"Human power is its own end"—Karl Marx

WORKSHOP

Saying 'no’ saves a life

by Htun Lin

In February, Gov. Schwarzenegger, in the last appeal
for death row inmate Michael Morales, decided he
should die. Morales was convicted in 1983 of the brutal
rape and murder of a teenage girl. His execution would
add to a long list of those who perished since California
revived the death penalty.

Executions at San Quentin State Prison had been
conducted cleanly and swiftly, without much incident,
before Morales. There were, of course, the vigils of sev-
eral hundred to perhaps a few thousand outside the
gates. Bearing witness to yet another state sanctioned
murder, these vigils remind the rest of society of the
uncivilized basis of our “civilization.”

DEATH CHAMBER NO-SHOW

In contrast to the noisy demonstration outside,
inside the death chamber a quiet routine unfolds

methodically. The journalists, the state officials, the

“families of the victims all know their proper places.
This time, however, the court mandated an additional
licensed profess1ona1 an anesthesiologist.

Even the condemned knew his role. He knew to
climb onto the deathbed, which eerily resembled a hos-
‘pital gurney, where he would be strapped in. As the
needle was inserted into his veins, perhaps he would
remember the gratitude he felt toward another health
worker when a similar needle delivered a cure for a
serious infection—the kind of gratitude I am reminded

of by all the “thank you” notes patients leave behind in,

the hospital where I work.

" Morales’ execution never took place. The health
worker never showed up. The American Medical Asso-
ciation (AMA) didn’t give him the blessing to do seo.
This “non event” was headline news around the world.

. This time there was no autopsy. Instead, the examina-
tion was of the body politic and American “civilization”

Continued on page 3

BLACK/RED

'Covenant' cannot
overcome crises
by John Alan

Over 2,000 people in Oakland and another 1,000 in
San Francisco came out on March 4 to meetings pro-
moting a new book edited by Tavis Smiley, Covenant
with Black America, now a bestseller. A leading Black
intellectual, Cornel West; heralded these meetings as a

possible. starting point. for a new mass movement.

Covenant grew out of a panel discussion of 23 promi-
nent Black politicians, academics, community activists
and religious leaders that took place in February of
2005 in Atlanta. It was called State of the Black Union.

- The panel sent out an appeal asking what people
thought were the most crucial problems facing Black

America. The response was deep and wide. This input

was then compiled into ten chapters of Covenant, each
of which focuses on one issue. The tremendous
response to this appeal, reflected in the initial input,
‘and in sales of the resulting book as well as mass out-
pourings for this tour, shows the depth of the crisis in
Black America. Some of the pressing problems
Covenant covers are the right to health ‘care and well
being, the right to educational opportunities where
everyone can achieve their full potential, the system of
unequal justice and environmental justice,

« This effort comes from a range of Black politicians’

and academics who rose to prominence after the Civil
‘Rights Movement. Ron Dellums, who addressed the
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Middie East.
Morales took power in Bolivia in

‘nationalizing U.S. mining interests,
- Ollanta Humala, is hoping to become §

left-of-center g(jvernment may take

place in Oregon and California (see page 3).

by Peter Hudis

At a moment when the Bush |
administration is facing a quagmire |
in Iraq and growing opposition to its
policies at home, Latin America may
not appear to be its central area of
concern. Yét everits there are becom-
ing as worrisome to it as those in the

A left-wing government under Evo }

December; a radical who. fayors

the president o Peru in April; and a

power in Mexico if Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador of the PRD wins its
presidential election in July. Mean-
while Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez’s effort to create a “counter-
hegemonic pole” to the U.S. is becom- -
ing an 1ncreas1ng irritant to the Bush
administration. |

The move to| the: Left by Latin
America’s electorate is only one reflection of a conti-
nent in upheaval. In Ecuador the Confederation of
Indigenous Natjonalities last month called for a
nationwide uprising to protest a possible free-trade
agreement with}he, U.S. In Colombia, the government
is being sharply criticized for signing a. free trade
agreement with the US. in late February that may
throw 2.5 million Colombians out of work ‘once tariffs
are lifted on U.S. agricultural imports.

From Mexico to the southern cone, Latin Americans
are expressing disgust with decades of U.S.-sponsored
neoliberal restructuring that has sunk 44% of Latin
Americans into poverty and made income disparities
between rich and poor even worse than ever.

