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EDITORIAL 
Tasting the bitter 

fruits of occupation 
It took only three weeks for the combined power of 

the U.S. and British armed forces to destroy the 
regime of Saddam Hussein. Saddam's Iraq once pos
sessed one of the largest and most well-equipped 
armies in the world, but defeat in the 1991 Gulf War 
and more than a decade of economic sanctions since 
then had significantly diminished the country's mil
itary might. 

More importantly, a generation of repression by 
the totalitarian Ba'ath Party and its police appara
tus resulted in a population filled with so much 
resentment toward its overlords that despite the 
cadres of paramilitary fighters dispatched to compel 
resistance to the invaders, the regime was toppled in 
short order. 

George W. Bush, Dick Cheney and the other 
hawks of the U.S. executive branch could hardly 
mask their delight that the reckless plans they laid 

had paid off, without caring 
to acknowledge that, as a 
headline in The New York 
Times put it, the "number of 
Iraqis killed may never be 
determined." 

Donald Rumsfeld, the sec
retary of defense and chief 
architect of the invasion's 
military strategy, was even 
moved to force a strange 
comparison between the 

scenes of Iraqis pulling down statues of Saddam and 
the fall of the East European Communist regimes in 
1989. Doubtless this veteran Cold Warrior knows 
that no U.S. troops assisted the masses of Berlin res
idents who forcibly dismantled the ugly wall that 
had divided their city for so long, but perhaps it was 
wishful thinking on his part. The rulers of the U.S. 
are much more comfortable when their tanks and 
helicopters are on the scene to see that matters 
remain well in hand. 

"Workshop 
Talks" by Htun 
Lin and 
"Black/Red 
View" by John 
Alan appear on 
pages 3 and 10 
this month. 

DIRE CONDITIONS IGNORED 
Despite the presence of those troops throughout 

many of Iraq's cities however, they seem little 
inclined to secure the material well-being of the 
country's people. There were evidently no orders to 
discourage the hungry and destitute crowds, who 
took what they could from government buildings, 
from targeting even Baghdad's overtaxed and under-
supplied hospitals. 

The U.S. did nothing as the cultural history of 
Iraq was stolen from its national museum. Nor did 
the U.S. military seem to be sensitive to calls from 
humanitarian organizations to make a commitment 
to assure the security of efforts to deliver food and 
other supplies to a population heretofore largely 
dependent on the Iraqi government for sustenance. 

This ambivalence to the present dire condition of 
the Iraqi people extends to their future as well. No 
plan has been released that details just how the U.S. 
intends to administer Iraq. A retired army general, 
Jay Garner, has been appointed as chief executive of 
the occupying forces, but despite his recent entry 
into the country, his plans have yet to be made pub
lic. Most of the U.S. government's diplomatic efforts 
have instead been directed toward letting the UN 
and the anti-war faction of its Security Council know 
that they will have only the most subordinate role in 
rebuilding the country. 

The Bush administration's main goal—the eradi
cation of Saddam's rule—was achieved slightly 
ahead of schedule. This development has starkly 
revealed that the concrete future of the Iraqi people 
was only a secondary priority for the U.S. 

VESTIGES OF HATED REGIME 
What is clear is that the U.S. would like to main

tain as many Ba'athist functionaries in place as pos
sible to eventually reinvigorate the basic functions of 
state power. It is also clear that this will be unac
ceptable to much of the Iraqi population, who will 
tolerate nothing less than a clean bredk with the 
institutions of the hated former regime. 

The British occupiers of Basra found out as much 
(Continued on page 4) 

Black America's challenge to 
Bush's war and repression 

by Gerard Emmett and 
Nouveau Toussaint 

In the everyday war that rages on the 
streets of America, on April 17 several 
hundred residents of Chicago's Cabrini-
Green housing projects surrounded the 
Near North District police station, pelting 
officers with rocks and bottles. This came 
after a routine traffic stop ended in a beat
ing for construction worker Rondell Free
man. He didn't open his car door fast 
enough, so police broke all his windows, 
drew their guns, and beat, maced and 
arrested him along with three others. 

