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Accuride
struggle F,
lesis UAW

men

by Htun Lin

Billy Robinson, president of UAW Local 2036, came
to Oakland, Cal. on Nov. 5 to appeal for help for union-
ists in the ongoing struggle in Henderson, Ky. Local
2036 represents 400 Accuride workers who make 80%
of the wheels on American trucks, such as Ford, GM,
Navistar and Mack.

In February 1998 Accuride Wheel Corporatlon
demanded draconian take-aways. No union rights in
the shop. No way to file a grievance except on your own
time. No stewards in the plant. The right to reclassify
any job. The right to contract out any work. They
refused to include any language prohibiting discrimi-
nation. In effect, Accuride demanded that workers
destroy their own union.

Not surprisingly the workers voted to strike 370 to 9
and struck, authorized by the regional director of the
UAW, on Feb: 20, 1998. The company then locked these
workers out after they voted to return to work without
approving the company proposal.

Robinson said, "The proposal they gave us in Sep-

“tember 1998 contained the same language on their

right to subcontract any work and all the other offen-
sive language that was in their first offer. No union
rights in the plant. No set classifications. Except this
time they threw in another kicker: the unilateral, unre-
stricted right to change,; modify, alter or delete the pen-
sion plan at any time. They also demanded the same

* unilateral, unrestricted rights to change our insurance

co-payments. We presented this to the membership

-who rejected it overwhelmingly."

On Aug. 14, 1999 the UAW International called
Robmson at home and told hlm to have his executive

(Contmued on page 3)
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| Specter of Tilden-Hayes

The cantankerous political struggle for the White
House by the Republican and the Democratic parties
isn't a new phenomeneon. It had historic precedent in

.1876 when the Democratic Governor Samuel J. Tilden

of New York and the Republican Rutherford B. Hayes,
a former Union officer and a three-time governor of
Ohio, ran for president.

At the time the Republican Party was the party of
labor and African Americans, It was as a result of this
election and the maneuverings around gaining the
political office that Republicans became the party of

emerging American corporate capitalism.

Tilden won the popular vote. The winner in that
election needed only the majority of the electoral votes
from Oregon, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana,
which were the decisive states at that time. According
to historians, in those three southern States the elec-
tion was fraudulent. Both parties were engaged in
election malpractice. The Republican-controlled elec-
tion board invalidated enough of the Democratic votes
to give Hayes 185 electoral votes, a majority of one.

To determine whether the election of Hayes was
legal Congress set up an electoral commission com-
posed of Republicans and Democrats from the Senate
and the House plus two Republicans and two Democ-
rats from the Supreme Court to examine the charges of

voting fraud. By a majority of one, the commission

gave the election to Hayes.

Hayes' narrow congressional victory was only the tip
of a political iceberg. The source of his victory was a
secret bargain he had made with southern Congress-

.men, industrialists and railroad corporations, who

wanted - to ~ exploit southern labor and natural
resources. Hayes promised that he would adopt a
southern policy which would open the South for their
exploitation. ,

Thus, when Hayes became president, he ordered the
withdrawal of Federal troops from the southern states;
he stopped Reconstruction and gave "home rule" to the
former slave masters and their henchmen, the Ku

- Klux Klan. The Klan spread beast-like terror among

African Americans and their supporters and re-estab-

lished a racially segregated society.

(Continued on page 8)

Election turmoil exposes
fault lines in U.S. society

by Olga Domanski

It appears we are now confronting a White House
inhabited by the Christian Coalition escorted by
George W. Bush. How far from a mandate Bush will
have, however, is clear from the turmoil that has
engulfed the nation ever
since the Nov. 7 presiden-
tial election revealed the
enormous instability under-
lying the most powerful
nation on earth. It has torn
away the facade of Ameri-
can "democracy" and
revealed the determination
of the forces of revolt to
demand real democracy by
making their voices heard.

The spontaneous way
African Americans, Jews
and Haitians took to the
streets in Florida within
hours to protest the thwart-
ing of their votes on Nov: 7
puts fear in the hearts of all
rulers. Their determination
not to let any such activity
get out of hand is what
defined the response of both
George W. Bush and Al
Gore and tells the tale of
the fate of bourgeois democracy.

