
by Franklin Dmitryev
The April 20 explosion of the Deepwater Horizon 

oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico, killing 11 workers and 
setting off a colossal oil spill, brought to the fore the 
contradictions rife in state-capitalism.

The gigantic forces harnessed by automated pro-
duction yield just as gigantic unintended—though 
often anticipated—consequences. In this case, clear 
warnings about the threat to workers and the potential 
for an unprecedented gusher 
had been swept under the rug 
in the drive for production of 
that key commodity, oil. Before 
it is over, this oil spill will ex-
ceed all others except possibly 
the 1910-11 Lakeview Gusher 
near Bakersfield, Calif., and 
Saddam Hussein's deliberate 
release during the Gulf War of 
1991. It includes at the same 
time a gusher of gas, "the most 
vigorous methane eruption 
in modern human history," 
which could cause additional 
vast dead zones in the Gulf.1

Protests spread, from the 
May 30 rally of 1,000 in Jack-
son Square, New Orleans; to the June 26 Hands Across 
the Sand actions that were countrywide, including 
many groups in the hundreds gathering at Gulf Coast 
beaches; to continuing actions like the protests in Chi-
cago and New York (see articles, p. 10) and the World-
wide BP Protest Days on June 12 and July 10.
WORKERS SACRIFICED TO PRODUCTION

Working on oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico is partic-
ularly dangerous: from 2006 to 2009, 30 workers died 
and 1,296 were injured in 632 fires, explosions and 
other accidents. Many more injuries were covered up. 
Press coverage brought out BP's sordid history of safe-
ty violations, including the 2005 explosion at its Texas 
refinery that killed 15 workers in and around tempo-
rary work trailers. A leaked memo showed that BP had 
compared workers to "three little pigs" in deciding to 
save money by not buying blast-resistant trailers.

Workers and engineers from the Deepwater Hori-
zon have told of the many ways corners were cut and 
danger signs ignored in the rush to production before 
the April 20 explosion.2

1. "Aggies study effects of spill," by Alec Goetz, The Battalion, 
6/23/2010.

2. Especially chilling was the May 16 60 Minutes interview 
with Mike Williams, Chief Electronics Technician of the rig.

While BP is one of the most blatant killers, suck-
ing the life out of workers, quickly or slowly, to build up 
capital is the very essence of the system. The latest di-
saster came on the heels of the Massey mine explosion 
15 days earlier (see "For Mine Bosses, 29 Dead Just the 
Cost of Digging Coal," May-June 2010 N&L), and three 
days earlier another explosion at the Tesoro oil refin-
ery near Seattle killed seven. An explosion in February 
at the Kleen Energy power plant under construction 

in Connecticut killed 
five workers. 

In the U.S. over 
5,000 workers are 
killed on the job ev-
ery year, while ten 
times that many 
die from occupa-
tional diseases, and 
several million are 
injured.

Workers cleaning 
up after the oil spill 
are also endangered. 
Over one million gal-
lons of toxic chemical 
dispersants have been 
pumped and sprayed 
into the ocean, with 

unknown environmental effects. The dispersants' 
manufacturer warns that respirators should be used, 
yet BP banned cleanup workers from using them. 
Workers are becoming seriously ill from the toxins—
how many workers is unclear, since neither BP nor the 
government is keeping track. Like 9/11 first respond-
ers, previous oil cleanup workers have been abandoned 
when the work made them sick. Shortly after the 1989 
Exxon Valdez spill, specialists with the Laborers Inter-
national Union warned Alaska's labor department of 
risks of long-term organ damage to cleanup workers, 
but the state and federal governments failed to moni-
tor them, while Exxon tried to cover up illnesses.
FOSSIL FUELS' DEADLY LEGACY 

From the start of the industrial revolution, fos-
sil fuels have been key to capitalism, for the energy to 
drive its machines for production and, later, for trans-
portation of its commodities, its commuters/consumers 
and its armies of destruction. Fossil fuel industries, 
therefore, combine extraordinary political and eco-
nomic power with a recklessly lethal drive for produc-
tion. They are heavily implicated in environmental 
racism across the world. 

• In the Niger Delta in West Africa, Shell Oil pulls 

The heavily armed neo-Nazis "patrolling" the bor-
der between Arizona and Mexico, manhandling and 
threatening who they will, are a measure of the U.S.'s 
fall into the abyss. At no time since the Civil Rights 
era has open racism been so accepted in the public life 
of this country. It is now being proclaimed defiantly, 
unashamedly. The passage of anti-immigrant measure 
SB 1070 and subsequent Arizona laws—which were 
written by open white supremacists, the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR)—are a gauntlet 
thrown down to all freedom movements.
UNASHAMED RACISM REARS HIDEOUS HEAD

The truth of what is happening is undisguised: 
from the words of FAIR founder John Tanton, "As 
Whites see their power and control over their lives de-
clining, will they simply go quietly into the night? Or 
will there be an explosion?"; or the statement of a Tea 
Party publicist that "we look for key words and images 
to leverage the intense rage and anxiety of white work-
ing-class conservatives"; or Patrick Buchanan openly 
hailing the Tea Parties as a "New White Nationalism".

These racist moves have to be called what they re-
ally are. They have to be opposed in every way possible, 
the racist laws overturned and discredited. 

As it stands, SB 1070 creates a second-class citizen 

status based upon racial divisions, unprecedented in 
recent U.S. history. Since its passage in Arizona, 20 
other states are considering similar legislation.

These laws would target people crossing the 
U.S.-Mexico border, but would of course place no 
restrictions on the flow of U.S. capital into Mex-
ico which plays such a role in displacing people 
from the land and forcing them to seek a place in 
a cruel, barely regulated industrial landscape of 
cardboard housing and border sweatshops.

For years some immigrants' rights activists 
warned of the possibility of such drastic legislation 
being passed. But in the words of one Chicago activ-
ist, "We thought they were exaggerating, that this just 
couldn't happen here. We honestly didn't believe that 
this country's politics could become so reactionary."

As bad as the Arizona laws are, they represent the 
tip of the iceberg. The ultra-reactionary Tea Party can-
didates who are running for election this year intend 
to push things even further. It was no accident that 
Rand Paul, after his victory in Kentucky's Republican 
primary election, told a national television audience 
that he did not support parts of the 1965 Civil Rights 
Act. Specifically, he opposes the idea that private 
businesses can be prevented from discriminating and 
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by John Alan

50-year N&L legacy 
alive today

Editors' note: John Alan turns his column over to 
Robert Taliaferro, who sent the following greeting to the  
News and Letters Committees 2010 Convention.

When I was first introduced to News and Let-
ters Committees (NLC), it was based on a discussion 
regarding my thoughts on an N&L article about po-
litical prisoners. The results of that discussion were 
published in N&L. The life-long association with NLC 
began shortly thereafter, when I was sent to a private-
ly run CCA prison in Tennessee.

Twelve years later NLC has become not only a 
source of theory and practice, but family. We mourn 
the loss of Mary Joan, yet celebrate the vision of Raya 
and those of us who have kept that vision alive. Though 
leaner, we have become stronger. It saddens me that 
some are no longer a part of NLC. It saddens me that, 
with such great potential, we lost a lot of our comrades 
to simple pride and arrogance, rather than looking at 
the much larger reason for our existence...
DUNAYEVSKAYA'S VISION STILL STANDS

Yet with that sadness comes a joy that after 50 
plus years, the vision of Raya in the formation of a 
Marxist-Humanist relationship with the world by way 
of News and Letters Committees still stands. There is 
a joy that a person such as myself, incarcerated, can 
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Battleline over safety
by Htun Lin

One might think oil workers and healthcare work-
ers don't have much in common. But we do. We all think 
a lot about the quality of our work. This is not about 
"professional pride" that management promotes with 
"employee of the month" type public relations cam-
paigns. It has to do with safety, not just our personal 
safety but the health and welfare of everyone.

In 1996, we won a "quality-of-care" provision at the 
HMO where I work in a landmark California Nurses' 
Association labor contract. Since then, other unions be-
gan to get on the quality care bandwagon. 

Challenges kept coming not only from manage-
ment of HMOs but also from the California governor. 
Schwarzenegger tried to use the courts to reverse the 
nurse-to-patient safety ratios. But we healthcare work-
ers stood our ground. Overall, fewer people have been 
killed or injured at the hands of HMOs over the years.

The workers at BP's Deepwater Horizon drill-
ing platform were not so fortunate. According to one 
of the workers who survived the explosion, engineers 
concerned about safety wanted to slow down drilling in 
order to perform more tests. 

They were overruled by a BP executive who was 
flown in by helicopter. He admonished the crew about 
cost over-runs. He lectured them that too much invest-
ment money would be lost if production did not meet in-
vestors' expectations. Therefore he demanded produc-
tion be sped up. The day after he left, the rig exploded.

BP's Gulf oil spill lays waste 
to workers, environment

The new white supremacist United States
continued on p. 10

continued on p. 11

Oil wreaks devastation worldwide; above, West Africa's Niger Delta.
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STOP Sakineh Mohammadi 
Ashtiani's execution!

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, convicted of adul-
tery in Iran in 2006, endured 99 lashes,  then  was 
sentenced to death 
by stoning. A huge 
public outcry blocked 
the stoning, but she 
still faces execution 
for a "crime" she did 
not commit and for 
which she has al-
ready endured pun-
ishment. To protest 
this inhuman act 
send letters of pro-
test to: http://iran-
solidarity.blogspot.
com/2010/06/please-
help-our-mother-return-home-stop.html.  For more in-
formation go to: http://freesakineh.org.

The Simone de Beauvoir Institute, a women's 
studies college at Concordia University in Quebec, the 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association and the Angli-
can diocese of Montreal, are speaking against Bill 94, 
which would prohibit Muslim women from wearing the 
niqab (face veil) while working in the public sector or 
receiving government services including education and 
healthcare. 
  * * * 

The Harvard Humanitarian Initiative interviewed 
4,000 rape victims in the eastern South Kivu province 
of Democratic Republic of Congo. It found 60% were 
gang raped. In 2008, over a third of the rapes were 
committed by civilians, up from 1% in 2004. Rape as a 
weapon of war influenced its social acceptance. When 
UN initiatives are carried out, both the rebels and the 
government use rape to punish civilians. 
  * * * 

In India's West Bengal state, police have arrested 
ten men from the Oraon tribe for the kidnappings and 
murders of five women. They stated a priest urged 
them to murder the women, claiming they were "witch-
es" who had caused a spate of deaths by disease. Indian 
feminists state that priests, tribal chiefs, and relatives 
often accuse widows and divorcees of witchcraft so they 
can take control of their property when they are killed.
  * * * 

The Reformed Political Party in the Netherlands 
can no longer bar women from office according to a 
recent court ruling which states that the Dutch are a 
party to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 

by Terry Moon 
The anniversary of one pill and the debate around 

others tell a tale of capitalism's drive for profit vs. wom-
en's struggle for the right to control our own bodies. 

While many have noted that 2010 is the 50th an-
niversary of the birth control pill, and a few acknowl-
edged that women, not just pharmaceutical companies, 
"played a role," the truth is that with "the Pill," women 
changed history.  

In 1969, The Doctors' Case Against the Pill by 
Barbara Seaman, a pioneer in the women's liberation 
self-health movement, changed how Big Pharma did 
business. It made public what birth control pill man-
ufacturers had always known but kept secret: the pill 
increased women's risk for cancer, heart disease, dia-
betes, and stroke. She exposed that the pill had been 
tested on poor women in Puerto 
Rico given unconscionable high-
dose pills and no informed consent.  

Her book was so explosive that 
Congress was forced to hold hear-
ings in 1970, but women who had 
suffered from the pill were not al-
lowed to testify. Women disrupted 
the proceedings. Two at a time, 30 
women jumped up to yell out a truth about their lives, 
a critique of the committee, or a fact about the pill and 
how it had damaged their, or other women's, lives.  
WOMEN CHANGED MEDICAL HISTORY

Because of what women did, birth control pills 
were the first drug to have a warning label, something 
we now take for granted; and Seaman also insisted on 
the right of all patients to information and informed 
consent for drug tests.  

Drug companies took the fact that women use med-
ical services more than men to attempt to make money 
off of legitimate health concerns and problems, and to 
brand perfectly normal conditions as diseases: 

• While marketed for everything from heart health 
to preventing dementia to younger looking skin, hor-
mone replacement therapy (HRT) did nothing for those 
problems but did give hundreds of thousands of women 
breast cancer and strokes. Drug companies are are still 
marketing HRT for preventing dementia, whereas long-
term HRT "therapy" increases dementia as well as mild 
cognitive impairment!

• A new diagnosis "osteopenia," or bone density 
below "normal" but not low enough to be osteoporosis, 
is a way to sell costly drugs with dangerous side effects. 
Since normal bone mass is that of an average 30-year-
old, and bone naturally deteriorates with age, almost 
all women older than 30 could be diagnosed with "os-
teopenia," even though there is nothing abnormal or 
ill about them. Big Pharma's eagerness to push their 
drugs to "cure" a normal condition is seen in their offer-
ing free bone density scanning machines to doctors and 
their creation of "guidelines" recommending women be 
screened at 50 when no science-based organization rec-
ommends screening women under age 65.

• Women dodged the so-called "female viagra," 
Flibanserin, which purported to treat "hypoactive 
sexual desire disorder"—a fancy new "diagnosis" for 

"low" sexual desire. The FDA turned down drugmaker 
Boehringer Ingelheim's request for approval but only 
because it was no more effective than a placebo and had 
serious side effects. It should have been refused because 
many times low sexual desire is normal, because who is 
to say what is "normal sexual desire" in the first place, 
and because we should live in a society where different 
ranges of sexual desire are not an excuse for medical-
ization. Big Pharma has been attempting to cash in on 
a "female Viagra" for over a decade with no doubt a new 
drug and disease diagnosis in the works. 
ANTI-ABORTION HYPOCRISY 

Now, what about a drug that appears very safe, 
that was approved last year in 22 countries? That drug, 
ulipristal acetate, to be sold as EllaOne, is a new "morn-
ing after" birth control pill. It can protect a woman from 

pregnancy five days after unprotected sexual in-
tercourse, rather than only three days, as does 
Plan B. That is the drug the right-wing fanatics 
chose to protest as unsafe.  

Concerned Women of America and the Amer-
ican Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists prove their fanatical ideology by 
decrying EllaOne: "It kills embryos, just like the 
abortion pill. It's embryotoxic." This drug is for 

expelling a few cells that one would be hard-pressed to 
see under a powerful microscope. It's a fertilized egg, 
not even a fetus. 

EllaOne is birth control, whether it works by keep-
ing a woman from ovulating, as the science suggests, or 
by keeping a fertilized egg from implanting in a wom-
an's womb, as the fanatics would like people to believe. 
Hilariously, these groups claim they fear women will 
use EllaOne to abort a fetus, putting themselves at risk 
for life-threatening complications. If that's what they 
are really worried about, they should be fans of early 
abortions, one of the safest procedures available, safer 
than actually having a baby.  

If the Concerned Women of America cared at all 
about women and drugs, they might turn their atten-
tion from ones proven safe, to those being pushed on 
women by drug companies driven to disregard women's 
health and lives by capitalism's hunger for profit. 

In our world, women fight for the right to control 
our bodies and lives, and create a new world based on 
human foundations where that kind of struggle will be 
part of a proud past.

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

WOMAN 

REASON
AS

Fighting 50 years after the pill

Bill Brady unwelcome
Chicago—On June 29, at 11:30 AM pro-choice, pro-

jobs and pro-equal rights demonstrators threw an "Un-
welcoming Party" for Illinois Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Bill Brady. About 20 anti-Brady demonstra-
tors, and a few pro-Brady people, initially gathered out-
side an upscale restaurant at the corner of Grand and 
Clark, where Brady was the guest of honor. Our rally 
grew to about 30 while the number of pro-Brady-ites 
remained the same. Every truck and car that honked 
as they passed by, made it clear they were doing so in 
solidarity with the protestors.

 Extreme right-wing Brady is anti-choice, includ-
ing banning abortion across the U.S. by amending the 
Constitution. He favors lowering the minimum wage 
and allowing pharmacists to refuse filling birth control 
prescriptions they find morally objectionable. He oppos-
es embryonic stem cell research, Family Medical Leave 
laws, equal pay for equal work for women, gay rights, 
and Illinois' law requiring mammograms, pap smears 
and prescription contraceptives be covered by insur-
ance. Jason Plummer, his running mate for Lieutenant 
Governor is also ultra-conservative. 

