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By CHARLES DENBY
R M t?xes, Lay-Offs, and Sputniks

The leaders and rulers of this country. are all up in
the air over the failure of their satellite. This is top news

in their everyday existence. Working people are worried |

. “about jobh security and a common way to exist. Many are

‘not seriously interested in this man-made moon.
Workers, all over, are talking about the unemployment

mounting throughout this country, and the misery and

-suffering many workers are facing. As the daily papers:

state, 4 million or more will be on the streets in 1958.

Some workers say they cannot see why so many
companies are moving out of Detroit when unemployment
is the same down South, and all over the country.

UN EMPLOYMEN T ALL OVER

In ermmgham, Alabama, the industrial center of
the South, the lay-offs are so severe that workers with’
10 and 15 years have no chance to hold their ]obs in
steel mills and pipe shops. )

- A Ford worker says it looks the same here in Detroit.

At one of the company parts plants, there will be a 50 |

per cent lay-off beginning the first of the year. Any one
can see this takes priority over the U. S. moon in the minds
of many workers. . ,

WORKERS CARRY THE HEAVY LOAD

o " Another worker said that the workers who remain

employed will have to pay higher taxes to make up for
those unemployed, the same as workers have-to pay higher

dues to keep.up the same money gomg to the Internatmnal ;

“union treasury.

. The records show that 83 per cent of the govern-
ment taxes are paid by wage earners who earn $6,000
or less. The records also show that the big 3 aute
companies made a profit from 85 to 100 per cent more
than last year. Chrysler topped the field with over

- 1,000 per cent more profit than in ’56—with at least4
25 per cent less manpower,

How can the working people think of the satellite as
the most important thing today? As some workers said,
when the officials released the statement that it had bugs

_ in-it, they knew it wasn’t going to work. It takes several |

“months working on a new model auto to get the bugs and
kinks out of it. Maybe those scientists should work in the
factory for a year or so, and learn from workers what to
do about bugs and technical difficulties.

The $64,000 question is: Will the American workers
go through the loss, suffering and mlsery that they went

. through in the 30’s?

Working' people know they pay the b1g ma]onty of
the taxes. The corporations and the rich get by without

paying through phony exemptions. In 29 and ’30 workers fr

did not have as much to lose in comparison with what
they have today Many are saying they are not losing it or
letting anyone take their life earnings away.

WORKING CONDITIONS UNBELIEVABLY B‘AD’ '

Working conditions in practically all plants are
unbelievable. Safety -does not exist any more. Speed-up -
is at its top peak. Workers are beat after a day’s work.
Union leaders and committeemen and stewards, some
years back, would say to a worker, “Take. it easy.
You don’t have to kill yourself.” Today, they say there

is nothing they can do; you will have to do what the
foreman says,

Everything, in this total crisis, is dlrected against the

working people, We pay the bills for this world and suffer | ¥

first and most for what happens in it. We give our blood
"and life to defend it in wars, and only get the crumbs that
are handed out after it is over.
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YEAR'S-END REVIEW OF U.S. ECONOMY

“crisis.

It is a safe bet that the

- | frantic commentators, states-

men and official scientists
cared little if anything about
the unemployed miners that
day. It is equally certain,
from what the unemployed
miners were saying, that
they cared little if anything
about the satellite that
failed. To the unemployed
workers, the loss of their
jobs was far more important
than the State department’s
loss of face.

When Russia’s fifst Sput-
nik so alarmed the country’s
“intellectuals,” spokesmen
for them were heard-on TV
and radio berating the aver-
'age American for his lack

This I believe .

Things Look Worse for '58

The day after America’s Sputnik flo pped before it even left the ground, news--
_papers and commentators across the countr y were busy writing millions of words about
‘the calamity, while statesmen and official sclentlsts were tearing their hair over the

That same day in Scott’s Run, a mining community of W&st Virginia, hmw
group of unemployed miners gathered in a long line in the -rvain, waiting for surplus
food rations for their families. It was a scene undoubtedly repeated all over
‘West Virginia that day, for the lay-offs have been hitting so steadily and widely '
throughout the coal fields, that the area has been placed -high on the distressed list.

Season s
/I/I/idéed ‘

THIS I BELIEVE

. a day shall come
When not on all Earth’s lovely face
Shall there be even one lone slum
To mock us with its foul disgrace;

When never more the human ear
Shall shudder to the sounds of war;
When nyen shall face life free of fear
And wonder what a bomb was for.