Far from reaching out to all those demanding to be

“heard in Florida and throughout the land, Gore made

it clear that he would fight on strictly constitutional
lines and reached out only to the courts to insist on a
manual recount of the contested votes.

Bush, on the other hand, was not restrained by any
illusions about bourgeois democracy. The minute the

Florida Supreme Court ruled that the manual
recounts had to be included in the vote, he took two
actions. One was to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court
to overrule the Florida court's decision. The other was
to unleash a mob of seasoned Republican goons to
rampage in storm-trooper fashion where ballots were

i being counted in Miami-
Dade County. It stopped the
counting dead.

The figures that the
Republican pit-bull Secre-
tary of State Katherine Har-
ris announced as "certified,"
which Bush used to declare
himself president-elect on
Nov. 26, were efficiently
"cleansed," not only of the
Miami-Dade figures but of
hundreds of other Florida
votes that had been expected
to go to Gore.

DEEP DIVISIONS

The Nov. 7 elections made
clear deep divisons of class,
race, gender, age, and geog-
raphy. None can deny the
way in which women came
out in disproportionately
high numbers to vote
agalnst Bush because of his
chilling threat to women's rights, particularly if he

- should be the one to ¢hoose the next three seats on the

Supreme Court.

Most of all, none can deny the huge Black vote that
took one battleground state after another from Bush.
Gore won Michigan thanks to getting 90% of the Black

(Cohtinﬁed on page 10)

The new freedom movement in Iran

Editor's note: Gholamreza Mohajerinejad is a leader
of the July 1999 student protests in Iran. He left Iran
after his release from prison to speak out and mobilize
support for his imprisoned comrades, especially
Manuchehr Mohammadi, an Iranian dissident whose
life remains in grave jeopardy. The following is a trans-
lation of a talk by Mohajerinejad to the Chicago local of
News and Letters Committees on Oct. 22.

In July of 1999 Iranian students rose up for the first
time since the university purges began in 1981-83.
This was a most remarkable achievement given the

" long history of war, murder, and violence that form the

basis of the present regime.

The U.S. embassy hostage taking in 1979 destroyed
international solidarity with Iranians and projected a
violent image of us. The war with Iraq allowed two dic-
tators to send hundreds of thousands to their deaths
and provided a perfect pretext for sending opposition
members into prisons or death camps.

During the 1980s students and faculty whose only ,

crime was thinking differently and demanding free-
dom were purged. Only those with Islamic tendencies
backed by the regime were allowed open activities on
the university campus.

This was similar to what happened under totalitar-
ian Communist regimes. In Iran, instead of the official
state ideology of "dialectical materialism" theological
studies were forced on students. University admit-
tance was often based on' rigid selection standards
where Islam was the cover over human creativity.

BIRTH OF NEW STUDENT MOVEMENT

After the Iran-Iraq war, new opportunities arose for
students to make demands. These were very oppres-
sive times, but there was also finally some room for
expression. In 1994 a group of students began a secu-
lar student movement. One of its founders, Manuchehr

Mohammadi, is now in prison. I was honored to help in
the formation of this movement. ‘

What we did was considered insanity at the time.
We were viciously attacked. Vigilantes attacked
Mohammadi, and only the university. president was
able to- pull him out and save him. We were also

. attacked in the dormitories and had to go.into hiding

for a year and a half.
Our crime was refusing to pledge allegiance and
demandtng a non-religious regime. After a period of

underground work, such as distribution of our
demands in flyers, we decided to begin openly mobiliz-
ing the student movement again in 1997.

Our open protests began with syndicalist and ended
with political demands. For the first time students
came out 10,000-strong and confronted security forces
on the streets with the slogan, "Long live freedom"'

.and "Down with dictatorship!"