Illinois Choice Action Team organized the protest, 
and members of Jobs With Justice were among the ral-
liers, along with others outraged by Brady's retrogres-
sive politics.

             —Elise

Michelle Goldberg's The Means of Reproduction: 
Sex, Power, and the Future of the World describes how an 
international movement of feminism and reproductive 
justice began when women 
were appointed to head U.S. 
programs started in the late 
1950s to curb overpopula-
tion. Experts predicted that 
overpopulation in developing 
countries would lead to star-
vation, which would slow 
development, cause environ-
mental damage and tempt 
the masses to turn to state 
"Communism." 

Funding was provided 
to USAID, the Ford Founda-
tion, International Planned 
Parenthood Foundation, and the International Wom-
en's Health Coalition for contraception and safe abor-
tion and made foreign aid dependent on accepting 
them. They pushed to create the UN Population Fund. 
WOMEN TRANSFORMED UN POLICY

Women changed these programs' racist, sexist 
methods of treating women in the developing world 
as objects that must be controlled. They asked women 
what reproductive help they needed. They provided 
funding when women said they needed healthcare for 
their children, literacy training, bank loans for small 
businesses, and legal education to know their rights. 

But genetic engineering, irrigation and chemical 
fertilizers, which produced larger harvests, made the 
threat of overpopulation temporarily seem less press-
ing. The religious right that helped Ronald Reagan 
and George W. Bush into power joined the Catholic 
hierarchy to oppose proven strategies of contraception 
and abortion in favor of abstinence. Goldberg describes 
the many gruesome results of these policies in Latin 
America where women still die, not only from illegal 
abortions but because doctors give them drugs to stop 
miscarriage or refuse to operate on ectopic pregnancies. 

During George W. Bush's administration, religious 
conservatives appointed to U.N. commissions lied that 
UNFPA funded forced abortions in China. Even when 
all evidence disproved this, the administration still 
used it as an excuse to cut UNFPA funding. 
SISTERHOOD BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH

The religious right also exploited the notion some-
times promoted by the left and even some feminists, 
that empowering women in developing countries inter-
feres with traditional cultures. But Goldberg shows that 
anti-abortion laws are often an artifact of colonialism. 
More importantly, she shows that women in developing 
countries resist patriarchal control of their fertility and 
other anti-woman practices on their own and are glad 
to receive help from Western feminists in the form of 
funding and public awareness. She gives an example 
of an African woman, Agnes Pareyio, who used funds 
from Eve Ensler's V-Day Foundation to create a shelter 
for girls who run away from female genital mutilation. 

Many Westerners think that world overpopulation 
can only be controlled by forced contraception, steriliza-
tion, and abortion. Recently, the religious right claimed 
that only forcing women to be submissive, childbearing 
wives can raise the falling birthrate of European coun-
tries with aging populations. Goldberg proves both no-
tions wrong. Women limit the size of their families and 
are better able to take care of their children when they 
control their own fertility. At the same time, women as-
sured of equal marriage partnerships and the right to 
continue their careers feel safe enough to have children. 
SELF-DETERMINATION A RADICAL ACT

While Goldberg doesn't describe the role the femi-
nist movement played in this international women's 
liberation movement, she does explain that listening 
to women and empowering them to be self-determining 
individuals is not only a radical act that improves ev-
erything in society but a necessary one for solving the 
world's most pressing problems. Women who are edu-
cated and in control of their own finances use them to 
improve the health, economy, and development of their 
communities. The African HIV/AIDS epidemic has not 
been solved by restricting female sexuality, but it can 
be helped by freeing women from rape, genital mutila-
tion, and forced marriage as well as by helping them 
protect themselves with condoms. Ending the selective 
abortions of female fetuses in India and China would 
prevent the potential political instability that experts 
say might result from a larger ratio of men to women. 

This book shows that the globalization of human 
rights does not have to come at the expense of cultural 
identity. The desire for freedom, to be in control of one's 
life, is a universal drive. It does not lead to selfishness 
and social disintegration as right-wingers would have 
it, but to the exercise of social responsibility. The book 
quotes several experts saying the global liberation of 
women is one of the most important issues of our time.

  —Adele

Review of 'The Means 
of Reproduction'
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Elmhurst, Ill.—Members of Teamsters Local 710 at 
vending company Compass surprised many on July 6 
by voting down the company’s “last, best and final offer” 
for a new five-year contract. Going into negotiations, it 
was the route drivers who expressed the loudest dissat-
isfaction, over longer and longer work days. Since the 
last contract five years ago and all route drivers became 
commission drivers, no longer paid by the hour, the av-
erage route work day has gone from eight to ten hours 
then to 12, 14, even 16 hours, with the occasional horror 
stories of a 20-hour day in an emergency.

The inhuman hours were not addressed in the 
contract we voted on—we were told that assignment of 
work was a management prerogative. Somebody posted 
the paragraph from the contract about management’s 
right to manage. The way Compass chose to manage 
was to hire not at all or very reluctantly even as busi-
ness increased and as fed-up drivers with 20 or 30 years 
seniority quit—they did not want to make payments for 
new drivers into the union health plan. The company 
expected that raising the sales commission rate would 
overcome the anger over endless working hours.

—Teamster

All work and no pay 
Detroit—A man from the soup kitchen called Cen-

tro Obrero for help getting his paycheck. He said that 
the company pays only one week for three weeks' pay. 

Most of the calls we get are in Spanish from people 
who worked for similar employers and do not get paid, 
or get injured or get charged for breaking equipment, or 
just get disrespected and want some relief. Most know 
that they have few rights that employers are bound to 
respect, but they know they are human beings, children 
of God who are entitled to decent treatment. 

This is what so many people are looking for now—
not benefits, not full time work, not vacations, just the 
meager hourly rate of pay for the hours they worked. 
Sometimes we cannot recognize the Promised Land be-
cause so much has been lost. 

But what has not been lost is the human desire for 
equity. Even people who have never experienced it seek 
it. It is a myth on one level, but is what gives many of 
us the reason to get up in the morning and the anger to 
fight exploitation and the ability to get another job and 
hope that this one will pay what it's supposed to pay 

Another man called and told me that he works for 
a food processor. They process pickles and beets and 
get paid, allegedly, $7.50 per hour, the legal minimum 
wage. No overtime was paid, although the crew worked 
many hours of overtime. The man takes a bus from 
the soup kitchen on Michigan and Trumbull at Man-
na Meals to Chesterfield Township, does his work and 
comes back to Detroit. The other people he works with 
have not gotten paid either.

This is one of hundreds of employers who exploit 
the most vulnerable workers: the homeless, who would 
likely not be homeless if they got their pay, and undocu-
mented people who have no rights under the law except 
to make someone else rich. Never a dull moment in the 
Promised Land.

When I called the employer, I was told that there 
was no money owed to anyone and that they have never 
had a wage claim filed against them. But then his em-
ployer called me back and told me that he would be paid 
tomorrow.

 —Elena

Detroit—As Bob King was elected president of 
the United Auto Workers (UAW) on June 16, the di-
vide between the union and its leadership has never 
been greater than it is today. Douglas Fraser opened 
the floodgates of concessions in 1979 by volunteering 
cuts in workers' pay and benefits to "save" Chrysler 
from what was called "impending bankruptcy" by then 
Chrysler president and flim-flam 
artist Lee Iacocca. Chrysler work-
ers to this day have not recovered 
what they lost.

Every UAW president since 
has agreed to an unending series 
of concessions. Beginning in 2005 
outgoing president Ron Gettelfin-
ger did more than any of his pre-
decessors to promote the fantasy 
that "we, the members and the 
companies, are in this together." 
As one GM worker who had been 
laid off noted, "I've never seen a 
GM executive on that assembly 
line."

The 2005-09 contract was 
scrapped in 2007 for another concessionary four-year 
agreement, which was again changed in 2009—this 
time the concessions were called "contract modifica-
tions." Concessions cut starting wages for new workers 
from $28 to $14 an hour, eliminated retiree healthcare 
and pension benefits for new workers, and assessed 
higher healthcare premiums. 

The UAW assumed healthcare liabilities of retir-
ees totaling $88 billion in a Voluntary Employee Ben-
eficiary Association (VEBA) trust fund. Other conces-
sions eliminated job banks for laid-off workers, reduced 

UAW election and battles to come

Since then, labor and environmental activists have 
exposed BP's long and sordid history of cutting corners 
on safety in order to increase production. An investiga-
tion panel was formed after a BP explosion at a Texas 
refinery, exposing long-term disputes over safety data 
between managers and front-line workers. The rig 
worker who testified about the explosion at the Deep-
water Horizon reported the same disputes between 
workers and management over safety issues.
SPEEDUPS KILL

Ask any miner or healthcare worker. We experience 
daily what the oil rig worker was talking about. We all 
know speedups kill. After a long campaign exposing 
horror stories of patient deaths and injuries at the hands 
of our HMO, rank-and-file healthcare workers were able 
to put "quality" and safety language in the contract. 

Since then, our struggle to maintain safety and 
quality standards continues against both the employer 
and our own sellout union leadership. They created la-
bor-management forums which are supposed to handle 
issues of "mutual interest." These meetings focus on 
lecturing us on the importance of "reducing sick time" 
and "cutting costs." 

When they discuss safety, their take on that issue is 
worlds apart from our focus. Their obsession is to lower 
the cost of workers' compensation when employees get 
injured on the job from trips, falls, etc. Hardly any time 
is spent on what we workers are concerned about. 
SAFETY VS. BOTTOM LINE

The report on the BP Texas Refinery Explosion de-
scribed a similar ongoing battle between managers, ob-
sessed with ledgers, and workers concerned with safety 
on the shop floor. 

This split in the labor process is the source of work-
ers' alienation. There is a division between mental la-
bor and manual labor. Each one is alienated from na-
ture as well as their own labor. BP CEO Tony Hayward 
famously said "I want my life back." Don't we all? But 
that is impossible so long as capitalist conditions of la-
bor persist. The disastrous consequences sadly have all 
been laid bare for all of us to see. 

Workers' concerns with health, safety and welfare 
impinge on everyone our laboring activity touches, 
including the quality of life for the whole planet. No 
amount of monetary compensation can make up for the 
damage caused when workers are ignored. A Louisiana 
couple whose family ran a shrimping outfit for genera-
tions told me, "Our life is over. No amount of money can 
bring it back."

Crisis management has become capital's business-
as-usual, as one crisis after another has become the 
rule. BP and HMO executives are satisfied with their 
fancy charts and ledgers, crafted in comfortable suites, 
looking only at cost and profit projections. They are in a 
world apart from our reality and life. 

Our survival as a species as well as life on the plan-
et depend on taking matters into our own hands. Any 
resolution short of that will keep all of us hostage to the 
current crisis-as-norm mode.

overtime, gave up holiday and vacation payments, sus-
pended cost-of-living increases altogether as well as 
performance bonuses and gave up lump sum bonuses 
agreed to in 2007. The loss to each worker has been 
from $7,000 to $30,000 a year.

In addition, as a result of GM and Chrysler bank-
ruptcies, wages were frozen for entry-level workers, a 
no-strike clause until 2015 was accepted, vision and 

dental care were not of-
fered, and skilled trades 
classifications were re-
duced, meaning more 
speed-up. 

But King had aggres-
sively supported these 
concessions and also tried 
to convince Ford workers 
to accept them. Instead, 
Ford workers, by a 70% 
vote, rejected them.

In 1970 King had gone 
to work at the huge Ford 
Rouge plant, and in 1984 
was elected president of 

Ford Local 600. He began the tried-and-true path into 
the UAW bureaucracy by becoming a militant and vocal 
opposition to the union leadership. This thorn in the 
side of the union was pulled out in the predictable way: 
in 1989 he was appointed to a regional directorship, 
and in 1998 was elevated to a UAW vice presidency in 
charge of national organizing and the UAW's Ford De-
partment.

In this year's election, for the first time since 1992, 
there was a real opposition candidate. Gary Walkowski, 
a dissident committeeman from Local 600, strongly op-
posed the concessions that King supported. While no 
one expected Walkowski to win, this organized opposi-
tion indicates the mood of rank-and-file workers who 
are seething over the concessions that resulted in hun-
dreds of thousands of laid off auto workers and increas-
ingly dehumanized conditions of work on the produc-
tion line.

King is 63 years old and will serve only one four-
year term, since the UAW constitution requires retire-
ment at 65. While he says his top priority is to restore 
the concessions lost since 2005, some present attitudes 
he displays raise many questions. 

He is a firm believer in cooperating with auto man-
agement, which has consistently resulted in worsening 
conditions for workers. He points with pride to an auto 
supplier plant in Indiana, whose management demand-
ed $3 million in concessions but permitted the union 
to study production in the plant. The UAW team rec-
ommended changes that saved the company $9 million 
and cancelled the concessions. There is no mention of 
whether the changes improved or worsened the work-
er's conditions.

The present state of the union does not lead to opti-
mism. Membership has drastically declined, plummet-
ing from over 1.5 million in 1970 to 392,000 today, the 
lowest number in 70 years, with more than a quarter 
of that number not involved in auto production. The 
union's treasury has also nose-dived—from $69 million 
to $1.2 million.

The present auto contract expires in 2011, King's 
only chance to improve autoworkers' conditions. But the 
situation has changed drastically in that the UAW now 
owns more than half of Chrysler and a big chunk of GM 
resulting from the bankruptcies. King will obviously 
have to consider the UAW's stake in the companies, and 
all indications are that his focus will be on the corpo-
rate bottom line—the UAW's as well as the companies'. 
As many auto workers are now saying, the UAW is the 
company. This does not bode well for the future welfare 
of rank-and-file auto workers.

—Andy Phillips

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1

Labor rights in Greece
Greece is not industrialized, as it was in the 1920s 

or 1930s. All but some steel and coal mining industries 
have closed or moved to other countries. Tourism is the 
main industry now. The labor movement, active be-
tween the world wars, established social insurance and 
education as a right. Social services are free to all.

The ruling parties, both Right and Center, have 
been trying to take those back. This moment of crisis 
is a great opportunity for them: they are generating a 
lot of propaganda that there is no other way out. People 
are desperate and the Left has nothing to offer. The 
big trade unions, which organized the one-day general 
strike, are a part of the government. 

The Communist Party is Stalinist to the bone. 
Their "united front" consists only of those who fully 
agree with them. Many other small Left groups have no 
access to workers and they have not been able to work 
together. They are trying to form a second Left Party, 
combining reformists, progressives, intellectuals, etc. 

The radical Left had some appeal with their calls 
to revolt after the police killed 15-year old Alexandros 
Grigoropoulos in December 2008 (see N&L Dec. 2008-
Jan. 2009 and Feb.-Mar. 2009). But any coalitions they 
might have formed are splitting too.

It is unusual for a general strike to be called 
for July. Strikes are usually of workers in the 
public sector, which is riddled with nepotism 
and corruption. People are disgusted, which led 
to some privatizing.

People believe some sectors, like electricity, water, 
education, and healthcare should continue to be public 
and free. But there is no solidarity for the bank work-
ers, for example. Even with strikes the workers are los-
ing faith that they have any power. They have not got-
ten material gains despite massive strikes. For years 
our only "wins" were to postpone attacks against us.

People are trying to fight, but they have no clear 
way, no ideals or goals. "Radical" programs sound like 
pipe dreams. The "Take the guns now" calls for revolu-
tion are laughable. A program with a chance would aim 
in the beginning at fixing obvious wrongs: prosecute 
rich tax evaders, let companies go bankrupt, etc.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) insisted 
on slashing all public sector budgets. They were sup-
posed to reform the private sector, too, but let them do 
what they want. The IMF is not out to save the economy 
but to slash workers' standard of living.

Greece is not different than other places, there is 
no solution within capitalism. Yet the Left has no solu-
tions either. Their call to strengthen the government 
is not radical enough. We need to abolish the state, go 
beyond private property. There is a lack of real radical 
theory that goes beyond reformism.

German workers had a strike saying, "We are all 
Greek." But if the revolt does not spread, it will remain 
just messages of solidarity.