The people of the community objected 
to this thuggish behavior and took action. 
This most recent rebellion is a typical 
event in this area which also recently saw 
protests erupt over the police murder of 
Michael Walker. Cabrini-Green remains a 
volatile community. 

In regard to the better publicized war 
in Iraq that has been in the news, while 
the polls have changed in recent weeks as 
the Bush administration has claimed vic
tory, one thing has remained constant: the 
greatest opposition to the war remains 
among African Americans. While opposi
tion among all Americans sometimes 
reached high poll numbers, that came 
with qualifications and demurrals—such 
as "only with UN support." The "success
ful" war has now undermined that kind of 
opposition, but the polls still show levels 

(Continued on page 10) 
Young activists defend affirmative action on the steps of the U. 
Supreme Court and other sites in Washington, D.C., April 1. 

Never was it more important to keep a revolution
ary journal like News & Letters alive. No other 

paper anywhere presents to the world the voices of 
those fighting for freedom inseparable from the artic
ulation of a philosophy of revolution. And such a phi
losophy of liberation is needed if the movements for 
freedom are ever to succeed in uprooting the dehu
manized world in which we live and creating a new 
one based on human foundations. 

George Bush's pre-emptive and unconscionable 
attack on Iraq was.met, before the first bombs had 
ever fallen, with the emergence of a worldwide, mas
sive and multidimensional anti-war movement that 
has drawn in a whole new generation of youth. At 
such an historic moment, it is crucial that their activ
ities are wedded to a positive vision of a new society 
that can replace capitalism, the economic, political 
and social system on which the inhumanity of Bush's 
drive for permanent war is based. 

This issue of News & Letters celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the moment Marxist-Humanism, as 

a philosophy of revolution, was born. At that time, in 
1953, Raya Dunayevskaya recognized, in the unity of 
the movement from practice and the movement from 
theory, a pathway to a new society. News and Letters 
Committees has tried to develop that new beginning 
and that unity of theory/practice ever since. It is why 
we have chosen this moment to sponsor a class series 
on "Negativity and Freedom: Philosophic Challenges 
to Capitalism, War and Terror," at the same time that 
we participate in all other freedom activities. 

It is also why this spring we are publishing a new 
pamphlet of Marxist-Humanist Writings on the Mid
dle East from the 1960s to Today. Part I will present 
selected writings by Raya Dunayevskaya from the 
early 1960s to the 1980s, and Part II will consist of 
selected writings published in News & Letters since 
Dunayevskaya's death in 1987. 

It is also why we will soon publish a "Marxist-

Humanist Statement on the Black Dimension" which 
will show that the opposition to capitalism and war is 
nowhere deeper than in Black America—and that the 
Marxist-Humanist concept of "Black masses as van
guard" has emerged over and over again in Black 
mass struggles against racism, police abuse, the 
AIDS crisis, and the criminal injustice system, which 
all define capitalist society today. 

Most of all, it is why we present the voices of all 
forces of revolt—from labor to youth and from 

women to the Black dimension—in a paper that grap
ples at the same time with the hard questions of what 
it takes to create a new society. That is what you will 
read in each and every page of this issue. 

For all these reasons we urgently need your help! 
As we have done every year since we began in 1955, 
we again turn to you, our readers, to help us meet the 
ever-rising costs for our office rent and the printing of 
N&L—and to help us get our new publications on the 
Middle East and on the Black dimension off the 
press. Those costs alone will surpass $5,000. 

NEVER WAS YOUR HELP MORE NEEDED! 
PLEASE GIVE AS GENEROUSLY AS YOU CAN TO 
HELP KEEP US ALIVE! 

Enclosed is my contribution of $_ 
to help keep News & Letters going. 
I am enclosing $_ . for gift subscriptions 
to introduce others to News & Letters (addresses 
enclosed) 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE Zip 

Send with your check or money order to: 
NEWS & LETTERS 

36 S. Wabash, Room 1440, Chicago, IL 60603 
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Queer Liberation or commodification? Afghanistan 'free'? 
by Amy Garrison 

Amy Garrison is young lesbian activist in Memphis, 
Tenn. This column is adapted from her talk on "Sexu
ality and Revolution" at a recent News & Letters meet
ing.—Ed. 