NEW KIND OF OPPOSITION

Having lived under conditions of war and murder
for over 15 years, we decided to move in a non-violent

and lawful direction. Although some of the pre-1979

generation of freedom fighters did not agree with this
approach, we considered it to be the best way to
achieve our goal. Because we live in an information
age, we chose to let the battle of ideas and confronta-
tion of rational thoughts be the way of reaching suc-
cess. Besides, faced with a regime that was so armed

- to the teeth, we had no choice. Armed struggle was

tried for many years, and it had only proven to give
more time and power to the regime.
It was during this time that Khatami was elected as

- president. OQur student organization voted for him, but

we made clear that we didn't consider him our savior,
and we didn't have faith in him. We declared even then
that those who part1c1pated in elections did it to say
0" to the Islamic reglme

The struggle took a serious turn when even many of
those in the regime began repeating our slogans. But I
believe just as the sun must eventually break through
the clouds, so too their true colors must also begin to
show themselves.

Mohammadi and I were invited to speak outside the
country two years ago. Because we promoted non-vio-
lence, many considered us to be opportunists. I was
sad to see such factionalism. When Mohammadi and I

(Continued on page 11)
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‘New highpoint i in women's movement?

by Anne Jaclard

The Oct. 17 World March of Women (WMW), which
I wrote about in the November issue of News & Letters,
was a highpoint in condemning the world capitalist

.system ‘as the antithesis of women's desires. At a

moment when capitalism is supposed to be tri-
umphant, the thousands of women's

within the burgeoning anti-global
capital movements. As such the WMW brought front
and center some of the challenges of today's Women's
Liberation Movement.

The WMW was free of the Left's knee-jerk anti-U.S.
imperialism that prevents it from criticizing horrible
governments. Kurdish An Sharrif, an Iraqi woman liv-

.. ing in NY, marched in protest against the U.S.’s devas-

tating economic sanctions against Iraq, but she also
marched against the lack of human rights in Iraq,
where "no one can say anything." In fact, the govern-
ments- of every country represented 1nc1ud1ng the
poorest, got blamed for women's oppression along with

global capitalism and imperialism. This shows women
_to be clearer thinkers than much of the anti-globaliza-

tion movement, which tends to blame ' greedy rich peo-

ple" and the U. S. government for all the crimes of the
capitalist system.
Another highpoint of the demonstration was its lack

“-of illusions that U.S.-style "democracy" brings free-

dom, or even good jobs. Jacquelie Ki-Zerbo of Burkina
Faso said, "[The U.N] thinks that when you have an
election, you have democracy. That is not true. They
should support people's and grass roots groups that
work within communities." How true this sounds for
the U.S. today, since our presidential election was
exposed as fraudulent! :

If this or any movement is to go forward and not stop-

at what it is against, it needs to articulate what it 1s
for. I loved the statement by the Tunisian Women's
Organization, an association of mothers working for
peace, against hunger, and for equality with men, on a
flyer - that singled out the humanism of the interna-
tional women's movement: "Given the humanist
dimension of this march and its noble meanings, we
affirm that women's dignity is indivisible and part and
parcel of men's dignity."

Fighting toxic racism

Editors note: The City of Chicago has offered
MRC/ Prima Plastics factory 11 acres of public land for
50¢ a square foot in Little Village, the second largest
Mexican-American community in the U.S. The land is
across the street from hundreds of homes and apart-
ments. Little Village ranks third worst in the Chicago

‘metropolitan area in air pollution and total toxins. -

Below we print excerpts of an interview with Alma-Iris
Montes, a 22-year-old organizer with the Little Village
Environmental Justice Organization (LVEJO).

Chicago—On Oct. 31, LVEJO brought 40 people to
the zoning hearing to speak out against the factory
deal and to offer alternative sites away from our
homes. The politicians didn't want to listen to us and
the public land was rezoned for industry. On Nov. 5,
LVEJO gathered  about 300 people for a demonstra-

tion. We had a permit and were accompamed by the

police.