¥ - A world unsoiled by hate and pain, -
i: Where age shall smile and children dance
; That man has entered once again

That Garden e Our mhentance. :

¥

of concern; for his unaware-

ness of how serious the mat-
ter was; for paying too much’
attention to things like un-
employment and Little Rock;
and too little to outer space.

TWO NOSE-DIVES .

As usual, the ordinary
American was quite justified
in his own concerns. Of the
2 nose-dives with which
the year 1957 has ended—
one, -the much ballyhooed
“American Sputnik,” and the
other, the even more bally-
hooed  “American Prosper-
ity’—the nose-dive which
the American economy has
taken is much more serious.
It gives every promise of

A sun shall rise shall smile upon

An Earth where none shall starve, nor grieve
For youth’s bright dreams now dead and gone
Unrealized . . . This I believe.

—Tom Malcolm

growmg even more serlous
in 1958,

The official economi‘sts are

unanimous in their gloomy

prediction that the United

S

States is in for a real reces-
sion next year. They even:
admit, what most  non-ex-

perts have known for some
time that the recession has
already started. The happy
optimism with which official

economists and big industry

looked forward to the year

1957 has turned to grim .
soberness at the actual de- . -

velopments which character=

ized the economic life of the

country.

X | A .record high of $39 bil-
‘lion were invested to in-

crease the productive capa-

Hicity of industry in 1957,
Plants were retooled. .and. .
more automated machines .

introduced throwing - -
hundreds of thousands -of "'
workers out of jobs. The jobs «
that remained were speeded- >
lup to give the same or
-greater production.

were

" Of all of the leading in-
dustries listed Business

Week, the magazme of big- =

2 dustmes listed in Business
Mp|loperation is 82 percent;
* | whereas the average desired

rate of operation is 90 per-
cent, The production index
fell an alarming 1% per cent
during the 5-month period

as compared to the 6 months

’_,. from October, 1956, to April,
| 1957, Manufacturers plan to

spend 16 per cent less in
1958, than they spent. in

| 1957—Wh1ch means that they
3 | will spend even 9 per cent
% | less than in 1956. '

‘(Continued on Page 8)
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WHAT KIND OF WORK?

COAL AND ITS PEOPLE
_ The Only Thing “Union” About

-'Hand-Loading Mines Is Dues

WEST VIRGINIA — My

" husband was laid off from
"one -of the mines here. He

ha§ been out almost every

, day, looking for some work.

.He got a job working at
one. of these small hand-
loading mines. This is-sup-

. pesed-to be a union mine. At
.. least, ‘that’s. what they- call
it He paid the dues the same

as~where he worked before;

and”the operator pays into
. tHe welfare fund the royal-
“ty that-the union mines are

s‘upposed to pay into it:

- DOG’S WORK AND

DOG’S PAY .

He got & job there all right.
Biit after 3 days, he quit. He
just ‘couldn’t take it — and

‘he’s"worked in a‘lot of places

in his time where the work
has been plenty rough. :
For those 3 days he
made $19. Out of that $19
-he-had to- pay $6 for his
powder, which left him

$13 for working like a dog :

~for 3 days.

' NOW-—NOTHING

Now, he’s getting nothing.
He quit working there, and
if-you quit working some
place, you aren’t entitled to

~unemployment ¢ om p e nsa-
~tion. He would have been

oette_r off, and so would our
family, 'if he would have
just signed up for unemploy-
ment compensation when he
was laid off instead of get-
uxg that job where he made
less than unemployment
compensation would pay
him. But I guess he feels that
he has to try to get some-
thing. A man just doesn’t
feel right if he can’t make a
living for his family.

THROWN OUT

We've been through some
rough times before and this
looks like another one of
those times, because I know
they’ll never call him back
where he worked before,
even though he has 18 years
at that mine. They laid off
some men who had 25 to 30

‘| years there, It just doesn’t

seem right for a man to work
so long at a place and be just
thrown out like he was
nothing.

I know the coal operators
don’t feel that way, but I

sure would like to see them

be in our shoes for a while.
Maybe they’d learn some-
thing about how people have
‘to live.

—Unemployed Miner’s Wife

“'Muwr Spends,Last $20 for Kids’ Thanksgiving

( What Could He Do for Their Christmas?)

“SCOTT’S RUN, W. Va—

— On* Thanksgiving: -Day, . I

" was:talking to a miner who

; “.had been laid off from one

of Consol’s mines in this
area. He has a large famlly,
but, like so many others
who have been laid off, this

~makes no difference.

