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Stnkes for health

by Htun Lm

In Los Angeles Counl,y, 15,000 grocery. workers went

on strike at Vons: Then Kroger and Albertsons locked

_out their 49,000 employees. At the same time; Los
Angeles transit workers struck, like the grocery work-- ’

ers, primarily over health care. Last year another mil-
hon American’ workers lost their health insurance,

adding to the 43 million who already had no insurarice..

“This battle is. growing nationwide," said . Greg
Denier, director of communications for the United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW), the union that rep-
resents the grocery workers: "What's happening is that
contracts are up across the country in different areas.
The employers are dedicated to eliminating affordable
health care for employees, sothe national health care
crisis is being played out on the picket line.

"Rick Icaza, président of UFCW. Local 770, said,
"They're talking about cutting our benefits in half. This
could -mean the loss of vision coverage, dental, even
pension benefits. That's how draconian this i is."

The companies also are demanding a two-tier wage
system. One UFCW member said this would be used to
get rid of the old-timers. Well, he doesn't have to spec-
ulate. At Kaiser, the HMO where I work, the union
allowed two-tier to come in after an eight-week strike.

Gradually, the whole place. was re-engineered to.

replace those on the first tier with newer second tier
employees.

While Los Angeles workers are ﬁghtmg the loss of .

health insurance, and dramatic increases in their co-
pays and deductibles, for us health care workers that

© crisis and ongoing battle is-also played out daily in the

(Contmued on page 3)

Raclsm in callforma
by John Alan

Two events happened in California at approilmafe-

1y the same time. One was the recall of Governor Gray

Davis and the election of Arnold Schwarzenegger as

Governor. This was nationally covered by the news -
- media. The other was the failure of a jury, composed
mostly of white suburbanites and. no African Ameri- -

cans, to convict the “Riders," a trio of Oakland police-
men charged with conspiracy to falsely arrest, file false

police” reports, plant evidence, assault and kidnap .

African Americans. »

The jury did not outright exonerate them, but after
deliberating 56 days, it deadlocked and failed to bring
any convictions. This never came near to getting
national media attention. After all, it was only anoth-
er one of those conflicts between poor Afrlcan Ameri-
cans and an urban police force.

The Riders' trial was the longest and. most costly in
Oakland's history. It is estimated that it cost two to

‘three -million dollars. Jurors' lunches alone cost
$11,000 and they were paid $30,000. Significantly, dur-

ing the. criminal trial, Oakland settled federal civil
rights claims of 119 pla1nt1ffs against the Rulers for
$10.5 million.

Many African Amencans in Oakland are bothered
by the fact that there were no African Americans on

- the jury. At first, this appears to be incomprehensible.

After all, the crimes that the Riders were charged with

happened in areas where the Afmcan—Amerlcan popu- -

lation is the majority.

According to prosecutor David Hollister; the length
of the trial kept many working class minorities off the
jury. He gave an example: “If you get a:juror who is 27

- years old from West Oakland who is working an hourly

wage, his' employer might give him a day off with pay,
but he is not going to give him four months off with

- (Contmued on page 9)
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Bush's deepening quagmire—

the U. S. economy and Iraq

by Gerard Emmett

George W. ‘Bush has troubles. Heis:
facing ‘a nasty quagmire of his own !
making in Iraq, with the steady-loss
of YU.S. 'soldiers—at a rate of one
death for every two days of the occu-
pation of that country—that has
become absolutely unacceptable to

failed to report back for duty in Iraq -
after domestic leaves are the tip of
the iceberg of a growing resistance to’
Bush's Iraq adventure. ¥
Further, he is also facing a new
revolt of workers here in the U.S.in a
nationwide wave of strikes, largely
over health care and health insurance
issues, that have implications that
cut to the heart of the capitalist sys-
tem-and its current world order.

HEALTH CARE BATTLEFIELD

Many of the current strikes are the
result of pressure by employers to
foist rising costs of health care bene-
fits onto workers. U.S. workers today

are being forced to pay 50% more for Los Angeles, Cal.—UFCW picket outside Vons grocery store.

health insurance than they were just
three years ago. According to a survey by the Kaiser
Family Foundation, two-thirds of large employers

~increased what employees must pay for health insur-
ance this year, and half plan such increases next.year.