—Natalia and Diamantis

Inhuman work hours

Dissidents picket 2010 UAW Convention in Detroit in June
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Because of the heroism of the former Russian 
Commissar of War, the rigors of exile when Stalin won 
the struggle for power, and the tragedy of Trotsky's as-
sassination at the hands of a GPU assassin, much that 
has been written about Trotsky's later years has a sub-
jective air about it. His last years seem to have provid-
ed a field day for psychological approaches even on the 
part of political analysts. Recently, a novel has been 
published—and a TV "special" based on it—which im-
putes to Trotsky a change in political outlook which 
allegedly he was unwilling to admit. Only people who 
have no thoughts of their own can so misconstrue the 
thoughts of others. 

LEON TROTSKY AT NO TIME let the subjec-
tive factor enter into any of his anaIyses of objective 
situations. Quite the contrary. 

I remember one incident during the Moscow Tri-
als, when "the General Staff of the Revolution" was 
killed off by Stalin, and Trotsky himself was accused 
of the most heinous crimes. The Russian bureaucracy 
had the state power—and the Lubianka;* the money, 
the brutality, the total disregard for history and, most 
of all, the time—a whole decade—in which to fabricate 
the greatest frame-up in all history.

The Mexican press would hold open two columns 
of space for Trotsky to answer the charges levelled 
against him at the Moscow Trials in 1937-38. He 
had only a couple of hours in which to write his an-
swers—and that only by virtue of the fact that Presi-
dent Cardenas intervened on his behalf and asked the 
press to inform Trotsky of the charges as they came in 
on the teletype. Trotsky never knew what the accusa-
tions would be, nor what the year was in which he was 
alleged to have done this or that crime. Moreover, the 
Trials had come at a time of the greatest personal grief 
in the Trotsky family, for the long arm of the GPU had 
reached out to kill the only living son of Trotsky, Leon 
Sedov. It was a predetermined, insidiously planned 
feat of a master intriguant, calculated to give Trotsky 
the blow that they hoped would render him incapable 
of answering the accusation against himself, that they 
knew would come in two short weeks.

INDEED, THE DEATH OF LEON Sedov inflict-
ed the deepest wound, and in a most vulnerable spot. 
Lev Davidovich and Natalia Ivanovna Trotsky locked 
themselves into their room and would see no one. For 
a whole week they did not come out of their room, and 
only one person was permitted in—the one who brought 
them the mail, and food of which they partook little. 

Those were dismal days for the whole secretarial 
staff. We did not see either L.D. or Natalia. We did not 
know how they fared, and feared the consequences of 
the tragedy upon them. We moved typewriters, the 
telephone, and even doorbells to the guardhouse, out 
of sound of their room. Their part of the house became 
deathly quiet. There was an oppressive air, as if the 
whole mountain chain of Mexico was pressing down 
upon this one house.

The blow was the harder not only because Leon 
Sedov had been their only remaining living child, but 
also because he had been Trotsky's closest literary and 
political collaborator. When Trotsky was interned in 
Norway, gagged, not permitted to answer the charges 
leveled against him in the first Moscow Trials (August 
1936), Sedov had penned Le Livre Rouge, which, by 
brilliantly exposing the Moscow falsifiers, dealt an ir-
reparable blow to the prestige of the GPU.

In the dark days after the tragic news had reached 
us, when Lev Davidovich and Natalia Ivanovna were 
closeted in their room, he wrote the story of their son's 
brief life. It was the first time since pre-revolutionary 
days that Trotsky had written by hand.

On the eighth day, Leon Trotsky emerged from his 
room. I was petrified at the sight of him. The neat, me-
ticulous Leon Trotsky had not shaved for a whole week. 
His face was deeply lined. His eyes were swollen from 
too much crying. Without uttering a word, he handed 
me the handwritten manuscript, Leon Sedov, Son, 
Friend, Fighter, which contained some of Trotsky's 
most poignant writing. "I told Natalia of the death 
of our son," read one passage, "in the same month of 
February in which, 32 years ago, she brought to me in 
jail the news of his birth. Thus ended for us the day of 
February 16, the blackest day in our personal lives....
Together with our boy has died everything that still 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA
Editor's note: To commemorate the 70th anni-

versary of the August 21, 1940, assassination of Leon 
Trotsky by an agent of Stalin, we present Dunayevs-
kaya's "Some Memories of Trotsky," written in 1965 
while visiting Japan (see Supplement to the Raya Du-
nayevskaya Collection, #12639). Written as a special 
article for Asahi Shimbun, it was published on Dec. 
15, 1965, under the title, "Recollections of Trotsky" 
(see Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #9876).

Recollections of Leon Trotsky
remained young within us...."

But even this great grief did not dim Trotsky's ardor 
for the revolutionary cause. The pamphlet was dedicated 
"to the proletarian youth." If the GPU had counted on 
this blow to disable him, they counted on the wrong man.

The following morning, the papers carried the an-
nouncement of the Third Moscow Trials (March 1938). 
Trotsky labored late into the night. One day he was up 
at 7 a.m. and wrote until midnight. The next day he 
arose at 8 a.m. and worked straight through to 3 a.m. 
the following morning. The last day of the week he did 
not go to sleep until five in the morning. He drove him-
self harder than any of his staff.

"THE OLD MAN," AS WE called him affectionate-
ly, wrote an average of 2,000 words a day. He gave state-
ments to the NANA, the UP, AP, Havas Agence [Agence 
France-Presse], France, the London Daily Express, 
and the Mexican newspapers. His declarations were 
also issued in the Russian and German languages. The 
material was dictated in Russian. While I transcribed 
the dictation, the other secretaries checked every date, 
name and place mentioned at the trials. Trotsky de-
manded meticulous, objective research work; the accus-
ers had to be turned into the accused.

Yet so unused to subjectivism was this revolution-
ary that he was deeply incensed when the daily press 
printed "rumors" that Stalin had, at no time, been a 
revolutionist, but had always been "agent of the Tsar" 
and was now "wreaking vengeance." When I brought 
him the newspapers which carried this explanation 
of the blood purge resulting from the Moscow Trials, 
Trotsky exclaimed, "But Stalin was a revolutionist!"

"Wait a moment," he called to me as I was leav-
ing the room, "We'll add a postscript to today's article." 
Here is what he dictated:

"The news has been widely spread through the 
press, to the effect that Stalin allegedly was an agent 
provocateur during Tsarism, and that he is now aveng-
ing himself upon his old enemies. I place no trust 
whatsoever in this gossip. From his youth Stalin was a 
revolutionist. All the facts about his life bear witness to 
this. To reconstruct his biography ex post facto means to 
ape the present reactionary bureaucracy." 

AGAIN, WHEN THE JOHN DEWEY Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the Charges Made Against Leon 
Trotsky had brought in the verdict: Not Guilty, and a 
press conference was called, Trotsky was asked: "Do 
not pessimistic conclusions in regards to socialism flow 
from the Moscow Trials and the verdict of the Commis-
sion?" Trotsky replied: 

"No. I do not see any basis for pessimism. It is nec-
essary to take history as it is. Humanity moves forward 
as did some pilgrims: two steps ahead, one step back. 
During the time of the backward movement, all seems 
lost to skeptics and pessimists. But this is an error of 
historical vision. Nothing is lost. Humanity has devel-
oped from the ape to the Comintern. It will advance 
from the Comintern to actual socialism. The judgment 
of the Commission demonstrates once more that the 
correct idea is stronger than the most powerful police 
force. In this conviction lies the unshakable basis of 
revolutionary optimism."

Unfortunately, optimism, no more than subjectiv-
ism, is at the root of political attitudes. It is theory—the 
philosophical premise for it—which is decisive. Because 
his theory—that Russia still remained a workers' state, 
"though degenerate," and must be "defended" when 
World War II broke soon after the Hitler-Stalin Pact 
was concluded—appeared to me to be at variance with 
both the reality of state capitalism in Russia and its 
total perversion of the Humanism of Marxism as a the-
ory of liberation, I broke with Trotsky. My break from 
Trotsky's politics in no way changed my attitude toward 
him as one of the greatest revolutionists of our age, one 
who, with Lenin, led the great October Revolution. He 
remains "the man of October."

Above is the signature from the original document

Marxist-Humanism on 
Trotsky as Theoretician 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution: 
"Absolutely no one...matched [Trotsky's] 
leap in cognition which proclaimed that 

backward Russia...could 
be the one not only to have 
the revolution before the 
advanced countries, but...
to reach for socialism 'in 
an unbroken chain.'"

Philosophy and 
Revolution: "The reduction 
of the very concept of 
socialism to statified 
property is grounded in 

a methodology that...had developed the 
theory of permanent revolution without 
a self-developing Subject....Underlying 
the universalization of the particular, 
nationalized property, was the dualism in 
Trotsky's practice of the dialectic."

For further exploration:
Marxism and Freedom, chapter 12, "What Happens After"
"Leon Trotsky as Man and as Theoretician," New Essays, 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection #5656
"The Two Russian Revolutions, and Once Again, on the 
Theory of Permanent Revolution," #6037
"Substitutionism, or Theory/Philosophy," #10830-36

To order, see literature ad, p. 7.

Come to a celebration of the 

Raya Dunayevskaya 
Centenary 

Saturday, Sept. 18, at Wayne State 
University Walter P. Reuther Library of 
Labor and Urban Affairs in Detroit, MI

Keynote speaker: Mike Smith, Director of Re-
uther Library, followed by brief commentaries 
from others, ending with an open discussion. 
Speakers include founding members of News 
and Letters Committees Olga Domanski, sec-
retary to Dunayevskaya and National Co-Or-
ganizer of News and Letters Committees, and 
Andy Phillips, co-author of The Coal Miners' 
General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of Marx-
ist-Humanism In the U.S. An exhibit will feature 
material in the "Raya Dunayevskaya Collection: 
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development."

Raya Dunayevskaya was 
born 100 years ago, May 
1, 1910. After many years 
in socialist groups, labor 
agitation, strikes, and 
African-American freedom 
struggles, she founded 
the philosophy of Marxist-
Humanism and News and 
Letters Committees. She wrote Marxism and 
Freedom, from 1776 Until Today; Philosophy 
and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao; Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Libera-
tion, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution; and 
Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu-
tion: Reaching for the Future. She was working 
on a book tentatively titled "Dialectics of Orga-
nization and Philosophy: The 'Party' and Forms 
of Organization Born out of Spontaneity," left 
unfinished at her death in 1987.
The Reuther Library of Labor and Urban Affairs is 
where the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, organized 
by her, is housed. She ensured that her Collection 
would be accessible to all. This world-renowned 
library is the largest labor archive in North America, 
holding over 2,000 collections related to union 
history and working class organizations, African 
Americans, women in the labor movement, as well 
as dissident, social, and political reform movements.

Date: Saturday, Sept. 18, 2:00 PM
Place: Reuther Library  
of Labor and Urban Affairs
5401 Cass Ave., Detroit, MI 48202
Sponsored by the Reuther Library of Labor and Urban 
Affairs and News and Letters Committees, the Marxist-Hu-
manist organization founded by Raya Dunayevskaya. For 
information: phone 312-431-8242, arise@newsandletters.
org; Reuther Library on the web: www.reuther.wayne.edu; 
email: reutherreference@wayne.edu

* The Lubianka building in Moscow contained a prison and 
the headquarters of the GPU, which acted as Stalin's secret 
police and was later known as the KGB.
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From Margaret Randall:

'A great gift'
Dear News & Letters:

Revolutionaries and activists for social 
change at the end of the twentieth century des-
perately needed a mind that would extend Marx's 
concepts, making them more pertinent to the 
struggles we were waging then. We found such a 
mind in Raya Dunayevskaya. She combined expe-
rience with analysis. Her development of Marx-
ist-Humanism opened Marx's brilliant but time-

circumscribed ideas and 
enabled us to envision 
a change that included 
feminism, understanding 
of race, and—most espe-
cially—the intersections 
of these with economic 
struggle. Dunayevskaya's 
important books and her 
ongoing work with News 

& Letters made her contribution an ongoing con-
versation: powerful yet open-ended. 

I cannot remember how Dunayevskaya and I 
began our correspondence, but I do know it was 
important to me. In perhaps a dozen or so ex-
changes I never felt she spoke down to me. Rather, 
while generous with her vast knowledge she al-
ways made me feel as if I too had something to 
say. It was a great gift and one that continues to 
nurture me.

I hope Dunayevskaya's work continues to be 
available for younger generations of activists who 
have inherited, from our discoveries and failures, 
the struggle for a better world. 

Now, more than ever, we need that world.
In gratitude,

Margaret Randall

to help in the development of institutions basic to the 
survival of any nation. In 1825, the 21st anniversary 
of the revolution, Haiti was in the throes of economic 
bankruptcy, and called a summit to which the French 
government was invited. The French officials agreed 
to recognize the country as a sovereign nation at the 
expense of Haiti paying compensation and reparations. 
The economically depressed nation succumbed, agreeing 
to pay sums amounting to 150 million gold francs. This 
most vicious exploitation mercilessly bled Haiti until 
its last installment in 1947. France was beaten by Haiti 
on the battlefield and now 
felt redeemed for beating 
Haiti economically. At the 
2001 UN Conference on Race 
in Durban, South Africa, 
the French government 
was strongly urged to repay 
the 150 million francs, 
approximately 21 billion 
U.S. dollars.

AS DISASTROUS AS THE EARTHQUAKE 
was, it pales in comparison to the hateful, spiteful 
destruction committed by powerful nations, hell-bent 
on revenge. Their greed and lack of humanitarianism 
reduced Haiti to the most impoverished state in the 
entire Caribbean. Haiti's infrastructure, or lack of, 
contributed mightily to the crumbling of institutions 
physically and culturally. This would lead to a discussion 
on the role of political leaders in the nation of Haiti and 
again the U.S.'s role in controlling the political stage 
and selecting the stooges to play the leading roles.

In another category is the history of the eradication 
of the Haitian Creole pig population as a classic parable 
of globalization. Well adapted to Haiti's climate, the pigs 
were at the heart of the peasant economy and played a 
key role in maintaining the fertility of the soil conditions. 
They were scavengers and could survive for three days 
without food. About 80% of rural households raised pigs, 
called "the peasant's savings bank"; traditionally a pig 
was sold to pay for emergencies and special occasions 
(funerals, marriages, illnesses) and to pay for the 
children's school fees and books. In 1982, international 
agencies assured Haiti's peasants their pigs were sick 
and had to be killed (so that the illness would not 
spread to the countries in the north). All the Creole pigs 
were killed over a period of 13 months. The peasants 
were promised that their pigs would be replaced with 
a superior breed of pigs. Two years later the new pigs 
came from Iowa. They required clean drinking water, 
imported feed and the meat did not taste as good. 

The new "superior breed" of pigs were a complete 
failure. It was a devastating decapitalization of the 
peasant economy. The Haitian peasantry has never 
recovered. My presentation demonstrates the method of 
discussion from an historical, humanistic point of view 
and its interconnectedness to world events. (The story 
on the Creole pigs came from Eyes of the Heart by Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, pages 13-15.)

I WOULD BE REMISS as a Black feminist if I 
neglected to include Raya's influence in my thought 
concerning the theoretical aspects of women and 
revolution. I have taught the role of African and African-
American women in their freedom struggles and I have 
taught about the resistance and revolt of white working-
class women. Raya Dunayevskaya introduced me to the 
concept of women as "reason and revolutionary force." 
In my teaching of women in revolutionary movements, 
I make it clear to my students that the actions of 
women in liberation struggles derive from their desire 
for a change, and to establish goals to be attained 
through their struggles. They look forward to the new 
beginnings to be gained through their struggles.

As the founder of SISA (Sisterhood in Support 
of Sisters in South Africa), I worked closely with two 
women's self-help groups, the Zamani Soweto Sisters and 
the Maggie Magaba Trust. These groups, led by Ellen 
Kuzwayo, known as the unofficial mayor of Soweto, were 
outstanding examples of women as reason and force. 
Their work was concerned with developing skills to be 
utilized in a new South Africa while simultaneously 
resisting the sordid practice of apartheid.

