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WORKSHOP 
Chasing jobs away 

by Htun Lin 

Bush's chairman of the Council of Economic Advis
ers recently said that American jobs going offshore to 
other countries is "a good thing for the economy." He 
had an accurate point in his inverted world: Capitalists 
have been enjoying windfall profits through ever-
increasing productivity as well as moving jobs offshore 
while jobs continue to be lost in the other world where 
we workers live. 

Our labor leaders have allowed thousands of Wal-
Mart stores to open and not a single store in the U.S. is 
even unionized. A few years ago even some unionized 
HMOs urged union leaders to organize the cut-throat 
HMOs which remained non-unionized. 

Safeway has similarly complained that Wal-Mart is 
a killer competitor because it is non-unionized. That's 
why all the grocery chains have united to bargain with 
the union as a bloc, while our unions continue to be 
oblivious to the importance of uniting in solidarity for 
this kind of class- warfare. James Hoffa Jr. recently 
backstabbed striking grocery workers when the Team
sters withdrew picket support at a critical moment. 

It figures that President Sweeney of the AFL-CIO 
and Hoffa of the Teamsters have now endorsed John 
Kerry. They waited to find out who the likely winner 
would be. They endorsed a Democratic candidate who 
didn't stand up to Bush on the invasion of Iraq or on 
the USA PATRIOT Act, and didn't stand up against 
unfair trade agreements like NAFTA. 

Many of us can't remember the last time we've seen 
our union leaders on the shop floor between contracts 
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Haiti 1804-2004 
by John Alan 

January marked the 200th anniversary of the 1804 
Haitian Revolution that created the first Black and 
independent nation in Latin America. The media has 
paid little attention to Haiti's history, focusing instead 
on the current upheaval in which President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide was forced from power by an insur
rection led by forces ranging from former army coup 
leaders and paramilitary thugs to disaffected groups of 
his own ex-follow
ers. 

The real danger 
is that leaders of 
the military and 
paramilitary death 
sqauds which ter
rorized Haiti for 
decades before 
Aristide's election 
in 1994 will return 
to power. Though Aristide largely failed to deliver on 
his promises to reverse poverty and corruption, the pol
itics of much of the forces arrayed against him are far 
worse. The overthrow of Aristide and the Feb. 29 dec-
sion of the US. to intervene have overshadowed this 
year's celebration of the 200th anniversary of the great 
Haitian slave revolution, led by Toussaint L'Ouverture, 
that freed Haiti from French imperialism in 1804. 

HAITIANS' WAR AGAINST SLAVERY 
If one looks back into Haitian history, one finds that 

Haitian slaves were engaged in a permanent war 
against their enslavement. Fourteen years before Haiti 
became an independent nation, on the night of August 
22, 1791, slaves built "a wall of fire" on the northern 
plains of Haiti. 

According to historian Martin Ros: "The voracious
ness of the flames turned night into day. Further, the 
immense fire created enormous gusts of wind that, in 
turn, drove flames on, causing them to rage at incredi
ble speed through the Woods, over the plantations, into 
sheds filled with cotton, over the fields thick with 
sugar cane, straight through the coffee plantations and 
sugar mills, and into the gigantic warehouses of the 
masters of the island" (Night of Fire, p. 1). 

The Haitian slaves were destroying objects of their 
oppression—the tremendous wealth their labor had 
created for their French masters. In other words, they 

(Continued on page 8) 

HAITI AFTER ARISTIDE 
A N D U.S. INTERVENTION 

Watch for a full analysis in 
the next N&L of the departure 
of Jean-Bertrand Aristide and 
the introduction of U.S. Marines 
as well as what's next for the 
Haitian people. 

Bush lies and scapegoats 
to save his presidency 

by Jim Mills and 
Andy Phillips 

What do you do if you get caught 
lying about the existence of weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq, in order to 
invade the country at a cost of over 
29,000 dead and wounded? What if you 
promised that giant tax cuts for the 
rich and a hopeless half trillion dollar 
budget deficit would lead to prosperity, 
but employment and a decent stan
dard of living remain out of reach for 
most? What do you do if your likely 
challenger in the upcoming presiden
tial election is garnering strength in 
polls while your approval ratings keep 
falling? If you're George W. Bush, you 
point at gay and lesbian America and 
shout, "There's the problem!" 

