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EDITORIAL

Tasting the bitter
fruits of occupation

It took only three weeks for the combined power of
the U.S. and British armed forces to destroy the
regime of Saddam Hussein. Saddam’s Iraq once pos-
sessed one of the largest and most well-equipped
armies in the world, but defeat in the 1991 Gulf War
and more than a decade of economic sanctions since
then had significantly diminished the country’s mil-
itary might.

More importantly, a generation of repression by
the totalitarian Ba'ath Party and its police appara-
tus resulted in a population filled with so much
resentment toward its overlords that despite the
cadres of paramilitary fighters dispatched to compel
resistance to the invaders, the regime was toppled in
short order.

George W. Bush, Dick Cheney and the other
hawks of the U.S. executive branch could hardly
mask their delight that the reckless plans they laid
had paid off, without caring
to acknowledge that, as a
headline in The New York
Times put it, the “number of
Iragis killed may never be
determined.”

Donald Rumsfeld, the sec-
retary of defense and chief
architect of the invasion’s
military strategy, was even
moved to force a strange
comparison between the

scenes of Iraqis pulling down statues of Saddam and |

the fall of the East European Communist regimes in
1 1989. Doubtless this veteran Cold Warrior knows
that no U.S. troops assisted the masses of Berlin res-
idents who forcibly dismantled the ugly wall that
had divided their city for so long, but perhaps it was
wishful thinking on his part. The rulers of the U.S.
are much more comfortable when their tanks and
hehcopters are on the scene to see that matters
remain well in hand.

DIRE CONDITIONS IGNORED

Despite the presence of those troops throughout
many of Iraqg’s cities however, they seem little
inclined to secure the material well-being of the
country’s people. There were evidently no orders to
discourage the hungry and destitute crowds, whe
took what they could from government buildings,
from targeting even Baghdad’s overtaxed and under-
supplied hospitals.

The U.S. did nothing as the cultural history of
Iraq was stolen from its national museum. Nor did
the U.S. military seem to be sensitive to calls from
| humanitarian organizations to make a commitment

to assure the security of efforts to deliver food and
other supplies to a population heretofore largely
dependent on the Iraqgi government for sustenance.

This ambivalence to the present dire condition of
‘the Iraqi people extends to their future as well. No
plan has been released that details just how the U.S.
intends to administer Iraqg. A retired army general,
Jay Garner, has been appointed as chief executive of
the occupying forces, but despite his recent entry
into the country, his plans have yet to bé made pub-
lic. Most of the U.S. government’s diplomatic efforts

have instead been directed toward letting the UN

and the anti-war faction of its Security Council know
that they will have only the most subordinate role in
rebuilding the country.

The Bush administration’s main goal—the eradi-

cation of Saddam’s rule—was achieved slightly

ahead of schedule. This development has starkly

revealed that the concrete future of the Iraqi people
was only a secondary priority for the U.S.

VESTIGES OF HATED REGIME

What is clear is that the U.S. would like to main-
tain as many Ba'athist functionaries in place as pos-
sible to eventually reinvigorate the basic functions of
state power. It is also clear that this will be unac-
ceptable to much of the Iragi population, who will
tolerate nothing less than a clean bréak with the
institutions of the hated former regime. |

The British occupiers of Basra found out as much

(Continued on page 4)

~ This most recent rebellion is a typical

. opposition, but the polls still show levels

Black America's challenge to
Bush's war and repressmn

by Gerard Emmett and
- Nouveau Toussaint

In the everyday war that rages on the
streets of America, on April 17 several
hundred residents of Chicago's Cabrini-
Green housing projects surrounded the
Near North District police station, pelting
officers with rocks and bottles. This came
after a routine traffic stop ended in a beat-
ing for construction worker Rondell Free-
man. He didn't open his car door fast
enough, so police broke all his windows,
drew their guns, and beat, maced and
arrested him along with three others.

