NEWS & LETTERS

Theory/Practice

Vol. 47 — No. 7

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2002

‘Human Power is its own end’—

Marx

50¢

China’s Liaoyang 5
and U.S. workers

by Htun Lin

I attended a demonstration on July 10 outside the
Chinese Consulate in San Francisco to support the five
unionists arrested in Liaoyang, China—Yao Fuxin, Pan
Qingxiang, Xiao Yunliang, Wang Zhaoming and Gu
Baoshu. They were elected by their fellow workers who
were demonstrating by the tens of thousands protesting
massive layoffs, unpaid wages and unfulfilled promises
of unemployment benefits.

Instead of negotiating with them, the authorities
charged them with organizing “illegal demonstrations.”
Other workers who tried to prevent their arrests were
beaten.

This human toll is due to Chinese rulers’ massive pri-
vatization as a requirement of China’s government join-
ing global capital. The small demonstration in San
Francisco should have been much larger, considering

-what is at stake for American workers.

President Bush dreamed up a new “axis of evil”

between Iran, Iraq and North Korea to pump up
his plans for permanent war. There’s plenty of
evil in those countries but no “axis.” One true
organic “evil axis” is between U.S.-led global cap-
ital and China’s despotic state-capitalist rulers
who, according to Business Week, have made
China into a “manufacturing superpower.” Global
capital is now even fleeing from its other favorite
low-wage locations like Mexico and the Philip-
pines to go to China, where workers are paid a
third as much. .

(Continued on page 3)

New King Cotton

by John Alan

- The United States of America is now the only eco-
nomic superpower in the world. It has unprecedented
power to manipulate the market-value of any commod-
ity produced anywhere in the world. Recently, President
Bush, a passionate apostle of free trade, and Congress
agreed on legislation to give U.S. farmers a $180 billion
subsidy. This amount of money will lower the price of
agricultural commodities on the world market. Accord-
ing to James Wolfensohn, the World Bank president::
“These subsidies are crlpphng Africa’s chance to export
its way out of poverty.”

"‘FREE MARKETS’ VS. HUMAN BElNGS

According to.the United Nations Development Pro-

gram that gift of subsidies to U.S. farmers will result in
poor countries losmg $50 billion a year in agricultural
exports, which is about equal to the aid they are now

receiving from all the rich nations combined. This drop
".in income means that farmers in poor African nations,
who are cultivating cotton for sale on the world market
and are now living in poverty, will soon be plunged into
a condition of absolute pauperism: The poor cotton

- farmer in' West Africa and his family will literally starve

as a direct result of this bill.
In Mlss1351pp1 1,700 mostly white cotton farmers sell

- half their crop on the world market in competition with
Chinese, African and Pakistani growers. Now these

already wealthy farmers will receive hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in subsidies from the federal government.

One cotton farmer alone, Kenneth B. Hood, got
$750 000 in subsidies. Hood, who shook Bush’s hand at

(Contmued on page 8)
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- many reasons, biological, social and economic.. Their

Africans struggle to overcome
slavery, AIDS, neocolonialism

by Bakary Tandia and Pauline Muchlna

According to reports from the Special Session of the
UN General Assembly, three quarters of the more than
36 million people currently living with AIDS/HIV are
living in sub-Saharan Africa. The general secretary,
Kofi Annan, has asked for $7 to 10 billion a year to
fight AIDS .and other killer diseases, but little has
been raised for Africa. Don’t human rights and democ-

racy promotion start with disease preventlon and ;

human life protection?

POLITICS OF AIDS

In the history of human disease, HIV/AIDS is |

unique because it raises many emotional issues about

families, law, and access to health care. In Africa

women and children are more vulnerable than men for

social status puts women at risk more than men. In
some counfries polygamy is practiced; one man is
infected, but two women are at risk.

If a woman thinks that her husband or boyfriend is
infected, she cannot force him to use a condom because
of the power relationship within the family. Because of
the economic situation, if she wants to challenge him,
she will find herself outside without -any resources.
There is also the infection from mother to infant and the
stress tied to this. ,

It has become urgent for Africa to find the means to

- appropriately deal with the HIV/AIDS crisis. Yet there

are several stumbling blocks. African countries are deal-
ing with financial crises with international financial
institutions, specifically debts. Last year, the sub-Saha-
ran African region paid $13.3 billion in debt repay-
ments. How will those countries be able to deal with the
HIV/AIDS crisis when they must pay such an amount?