In launching his official campaign 
on Feb. 24, Bush moved the agenda of 
the Christian Right to the top of his 
platform with an initiative to rewrite 
the U.S. Constitution to ban gay and 
lesbian marriages. The formula of a 
scoundrel, scapegoating gays and les-
bians should be seen for what it is, a On the San Francisco City Hall steps, a protest for gay and lesbian 
gambit to save his presidency while m a r r iage and against Bush's proposed constitutional ban on them. 
destroying the lives of millions. I f the 
amendment clears Congress and the states, no one will 
be safe from religion-based social and economic poli
cies. 

Whether the frontrunner John Kerry speaks up for 
gays and lesbians and against the politics of supersti
tion and prejudice remains to be seen. In reaction to 
Bush's announcement, both he and runner-up John 
Edwards stated a personal disdain for gay marriage 
while opposing a constitutional ban, hardly a hopeful 
sign for posing a real alternative to Bush's fundamen
talist politics. Already the inchoate Democratic mes
sage of opposing the invasion of Iraq was changed into 
a pitiful effort to offer a better military leadership. 
Whatever may unfold in the next eight months, an 

opportunist and reactionary administration is looking 
all the more unsavory to more and more people, espe
cially youth. 

LIES, LIES, LIES 

Within weeks of the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks in New York and Washington, an outlet for pro
paganda about Iraq as a terrorist threat was set up in 
the Department of Defense. The administration seized 
upon legitimate fear of more machinations by Osama 
bin Laden to paint Saddam Hussein as an imminent 
national threat, even alleging a connection between the 
two. The fact is, however, that the first meeting of the 

(Continued on page 10) 

Dissaffection behind Iranian election boycott 
The conservative clerical oligarchy in Iran achieved 

a victory in the Feb. 20 elections for parliament, mosfr 
ly because it was obvious that these were not free elec
tions. About 2,000 candidates were disqualified by the 
Guardian Council, including 80 incumbent, reformist 
parliament members. Those who believed in Islamic 
reform called this election a "historical fiasco'! since 
voters' choices were limited. The candidates loyal to 
Iran's Islamic rulers regained control of parliament 
and won more than 130 of the first 194 seats declared 
for the 290-seat assembly. 

Total turnout was estimated between 40% and 50¾. 
In the capital Tehran only 30% of eligible voters came to 
the ballot. Though Ayatollah Ali Khamenei ordered peo
ple to vote because it is their "Islamic duty," the turnout 
was the lowest in 24 years. Some voted only because a 
voting stamp on identification cards is necessary for 
travel, education and finding jobs. 

A week before elections, reformist lawmakers sent a 
polite but strongly worded five-page letter to Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei to complain that this elec
tion was neither free nor fair and hurts the image of 
the Islamic Republic. But any challenge to a ruling by 
the Supreme Leader is considered "making war on 
God" and forbidden. Therefore just before the election, 
judiciary agents searched and closed an office of the 
main reformist party, the Islamic Participation Front. 
They also closed the two most prominent reformist 
newspapers, Sharq and Yas-e-nou, which published 
excerpts of a letter critical of Khamenei. 

Why did the hardliners decide to go against the 
reformists now? 

A TURNING POINT ARRIVES 
Practically speaking President Khatami's reforms 

have come to an end. What was at stake was not peo
ple's freedom but a power struggle which reformers 
lost, and now the hard line faction dictates to the oth
ers in this government. 

Khatami and the other reformers once claimed that 
they want to rescue the Islamic regime from religious 
dictatorship and establish an Islamic democracy. This 
"Islamic Hegelian" believes that ideas drive history, but 
forgets or denies that for those ideas to be realized, 
they need to be taken to the streets and not stay in the 

mind of the intellectual. Thus poor voters participated 
in the boycott not because of the reformists' urgings, 
but because of disillusionment with the Islamic Repub
lic and all factions of the Islamic regime. 

Last summer's uprising was a clear indication of the 
people's demand for real change and for democracy and 
freedom. This election also ended the illusion that the 
Islamic Republic could be reformed from within. Dur
ing the last few years, some of the reformers realized 
this, separated themselves from this regime, and 
demanded a separation between religion and the state. 

