
the people responsible for this are allowed to show 
themselves as the custodians of “law and order” and 
the Constitution.

The police have a long history of trying to prevent 
us from marching, attacking our peaceful marches and 
refusing to intervene while we are under violent attack 
from the African National Congress (ANC) or the Land 
Invasions Unit demolishing our homes in violation of 
the Constitution, the Prevention of Illegal Eviction Act 
and court orders. 
WOMEN SHOT IN THE BACK

We have taken time to meet with people who wit-
nessed how Nqobile was shot in the back. People began 
to gather at around 3:30 AM at Bellair Road. When 
comrades realized that the police were blocking their 
way they diverted their route to Harcombe Gardens. 
This road cuts into the big middle-class houses full of 
light, clean and clear. 

The police drove straight to a group of about 400 
comrades. They stopped abruptly, got out of the vehicles 
and immediately drew their guns out. It was around 

Tea Party 
wreaks havoc 

The world’s biggest economy, belonging to the sole 
superpower, was pushed to the brink of disaster in mid-
October. Having already forced a shutdown of the fed-
eral government, Tea Party Republicans in Congress 
threatened to trigger a default on U.S. debt through 
a refusal to raise the debt ceiling before Oct. 17. That 
could have sent the world economy into an abyss deeper 
than the 2008 financial collapse. Only at the last min-
ute on Oct. 16 did House Speaker John Boehner allow a 
vote to open the government and raise the debt ceiling. 
Even then a majority of House Republicans voted for 
risking a global economic collapse. 
CAPITALISTS FEAR WORKERS’ REVOLT

That a minority faction of one party in one cham-
ber of one branch of the U.S. government could pose a 
grave threat to the world economy reflects the depth 
of the capitalist crisis. The sheer nihilism of that Tea 
Party faction reflects the depravity of American rac-
ism, which, as Patrick Buchanan threatened, would 
not hesitate to “bring down like Samson” the world 
around it. That the capitalists would allow them to risk 
so much reflects their greater fear of revolt by work-
ers and other forces as living conditions fail to rebound 
from the depths of the Great Recession.

The 16-day shutdown’s impact went far beyond the 
much publicized closure of national parks and monu-
ments. The lives of 800,000 furloughed “non-essential” 
government workers were turned upside down, as well 
as those relying on the many crucial functions they 
perform. There were delays in tracking down contami-
nated chicken that resulted in over 300 victims of sal-
monella poisoning, and some public health workers 
had to return to work. Environmental protection and 
health research, including experimental and possibly 
lifesaving medical procedures, shut down. Some states 

John Kerry. When asked how Assad might avoid air 
strikes, Kerry replied, “He could turn over every single 
bit of his chemical weapons to the international com-
munity in the next week. Turn it over, all of it, without 
delay, and allow a full and total accounting for that.”

This was almost immediately accepted by Assad 
and his patron, Rus-
sian President Pu-
tin, and formalized 
by the UN Security 
Council. In fact, it 
was not a sponta-
neous gaffe but a 
deal that had been 
hatched in discus-
sions between Pres-
idents Obama and 
Putin at the G20 
Summit in St. Pe-
tersburg the week 
before. Far from be-
ing clumsy, as many 
pundits tried to 
claim, this was an 
artful way to misdi-
rect attention from 

the sheer unprincipled nature of such an agreement.
The lack of principle was underlined by Kerry’s 

subsequent praise for Assad’s compliance with the UN 
Resolution. Apparently the images from Ghouta hadn’t 
been seared on his mind.

The Syrian National Council, the external face of 
the revolution which has been promoted by the U.S. 
and regional powers, is being coerced and more or less 
subtly threatened to play along—the end envisioned 
being an all-parties peace agreement leading to a tran-
sitional government. Differences between the U.S., 
Russia, and other powers however mean that no actual 
solution is in sight.
THE REVOLUTION LIVES!

What has shown itself in opposition to the Syrian 
Revolution is the reactionary essence of the state-cap-
italist world as a whole. In struggling for freedom and 
dignity the Syrians have had to fight on many fronts; 
they have come into conflict with every reactionary 
force the world can muster. It is as brutal and unfair a 
burden as that borne by the Paris Communards of 1871 
who also faced all the might of an oppressive old order.

Nevertheless the struggle has continued. In liber-
ated areas the Local Coordination Committees have 
continued to function. Peaceful demonstrations ex-
pressing the original goals of the Revolution are held 
across the country, including in areas still under re-
gime control. The majority of Syrians continue to hold 
to the anti-sectarian, democratic ideals that brought 
millions out into the streets.

The armed struggle, which only arose in response 

by Gerry Emmett
“What is happening in Syria isn’t a civil war based 

on religion. It’s a revolution of Syrians who want their 
freedom and dignity.” –Syrian Rebel Youth, Oct. 9, 2013

On Aug. 21 the genocidal regime of Bashar al-
Assad murdered over a thousand civilians, mostly 
women and chil-
dren, with sarin gas 
in the Damascus 
suburbs of Eastern 
Ghouta. It commit-
ted this crime in full 
view of the world—
images of hundreds 
of murdered chil-
dren, still in pa-
jamas (the attack 
came at 3 AM), laid 
out in temporary 
morgues, shocked 
viewers across the 
world. 

Since April 
2011 the world has 
looked on as over 
115,000 Syrians 
have been killed, and over 7.2 million have been made 
refugees. When Assad’s regime resorted to illegal 
chemical weapons, it seemed to many that this would 
change. It seemed that the images of so many mur-
dered innocents might compel some action.

For a moment many in Syria felt hopeful. But far 
from the briefly threatened U.S. or French military 
strikes, which were pre-announced to be minimal and 
“not game changers,” the U.S. and Russia ended up 
proposing a deal whereby Assad would turn over his 
supplies of chemical weapons and in turn be allowed a 
chance to stay in power. This deal underlines the great 
powers’ preference for “stability,” however brutal, over 
the relative threat of freedom and self-determination.

Assad had indeed crossed a “red line” with his sa-
rin gas attack, but the U.S. response was intended to 
send other messages. It was meant to convey that the 
Syrian “crisis” would be managed by the big powers, 
the U.S. and Russia. It was meant to tell other regional 
powers not to cross other lines, such as the develop-
ment of Iranian (or Saudi) nuclear weapons, or perhaps 
an Israeli strike on Iran. Above all it was meant to tell 
the Syrian people that revolution wasn’t on the agenda.
CRISIS MANAGERS, STAGE MANAGERS

Opposition to the Syrian Revolution has been con-
sistent, from the early days of Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton terming Assad a “reformer,” through the 
U.S. refusal to arm the Free Syrian Army even as the 
Russians and Iranians armed Assad, to this joint effort 
to treat the revolution as a crisis to be managed.

The public first learned of the proposed deal on 
Sept. 9 through an alleged “gaffe” by Secretary of State 
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One of the many peaceful demonstrations in Syria that continue to take place across the 
country. This one is in Binnish.

EDITORIAL

Job makes us sick
by Htun Lin

On Sept 19, Kaiser Permanente and the Coalition 
of Kaiser Permanente Unions jointly announced the 
launch of the “Total Health Incentive Plan,” touted as 
a new way to encourage “employees to make their own 
health a priority, while building a culture of health 
in the workplace.” It is part of a corporate trend with 
Fortune 500 companies, known on Wall Street as total 
wellness programs, with penalties imposed on workers 
who do not comply.

Kaiser imposed added staff cuts in the same 
breath as it announced the Total Wellness cam-
paign. While it is promoted as voluntary, the pro-
gram hides the reality of the health of workers 
and patients sacrificed daily in the name of cost 
efficiency. 

Management claims its “regional approach to in-
centives designed to encourage employees to adopt 
more healthy lifestyles” will make “individuals more 
likely to participate, removing the fear of being singled 
out about their health.” Yet individuals are already 
singled out by the existing attendance policy, endorsed 
by the union. 

Workers realize they risk their own health and the 
health of their patients when they come to work sick. 
Yet workers are called into disciplinary meetings when 
they exceed the company set limit in the number of sick 
days. It doesn’t matter if your absences have been ap-
proved by your doctor.

Kaiser blames individual workers for their own 
continued on p. 3

Durban, South Africa—Two young women were shot 
in the back in Cato Crest on Sept. 30. They were both 
shot while running from the police. Nqobile Nzuza was 
shot in the back and in the back of her head and died 
on the scene. Luleka Makhwenkwana was shot in her 
arm, also from the back, and was taken to hospital but 
has now been discharged.

The police have said that the protest organized by 
the Cato Crest comrades was not a protest—that it was 
a criminal act. It is clear to us that our presence, as the 
autonomously organized poor, as the strong poor, on the 
streets of the rich, is taken as automatically criminal 
by the police. 

It is also clear to us that many people in the media 
share this view. We have been made to look like a dan-
gerous threat to society when we have killed no one, 
harmed no one and destroyed no one’s home. 
KILLERS IN CHARGE

At the same time three activists from Cato Crest 
have been murdered since March and two others have 
been shot, and one remains currently in hospital, yet 

Deadly South African evictions 

continued on p. 10
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has bombed civilian areas, forcing thousands to flee, 
many of whom now live in mountain caves, refugee 
camps or Sudanese cities, including many thousands in 
Khartoum. 

After war broke out, 
feminist and peace activist 
Jalila Khamis proclaimed 
on a YouTube video: “The 
children and women of Nuba 
Mountains are very tired. I 
call to the international 
community to stop the 
bombing and war in Nuba 
Mountains now!” For this 
she was beaten and thrown 
into a Sudanese jail where 

she was held for nine months without a trial, facing 
charges that could have led to a death sentence. Free 
now, she and other Nuba women and men are continu-
ing the fight.

In the latest uprising that started in September, 
over 160 protesters including women and high school 
students have been shot dead by the military and many 
more have been injured. Women Living Under Mus-
lim Laws report that most “were found to have been 
shot in the chest or head….Women are increasingly on 
the frontline during the protests in Sudan. Since 2009 
there has been a surge in the women’s rights movement 
which started when Sudanese women human rights de-
fenders went out into the streets to protest against the 
policies of the al-Bashir government and his political 
Islamist allies.”

One of those protesting is feminist Amira Os-
man Hamed, who was arrested on Aug. 27 for re-
fusing to wear a headscarf. She will go on trial 
as we go to press and, if convicted for “indecent 
dress,” could be sentenced to 40 lashes, even 
though flogging is against the UN Convention 
Against Torture and Other Inhuman or Degrad-
ing Treatment, which Sudan signed. Hamed, who 
had also received a fine for wearing trousers in 
2002, said: “I am a Muslim woman but I will not 
cover my head. A piece of cloth should not deter-
mine my spirituality.” She wants to call attention 
to this misogynistic law that is enforced primar-
ily against poor and vulnerable women.