Another stumbling block is landmines. It is a big
issue and.the U.S. has not signed the landmine treaty.
In Africa we have 30 million landmines. In Mozambique
alone there are 12 million. They cost maybe $3 per land-
mine, but in order to remove them, it costs about $300
each. If you multiply $300 by 30 million, think of how
much- it will cost for countries also trying to deal with
the HIV health crisis. :

The third stumbling block is the force of globaliza-
tion. African countries are being forced into globaliza-

. tion without being ready. The G-8 leaders met in Cana-

Bakary Tondia is president of the Committee for.the
Defense of Human Rights in Mauritania. Pauline

Muchina is from Kenya and an HIVS/AIDS counselor

in Newark, N.J.

On July k1, over 300 Black farmers from 16 states

- occupied the Tennessee Department of Agriculture offices

to protest farm foreclosures ‘and loan discrimination.
Several discussed the issues with N&L.— Editorial

Brownsville, Tenn.—Gary Grant: The Black

Farmers and Agriculturalists Association' was orga-

nized in 1997, The Pigford v. Glickman class action, for

past actions of discrimination by the Department of -

Agriculture (USDA), was supposed to make it possible
for farmers to continue to farm. The government used
this document to continue to do the very process it was

doing before, which leads. to the farmer losing his liveli- -

hood and then his land.

The consent decree has two tracks. Track A will get
you$50,000 and possible debt relief if you can prove dis-
crimination. We laughed, because the discrimination
has already been proven. Track B is that if you've got
documentation, you can go after larger sums of money.
Most farmers had to go into Track A. -

We had people who were denied loans because they

- misspelled the county in which they lived, or the name
of the agent. This is the only agency in the government

that has what’s called a committee of “your peers” that
determines whether you get a loan or not. Why would a
group of farmers give me a loan? Aren’t I the competi-

- tion? What is this madness? A group of white men talk-

ing about who’s going to be able to buy a piece of land

and a Black man comes in and says he wants to buy 1t‘?

Or a woman, or a white man that’s poor?

We began this sit-in with 10 demands. Some folk in
Washington need to be fired—those that discriminated
against us, which has been proven in the Pigford suit.
They have an “administrative process” to settle civil
rights complaints. We have four families who have par-
tial settlements where the language has been approved,

Activists protest the high cost of drugs for AIDS treatment
in Pretoria, South Africq, last year.

da in June to give aid to Africa, with strings attached.
All the players must equally participate in setting the
rules, but that is not the case with African countries.

The fourth stumbling block is neo-colonial leaders.
Neo-colénialism is worse than colonialism because you
don’t know that you are colonized, but things are gettmg
worse day by day.

It is clear that Africa is expendable to the West. The

focus away from Africa started shifting when, with the

collapse of the Soviet Union, the post-Communist East-
ern European nations were created and a lot of strife
and economic crises took place. It was also on the non-
governmental organization (NGO) level where funds
were tied up in Eastern Europe. What can we do as
Africans when we feel so left out in the global economy?

MAURITANIAN SLAVERY

We are in the 21st century and slavery still exists in
this world and in Mauritania and Sudan specifically. In
Mauritania slavery is not what people describe as mod-

Alert/Doctors Without Borders

ern forced labor. 1t is a classic slavery in modern times. .

It took place prior to the Atlantic slave trade, around the
13th century when the Arabs came from the Middle East
to sub-Saharan Africa. Since then, it has been prevalent
in Mauritania from generation to generation by birth. If
you are a slave, your children will become slaves.

Slaves are used for agricultural and domestic work in
Mauritania. They take care of the cattle and also pro-
duce dates, More importantly slavery is part of the cul-
(Continued on page 10)

‘Black Belt farmers occupy U.S. offices

the money agreed on. And they won’t deliver. That’s one
demand. We want a commitment from Secretary of
Agriculture Veneman to settle these in 30 days. We
have five Tennessee farmers, in this office, whose appli-
cations have not been processed.

I come from a community in North Carolina that’s
called a resettlement community. Out of the New Deal
of the 1930s the government bought 18,000 acres of
plantation land, and made it possible for Black people
to buy it. Three hundred Black families became inde-
pendent farmers—poor, poor, poor, poor, and poor.

