Class-made disasters

by Htun Lin

Every aspect of our daily lives, not just in times of

disaster, demonstrates the permanent crises of every-

day life under capitalism. A co-worker recently said to

me: "Bush will undo in just a few years what it took
several presidencies over many decades to build up:
civil society. By the time we retire, nothing will be left.
Not our Social Security Not our Medicare. Not even
any of our freedoms.”

How so0? I asked. He said, "Look at it this way.
There’s all this talk about ownership. We don’t even
own ourselves. Any one of us can be picked up just
walking down the street. They can call anyone a ter-
rorist. We can be detained indefinitely;, without a trial,
without anyone knowing our whereabouts.

"Our citizenship can be stripped. We can’t even

say anything. If they don’t like what we say, they |

can declare our speech a threat to society. You or
I can be disappeared at any time at will, just like
they used to do in Chile or Argentina.

"It was all illegal then. But by the time the Supreme
Court approves Bush’s permanent detentions, in the
name of his war on terror, they would become legal to
use against us all. ’

. "In his ownership society, Bush will make us all
indebted to his permanent wars. We won’t even own our
own lives anymore."

Gontinued on page 3

BLACK/RED

Racism and polltlcs

by John Alan

The practice of racism, both openly violent and cov-

. ered over in politics, has existed in this nation since it

was founded. Martin Luther King Jr. once said: "The

Black revolution is much more than struggle for the

rights of Negroes. It is forcing America to face all its

inter-related flaws: racism, poverty, militarism and
. materialism.”

Recently it was reported that after 40 years the
authorities in Philadelphia, Miss., finally arrested a
suspect who was deeply involved in the 1965 murder of
three voter-registration workers from the Congress of
Racial Equality.

" CIVIL RIGHTS MURDERS

The suspect is Edgar Ray Killen, a 79-year-old
preacher who, investigators say, organized and led two

carloads of Klansmen on the night of the killings, was

arrested at his home in  Philadelphia, Miss., and
charged with the murder of Michael Schwerner,
Andrew Goodman and James Chaney.

Forty years ago this act of Klan terrorism in a small
Mississippi town did immediately attract the attention
of many conservative politicians across this nation,
who were against the so-called "racial liberalism” of
President Lyndon Johnson's administration. "Racial
liberalism" meant the Civil Rights Act of 1964—which
-ended racial segregatlon in public facilities and racial
discrimination in the workplace—and the Voting

Rights Act, which put the federal government behind”
the Afro-American rlght to vote. Of course, the "racial -
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China as global factory is
“incubator of future revolt

by Peter Hudis

Few developments are changing the
world more than China’s unprecedented
economic growth. In 2004 industrial
production in China increased 16%. A
growing number of firms in the U.S. and
Europe—from textile manufacturers to
furniture makers—are shifting opera-
tions to China where the cost of produc-
tion is often less than that of the raw
materials needed to create the same
products back home.

China is running up huge increases
in fixed capital investment—40% a year
in some sectors. This has led to massive }
increases in demand for steel, alu-
minum, coal, cement, nickel, and other |
primary products that have kept com- |
modity prices high and led to massive
windfall profits for many multinational
corporations.

This growth is no flash in the pan. Per
capital gross domestic product (GDP)
growth in China averaged 8% a year
since 1979. The strongest per capita
Gross Domegtic Product growth in the

Miners on vigil for some 150 coworkers trapped in the Daping coal
mine in Henan Province in central China. The mine explosion in Octo-

US. for any [25-year period since 1830 ber, the result of extreme pressures to produce, added to the 10,000

was 4%.
Nevertheless this growth rests on
shaky foundations. The hunger for raw materials and

‘products to fiel China’s expansion is exacerbating the

exploitation ¢f labor and destruction of the environ-
ment. Many workers labor 12 to 14 hours a day for $50
a month in sweatshops where unions are forbidden and
working conditions are unregulated. There is little or

no access to |health insurance in the factories along
China’s east ¢oast and industrial accidents are endem-.