These struggles together reveal that women are not 
only fighters in these battles to overthrow al-Bashir, 
but they are also determined to continue the great tra-
dition of women of the Arab Spring: to make sure that 
their revolution does not stop until all human relation-
ships are transformed.

Sudan’s Arab Spring 
by Terry Moon

After Mohamed Bouazizi in Tunisia set himself on 
fire in protest on Dec. 17, 2010, Al-Amin Moussa Al-
Amin followed suit, setting himself ablaze on Jan. 23, 
2011, in the Sudanese city 
of Omdurman. In this way 
the Arab Spring reached 
Sudan after people voting in 
a referendum decided that 
South Sudan would become 
independent of Sudan. Like 
Bouazizi, Al-Amin was pro-
testing corruption, harsh 
living conditions and pover-
ty. And, like the practice of 
the Arab Spring in other countries, women made sure 
they participated in the uprisings.
WOMEN TAKE THE INITIATIVE

Women not only were a part of all the protests, 
but also took the initiative. On June 17, 2012, women 
at the University of Khartoum began a peaceful pro-
test against a severe rise in food and gas prices and 
an end to subsidies of vital commodities. When their 
protest spread to the whole campus, they were brutally 
attacked and beaten by the police. The next day, the 
protests leapt to neighborhoods and then other major 
cities and continued for days with students shouting, 
“No, no to high prices,” and “The people want to over-
throw the regime.”

Since the revolt in the first month of 2011, protests 
are continuing to break out and most are violently sup-
pressed by the regime of Omar al-Bashir, president 
since 1989, who imposed Sharia law and abolished po-
litical parties in 1990. 

On Sept. 23, revolt again broke out, this time 
over the ending of government subsidies on fuel and 
cooking gas. As reported by Radio Dabanga (http://
allafrica.com/stories/201309240632.html): “‘[T]hun-
derous demonstrations’ started from El Deim popular 
neighborhood, led by women shouting ‘down with the 
regime.’ They were surrounded by the security men 
after Amarat Street was closed. Witnesses told Radio 
Dabanga that a number of the women were arrested.”
NUBA WOMEN PART OF THE STRUGGLE

Nuba Mountain women too are part of the strug-
gle. The Nuba people are in limbo when it comes to be-
ing part of either South Sudan or Sudan. Since June 
2011, Sudan has escalated its attacks on the Nuba. It 

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

WOMAN    REASONAS

In 2009 in England, Suw Charman-Anderson start-
ed the first annual Ada Lovelace Day by asking 1,000 

bloggers to discuss women who, 
like Lovelace, the first computer 
programmer, excelled in STEM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics) fields 
but did not receive the credit 
they deserve. This Oct. 15, the 
fifth annual Ada Lovelace Day 
was celebrated worldwide by 

feminist groups, universities, and bloggers with con-
ferences, educational and artistic projects, and editing 
sessions to create, correct, or improve internet articles 
about influential women scientists. This is part of a 
trend in feminism of encouraging women’s interest in 
STEM careers that fortunately seems to be replacing 
the trend of rejecting science as patriarchal.

*   *   *
In September, 64-year-old Diana Nyad became the 

first person to swim from Cuba to Florida without a 
shark cage. She made the first of four unsuccessful at-
tempts in 1978 and stated she succeeded now due to 
her mottos of “find a way” and “never, ever give up.” 
Hundreds of people lined the beach for the completion 
of the nearly 53-hour swim because they were inspired 
that “Life is not over at this age by any means” and “I’m 
more of a human spirit story than a sports story.”

*   *   *
The feminist activist group FEMEN—founded in 

2008 to promote equality in the Ukraine, with newer 
branches in Europe, the Middle East, and North and 
South America—demonstrates for causes such as abor-
tion access and the separation of religion and state. 
Other feminists have accused it of paternalism in at-
tempting to rescue rather than ally itself with sex work-
ers and women in fundamentalist Islamic cultures. Its 
demonstrations all involve topless, conventionally at-
tractive young women calling themselves “Sextremists,” 
yet they protest sexual exploitation. The group admits 
this had been the policy of a former male leader. While 
its members face violence from police, legal prosecution 
for desecrating religious symbols, and alienation from 
their families, they have been accused of receiving sala-
ries and having no real impact. 

Christian Nation: a Novel, by Frederic C. Rich, is a 
work of speculative fiction set in 2029, when the main 
character Greg writes a memoir of how the religious 
Right took over the U.S., turning it into a brutally to-
talitarian state. The 
narrative becomes 
alternative history 
in 2008 with Barack 
Obama losing the 
Presidential election 
to John McCain, who 
soon dies. 

Sarah Palin, 
who was made Mc-
Cain’s running mate 
to attract religious 
Right voters, be-
comes President. 
The fact that Palin 
is a Dominionist—
someone who be-
lieves fundamental-
ist Christians need 
to make the U.S. a theocracy—is the tipping point that 
allows the religious Right to, as Rich puts it, simply “do 
what they said they would do.” 

Much of the novel is Greg’s recounting of the real-
life legislation the religious Right passed or attempted 
to pass before 2008. His friend Sanjay becomes increas-
ingly alarmed over these attempts to change govern-
ment and culture, discussing the significance of each 
one with Greg. Greg’s girlfriend Emilie is dismissive 
of Sanjay’s concern, representing those who ignore the 
religious Right or don’t believe they really mean what 
they say because it is so outrageous. 
YOUTH IS KEY TO RELIGIOUS RIGHT

Rich explains through the characters that reaction-
ary political takeovers happen slowly, like how small 
tectonic shifts eventually lead to earthquakes. They 
only require a fanatical minority of people to lead an 
indifferent majority. He describes how home school-
ing and the fundamentalist law school Patrick Henry 
College are means of indoctrinating this minority and 
placing them in political positions of power. He also ex-
plains the notion of “Generation Joshua,” that today’s 
youth will bring down secular democracy in prepara-
tion for the Second Coming of Christ. 

The religious Right motivates this genera-
tion with increasingly violent rhetoric, claim-
ing that fundamentalists are oppressed by secu-
larists, while making inroads into the military. 
Anti-intellectualism is promoted through the 
teaching of simplistic, anti-scientific notions 
such as creationism and Biblical inerrancy. Anti-
intellectualism is also valued as an asset for 
“common person” politicians such as Palin. 

The purpose is to make people reject critical think-
ing in favor of believing what they are told. This is nec-
essary for the success of Reconstructionism—the no-
tion that supposedly God-given and perfect Biblical law 
should replace mere human democracy. Most people 
are not aware of the brutality of Biblical law, and Rich 
describes it being instituted when the religious Right 
takes over.
FEMINIST CRITIQUE IS MISSING

This novel is an excellent introduction to the re-
ligious Right’s tactics and thought process. Rich does 
leave out the insight of feminists that the religious 
Right’s objection to reproductive and LGBT rights is 
part of their obsession with restoring patriarchy, which 
promotes a hierarchal mindset. 

While he describes their infiltration into govern-
ment, education, and the media, he is not explicit about 
their doctrine of “Spiritual Warfare.” According to this 
doctrine, these three are among the “Seven Mountains” 
of culture that must be conquered, which also include 
arts and entertainment, family, business, and religion. 

He does describe the devastating economic 
and political impact of the new Christian nation 
on the rest of the world, but neglects the fact that 
the religious Right wants to take that over too. 

Rich includes a brief, interesting section on how 
the inhabitants of a besieged Manhattan use all their 
space for urban agriculture and create an almost self-
sufficient, crime-free society, apparently without capi-
talism. He also describes how the resistance movement 
uses a cell system of organization and the preservation 
of subversive literature to fight a 1984-style society 
in which the internet and video cameras are used for 
control. However, the novel does not offer many sugges-
tions on how to fight the religious Right in the present 
day other than having its fictional organization “The-
ocracy Watch” attempt to educate the population about 
them. But, the novel itself is an important tool in doing 
just that. —Adele
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WORKSHOPTALKS
state of health which in reality is adversely impacted by 
unsafe work conditions individual workers have little or 
no control over. 

Kaiser bureaucrats were forced to reverse their de-
cision to reduce mental health services through draco-
nian staffing cuts. After so many patients complained 
of facing increasing barriers to access mental health-
care services, the state of California stepped in with 
fines and sanctions.
THE COSTS OF AUSTERITY 

When management puts austerity and cost-cutting 
ahead of well-being, individual human beings pay the 
price.  Constant staff cuts to reduce costs create unsafe 
working conditions. 

Workplace injury rates such as falls, back injuries 
and needle-sticks are constantly monitored to cut costs. 
But left out of the scorecard are immeasurable chronic 
stress levels which cause depression, smoking and oth-
er addictions, unhealthy eating habits, high blood pres-
sure, heart disease and diabetes. Instead, management 
relegates those morbidities to the realm of “culture.” 
Tragically, suicide has also become part of that culture.

In my last column “Suicide As Revolt,” I discussed 
a report which detailed an increase in rates of suicides 
by young migrant hi-tech assembly line workers at Chi-
na’s FoxConn. But the deep alienation experienced at 
FoxConn is only the tip of the iceberg. 

All across Europe, suicide rates have risen dramat-
ically since the launch of austerity measures imposed 
by governments in response to the global economic de-
cline following the widespread financial collapse.

Some cuts don’t heal. Depression is on the 
rise in the U.S. as well. The emergency room 
where I work has seen a noticeably sharp rise in 
attempted suicides, especially by the very young 
and the very old. 

 “Total Wellness” is not possible in this kind of soci-
ety. Capitalism separates mental health from physical 
well-being, deeming only the funds spent on the latter 
as a part of variable capital, which if possible capital-
ists would like to reduce all the way down to zero. The 
truth is neither kind of wellness is possible without 
healthy human relations based on genuine cooperation. 

Karl Marx warned that capitalists know how to 
take our natural tendency to work collectively, co-opt it, 
and pervert it towards capital’s bottom-line ends. 
‘PUT ME IN, COACH’

I see workers come to work sick, with full-blown flu 
symptoms, saying, “I didn’t want to be a burden on my 
co-workers.” Workers know that when they call in sick, 
they will not be replaced, so they assume the burden of 
responsibility for management’s failure-by-design.

Capital not only expropriates our labor time as in-
dividual laborers, it also appropriates our natural de-
sires and tendencies to work as a collectivity and our 
profound desire to cooperate with each other.

