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'Human power is its own end"—Karl Marx 

WORKSHOP 
Class-made disasters 

by Htun Lin 
Every aspect of our daily lives, not just in times of 

disaster, demonstrates the permanent crises of every
day life under capitalism. A co-worker recently said to 
me: "Bush will undo in just a few years what it took 
several presidencies over many decades to build up: 
civil society. By the time we retire, nothing will be left. 
Not our Social Security. Not our Medicare. Not even 
any of our freedoms." 

How so? I asked. He said, "Look at it this way. 
There's all this talk about ownership. We don't even 
own ourselves. Any one of us can be picked up just 
walking down the street. They can call anyone a ter
rorist. We can be detained indefinitely, without a trial, 
without anyone knowing our whereabouts. 

"Our citizenship can be stripped. We can't even 
say anything. If they don't like what we say, they 
can declare our speech a threat to society. You or 
I can be disappeared at any time at will, just like 
they used to do in Chile or Argentina. 

"It was all illegal then. But by the time the Supreme 
Court approves Bush's permanent detentions, in the 
name of his war on terror, they would become legal to 
use against us all. 

"In his ownership society, Bush will make us all 
indebted to his permanent wars. We won't even own our 
own lives anymore." 

Continued on page 3 

Rl APK/RPn DLHUfV/nCU 
Racism and politics 

by John Alan 
The practice of racism, both openly violent and cov

ered over in politics, has existed in this nation since it 
was founded. Martin Luther King Jr. once said: "The 
Black revolution is much more than struggle for the 
rights of Negroes. It is forcing America to face all its 
inter-related flaws: racism, poverty, militarism and 
materialism." 

Recently it was reported that after 40 years the 
authorities in Philadelphia, Miss., finally arrested a 
suspect who was deeply involved in the 1965 murder of 
three voter-registration workers from the Congress of 
Racial Equality. 

CIVIL RIGHTS MURDERS 
The suspect is Edgar Ray Killen, a 79-year-old 

preacher who, investigators say, organized and led two 
carloads of Klansmen on the night of the killings, was 
arrested at his home in Philadelphia, Miss., and 
charged with the murder of Michael Schwerner, 
Andrew Goodman and James Chaney. 

Forty years ago this act of Klan terrorism in a small 
Mississippi town did immediately attract the attention 
of many conservative politicians across this nation, 
who were against the so-called "racial liberalism" of 
President Lyndon Johnson's administration. "Racial 
liberalism" meant the Civil Rights Act of 1964—which 
ended racial segregation in public facilities and racial 
discrimination in the workplace—and the Voting 
Rights Act, which put the federal government behind 
the Afro-American right to vote. Of course, the "racial 

Continued on page 9 
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China as global factory is 
incubator of future revolt 
by Peter Hudis 

Few developments are changing the 
world more than China's unprecedented 
economic growth. In 2004 industrial 
production in China increased 16%. A 
growing number of firms in the U.S. and 
Europe—from textile manufacturers to 
furniture makers—are shifting opera
tions to China where the cost of produc
tion is often less than that of the raw 
materials needed to create the same 
products back home. 

China is running up huge increases 
in fixed capital investment—40% a year 
in some sectors. This has led to massive 
increases in demand for steel, alu
minum, coal, cement, nickel, and other 
primary products that have kept com
modity prices high and led to massive 
windfall profits for many multinational 
corporations. 

This growth is no flash in the pan. Per 
capital gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth in China averaged 8% a year 
since 1979. The strongest per capita 
Gross Domestic Product growth in the 
U.S. for any 
was 4%. 

Miners on vigil for some 150 coworkers trapped in the Doping coa 
mine in Henan Province in central China. The mine explosion in Octo-

25-year period since 1830 ber, the result of extreme pressures to produce, added to the 10,000 
killed in 2004 alone. 

Nevertheless this growth rests on 
shaky foundations. The hunger for raw materials and 
products to fuel China's expansion is exacerbating the 
exploitation of labor and destruction of the environ
ment. Many workers labor 12 to 14 hours a day for $50 
a month in sweatshops where unions are forbidden and 
working conditions are unregulated. There is little or 
no access to health insurance in the factories along 
China's east (oast and industrial accidents are endenw 
ic nationwide, 

In 2004, IC ,000 workers were killed in mining acci
dents—85% of the number of deaths due to mining dis
asters in the world. Half of the deaths occurred in the 

coal industry (three quarters of China's electricity out
put is generated from coal). Such accidents are endem
ic in government-owned mines and in the growing 
number of "independent," privately owned mines 
where workers are being relentlessly pushed to 
increase output with antiquated, outdated equipment. 