The Stonewall riot during the summer of 1969 might 
be the seminal event in queer revolutionary history. 
After weeks of ruthless persecution by 
police, mostly characterized by ^RJJB 
unprompted raids on New York City's KkmH. 
gay bars, the patrons of the Stonewall 
Inn rioted as the bar staff, drag queens, and transgen-
der clientele were arrested without cause on June 28. 

The violent riot was suppressed by the police in the 
early morning hours of the 28th, but peaceful protests 
of the incident continued well into the day. Gay men 
and their supporters gathered outside the bar and held 
hands, kissed, and chanted. Within a month the Gay 
Liberation Front arose from the struggle of the queers 
involved in the riot in an effort to overturn existing, 
oppressive social policies and practices. 

The riot and the formation of this group established 
a precedent in queer political history, and while it was 
undeniably an important first step toward equality for 
queers in this society, the Stonewall incident fell short 

Mourning Mothers 
San Francisco—Bush's war motivated many peo

ple to organize. What gets coverage are the demon
strations of hundreds of thousands. What does not get 

B 

as much attention are new, independent organizations. 
There are teachers organizing teach-ins and sup

porting student walkouts; youth forming affinity 
groups; neighborhood people in candlelight vigils, and 
many more. 

One of the most creative new forms of protest is the 
Mourning Mothers. Mary, one of the founders of 
Mourning Mothers, describes its beginning: 

"The Mourning Mothers are part of a larger grass
roots Northern California mobilization called Direct 
Action to Stop the War (DASW)... A diverse group of 
activists launched DASW in October 2002; our first 
action was the peace camp and shut-down of the San 
Francisco Federal Building on Oct. 9 and 10, in 
response to Congress handing over its war authority to 
the Executive Branch. DASW also organized the awe
some 'Day-After' action, in which 20,000 activists came 
together and shut down the financial district on March 
20, the day after war was officially declared. Several 
Mourning Mothers have been or are currently mem
bers of DASW working group. 

"The Mourning Mothers was inspired by a Bread 
and Puppet street theatre piece that a few of us saw in 
Washington, D.C. on Sept. 29, 2002, at the first major 
No War on Iraq peace march. At the end of December, 
the founders of Bread and Puppets gave us their bless
ings to run with the idea. A group of about 12 of us cre
ated the giant masks, cloth children, and gowns in a 
half dozen work sessions... Our first action was the 
Feb. 16 march in San Francisco for peace, democracy, 
ecology, and justice!" 

The Mourning Mothers' form of protest is designed 
to draw in participation from other protesters, by 
actively identifying with the grief of mothers anywhere 
(though primarily Iraqi mothers now) who are losing 
their children. A fairly routine picket line in front of 
the Federal Building was transformed when the entire 
demonstration of several hundred, rather than just 
marching in circles, joined the grieving ceremony 
Mourning Mothers staged by "burying" the cloth chil
dren in a white sheet. The solemn, silent ceremony of 
taking each cloth child and laying him/her out, made 
the cost of war very graphic. 

We distributed some flowers among the protesters to 
put on the "graves" of cloth, but many went out to get 
more flowers to honor the dead. Some brought full bou
quets, complete with a card reading "I am sorry you 
had to die for U.S. imperialism." Many people openly 
cried realizing that while our ceremony was only sym
bolic, it was all too real. 

The Mourning Mothers have participated in other 
Bay Area events, not just the big marches, but many 
smaller events, like the Oakland docks action on April 
7 and ChevronTexaco action on April 14. 

-U. W. 

of being truly revolutionary. For the first time, queers 
were identifying themselves-if not explicitly-as a 
philosophical category composed of oppressed individu
als, as the Other, as a body of people with a valid cri
tique of their objective conditions. 