During one of my visits to Johannesburg, Winnie 
Mandela explained that those active in the liberation 
struggles expected certain changes to occur. She spoke 
about the struggle for freedom being inseparable from 
the struggle for total human liberation; rebellions and 
revolts would continue unless there are visible changes 
in the lives of the oppressed. Ellen Kuzwayo and 
Winnie Mandela represent women as reason and force. 
I would also include their foremothers, Sojourner Truth 
and Harriet Tubman, and non-Black women the likes 
of Mother Jones, Annie Stein, Rosa Luxemburg , Emma 
Goldman and the Native American, Anna Mae Aquash.

In conclusion I extend my praises and deep 
appreciation of Raya Dunayevskaya for her valuable, 
thought-provoking, stimulating, analytical treatises 
couched in the beliefs of Marxist-Humanism. They 
have served me exceptionally well during my days in 
academia and they continue to serve me well in my 
everyday living.

by Gloria I. Joseph
While perusing writings by Raya Dunayevskaya, 

I came across the following comment on her book, 
Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution:

"Raya's writings are phenomenal yet so clear 
and logical. Phenomenal in the sense that race, class 
and gender are a given in her conceptual analysis of 
events. Simultaneously she shows the connectedness, 
the relationship of these events on a worldwide basis. 
Her writings are so lucid that old and new feminists 
can readily grasp the historical complexities of women's 
liberation and revolution.…All races, all classes and 
genders will profit immensely from reading her works." 

At the conclusion of reading the comments, I realized 
that those were my words written in 1985—and 25 years 
later, I find that comment as true today as it was then, 
and it will serve as a springboard for this article.

During my 20-plus years of college-level teaching, 
the effectiveness of my teaching can be in large part 
credited to usage of the perspicacious work/writings of 
Raya Dunayevskaya. A fundamental part of my teaching 
was utilization of the importance of the intermingling 
of disciplines, inspired by Raya Dunayevskaya.

Incidentally, the business of separating disciplines 
in academia is so retrograde that at times I think it 
is a conspiracy. How can you teach a discipline in 
strict isolation, without the incorporation of other 
disciplines? For example, in the classroom when you 
teach psychology you must incorporate sociology, 
geography, science, history, and you have to include 
race, class and sex for it to be wholesome and truly 
relevant. Moreover, it should be connected or related to 
events that are occurring throughout the world. These 
principles, learned from Raya Dunayevskaya, I utilized 
in my teaching, and they have served my students to an 
incredible degree in their ability to think analytically, 
critically, historically and in a global context.

THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT since all 
present-day and historical events have a theoretical 
side that must be examined for its political intent and, 
under capitalism, for its exploitative dimensions.

Students must be made aware of this. When a 
situation, or a decision made by the government, 
organizations or corporations, made no sense in terms 
of benefiting humanity, I would advise my students to, 
"think profit, think money-making, think about who is 
benefiting from such a decision or program. And who 
is being victimized." Invariably after such probing, 
answers would reveal and enlighten the students to the 
practice of exploitation, oppression and profit greed. 
In addition the class nature of the situation would 
come to light. And the dialectic—always, the use of the 
dialectic—in problem-solving.

My understanding of Dunayevskaya's political and 
philosophical explanations and interpretation of essays 
and philosophical discourses of other theorists and 
historians—the way in which she clarified and deeply 
analyzed events—helped me to shape and formulate my 
teaching strategies. I was recognized as a master teacher 
as I probed the minds of my students, encouraging and 
supporting their efforts as they searched for ideological, 
theoretical chicanery, obfuscations in the literature and 
materials presented to them.

At this point I want to say that I am not a Marxist 
scholar and certainly do not want to give the impression 
that I am well-versed in the exceptional brilliance of 
Raya's writings, her explanations, her interpretations, 
and her amazing ability to probe the meanings of the 
works of contemporary and late intellectuals. But 
what is so gratifying is, as I said previously, her ability 
to present her work in a manner that is useful and 
applicable to everyday worldly situations.

I HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT the lessons I've learned 
from Raya. Let me present an example of my conceptual 
explanation of a recent horrific event—the earthquake 
in Haiti, based on the inculcation of her work. I would 
initially place it in its historical sense by discussing 
slavery as an economic category. In doing so I would 
speak of Black masses as vanguard and here I quote from 
her American Civilization on Trial, "Black masses have 
continuously exposed the hollowness of the pompous, 
abstract proclamations of democratic ideals as they 
fought for genuine democracy and freedom in the face 
of actual oppression in the form of slavery and racism."

From this standpoint I would embark on a discourse 
on the systematic destruction of Haiti and how two 
powerful nations, France and America, betrayed Haiti's 
dream of freedom. In detail I would explain how the 
Haitians fought for their freedom and won.

I would include the following brief telling of Haiti's 
democratic intentions to demonstrate their humanistic 
grounding and the callous nature of her enemies:

In their 1805 Independence Constitution it was 
stated that any person of African descent who arrived 
on its shores would be declared free, and a citizen of 
the republic. For the first time since the beginning of 
slavery, Blacks were the subjects of mass freedom and 
citizenship in a nation. The English, Dutch, Portuguese, 
Spanish, Americans collaborated in denying Haiti 
access to world trade or financial aid and did nothing 

Race, class, gender and revolution

What revolutionary feminist theo-
rists/activists have to say about 

Raya Dunayevskaya: 
Adrienne Rich: Dunayevskaya’s work “is 

an explication of the fullness of Marx’s thought 
as she came to live it, in living through the lib-
eration movements of her own era.”

Margaret Randall: “Dunayevskaya her-
self provides an excellent point of departure for 
those of us who seek answers in the multiple 
intersections of class, race, 
gender, and sex-
ual orientation. 
She warns that 
‘the greatest 
contradiction 
in all these 
crosscur-
rents stems 
from the very 
depth of the 
economic-
political-
social cri-
ses, which 
produce 
a great 
desire 
for short-
cuts to freedom....’”

Gloria I. Joseph: “Raya’s writings are 
phenomenal yet so clear and logical. Phe-
nomenal in the sense that race, class and 
gender are a given in her conceptual analysis 
of events.”

Meridel LeSueur: “Your book [Rosa Lux-
emburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution] illuminates this in-
ternational consciousness and especially the 
women like my mother and Kate Richards 
O’Hare and Mother Jones and Elizabeth Fly-
nn....Your contributions are so great, illuminat-
ing this memory comes up green like corn 
found in caves for a thousand years, moisture 
and heat and they make cob again. This con-
cept of revolution springing green and per-
petual from the proletariat is now becoming 
a reality.”

To order, see literature listing, page 7
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Globalization will continue and 
proceed to do its worst until workers, 
women, Blacks, Latinos and Indigenous 
peoples organize globally. Only a global 
resistance movement can check global 
capitalism, but this need not mean a 
monolithic, centralized organization. 
Instead think of mosquitoes. A bite 
here, another there, keeping the ruling 
class off balance, and being creative in 
the process; not worrying about taking 
power, but creating power from below 
in different contexts. Today it may be 
the battleground of the university, 
tomorrow a community of homeless who 
want to take over land that is not being 
used so that they can build their houses. 

Teofilo
Puerto Rico

***
The reality is that totalitarian 

state capitalism has spread throughout 
the advanced capitalist societies. 
The overwhelming material and 
psychological power of these states, and 
their control of the mass psychology 
by 24/7 media brainwashing, makes it 
extremely difficult to mount any kind of 
effective opposition.

The answer to this, as Trotsky 
suggested in 1939 in commenting on a 
similar situation, is a basic program of 
defending the wage slaves (that includes 
almost all of us) in all possible ways both 
within the electoral and judicial system, 
and by mass pressure outside the system 
directly against the state. No defeatism. 
Let us fight however we can!  Steve

New York City
***

It is important to point out the 
danger among some sectors of the Left 
that entertain the notion, "The enemy of 
my enemy is my friend." Hence excuses 
are made for Mr. Chavez in Venezuela, 
Mr. Ahmadinejad in Iran, and even 
the "new" Taliban. Deja vu: the same 
excuses were used for Stalin, even after 
the Hitler-Stalin Pact. It is a vulgar 
anti-imperialism.           Activist and writer

Puerto Rico
***

I think it is the 30-odd years of 
retrogression this nation has suffered 
through that makes it difficult for 
the Left to grow as fast as it should. 
Unfortunately, retrogression seems to 
be what the 21st Century feels like. But 
then I just look at Iran and that fills me 
with hope.      Woman's Liberationist

Illinois
***

When you see what has happened 
with the oil spill and the failure of 
the climate summit, it brings to the 
fore what Marx said about capitalism 

destroying both the worker and the 
land. It has reached such an intensity 
that it is no longer just concentration 
and centralization of capital, but that 
capitalism is reaching its absolute limit 
in terms of its relationship to nature. 
It is beyond mere exploitation, nature 
is being completely destroyed and 
capitalism has no solution to that.

I remember Raya Dunayevskaya 
writing about this, when there was great 
concern about the nuclear power plants, 
and she said that even if capitalism 
uses sun power, 
it will destroy us. 
Climate change 
and the oil 
explosion show it.

Eugene Walker
Mexico

***
I am interested in the discussion in 

N&LC about the importance of posting 
things on the web as well as continuing 
the more traditional newspaper. It is 
not an either-or question. Putting more 
of Dunayevskaya's work on the web is 
essential. There is nothing like a printed 
paper to take to a shop or a school to 
engage in one-to-one conversation. But 
it's not exclusive to communicating via 
the web. It's important not just to look 
up further information but to respond at 
the time you're reading it.

Healthcare Worker
California

•
REMEMBERING MARY JO

This is one of two poems I wrote to 
express my feeling at the loss of Mary 
Jo:

Intellect and Heart
Mary Jo; you had intellect!/ Mary 

Jo; you had heart!/ Mary Jo; those who 
knew you, are glad we did!/ Mary Jo; 
now that you are gone/ may we never 
forget you.

George Wilfrid Smith, Jr.
Chicago

•
YOUTH AS FORCE AND REASON

At the U.S. Social Forum in Detroit I 
went to the last hour of the workshop on 
"Marx vs. Keynes: What is a way out of 
today's economic crisis? Is it possible to 
break with capitalist value production?" 
My 101 knowledge of "inelasticity 
relative to forces of production and forces 
of exchange" left me thinking "what am 
I doing here?" But the room was filled to 
overflowing, with most of the audience 
young and alert and participating in the 

workshop. At a couple of the rallies the 
young marchers were eagerly tending 
to their banners and stick-signs and it 
would have caught people's attention 
on TV, but I never saw it on any news 
programs I watched. When these youth 
get back home maybe they will have a 
better understanding of media news-
shaping and opinion-making: you see 
only what major news sources want you 
to see and hear!      Ray Robeson

Detroit
***

I am struck, in going to events like 
the Left Forum in New York and the 
May Day Conference here in Chicago, 
how grey the crowd is, myself included. 
There are some youth there, but what 
is lacking are people in the middle. We 
have the baby boomers who got active 
in the 1960s and then some youth who 
are active now. I worry that the youth 
lack our staying power. I know many 
who, because they don't think we will 
have a revolution in their lifetime, don't 
want to spend their lives in the freedom 
movement. It shows an appalling non-
understanding of history.            Feminist

Chicago

•
WHAT NEEDS FIXING IN U.S.
There is something terribly wrong 

with this country when so many school 
districts are forced to make draconian 
cuts, such as total elimination of music 
programs and school bus service, 
forcing kids to walk to school, while 
we hear of investment bankers flying 
to Washington on private jets, asking 
for a handout of a trillion or so. There's 
something even worse going on when 
media attention to the outrage in 
response to this injustice is given only to 
the Teabaggers. A well-liked neoliberal 
President who chides "low-performance 
teachers," supports mass firings, while 
handing out that trillion to bankers, 
doesn't help matters.   Thom

California
***

I was recently back home to 
Mississippi, to where the floods, and 
now the oil spill, are devastating 
people's lives. My relatives, and all the 
people, are facing really hard times. The 
government is saying they can't rebuild 
where the floods came. And if they do, 
they won't get any government support, 
and no insurance against floods. But 
what are people to do? Who is going to 
help them to have a decent life? The 
government is doing very little, and the 
people need to protest and demonstrate 
if something is going to get done.

Georgiana Stewart
Los Angeles

•
ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS
I'm concerned that Israel is the 

country that is always protested against 
with such passion. I know Israel is 
hostile towards Palestinians. I also 
know that Egypt is building a wall to 
keep Palestinians out, but you don't 
hear about that. You don't hear about 
Jordan treating Palestinians as second-
class people, or see protest over the 
treatment of the Kurdish population 
in Turkey. We need to protest any anti-
humane practices regardless of where 
they happen, whether in Iran, Israel 
or the U.S. My issue is with the focus 
and fervor against Israel. I feel an anti-
Jewish element is the main reason for 
the focus and not that Israel is the only 
country that is guilty of mistreating 
citizens, residents or visitors within its 
borders. Look at the anti-immigration 
law in Arizona, for example.     Sue

Chicago

•

FROM A YOUNG HONDURAN 
WOMAN ACTIVIST

I live in the countryside, 20 
kilometers from a small town where 
there is internet, and only three 
businesses. I work on human rights for 
a church organization. 

"Conflict resolution processes 
and peace building" are a palliative, 
bringing even more disadvantages to 
those already deprived, and giving more 
advantage to the already privileged. 
Things are even more serious when the 
imperialists, together with the corrupt 
and rich, talk about social justice, 
equity. "Christian Humanism" is the 
discourse that Lobo, the "President" of 
Honduras, uses. The politicians, the 
entrepreneurs, the churches are uniting 
as the hegemonic power of the country. 
The most dangerous thing is that they 
are cunning, proclaiming consultation 
processes from below. 

But what about the people living in 
poverty? It is one thing to have an idea 
of reality, and another to be living it ev-
ery day. We have to perform miracles 
in order to survive. But there are signs 
that motivate us to continue working for 
utopia. Our work is very valuable. It is 
that which gives us dignity. Laura

Honduras

•
PLAYING WITH WORKERS' LIVES

The unconscionable playing of 
politics by Republicans and Democrats 
over unemployment compensation, 
which they failed to extend before 
Congress' summer break, will throw 
millions of workers and their families 
into desperation, frustration and 
anger. Unemployment compensation 
does provide subsistence, even if at the 
poverty level, and even this will be gone 
due to the failure of Congress to extend 
benefits. This is certain to have huge 
consequences, and not only at the ballot 
box. Revolutionary rumblings that have 
emerged as the economic crisis has 
continued, and now deepens drastically 
for the unemployed, can very easily 
move from the wings of society to center 
stage.                       Retiree

Michigan
***

A concerted drive is underway 
in Michigan to unionize non-tenured 
faculty members in colleges and 
universities. Success has already been 
achieved at Ferris State College, where 
a unionization vote was approved by 
an overwhelming number. An intense 
drive is underway at Central Michigan 
University, as well as at other schools. 
Non-tenured faculty members, 
who teach about half the incoming 
students, have no protection against 
administrators who can fire them for any 
reason, leaving their futures uncertain, 
since their contracts are negotiated each 
year.                        Observer

Detroit

•
STOP STONING

July 11 was the International Day 
against Stoning—a day we would do well 
to mark especially given that Sakine Mo-
hammadi Ashtiani faces death by ston-
ing for adultery (see article, page 2). With 
daily reports of such brutality, some will 
still not stop asserting that Sharia law 
is misunderstood. A new report, "Sharia 
Law in Britain: A Threat to One Law for 
All and Equal Rights," reveals the shock-
ing effects of Sharia law on women and 
children in particular. For further infor-
mation contact:        

Maryam Namazie, One Law for All
BM Box 2387, London WC1N 3XX, UK

onelawforall@gmail.com
www.onelawforall.org.uk

READERS'VIEWS

REMEMBERING HIROSHIMA, AUGUST 6, 1945

ON THE 2010-2011 MARXIST-HUMANIST PERSPECTIVES

At the Hiroshima memorial service 
I attended in August 1983, I could not 
understand fully the countless speakers 
of Japanese. But the atmosphere was 
solemn 30-plus years after the atomic 
bomb. It was an annual memorial. My 
mind's eye surveyed the entire city in 
ruins and flattened. Descriptions of 
the destruction were numerous but the 
full impact of the human 
pain did not hit me until I 
read Charles Pellegrino's 
book, Last Train from 
Hiroshima, where a 
survivor of both the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
blasts became the central 
figure.