CRISIS OF CAPITAL ACCUMULATION 
China's economy is extremely unbalanced. Farms, 

where 900 million reside, are tiny. Few are mechanized. 
With farms unable to attain economies of scale due to 

Continued on page 10 

Indonesia interferes with Acheh tsunami aid 
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by Acheh Center, USA 
Acheh, Surjiatra, lies 19 miles from the epicenter of 

the devastating earthquake of Dec. 26. 
Already ravaged by years of Indonesian mil
itary repression and exploitation, the 
province was hit by the largest tsunami 
waves, described as two coconut trees tall (50 
feet). With a speed of 500 miles per hour, the 
tsunami destroyed 80% of the coastal area in 
the capital, Banda Acheh, and wiped count
less coastal v llages off the map. As of Jan. 
20, there are an estimated 166,320 people 
dead, 750,0)0 homeless, and 50,000 
orphaned chi dren. The numbers increase 
daily, with thousands still missing and an 
unknown number of survivors dying from injuries and 
diseases such as cholera and malaria. ~j 

So many dijd because many of Acheh's four million g 
people live on the coast, fishing or farming. Major | 
cities—trading centers—are also on the coast. The ]•> 
force of the tsunami was made worse as a result of $ 
Indonesia's de gradation of Acheh's ecosystem. And peo- | 
pie had not be m taught what to do; when they saw the ^ 
sea first go ou;, they ran towards it to collect fish. 

FAILED TO (JIVE AID 
Indonesia u idoubtedly hopes to use this catastrophe. 

to end Acheh s longstanding independence struggle. 
Acheh was un ler a "civil emergency" (martial law) for 
the past year and a half, and until several days after 
the disaster struck, almost no journalists or humani
tarian workens had been allowed in. The province is 
occupied by 70,000 armed forces who not only fight the 
small guerrills organization (GAM), but also violently 
repress the formerly massive civil society movements 
which seek a r jferendum on Acheh's status. Now trau
matized people are being forced to rely on the same sol
diers who traumatized them before the tsunami. 

For the first bhree days following the earthquake and 

tsunami, the Indonesian government failed to deliver 
or permit any aid into Acheh. Since foreign militaries 
_ _ _ and humanitarian NGOs have been allowed 

in, the Indonesian military has interfered 
with aid importation and distribution. It is 
intercepting and storing much of the aid at 
unused military bases and airports. It inter
poses itself between the aid and the sur
vivors, restricting aid workers' travel, requir
ing licenses, etc. Soldiers demand, from peo
ple who lost everything, both money for food 
and other aid, and their identity papers—the 
latter so that the military can continue to 
search for GAM members .and peaceful 
activists, both of whom it shoots on sight. 

NO GOVERNMENT CEASE-FIRE 
Although GAM declared a cease-fire immediately 

after the disaster, Indonesia refuses to do so. The mili
tary recently killed several guerrillas, including some 
engaged in humanitarian work, and several civilians, 
including a six-year old child. It immediately built mil
itary posts alongside the refugee camps so soldiers can 
monitor who goes in and out. The refugees are forbid
den to speak directly to journalists and foreign NGOs, 
making it difficult for journalists to get a real sense of 
what is going on and complicating the job of humani
tarian workers, since the refugees are afraid to ask sol
diers for the help they need. 

Moreover, Indonesia has flown in members of 
Islamist militant organizations to stir up trouble and 
harass the international relief workers. Some wear 
Osama bin Laden T-shirts and falsely claim to be Ach-
enese. They tell the Achenese that the relief workers 
are really there to convert them to Christianity. GAM 
and civil society organizations denounce these tactics, 
but are so accustomed to the military's propaganda 
that they expect it will blame GAM for its own inter-

Continueti on page 9 
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Helen Macfarlane and Marxism Support Roe v. Wade 
by Anne Jaclard 

Helen Macfarlane: A Feminist, Revolutionary 
Journalist, and Philosopher in Mid-Nineteenth 
Century England by David Black (Lexington 
Books, 2004,179 pp, $18). 

