
'Human power is its own end"—Karl Marx 

WORKSHOP 
Too risky to let 

capitalism continue 
byHtunUn 

Those who don't work for a living like to brag about 
how they take risks. They belittle us workers for seek
ing job security and social security. They claim it is the 
entrepreneur who brings "value" to the economy. 

They say, "Our free enterprise system works on tak
ing risks." They don't say what kinds of risks. Usually 
they are merely referring to how much money (usually 
someone else's money) they've thrown into investing 
into a business which they hope will reap them a prof
it in return. They pay their workers a modicum of 
wages in return for their work, just enough so that he 
will return to work another day. 

What the businessman pockets as pure profit he 
never actually worked for. What the capitalist means 
by work is the "risk" he took in investing in such a ven
ture—a risk he took using other people's money and 
other people's labor. Unscrupulous businessmen may 
refuse to pay your wages altogether, as is the case with 
so many sweatshops which pull up stakes to pitch their 
tent in another part of the globe. 

In Bhopal, India, Union Carbide was the single most 
powerful producer of chemical products and provider of 
employment and economic opportunities in that 
region. After a devastating chemical explosion killed 
and maimed tens of thousands of its inhabitants (an 
industrial disaster of historic proportion second only to 
Chernobyl), Union Carbide eventually sold all its hold
ings in Bhopal to Dow Chemical. 

The citizens of Bhopal launched a class-action law
suit to attain redress and compensation for the victims 
of the industrial disaster—a disaster which was man-
made, since company officials cut corners on safety for 
its workers and the surrounding environment in order 
to maximize profit. 

In other words, the risks they took in their free 
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Kerry misquotes Hughes 
by John Alan 

John Kerry, the Democratic Party's presidential can
didate, in his ongoing campaign to defeat President 
Bush, recently quoted lines from Langston Hughes 
poem "Let America Be America Again." 

Kerry was careful in selecting his quotes, avoiding 
their contextual meaning. Kerry quoted: "O, let my 
land be a land where Liberty I Is crowned with no false 
patriotic wreath, I But opportunity is real, and life is 
free I Equality is in the air we breathe." He didn't fin
ish the quote, which went on to say: "There has never 
been equality for me, in this 'homeland of the free.'" 

Any reading of Hughes' "Let America Be America 
Again" would at once reveal that Hughes was saying 
that African Americans and many others were still 
struggling for their freedom in America. In Hughes' 
words: "O, yes, I say it plain, America was never Amer
ica to me, /And yet I swear this oath—America will be!" 

There is a relationship between Hughes' poem and 
the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s. First, there 
would not have been "a Harlem Renaissance if the 
masses of African Americans had not left the humilia
tions and the terrorism of southern racism and migrat
ed to northern cities and created large viable commu
nities like Harlem in New York City. 

Second, Harlem at that time attracted many people 
from the West Indies. One of them was Claude McKay 
of Jamaica. McKay defiantly challenged the violence of 
America's racism. In one of his poems he wrote: 

If we must die—let it not be like hogs 
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot 
Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack, 
Pressed to wall, dying, but fighting back!' 
McKay was announcing in 1919 that a new genera

tion of African Americans would no longer allow them
selves to be murdered by white mobs and were, subjec
tively and objectively, strong enough to engage in major 
struggles against racism in this nation. The origin of 
their powerful opposition to this racist terrorism was 
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'We can come together 
to end police corruption' 

The Chicago News and Letters Committee recently held a forum: "What Next for the Movement Against Police 
Torture and Wrongful Convictions." It brought together three activists against wrongful convictions in Chicago: 
Gerard Emmett writes tor News & Tetters and organizes against (he criminal injustice system; Mildred Henry 
is a member of Enough Is Enough!, a group devoted to freeing the wrongly convicted, and is the mother of Kil-
roy Watkins now at Danville Correctional Center: and Mary L. -Johnson has spent a lifetime fighting police cor
ruption in Chicago and is the mother of Michael Johnson currently incarcerated at Tamms Correctional Center. 
Remarks by all three, edited for publication, are here. More of Mildred Henry's presentation appeared in 
"Black/Red View'' in the June N&L. —Editor 