The people of the community objected
to this thuggish behavior and took action.

event in this area which also recently saw
protests erupt over the police murder of
Michael Walker. Cabrini-Green remains a
volatile community.

In regard to the better publicized war
in Iraq that has been in the news, while
the polls have changed in recent weeks as
the Bush administration has claimed vic-
tory, one thing has remained constant: the
greatest opposition to the war remains
among African Americans. While opposi-
tion among all Americans sometimes
reached high poll numbers, that came [
with qualifications and demurrals—such |
as "only with UN support." The "success-
ful" war has now undermined that kind of

lependent Media Center

Young activists defend affirmative action on the steps of the U.S.

(Continued on page 10) Supreme Court and other sites in Washington, D.C., April 1.

Never was it more important to keep a revolution-
ary journal like News & Letters alive. No other
paper anywhere presents to the world the voices of
those fighting for freedom inseparable from the artic-

ulation of a philosophy of revolution. And such a phi- .

losophy of liberation is needed if the movements for
freedom are ever to succeed in uprooting the dehu-
manized world in which we live and creating a new
one based on human foundations.

George Bush's pre-emptive and unconscionable

attack on Iraq was met, before the first bombs had
ever fallen, with the emergence of a worldwide, mas-
sive and multidimensional anti-war movement that
has drawn in a whole new generation of youth. At
such an historic moment, it is crucial that their activ-
ities are wedded to a positive vision of a new society
that can replace capitalism, the economic, political
and social system on which the inbumanity of Bush'
drive for permanent war is based.

Thls issue of News & Letters celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the moment Marxist-Humanism, as
a philosophy of revolution, was born. At that time, in
1953, Raya Dunayevskaya recognized, in the unity of
the movement from practice and the movement from
theory, a pathway to a new society. News and Letters
Committees has tried to develop that new beginning
and that unity of theory/practice ever since. It is. why

we have chosen this moment to sponsor a class series

on "Negativity and Freedom: Philosophic Challenges
to Capitalism, War and Terror," at the same time that

‘we participate in all other freedom activities.

It is also why this spring we are publishing a new
pamphlet of Marxist-Humanist Writings on the Mid-
dle East from the 1960s to Today. Part I will present
selected writings by Raya Dunayevskaya from the
early 1960s to the 1980s, and Part II will consist of
selected writings published in News & Letters since
Dunayevskaya's death in 1987.

It is also why we will soon publish a "Marxist-

—

1 t6 help keep News & Letters gomg

Humanist Statement on the Black Dimension” which
will show that the opposition to capitalism and war is
nowhere deeper than in Black America—and that the
Marxist-Humanist concept of "Black masses as van-
guard" has emerged over and over again in Black
mass struggles against racism, police abuse, the
AIDS crisis, and the criminal injustice system, which
all define capitalist society today.

ost of all, it is why we present the voices of all

forces of revolt—from labor to youth and from

women to the Black dimension—in a paper that grap-
ples at the same time with the hard questions of what
it takes to create a new society. That is what you will
read in each and every page of this issue.

For all these reasons we urgently need your help!
As we have done every year since we began in 1955,
we again turn to you, our readers, to help us meet the
ever-rising costs for our office rent and the printing of
N&L—and to help us get our new publications on the
Middle East and on the Black dimension off ‘the
press. Those costs alone will surpass $5,000.

" NEVER WAS YOUR HELP MORE NEEDED!

PLEASE GIVE AS GENEROUSLY AS YOU CAN TO
HELP KEEP US ALIVE' :

V

i Enciosed is my contribution of $

; 1 am enclosing §. for gift subscnptxoﬁs
to mtroduce others to News & Letters (addresses
i enelosed)

i NAME.
b ADDRESS
Cm STATE le,

[ Send with your check or money order to:

L NEWS&LETrERs -
[ 36 S. Wabash, Room 1440, Chicago, IL 60603
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