Most people blamed Iran's economic and political 
crises on all factions, reformists included. President 
Khatami failed to deliver promised reforms and his 
government accomplished little. With 20% unemploy
ment, plans for privatization and attracting foreign 
investors failed. This reflected the crisis in the world 
economy but also is rooted in the fact that 80% of the 
economy is bogged down by inefficient, corrupt, state-
run institutions which are a continuation of the Shah's 
totalitarian state policy on oil. 

LABOR STRUGGLES 

The Iranian people observe that while they are get
ting poorer day in and day out, the rulers can have 
everything while claiming to serve the people. This cor
rupt state is not only anti-women and anti-freedom, 
but also extremely anti-worker. In January, 1,500 
workers in the Nazkhaton copper smelting plants in 
the village of Khatoon-Abad and the city of Shahr-e 
Babak (in.Kerman province) organized work stoppages 
and sit-ins. These lasted eight days before the Islamic 
regime's special guards from Tehran were deployed to 
Khatoon-Abad. They attacked the demonstrators by 
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Women in the Civil Rights Movement 
by Olga Domanski 

The convergence of two events—the publication of 
two Marxist-Humanist studies of the revolutionary 
Black dimension, American Civilization on Trial and 
Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles, and the begin
ning of Women's History Month—at the moment I was 
reading a short article about Mary Hamilton, who had 
been a Freedom Rider in the 1960s, became a powerful 
reminder for me of the crucial role women had played 
in the Civil Rights Movement that changed the face of 
the U.S. It inspired me to take a new look at the pam
phlet News and Letters Committees (N&LC) had pub
lished in 1961, Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves, 
coauthored by two Marxist-
Humanist women, one Black, 
Mary Hamilton, and one 
white, Louise Inghram, toge
ther with other fellow-Free
dom Riders with whom they 
had shared the prison sen
tences meted out for daring to challenge the segrega
tion laws of the deep South. 

The 1960s initiated a new epoch of youth revolt, 
white and Black, throughout the land as new forms of 
struggle from sit-ins and teach-ins to Freedom Rides, 
Freedom Marches and Freedom Schools were created 
to challenge racism in the U.S. There was no question 
that Black was the color that made the 1960s so excit
ing and fired the imagination of the whole nation and, 
indeed, the whole world. What was not as quickly rec
ognized was the crucial form of Women's Liberation 
that arose in this battle against the South's century-old 
segregation laws. 

W O M A N POWER UNLIMITED 
One of the most powerful sections of Freedom Riders 

Speak for Themselves is the discovery recorded there of 
an organization that called itself Woman Power Unlim
ited. It was formed by Black women in Jackson, Miss, to 
make life a little easier for the Freedom Riders in Hinds 
County Jail, and when they were released to give them 
food and clean clothes and a place to wash. It destroyed 
the lies spread in the press that the Southern Black 
population was "hostile" to the Freedom Riders. 

What stands out in the way this pamphlet was writ
ten are not only the horrors of the conditions the Rid
ers suffered, but the new relations they were forging 
within the Black South. Unseparated from that, it 
focuses not only on the concrete battles all these coura
geous fighters were engaged in, but also on the theories 
of liberation they were searching for. It is what you see 

W O M A N ^ 

by Mary Jo Grey 
For the second time this year, Bush took advantage 

of a Congressional recess to override outspoken opposi
tion, Feb. 20, and sneak in the appointment of a right-
wing judge to the federal appeals court. While Alabama 
attorney general, William H. Pryor Jr. was a rabid 
opponent of legalized abortion and advocated greater 
fundamentalist Christian influence in government. In 
an argument before the U.S. Supreme Court, he insist
ed that if a Texas law outlawing sex between homosex
uals was overturned, it would open the way for legal
ized "prostitution, adultery, necrophilia, bestiality, pos
session of child pornography and even incest and 
pedophilia." Pryor will serve on the appeals court until 
at least the fall of 2005. 

* * # 
The fifth Global Women's Strike is set for Interna

tional Women's Day. It has brought together women in 
over 60 countries demanding a world that values all 
women's work and every life. It has been part of a 
movement against war and occupation, and called for 
military budgets to be used for basic survival needs— 
water, food, health care, housing, education and safety 
from domestic violence. 

Celebrate Women's 
History Month in the 
Marxist-Humanist archives... 

Notes on Women's Liberation: We Speak in Many Voices (1970) 
Only in fighting for our own freedom, building and developing our 
movement, working out our own theory, can we ensure that 
revolution, when it comes will bring a total transformation of all 
human relations. 