Since contemporary 
feminism began nearly 40 
years ago, the concept of 
recovering women's lost 
history has not only 
played a major role in fem
inist scholarship, it has 
also acted as an impetus to the movement itself. We 
are empowered by learning about women as agents of 
history and not just its objects. We are inspired in our 
own endeavors by learning about invisible women who 
held radical ideas concerning the organization of soci
ety on completely different, human grounds. Helen 
Macfarlane is such a woman. 

Some feminists, however, write "herstory" as if it had 
no relation to so-called "male" history and ideas. It is 
questionable whether one can completely detach any 
women from earlier and co-existing ideas, but if there 
are places and times where one can, England in the 
mid-19th century is not one of them. 

A DIALECTICAL RELATIONSHIP 
On the contrary, this intellectual biography is excit

ing because it explicates the dialectical relationship— 
the two-way road—between Helen Macfarlane and the 
world-changing ideas of her time. The 1848 European 
revolutions, English workers' struggles, feminism, 
Hegelian philosophy, Marx's first publications—Mac
farlane swims in them all. She pushes forward the 
development of radical ideas and combats reactionary 
ones. Her work is not only fascinating but extremely 
relevant 150 years later. 

Macfarlane was the first person to translate Marx's 
Communist Manifesto into English. (The book does a 
real service by appending her little-known transla
tion.) She was also the first Britisher to translate and 
comment on Hegel's works. Yet Macfarlane was in fact 
nearly lost to history. No one even published her name 
on her translation of the Manifesto, including the 
American edition published by the feminist Victoria 
Woodhull. Thanks to David Black for researching what 
little can be found about her—mainly, her prolific writ
ings of 1849-50—and for illuminating her work by 
putting it into historical and intellectual context. 

We learn that Macfarlane was an activist and jour
nalist in the most radical branch of the Chartist work
ers' organizations, led by George Julian Harney. She 
was in Vienna during the 1848 revolutions that swept 
Europe. She translated and wrote about Hegel, who 
had revolutionized philosophy and laid the ground for 
Marx's philosophy of revolution. She repeatedly wrote 
that women were entitled to full equality. She wrote 
about the economic and political developments in Eng
land that informed Marx's analysis of class struggle in 
the Communist Manifesto, and she worked with him in 
England when he first lived there. In 1851, after Mac
farlane and Marx had broken with Harney, Marx wrote 
that she had the only "original ideas" in Harney's pub
lications, and deemed her "a rare bird." 

Aside from such brief mentions, almost everything 
we know about Macfarlane comes from her 1849-50 
work: 12 substantial essays she wrote under the name 
Howard Morton, and her translation of the Communist 
Manifesto. She was probably born in Scotland and 
educated to be a governess. Chartist archives mention 
her work on behalf of immigrant workers. Tragically, 
there is no record of her after 1851; perhaps she died 
young. 

MACFARLANE AND RADICAL THOUGHT 
But we know a lot about her from her essays and 

from the social movements she participated in. This 
short volume includes chapters on the radicalization 
and later demise of Chartism, on other political and 
religious tendencies of the time, on Marx and Macfar
lane, on Macfarlane as a feminist Antigone, and on 
"The Legacy of Hegelian Marxism." Thus we see her 
work as part of the battles of ideas contending at the 
birth of Marxism, and also, although Black does not 
discuss this, at the birth of feminism as a movement. 

The period was pivotal for women; in 1848, women's 
equality became an idea whose time had come. 
Although individuals had written earlier feminist 
tracts, suddenly the idea was expressed in revolution
ary movements. Just five years before, when.Flora 
Tristan agitated among French workers to form a 
Workers' Union with complete equality for women, 

. most other socialists (Utopian socialists) treated her 
like a kook. But 1848 brought forth a feminist content 
within the European revolutions: in France, Germany, 
Austria, Hungary and Italy, women formed clubs to 
demand equal rights and joined in all aspects of the 
uprisings, including the fighting. In the U.S. the same 
year, the—abolitionist movement gave birth to the 
women's rights movement. One of its first acts was to 
send a solidarity message to imprisoned French revo
lutionary women. Since 1848, it would be difficult to 
find a social movement in the Western Hemisphere or 
Europe that lacks a feminist dimension. 