Today, all the land is being farmed, but not one of
those original 300-families is farming there. We own

out to white farmers. Something is wrong, that white
folk can make a living off of the same land that Black
farmers couldn’t. “Make a living” means white people

can pay loans off of the same land that Black people.

couldn’t; raising the same crops. Of course, they can
plant on the day that it’s
ground.

Tom Burrell: The lawsuit exposed the USDA’
attempts to eradicate Black farmers. USDA employees

" 93% of the original 18,000 acres, and 98% of it is rented -

supposed to be put in.the

are committed to removmg Black farmers from agrlcul

ture.

The lawsuit is a win for the USDA. They got rid of
99% of African-American farmers and they used $615
million of the taxpayers’ money to pay for the lawsuit
settlement. The USDA is good at: eradicating things. In
California it was the medﬂy, and here in Tennessee it is
the boll weevil. One species that has also been put on
that list is Black farmers. They have an eradication
program that’s 99% “effective. Why wouldn’t they con-
tinue to discriminate? They’re going to set up a mop-up

(Continued on page 8)
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Hegel Antlgone and feminist defiance

~ by Maya Jhans1

Hlstoncally, at least since Simone de Beauvoir’s The
Second Sex, women have questioned and many have
rejected the importance of Hegelian philosophy for fem-
inism. While de Beauvoir toock up the master/slave
dialectic in The Phenomenology of Mind, many recent
feminists are focusing on Hegel’s readmg of Sophocles’
play Antigone to bring out Hegel's attitude to women
and to assess whether Hegel has any relevance for fem-

-inism. In fact, the most recent issue of Qw! of Minerva:
Journal of the Hegel Society of America is devoted to the
subject of Hegel on Antigone, with some contributors
like Patricia J. Mills rejecting Hegelian philosophy as
necessarily sexist, and others like Philip Kain using
Hegel's view of Antigone to argue for the possiblity of a

. feminist appropriation of Hegel.

Antigone ‘' is a beautiful play

"Breaks the ranks of spearmen mto headlong rout.

But the ones who last it out, the great mass of them

Que their Lives to discipline. Therefore

We must defend the men who Live by law,

Never let some woman triumph over us.

Better to fall from power, if fall we must,

At the hands of a man — never be rated

Inferior to a woman, never.

Antigone’s spirit of defiance has been heralded by
feminists as exemplary of a revolutionary feminist

.ethos. Judith Butler, in her book, Antigone’s Claim: Kin-

ship Between Life and and Death (Columbia University
Press, 2000), writes that she returned to Antigone
because “the legacy of Antigone’s defiance appeared to
be lost in the contemporary efforts to recast political
opposition as legal plaint and to seek the legitimacy of
the state in the espousal of feminist claims.” What But-

: . ler finds in her reading is that
that has always garnered inter- . : s .

est from philosophers and revolu- W O M A N A S R E A S O inaag%ni i;alstafblh.zles ILOt Just the
tlonanes Hegel himself called it s ut the lamily she Suppos-

“one of the most sublime and in every respect most
excellent works of art” (Aesthetics). There is much in it
and in Hegel’s reading of it that speaks to the contem-.
porary moment. The play foregrounds the contentious
Telations between women ‘and the state and between

religion and the state, both of which are important ata

-time when we face the redoubling of U.S. military hege-
mony, as well as the unprecedented rise in violent reli-
gious fundamentalisms around the world.

-In the play a brazen and brave woman, Antigone,
defies an ordinance issued by the King of Thebes,
Creon, to let the slain body of Antigone’s brother rot
above ground without a proper burial because of his
betrayal of the city of Thebes. Antigone, citing her
duties to her family and to divine law, buries her broth-
er (we assume, though we don’t see her doing so in the
play). When confronted by Creon, she refuses to feel
guilty and to repent for her actions, thereby inflaming
the king, who rails: . = -

Anarchy-

Show me a greater crime in all earth!

She, she destroys cities, rips up houses, .

