 been equality for me, in this ‘homeland of the free.
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| "Human power is its own end”"—Karl Marx

WORKSHOP

‘Too risky to let
capltallsm contlnue

hy Htun Lin ‘

Those who don’t work for a living like to brag about -
“ how they take risks. They belittle us workers for seek-

ing job security and social security. They claim it is the
entrepreneur who brings "value" to the economy.
They say, "Our free enterprise system works on tak-

"-ing risks.” They don’t say what Kinds of risks. Usually
_they are merely referring to how much money (usually - .
someone - else’s money) they've thrown into investing

into a business which they hope will reap them a prof-
it in return. They pay their workers a modicum of

- wages in return for their work, just enough so that he -

will return to work another day
What the businessman pockets as pure profit he

o never actually worked for. What the capitalist means
" by work is the "risk" he took in'investing in such a ven-
' ture—a risk he took using other people’s money and

other people’s:labor. Unscrupulous. businessmen may
tefuse to pay your wages altogether, as is the case with.
s0 many sweatshops which pull up stakes to pitch their
tent in another part of the globe.

In Bhopal, India, Union Carbide was the single most
powerful producer of chemical products and prov1der of

employment and " economic opportunities in that -

region. After a devastating chemical explosion killed
and maimed tens of thousands of its inhabitants (an

‘industrial disaster of historic proportion second only to

Chernobyl), Union Carbide eventually sold all its hold-

-ings in Bhopal to Dow Chemical. =

- The citizens of Bhopal launched a’class-action law-
suit to attain redress and compensation for the victims
of the industrial disaster—a disaster which was man-
made, since company officials cut corners on safety for
its workers and the surrounding environment i in order
to maximize profit, .

In other words, the risks they. took in their free

‘(,:onﬂnued on page 3

BLACK/RED

Kerry mlsquotes Hughes

by John Alan
John Kerry, the Democratic Party S pre51dent1al can-

' didate,.in his ongoing campaign to defeat President

Bush, recently quoted lines from Langston Hughes

poem "Let America Be America Again.”

Kerry was careful in selecting his quotes, avoiding
their contextual meaning. Kerry quoted: "O, let my
land be a land where Liberty / Is crowned with no false
patriotic wreath, / But opportunity is real, and life is

free / Equality is in the air we breathe.” He didn’t fin-

ish the quote, which wernt on to say: "There has never

”

-Any reading of Hughes’ "Let America Be America
Again"‘would at once reveal that Hughes was saying

~ that African Americans and many -athers were still -
struggling for -their freedom in America. In Hughes'

~words: "0, yes, I say it plain, America was never Amer-

“ica to me,/ And yet I swear this oath—America will be!"

‘There is a relationship between Hughes’ poem and

‘the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s. First, there

would not -have been "a Harlem Renaissance if the
masses of African Americans had not left the humilia-
tions and the terrorism of southern racism and migrat-
ed to northern cities and created large viable commu-
nities like Harlem in New York-City. ‘

Second, Harlem at that time attracted many people

from the West Indies. One of them was Claude McKay

. of Jamaica. McKay defiantly challenged theé violence of
America’s racism. In one of his poems he wrote:

If we must die—let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot
- Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
" Pressed to well, dying, but fighting back!’
McKay was announcing in 1919 that a new genera-
tion of African Americans would no longer allow them-
selves to be murdered by white mobs and were, subjec-

tively and objectively, strong enough to engage in major -
_struggles against racism in this nation. The origin of
- their powerful opposition to this racist terrorism was.

Continued on page 8

* been huge demonstrations with

.coincidently, the moment when
“'a lot of the popular media
" ger way.

very easy to.debate in an

when the spotlight is shined on

‘We can come together

~ to end police corruption’

 GERARD EMMETT

* This is a hugely 1mportant moment for thlS move-

ment ‘against. police torture if you think about the
1mpasse that the anti-Iraq war movement found itself
in a little while ago. There had

tens - of millions  of people
demonstrating all. over -the [
world in unison. It was.
unprecedented. Yet it looked
like Bush was getting away
with his Iraq war, right up
until the moment when the tor-
tures at Abu Ghraib prison in
Baghdad burst upon the world.
That was, not coincidently, the
moment when Bush’s populari-
ty took a nosedive, and not

turned against the war in a big-

1t shined a hght back onto
corruptions in this society. It’s §

abstract way about what hap- Activists ugums'

pens in another country, but

what really happens here; the
torture, the racism that goes on in this country, 1t’s alot
harder for the rulers to deal with, If Bush doesn’t end

-up being re-elected president, I'm going to say that will

be the reason,.the dlsgust over that more than any

|I:olrce abuses and un|usi convictions killed
Fred Hampton, shot in his bed Dec. 4, 1969, and May Molina, wh
police custody May 26, 2004 after hours wrthout life- sustummg medrcme

other smgle factor,
It should also tell people who are part of the anti-war .