So much had women changed the world that, in 
1849-50, Macfarlane almost casually insists on 
women's equality, as she advocates a society "where 

WOMAIR REASON 

freedom and equality will be the birth right of every 
human being...without poor, without classes....A soci
ety...not only of free men, but of free women." 

What ties together all Macfarlane's ideas for the 
author—and presumably for her—is her grasp of the 
Hegelian dialectic. Black tells us, "Macfarlane was not 

only the first 'British 
Marxist': she was also 
the first British com
mentator on Hegel's 
philosophy and the 
first translator of any 
of his words into Eng

lish." He cites Hegel's compelling "Idea of Freedom" 
and its "externalization" in the Age of Revolutions as 
having influenced Macfarlane to view history as a 
movement toward freedom. 

Readers unfamiliar with English working class his
tory may have trouble keeping straight all the con
tending groups and people described in this book. But 
they are worth reading about because they too left a 
legacy. Every anti-Marxist left tendency today, and 
many so-called Marxist ones, have parallels if not roots 
in the period. The idea that inequality arises in the 
market leads people today to advocate all kinds of 
schemes for the redistribution of wealth as the key to 
transforming society, just as the Utopian socialists did. 
Marx exposed the falsity of the premise by showing 
that capitalist relations are rooted in the mode of pro
duction. Yet we still hear well-meaning people every 
day making impossible demands of a system that is 
incapable of being substantially and permanently 
reformed. 

MEANING FOR TODAY 
Perhaps the most valuable lessons of Macfarlane's 

work emerge from her attempt to work out a revolu
tionary direction in a counter-revolutionary period. 
She held fast to Marx's new ideas at a time when oth
ers were going off in all directions. The 1848 revolu
tions had been defeated, leading the British as well as 
European movements to splinter. In opposition to 
Marx's attempt to unite exiled leaders into a World 
League of Revolutionary Socialists, moderates estab
lished the Central European Democratic Committee in 
1850. Its program rejected "the cold and unfeeling tra
vail of the intellect" in favor of the "instinct of the 
masses." Marx considered this an abandonment of rev
olutionary theory and a demand for the masses to act 
without thinking, a call for them to "have no thought 
for the morrow" and "strike all ideas from the mind." 
He strongly criticized the program for acting as if "the 
riddle of the future will be solved by a miracle." (Marx 
andEngels Collected Works, Vol. 10, p.529-31). 

The parallels to debates today are unmistakable. We 
are living in a period of extreme retrogression,,with 
capital and its handmaiden, imperialism, seemingly in 
command everywhere, with the world's dominant ide
ologies limited to religious fundamentalisms. We could 

not stop the war in Iraq, we could not stop Bush's re
election. In the left and social movements, some 
demand to work on "the riddle of the future," but oth
ers abandon all idea of a real alternative, and in 
despair and desperation retreat to "resistance" or beg 
for reforms. They render the possibility of social trans
formation an illusion by saying that the masses have 
to bring forth the future without developing ideas 
about it now, thus denying the power of ideas in the 
revolutionary process. 

It is noteworthy that this book is the third published 
in Lexington Books' "Raya Dunayevskaya Series in 
Marxism and Humanism," the first two being works of 
the philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya herself. Helen 
Macfarlane fits right in with Dunayevskaya's dialecti
cal approach to history and her concept that women 
are capable of being "thinkers as well as revolutionar
ies." Macfarlane was such a woman. Imagine, what 
even greater contributions she might have made had 
she continued to work with Marx and the revolution
ary movements of her day! 

(For more on Helen Macfarlane, see page 5.) 

by Mary Jo Grey 
A study by The Washington Post revealed that since 

1990 at least 1,367 pregnant and post-partum women 
in 37 states had been violently murdered—nearly 
always by a husband or boyfriend. Their children often 
have lasting effects from the violence. In seeking to 
prevent such horror, the National Organization for 
Women is calling for laws with teeth, stay-away orders 
that are actually enforced, and the continuation of the 
Violence Against Women Act, up for reauthorization by 
Bush's Republican Congress. For more information 
contact: www.now.org/issues/violence/122904pregnan-
cy.html 

—Information from NOW 
* * * 

Afsaneh Nowrouzi, who has spent the last seven 
years on death row in Iran, will not be executed after 
an international campaign to spare her life. She was 
jailed after killing and castrating Police Chief Behzad 
Moghaddam who had attacked and attempted to rape 
her. In January, his family accepted $62,500 instead of 
her execution. 