We need to reclaim not only the value stolen from 
our labor but the meaning of our own labor before we 
can embark on a quest towards total wellness for one 
and all.

Oakland, Cal.—“One day longer, one day stronger!” 
shouted a transit worker to kick off a noon rally on Oct. 
18 at Oakland’s Lake Merritt BART (Bay Area Rapid 
Transit) station. SEIU (Service Employees Int’l Union) 
Local 1021 and ATU (Amalgamated Transit Union) Lo-
cal 1555 had shut down the trains shortly after mid-
night. 

BART officials and the unions announced a settle-
ment late Monday night, Oct. 21. Terms of the settle-
ment were not made public before ratification by the 
rank and file. Till workers see the agreement, the big 
worry will be what work rules did the unions give away.

The strike would have started four days ear-
lier had the unions not held out hope that man-
agers would eventually come to their senses. But, 
as one worker remarked, every time union nego-
tiators eased up, management countered with a 
position they knew union reps would reject. 

For instance, when only two or three points re-
mained unresolved, the unions suggested they be re-
solved through binding arbitration. BART agreed only 
on condition that all points, not just a few, be reviewed 
and settled by the arbiter, a move that could have 
made months of grueling marathon negotiations all for 
nought.

Many of those points were not about pay in-
creases, but working conditions. BART has yet 
to address employee complaints of rat-infested 
breakrooms reeking of urine. Numerous reports 
of sexual harassment have been met with silence.

 Safety issues such as security for passengers and 
station agents get scant attention, as do workplace 
hazards. On Saturday Oct. 19 two BART employees in-

BART workers forced to strike 
specting tracks were struck and killed by a train oper-
ated by a non-union trainee under management direc-
tion. 

BART 
officials 
reluctantly 
admitted they 
were train-
ing managers 
to operate 
trains during 
strikes. Of-
ficials equally 
reluctantly 
returned to 
the bargain-
ing table after 
the two deaths 
from their 
strikebreak-
ing plan had 
been publicly 
exposed. 

Before 
details of the 
tentative settlement could even be made public, so-
called progressive California politicians had vowed to 
take away the legal right to strike from union workers 
at BART, in the name of protecting the riders.   —D.M.

‘Legalize my parents!’ 
Los Angeles—On Sept. 22, 4,000 demonstrators, 

mostly Mexican immigrants, workers, their families 
and supporters representing “Millions of Voices for 
Immigration Reform,” marched through downtown de-
manding immediate immigration reform and a path to 
citizenship. They marched to stop ICE (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) raids, detentions and de-
portation, to stop their being criminalized. “We are law-
abiding working-class people that contribute to U.S. 
society.” Present immigration policy separates parents 
from their U.S.-born children by detaining and deport-
ing them. Under the Obama administration two million 
immigrants have been deported.

Immigrants from Mexico, El Salvador and 
Guatemala gathered at Broadway and Olympic, 
then marched over a mile to Grant Park where 
speakers addressed the demonstrators. Some of 
the banners and signs read: “Stop the detention 
and deportations, immigration reform with a 
path to citizenship NOW!”; “Legalize my parents,” 
with eight children holding the banner; “Union 
of Ex-Braceros”—workers brought in legally to 
work in the fields but without any rights. 

Surprisingly absent were many community groups 
who have marched in the yearly May Day immigrant 
workers’ marches, along with union members. 

Congress’ proposal for immigration reform has a 
path to citizenship that takes 13 years through a pu-
nitively stringent process. It invites young migrants 
to join the military as a path to citizenship. It pours 
$47 billion into militarizing the border, including 
drones, and its detention centers are actual prisons run 
by private corporations.

The immigration bill also includes a new guest 
worker bracero program. This version of “immigration 
reform” benefits capital production more than undocu-
mented workers, and is far from a compassionate im-
migration reform bill.  —Basho

AFL-CIO redefines 
labor movement 

Detroit—At the AFL-CIO convention, held for four 
days beginning Sept. 7 in Los Angeles, there were new 
elements that greeted the convention delegates. Many 
new and impressive posters towered over those present; 
there was an emphasis on social networking, and reso-
lutions passed that departed from the usual themes of 
the past.

The first thing that greeted the delegates when 
they went through the convention doors were booths 
staffed by young people to inform the delegates about 
using Facebook and Twitter. This introduction pre-
saged the content of the rest of the convention to reflect 
changed realities, modernity and the need to adopt new 
perspectives and goals. 

The primary thrust for all of this was articulated 
by AFL-CIO President Rich Trumka, who outlined a re-
view of the deficiencies of past practices and projected 
an entirely new view of what was needed to “put move-
ment back into the labor movement.” Central to this, 
he said, is to open membership of the AFL-CIO to oth-
ers who are not members of unions but share the same 
objectives. 

This perspective was evident in the conven-
tion invitations to groups like the NAACP, Na-
tional Organization for Women, the Sierra Club, 
the National Council of La Raza, Moms Rising, 
and a variety of other labor-oriented councils 
and youth groups.

Just how non-AFL-CIO members would be incor-
porated, and if they would be required to pay dues, has 
yet to be decided. But the aim of this effort is clearly to 
increase the membership of the AFL-CIO, which con-
sists of 57 labor unions whose membership has been 
steadily declining. That reflects the fact that unions 
in the private sector have dropped to just 6.6% of the 
workforce, down from over 33% at the height of a vital 
labor movement in the 1940s and 1950s.

The delegates redefined the labor movement as 
more than union members. They passed a resolution 
to include within the labor movement all workers who 
are fighting to improve their standard of living. They 
elected Bhairavi Desai, the woman executive director 
of the New York Taxi Workers Alliance, to the AFL-CIO 
executive council. They elected Tefere Gebre, a Nigeri-
an immigrant, as executive vice president, the number 
three position in the union. 

 It remains to be seen if the building of coali-
tions will produce results. While many initiatives 
of the union were applauded, there were several 
criticisms of the lack of any nuts and bolts issues 
of workers on their existing working conditions. 
Only one report was devoted to the vital areas of 
speed-up, discrimination, safety and harassment.

The deplorable condition of the organized labor 
movement is due primarily to the past failure of the 
union bureaucracy to provide the militant leadership 
reflecting the fighting spirit of the rank-and-file work-
ers. This huge separation between the workers and the 
union bureaucracy is today so large that many workers 
see the bureaucracy as the enemy rather than protec-
tor. 

For decades the bureaucracy has become more 
identified with the corporations than the aspirations 
of the workers. That has resulted in the opposition of 
the workers to their so-called leadership and the tragic 
decline of the labor movement in the nation.

—Andy Phillips

Detroit workers fight 
for jobs and pensions

Detroit—Just one day after Detroit Emergency 
Manager Kevyn Orr announced changes to city work-
ers’ pensions and healthcare benefits, printed booklets 
arrived in the mail detailing them. Though Orr’s fil-
ing for bankruptcy for Detroit is still undergoing legal 
challenges, the benefits changes have clearly been long 
planned. 

All workers below the age of 65 will no longer be 
offered health plans. Instead they will receive an extra 
$125 per month to purchase their own coverage. Medi-
care eligible retirees will be offered “Medigap” plans. 
HMO plans will be free, but a premium will be charged 
for broader coverage.

Current employees’ pensions will be frozen, 
and no pensions offered to new hires. Aggressive 
efforts to reduce the city payroll by outsourcing 
jobs to private contractors will continue. The 
plan to turn the Water Department into a “pub-
lic-private” entity includes eliminating 80% of 
the city workers currently employed there.

In response to the selling off of Detroit by capital-
ists anxious to profit from other’s misery, alternative 
visions and activism continue. An example comes from 
Detroit Public Schools Board of Education member and 
Mexican-American activist Elena Herrada. She wrote 
recently: “As a school board member, which is the ca-
nary in the mine of Detroit takeovers, I have seen first-
hand the abuse of power. There has to be a truth cam-
paign to counter the lies and half-truths piled on us by 
the media. We need to be in direct contact with each 
other to bear witness and share stories.

“There are big things coming up in Detroit: the 
City Council needs all the help they can get from sell-
ing what’s left of their souls, so if you can attend their 
meetings to help ward off the Barclay’s $350 million 
that Kevyn Orr is trying to borrow, please do. It’s like 
someone stole our ID and opened up endless credit 
cards, sold our homes and is now trying to take out 
loans in our name. This is like a giant identity theft 
that the banks are in on.… 

“The same identity thieves now want to file 
for bankruptcy so we can’t get pensions long 
earned and promised, so they can give it to the 
banks. Having experienced emergency manage-
ment of the Detroit Schools, I can tell you with 
absolute certainty that emergency managers do 
not get us out of debt. 

“They got us into millions more debt and closed 
schools and have students piled up 45 and 50 deep in 
classrooms....Our educational situation is abysmal due 
to Emergency Creation brought to us by the state that 
thinks Black children’s best purpose is to funnel educa-
tion money to the rich.

“We can beat this looting back if we stay organized 
and focused. It is hard and can be demoralizing at 
times, but we have the moral high ground …We can do 
this, and we will. See you at the barricades!”

—Susan Van Gelder
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economist interpretation of Marx. 
On the contrary, instead of facing the reality 

of his failure to fully comprehend the philosophy 
of Marx, he stoops to Stalinist-type amalgam-
building. The “vogue” of Marx’s Humanism, he 
now dares claim, “fits” the welfare state!
WHAT IS ECONOMISM?

Paul Mattick’s presumptuousness in declaring the 
authentic voice of “the young Marx” to be that of some 
“unMarxian Marx” has one salutary effect....Now the 
reader...feels compelled to return to the beginning of 
the formless book to see what is Mattick’s comprehen-
sion of Marxism.

The first chapter where Paul Mattick deals directly 
with Marx on Marx’s own, not Keynes’, foundations is 

Chapter 3, “Marx’s Labor Theory of Value.” This, and 
the chapters on “Accumulation and the Falling Rate of 
Profit” as well as the two chapters on “The Realization 
of Surplus Value,” and “Capitalism in Crises” are the 
best in the book. Mattick has always written seriously 
when criticizing Marxists who departed from the “ma-
terialism” of Marx. On that point he is even capable of 
escaping his own narrow economism.

Thus, in taking other Marxian economists to task, 
he writes: “When Marx speaks of the ‘law of value’ as 
relating to a deeper reality which underlies the capi-
talist economy, he refers to the ‘life process of society 
based on the material process of production’” (p. 29). 
Thus, also, he criticises George Lichtheim for identi-
fying the Ricardian and Marxian law of value while 
heaping empty praise upon Marx as “the last, as well 
as the greatest of the classical economists.” Mattick 
comments: “Even though Marx accepted and developed 
Ricardo’s value theory, he was not the ‘greatest’ of the 
classical economists, but their adversary” (p. 28).