Nearly one-third of the 44 million American workers

without health insurance are employed by large.com-

panies, up from one-quarter in 1987, :
Concessions over health care, plant closings, and

other issues were pushed on auto workers by the blg

three automakers, and similar demands were made on
Detroit newspaper workers. The new three-year con-
tract with Detroit newspapers means that new

. employees will not be eligible for insurance after they

retire, among other concessions. »
Other union workers are fighting back against this
trend. About 90,000 members of the United Food and

Commercial Workers union are now out on strike

(Continued on page 9)

Mass revolt topples Bohwa 's ruler

Throughout the ‘month of October the mmers, peas-
ants, farmers, students ‘and teachers of Bolivia
engaged in massive street protests and strikes that

succeeded in bringing down the government of Presi-

dent Gonzalo Sénchez de Lozada on Oct. 17.

Overthe past several years the Bolivian government
has privatized the natural resources of the country,
especially the natural gas and -oil industry. Most

recently. the government has tried to permit foreign:

corporations to export Bolivia’s patural gas through a

“Chilean port. The gas is to then go to Mexico for pro-

cessing and will end. up-being consumed in the U.S,
where it will benefit U.S. business interests. Bolivian

-workers insist that natural gas is a national patrimony
and that it should instead be used to industrialize -

Bolivia and provide more jobs for the people.

For decades U.S. corporations have amassed huge
profits from the natural resources of Bolivia:~as seen
in the exploitation of Bolivia’s tin industry. While oil
and natural gas long ago supplanted tin mining as
Bolivia’s major export, the overwhelming majority of
its people continue to live in extreme poverty.

CHALLENGING NEO-LIBERALISM

In September Bolivian workers moved to take his-
tory into their own hands by insisting that the govern-
ment reverse the privatization' of the natural gas
industry and end the entire neo-liberal policy that has
been in effect since the mid-1980s. A main architect of
that policy is Gonzalo Sénchez de Lozada himself, who

was a Finance Minister in the mid-1980s. From then

until becoming president, he repeatedly declared there
is no alternative to the “free” market and globalization.
In addition to demanding de Lozada’s resignation,
many other demands have been raised in the course of
these largely spontaneous protests—from rolling back
the fees imposed on water use to providing higher
salaries for teachers and adequately funding schools to
respecting the rights of the indigenous peoples.
‘Throughout - October workers blocked highways
around the country and the trade union confederation
called for a general strike. The protests, which began
in the capital, La Paz, soon spread to such key areas as

‘Cochabamba and Santa Criz.

Large numbers of people have also forméd their own
neighborhood committees and block associations.
Almost all stores, businesses and schools have been

foreed to close by the protests and the means of trans-

portation have been largely shut down. Most impor-

tant, many workers have begun to take control of fac-

tories, mines and farms during the upsurge.
'I\zvo-thu'ds of the nation has been paralyzed. The

. road leading to the presidential palace was blocked by
protesters and de Lozada was forced to remain in h1s

private residence under heavy armed guard.
The government sent military troops and the police

_to repress the protests. They have so far killed 87 pro-

testers. The hospitals are filled with- the injured and
dead. There are reports that U.S. soldiers and diplo-
matic attachés stationed in Bolivia have taken part in
directing attacks against the protesters.

Despite the violent repression, the protests only
increased in size. Several military. officials from both

the higher and lower ranks have refused to shoot into. -
the crowds. Serious divisions are emerging between

the military and government officials. This resulted in

. the resignation of President de' Lozada on Oct. 17,

whereupon he immediately caught a plane to the U.S.

De Lozada has been replaced for . now by the Vice
President, Carlos Mesa. Mesa says that he is willing to
accept some of the demands of the people, but union
leaders and progressive organizations—which inchides
the Movement for Socialism, led by Evo Morales, and
Felipe Quispe, leader of the massive indigenous rights

movement~—say it is too late to negotiate. They are

demanding that government officials resign and not.be

allowed to leave the country so that they can be tried -

for crimes against the people. .

Luis: Quispi stated on Oct. 18 i in response to Mesa’s
calls for negotiations: “We are going to continue the
blockades. We are not going to be with the executive,

‘we are always going to be the oppdsition.”

The revolt of the Bolivian workers has proven how
powerful is the dialectic of the masses and how a mass
movement can bring profm_md changes to society. They

have shown that it is possable for working people to’

establish a different economic system through their
own committees and forms of self-governance. )
The counter-revolution is watching these events

very closely. The U.S. embassy is giving full support to
Mesa’s government, just as it earlier fully supported de

Tozada, and it has warned that it will not tolerate any
k1nd of radlcal departure from government policies. .
. —Marcos

- Independent Media Center/Los Angeles