In 2004, 10,000 workers were killed in mining acci-
dents—85% of the number of deaths due to mlmng dis-
asters in the world. Half of the deaths occurred in the

killed i in 2004 alone.

coal industry (three quarters of China’s electricity out-
put is generated from coal). Such accidents are endem-
ic in government-owned mines and in the growing
number of "independent,” privately owned mines
where workers are being relentlessly pushed to
increase output with antiquated, outdated equipment.

CRISIS OF CAPITAL ACCUMULATION

China’s economy is extremely unbalanced. Farms;
where 900 million reside, are tiny. Few are mechanized.
With farms unable to attain economies of scale due to

- Continued on page 10

lml nesia mterferes with Acheh tsunami aid

by Acheh Center, USA

Acheh, Sumatra, lies 19 miles from the epicenter of
the devastating earthquake of Dec. 26.
Already ravaged by years of Indonesian mil-
itary repression and exploitation, the
province was{ hit by the largest tsunami
waves, described as two coconut trees tall (50
feet). With a speed of 500 miles per hour, the
tsunami destroyed 80% of the coastal area in
the capital, Banda Acheh, and wiped count-
less coastal villages off the map. As of Jan.
20, there arejan estimated 166,320 people
dead, 750,000 homeless, -and 50,000
orphaned children. The numbers increase
daily, with thousands still missing and an
unknown number of survivors dying from injuries and
diseases such [as cholera and malaria.

So many died because many of Achéh’s four million
people live on the coast, fishing or farming. Major
i ing centers—are also on the coast. The
force of the tsunami was made worse as a result of

Indonesia
to end Acheh
Acheh was uny

s longstanding independence struggle.
er a "civil emergency" (martial law) for

- the past year arid a half, and until several days after

the disaster struck, almost no journalists or humani-
tarian workers had been allowed in. The province is
occupied by 70,000 armed forces who not only fight the
small guerrillg organization (GAM), but also violently
repress. the formerly massive civil society movements
which seek a rpferendum on Acheh’s status. Now trau-
matized peopld are being forced to rely on the same sol-
diers who traumatized them before the tsunami.

For the first three days following the earthquake and
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doubtedly hopes to use this catastrophe.

tsunami, the Indonesian government failed to deliver
or permit any aid into Acheh. Since foreign militaries
and humanitarian NGOs have been allowed
in, the Indonesian military has interfered
with aid importation and distribution. It is
intercepting. and storing much of the aid at
unused military bases and airports. It inter-
poses itself between the aid and the sur-
vivors, restricting aid workers’ travel, requir-
ing licenses, ete. Soldiers demand, from peo-
ple who lost everything, both money for food
and other aid, and their identity papers—the
latter so that the military can continue to
search for GAM members and peaceful
activists, both of whom it shoots on sight.

NO GOVERNMENT CEASE-FIRE

Although GAM declared a cease-fire immediately
after the disaster, Indonesia refuses to do so. The mili-
tary recently killed several guerrillas, including some
engaged in humanitarian work, and several civilians,
including a six-year old child. It immediately built mil-
itary posts alongside the refugee camps so soldiers can
monitor who goes in and out. The refugees are forbid-
den to speak directly to journalists and foreign NGOs,
making it difficult for journalists to get a real sense of
what is going on and complicating the job of humani-

- tarian workers, since the refugees are afraid to ask sol-

diers for the help they need.

Moreover, Indonesia has flown in members of
Islamist militant organizations to stir up trouble and
harass the international relief workers. Some wear
Osama bin Laden T-shirts and falsely claim to be Ach-
enese. They tell the Achenese that the relief workers
are really there to convert them to Christianity. GAM
and civil society organizations denounce these tactics,
but are so accustomed to the military’s propaganda
that they expect it will blame -GAM for its own inter-
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