GERARD EMMETT 
This is a hugely important moment for this move

ment against police torture if you think about the 
impasse that the anti-Iraq war movement found itself 
in a little while ago. There had 
been huge demonstrations with 
tens of millions of people 
demonstrating all over the 
world in unison. It was 
unprecedented. Yet it looked 
like Bush was getting away 
with his Iraq war, right up 
until the moment when the tor
tures at Abu Ghraib prison in 
Baghdad burst upon the world. 
That was, not coincidently, the 
moment when Bush's populari
ty took a nosedive, and not 
coincidently, the moment when 
a lot of the popular media 
turned against the war in a big
ger way. 

It shined a light back onto 
corruptions in this society. It's 
very easy to debate in an 
abstract way about what hap
pens in another country, but 
when the spotlight is shined on 
what really happens here, the 
torture, the racism that goes on in this country, it's a lot 
harder for the rulers to deal with. If Bush doesn't end 
up being re-elected president, I'm going to say that will 
be the reason, the disgust over that more than any 

other single factor. 
It should also tell people who are part of the anti-war 

movement why they need to focus on a movement like 
this one here against police abuses, why they need to 

Activists against police abuses and unjust convictions killed by Chicago police: 
Fred Hampton, snot in his bed Dec. 4, 1969, and May Molina, who died in 
police custody May 26, 2004 after hours without life-sustaining medicine. 

look at it in a different way than before, why they have 
to forge links with people who are struggling against 
police torture in the prison system here. 

The killing of May Molina by the Chicago Police 
Continued on page 10 

Eyewitness view of women in Iraq 
Yanar Mohammed, a founder of the Organization of 

Women's Freedom in Iraq (OWFI), spoke at Bluestock
ings Bookstore in New York City in June. To support 
OWFI, see their website: www.equalityiniraq.com. 

I'm so glad to speak here and to know there are so 
many people who care about women in Iraq. I believe 
men and women should have equal rights and there 
should be no different treatment of people based on 
ethnicity or religion, and there should be separation of 
mosque and state. 

The bloody rule of Saddam Hussein kept us under 
dictatorship for 35 years, but now that's history. I did
n't want the war because I knew there would be severe 
casualties, but now we are trying to make the best of it. 
Real change must come from the people; it cannot be 
imposed from above. 

OWFI began with three women in Baghdad in post
war Iraq. We asked ourselves, what do we want Iraq to 
look like? I want to walk on the streets, proud to be a 
woman, without someone telling me to stay inside the 
house and wear black from head to toe, telling me I 
cannot go to work without the permission of my hus
band or my father, denying me access to education. I 
don't want my husband to marry three other women. 

BUSH PROMISED FREEDOM: IT'S A LIE 
The freedoms promised to us by George Bush turned 

out to be a big lie, as expected. The U.S. is giving the 
power over to the patriarchal forces, starting with the 
Islamists, then the nationalists, and even, to our big 
surprise, the tribal leaders. 

The new Iraq is being led by a president who is a 
tribal head, and a prime minister from the previous 
Ba'ath regime—an Arab nationalist party that is fas
cist and willing to commit genocide against minorities, 
as seen in the 180,000 Kurds killed by Saddam Hus
sein's army. Every decade we had a new war justified 
by this wish for Arab glory. So this so-called hand-over 
of power is handing power to the most reactionary 
forces in society, where women have no voice. Even the 
few women they put into the new government are not 
activists who can rise to the challenge of the times. 

We have no credible government. OWFl's member
ship in Iraq is over 2,000—many more than last time I 
was here! These women are not allowed to take part in 
the councils organized by the Americans, who don't 
consider secular women acceptable because they give 
priority to tribal and religious heads. The 
were visiting the U.S. occupiers (CPA) all the time, but 
we were not allowed to be on any of those councils 
because we want a government that is secular, egali
tarian, non-nationalistic. 

ILLEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT 
At some points there were promises of a secular gov

ernment, but now there is none. The new government 
is illegitimate because it was set up according to a for
mula based on religion, ethnicity and;gender. The tran
sitional constitution they have written is based mainly 
on Islamic Sharia law. It allows exceptions for those of 
other religions, but again they identify us as M uslim or 
non-Muslim. And if you are a Muslim, are yOu a Shiite, 
a Sunni, a Wahabi, or what? If you are a Christian, 
what kind of Christian? Do you see where this scenario 
takes us? To fighting in the streets by armed militias 
funded by the Islamic Republic of Iran. They are the 
ones in black who have machine guns, and are the 
biggest enemies of women. 

Here is some of what OWFI did from January to 
May: We now have almost 10,000 supporters; we dis
tribute that many copies of our newspaper, Equality. 
During the violent days in March, we were able to get 
almost 1,000 people out for International Women's Day 
(IWD), to the square where Saddam's statue was 
pulled down, 900 of them women, some under the veil. 

mullahs 
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'Revolution in permanence1 and women's liberation 
by Terry Moon 

In the discussion after the workshop, "Women and 
the Anti-War Left: Coalition or Conflict?" at the 
National Women's Studies Association conference in 
June (see "NWSA shows revitalized women's move
ment," N&L July 2004), women wanted to talk about 
the question of genocide. 
One woman asked, "How can 
we stop genocide? Is the UN 
or the trials at the Hague 
effective?" 

The question flowed from 
our presentations. I had spoken on women's militancy 
and reason during the conflict in Bosnia 1992-1995, 
when women worldwide critiqued the Left's inaction 
and demanded that the massive number of rapes 
against mostly Muslim women be seen as a crime 
against humanity. Sonia Bergonzi had spoken on Iraq 
and how many on the Left support opponents of the 
U.S. who want to restrict women's freedom. Women are 
challenging this narrowing of revolution to anti-U.S. 
imperialism. 

AGE OF GENOCIDE 
While we all agreed we must use every means to 
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WOMEN! 
by Mary Jo Grey 

Angelina Atyam, a tireless advocate for the release 
of thousands of children abducted by rebels in north
ern Uganda, has finally been reunited with her own 
daughter, Charlotte, who escaped with her two chil
dren after eight years in captivity after being kid
napped with 138 other girls from a boarding school. 
The "Lord's Resistance Army" said they would release 
her daughter only if Angelina would stop speaking out, 
which she refused to do. She co-founded the Concerned 
Parents Association which works for the release of the 
estimated 30,000 children kidnapped over the last 20 
years. 

* * * 
Racism and sexism go hand in hand at the Catholic 

University of America, in Washington, D.C, which has 
rejected the proposal of student William Jawando to 
start a chapter of the NAACP on campus because that 
organization supports abortion rights. NAACP Presi
dent Kweisi Mfume called the action "blatant discrim
ination in its most naked form" that "speaks volumes 
about their level of intolerance." The group plans con
tinued support for Jawando's fight, including possibly 
suing the university to force them to recognize the 
campus group. 

* * * 
A Vatican report released in August charges that 

"radical feminism" is threatening the traditional 
Christian family~defined as one with a mother and a 
father. Written by conservative Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, the statement criticized feminism for ignor-
ingthe biological differences between the sexes, stress
ing that a woman "is not a copy of a man." It conclud
ed by repeating the church's ban on women becoming 
priests. 

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and 
the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Tor
ture are urging the international community to 
demand the Russian government immediately end 
human rights abuses in Chechnya and Ingushetia. 
They especially condemned the widespread sexual vio
lence perpetrated against Chechnyan women. 

Women's Human Rights Online Bulletin 

Discover I i Luxemburg's feminist dtaeaston 

The Rosa Luxemburg Reader 
Edited by Peter Hudis and Kevin B. Anderson 

From the introduction: 
"Luxemburg was quite aware of 
the male chauvinist attitudes that 
permeated many German Social 
Democratic members and she 
fully supported, although often 
behind the scenes, the work of 
close friends like Clara Zetkin in 
projecting women's emancipation as an integral 
dimension of socialist transformation." 