“ movement why they need to focus on a movement like

th1s one here against pohce abuses why they need to

Chlcugo

T

look atitin a d1fferent way than before, why they have

to forge links with people who are strugghng against

police torture in the prison system here. ,
The kllhng of May Molina by the Chicago Police

Continued on page 10

Eyewrtness view of women in Iraq

 Yanar Mohammed, a founder of the Organization of
‘Women's Freedom in Iragq (OWFI), spoke at Bluestock-

ings Bookstore in New York-City in June. To support

: OWFI see their website: www. equalztymzraq com.

- T mfso glad to speak here, and to know there are so
many people who-care -about women in Iraq. I believe

“~men and women' should have equal rights and there

should be no- different treatment of people based on

_ethnicity or religion, and there should be separation of

mosque and state. -
The bloody rule of Saddam Hussein kept us under
dictatorship for 35 years, but now that's history. I did-

*‘n't want the war'because I knew there would be severe _

casualties, but now we are trying to make the best of it.

Real change must come from the people; it cannot be -

‘imposed from above.

OWFTI began with three women in Baghdad in post-
war Iraq. We asked ourselves, what do we want Iraq to
look like? T want to walk on the streets; proud to be a

. woman, without someone telling me to stay inside the -
" house and wear black from head to-toe,-telling me I

cannot go to work without the permission-of my hus-

“band or my father, denying me access to education. 1
- don't want my husband to marry three other women.

BUSH PROMISED FREEDOM: IT’S A LIE k
- The freedoms promised to us by George Bush turned

“out to be a big lie, as expected. The U.S. is giving the
.power over to the patriarchal forces, starting with the

Islamists, then the nationalists, and even, to our big

. surprise, the tribal leaders. -

The new Iraq is belng led by a pre51dent who is a

tribal head, and a prime minister from the previous -

Ba'ath regime—an Arab nationalist party that is fas-
cist and willing to commit genocide against minorities,
as seen in the 180,000 Kurds killed by Saddam Hus-
sein's army. Every decade we had a new war justified

by this wish for Arab glory. So this so-called hand-over -

of power is handing power to the most reactionary

forces in society, where women have no voice. Even the -
. .few women they put into the new government are not

activists who can rise to the challenge of the times.

N ON THE INSIDE

~ We have no credible government, OWFT's member-
ship in Iraq is over 2,000—many more than last time I
was here! These women are not allowed to take partin -

. the councils organized by thé Americans, who don't.

consider secular women acceptable beeause they give
priority to tribal and religious heads. The |mullahs

- were visiting the U.S. occupiers (CPA) all the time, but

we were not allowed to be on any of those|councils

“because we want a_government that is. secul 1, egali-
- 'tarian, non-nationalistic.

ILLEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT

At some points there were promises of a secular gov-
ernment, but now there is none. The new government
is illegitimate because it was set up according to a. for-
mula based on religion, ethnicity and; gender The tran-
sitional constitution they have written is based mainly -

" ‘on Islamic Sharia law. It allows exceptions for those of
. other religions, but again they identify us as Muslim or
*non-Muslim. And if you are a Muslim, are you |a Shiite,

a Sunni, a Wahabi, or what? If you are a Christian,
what kind of Christian? Do you see where this|scenario . -
takes us? To fighting in the streets by armed militias
funded by the Islamic Republic of Iran. They are the
ones in black who have machine guns, and are the

- biggest enemies of women.

Here is some of what-OWFI did from January to

 May: We now have almost 10,000 supporters; we dis-

tribute that many copies of our newspaper, Equality.. -
During the violent days in March, we were able to get

_-almost 1,000 people out for International Women's Day

(IWD), to the square where Saddam's statue was

, pulled down, 900 of them women, some under the veil.

conhnued'npagez |
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