P e l l e g r i n o ' s 
descriptions were lucid 
to the point of being felt 
almost viscerally. He writes from a 
scientific point of view in describing 
people who disintegrated in mini-
seconds at ground zero. A little farther 
away from the blast were those burned 
so as to make their blackened skin 
hang from their bodies: "The flash burn 
victims did not seem human. There was 
no face, only a swollen mass of charcoal 
above its shoulders that displayed an 
alligator-skin pattern."

Pellegrino writes that there were 
lines of these burned people going to the 

hills to escape the ravages of the city, 
only to be rained upon by the deadly 
black rain that sickened them for life, 
and promised an early death. It was 
almost a blessing to have been at ground 
zero and to have perished instantly. Mr. 
Pellegrino draws these and many other 
pictures that grip the emotions and 
make one wonder, Why? Why? Why?

Surnames of survivors 
and witnesses Pellegrino 
interviewed were names 
that kept panning through 
my mind as I read. The 
faces of people within 
my tight little California 
community kept coming 
back to me. It was difficult 
reading this book about my 
neighbors with the same 
surnames. I couldn't put 

Last Train from Hiroshima down. It was 
absorbing, compelling and emotional to 
the point of welling up tears.

At the end of the service I 
attended, I had a chance to view the 
children's sumi-e (ink paintings) at the 
Hiroshima museum. Children have a 
way of bringing out the direct truth in 
situations and events. The paintings 
shouted out to the world, "Don't let this 
happen again!"

Nobu
Los Angeles Cal.
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RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA'S LEGACY
In the article on "Marxist-

Humanism's Original Contribution: the 
Absolute Idea as New Beginning" (May-
June N&L), Raya Dunayevskaya writes, 
"It is not enough to say, 'We agree 
with you on the question of welfare or 
whatever.' The question of welfare or 
whatever becomes a way not only of you 
learning something from them, but of 
them having an awful lot to learn from 
you, because they get an entirely new 
interpretation of the problem that had 
been bothering them."

I've yet to arrive to the point where 
I can have the above admonishment 
from the founder of the philosophy of 
Marxist-Humanism. Nonetheless, I 
think it reflects a self-evident truth. 
The immediate need for an active 
engagement with the philosophy of 
Marxist-Humanism isn't rooted just in 
subjectivism on my part. My position is a 
result of having an objective experience 
with Marxist-Humanism.

One cannot be dismissive of the 
subjective experience, because there is a 
way that it is transformed in an objective 
relational experience. As Dunayevskaya 
stated in another writing: even 
bourgeois economists admit that Marx's 
abstractions are grounded in historical 
reality. When one is able to grasp the 
content of Marx's abstractions and see 
that content materialized in the real 
world, the subject becomes objective. It 
is a new development of cognition.

Faruq
Pelican Bay, Calif.

***
I started attending N&LC meetings 

in the late 1990s and continued on and 
off for ten years. I have read almost all of 
Dunayevskaya that has been published, 
but I always see new things when I 
reread her.

Supporter
New York

•

FLOW OF IDEAS AT SOCIAL FORUM
At the U.S. Social Forum I was 

struck with how many anarchists were 
there. Of course not all anarchists have 
the same ideas, but I felt that with 
many, both their anti-capitalism and 
their humanism would be stronger if 
it were rooted in Marx's dialectical 
humanistic analysis of capitalism. If we 
avoid developing human power, there 
will be many 
a l t e r n a t i ve s , 
ready to assume 
a n t i - h u m a n 
power, perhaps 
with outcomes 
worse than we 
now experience.

At its best, 
a n a r c h i s m 
e m p h a s i z e s 
the self-development of the individual 
human being. But it does not address 
the need for humans to organize, to 
cooperate, to function as what Marx 
called "species-beings." 

Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
One of the best things about the U.S. 

Social Forum in Detroit was that it was 
a place for many activists to meet each 
other and exchange ideas. That spirit 
must continue. The continuation will 
take many forms. For example, there 
will be a Southern Human Rights Orga-
nizers' Conference (SHROC VII) held in 
Birmingham, Ala., on Dec. 10-12, 2010. 
For more information, see www.shroc.
org        Ron

West Coast

•
ISSUES OF LIBERATION FOR WOM-

EN AND THE LGBT COMMUNITY
Right-thinking women are deeply 

engaged against anti-abortion fanatics 
outside or inside government in the 
form of Obama's executive order—the 
outlawing of any funding for abortions 
in the recent so-called healthcare 
legislation. Terry Moon's "Billboards 
vs. Reproductive Justice" (N&L, March-
April 2010) clearly highlights the fact 
as to why we should recognize women 

as reason. Billboards depicting New 
Afrikan children as an endangered 
species, allegedly due to a higher rate 
of abortions by New Afrikan women, is 
a complete and utter distortion of the 
historical reality. The fact is that New 
Afrikans are endangered by the despotic 
plan of capital that today has New 
Afrikan unemployment at 19%, which is 
an attack on the nuclear family. Thus, 
parents lack a viable source of income 
and that is why increasing numbers of 
children in the U.S. are endangered.

Prisoner
Texas

***
I have been at a loss as to where I 

belong for what seems a lifetime. What 
made matters difficult in Kindergarten 
was that during the year, I began to 
have warm feelings for both of my gender 
classmates. The questioning of why 
me, has followed me through endless 
moments of terror.

I have lived with self-hatred, 
because I was not completely socially 
accepted. And I lived a double life with 
addictions to find a cure for both my 
opposite and same-gender attractions. 
After 17 years of sobriety, I found there 
is no cure like born truth.

What I found to be more interesting 
than myself is simple. In Genesis 1:27, 
"So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them." I am 
now more than ever aware that Sacred 
is genderless. We all sit at the same 
table. We all sit at one "fluid, spiritual" 
table. However, what separate us are 
our internal phobias. To live in my own 
shoes happens to be a miracle within 
itself.
Br. Michael C. Oboza, Eastern Rite monastic

Chicago
***

The Manhattan Declaration 
drafted on Nov. 20, 2009, was signed 
by Orthodox, Roman Catholic and 
evangelical Protestant leaders who have 
been outspoken in their opposition to gay 
rights, same-sex marriage, and abortion 
rights for women. It is dangerous because 
it attempts to legitimize and enshrine 
bigotry and needs to be vigorously 
confronted and refuted. What is needed 
is a reaffirmation of the separation of 

church and state and a reclaiming of the 
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.

We ask those who want to advance 
equality and justice for all to go to http://
stopmanhattanhate.org/signup.html 
and add your signature to our statement.

Gay Liberation Network
Chicago

•
VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT

Yours is a great newspaper! I share 
it with the 80 other prisoners in my 
housing unit after I have read it. It is 
refreshing to read something that is not 
controlled by the interests of the mass 
media.

Prisoner
Ontario, Oregon

***
You are truly a voice for the 

oppressed by printing their voices. But 
philosophically, I have a problem in that 
I do not disagree with anything I've read 
in N&L, but I don't understand a lot of it, 
either. I have never studied Hegel, Marx 
or Lenin and 
have no access 
to any library or 
internet source, 
so I remain 
ignorant of all 
the basics I 
need to know. In 
the March-April 
issue Ruben Dri 
states: "…for the 
comprehension 
of the dialectic, what is absolutely 
necessary is the journey through Hegel."

Just this last year I have come 
to understand what is meant by the 
phrase "alienation of labor" but I have a 
long way to go to understand all I need 
to know. You are all I have to enlighten 
myself. Thank you for all you do.

Prisoner
Texas

***
Editor's note: Can you contribute 

the cost of a subscription ($5 for one 
year) for prisoners who cannot pay for 
one themselves? Or send $25 for five 
subs, and receive a free copy of Voices 
from Within the Prison Walls.

Books
by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

q Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao           30th Anniversary edition, 2003................$24.95 

q Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today
2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel....................................$24.95

q Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 
of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich....................................................................$24.95

q Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach-
ing for the Future ................................................................$14.95

q The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 
Hegel and Marx ...................................................................$24.95

q The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 
Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya..........................................$8.50

q The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 
Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy of June 1, 1987" and 1953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes"

 .........................................................$3 paperback, $10 hardcover

by CHARLES DENBY
q Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya...........................$14.95

En Español
por RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

q Marxismo y libertad...................................................................$10 

q Filosofía y revolución: De Hegel a Sartre y de Marx a Mao...$10

q Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberación femenina, y la filosofía marx-
ista de revolución.....................................................................$10

q La liberación femenina y la dialéctica de la revolución: tratan-
do de alcanzar el futuro............................................................$10

q El Poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la dialéctica en 
Hegel y Marx .............................................................................$10

q Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya ......................................$2

Pamphlets
q Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 

(Expanded edition)........................................................................$5

q Kosova: Writings from News & Letters, 1998-1999..............$3.50

q  American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard. 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition

q Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan
                     Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage.

q Explorations in Dialectical and Critical Theory 
From Hegel to Derrida and from Marx to Meszaros......................$5

q Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis
Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff.......................$4

q Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 
World War II
by Raya Dunayevskaya................................................................$4

q Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions
by Raya Dunayevskaya.................................................................$4

q Voices from within the Prison Walls 
by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga-
nizing from within. .........................................................................$8 
For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner...............................$16

q Working Women for Freedom 
by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Holmes...................$5

q The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S.
by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya....................................$5

q On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S.
by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer..............................................$5

q News and Letters Committees Constitution............44 c postage
q Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees............................61 c postage

 Archives
q Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs-

kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 
World Development
Full description of 15,000-page microfilm collection................$4.50

q The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—Marxist-Humanism: A 
Half Century of Its World Development
A 15,000-page microfilm collection on 8 reels available from 
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI 48202...............................$165

 Newspaper
q News & Letters subscription

Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 
a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.).........$5/year

q Bound Volumes of News & Letters
1970-77, 1977-84, 1984-87, 1987-94, 1994-99.................$30 each
N&L is also available on microfilm. 

Mail orders to:
News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, Suite 230, Chicago, IL 60604, 
Phone (312) 431-8242

Enclosed find $___________for the literature checked. 
Please add $2 postage for each pamphlet, $4 postage for books. 
Illinois residents add 7% sales tax.

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________

City____________________________ State_____ Zip_________

Email Address ________________________________________ 
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Clarence Darrow once said, I don't believe in God 
because I don't believe in Mother Goose. For my part, 
I don't believe in justice because I don't believe in God. 
Based on what religion has wrought, I'm sure we would 
all have been better off believing in Mother Goose than 
either God or justice. Especially as justice, like God, is 
little more than a household pet of the State and the 
court its church. 

As Raoul Vaneigem spelled out years ago: "Jus-
tice, dignity, nobility, freedom...these words that yap 
and howl, are they anything other than household pets 
whose masters have calmly awaited their homecom-
ing since the time when heroic lackeys won the right 
to walk them on the streets? To use them is to forget 
that they are the ballast that enables power to rise out 
of reach."

Once in the grasp of justice, I can assure you the 
howling never ceases, echoing through the courts and 
prisons of the predator state of America.

The way people misinterpret the meaning of jus-
tice, you would think it was a well-kept secret that its 
root word, the Latin jus, means sacred formula or re-
ligious ritual. It is no accident the courthouse for the 
U.S. Supreme Court looks like a Roman temple, and 
the quasi-religious ritual that is justice has nothing to 
do with fairness in determining right from wrong. It 
is simply a formula to punish and impress people with 
the power of the state, replete with all the trappings 
of state power, including the black robes of medieval 
priests and a quarter of a million plus volumes of law!

Who really knows what's in all those volumes? Yet, 
many people go to court relying on this law to obtain 
justice, which they mistakenly assume to be the pro-
verbial American "fair shake," only to be confounded by 
justice's founding principle as expressed in the Spanish 
colonial aphorism "the law is to be obeyed not followed." 
All the law will ever give you is justice, and justice is 
exactly what you should never want. Audre Lorde had 
a point when she stated, "The master's tools will never 
dismantle the master's house. They may allow us tem-
porarily to beat him at his own game, but they will nev-
er enable us to bring about genuine change."

A court today is little better than a Klan meeting 
except the robes are not white and there are no burning 
crosses. There is, however, a Bible you can swear on!

Another commonly held belief is that you only get 
as much justice as you can afford to buy. This is not 
true, as the goal is to buy your way out of the justice 
system, as any truly wealthy person could tell you. De-
pending on how much money has changed hands, the 
black-robed priest-executioners known as judges will 
twist the law in order to obtain the results paid for. A 
judge, Baron Parke, actually admitted as much when he 
said his greatest joy was to write "an opinion in which 
by reasoning with strict legal concepts, I arrive at a re-
sult no lay person could conceivably have anticipated." 
As in ancient Rome the wealthy and the powerful in 
the U.S., and the world, are never held accountable by 
justice. In fact, quite the opposite. Because of justice 

we have state leaders who are notoriously unpunished 
criminals, thieves, and mass murderers; and corpora-
tions that have more rights and power than citizens, 
including a global license to loot and pillage.

Yet, I continually hear the whine for justice, even 
from the pages of this paper, when justice is the last 
thing any sane person should want. I've been in prison 
the past 12 years courtesy of justice, so it's certainly 
the last thing I want. I'm certain all those persons who 
got justice and were sent to rot in prison for years, until 
finally exonerated by DNA testing, never wanted it once 
they got it. Particularly those exonerated post mortem!

So much for the myth of being innocent until prov-
en guilty! The cold hard fact of justice is that you are 
guilty upon arrest and can never be proven innocent 
at trial. The best you can hope for is a finding of "not 
guilty," and ex-prisoners quickly learn that finding is 
no proof of innocence, as the courts are quick to point 
out when they sue for wrongful imprisonment.

No person should ever want justice, any more than 
they should want to die, go to heaven and live in a city 
of gold with a bunch of winged harp-players, a la John 
Bunyan and St. John the Crazy. Roman justice was as 
U.S. justice is, a formula for ignoring its own precept, 
Patere legem quam ipse tulisti (Submit to the laws you 
have yourself made). This, my friends, is justice well 
served! None for me, thank you, but I will have a little 
of that injustice if you don't mind.

—Rand W. Gould, C-187131
Pine River Correctional Facility

320 N. Hubbard St., St. Louis, MI 48880

continued from p. 1

BLACK/REDVIEWThe 'yap and howl' of justice

Los Angeles—On June 10 and 14 there were demon-
strations outside the Criminal Court Building here of 
over 200 Black, Brown, white and Asian youth demand-
ing justice for Oscar Grant, a 22-year-old Black work-
er fatally shot in the back by a white Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) police officer as Grant lay face down at 
an Oakland train station.

The trial of BART cop Johannes Mehserle lasted 
from June 10 to July 2. On July 8 the jury, after only a 
few hours of deliberation, rendered a verdict of involun-
tary manslaughter. The minimum sentence being two 
years, Mehserle could get off with time served.

Within hours of the announcement a major inter-
section in downtown Oakland was jammed with hun-
dreds of protesters. Security personnel from a number 
of Black youth groups reminded everyone that Oakland 
is their home and that Oscar Grant would not want 
property damaged in his name. One Black man placed 
his chess set in the middle of the street and invited peo-
ple to play as a challenge to think carefully.

After dark there was some vandalism. Many wit-
nesses suspect agents provocateurs since police ignored 
the perpetrators and arrested those they believed were 
anarchists. 

—Basho and M'Oto

The 'New Jim Crow' ?
Michelle Alexander in The New Jim Crow, Mass 

Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (see N&L 
May-June, 2010), explained about how many Blacks are 
in prison, especially due to drug arrests. To me there's 
a difference with Jim Crow that started in the South, 
and was completely racist. It was when you worked 
from sunup to sundown all year around. 

Jim Crow was when they put a lock on the two-
room schoolhouse, and didn't unlock it till the cotton 
was picked. 

This new Jim Crow? No one forces people to take 
drugs; no one make you sell drugs. Alexander says 
there are a lot of African-American men who don't have 
jobs. This is true. But selling drugs is wrong. Drugs 
destroy people's lives. And in my neighborhood in south 
Los Angeles, drugs are everywhere. 

Finding jobs is a real problem. I didn't sell drugs, 
and I had to work two jobs to keep going. But today it is 
McDonald's and Jack-in-the-Box, and a lot of the young 
people don't want to work there. They end up selling 
drugs. We need better jobs. We need B.F. Goodrich, as 
when they used to produce tires on Central Ave. and 
Florence. Or when Bethlehem Steel used to be on Slau-
son Ave. Bring back those jobs and get rid of drugs. The 
young won't go for drugs if they could make a decent 
living. I know capitalism won't bring those jobs back. 
They sent them overseas. And they aren't paying those 
workers overseas enough. So how can we stop this?