Here he himself draws a sharp distinction between 
narrow economism and Marx’s concept of the “life pro-
cess of society based on the material process of produc-
tion.” Nor does Mattick limit his criticism to reformists, 
but extends it to revolutionary Marxists. Thus, he hits 
out against Hilferding for reducing Marx’s materialist 
conception of history to the value theory: “...the materi-
alist conception of history is not identical with the labor 
theory of value. It discusses social development in gen-
eral, of which capitalism is only a special case” (p. 34).

Nor, Mattick continues, is it “merely a question of 
conscious as against unconscious regulation” (p. 35). 
The law of value, and, inseparably from it, the 
law of surplus value, applies to capitalist societ-
ies and only to them....

But, while Mattick hits away at reformist and 
Communist economists, he himself does not break out 
of economism’s confines in the full tradition of the revo-
lutionary Marx who did not separate philosophy from 
economics because his Promethean vision of a classless 
society united, instead of divided, materialism and ide-
alism into that new human dimension he called “a thor-
oughgoing Naturalism or Humanism.”
WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY?

So foreign, to Mattick, is the integrality of Marx’s 
philosophy of history with his economic categories that 
he makes a total hash out of Marx’s original economic 
categories. Mattick forces into identity Marx’s split of 
classical political economy’s category of labor into ab-
stract and concrete labor, and the further singling out 
from labor, as activity, its commodity-form of appear-
ance, labor-power. Where Marx speaks of the twofold 
character of labor, Mattick “restates” it as “the twofold 
character of labor-power” (p. 57).

The obtuseness of Mattick to Marx’s philosophic 
analysis of the all-pervading fetishism of commodity-

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: The review-essay of Paul Mattick’s 
book Marx and Keynes, excerpted here, first appeared 
in the January 1970 News & Letters. Today’s revival 
of interest in Marx, especially since the onset of the 
2008 economic meltdown, includes a significant 
strain of economism and has revived controversies 
and issues addressed by Dunayevskaya then.

Economism vs. Marx’s humanism

This* is a most disappointing book. Or perhaps 
the more correct description would be: a most reveal-
ing book. In part, this is due to its sheer length (364 
pages), which allows the author (Paul Mattick) to make 
explicit what, heretofore, as essayist, he left only 
implicit. But the more fundamental reason for the 
revelatory character of the book is the timing. Ever 
since the Hungarian Revolution moved the Human-
ism of Marxism front-center of the historic stage, it 
has become impossible for economism to hide its un-
derlying anti-Marxism. 

Thus, though there was no backtracking on the 
part of Mattick from his wide knowledge of Marxian 
as well as Keynesian economics, and though the lu-
cidity of his style in book form is as illuminating as 
it has been these many years in essay form, the full 
book-length form, and the timing, revealed a 
shocking truth: his anti-Leninist obsession is, 
in reality, anti-Marxism.

Should this description of a Marxian economist 
sound defamatory, the reader must listen to Mat-
tick himself. The revelation of his rejection of Marx’s 
Humanism is his, not mine. It is he, not I, who is 
appalled at “the recent vogue of the socialist human-
ism of the young Marx, who considers the alienation 
of labor in capitalism a result of the ‘alienation of 
man from his true nature.’ This unMarxian Marx 
well fits the welfare state and can even be used in 
the ideological war against the ideological Marxism 
of the state-capitalist adversary” (p. 282, emphasis 
added).
THE REWRITING OF HISTORY

How like the state-capitalist ideologists calling 
themselves Communists—as well as today’s Trotsky-
ists—Paul Mattick sounds! His rewriting of history, 
no doubt, has different motivations than either those 
holding state-capitalist power, or hungering to do so. 
But this does not turn untruths into truths.

It was not the “welfare state,” but the Hungarian 
Freedom Fighters, the proletarian revolutionaries, who 
brought Marx’s Humanism from the musty bookshelves 
onto the world historic stage. It is not “the recent” wel-
fare state ideologist’s “use” of the “unMarxian Marx” 
that has produced the “vogue,” but the ceaseless East 
European revolts, from East Berlin, 1953, to Czechoslo-
vakia, 1968, that keeps Marx’s Humanism alive. The 
“young Marx’s” philosophy of liberation became, also, 
the underlying philosophy of the African Revolutions 
against Western Imperialism. Nor did Marx’s Human-
ism, in circling the globe, come to a standstill as it 
reached the so-called welfare states. On the contrary. 
In reaching the world citadel of the “welfare states,” the 
U.S., the theory of alienation of the “unMarxian Marx,” 
far from “fitting” the welfare state, gave birth to a new 
generation of revolutionaries, Black and white, who 
sought and are seeking to uproot it.

Indeed, to come from the sublime to the petty, 
even the aloof and mature Paul Mattick has been 
compelled to acknowledge the history-making 
long life of the now famous 1844 Economic-Philo-
sophic Manuscripts, albeit in a slanderous form. 

No doubt the “mature” Marxist economist had 
known of these long before now (1969, the year of publi-
cation of his Marx and Keynes). No doubt he knew about 
them long before the very first East European uprising 
of the East German workers who dared challenge both 
Russian Imperialism and their own state-capitalist 
overlords of the productive process. Simultaneously 
with that movement from below in the birthplace of 
Marx, a few brave intellectuals also confronted the 
Communist ideologists with Marx’s Humanism. This 
dual movement, from practice and from theory, howev-
er, had no more effect on Mattick’s economist interpre-
tation of Marx than the very first discovery of Marx’s 
Humanist Essays in the late 1920s by the great Marx-
ist scholar, Ryazanov. It needed a social revolution as 
great as October 1917, before it became possible to pry 
this unpublished heritage of Marx from the vaults of 
the Second International where they had lain buried 
since the death of Engels.

In a word, at no time from their first discov-
ery, through the period they made history anew 
in live class battles, until today, did the authentic 
voice of Marx— of Marx, not Lenin, of Marx’s phi-
losophy of liberation, not of Lenin’s theory of the 
“vanguard party”—cause Mattick to question his 

form, literally calls for him to make such false identifi-
cation as if it were, indeed, the commodity rather than 
the activity which “produces” value and surplus value. 
The twofold character of the commodity—use-value 
and exchange-value—is of course only the phenomenal 
expression, the cover-up of the exploitative relationship 
at the point of production, all of which Mattick “knows” 
very well. Then why attempt, with a single stroke of 
the pen, to do away with the fetishism of commodities 
by identifying Marx’s analysis of labor, as activity, with 
labor-power as commodity?

Had the mature Mattick followed Marx into the la-
bor process itself, he could not have mixed up “economic 
categories” and could not have escaped seeing the la-
bor-capital relationship as not only an exploitative one, 
but also a perverted one. Throughout the four volumes 

of Capital, the most mature Marx pounds away at 
this capitalistic perversion—the reification of labor, 
the transformation of man into a thing and the re-
volt of the workers against this.

Evidently, for the knowledgable Paul Mattick, 
the commodity-form holds no secrets; labor and 
labor-power may appear synonymous to one who 
doesn’t feel the full weight of the capitalistic perver-
sion of subject to object, of man into mere append-
age to machine, of the transformation of concrete 
labor into the abstraction, value. 

But Marx, after laboring more than a decade 
with the exposition of the fetishism of the commod-
ity-form which, on the surface, appeared so simple 
that all “took it for granted,” was still dissatisfied 
even after the first edition of Capital was published 
in 1867.

It was only after the workers had shown them-
selves anew as creative “Subject,” and not merely 
as exploited “substance,” by “storming the heavens” 
and creating a totally new form of workers rule—the 
Paris Commune; and only after Marx himself ana-
lyzed this greatest revolution of his lifetime—The 
Civil War in France—that he again reworked that 
most famous section of Chapter 1, “The Fetishism 
of Commodities” in the French edition of Capital, 
1872-75. Only then was he finally satisfied with the 
simplicity of his answer to the question: Whence the 

fetishism of commodities? “From the form itself.”
The whole point was that not only is the form 

“fantastic” that makes “social relations appear 
as material relations between things,” but that, 
under capitalism, that is what “they really are.”

Without full comprehension of this philosophy, 
Mattick ends, not only by separating what Marx had 
united—philosophy and economics—but, inescapably, 
isolates himself from the voices from below in his era 
and thus falls prey to Keynes....

The result is that his only “original” catego-
ry for world economic development of our era is 
“mixed economy.” Even the concept of state-cap-
italism becomes subordinated to the “theory” of 
the mixed economy. No wonder he falls such easy 
prey to the Keynesian “revolution” in economics 
that he reverses history itself to make it fit the 
economic theories of Keynes. “Though carried out 
in the name of Marx,” writes Mattick (in referring both 
to the 1917 Revolution and to the imperialist adven-
tures of present-day Russian Communism, as well as 
the African Revolutions** which broke out spontaneous-
ly, totally unconnected with Communism), “the state 
capitalist or state socialist revolutions would be better 
described as ‘Keynesian revolutions’” (p. 279).
MATTICK’S HOSTILITY TO THE PROLETARIAT

We have no time to waste on exposing such a fan-
tastic turning upside down of actual social revolutions 
which produced phenomenal changes in bourgeois 
economics, not to mention Mattick’s retiming of his-
tory so that Keynesian economics, which was not born 
until the 1930s, nevertheless “fits” 1917. What is of 
importance is that this has led him to bring into the 
open, his anti-proletarian “philosophy,” which both ob-
jectively and subjectively, does indeed fit in with state-
capitalism and “welfare state” ideologists as well as 
with all who have departed from Marxism.

Like all of them, Mattick abuses Marx’s vision of 
the revolutionary nature of the proletariat—“The pro-
letariat is revolutionary or it is nothing”—in order to 
shout loud his hostility to the proletariat: “At present 
it (the proletariat) is nothing...” (p. 337).

It is this anti-proletarian attitude that is his one 
true underlying “philosophy,” be it in his analysis 
of Marx whom he is supposed to be following, or of 
Keynes whom he is supposed to be opposing; be it in 
his professional anti-Leninism or in his deliberately 
ambiguous degrading of the African Revolutions. It 
is this hostility to the proletariat that has caused his 
self-paralysis every time he faces the integrality of 
philosophy and revolution.