BUSH’S FAKE TALK OF ‘DEMOCRACY’

That the Bush administration’s policy towards Latin
America is coming apart at the seams. was seen last
fall when its Free Trade Agreement of the Americas
died in the face of withering attacks by Chavez and
other Latin American leaders. Although the U.S. since

March f tens of thousclds opens World Social Forum in Caracas,
Venezuela in January.
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'New challenges to global capital
in Latin American battle of ideas

then has tried to promote an Andean Free Trade
Agreement, Morales’ election has left that in tatters as
well. The administration is responding to this situation
by accusing its critics of being “undemocratic.”

In February Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
said of Chavez: “He’s a person who was elected legally
just as Hitler was elected legally and then consolidat-
ed power and is now, of course, working with Castro
and Morales. It concerns me.” Director of National
Intelhgence John Negroponte (ambassador to Hon-
duras in the 1980s when the U.S.-supported govern-
ment murdered thousands of people in Central Ameri-
ca) stated a few weeks later that Chavez is a threat
because he is “dlmmlshmg freedom of the press” in
Venezuela.

Aside from the fact that these-advocates of domestic

spying, torture, and the use of death squads against

liberatory forces in Latin America are hardly in a posi-
tion to lecture others about “democracy,” one thing that
cannot be said of Chavez is that he has ended freedom

Continued on page 10

Sleeping giant stirs in immigrant marches

Mass gathering in Chicago

CHICAGO—Some 100,000 people converged on the
city’s center on March 10. It is considered the largest
immigrant rights march in the city’s history, and possi-
bly the nation’s. Drawing participants from the entire
region, the demonstration was a statement that in the
heart of the country, immigrant labor would be heard
and seen.

A march shut down traffic in the downtown Loop
where a. rally in Federal Plaza took place. Some
marchers had not reached Federal Plaza, site of the
rally, by the time it ended. The crowd was overwhelm-
ingly Mexican, with representation by Poles, Chinese
and Irish. Participants had heard about it through the
radio, by word of mouth, and through commumty
groups.

The outpounng exhibited aspects of a general strike.
Businesses had to close or find substitutes for workers
who left to march. Students left classes to go down-
town. Attendance at one high school was cut in half. For
employees fired for going to the march a defense com-

- mittee has been formed.
The pain felt by some businesses and the surprising -

show of unity and strength underscored that immi-
grants, especially the estimated 11 million, undocu-
mented, are woven into the U.S. economy. As one
marcher put it, “Most people don’t realize how much
work we do, but it’s part of their daily lives. We are
putting up all the buildings and cocking all the food.
Today they’ll understand.”

A bill passed the House this winter, H.R. 4437 which
intends to overtly stop illegal immigration but, as with
previous measures, effectively disciplines immigrant
labor all the more. The march was a response. In the
same week as Chicago’s march, over 30,000 rallied in
Washington, D.C. West Coast immigrant protests took

~Jim Milis

‘] came here for work’

CHIGAGO—I joined the march for immigrants. It was

a strike. It proved we have power. If immigrants didn’t
work one day, the U.S. would lose millions of dollars.
Immigrants work very hard. I came here for work.

" When you don’t have documents, it’s harder to find a
job and the employers are harsher. One of the people
trying to harm immigrants said the economy is down
because of them. But immigrants work for $6 an hour
and less. In places where there are no 1mmlgrants,
wages are higher..

If you are born here and the police stop you, you pay

a fine and go on your way. If you don’t have papers,

you're put in jail and deported. Without papers, you
can’t get a drivers license to go to work, and you can’t

get a Social Security number. The laws are harder for -

the documented immigrant too.

The conditions immigrants work under have gotten
worse. Before when the boss wanted us to work over-
time, we were paid for it. Now working overtime is a
favor, an unpaid favor. He says, “Can you do me a favor,
and work longer?” and if you say no, he makes a call.
and you're fired. This happens when someone can’t

come to work, and everyone covers a part of her job,

without more pay.

The union sometimes helps, sometimes not. It used
to be that when you had been working at a job for one
year, you had full rights. Now it's two years. This
means also that you do not get a raise until two years
of-work. This is against the contract. I called the union

about getting my raise after a year. The rep never .

called back. Worse, a friend was hired as a temporary
building cleaner—for two years. He was supposed to be
made permanent after six months.

If you work second shift, the boss thinks he can
change your shift if he likes. He doesn’t ask. He’s not
supposed to be able to dec1de for you. Maybe you have

Continued on page 3
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