We headed towards Alderman Munoz's office. His
assistant tried to kick us out, telling us, "This is pri-
vate property." We-laughed because this is the public
space we elected Munoz to. We marched to his house

- next and he came outside. I had the megaphone and

asked him, "Is it true that you sold the land for 50
cents a square foot?" He wouldn't answer. I walked
towards him and offered him the megaphone to talk to
the people. He refused and all of a sudden Sgt. Garcia
hit me in the face. I didn't see it coming. I was knocked
down. Then he threw me up against the gate of the
Alderman's house.

Sgt. Garcia was yelling, "You're going to jail because
you have a big mouth and don't know when to keep it
shut." I was yelling that I was going to jail for democ-
racy, for our health and our children. I have a four-

. month-old son. T was harassed and threatened in jail

by the police and charged with disorderly conduct.
Twenty people .came to bail me out with donation

money they collected. The support and unity the peo-

ple in Little Village have is really strong. The people
feel really passionate about this issue because it
affects their lives and children. They are outraged the
city would consider putting a factory near our houses.
We consider it environmental racism.

We have one library in our community of 91,000. It
looks like a rundown apartment building. It's always
packed and the books are outdated. I've worked in
really nice communities before. I've seen the books and
videos those parents can check out for their children.
We don't even have books in our own language, or any
books about our culture. - ‘

Time and time again I hear Gore's campaign man-
ager; Mayor Daley's brother, say, "Let the will of the
people decide who will be president." But the people of
Little Village have been shut off from any decision

, makmg about our lives and health. We want democra-

¢y in our neighborhood. We want to decide where
things get built and what should get built. This strug-
gle will stay alive.

N

However, because there was no conference where

women could talk seriously as a whole group, instead of -

while they demonstrated, we did not have the opportu-
nity to discuss both theory and practice. This is a prob-
lem common to most radical movements today—they
see activism as the solution, as if we could transform

the world simply by getting all the

organizations and labor unions rep- women together. If the task were
'resented situated feminist demands Woman as Reason 3‘:; easy, we would be well on the

Condemnation of the personifica-
tions of capital, whether "greedy" people, governments
or world financial institutions, without understanding
and making
explicit what capi-
talism itself is,
cripples  move-
ments for change.
It means that we
do not know what
must be uprooted
in order to win
our demands. In
fact,
evinced a misun-
derstanding  of
capitalism by its

"equality of
wealth between
rich and poor."
Women need fo
understand that
there is not a pool
of wealth to be
divided up; our
enemy is not the
people in the rul-
ing class, - but
rather a system of
_creating wealth
that by its own
necessity must impoverish the majority and subjugate
women.

If we already know what we need to do, and that is
just to inspire more women to join us, then we only
need to energize each other, and we don't need serious
discussions of theory and practice. Some call this atti-
tude disdain for theory, but more correctly, it is the
unexamined adoption of one theory—that change is
created by activity alone—a theory that proved disas-
trous over and over to 20th century social movements.

When the modern Women's Liberation Movement
arose over 30 years ago and its radical vision spread
like wildfire around the world, it compelled a recogni-
tion of the power of ideas. Marxist-Humanists thought
its emphasis on human relations would lead women to
want to grasp and re-create Marx's humanism, a task
the philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya called "the chal-
lenge to our age." But many women succumbed to the
pull of the ideas of pragmatism, private enclaves for
feminism and other theories that eschew Marx's.con-
cept of a thorough-going social revolution. Many
assumed they knew what Marxism is—Russia, China,
and others—accepting as true the horrible distortions
of Marx put forth by the same male theoreticians they
condemned for failing to address women's concerns.
Marxist-feminism fell out of favor as capitalism was
declared triumphant and politics moved to the Right
all over the world. The women's movement was not
immune from these pulls. , ‘

If the WMW is to mark a new beginning, it must be
a new beginning in theoretical explorations as well as
anti-capitalist actions, or it too can end.up being one
more high point that perishes.

Queer Notes

by Suzanne Rose

Aaron McKinney, the man convicted of killing gay
college student Matthew Shepard, was sentenced to
two consecutive life terms on Nov. 2. He was convicted
of felony murder, which carries a possible death sen-
tence. He avoided the death penalty in a deal with the
prosecutors that was put forth by Shepard's parents,

- Dennis and Judy.