The Oct. 23, 1956, rally in Budapest at the statue of General Bem, a Pole who fought 
with the Hungarians in the 1848 revolution, expressed Hungarians’ solidarity with the 
striking Polish workers. This rally touched off the Hungarian Revolution.

** For a discussion of the African Revolutions, see my Nation-
alism, Communism, Marxist Humanism and The Afro-Asian 
Revolutions. For an on-the-spot report directly from Africa, 
see my Political Letters, Nos. 34 thru 39. Both are available 
through News and Letters Committees.

* Marx and Keynes, The Limits of the Mixed Economy, by Paul 
Mattick (Extending Horizons Books, Boston, Mass., 1969).
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ESSAY
Reagan his opening to order an invasion was the coun-
ter-revolution within the Grenada ruling Army-Party-
State that culminated in the murder of Premier Mau-
rice Bishop. The invasion became the opening chapter 
of a restoration of Pax Americana.
INNER-CIRCLE MARXISM

Just four months earlier Maurice Bishop, in a June 
28, 1983, Village Voice interview, hinted at the early 

influences on leaders of the New Jewel Move-
ment of the writings coming from the Black 
Power movement, mentioning Frantz Fanon 
and Malcolm X by name. Bishop alluded to 
leaders in the early 1970s beginning to take 
up the “classical socialist works” and moving 
to a “materialist conception of the world.” He 
famously answered the interviewer’s inquir-
ing about the man, Karl Marx, the centenary 
of whose death was 1983, by saying, “I’m try-
ing not to say his name.” 

What was said with a laugh had serious 
bearings on the beginnings of the Grenada 
Revolution and its end. According to Bishop’s 
account, New Jewel Movement leaders were 
studying Karl Marx and his successors while 
working out their relationship to Marxism, 
including their relationship to Castro. But 
the party manifesto, issued in 1973 on the 
eve of independence under the neo-colonialist 
government headed by onetime labor leader 
Eric Gairy, shared no such philosophic un-

derpinnings with the workers and peasants of Grenada.
The Manifesto of the New Jewel Movement began 

with: “All This Has Got to Stop,” and concluded the 
introduction with: “To create the new life for the new 
man in the society, it is necessary that we reject the 
present economic and political system which we live 
under.” But the manifesto had not gone beyond stoking 
dissatisfaction over corruption, prices and a widening 
gap between haves and have-nots.

The New Jewel Movement was not the first 
revolutionary group to have one message for the 
leadership, and another for the people. By mis-
trusting the masses and hiding full internal de-
bates on revolution, these parties hardly surpass 
conventional ask-for-your-vote bourgeois politi-
cians.

New Jewel 
Movement lead-
ers might have 
thought that the 
revolution of 1979 
under their ban-
ner that over-
threw Gairy’s 
government, with 
mass support, 
vindicated their 
rigid confinement 
of the debate on Marxism to an inner circle. In real-
ity, excluding the masses from debating the aims of the 
revolution left them as taken for granted, and allowed 
the disagreements among the leaders to degenerate 
into the worst kind of state-capitalist dead ends.

 The rest of the leadership had actually cen-
sured Bishop in October 1982, while co-leader 
Bernard Coard had been stripped of some au-
thority. Yet Bishop and the rest of the New Jewel 
Movement maintained a public united front, all 
the while excluding the masses from the private-
ly kept disputes of the leadership. 

The leadership rift became public knowledge on 
Oct. 12, 1983, when the army arrested Bishop. Agita-
tion of the masses freed Bishop from jail, but only in 
time to watch the army under Gen. Hudson Austin fire 
on the crowd that had liberated him. Bishop responded, 
“My God, my God, they have turned the guns against 
the people” before he himself was murdered.
COUNTER-REVOLUTION FROM WITHIN

Bishop had been the New Jewel Movement’s pop-
ular face to the Grenadian masses. Yet despite their 
spontaneous intervention to free him after his arrest 
revealing their involvement in revolutionary thought 
and activity, he had kept Party disputes within the 
leadership—disputes that ultimately were settled with 
his blood and the blood of those killed in the rally at 
the jail. 

Unlike the counter-revolution within the revolution 
under Stalin after the 1917 Russian Revolution, there 
was no class basis in Grenada for counter-revolution. 
Yet in a state-capitalist world, counter-revolution deep-
ened to the point of the shooting of both Bishop and the 
masses. That counter-revolution took place apart from, 
and prior to, Reagan’s counter-revolutionary interven-
tions. 

Grenada had been receiving aid from Cuba, 
and the model of the Cuban state loomed larger 

by Bob McGuire
Revolution in Grenada caught the world’s atten-

tion in 1979. The New Jewel Movement, which linked 
itself to the Black Power movement, had upset Britain’s 
neo-colonialist succession (though Grenada stayed in 
the British Commonwealth) and appeared to be a bea-
con for revolutions to follow in the Caribbean.

Ronald Reagan’s invasion of Grenada in October 
1983 was pro-
moted as more 
than merely de-
feating a coun-
try the size of 
Flint, Michi-
gan, by force of 
arms. His sup-
porters claimed 
that Grenada 
put an end to 
the era of de-
featism since 
Vietnam and 
turned around 
the failed Bay 
of Pigs 1961 in-
vasion of Cuba. 

What hap-
pened on one 
tiny island 
30 years ago 
raised issues at the time that transcended the borders 
of Grenada to the idea of revolution throughout the Ca-
ribbean, the Third World and beyond. In place of the 
post-World War II struggle between the U.S. and state-
capitalist Russia, Reagan now asserted single world 
mastery. He went further than the post-war practice of 
barely-covert overthrows of populist and socialist gov-
ernments in Iran in 1953, Guatemala in 1956 and Chile 
in 1973 to claim the right to a state of permanent war.
THE BEGINNING OF THE ‘CHANGED WORLD’

Reagan met with resistance to his next target, over-
throwing the Sandinista government in Nicaragua. But 
in Grenada, he permanently altered the stage of U.S. 
imperialism to what Raya Dunayevskaya called in 1986 
“the Changed World.” Later, in the name of “anti-ter-
rorism,” political opponents of George W. Bush’s wars 
feared failing to endorse them, and avowedly anti-Iraq 
war Obama felt compelled to continue managing them.  

Grenada represented for Dunayevskaya a reason to 
look back at “30 years of movements from practice that 
were themselves forms of theory.” Grenada: Revolu-
tion, Counter-revolution, Imperialist Invasion contains 
Dunayevskaya’s lead-editorial for News & Letters from 
December 1983 and her Political-Philosophic Letter of 
Nov. 28, 1983. (Portions of the pamphlet are available 
as an appendix to Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American 
Black Thought published in 1986, and as an appendix 
to John Alan’s Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles in 
2003.) The original pamphlet contained as well an eye-
witness account of the counter-revolution and invasion 
of Grenada, critical to combating the collective amnesia 
of much of the Left over events when facts don’t fit their 
narrative.
REAGAN’S RETROGRESSION

From the 1979 revolution on, and particularly after 
Reagan took office, Grenada had been in the crosshairs 
of U.S. imperialism. Candidate Reagan in 1979 had de-
clared that “the Caribbean is rapidly becoming a Com-
munist lake in what should be an American pond.” 

Upon assuming office in 1981 Reagan immediately 
decreed that it was “morning in America.” His words 
and actions declared that it was morning in white 
America, seizing on racist divisions even within the la-
bor movement. 

Reagan immediately crushed PATCO, the union of 
air traffic controllers, with the nominally left-leaning 
IAM (International Association of Machinists) as his 
stooge. The IAM directed their members to cross PAT-
CO picket lines. Crushing the PATCO strike signaled 
the end of the New Deal era reliance on trade unions 
as junior partners against the working class, and eased 
the way toward general union busting. 

Continuing his policies of retrogression beyond 
U.S. borders, how could Reagan not have targeted Gre-
nada? Not just as a revolution in the Caribbean, which, 
long before Reagan, the U.S. had considered its own 
lake, but as an avowedly Black revolution, and as a gov-
ernment forming closer ties with Cuba, Grenada was 
an irritant to Reagan in inverse proportion to its size 
and military power.
COUNTER-REVOLUTION INVITES 
U.S. INVASION

The pretext for the invasion of Grenada in October 
1983 was the supposed necessity of ensuring the safety 
of American medical students. But what really gave 

than the 1959 Revolution itself. Fidel Castro had 
spoken after Batista had been toppled, declaring 
the Cuban Revolution to be a Humanistic revolu-
tion. Later, by aligning Cuba with state-capitalist 
Russia as a counter to the imperialist U.S., Cas-
tro had allied with those who since the 1956 Hun-
garian Revolution had propagandized and acted 
against the very concept of Marxism as a human-
ism. 

Yet Castro still positioned himself as a supporter 
of international revolution, from Angola to Bolivia. 
Cuba’s material support for Grenada included not only 
food and equipment, but also medical and technical 
personnel. 

Castro’s contribution to political disputes after the 
Grenadian Revolution, far from being a theory of revo-
lution, much less Marx’s theory of permanent revolu-
tion, was confined to the “principle of non-interference 
in internal affairs.”

In Grenada, that meant confining all questions and 
decisions of revolution to a Central Committee, with 
the rank and file reduced to muscle—and ultimately, 
to cannon fodder. Castro praised Bishop for not taking 
the disagreements among the leadership to the masses. 

Castro’s “principle” ignored the history of actual 
revolutionaries: Karl Marx not only included in the In-
ternational Workingmen’s Association revolutionaries 
of the Paris Commune, including even non-Marxists, 
but saw to the burial of the IWA when it had ceased to 
be revolutionary. Lenin had threatened the Politburo 
in 1917 that he would go over their heads and appeal to 
the rank and file of the workers and sailors if revolution 
were not placed on the agenda.
C.L.R. JAMES INVERTS ANTI-VANGUARDISM

For most of the 20th century the Caribbean had 
been a vital incubator for the African revolutions and 
for developing Marxist theory. But in the face of the 
trajectory of the Grenadian Revolution, some theories 
fell short. Bukka Rennie followed C.L.R. James’ form 
of state-capitalist theory to conclude that, despite the 
class basis of state-capitalism, in the Caribbean, Carib-
bean Stalinism and Revolutionary Marxism were not 
hostile to each other.

C.L.R. James had been co-leader with Dunayevs-
kaya between 1941 and 1955 in the Johnson-Forest 
Tendency, which had not only projected the organiza-
tion’s critique of Russia as a state-capitalist society, 
but had been working out new forms of revolutionary 
organization in place of the discredited vanguard par-
ty. But in a 1964 appendix to his study of the Haitian 
Revolution, The Black Jacobins, James identified Cas-
tro with Toussaint L’Ouverture. In 1983 Dunayevskaya 
found that James had strayed so far from his roots as 
to justify the army attacking the people of Grenada. 
He claimed the army was meeting the demands of the 
masses for leadership.  