The Rosa Luxemburg Reader brings together a number 
of Luxemburg's writings on women, including several 
never previously translated into English, that demonstrate 
her lively and ongoing involvement in women's struggles. 
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stop genocide now, women also wanted to know how, in 
what some call our "age of genocide," can we change the 
conditions from which it springs. Far from posing an 
alternative, the Left often fails to practice solidarity 
with the victims of "ethnic cleansing," from Bosnia to 
Sudan. That narrow concept of revolution is something 
the Women's Liberation Movement has long critiqued. 

It reveals the necessity for 
a different kind of revolu
tion than those the world 
has experienced, one that 
transcends the alienated 

human relations of our capitalist world. Bergonzi and I 
tried to tackle this question by talking of Marx's con
cept of "revolution in permanence." 

The Women's movement has consistently raised: 
"Why is most of the Left's concept of revolution so nar
row that it doesn't include women? How do we create a 
society where women can experience freedom?" To me 
they demand looking into how the Marxist-Humanist 
feminist philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya made a Cate
gory of Marx's concept of "revolution in permanence" 
and developed it further for our age. 

How Dunayevskaya took up Marx's concept of "revo
lution in permanence" in her 1973 work, Philosophy 
arid Revolution, shows, in embryo, what will be devel
oped fully later: "Had Marx not broken with bourgeois 
idealism in its philosophic form as well as its class 
nature, he would not have been able either to disclose 
the algebraic formula of revolution inherent in the 
Hegelian dialectic, or to re-create the dialectic that 
emerged put of the actual class struggles and proletar
ian revolutions, and sketch out that, just that, self 
movement into 'permanent revolution'" (p. 288). 

In this same chapter she articulates what character
ized the Women's Liberation,Movement then, and the 
global women's movement today: women are demand
ing "an end to the separation of mental and manual 
labor, not only as a 'goal,' not only against capitalist 
society, but as an immediate need of the Left itself, 
especially regarding women" (p. 279). 

In Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (RLWLMPR), Dunayevskaya 
develops revolution in permanence thoroughly, creat
ing an explicit category that she traces throughout 
Marx's life including his last decade. It is. integral to 
the entire work. 

There, revolution in permanence is tightly related to 
the spontaneity of the masses and Hegel's negation of 
the negation. She makes clear that it is not simply a 
revolution that does not stop with the overthrow of the 

Outrage over 
sham trial in Iran 

The case of Zahra Kazemi, an Iranian-Canadian 
woman journalist who was tortured and murdered in 
an Iranian government prison last year, is forcing 
international reporters to pay more attention to 
human rights 
abuses in the 
Islamic Repub
lic. Kazemi was 
arrested outside 
the notorious 
Evin prison on 
June 23,2003, as 
she was taking 
photos of the 
families of Iran
ian students 
who had been 
arrested during 
a week of 

• protests against 
the regime. 

On July 10, 
2003, the gov-
e r n m e n t 
announced that 
she had died in 
prison of a "stroke." Although her tortured and broken 
body was quickly buried without an internationally 
supervised autopsy, the authorities had to admit, 
under international pressure, that she had died from a 
fractured skull and brain hemorrhage caused by blows 
to her head. 

It was only after much protest from her son in Cana
da and human rights groups in Iran and abroad that 
the Iranian government named a culprit and set a 
trial. In July, however, after a sham trial in which 
much of the evidence presented by attorneys led by 
Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi was dismissed, the prison 
agent arrested was declared innocent, and Kazemi's 
death was declared "accidental." 

Shirin Ebadi has vowed to take this case to the 
World Court if an appeal for a retrial based on all the 
evidence is denied. What is at issue is not simply the 
involvement of one person but the Iranian judiciary 
and its chief judge, Saeed Mortazavi, who often pre
sides in torture sessions. Ebadi tried to summon to 
trial top government officials including Mortazavi, who 
many believe ordered the torture of Kazemi leading to 
her death. 