A lot of times drug enforcement takes the money 
and drugs, but leaves the drug seller on the corner. One 
day I asked my neighbor: "Why do you call the police. 
All they do is take the money and drugs and tell the 
seller to get off the corner. Then the police get in their 
car and laugh." It seems there is too much money in 
it for the police to stop them from selling drugs. I am 
wondering whether it is even higher up, like when Ollie 
North used drug money to fund the Contras?                                            

—Georgiana Stewart
South Central, LA

It's outragous that some members of the anti-death 
penalty movement are willing to sacrifice Mumia Abu-
Jamal so that the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) will 
join the movement!

At the 2010 Fourth World Congress Against the 
Death Penalty in Switzerland, members of the U.S. 
Steering Committee of the World Coalition Against 
the Death Penalty signed a secret memo to pressure 
the French organizers of the World Congress to confine 
Abu-Jamal's supporters and attorneys to attendance 
only, precluding them as speakers. "Involvement of Mu-
mia Abu-Jamal endangers the U.S. coalition for aboli-
tion of the death penalty" the memo asserted. This was 
an attempt to gain the support of the far-right and pro-
death penalty—especially Mumia's death—FOP. The 

Congress would not be pressured and Abu-Jamal did 
speak via his attorney Robert R. Bryan's phone.

Some members of groups including Murder Vic-
tims' Families for Human Rights, Death Penalty Focus, 
and Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty are 
signers of the memo. Yet, several "signers" didn't know 
they had signed until the scenario was brought to light. 

Most anti-death penalty groups, including those 
mentioned above, and the majority of their members 
support Mumia and denounce the memo.

Mumia Abu-Jamal's case embodies so much of 
what is wrong in the U.S.'s so-called justice system. 
If Mumia really does get justice, what a turnaround it 
could be for the justice system! 

     —Kaitlin, Chicago

Mumia Abu-Jamal betrayed with secret memo 

still be given a voice to express an opinion, an idea, 
a belief, and for that thought to be taken seriously. 
There is a joy that a Black man of a certain age can 
still learn so much more about the world around him, 
especially those issues that might have been outside 
of his comfort zone, all through the pages of N&L. It 
is a special thing to be able to contribute to the uni-
versality of human thought through the expression 
of views that are published in an honest and diverse 
forum.

As a journalist and former editor, there were 
times when I might not agree with a particular edito-
rial slant. I have always been impressed that N&L—
especially now—welcomes those opposing views.
FREEDOM IN THEORY AND IN PRACTICE

Not everyone will understand the difference be-
tween Hegelian thought and the thoughts of others. 
I know that I certainly don't. But, I do understand 
freedom, fairness, and justice. I do understand that 
all peoples have an inherent right to be free from 
abuses while corporations glean billions of blood dol-
lars from those who must suffer. I do understand 
that the extirpation of rights without viable due pro-
cess of law is immoral, and unjust. I do understand 
that women have a right to govern their own bodies.

I do understand that the fundamental principles 
of freedom give the right to all peoples to choose their 
own lifestyles and to live freely and happily as long 
as it is just. I served as a soldier during the Vietnam 
Era to ensure that such Constitutional rights would 
not be tainted. I believe that still, perhaps even more 
through my years of association with NLC, and the 
outstanding women and men who form its cadre, and 
I would defend anyone who would be abused.

To me, Marxist-Humanism is about that defense, 
about that justice, about that pursuit and protection 
of rights and freedoms, and understanding the needs 
of the GLBT community, women, and people of color 
not only in this country, but around the world. The 
mandate of who we are states rather elegantly, "We 
participate in all class and freedom struggles, na-
tionally and internationally… We do not separate 
mass activities from the activity of thinking." 

It is this revolution in permanence that I lend 
my hand, mind, spirit… This is something one gains 
when one reads N&L or speaks to a comrade. We 
must be able to accept and absorb both support and 
criticism with equal aplomb.
THE FUTURE REVOLUTIONS

Most of all, we must remember that though we 
walk in the shadows of those before us, Raya, Charles, 
Felix and so many others who created templates for 
us to follow, that must be living and breathing ave-
nues to create change for our time, and for the revolu-
tion's future that is now entrusted to us as comrades, 
friends, and the extended family of NLC.

Raya's legacy extends far beyond the walls of 
the room where you now meet. It extends to pris-
ons in Wisconsin, Texas and California; it extends 
to the factories of Egypt and Vietnam; to the streets 
and villages of Kosova and Palestine; to the minds, 
hearts and souls of women around the world. Some of 
us are better at explaining the theory, others are bet-
ter at organizing, and still others are better on the 
front lines of the struggle, storming the ramparts as 
Terry once shared with me, per a thought of Raya's.

The bottom line is that we are all integral parts 
of the struggle for freedom around the world and each 
of us has a place in that struggle under the umbrella 
of NLC. It never occurred to me 13 or 14 years ago 
that I would be explaining the difference between 
communism and Marxism to a Ph.D. from Pitt, or ex-
plaining Marxist-Humanist thought to a young Mus-
lim from the inner city, but that is a privilege which 
my association with NLC has helped perpetuate. 

Though I never met Raya when she was alive, I 
certainly have a better understanding of the world in 
which I live because of my association with NLC, and 
many of you within this room today.

—Robert Taliaferro
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I N T E R N E T

U.S.'s endless Afghan war
The war in Afghanistan will soon drag on into its 

tenth year, even as disgust with the war's conduct has 
widened—yet Afghanistan is not at the center of public 
debate. The drama that ended with President Obama 
accepting the resignation of Gen. Stanley McChrystal 
as commander of U.S. and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan and replacing 
him with Gen. David Petraeus did 
more to put media focus back on 
the war than the sharp escalation 
of troops and the rising death toll, 
among Afghans and invaders alike. 

McChrystal's previous leaks 
to influence political decisions, and 
his infamous cover-up of the 2004 
killing by friendly fire of ex-football 
player Pat Tillman, had not de-
railed his command of the Afghani-
stan "mission." But remarks that 
he had approved and that appeared 
in Rolling Stone magazine under-
cutting civilian authority, forced 
his resignation.
OBAMA'S COMMITMENT TO ESCALATION 

Candidate Obama in 2008 accepted anti-war 
support even as he kept cover on the Right by calling 
Afghanistan the "good war" compared to George W. 
Bush's invasion of Iraq. Ending the war was never on 
the table for him. Unlike what President Reagan did 
after suicide bombers killed more than 200 Marines in 
their Lebanon barracks in 1983, Obama was not going 
to "cut and run."

Obama instead has committed, not just to continu-
ing Bush's war, but to its escalation—to almost 100,000 
troops in Afghanistan by year's end. He has also con-
tinued Bush's private armies, as contractors supplied 
by companies like Blackwater still outnumber soldiers. 

Republican National Committee chairman Mi-
chael Steele called Afghanistan a "war of Obama's 
choosing." His remarks parallel the strategy of Repub-
lican warhawks to vote against defense appropriations, 
putting pressure on so-called anti-war Democrats to 
support Obama, like on the latest $30 billion for 33,000 
more troops ahead of midterm elections. They hope for 
a collective amnesia about Bush's invasion of Afghani-
stan in 2001. 
AFGHAN VOICES

On the eve of that invasion targeting Al Qaeda 
and its Taliban protectors, News and Letters Commit-
tees sponsored meetings in Chicago and New York for 
Tahmeena Faryal of the militantly anti-Taliban Revo-
lutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan. 
Faryal said then, "We don't think of the bombing as 
any solution. Although the U.S. government has prom-
ised that it would be very targeted, there have been 
many civilian casualties. Fundamentalism and terror-
ism can't be limited to just bin Laden in Afghanistan." 
As she foresaw, the corrupt fundamentalist warlords 
of the Northern Alliance returned to power under U.S. 
sponsorship. 

Since the U.S. targets, Al Qaeda and its Taliban 
allies, are now based in Pakistan safe havens, the U.S. 
would use Afghanistan as a staging area for cross-bor-
der attacks with the drones and surreptitious ground 
assaults that predictably kill ever more civilians. 
Hence, to justify tripling the occupation force, Obama 
claims an added counterinsurgency strategy to sepa-
rate Afghans from Taliban elements controlling local 
areas by reinforcing the local reach of the central gov-
ernment under Hamid Karzai. The kind of surge tried 
in Marjah, to little effect, is now a campaign in Kanda-

har, a city of one million. It sounds suspiciously close to 
Vietnam War-era "winning hearts and minds."

Karzai's claim to legitimacy could not come by vir-
tue of last year's election—the level of fraud was close 
to Iran's sham election. Karzai's position continues to 

derive from U.S. support, 
so as hated as Taliban 
forces are by the people 
of Kandahar, propping 
up the local units of such 
a corrupt government is 
a daunting task, no mat-
ter how many soldiers are 
thrown in.

Dissident Malalai 
Joya, in a July 2010 inter-
view, speaks for the con-
tinued opposition to U.S. 
occupation in Afghani-
stan: "In my country, they 
destroyed the Taliban—
terrorist, fascist people—

but they got into power a photocopy of the Taliban. 
When Obama took office, his first news for my people 
was more war and conflict. His foreign policy is quite 
similar to criminal Bush, worse because he sent more 
troops to Afghanistan. And now...he says we are ready 
to negotiate with moderate Talib, when we have no 
moderate Talib. They are terrorist Talib."    

Gen. McChrystal engineered his own exit strategy 
from this endless war with the public remarks that 
forced his retirement. As Dutch and Canadian troops 
withdraw in coming months, no exit strategy is clear 
for U.S. forces, even if the calendar states that with-
drawal of forces will "begin" in July 2011.
SELF-DETERMINATION THE ONLY SOLUTION

That date is so flexible, one wonders if it is more 
a bone thrown to the anti-war opposition to delay con-
frontations. Even now there is more media coverage of 
a Tea Party rally of 200 than of a march of 20,000 by 
the growing anti-war movement. All rulers fear mass 
opposition.

The end result of the Bush-Obama occupation, de-
spite its humanitarian cover, may be leaving in charge 
one coalition worse than the other. Karzai has threat-
ened to link up with Taliban elements, and the Paki-
stan spy agency ISI has promoted future coalitions 
with the Taliban they backed and still nourish. The 
aspirations of the Afghan people, the only real solution 
to the war, have been silenced too long.

Q U E E R N O T E S

Bordiga's Marxism, 
 no way to unite 

 theory and practice 
Necessity is an evil, but there is no necessity to live 

under the control of necessity. Everywhere the paths to 
freedom are open.         —Marx, Doctoral Thesis, 1841

Loren Goldner's 1991 article, "Communism Is the 
Material Human Community: Amadeo Bordiga Today" 
was recently the topic of discussion among a group of 
anarchist Marxists, looking into critical perspectives on 
post-1917 Russian society. Bordiga, one of the founders 
of the Italian Communist Party, characterized revolu-
tionary Russia from the start as a statist detour to capi-
talist development based, as Goldner puts it, on "his 
theory that capitalism equals the agrarian revolution."

This obliquely refers to Marx's view that a specifi-
cally capitalist form of commodity production is based 
on the dissolution of self-sustaining pre-capitalist 
agrarian relations, forcing peasants off the land, set-
ting them "free" from their living with no commodity 
to sell but their own labor-power. Capitalism is thus 
production by alienated labor, meaning labor becomes 
a mere means to life and a means for extracting value 
and surplus value for the capitalist.
STAGIFICATION WAS NOT MARX'S VIEW

While Goldner traces Bordiga's uniqueness among 
the spectrum of post-Marx-Marxist (Trotskyist and 
Stalinist) tendencies, the issue is Bordiga's treatment 
of Marx, especially the meaning of the "agrarian ques-
tion" in Russia. Neither Bordiga nor Goldner compre-
hends Marx's view that the communal property form, 
still existing in Russia's rural community, could be the 
basis of a new socialist beginning bypassing the tortur-
ous path of capitalism, if there was a Russian revolu-
tion complemented by revolution in the West.

The unearthing of Marx's writings on this was a 
shock to the prevailing "Marxist" view of unilinear hu-
man development through fixed stages. This simplifica-
tion came out of a narrow reading of Marx's view that 
socialism requires the development of the "forces of pro-
duction" as if that meant only technology and not the 
subjective powers of cooperative labor. Marx felt that if 
the latter prevailed, the Russian commune could appro-
priate modern production methods from solidarity with 
workers who have overthrown capitalism.

Goldner claims that "by his death, Marx had de-
cided that Russia had missed the chance" to bypass 
capitalism. This contradicts Marx's restatement in the 
1882 introduction to the second Russian edition of the 
Communist Manifesto that "the present Russian com-
mon ownership of land may serve as the starting point 
for communist development." If one fails to grapple 
with Marx's remarkable theoretical elaborations on the 
Russian Commune, it can result in Bordiga's reduction 
of theory to the inevitability, after the Russian Revo-
lution, of a statist drive to create capitalism through 
uprooting the agricultural population.
MARX'S CRITICAL MULTILINEAR VIEW

This misses Marx's multilinear view of revolution 
and human development. Even if the Russian com-
munal form didn't survive, Marx never gave up on the 
peasantry as a subject, potentially creating their own 
new spontaneous forms in what he called a "second 
edition of the peasant wars." Marx's multilinear view 
is also reflected in his investigations into the so-called 
"primitive commune" discovered by anthropologists, 
which, Marx noted, had a more advanced form of hu-
man relations than contemporary society as seen in the 
relations between women and men. In short, missing is 
Marx's humanist dialectic of uniting theory and prac-
tice through all the alienations that emerge in the ways 
human relations shape material life.

Though Goldner points to Marx's ties to Hegel, the 
active subjective side of Marx's dialectic is not reflected 
in Bordiga's theory. Bordiga's theory became a way of 
accounting for what happened, instead of seeing duali-
ties and tendencies that point to a totally different, that 
is, non-capitalist future, at each stage of development.
MARX'S DIALECTICAL NEW HUMANISM

Marx theorized from the perspective of the high-
point of each revolutionary moment as a way to think 
about the next moment, whether in his summary of the 
1848 revolutions or the 1871 Paris Commune. He knew 
that the Paris Commune was premature, only the first 
attempt at proletarian self-government and interna-
tionalism, yet it helped clarify his theory of fetishism 
that only freely associated labor can go beyond the self-
alienating way objectivity presents itself to commodity 
producers.

Marx's humanism, created out of a critical re-
creation of Hegel's dialectic in 1844, is the ground for 
his unity of theory and practice. That, rather than 
Bordiga's truncated concept of theory, speaks to today 
because Marx's humanism doesn't stop with the over-
throw of capitalism's alienated labor, but is a concept 
of permanent movement through all the ways humans 
reproduce their humanity, including farming and what 
Marx then called the most fundamental relation of all: 
the man/woman relation.    —Ron Kelch

by Elise
The International Day Against Homophobia and 

Transphobia was observed in various ways. In Beirut, 
Lebanon, a sit-in took place on Hamra Street, Al-Ma-
dina Theater. Chicago, Ill., gave a kickoff rally for the 
national Harvey Milk Week observances. In Ottawa, 
Canada's New Democrats are standing with Canadian 
Transgenders with the Siksay Private Members Bill to 
establish full human rights protections for Transgen-
der Canadians. 

***
New Orleans LGBT Transgender sex worker activ-

ist Tracy Brassfield is fighting abuse at the hands of the 
police. Transgender women and Gay and Bisexual boys 
and young men in particular are affected. Transgen-
der women report being followed, falsely arrested and 
charged under an 1805 "crimes against nature" law. 

*** 
The U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services 

has been ordered to put forth new rules allowing same-
sex partners hospital visitation rights and making it 
easier to make medical decisions on behalf of their 
partners. Hospitals participating in Medicare or Med-
icaid will have to comply with the new rules. 

EDITORIAL

Nigerian LGBT Bravery
John Ademola Adewoye is the site moderator and 

owner of the LGBT rights internet group Courage Ni-
geria, formed over a year ago in response to the extreme 
state homophobia in Nigeria. Nigerian Gays and Les-
bians can face death if charged with homosexual acts.