WOMEN WORLDWIDE |

- by Mary Jo Grey

Waves of anti-government protests across Saudi Ara- -

“bia followed the horrific deaths of 14 girls in March in a
fire at a girls’ school in Mecca. The deaths, and severe

injuries to dozens of other students, were caused when

religious police forced those without robes and head
scarves back into the burning building. Details of the

uprising, only now leaking out, revealed that thousands

- of demonstrators—mainly women—protested in the
streets across the country. Some even removed their
veils. Police made mass arrests, hunting down leaders,
beating women and children with sticks and firing rub-
ber bullets: ;

* * B *
Hundreds of unarmed Nigerian women —from 30 to

- 90 years old~—.occupied a multi-million dollar Chevron-
- Texaco oil facility in Escravos, Nigeria in July. Holding
700 workers inside, they demanded jobs and aid for
their poverty-stricken village. Their week-long negotia-
tions ended with the threat of a traditional and power-
ful shaming gesture—removing their clothes. The com-
pany agreed to hire at least 25 villagers, as well as build
schools, water and electrical systems. The women, some
with babies tied to their backs, greeted the agreement
with singing and dancmg on the company docks.

A unity durmg the past. year between U.S. Christian
fundamentalist groups and Islamic fundamentalist
_nations has worked to restrict the expansion of repro-
~ ductive rights in United Nations documents and activi-
* ties. At the UN General Assembly Special Session on
Children in May, that unholy alliance succeeded in
denying all reproductive health services to children and
teens because they might include abortion. The Bush
administration gave its support to the alliance, saying it

shows that it “shares many social values with Islam.”

k % * *

Northern Kentucky Right to Life organization is urg-
ing a local health board to reject the use of federal funds

te-finance family planning services, charging that “con-

traceptives cause abortion.” Some board members called
the statement “scientifically flawed” and “extremist.”
Rejection of funding would seriously jeopardize aceess to
reproductive health semces to women throughout
northern Kentucky

* * - *
" The Women’s Caucus for Gender Justice is demand-

- ing fair representation for women in the election of

judges to the International Criminal Court. Only one
woman has ever served as judge on the International
Court of Justice in its more. than 80-year history. The
34-member International Law Commission had no
women in its 55 years of existence until two women
were elected late last year. The ad hoe tribunals looking
at war crimes, including mass rapes and rape camps, in
Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia had, at most, three
women. serving at any one time among the 14 perma-
nent judges.

—Informatlon from We!, Isis Intematlonal

--edly represents, and through her

Ppublic speech act disrupts the precarious balance of gen-

der identity.

Butler, like other feminists, criticizes Hegel for not
recognizing Antigone’s transgressive radicality. Mills
goes a step further in arguing that Antigone represents
Hegel’s neutralization of women’s desire. “Hegel’s
Antigone,” Mills writes, “is a response to the ‘problem’ of
female desire, and as such is an attempt to nullify the

‘persistence. of woman as other as she challenges any

simple notion of the rule of reason over passion” (Owl of

Minerva 33:2, p. 217).

To Mills, women remain forever the other of Hegel’
speculative system, cast out by the dominating drive of

“.the abstract and the universal over the erotic and the

sensual. Ironically, Mills recapitulates the problem
many have pointed out in Hegel, namely that in the
(few) places where he takes up women, he relegates
them to the family, to emotion outside of reason, to unre-
flecting subjectivity. Mills, in associating women solely
with their sensual drives, does the same.

While it’s true that Hegel often had a reactionary atti-
tude to women, Mills fails to satisfactorily answer
whether the journey of consciousness, through self-con-
sciousness, reason, spirit, religion to Absolute Knowl-
edge in The Phenomenology is necessarily a male jour-
ney. Hegel may have thought so as a person, but is his
philosophy limited by his gender politics?

This is a real question. It would be wrong to dismiss
out of hand Hegel’s sexism, but it would be equally
wrong to assume a complete identity between Hegel’s
politics and his philosophy. Marx himself addressed this
when he delved into Hegel to determine whether Hegel’s
accomodation to the Prussian state flowed necessarily
from his philosophy. It’s true, as Dunayevska showed in
Marxism and Freedom, that Hegel dehumanized the

" Idea instead of treating it as the dialectic of live men

and women. He ended up resorting to an external deter-
minant-the State—to resolve the contradictions of soci-
ety. However, Marx still saw Hegel’s dialectic of nega-
tivity as the movement of history, the algebra of revolu-
tionary transformation, though in alienated form. This
concept, Dunayevskaya argued, transcends the limits of
Hegel'’s political outlook.

Patricia Mills scoffs at attempts to “read Hegel
through the lens of Karl Marx,” but to those of us in
search of emancipatory alternatives, it seems rather
silly to just erase Marx’s appropriation of the Hegelian
dialectic. ‘It isn’t, after all, just about interpreting
Hegel’s attitude to women in his reading of Antigone,
but about our own search for an emancipatory meaning
and direction for feminist defiance today.