Working class women have a very special reason for their passionate 
interest in revolutions, not simply because they're exciting events, 
but because they show working class women in motion as shapers 
of history. 

and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution ( (98() 
You will have to learn to hear us...that you are not the font of all 
wisdom — or of revolution.You will have to understand that our 
bodies belong to us and to no one else — and that includes lovers, 
husbands, and yes, fathers. 

in the section that reports the enthusiasm with which 
the riders greeted the issue of N&L devoted to their 
struggle, not because the stories were about them, but 
because the editorial in that issue on "The State of 
Civil Rights, USA 1961" had connected their struggles 
to the history of Abolitionism and made it clear that 
Marx's Marxism is the absolute opposite of the Com
munism the riders were accused of espousing. 

SUPREME COURT VICTORY 
After that Freedom Ride had ended, Mary became a 

field secretary for CORE (Congress of Racial Equality), 
organizing everywhere throughout the South. She 

later became CORE'S first 
woman southern regional 
director. She wound up serv
ing a month in jail in Gads
den, Ala., charged with con
tempt of court for refusing to 
answer when she was called 

by her first name and insisting on the courtesy of being 
addressed as "Miss Hamilton"—the honorific by which 
white defendants were addressed. The case won 
national attention when the Supreme Court, ruled for 
her in the 1964 landmark case (Ex parte Mary Hamil
ton. Ala.Sup.Ct.,7 Div. 621). 

In 1963, two years after Freedom Riders Speak for 
Themselves and as the Civil Rights Movement contin
ued to escalate to an ever higher stage, N&LC pub
lished a Marxist-Humanist statement to mark the 
100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
It showed, first, that throughout its history, the Black 
masses in motion had put American civilization on 
trial—the title it was given—and second, past history 
is inseparable from history in the making. 

When I saw Mary Hamilton again, many years later 
at a CORE convention in Chicago in 1999, she was 
excited to learn that N&LC was working on a new kind 
of Marxist-Humanist statement on the Black dimen
sion that would speak to American Civilization on 
Trial, not simply by updating its conclusions, but by re
creating its dialectical methodology in light of the 
struggles, contradictions and questions facing us today. 

She was looking forward to participating in the dis
cussion around it, but never lived to see Dialectics of 
Black Freedom Struggles come off the press. She suc
cumbed over a year ago to the cancer she had been bat
tling for seven years. Yet she lives on vibrantly in the 
battles she fought and recorded as a Freedom Rider and 
in the history she helped to shape that remains for all of 
us as the true history of American civilization on trial. 

Demand justice for 
murdered women 

SAN FRANCISCO—Mourning Mothers supported a 
Valentineis Day pilgrimage to Ciudad Juarez, the Mex
ican town that shares a border with El Paso, Texas. A 
Bay Area contingent including seven Berkeley High 
School students joined the massive march on Juarez, 
sponsored by Amnesty International, Code Pink, and 

dozens of other groups. Local demonstrations began on 
Feb. 13 at the Mexican Consulate here (see photo). 

Since 1993, more than 320 women have been mur
dered in Ciudad Juarez. Of these deaths, approximate
ly 100 have been sexual-torture killings of young 
women, 4ges 12 to 19. At least 450 more women are 
missing. 

Jane Wielford of Berkeley Women in Black, who co-
organized the Mexican Consulate protest, said, "No one 
is taking responsibility for solving these cases—not the 
police, not the public defenders office, not the U.S. cor
porations who are exploiting these desperately poor 
women. Sixty percent of the victims are sweatshop 
workers,; yet the managers of these U.S.-owned 
maquiladoras deny any responsibility for the security 
of their female employees." 

Swaneagle Harijan, another protest organizer, said, 
"What we are demanding is police, Mexican govern
ment, and corporate accountability in solving these 
murders, and an end to global trade rules that put prof
its before the lives of workers." 

—Mary Bull 

I Victories for women and death threat on me1 

To order, see page 7 

BAGHDAD—For millions of women in Iraq, the verdict 
has already been given. They are second rate citizens who 
should be ashamed of their mere existence, and should 
cover up and be thankful to get what they are allowed. 