At the International Day Against Homophobia 
(IDAHO) rally in Chicago, part of nationwide Harvey 
Milk week observances beginning May 17, Adewoye 
said that Courage Nigeria exists as a channel of sup-
port for Nigerian and other African Gays and Lesbians. 

Adewoye spoke of the persecution of LGBT persons 
in Gambia, Senegal, and South Africa, where so-called 
corrective rapes of Lesbians have been reported. South 
Africa was the first country to declare discrimination 
based on sexual orientation unconstitutional: "To col-
laborate with other organizations worldwide working 
for the respect of the right of the LGBT persons and 
their allies." Courage Nigeria is linked with Somali Gay 
Group and NAZ Project London.

For more information about how to get involved in 
the LGBT rights struggle in Africa go to: www.courage-
nigeria.org                   —E. Barclay

A demonstration in France against the deportation of Afghan 
refugees, which participants called inhuman and absurd.
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out billions in revenue while leaving the local peoples in 
poverty and pollution. The Nigerian government, on be-
half of Shell, viciously attacked the freedom movement, 
executing Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni lead-
ers. Fishing grounds, farm fields and drinking water in 
the Delta have been poisoned by spills equivalent to an 
Exxon Valdez every year. 

• In the industrial corridor called "Cancer Alley" 
between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, predominantly 
African-American communities suffer high rates of can-
cer linked to the many oil refineries and petrochemical 
plants near them, where quite a few of them also work.

• Oil and gas development in Alaska has resulted 
in thousands of spills, smog and health problems for 
Alaska Native communities. Traditional food sources 
are threatened, according to a 2003 study by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences.

In Capital Marx summed up this aspect of develop-
ment under capitalism: "Capitalist production, there-
fore, develops technology, and the combining together 
of various processes into a social whole, only by sapping 
the original sources of all wealth—the soil and the la-
bourer."
CAPITAL'S LAWS OF DEVELOPMENT 

Central to capitalism's laws of development is an 
absolute drive for never-ending growth and accumula-
tion of capital, meaning ever-greater domination and 
oppression of the worker in production together with 
growing unemployment, as well as ever-greater pillag-
ing of the earth and burdens on its ecological systems. 

How incredibly inhuman this development is, was 
shown in the reactions to the oil rig disaster by the 
ruling class, its corporations, its political parties and 
its media. The 11 workers who died were quickly 
overshadowed by the concern that this disaster 
not derail the expansion of offshore drilling. 

Republicans howled that this should not be the ex-
cuse for one step back from "Drill, baby, drill!" while 
the Obama administration called for a moratorium to 
deflect pressure to cancel the drilling expansion, but 
initially kept granting offshore drilling permits and 
environmental waivers. Obama's March 30 opening of 
vast areas in the Gulf, the Atlantic, and Alaskan wa-
ters to oil and gas drilling had to be put on hold—but if 
public outrage fades, it will go ahead.

The moratorium, which only applied to deep-water 
drilling, was struck down by a federal judge with hold-
ings in several oil industry companies, including Trans-
ocean, the Deepwater Horizon's owner. Even before 
that, oil companies mobilized against it by threatening 
Gulf Coast communities with massive job losses. Under 
capitalism, even bondage to such a pernicious indus-
try counts as "development," which whole communities 
desperately cling to as a refuge from the ever-growing 
army of long-term unemployed.
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 

One of the Democrats' big concerns is that a tempo-
rary retreat from expanding offshore drilling will shoot 
down the careful compromise underpinning the Kerry-
Lieberman "American Power Act" on climate change. 
Designed to mollify energy giants and ensure the con-
tinuous flow of energy to power capitalist production, 
it contains so many concessions to oil drilling, "clean" 
coal, nuclear power, and financial derivatives based on 
pollution credits, also known as carbon emissions trad-
ing, that it charts a course not far from business as 
usual, which is the path leading to climate chaos. That 
is not inevitable if humanity can take rational, freely 
associated control of social production and its develop-
ment. 

However, under capitalism, whether in the U.S. or 
China, India or Brazil, the momentum is to suck up 
ever more energy, so that even the most determined ini-
tiatives to improve energy efficiency and provide alter-
native sources of energy are not enough to satisfy the 
werewolf's hunger, and it will literally go to the ends of 
the earth to devour more oil, coal and natural gas.

Case in point: the Arctic Ocean. Shell's drilling 
project there excuses itself from planning for a blow-
out on the grounds that "a large oil spill...is extremely 
rare and not considered a reasonably foreseeable im-
pact." Don't worry about the gale-force winds, the sub-
zero temperatures, the lack of capability to respond to 
a spill in those icy waters. Indigenous peoples and en-
vironmental groups have been fighting this for years, 
but only after the Deepwater Horizon spill was Obama 
forced to order a pause in the project.3

OIL FROM TAR SANDS = CANCER, GLOBAL WARMING
Or take Canada's tar sands. The extraction of oil 

from Alberta tar sands has been called "possibly the 
largest industrial project in human history." The pro-
cess uses huge amounts of energy and releases huge 
amounts of carbon dioxide just in producing the oil. 
When Dr. John O'Connor exposed the resulting cancer 
clusters in Fort Chipewyan, a downstream Indigenous 
community, the government engineered phony charges 

3. See "Government puts Shell's Arctic drilling plans on hold" 
by Tanya Lee, 6/5/2010 Indian Country Today.

of medical misconduct such as "raising undue alarm." 
First Nations along the pipeline route to the British Co-
lumbia coast declared that they will not allow tar sands 
oil to pass through their land and waters. (See http://
pipeupagainstenbridge.ca/)

Easily accessible oil and gas reservoirs in most 
parts of the world have been depleted. The push is now 
to drill in the Arctic, in the tar sands, in the deep wa-
ters, even 9,000 feet below the surface, past the Deep-
water Horizon's 5,000 feet.

The imperative of production for produc-
tion's sake only increases the pressure to violate 
safety and environmental regulations. Long before 
the April 20 explosion, needed repairs to critical equip-
ment were skipped, tests were faked, environmental 
rules were waived, disaster response plans were pure 
fantasy.

BP's plans, approved by regulators, indicated that 
a blowout was extremely unlikely, and that BP could 
easily contain a spill even bigger than the one occurring 
now. It turned out that the blowout preventer mecha-
nism was broken (indications to that effect had been 
ignored); that one after another "solution" failed; that 
methods such as "top kill" and slicing the riser pipe 
actually made the leak worse; that even the last best 
hope, a relief well, was not a sure thing.

Containment and cleanup efforts also betrayed the 
total negligence and unpreparedness of all the compa-
nies and regulatory agencies. There were nowhere near 
enough booms on hand; untrained cleanup crews tram-
pled wetland plants and nests; turtles were trapped in 
the oil being burned off on the sea surface. 

It is not clear whether dispersants will actually 

help in the long run. They do not eliminate oil but break 
it up and keep some of it underwater. Veritable lakes 
of oil have formed beneath the surface, with unknown 
consequences, possibly including many more dead 
zones to come. All of this is happening to a Gulf 
already suffering from a huge dead zone caused 
mainly by nutrients from agriculture and sewage 
spilling out of the Mississippi River, plus earlier 
oil spills, plus acidification of the water due to 
ever-increasing carbon dioxide emissions.

BP's pledge to "make it right" notwithstanding, the 
truth is that this type of pollution can only be partially 
cleaned up. There is no technological miracle.

However, we should not succumb to the common 
environmentalist narrative that the catastrophe is 
caused by hubris and the ideology of perpetual techno-
logical progress. This ideology is the natural outgrowth 
of a society where living labor is dominated by dead la-
bor (capital) incorporating science within itself. Science 
appears to have appropriated all the attributes of life, 
and human beings must serve its dictates. The ideology 
is perpetuated not just for its own sake, but because it 
serves to hide capitalism's total dependence on exploi-
tation of labor and justifies freeing it from regulatory 
restrictions.

No better is a psychological "consumerism" expla-
nation, especially at a time when ruling classes are forc-
ing austerity on the masses. Consumption in capitalist 
society is geared to the needs of capital, not of workers. 
Consumption patterns are unsustainable; they need to 
change, but viewing the masses primarily as consum-
ers lets the system off the hook.
CHINA'S (AND WORLD'S) UNSUSTAINABLE TRAJECTORY 

China, too, shows the consequences of production 
for production's sake. There, the world's biggest wind 
power construction program coexists with the world's 
greatest consumption and production of coal, which 
reportedly killed 592 Chinese coal miners in the first 
three months of this year.

Clearly, China is on the same unsustainable devel-
opment path as the U.S. Not realizing that they were 
illustrating the unsustainability of capitalism itself, 
some environmentalists have pointed out that, if China 
reached the same consumption patterns per person as 
the U.S., then that country would need 98 million bar-
rels of oil a day, 13 million more than current global 
production. These analysts overlook the fact that oil 
use is driven by production as well as consumption, 
and that in capitalism production drives consumption, 
that even the consumer is a product of capitalist society 
carefully shaped by marketing, education, city layout, 
design of infrastructure, and so forth. 

This realization brings new urgency to the catego-
ry Raya Dunayevskaya made of the multilinear paths 
of development that Marx wrote about in the new phil-
osophic-historic moments of his last decade. He point-
ed out that some countries could develop to socialism 
without going through the vicissitudes of capitalism, 
that communal forms contained a duality and could be 
the basis for such a development, but that it would take 
a revolution to accomplish it—that revolution could 
happen first in a non-capitalist country and could be 
the starting point for development of the new society 
if it "becomes the signal for a proletarian revolution in 
the West, so that both complement each other." Today 
we can see that for all countries to go through the vicis-
situdes of capitalism to the point that has been reached 
by the highly industrialized countries is not even pos-
sible. 

The Gulf of Mexico oil spill is one of the more hor-
rific examples of the fallout from capitalist develop-
ment, with much worse to come if it is allowed to con-
tinue. Nothing less than a social revolution can break 
with that suicidal direction and put society on a path of 
truly human development. 

BP's Gulf oil spill lays waste to workers, environment
continued from p. 1

Greens say: 'Jail BP'
New York City—Greens joined other groups in a 

great demonstration May 28. Several hundred people 
showed up, and the police decided to close the BP sta-
tion at Houston and Lafayette Streets. This corner is 
a major traffic intersection, a subway station and bus 
line. Thousands of people pass by, especially during 
rush hour. The demo was shown on several channels 
that night. The Manhattan Greens had the NYC Green 
Party banner and gave out leaflets which read:

J A I L  B P !!
The Manhattan Green Party Local says: 1. Pros-

ecute the top bosses of BP, Massey and Halliburton 
for their massive crimes and jail them. 2. Ban offshore 
oil drilling, mountaintop removal and hydrofracking.  
3. Leave filthy energy and go to clean solar and wind 
energy. Tax the polluting cartels and set up publicly 
elected energy boards. 4. Leave the corporate-controlled 
Democratic/Republican Parties and join the Green Par-
ty—your party for the greening of your country.

Greens should now take the lead in other demon-
strations focusing on the worst ecological disaster in 
the history of the U.S. and perhaps the world! 

—Tom, NY

Chicago—About 40 people braved the heat wave to 
gather on July 6 to protest BP's disaster in the Gulf—
and at the same time draw the connection to local pol-
lution by BP and all fossil fuel industries.

A prominent slogan, "No oil in our Gulf! No tar 
sands in our Lake!" called attention to the oil extracted 
from Canada's tar sands and then piped to a refinery 
near here in Whiting, Indiana. The refinery has a his-
tory of problems, including last year's citation by the 
EPA for releases of cancer-causing benzene into the air, 
16 times greater than the legal limit.

For years environmental groups have been fighting 
the refinery's planned expansion, which would make 
it the largest U.S. refiner of tar sands oil. That would 
intensify its emissions of greenhouse gases as well as 
benzene and other components of smog linked to an 
asthma epidemic among children in the area. Indiana's 
expansion permit would allow BP to greatly increase its 
dumping of ammonia and toxic metals such as lead and 
mercury into Lake Michigan, which supplies drinking 
water to millions.

We also spotlighted the coal-fired power plants 
that cause health problems in Chicago's heavily Latino 
Pilsen neighborhood.

The event was organized by the Chicago Commit-
tee on the Gulf Crisis, an ad hoc coalition of individu-
als and organizations coming together locally to move 
the nation "Beyond Petroleum" (which for BP was just 
a fake slogan). We affirm that it's time to end the age of 
fossil fuels and nuclear power, and that workers' lives 
and environmental issues are closely connected.

—News and Letters Committees participants

We say: 'Stop the oil!'
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Detroit—The second U.S. Social Forum (USSF) 
drew over 10,000 participants, mostly young activists 
against capitalist globalization, to Detroit June 22-26. 
People chose from over 1,000 workshops and 50 Peo-
ples' Movement Assemblies, continuous cultural pro-
gramming, tours of Detroit 
focused on the city's labor 
and abolitionist history, 
environmental justice, ur-
ban agriculture, and ac-
tions ranging from a march 
for "clean air and good 
jobs" to one commemorat-
ing the civil rights march 
led by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., in 1963.

The openness of so 
many young activists ener-
gized dialogue and discus-
sion in workshops and at 
literature tables. 

A major achievement 
of the Forum was the coalescence of "excluded work-
ers"—recent immigrants, domestic workers, farmwork-
ers, cab drivers, and others not covered by the labor 
protections won by industrial workers in the 1930s. It 
was spearheaded by the National Domestic Workers' 
Alliance which had emerged from the USSF in Atlanta 
in 2007. Noteworthy were the 30+ "Detroit Highlight-
ed" workshops by Detroit organizations whose presence 
told everyone, loud and clear, that another Detroit is 
here and now and moving forward.

It was striking that so many youth wanted to find 
out about Left ideas and Marxism. People from Detroit 
were looking to see if the USSF was something that 
could help their city. Many who stopped by our litera-
ture table wanted to find out about Marxist-Humanism 
and Raya Dunayevskaya. 

An example of the innovations at some of the work-
shops was a great one on environmental justice, done by 
teenagers from the Bay Area—one Latino, one Black, 
and one Chinese all from different groups, chaired by a 
13-year-old who pointed out: "I'm the youngest facilita-
tor in the whole Social Forum." Thousands of people 
were brought together, including white middle-class 
Leftists, excluded workers, young anarchists and coun-
ter-cultural types. And though they were all excited to 
be at the same place, one could feel that the barriers 

were still there. They are there, but not together. This 
is a problem the Left has yet to solve. 

The Social Forum developed from the anti-global-
ization movements against capitalism and has been 
a "lens to help us see the world that we do want." As 

the Social Forum movement 
emerged against the global-
ization of capitalism, it oppos-
es the hierarchical hegemonic 
power structure of world 
capitalism, and has bent over 
backwards not to congeal into 
a similar structure. But build-
ing a new human society is ex-
tremely complex and requires 
what Marx called: "human 
power, which is its own end." 
We will have to concretize 
that concept in a new society. 

—Marxist-Humanist 
participants

•
Workers' rights are human rights

This USSF workshop, facilitated by Jaribu Hill of 
the Mississippi Workers' Center For Human Rights, 
brought together excluded workers from across the 
country. Excluded workers are those like domestic and 
farm workers, who are not covered by OSHA although 
they work with harsh cleaning and pesticide chemicals, 
hazardous to health.

The participants included domestic workers in 
New York, who shared a story of winning a court battle 
against abusive employers by publicly shaming them 
with well-supported picket lines, as well as the Coali-
tion of Immokalee Workers from Florida, who described 
their ongoing battle against tomato growers who still 
practice outright slavery.

Workers from Mississippi catfish processing plants 
described how their employers are using the current 
economic crisis to take back human rights won by work-
ers there over the last decades. And organizers from 
New Orleans told of the continuing effects of neglect in 
post-Katrina devastation.

The sharing of stories is a reflection of the solidarity 
that is happening already and is an effort to strengthen 
that solidarity among all workers. The workshop ended 
with an exchange of the promise to "be there" for the 
next stage of the struggle in all these areas.

—Urszula Wislanka

N&L at the U.S. Social ForumU.S. get out of 
Okinawa now! 

Okinawa—July 23 was the 65th Memorial Day of 
the End of War in Okinawa. We call July 23 "Memorial 
Day." All schools and offices in Okinawa are closed, be-
cause one fourth of the civilian population of Okinawa, 
about 200,000 common people, were sacrificed by the 
War from the end of March till the end of July 1945.