"The company doesn’t fig-
ure on what the families or

-:the miners need, they fig-

ure -on the’ basis of what

- they need in terms of pro-

duction and how they can

. make the most profits in

terms of money. Men work-
ing are just figures to be
“put - with other figures—
that don’t feel or know any
-want — like machines and
‘acres of coal .

'DEAD DOMINATE
'LIVING

You have so many acres

of coal; so much machinery
~and so many men. You put
- them all together and you
~get so much profit in terms
_of money—something else
which is also without feel-
ing” but which is the aim
of “all coal operators. If it
requires fewer men to get
-their profits, the men- suf-
. fer, for they are the ones
“who feel the consequences

"~because they are human

beings: Coal cannot™ feel
anything, nor can ma-
. chinery. The dead dominate

_the living with this scheme
~of life.

This may be the way the
operators of the coal mines
“operate. The miners who
" have-been laid off, and the
~ones who still remain work-
-ing do not see, or feel that
L ways.:

‘Now this is gone;

THE KIDS SUFFER

“You know,” this miner
told me, “I don’t mind so
much for myself or my
wife. We're old enough and
have been through rough
times and we know what
rough times are. But with
the kids, that’s something
else. When I was working,
they’d go to the frigidaire
and get themselves some
fruit. An orange, an apple
or what they might want.

“But now it’s different.
Pm not working and we
can’t have the things we
had. It’s not much, but it
means plenty. Just like
last week, my boy said, ‘I
want an orange’, and he
went to the frigidaire. He .
expected for it to be
there. But it wasn't. We
just didn’t have the
money to get the things
we had always had be-
fore. So he goes to the
frigidaire and there is no
orange there. That’s what
hurts. It brought tears to
my eyes.”

MORE THAN MONEY

“OK., I said. Todays
Thanksgwmg I'm going to
see to it that they have what
they want. I went out and
spent my last 20 bucks. So
my last 20 bucks is gone, but
at least, today they’re going
to have the things they want.
I don’t
know where the next money
is coming from. But at least
I' can see them laugh again.
That’s worth more than any
money to.me.”

This Is Rldlculous
SCOTTS RUN, W. Va. —

1They’ve reopened the Rose-

dale Mine not very long ago.
All the men had been laid-
off, but now they’re starting
it up again. I’'m not a mem-
ber of that local, but I went
to their local union meeting
with a friend of mine who
was working there. You talk
about a mess. Boy, they sure
have it.

You might as well say
they don’t have any union
at all. They had all those
men working there before,
but the company is getting
anyone they want.

What they cail the mine

committee there went to -

see the management about
getting ~ the panel and
seniority list, but the com-
pany said they didn’t have
one! The company is hir-
ing men who have never
.worked in that mine be-
fore, while men whe have
spent years there are still
walking the hard road. The:
company told them that
they would make a panel
and seniority list, but that
it wouldn’t affect any of
the men they have put on.
.Now this is ridiculous!

Whose Future
Is Bright?

OSAGE, W. Va.—There
have been lay-offs at 2 of
‘the large Consol mines in
this area. They knocked
off the midnight shifts at
both mines, knocking some
300 men out of work. At
Kelley Creek mine, also in
this area, one of the Val-
ley Camp mines, there was
a general lay-off of some
75 men. In the Fairmont
area, it is reported that
Consol is also cutting out
the midnight shift coal
producing crews.
POOR SENIORITY HURTS
OLDER MEN

At best, the miners have a
poor system of seniority,
which is based upon classi-
fication: The bitter fruits of
this agreement are now be-

‘ing realized, as they have in
- the past, where men with

10-15 or more years seniority
are being laid off and men
with but a few years senior-
ity are kept working. Most
of the older men can- do
other jobs, but have no op-

portunity to bump someone |

in another classification.
They are just out.
'The evils of this agree-

ment have time and again |-

been very forcefully brought
to the attention of the miners
when lay-offs have occurred.
It was brought with equal
force to Lewis’ and the In-
ternational Officers’ atten-
tion at the last UMW Con-
vention. The pleas of the
menhave fallen on-deaf ears.

Lewis and a host of coal

operators and government
officials have painted very
bright and rosy pictures for
the future of the coal indus-
try. They talk about the in-
creasing need for coal and
how many more millions of
tons will be needed in 1965.

WHAT ABOUT THE MEN?