On the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, 
abortion opponents wanted to make a statement in 
the heart of liberal San Francisco. But the few hun
dred opponents bused in from the central valley 
were met by thousands of pro-choice activists. Even 
the mayor and several other town officials joined the 
pro-choice rally. 

Shari'a law in Canada 
Despite fierce opposition by women's organizations 

across Canada, former Ontario Attorney General Mar
ion Boyd recommended to the Ontario government 
that the 1991 Arbitration Act allow settlement of fam
ily legal matters based on religious laws. 

Homa Arjomand, coordinator of the International 
Campaign Against Shari'a Court in Canada, states 
that this will encourage the spread of political Islam 
"pushing women's rights in Canada back 1,400 years." 
Shari'a courts put women in danger because they are 
victimized by male-dominated legal decisions based on 
sixth century religion and tradition. (See November 
2004 N&L.) She said the Campaign will mobilize a 
strong Force to -oppose shari'a and called for the 
Ontario government to hold a public hearing giving 
people the opportunity to speak. 

The Canadian Council of Muslim Women also 
expressed outrage, citing the "negative impact on vul
nerable women and children..." 

Heather McGregor, executive director of YWCA 
Toronto, Said Boyd's decision "counts on the willing
ness of those required to give up power to be cheerful
ly educated to give up their advantage. Nowhere in the 
world did women wake up one day to find enlightened 
men in positions of power handing over equality. We 
have always had to fight for our own rights." 

Tarek Fatah of the Muslim Canadian Congress 
called the recommendation "racist and unconstitution
al." The Canadian Council of Women predicted that 
recent immigrants from Islamic countries will be pres
sured into arbitration where rulings might include 
spousal! payments that last only three months beyond 
separation." 

The fight for freedom for all women in Ontario and 
Canada has just begun. 

—Mary Jo Grey 

Afro-Colombian fight 
Editors note: We print a News & Letters interview by 

Brown Douglas with Rosa Elena Ruiz Echeverry, of the 
Kambiri Afro-Colombian Women's Network, when she 
was in Memphis for the Southern Human Rights Orga
nizers Conference in December. 

We have been organized as Black women fighting 
discrimination for a long time. In Choco, where I live, 
95% ofius are Black and 5% are mestizo. The mestizo 
dominates. We end up living in misery and we don't 
have the opportunity to work. 

The municipality is the largest job provider, but the 
famous 550 Law has cut municipality jobs from 200 
employees to 16! The 550 Law is a restructuring law 
that affects bankrupt departments and municipalities 
like oiirs and stops the little money that the govern
ment sent. In Mismina, my municipality, the unem
ployment is overwhelming. People are dying of hunger. 
Because we are miners, the foreign companies come 
and there is abundance for a short time, but when they 
leave everything returns to the way it was. 

Health care is dead. The children are dying of hunger 
and sickness. The doctors and medicine are so costly we 
try to survive with herbal remedies passed down from 
our ancestors. Choco has always been ignored by the 
government even though recently Uribe (Colombia's 
president) has given a little aid butnot enough. 

We women feel three discriminations: being poor, 
being Black, and being women. Now there is a fourth: 
the violence of being displaced. The plain truth in 
Choco is that the liars that come to power are benefit
ing from the little money the government gives us. I 
ran fat the municipality council but didn't win because 
of theOiT political machine. Politics is beautiful, politics 
is global and social and we must participate. But the 
politick here is pure politiqueria (dirty politics) where 
the community leaders who can help our people are 
never given the opportunity. 

We need to analyze things and see the resources 
around us, to love them, and to use them in our favor. 
Not only those who come from outside have the right to 
use oijir resources, but we do too. We have even more 
right to them. The foreign companies come and stupe
fy us with their money. We're dependent on them and 
the government. What is more important is the state of 
our Minds. We need to stop being slaves in our minds. 
That's what I tell the organizations and micro-enter
prises I work with. 