STALLED AT CULTURE AND IDENTITY 
But the queers who composed the new Gay Libera

tion Front and the pro-queer 
| | ] ^ f t f | | ^ g groups since that era have 

~ been stymied in their struggle 
for queer equality because of 

their emphasis on a partial rejection of the capitalist 
machine of oppression. They have made the first 
dialectical mbvement-which Marx calls first nega-
tion-in that they have established their opposition to 
their specific grievances with capitalist society. 

But because most queer political groups have failed 
to recognize the importance of transcending that first 
negation-of negating their opposition and moving forth 
with their struggle for a new human society, where all 
human relations are radically transformed - the queer 
movement stalled sometime after Stonewall. The most 
political queer organizations are now preoccupied with 
is progress without revolution, with making legislative 
changes without changing the entire political frame
work of this society, with improving the relationships 
between queers and heterosexuals without improving 
the whole of human relationships. 

What is worse is the tendency of many queers to 
identify the pro-queer movement as merely a cultural 
movement and not one with broad social and political 
implications. 

The queer movement, in its general refusal to com
pletely oppose capitalist ideology, has itself been sub
ject to commodification and corruption. The tradition of 
queer "pride" is the best example of this perversion. 
Various symbols of queer pride are adopted by capital
ist producers and aggressively marketed to the queer 
population. Queer beer, queer credit cards, queer vaca
tion packages, queer dating services, and queer mass 
media are some of the worst examples of the queer 
identity being appropriated, packaged, and produced 
by exploitative capitalists. • -

Even the queer pride celebrations held every June in 
U.S. and European cities are usually just that-cele-
brations, a time for queers to flaunt their queerness 
with reckless abandon and abundant alcohol but with
out a thought for the practical and theoretical develop
ment of the queer movement. 

REJECT ALL ALIENATIONS 
Queers seem to be faced with the dilemma of a stilt

ed political movement concerned with superficial, leg
islative improvements and highly commercialized 
social movement which attempts to validate every pref
erence, indulgence, and whim of the queer person with
out regard for his or her self-development and without 
regard to the objective, oppressive context of the soci-
ety-at-large. 

We queers cannot remain trapped between these two 
alternatives if we have a serious commitment to 
improving our position in society; nor can we ignore the 
fact that our problematic situation is a subset of the 
problems of capitalism as a whole. 

We must accept the challenge of rejecting capital
ism's alienated mode of relations between humans-a 
problem that has clearly been exacerbated by capital
ism's method of production-and put forth our own way 
of relating to each other and to all of humanity. Only 
then will we be on our way to the respect, recognition, 
freedom and equality to which all of humanity is enti
tled. 

San Francisco—On April 2, Tahmeena Faryal of 
the Revolutionary Association of the Women of 
Afghanistan (RAWA) came again to the U.S. to give an 
update, on the situation in Afghanistan. Last time, in 
November 2001, the crowds were overflowing. Hun
dreds had to be turned away. This time the audience 
was much smaller, about 1O0. Yet the need for solidar
ity is just a$ great. 

Faryal spoke on the current situation. Afghanistan 
is supposedly "liberated," yet after the bombing and 
vast destruction, fundamentalism remains, both in the 
Northern Alliance and among other groups. The U.S. 
used the plight of women to justify "Operation Endur
ing Freedom," the name for the bombing campaign. 

Yet Human Rights Watch concluded recently 
that post-Taliban Afghanistan is no different 
than under the Taliban in many areas. Some 
women were able to take off their burkhas, and 
some men1 shaved their beards, but there is no 
liberation. A recent demonstration demanding 
basic necessities was suppressed bloodily, with 
four people killed outright. Even Hamid Karzai, 
the U.S.-insitalled president, cannot speak freely. 

It makes! the refugees hesitant to return. Three mil
lion are still outside Afghanistan. The children in the 
camps are called "children of garbage" because that's 
where they scrounge for something to eat. RAWA is 
proud to try to bring some education to them, but for 
most holding a pencil and learning to write is just a 
dream. 

RAWA was the most mobilized form of resistance to 
fundamentalism, yet even today, they cannot have an 
office in Afghanistan. So they continue their efforts 
outside the country. On March 18, RAWA held a cele
bration of International Women's Day in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. They termed the Hamid Karzai government 
a total faihjire, stating that "the Taliban and the North
ern Alliance both looted the country of its freedom and 
the women of their due rights. Both were fundamen
talists and puppets in the hands of outsiders." 