Dunayevskaya’s analysis of Grenada has be-
come more important in the intervening 30 years. 
In 1983, “experts” like Ramsey Clark rewrote his-
tory so as to blame Reagan alone for the end of 
the Grenadian Revolution, and to whitewash 
New Jewel Movement Leaders Coard and Austin. 
After further practice, Ramsey Clark has reap-
peared in Syria and gone to bat for the butcher 
Assad. 

History shows that it is the task of revolutionaries 
to make sure that working out a philosophy of revolu-
tion involves the revolutionary masses and solidarity 
across borders, to avert yet more failed revolutions.

Todayness of the Grenadian counter-revolution 
and the U.S. invasion on its 30th anniversary
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READERS’VIEWSI read “Racism and the fight against 
it take center stage in the U.S.,” in the 
Sept.-Oct. News & Letters and need to 
respond to President Obama’s 
refusal to act on the racism be-
hind bars, the “disenfranchise-
ment of convicted felons” and 
the potential hiring of some-
one like New York City Police 
Chief Ray Kelly who is strictly 
against a policy to change the 
state of racism.

The greatest achievement 
that came with Obama win-
ning the presidency was the 
fact that he was an African American. 
Obama can’t change anything for Black 
America that ain’t in the program. Were 
is the international concern for the Afri-
can plight in America?  Willie

Beeville, Texas
***

“Racism and the fight against it” 
was rewarding reading, presenting the 
current situation in the context of the 
unfinished American revolution, as 
discussed in Dunayevskaya’s American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as 
Vanguard. Contemporary gun rights 
stand-your-ground thinking and vigilan-
te justice as a latter day outgrowth of a 
post-Reconstruction Southern Jim Crow 
concept of Law and Order—where white 
men conducted paramilitary patrols to 
police the never-ending escapes and re-
bellions of slaves—was all tied together.

In the context of the history spelled 
out in ACOT, today’s prison system is an 
outgrowth of a society that was under 
slave patrols and slavemasters’ sum-
mary justice. Immigrant worker

Bay Area
***

I was raised with racist, immigrant-
hating parents and I took their racism 
as my own. Then I moved to Chicago and 
started my own trucking company. Lots 
of the workers the company hired were 
Black and Latino. They were just the 
nicest, most honest people I ever met, 
compared with my parents and the peo-
ple they hung out with. I was surprised 
they were not how I was told they would 
be. They changed my mind about the 
racism I was taught and now I am free 
from it. A changed man

Chicago
***

N&L has been a political tool that 
I use to help prisoners understand the 
world we live in. The paper has been one 
of the many to help keep us up on what’s 
happening, especially during the cur-
rent hunger strike here in Pelican Bay. 
The independent press is essential for 
a real movement for human rights and 
justice. Our class enemies realize this—
this is why N&L was recently censored 
here. My only suggestion is for there to 
be more articles about Chicano/as.

Prisoner
Crescent City, Calif.

***
Before the 2012 presidential elec-

tion, President Obama spoke out in fa-
vor of the Dream Act which gives a path 
to citizenship to undocumented youth 
who migrated to the U.S. with their par-
ents when children. His position today 
has been ambivalent as other issues like 
the debt ceiling have taken priority. But 
while the Dream Act is on Obama’s back 
burner, over two million migrants have 
been deported under his administration. 
Shame. Japanese American

Los Angeles

•
LABOR UNDER ATTACK

On Oct. 1, thousands of Los Ange-
les County social services workers of 
SEIU Local 721 rallied and marched 
from downtown L.A.’s financial district 
to the County Board of Supervisors to 
voice opposition to the new contract pro-
posal. The old contract expired the day 
before. They have not had a cost of liv-
ing increase for the last five years while 
each social worker’s caseload has dra-
matically increased. An organizer said 
the present proposal was unacceptable. 

Although it offers a 3% wage increase, 
workers must pay a larger percentage 
for healthcare. The net result is a de-

cline in their wages. With 
that kind of deal, I can’t 
help but support them.

Retired worker
Los Angeles

***
In 1968 the minimum 

wage covered 90% of the 
poverty level. Today it cov-
ers only 59%! If the mini-
mum wage kept up with 
inflation, it would be about 

$15 an hour instead of the incredibly low 
$7.25. The income gap between the 1% 
ultra rich and the rest of us is wider now 
than since the “gilded age” of the 1890s. 
Workers are mobilizing throughout the 
country to mark the 75th anniversary of 
the first minimum wage and to demand 
a living wage. Green activist

New York City
***

Capitalism is running out of places 
to look for lower-wage workers and cheap 
energy. It paints exploitation as econom-
ic development, which translates into 
substandard living for workers in places 
like Bangladesh. Here in Los Angeles, 
a young worker told me she is working 
80 hours a week to save money for col-
lege. Another told me she works up to 60 
hours some weeks. Capital brings with 
it its own end, which will be when the 
unemployed and the displaced will rise 
against capital’s mode of thinking and 
producing. Teacher

Los Angeles
***

The U.S. default “crisis” will provide 
an excuse to cut Social Security, Medi-
care and other programs that benefit 
the working class. The ruling elite will 
not allow the U.S. to default. The Tea 
Party denizens will be betrayed by the 
corporate leadership of their Republican 
Party just as the liberals will be betrayed 
by the equally corporate leadership of 
their Democratic Party. As Obama just 
pointed out regarding the default crisis 
and the national debt: everything else 
is up for negotiation, except increased 
taxes on the ruling elite.  Subscriber

New York
***

Automation in the service sector 
continues to eliminate jobs. DTE En-
ergy, which provides electricity and gas 
to Southeast Michigan, is installing out-
side meters that can be read with an 
electronic device from a passing vehicle. 
This will greatly reduce the number of 
meter readers. A young DTE worker 
said, “I hope I’ll still be working; I hope 
they find us other jobs in the company.”

Senior Citizen
Detroit

•
CTA vs. THE HOMELESS

The new “Ventra” card pay system 
for the Chicago Transit Authority seems 
designed to rip off riders as much as pos-
sible. If you have a problem with the ma-
chine and have to cancel a transaction, 
you don’t get the money, only a receipt, 
and have to call their service number. It’s 
going to be hard on the homeless who de-
pend on the trains at night. Having been 
homeless myself, I know how painful it’s 
going to be. Chicago contracted out to a 
California company for this mess, Cubic 
Transportation Systems Inc., so home-
less people who end up frozen this win-
ter will have literally been privatized to 
death. I told a CTA employee, “I know 
this wasn’t your idea, but anyone who 
votes for Emanuel for Mayor again...” 
She finished my thought: “...they should 
be shot!” Formerly homeless

Chicago

•
DISABILITY AND HUMANITY
I’ve just learned about several par-

ents murdering their children with dis-
abilities and it is extremely upsetting. 
One parent I read about said that they 

“were doing their child a favor” and they 
“can’t understand what all the fuss is 
about.” They act like they are entitled to 
this inhuman act, and more and more 
people seem to agree with them. Some 
of these children have the same disabili-
ties as my daughter. It makes me un-
believably sad. I yearn for a new world 
where all children and adults are cher-
ished as every human being should be. 
This is one of the reasons Marxist-Hu-
manism is so important to me. It calls 
for the removal of capitalism and state-
capitalism and the working out of a new 
world for our times. Suzanne Rose

Chicago

•
ABORTION IS A HUMAN NEED
Working at a clinic that offers abor-

tions is exhausting yet rewarding! No 
one can possibly understand 
what it’s like when I am 
discharging a patient and 
she says “Thank you.” It’s 
not about hearing a pa-
tient saying those words. 
It’s about the way she says 
it. From her heart. It’s her 
knowing I’m not there to judge 
her, but instead it’s me being there for 
her. It’s because for her I was that one 
person who listened and cared enough 
to say, “It will be okay,” or, “Trust me, 
I do understand what you are going 
through.”

 Clinic Worker
USA

•
EGYPT’S CONTRADICTIONS
When the Muslim Brotherhood was 

elected in Egypt, I thought they were the 
most incompetent rulers I had ever seen. 
Instead of uniting Egypt they started 
killing people. The only thing I had 
liked about Mubarak was that he sup-
pressed the Muslim Brotherhood. Now 
the army has taken over and is killing 
thousands. How did those who created 
the revolution in Tahrir Square respond 
to the fact that their enemies, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, are being murdered in 
the streets? Long-time activist

Utah
***

Terry Moon’s column in the Sept.-
Oct. N&L quoted a lot from Egyptian-
American feminist and writer Mona 
Eltahawy. Eltahawy was in Egypt when 
the army arrested President Morsi. She 
is no fan of the Muslim Brotherhood. Yet 
she took a principled position: the army 
is not our friend. The army is clever, 
had been looking for ways to destroy the 
revolution, and found a popular way to 
move. The army is conducting a propa-
ganda campaign, calling those who op-
pose them “terrorists.” It’s divided the 
revolutionary movement. It’s important 
to support those like Eltahawy who are 
opposed to any fascism, be it from reli-
gious fundamentalists or secular forces.

Women’s Liberationist
Illinois

•
DETROIT CRISIS

Some young men at the Social Secu-
rity office told me a man in a suit “gave 
them some blue shirts with [Detroit 
Mayoral Candidate] Duggan’s name on 
it and $45 to be given to us at 5:30.” All 
they had to do was walk around and ask 
people: “Do you live in Detroit?” “If they 
say yes,” the men continued, “We were 
to give them some pictures or paper 
with Duggan’s name on it and say, ‘He 
will turn Detroit around.’ So we did.” I 
asked why? They said they did not have 
any money and they were hungry. Then, 
they asked, “Who is this white man any-
way?” I just said, ”A white man who will 

make it harder for you, your family and 
friends.” Latina activist

Detroit
***

I appreciated the article “Detroit 
defends homes.” The author describes 
how the Detroit Eviction Defense Center 
is a small but growing group, where, she 
stresses, “We want to pull people in, so 
that they see others thinking creatively, 
and begin to talk to each other about 
how to make their block safer.” I take it 
she means save our neighborhoods from 
thugs in three-piece suits with eviction 
notices, as well as thugs with guns about 
to mug you. I’m all for real law and or-
der, which comes from the community 
rank and file. Renter

Northern California

•
NUCLEAR PERIL

While the U.S. and other Western 
nations hold Iran’s feet to the fire in 
terms of stopping the enriching of ura-
nium for nuclear bombs, Chernobyl and 
Fukushima prove that even nuclear en-
ergy is destructive of the earth’s ecology. 
Two years after the Fukushima reactor 
meltdown, it is still draining tons of ra-
dioactive groundwater into the ocean 
daily. The process of building nuclear 
power plants contributes tons of green-
house gases into the atmosphere. It is 
not a green technology. Decades after 
the “Atoms for Peace” policy in the 1950s 
and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty (NPT) signed in 1970 that allows non-
nuclear countries to build nuclear reac-
tors, the NPT is irrelevant. 