February witnessed the beginnings of a women's 
movement in Baghdad. All of this started when the 
Governing Council (GC) proposed resolution 137 that 
gives action to Islamic Sharia to rule every single 
detail of the civil law and eventually our lives. It also 
overwrites modern amendments that came around as a 
result of the struggles of the Iraqi women's movement. 

By the second week of January, more than 100 
women demonstrated in Al Firdaws Square denounc
ing this resolution. These women belonged to different 
organizations. Some of them were affiliated with mem
bers of the GC that did not agree with the resolution. 
Their announcements were clear although quite mod
erate and timidly touched on the women's issue. Still, 
this was one of the first pulses to a women's opposition 
that could not be scared off or oppressed by the Islam
ic Sultans enthroned on some of the seats of the GC. 

At a later demonstration, I started my speech with a 
warning that the times of inequality between women 
and men cannot continue. Social, economic and espe
cially political inequality cannot be tolerated anymore. 
Representation is an important issue, but what would 
50% representation do for us if the policies were not 
women friendly. 

The best example for that is Resolution 137 that 
exiles a woman back into the dark ages where she has 
absolutely no rights under the laws of Islamic Sharia. 
This resolution proves the failure of the Governing 
Council's accountability in defending the interests of 
women in Iraq. In fact, it proves them to be the first 
enemies of women. We should get together and 
announce our political struggle and solidarity to start 
a new era—an era of equality for women. 

I took the chance to demand a secular constitution 
based upon equality not on dividing lines based on eth
nicity, religion and gender. 

The next day I found in my email inbox an Arabic 
email with a strange title. I re-read the title many 
times until I was sure I read right. It said: "Re: Killing 
Yanar within a few days." In a'small paragraph the 
Army of Sahaba (Jaysh Al-Sahaba) express their dis
may of my women's activism. They decide that I will 
have to be killed because I am a converted Muslim 
unless I refrain from doing what I do. 

I decided to go immediately to the central headquar
ters of American troops in order to see what they could 
do for me. I was told that Colonel Brown would be the 
best person to see. 

The answer that I received was that I will have to 
wait. After I expressed how upset I was, they said he 

has more! important things to deal with. I told them my 
life was important too. 

I received a second threat a few days ago. This time, 
the title foms: "Assassination of Yanar Mohammed." It 
is from the same sender of the last threat. He elabo
rates on exploding me and the women around me, this 
time, "just the same way they exploded people in Erbil 
and Baghdad." 

After sltaying home for a couple of days, I met around 
40 womein in a very fruitful meeting. They are bank 
employees whom the police and the Finance Ministry 
are harassing in order to do a cover up on the adminis
trative chaos/corruption and failure in changing the old 
currency to a new one. 

We organised them into a committee that will be a 
beginning of a future union that protects them from 
their exploitative employers. 

Our OWFI lawyer Faleh Maghtouf is defending the 
ones that the Iraqi police had put into prison. Their 
next stefj will be a demonstration and possibly a strike 
at a later point. 

Pleasel tell all the good friends that supported me 
that I'm doing well and that we just cannot quit our 
fight that easily. We are here to do more and more. 

—Yanar Mohammed 

Defend Yanar! 
Yanair Mohammed, head of the Organization of 

Womenfs Freedom in Iraq (OWFI), is highly regard
ed in the world today for her brave efforts in defend
ing women's rights in Iraq. 

Since the recent introduction of Law Number 137 
by the Iraqi Ruling Council to remove the previous 
Personal Status Code and replace it with Sharia 
law, Yariar has exposed the serious threat to 
womenis lives and rights if Sharia is imposed and 
organiaed women and men in opposition to it. As a 
result, bhe has been threatened with death by the 
Army ojf Sahaba (Jaysh Al-Sahaba). 

We, the undersigned, are outraged at the threat 
to Yanfcr Mohammed's life and hold the U.S. gov
ernment primarily responsible for the abysmal sit
uation i t has created, which threatens the life of 
and affords no protection to Yanar Mohammad. 

We (unequivocally defend her and OWFI's 
activists in Iraq, defend secularism, namely the sep
aration of religion from the state and educational 
systent andfull equality for women, and strongly 
denounce Islamic terrorist groups. 

Nadia Mabmood <nadia64uk@yahoo.com> 
Houzan Mahmoud <houzan73@yahoo.co.uk> 

www.equalflytniraq.com 
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