Later that day, Malalai Hospital's assistant 
director, Mr. Mohsin, was shot by fundamentalist 
terroris ts while entering the RAWA hospital in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan. 

Afghanistan clearly needs solidarity. The Afghan 
people themselves should rebuild the country. Faryal 
ended by saying that democracy cannot be brought in 
from the outside, and that Afghanistan is a good exam
ple for Iraq: bombing in the name of liberation cannot 
work. 

—Urszula Wislanska 

Welfare rights victory 
New York — In a major victory for the welfare 

rights movement in New York City, the city council 
passed a law giving most recipients the right to some 
education and training instead of merely drudge work 
in return for welfare benefits. The council had to over
rule Mayor Bloomberg's veto of the legislation; 
Bloomberg wants to carry on the draconian welfare 
rules instigated by former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
that required long hours of work without any opportu
nity for education or training. 

Local welfare rights organizations have made the 
right to education a focal point of their campaigns since 
the federal law was overhauled in 1996 and "workfare" 
became compulsory. The victory runs contrary to the 
general direction of federal law but is not prohibited by 
it. The change, though, will not benefit most recipients. 

—Poverty activist 

Novel imagines future ruled by religious Right 
Half Nation Under God is a novel by Cora Corbett 

published in 2002 by Eru Books, a new feminist pub
lishing company. It is set in the near future in the U.S. 
to show why the religious Right is dangerous to democ
racy. Half of the states are "free" and operate under 

democracy as we know it today, while half 
are under the type of government that the 
religious Right wants to impose. 

Sharon Clark, a reporter from the free 
state of Southern California, goes to the 
"religious" state of Arizona to investigate 
abuses of women imprisoned for attempt
ing to have abortions or attempting to 
leave the state while pregnant. Her intent 
is to expose the corruption of the "Moral
ist" party to prevent Southern California 
from voting "Moralist" in the next elec
tion. 

She learns that women of Color impris
oned for having an abortion are sterilized, 
while white women are impregnated sev
eral times before their release, their 

babies sold to infertile couples. Pregnant white 
teenagers are urged by religious right "clinics" and 
radio commercials to give their babies up for adoption 
to religious right couples. The novel makes the point 
that those who want to prohibit safe, legal abortion are 
not concerned with the morality of killing fetuses, as 
mixed-race pregnancies are aborted. 

Cora Corbett also shows that reproductive rights are 
connected to human rights. Two Hispanic teenagers 
having an argument over whether their oppression is 

Half Nation 

Under God, 

Cora Cor

bett. 

2002: Tucson, 

AZ, Eru Books. 

342 pp. 

"really" about sexism or racism realize that it is about 
both. Two other Hispanic teenagers, Martha and 
Anthony, are placed in foster care when their mother is 
imprisoned for practicing herbal medicine for people 
who can't afford medical care. They experience brutal 
treatment designed to make them into submissive ser
vants, then told that they must work for years to pay 
the state back for their time in foster care. 

The religious Right often accuses abortion rights 
activists of making human beings into "commodities" 
by not giving fetuses the status of human beings. That 
it is the ; religious Right and capitalism that make 
human beings into commodities is illustrated in the 
novel by indentured servitude for people of color and 
the expectation that white women enter into submis
sive roles, in marriage. It is illustrated by the selling of 
babies and the making of white women into "breeders." 

At the beginning, Sharon wants her Pulitzer-win
ning storjv Martha wants to free her brother, and both 
want to flee to safety. But both realize that there will 
be no safety in the free states if people who are aware 
of the situation do not take a stand. Both reject a polit
ical network in Arizona that plots a violent overthrow 
of the government because it does not try to save indi
viduals, considering them casualties of war. 

The other option is unclear, as the book leaves the 
characters at a point where they are committed to 
social change without saying exactly how they will cre
ate this change. However Sharon reacts to the violent 
revolutionaries by expressing a preference for democ
ratic action by educated masses. 

-Adele 