 Basho
Los Angeles

•
WHY A NEWSPAPER LIKE N&L?

I really appreciate reading the news 
from a perspective other than the main-
stream media. When I am finished read-
ing your newspapers, I always donate 
them to one of the library shelves so oth-
ers can read them. Thank you for your 
generosity. Prisoner

Ontario, Ore.
***

I want to thank all at N&L as well 
as the donor that paid for my subscrip-
tion for making this paper happen for 
us. What I like the most is that your 
paper touches on many things that the 
news on TV does not. And when the TV 
news does talk about it, it’s all cut down 
to how “they” want us to see it. But your 
paper puts it out there for the people the 
way it is. Latino prisoner

Crescent City, Calif.
***

The ideas and philosophies ex-
pressed within N&L are relevant to all 
international human rights struggles 
that are being waged against the diabol-
ical empire of U.$. imperialism. Howev-
er, for N&L to continue to exemplify con-
crete examples of intercommunalism, it 
must commit at least an entire section of 
its paper to report and to receive reports 
on the human rights struggles within 
these slave kamps so that the humanity 
of political prisoners, prisoners of wars, 
activists, etc., can reverberate through-
out the world. This way our oppressors’ 
ability to criminalize our human rights 
struggles, as was the case with our most 
recent hunger strike, can be neutralized.

Kijana Tashiri Askari
Crescent City, Calif.

***
Editor’s note: N&L regularly prints 

reports on and voices from prisoners’ 
struggles. We invite prisoners—and all 
others who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracies—to send in your views, 
ideas and reports on struggles for 
freedom and debates on revolutionary 
ideas.

U.S. RACISM AND BLACK AND LATINO STRUGGLES
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SYRIA AND WORLD POLITICS
The recent arrangement regard-

ing the dismantling of Syria’s chemical 
weapons points to renewed tensions be-
tween a resurgent Russia 
and a U.S. increasingly 
unsure of how to relate 
to the opposition move-
ment. The threat of a 
“limited” strike on Syr-
ian military facilities—
without simultaneously 
formulating an analysis 
of how this would impact upon Assad’s 
campaign—reflects the White House’s 
frustration and lack of confidence with 
the opposition, which thus far has failed 
to manifest a political stance conducive 
to U.S. imperialism’s interests. As long 
as the rebellion—which started as a 
secular, pro-democratic movement—re-
tains genuine revolutionary aspirations, 
the U.S. will always hesitate to assist it, 
even in the face of the Syrian regime’s 
brutality. Revolutionary

Britain
***

Congratulations to Syrian dictator 
and mass murderer Bashar al-Assad. 
He has successfully united the Right-
wing Tea Party and the Left-wing pro-
gressive/liberal/Left against those pes-
ky “terrorists” who thought they could 
overthrow him and get some interna-
tional help. He is winning! Socialist

Memphis
***

How can genocide be justified? Some 
in the Left justify it the way they always 
do: by claiming that the enemy of my en-
emy is my friend. They stop at this first 
negation. When they can’t bear to look 
at what they’re really saying, they send 
former Green Party candidate Cynthia 
McKinney over there to say she didn’t 
see any homeless people in Damascus, 
despite the hundreds of thousands of 
homeless and internally displaced. 

Furious
Chicago

•
WARS PAST AND PRESENT

The first Black U.S. president to 
visit Rangoon (on the “road to democra-

cy”) is also a U.S. president who preach-
es the spread of an “American tradition,” 
by supporting two sets of generals from 
the juntas of Burma and Egypt. This 
administration refuses to call a coup a 
coup in Egypt while, at the same time, 
celebrating General Thein Sein’s media 
coup by awarding him a White House re-
ception and promises of U.S. trade deals, 
while Kachin Christians and Rohingya 
Muslims continue to be slaughtered by 
helicopter gunships. From Burma

California
***

Dunayevskaya’s “Detroit 1967: ‘Law 
and Order’ from the Barrel of a Gun” 
(Sept.-Oct. 2013 N&L), brought in spe-
cific details of the movement to reach 
for the philosophic essence. The kind 
of thinking allows the reader, not just 
to read and “absorb,” but to think and 
see new horizons and connections. One 
could see key criticisms of Johnson’s war 
in Vietnam in 1967, as well as the pre-
cursors of George Zimmerman vigilan-
tism in 2013. As terror was being spread 
by endless U.S. napalm bombs in Viet-
nam, what Dunayevskaya was describ-
ing about the terror campaign in Detroit 
at the same time was not just about De-
troit. I hear her philosophic voice bring-
ing in echoes of a similar campaign half-
way across the globe.

 Asian immigrant
Northern California

***
Glen Greenwald wrote for The 

Guardian about Edward Snowden as a 
whistleblower. His partner was arrested 
and interrogated for nine hours before 
being released. The Egyptian military 
arrested and detained a Canadian pho-
tographer who happened onto the mili-
tary beating and killing of protesters. 
They are criminalizing whistleblowers 
for telling the truth. Manel

Los Angeles

•
PHILOSOPHY AND MASSES
There are endless articles in many 

Left publications that focus on activ-
ity, where theory and philosophy are 
relegated to a few throwaway conclud-
ing phrases. It is presumed that “the-
ory and philosophy” are something the 

big-(European)-man of letters does, not 
workers, youth, women, people of color. 
These people will act, we will tell them 
what their practice means. What makes 
N&L precious to me is that philosophy 
is part of the organic whole. The tran-
scendental is immanent in the kind of 
empirical detail and the way it is chosen. 
The universal is in the particular. 

Htun Lin
Bay Area

***
One of the most striking things that 

I have noticed in distributing N&L is 
the interest in Marx. I wore a Karl Marx 
T-shirt, and a good number of people 
stopped and asked if N&L was a Marx-
ist newspaper and then asked for a copy. 
One student said, “Anything about Marx 
interests me”; an older man in the South 
Bronx asked if I was a Marxist and said 
he wanted a copy of the paper; a woman 
and man in the South Bronx, hearing 
this was a revolutionary newspaper, 
said that they wanted to read anything 
about revolution; another woman whose 
daughter was “in the movement” asked 
for a copy for her and one for her daugh-
ter. It pays to be bold in flying your revo-
lutionary colors. Michael Gilbert

New York City

•
PRISONERS READ & SPEAK
When people ask why I am a Marx-

ist or why I am involved with News and 
Letters Committees, I simply point to 
the fences topped by razor wire. I refer 
them to the amount of money that a 
prisoner is charged for canteen items, 
well beyond what people in the commu-
nity pay. I point to the injustice of a man 
who—though innocent of the crime—
was forced to do 23 years before he was 
finally exonerated thanks to groups like 
the Innocence Project. I refer to the self-
perpetuation of the system by way of an 
antiquated, biased parole system gov-
erned by a political agenda, rather than 
one that is truly rehabilitative. N&L 
does not exclude ideas based on who ex-
presses them. Because of this, the depth 
of the knowledge shared is second to 
none. Prisoner

Wisconsin
***

It is always distressing to hear of 
the banning of written material any-
where. It is especially distressing to hear 
of it in prisons. Our prison system is so 
unjust and inhumane; prisoners benefit 
from knowing what’s happening in the 
world. N&L presents the news from a 
humanist perspective. So, my heartfelt 
wish is that it will be allowed again to be 
distributed among California prisoners, 
and soon. Humanist

 Chicago
***

Thank you for shedding light on the 
many struggles of our day, for educating 
the masses about our responsibilities as 
human beings, and, lastly, for keeping 
it real. Your paper has kept me on my 
feet throughout the years. I did 14 years 
in solitary confinement/Administra-
tive Confinement. Your paper kept me 
alive and gave me new ideas regarding 

the collective 
betterment 
and uplift-
ment of my 
people and all 
oppressed na-
tionals. Pris-
oners/Kap-
tives make 

up many of the 99% and your paper, its 
ideas ranging from the Queer Struggle 
to the Black Struggle all the way to the 
prisoner’s struggle, affects our struggle 
in a tremendous way. Our struggle is 
one struggle. Kamau

Wisconsin
***

It is good to hear voices within this 
publication speak out and state the ob-
vious without disinformation, lies and 
illusions. Daniel Boorstin, a former 
Librarian of Congress, once said, “We 
risk being the first people in history to 
have been able to make their illusions so 
vivid, so persuasive, so ‘realistic’ that we 
can live in them. We are the most illu-
sioned people on earth.” Thank you for 
printing the facts without illusions.

Prisoner
Livingston, Texas

TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5, the price of a sub, for a 
prisoner who cannot pay for one? 
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oners fighting amongst each other. Those in power pro-
mote mass warehousing to justify more guards, more 
tax dollars for “security,” and spend mere pennies for 
rehabilitation—all of which demonstrates a failed pe-
nal system, high recidivism, and ultimately compromis-
ing public safety. The State of California’s $9.1 billion 
annual California Department of Corrections and Re-

habilitation (CDCR) budget 
is the epitome of a failed and 
fraudulent state agency that 
diabolically and systemically 
deprives thousands of their 
human rights and dignity. 
Allowing this agency to act 
with impunity has to stop! 
And it will….

The fact is that Gov. 
Brown and CDCR Secretary 
Beard have responded to our 
third peaceful action with 
typical denials and false-
hoods, claiming solitary con-
finement does not exist and 
justifying the continuation 

of their indefinite torture regime by vilifying the peace-
ful protest representatives. They also obtained the sup-
port of the medical receiver (Kelso) and Prison Law 
Office attorney (Spector—who is supposed to represent 
prisoners’ interests, and instead has become an agent 
for the state) to perpetuate their lie to the public and to 
the federal court—that prisoners participating in the 
hunger strike have been coerced—in order to obtain the 
Aug. 19 force-feeding order....

We urge people to remember that we began our 
present resistance with our unprecedented collective 
and peaceful actions (in tandem with the legislative 
process) back in early 2010, when we created and dis-
tributed a “Formal Complaint” for the purpose of edu-
cating the public and bringing widespread attention to 
our torturous conditions.