The future for the coal in-

{ much honor, and that it will

‘that. The miners can look

Way of |l|e World

By Ethel Dunbar e
WHEN WILL OUR DAY COME-TO BE FREE7 .

When will our day come,
for us to be free in a time
like this? It seems to me the
politicians of the United
States can’t get their Sput-
nik to go up because! they
spent too much time think-
ing how to make up some
kind of “law and order” to
put the Negroes under;

Just like the article that
was in the daily paper. last
week: A white man' down
South says that there should
be a law againsti white
people who &all a Negro man
and his wife “Mr. and Mrs.”
and by their last name. He|
says that is giving them too

make them think that they
are as much as the whites.

CRAZY IDEAS

. That put me to thln.kmg
How can some white people
think of such crazy. ideas,
when the Negro people can
think for themselves? Be-
cause it looks crazy when
white people start saying
things like this white man,
or when they try to get it
fixed so that the Negro
people can'’t vote.

It sounds crazy, but do you
know that sometimes the
government lets things like
this go through by not doing

anything about it? Is that’
what we call man-made law?
CAN MAN BE FREE?
The biggest question of to-.
day is: Can man be free? .
Well I want to say that I be-"
lieve if poor white men who
write crazy articles would
change and write something
to help all poor white and
Negro people, it would beca::
chance for all mankind to:be::
free without having to fight
for it.

But, if ‘they imep om,

writing such powerful arti=:

cles against the Negro
people, the poht1c1ans some- =~
times make laws out of these
things and use them against

the poor white and’ Negro

people both,
STOP & THINK
If the poor whites stop
and' think over how the
politicians do, and how the
60 rich families, who con-
trol just about all of the
money that is in the United
States, they will see what
a big mistake they are
making by not writing
articles to help themselves
—and the Negro people—
fight to make mankind
free. If they stop and think,
. we all can live a free life
forever.

Worker Praises Ilegi'oes’

LOS ANGELES — In
both Montgomeryand
Little Rock, the Negro
people have won their bat-
tles through a strict ad-
herence to the tacti¢s of
non-violent -resistance.
However ,after the Negro

-adults were beaten' in
Little Rock, one white re-
porter told of being un-
willing to go into the for-
merly peaceful Negro.area
after sundown because of.
the great anger of the

- people there.

1t is guite possible, then, :
that the continued use of
violence by the fascist
anti-Negro element in the
South will force 'the
Negroes to go beyond the
passive resistance that has
been such a useful method
up until now. ‘

- EXPERT VIEW

Even that leading
spokesman and theoreti-
cian for non-violent resis-
tance, Mahatma Ghandi,
agxeed that while “gentle-
ness” was preferable there
were times when the lop-
pressed should resort to
other means. In his book,
“Non-Violence In Peace

Non-Violent Struggle

And War,” he said, “T do-
believe that, where there
is only a -choice between
cowardice and violence, I

- wouild advise violencé -, .

I would rather have India
resort to arms in order to
defend- her honor than
that she would, in a cow-
ardly manner, become or
remain a helpless witness
to her own dishonor.”

THE VIOLENT SOUTH

It is the great credit of
the Negroes of the South-
ern States, of course, that
they have mnot been pro-
voked into a rash and un-
planned attack upon the
reactionaries of the South,

The eyes of the world
have thus seen that it is
the Southern reaction-
aries who have repeat-
edly used violence and
that the Negro people
have answered with
serene human dignity.

Who then will be able
to blame these -oppressed
human beings if finally
they are compelled to go
from passive to active
resistance?

, ——Factox‘y Worker;

dustry and the coal ra-
tors may be bright for:’65
and 75, but the immediate
and long range future of the
coal miners is anything but

énly to more of what they
have been experiencing for
the past 7 years—continuing
lay-oifs with the men being
displaced by machines that
run at ever greater speeds.
The increasing automation
of ‘mine equipment as: the
continuous miner has con-
clusively demonstrated, does
not lighten the labor oﬂ the
men. It speeds them up be-
yond the limits of phy ical
endurance.

thousands of dollars.
_they can plck up an unem-

Another related, but more
important, conseqguence - of
this trend on the emphasis of
“better” machines is the

complete disregard for any -
values Dbased upon the
human being, The miner
more and more becomes just:
an appendage to. the ma-~
chine, and is the most ex-
pendable. “To-hell with. the
mineér, save the machine,”
will become even more of a
byword than it is at present.
For, as the company will tell
any miner, the machines cost
And

ployed miner any tlme