The new Japanese Premier, Naoto Kan, came for 
this ceremony and said that he will keep the agree-
ment with the U.S. government on the construction of 
a disputed new U.S. military base in Okinawa. Former 
Premier Hatoyama promised the Japanese people, es-
pecially in Okinawa, that the U.S. base will not be con-
structed here but outside of Japan, or at least outside 
of Okinawa. 

The U.S. Secretary of Defense, Robert M. Gates, 
forced the Hatoyama administration to build the new 
base in the sea of Henoko in Okinawa as promised by 
the old Japanese administration of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party. He rejected bringing the U.S. base out of 
Japan. The other proposed prefecture would not accept 
the U.S. base. Hatoyama became hopeless and agreed 
to keep the base in Okinawa, but he resigned on the 
spot.

Mr. Naoto Kan made a speech at the ceremony and 
said: "I apologize to all Japanese citizens that many 
U.S. military bases are still concentrated in Okinawa. 
But, at the same time, I express my gratitude that the 
sacrifices of the Okinawa people contribute to the peace 
and security in the Asia-Pacific area."

Okinawans are very angry. The old agree-
ment to construct a new base at Henoko was 
made in 1996. Okinawans resisted for 14 years 
with a sit-down movement on the seaside and in 
the sea. On April 25 we made a big rally of more 
than 90,000 people. Mr. Kan's speech neglected 
the long struggle and the spirit of the Okinawan 
people. Therefore, what he said in his speech was 
a heavy humiliation to us.

We can say almost the same words to Mr. Barack 
Obama. He made a speech in Japan before the U.S. 
Army where he said, "I respect you, that you are serv-
ing for peace in Asia." At that time, I was disappointed 
in him. Mr. Kan as well as Mr. Obama express their 
recognition that the U.S. Army contributes to peace in 
Asia. 

We have a completely different recognition 
from our own experiences that the U.S. Army is 
always the menace to our human rights and dig-
nity in daily life.

The U.S. Army in Japan is not for peace and friend-
ship but, on the contrary, it destroys our autonomy in 
the province and the friendship between the Japanese 
and American people. Therefore, I hope the U.S. people 
open their eyes to look at this reality and recommend 
your government withdraw the U.S. Army from Japan 
and from other Asian countries for the sake of peace 
and security for the Asia-Pacific people.  

—Eiko Asato

Students, workers 
strike in Puerto Rico

Aquadilla, Puerto Rico—After over 50 days, the stu-
dent/worker strike at the University of Puerto Rico was 
successfully ended this past month. Nearly all of the 
demands were won, but then the administration went 
back on its word to not persecute the strike leaders. 

Students, professors, administrative staff, janitors 
and maintenance staff were all on strike over a rise 
in tuition, an extra quota for new students, cutbacks 
in pay, and other workplace issues. The situation was 
similar to the University of California, Berkeley, strike. 
Students effectively took over the main campus in Rio 
Piedras, as well as other campuses around the island. 
The University administration has been trying to apply 
the "ley 7" (see March-April 2010 N&L, "Workers fight 
ley 7"). Law 7 has neoliberal measures to cut spend-
ing by cutting social services, including education. The 
governor of Puerto Rico had money for a big cocktail 
party for his corporate and political friends, where the 
students immediately mounted a picket line of protest-
ers, but there is no money for education.

The University of Puerto Rico is the only institution 
of higher learning that low-income students can afford. 
The neoliberal policies of the local colonial government 
would change that by privatization. The striking stu-
dents, professors and staff held firm, giving a lesson in 
how to carry out a struggle. The students maintained 
the campuses clean and secure, and gave seminars on 
labor law, civil rights, history, music, art, and theater. 
This was organizing from below. 

Now the administration is going forward with 
court actions against the students. This has put the 
agreement that ended the strike in danger. The strike 
could be renewed.

Another horrible problem here has been a war on 
women, especially in June. Thirteen women have been 
brutally murdered by their spouses or ex-spouses in a 
wave of "machista" violence since January. In June, five 
women were murdered—one set on fire with gasoline, 
another shot and killed while she was making break-
fast for her five-year-old son who witnessed the murder. 

Neoliberal austerity; a narco-war similar to Mexico 
where every morning the streets are left with mostly 
young men shot, sometimes burned in their cars; hate 
crimes against gays on the rise; and now violence 
against women—it has all become epidemic. This kind 
of news does not get attention from the mainland me-
dia. Scaring the nice tourists would be bad for business.

—Teofilo

refusing service based upon racial or other bigotries. 
Implicit in the radical right's threat is a threat to 

workers as well. Employers would look forward to being 
unconstrained by union agreements, or indeed any re-
strictions. The defense of BP by many of these tin-hat-
ted Tea Party candidates should be enough to show the 
logic of their political thrust. Along with that, there is a 
dire threat to women's rights—Rand Paul and the oth-
ers openly deny a woman's right to an abortion, in the 
name of fundamentalist religious fanaticism.

This represents not only a desire to roll back 
history, but to destroy it entirely—to wipe out 
even the memory of people's genuine struggles 
for freedom. Arizona bill HB 2281 would outlaw 
ethnic studies in schools, and Texas officials have 
attempted to erase even as mainstream a figure 
such as Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall from their history texts. Real history would 
be replaced by the unspeakably racist fantasies 
of the Tea Parties, which picture the U.S. with-
out Black people—even President Barack Obama 
isn't considered a legitimate citizen—and with-
out the crime of slavery. They aim to present U.S. 
history without the genocide perpetrated on Na-
tive Americans.

The rise of a right wing which does not scruple 
even at neo-fascism is frighteningly reminiscent of the 
former Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. The attempted 
genocide, the "ethnic cleansing," had not yet begun in 
earnest. But all the ideas were in the air and the guns 
were already finding their willing hands. It would hard-
ly be possible to count all those who have died fighting 
against the historic forces represented by this toxic rise 
of neo-Nazis, neo-Confederates, and "white national-
ists." And now there are neo-Nazis with guns at the 
border. This must be stopped.      

—Gerry Emmett

U.S. racism rising
continued from p. 1
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Protesters marched in New York on June 12, the anniversary of last 
year's fraudulent election in Iran and the murderous repression against 
the opposition. Slogans included Freedom for Iran; Down with the Dicta-
tor;  Political Prisoners Should Be Set Free; and No Sanctions on Iran, 
Human Rights for Iran.

Chicago—Demonstrators gathered on North Michi-
gan Ave. June 12 to protest the continued bloody re-
pression in Iran, one year after the stolen election that 
brought millions into the streets at risk of death. Our 
picket-line signs demanded the end of theocracy and 
dictatorship and demanded freedom and rights for stu-
dents, workers and women. We held graphic remem-
brances of martyrs hanged, beaten or shot to death like 
Neda Agha-Soltan. Response from passersby was posi-
tive—one young man even joined us from the streets. 

One marcher told us that, contrary to the bour-
geois media, the Green Movement is alive and vigorous. 
Commenting on the debate within N&L about the role 
of Iranian workers, he said, "The movement does not 
belong to anyone. It includes students, workers, teach-
ers, and radicals, and no one has the right to exclude 
other groups' demands. It is mainly the youth, and they 
are not stopping."

This was demonstrated by the general strike May 
13 in Iranian Kurdistan, the largest since 2005. A num-
ber of cities came to a halt in protest of the executions of 
five Kurdish workers and activists. On the anniversary 
itself, clashes with security forces broke out in Tehran. 
Clearly, the struggle for freedom remains alive in the 
hearts of Iran's women, students, and workers.

—News & Letters marchers

Freedom for Iran!
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop-
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them-
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi-
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activi-
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 

National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907–
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu-
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu-
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa.

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be-
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 

to reveal and further develop the revolu-
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection—Marxist-Hu-
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De-
velopment.

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com-
prehension of her creation and develop-
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres-
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free-
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 

and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx-
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du-
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con-
cretizing this body of ideas for our time.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com-
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici-
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim…to 
promote the firmest unity among work-
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa-
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees.

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

WORLD   VIEWIN Deadly Middle East gamble
 

by Gerry Emmett
It would be interesting to know what kind of "states-

manlike" theatrics Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, U.S. President Barack Obama, and Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan might have had 
in mind for the morning of June 1, 2010. Whatever they 
might have been aiming for was literally blown out of 
the water by the May 31 massacre of nine Turkish and 
U.S. activists on the Mavi Marmara, part of the Gaza 
freedom flotilla supported by the Turkish government. 

The brutal killings by Israeli commandos revealed 
the high stakes in current Middle Eastern politics, and 
the way events can easily spiral out of the control of 
the players. It was unplanned, and it was inevitable. 
Netanyahu was forced to cancel his White House visit, 
and Erdogan recalled the Turkish ambassador to Israel 
and canceled some military cooperation with Israel. 
The world's justified anger and disgust in the end is 
forcing both Israel and Egypt to relax their inhuman 
blockade of Gaza—which is a tremendous achievement 

of the freedom flotillas.
It now becomes vital to see the forces in play clear-

ly. The friendly tone of Netanyahu's July visit with 
Obama, the behind-the-scenes meetings between Israeli 
and Turkish officials, and the Obama administration's 
renewed call for an Israel-Palestinian Authority agree-
ment signal a return to the pre-massacre program.

It is unlikely that Turkey would wish to break 
its alliance with the U.S. It is very likely that Turkey, 
which is becoming more regionally assertive under Er-
dogan's Islamist regime, is being set up as an alterna-
tive to Iran as patron of Gaza's Hamas government. 
Saudi Arabia is too obviously committed to anti-Irani-

an positions to play that part. The U.S. would thus gain 
more leverage over all parties. 

The great threat in the region remains an Israeli 
attack upon Iran, with the pretext of stopping Iranian 
development of nuclear weapons. It would be an insane 
act, but Netanyahu, in particular, seems to be follow-
ing the logic of Israel's 2008 war on Gaza to its conclu-
sion—an ultimate confrontation with Ahmadinejad's 
Iran which he imagines would "pacify" Israel's external 
enemies. What he may be doing is undermining every 
aspect of Israeli society that would allow it to exist in 
peace. From the Iranian "enemy," to the Palestinian in 
Gaza or the West Bank, to the Palestinian citizen of 
Israel, to the Israeli Left, to what remains of Israeli 
democracy itself, this could only end in disaster.

Doubtless the "statesmen" involved don't see things 
this way. As they did with the Mavi Marmara, they are 
likely willing to gamble.

Kyrgyzstan in crisis
Tens of thousands of Uzbek refugees, threatened 

with loss of citizenship if they didn't participate in a 
constitutional referendum, were forced to rush back to 
Kyrgyzstan in mid-June. This left tens of thousands 
once again without food or shelter. The UN followed be-
hind them with tent shelters and food aid in a surreal 
chase across borders.

The new Constitution which establishes a parlia-
mentary democracy was passed, but now will function 
against a background of deep divisions.

The refugee crisis began when ethnic violence 
that broke out in Kyrgyzstan's second city of Osh on 
June 11 quickly spread and resulted in the internal 
displacement of up to 300,000 Uzbeks, with 100,000 
more crossing the border into neighboring Uzbekistan 
as refugees. Thousands, mainly Uzbeks, were killed in 
pogroms that saw entire neighborhoods burned to the 
ground and looted of anything which might have been 
left. Besides ethnic Kyrgyz gangs there were also re-
ports of Kyrgyz military forces joining in the assault. 

The Kyrgyzstan government, which came to power 
only months ago, blamed the violence on supporters of 
the former government of ousted President Kurmanbek 
Bakiyev. The attacks have driven a deep wedge of anger 
and suspicion between majority Kyrgyz and minority 
Uzbek communities. As elsewhere, this kind of "ethnic 
cleansing" is aimed to destroy whatever potential for 
social progress exists in the wake of mass movements—
in this case, a movement against utility price increases 
imposed under Bakiyev, who had himself been brought 
to power as a result of the 2005 "Tulip Revolution."

Interim head of government Roza Otunbayeva 
asked Russian President Medvedev to send peacekeep-
ing troops. This was refused, although Russia did send 
a battalion of troops to defend its military base in the 
country. Both Russia and the U.S. have air bases, with 
the U.S. base considered vital to the war in Afghani-
stan. The Russians consider Kyrgyzstan as a part of 
their own sphere of influence. Neither will put the in-
terests of the people of Kyrgyzstan ahead of their own 
military desires. Otunbayeva's call for European troops 
has also gone unheeded.

Unfortunately, the current government has only 
succeeded in militarizing Kyrgyz society itself, along 
the most reactionary lines that can be imagined. This 
doesn't bode well for the future.

G-20 Summit class war
The violence perpetrated by Canadian police 

against demonstrators at the G-20 June summit in 
Toronto—tear gas, plastic and rubber bullets, 900 ar-
rested, close to $1 billion spent on security—was little 
in comparison to the violence planned and presently 
being carried out against the working class and poor 
across the globe. This most recent meeting, first of the 
super-big G-8, and then of the 20 largest economies, the 
G-20, decided to take the next step in what is termed 
"rebalancing" the economy—cutting government defi-
cits through reduction in unemployment benefits, re-
structuring worker pensions, raising the retirement 
age, firing workers, cutting hard-won social benefits, 
etc. "Deficit reduction" in a time of severe economic cri-
sis is one more way of seeking to resolve capitalism's 
non-viability on the backs of the vast mass of humanity, 
as against the tiny minority of bankers, industrialists, 
energy capitalists, and the state, which represents and 
coordinates these new draconian financial efforts. 

With the near-total financial collapse, capital 
sought to "resolve" the crisis with a massive rescue of 
financial institutions with billions of government dol-
lars despite the reckless actions of the financial com-
munity. Crucially, the majority of the G-20 decided no 
further economic stimulus is necessary—despite high 
unemployment in many parts of the world. Instead, 
they claim capitalism will "grow" itself out of this latest 
crisis.

As important as were the protests in Canada, the 
crucial struggles are those ongoing in Greece and other 
parts of Europe where what is left of European welfare 
benefits, hard-won through decades of social struggle, 
is being dismantled. The class-based response to the 
Toronto G-20 Summit has yet to fully unfold.       —E. W.

Guinea's election
The world press is hailing Guinea's "first free elec-

tion in 52 years." These elections come after decades 
of dictatorial rule in Guinea—the first vote not under 
the bayonet of the army. A run-off is scheduled for mid-
July between the two leading candidates—one, Cellou 
Dalein Diallo, long-time Prime Minister under the pre-
vious dictator, Lansana Conté; the other, Alpha Conde, 
long in exile, and supposedly close to French interests, 
the one-time colonial occupier and exploiter. 

While free elections are welcome, we are far from 
the great promise of a new pathway opened toward so-
cial liberation during the African Revolutions in 1960, 
"the Year of Africa." Guinea stood out in both its con-
crete actions and at projecting an emancipatory vision. 
In 1958, two years before the year of the African revolu-
tions, tiny Guinea had dared to say "No!" to De Gaulle's 
France, seized its independence, breaking fully from 
France's "benevolent" neo-colonialism. De Gaulle's re-
sponse was to cut off completely any support for Guin-
ea. It was left in an isolation of deep impoverishment. 

In those first moments of independence, Guinea's 
leader in the struggle, the revolutionary Ahmed Sék-
ou Touré, espoused a Marxism joined with an African 
humanism: "It can...be said that African unity offers 
the world a new humanism essentially founded on the 
universal solidarity and cooperation between people, 
without any racial and cultural antagonism and with-
out narrow egoism and privilege." Raya Dunayevskaya 
characterized the African revolutions as opening "a new 
page in the dialectic of thought as well as in world his-
tory." However, Touré separated himself from the cre-
ativity of the African masses, betraying any emancipa-
tory vision, and ruled Guinea with a dictatorial hand. 

What occurred in Guinea has been repeated 
throughout Black Africa. It is of course not the end of 
history. But more than "free elections" will be needed 
for new beginnings in Guinea and in Africa.  

 —Eugene Walker

In response to the Israeli blockade of Gaza, especially the storming of 
ships bringing relief aid, hundreds of protesters closed down a terminal 
at the port of Oakland, Calif., on Jun. 20 to stop the Israeli Zim Shenzhen 
ship from unloading its cargo. Dockworkers honored the picket lines.
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