—Sheila Sahar 

Zahra Kazemi 

existing capitalist relations and thus continues all the 
way to socialism—although it encompasses that. 
Marx's and Dunayevskaya's concept goes further, 
insisting on a different kind of revolution altogether. 

THE CHALLENGE FOR OUR AGE 
Part of what this means is taking the highest point 

of the previous revolutions as the point of departure 
for the next; that revolution must be total from the 
start and be for new, truly human relations, including 
ending the division between mental and manual labor; 
it means a never-ending openness to, and search for, 
new forces of revolution whose Reason has the capaci
ty to expand the concept of freedom. 

While in the 1970s we saw women in the midst of 
revolutions, in our more reactionary times the reach
ing for revolution in permanence continues to shine 
forth in women's struggles. Look at the women in Dar-
fur who in the midst of genocide are the ones demand
ing that the world take heed (see "Our Life and 
Times," p. 12). It is seen in that the Organization for 
Women's Freedom in Iraq's founding statement 
begins: "Women's freedom is the measure of freedom 
and humanity in society" (see article this page). It is 
seen in how a woman leader of the Civil Council of 
Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras 
states: "...unity among women and men is primary..we 
can't have unity when men dominate our struggle. We 
can't reproduce the problems of the power structure 
within our own country." 

So important had revolution in permanence become 
to Dunayevskaya by the 1980s that RLWLMPR ended 
with this challenge: "Every moment of Marx's develop
ment, as well as the totality of his works, spells out the 
need for 'revolution in permanence.' This is the 
absolute challenge to our age" (p. 195). 

Women are oppressively aware that no revolution 
has freed us, which is why revolution in permanence is 
such an important concept. This column is the barest 
beginnings of exploring it for today. We welcome dis
cussion from you, the reader, on these ideas. 

Iraqi feminist speaks 
Continued from Page 1 

In January, the CPA held a conference for women 
but invited only professionals and women sent by polit
ical Islamist parties. They defended the Iraqi Govern
ing Council's Resolution 137 imposing sharia and 
repealing rights of women. With sharia, there is no 
minimum age for marriage, men can and do marry 
children. The day after the resolution, 85 women's 
groups were demonstrating against it! We succeeded in 
getting it repealed. 

Yet the U.S. continues to say that people want a reli
gious government. They cite the half million Shiites 
who came into the streets after Saddam fell. That took 
place during the euphoria of being able to practice reli
gion as they wished after years of being forbidden. But 
this year only 1,500 came out. People don't want to live 
under a Bad religious culture. Even men want to see 
the women they live with free. Capitalist systems need 
religion to keep the family structure, to keep workers 
divided, to keep workers and women under control. We 
want socialism instead. 

In February millions of dollars went missing from 
the banks and was replaced by counterfeit money. It 
was probably stolen by people in the Ministry of 
Finance. They blamed low level women bank clerks 
saying they would go to jail unless they paid back huge 
amounts of money. Fifty women were taken to jail and 
hundreds more were threatened. We helped them orga
nize a union and demanded the CPA negotiate with us. 
It was a major embarrassment for the CPA, and the 
women were released. The men who put them there 
were jailed instead. All these women are now members 
ofOWFI. 

The new government is illegitimate. The Worker 
Communist Party of Iraq is planning for another day. I 
believe in a socialist revolution, but I work for reforms 
every day. We don' t want a society like Russia; that 
was state-capitalist, not socialist. We emphasize 
human rights, women's rights, a future of workers' 
rule. 

—Yanar Mohammed 

KEEP THE DISCUSSION GOING! 
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Includes essays on questions of what hap
pens after revolution; "Capitalism, Alienation, 
and Humanism"; and five reports given at the" 
National Women's Studies Association, includ
ing "Women Philosophers: Simdne de Beauvoir, 
Raya Dunayevskaya, and Rosa Luxemburg." 
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