* % %

A historic decision in Hawaii gives two lesbian cou-
ples joint, co-parent adoption of their children in state
family court. Until this decision, lesbian/gay/transgen-
der couples in Hawaii did not have access to any mar-
riage related rights relating to adoption, divorce,
alimony, child custody or child support.

%k k Kk

“Human Rights Concerning Gay Men and Lesbians:
The Experience of Work and Establishing of Coopera-.
tion Among Lesbian and Gay Organizations in the
Post-Soviet States" is the title of an international con-
ference that was held Oct. 19-21 in Kiev, Ukraine. The
Russian-language conference was organized by the
Ukrainian Section of the International Society for
Human Rights and the Nash Mir (Our World) gay and
lesbian center in Lugansk, Ukraine, which began to
organjze in 1996. .

% %k %k

Indonesian student groups are leading the way
demanding justice after 150 masked people assaulted
gays and transgenders at an ATDS awareness event.

WMW -

demand for

Women Worldwide

" by Mary Jo Grey

A Women's World Forum against.Violence held this
month in Valencia, Spain saw 1,300 women from 110
countries discuss domestic violence; armed conflict;
women's genital mutilation, and sexual exploitation.
Earlier this year, more than 90 women's groups filed a
lawsuit in Barcelona demanding the withdrawal of a
recently published book, Women in Islam, by a Muslim
leader from Malaga. It includes "advice on wife-beat-
ing" which graphicly describes exactly how a husband
should beat his wife.

skeokk
Close to 2,000 women of all ages marched in the

streets of Beirut, Lebanon recently :in support of

women's rights and a halt to sexual discrimination and
violence. "Qur rights will not wait until political and
sectarian: problems are solved," read one banner.
dAesk
Charging that welfare reform is-a human rights vio-
lation, the Poor People's Economic Human Rights
Campaign is seeking people to join a petition before

the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,

accusing the U.S. government of violating economic
human rights by enacting and implementing welfare
"deform" laws. Women who would like to tell their sto-
ries of viplations suffered under welfare cutbacks can
call 215/203-1945 or email kwru@libertynet.org.

30 year abortion fight

New York —A meeting on the history of the move-
ment for abortion rights, called "No Restrictions: His-
tory in Action," was held Oct. 26 at Judson Memorial
Church in Greenwich Village. Thirty years ago, the

* church wag home to an underground abortion service

and an early speak-out on abortion. In 1969-70, the
Women's 'Liberation Movement galvanized the fight
for legalization through speak-outs at which women
publicly declared they had had illegal abortions and
described the horrors of their clandestine experiences.
"No Restrictions" refers to the fact that the Women's
Liberation Movement fought for -abortion "on
demand," a concept that has all but disappeared with
all the restrictions —on abortion rights since Roe v.
Wade. Yet; little was said about the threat of the Radi-
cal Right, or why we fell so short of our original vision.
Qver 200 in attendance—more young feminists than
ones from the early struggle—heard several women
reproduce their speeches from the 1969-70 speak-outs.
Ellen Willis and Rosalyn Baxandall, now academics,
told how the Women's ‘Liberation Movement pushed
New York into becoming the first state to legalize abor-
tion in 1970, three years before Roe v. Wade. They and.
others formed History in Action and put on this meet-
ing in response to a New York Times story last spring

_that made it appear as if the state legislature acted out
- of the goodness of their hearts. In fact the Women's

Liberation Movement had changed the terms of the
debate by sitting-in at legislative hearings. For a bib-

liography and other information about the early abor-
tion rights movement, contact History in Action by e-

mail at sjr5@nyu.edu (Sonia Jaffe Robbins).

Unfortunately, the many speakers expressed not
one word: of critique about the movement's failure to
secure safe, accessible reproductive rights. I was
astounded, considering how our rights have been whit-
tled away. '

Have these older feminists given up hope of accom-
plishing more than preserving our history? Have they
become willing to leave "action" to any group who
promises to organize without any discussion of the
process and content needed for a renewed Women's
Liberation Movement to succeed?
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