Prisoners talk change

New York — At the end of June the Women’s Prison
Association and Home Inc. hosted the tenth National
Roundtable for Women in Prison. It was a unique gath-

ering of former women prisoners, prisoner advocates, .

criminal justice professionals and social services
providers.

The opportunity for the women prisoners to partici-
pate was the highlight. It was the purpose of the round-
table to have an exchange of ideas about what change
would look like, how can we work together.

For the former prisoners willing to talk, just the fact
of their sharing their story was an act of courage and a
contribution. Helping other women, still in prison or
just getting out, was their first priority. The social ser-
vice providers pointed to those success stories and
made their case that better programs would make a dif-
ference. The academlcs presented their research. The
activists pointed out that for every prisoner who makes

it on the outside, there are a thousand who don’t. Thus,

they argued, putting band-aids on the problem is not a
solution, we have to work to abolish prisons altogether.

The former prisoners pointed to how they re-created
themselves from abused, neglected victims into strong
women fighting for others. But there is a danger in

_ focusing so much on individual needs. What gets lost is

the fact that this social system creates the poverty and
“crime.” The call for a systemic change, a revolution,

' has to start and come back to the individual. Becoming

new people in the process of fighting what’s wrong
highlights the point of revolution, which is not a change

as an event, but the continual re-creation of our com- -

mon humamty in each individual.

—Urszula Wislanka .

Southern Convention

Memphzs, Tenn.—-The fourth annual Southern\

Girls Convention was held July 19-21 in Athens, Ga.
Activists from across the South were invited to lead
workshops, give lectures and educate others on organiz-
L ing in their region. The
convention began right’
here in Memphis when the
Women’s Action Coalition
took on the task of starting
what would now be an
annual radical gathering
of activists based out of the
South.

. This year saw incredible
speeches by Mississippi-
based civil rights activist
Constance Curry and for-
mer Black Panther chair-
person Elaine Brown. Both
women spoke about their

ath an \

sphern,

u l 21,02
i ﬂ?uens ga.

and answered questions
from the packed auditorium. o

Though fraught with several organizational flaws,
this year’s conference saw many informative work-
shops, skill shares and roundtable discussions.

One example was the “How to start an abortion fund
in your town” workshop led by Wyndi Anderson of the
National Network of Abortion Funds. The NNAF helps
women pay for abortion procedures, and even provides
‘housing, transportation and emotional support. Several
women, including myself, left this workshop with imme-
diate plans to start an abortion fund in their town.

Other topics covered were “TransFeminism,” a dis-
cussion on transwomen as part of the feminist move-

ment; “Lame is good: How to be an ally to disabled"
folks,” in which ableism within radical communities was ’

discussed; “Intersex—what it is & how it affects you”
offered a detailed account of hfe as. someone who is
intersexed.

The weekend ended with a ‘meeting of orgamzers
past, present and future, and it was decided that next
year the conference will take place in Asheville, N.C.

All of us decided to keep in touch via a list serve to
create ‘an organizers’ manual to be passed along from

year to year. There was also talk of keeping the focus .

away from the primarily white punk community, as it
detracts from a major part of what makes the South so
wonderful and that is the fact that it is a melting pot of -
all types of different people and communities.
—Michaela Parra

Workmg unpaid hours

Los Angeles —I'm a licensed visiting nurse (LVN). I
take care of a three-year old baby girl who has had a tra-

cheotomy since she was born because of digestion prob-

lems. I work eight hour shifts at night; six days a week.
Another LVN works the early morning shift after me,
and the mether of the baby takes care of her till I come
to work.

The parents are very.poor and have to depend on the
state for all their medical assistance. I am pald by the
state at a very low rate.

Two weeks ago the mother gave birth to a new baby.

There was no one to care for the three year old. The

other LVN couldn’t help me as she works a second job on

the weekend when this all happened. The husband .

works afternoons for 12 hours, at less then minimum
wage.
He is undocumented so they can get away w1th it. All

the relatives.were afraid to take care of the three year

old because of the tracheotomy. I ended up working
three 24-hour days in a row, but for only three days of
eight hours pay per day. If I had not done this I would
have lost three days pay as the state would bave hospi-
talized the baby.since there was no one else to watch
her. All this to keep from losing three days pay. Now
does this mJake sense? Somethmg is wrong here.

- —Georgianna Williams
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