After much dialogue and consideration, this led us 
to our first and second hunger strike actions in 2011, 
during which a combined number of 6,500 and 12,000 
prisoners participated. We succeeded in gaining world-
wide attention and support resulting in some minor 

discontinued food assistance under the federally funded 
WIC program, impacting over 50,000 women and chil-
dren in North Carolina alone. Some Native Americans 
such as the Crow Tribe of Montana had to suspend 
health, nutrition and bus services. The same is true 
of many programs and shelters for victims of domestic 
violence and for welfare and pre-school programs.

All this, plus a $24 billion bite out of the U.S. econ-
omy, was deemed acceptable in the quest to stop the 
scheduled implementation of President Obama’s 2010 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). How did ACA become the 
focal point of the Right’s populist rhetoric? Headlined 
by Sarah Palin and Texas Senator Ted Cruz, a Tea 
Party rally in the capitol wrapped this cause in calls 
for uncompromising revolt against the tyrants in power 
even as some of them brandished a Confederate flag 
outside the White House. ACA is a modest effort to 
extend healthcare access to nearly all citizens, which 
every other developed country—and many not so devel-
oped—accomplish much more cheaply and effectively. 
ACA was based on Republican-inspired methods imple-
mented by Mitt Romney as Governor of Massachusetts. 
RACIST TEA PARTY REIGN

None of those facts matter to the Tea Party fanat-
ics who subjected the government to extortion and were 
called a purely nihilistic opposition even by some con-
servative pundits. What matters more is that this for-
merly Republican idea was implemented by an African-
American President. Waving a Confederate flag at 
Obama was a perfect symbol for the 40 core pro-shut-
down House members from lily-white districts, mostly 
in the South. Their anti-government rhetoric is shot 
through with veiled and not-so-veiled racist themes.

Moreover, this crisis had been planned for months 
by conservative activists in the Heritage Foundation, 
the Tea Party and their big business financiers like the 
billionaire Koch brothers. The Koch business group, 
Freedom Partners Chamber of Commerce, has spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars since 2012 trying to 
block ACA and promote candidates both locally and na-
tionally who adhere strictly to the anti-ACA program.

Tea Party hatred of government is selectively aimed 
at help for the most vulnerable. For example, ACA med-
ical care expansion would include the working poor. 

The Republican Party is deeply fractured because 
many capitalists who support the repeal of ACA wonder 
if the Tea Party lunatics actually realize that default is 
a weapon that must never be fired because U.S. debt 
obligations are the crucial vehicle for global capitalists 
to bank their assets. They know that the government 
is an irreplaceable guarantor for finance capital. When 
things go badly, a bailout, or what Karl Marx called 
“capitalist communism,” will rescue them with infinite 
largesse as it did in 2008.

Even after their abject defeat at the hands of 
Obama and the Senate, Tea Party politicians are revel-
ing in their show of force, hoping to use it to solidify the 
far Right’s sway over the Republican Party. They dream 
of purifying the Party by pushing aside “traitors” like 
Speaker Boehner, though he cravenly let them have the 
driver’s seat until the last minute. 

Those who exploit racism in order to drag us ever 
closer to fascism are not just going to give up. And, 
despite this foray’s failure, they are still of use to the 
capitalists precisely because the system’s crisis runs 
so deep that revolt is ever brewing. The rulers aim to 
deceive, divide and suppress the working class and all 
forces of revolution. It is capitalism itself that is breed-
ing crisis and fascism and must be abolished.

Greetings of Solidarity and Respect!
The PBSP-SHU, Short Corridor Collective Repre-

sentatives hereby serve notice upon all concerned par-
ties that after nine weeks we have collectively decided 
to suspend our third hunger strike action on Sept. 5, 
2013.

To be clear, our Peaceful Protest of Resistance to 
our continuous subjection to 
decades of systemic state-
sanctioned torture via the 
system’s solitary confine-
ment units is far from over. 
Our decision to suspend our 
third hunger strike in two 
years does not come lightly. 
This decision is especially dif-
ficult considering that most 
of our demands have not been 
met (despite nearly univer-
sal agreement that they are 
reasonable). The core group 
of prisoners has been and re-
mains 100% committed to see-
ing this protracted struggle 
for real reform through to a complete victory, even if it 
requires us to make the ultimate sacrifice. With that 
said, we clarify this point by stating prisoner deaths 
are not the objective. We recognize such sacrifice is at 
times the only means to an end of fascist oppression.

Our goal remains: force the powers that be to end 
their torture policies and practices in which serious 
physical and psychological harm is inflicted on tens 
of thousands of prisoners as well as our loved ones 
outside. We also call for ending the related practices 
of using prisoners to promote the agenda of the police 
state by seeking to greatly expand the numbers of the 
working-class poor warehoused in prisons, and particu-
larly those of us held in solitary, based on psychological/
social manipulation, and divisive tactics keeping pris-

Pelican Bay prisoners suspend their hunger strike

Maroon the Implacable: The Collected Writings of 
Russell Maroon Shoatz (PM Press, 2013).

Pelican Bay State Prison, Calif.—These essays are 
written by a revolutionary theorist forced to endure 
the psychological and physical torture of solitary 
confinement for the past 40 years. It is a prison within 
a prison, designed to create an environment of total 
sensory deprivation with the intent to destroy a person.

How could a person having to endure that 
kind of dehumanizing treatment for 40 years 
survive and, most of all, retain their mental 
capacity? Within the pages of this book one comes 
face to face with an intrepid spirit of a human 
being who has a largeness of heart embracing the 
whole of humanity. 

Maroon sets forth cogent perspectives to 
which serious freedom fighters should give ample 
consideration.
THE DRAGON AND THE HYDRA

For example in the essay “The Dragon and 
the Hydra: A historical study of organizational 
methods,” Maroon contrasts centralization and 
decentralization. By drawing on the legacy of fugitive 
slaves, who established self-sustaining and prosperous 
communities hidden and defensively protected, Maroon 
presents a vivid picture of the centralized communities’ 
critical flaws that later led to a compromise with their 
former colonial enslavers. That may or may not have 
been due to the self-serving interests of a few at the 
top, who failed to have a deeper view of what was 
truly at stake. The critical flaws in those centralized 
communities didn’t seem to appear in the decentralized 
communities. A decentralized social structure didn’t 
allow for one or two figures to rise to a position where 
they could assert a self-serving short-term interest.

One reasonably assumes that within the innate 
nature of decentralized organizational structure is a 
fundamental principle: that the freedom of one is the 
basis of freedom for all. This kind of principle caused the 
Hydra or decentralized communities to never separate 
their freedom from those slaves still held in bondage. 

The decentralized communities demonstrate 
a strong propensity to not compromise their 
freedom for minimal gains. Those communities 
sought to continuously assert their human right 
of self-determination in which their productive 
forces could be freely unleashed.

Maroon’s analysis of the Dragon and the Hydra 
relates to our present-day dilemma of vanguardism 
vis-à-vis horizontal formations. The methodological 
structure of democratic centralism renders the theory 
of the party-to-lead an impractical tool for moving us 

Prisoner solidarity protest at Corcoran, Calif., July 13.

Steve Rhodes flickr.com/photos/ari/9280466426/

Maroon the Implacable

Support prison truce
Editor’s note: Alex Sanchez, internationally 

recognized peacemaker, is a co-founder of Homies 
Unidos in Los Angeles where he has developed and 
implemented innovative violence prevention and 
intervention programs since 1998. He spoke at a rally 
on Oct. 9 before the joint legislative hearings on solitary 
confinement in Sacramento.

Thank you to all those here who have someone 
inside. I know it’s hard to lose someone to the system, 
to know they are being tortured in there. I myself have 
been incarcerated, spent time in “the hole,” which is 
a kind of a security housing unit (SHU) without any 
access to anything, especially to family. I know what it’s 
like to get released, to have an opportunity to change 
your life, to raise your children, to be an asset to the 
community, to be here, advocating for those who don’t 
have a voice. There are a lot more families who need to 
be here and cannot, for various reasons.

In 1992-93 there was a truce among the African-
American gangs in Los Angeles followed by a truce 
among the Latino gangs. It brought down homicide 
numbers to levels not seen before. Those numbers 
have never risen to the heights of the 1980s and early 
1990s. Today, the numbers are the lowest in 25 years. 
We know that violence prevention in our communities 
has to come from people who used to be part of the 
problem. The Agreement to End Hostilities [issued 
by Pelican Bay prisoner representatives last year] is 
that approach. That is the tool to reduce gang violence 
in our communities. To prevent our young men and 
women from being lost to a criminal justice system 
that’s unjust.

On March 9, 2012, taking a cue from 1992-93 
Los Angeles, gang leaders in the supermax prison in 
Zacatecolucas, also known as Zacatraz, in El Salvador 
made an agreement to stop the violence. They were 
given support by the prison administration and by the 
government of El Salvador. Because of the support for 
the truce, El Salvador saw a 50% reduction in homicides 
immediately. Over 4,000 lives have been saved since 
last March.

Our brothers in Pelican Bay sent out a call to cease 
hostilities. It needs to be supported! Instead it is being 
crushed, demonized by the department of “corrections.” 
Neither Beard [the head of CDCR] nor the legislators 
are backing the solutions arrived at by those who used 
to be part of the problem.

This is what we need to support. First we need to 
get them out of solitary confinement to be able to voice 
their new message of peace and hope. They need to stop 
being tortured behind those walls! We need them to 
send the message out into our communities. We need 
them to take part in intervention, prevention and re-
entry programs.

No more prisons! No more solitary confinement! 
We need to support our brothers in Pelican Bay in their 
mission: to be a part of the solution. We need peace, 
not more violence, not more torture, not more mass 
incarceration. We need to end solitary confinement and 
invest in peace!

E D I T O R I A L
continued from p. 1

changes by the CDCR….
In early July, CDCR produced several memos no-

tifying prisoners of an increase in privileges and prop-
erty items, which are notably responsive to a few of our 
demands, while the majority of our demands were un-
resolved, leading to our third hunger strike, in which 
30,000 prisoners participated and resulted in greater 
worldwide exposure, support and condemnation of 
CDCR!

From our perspective, we’ve gained a lot of positive 
ground towards achieving our goals. However, there’s 
still much to be done. Our resistance will continue to 
build and grow until we have won our human rights.

Respectfully, For the Prisoner Class Human Rights 
Movement: Todd Ashker, C58191, D1-119; Arturo Cas-
tellanos, C17275, D1-121; Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa 
(Dewberry), C35671, D1-117; Antonio Guillen, P81948, 
D2-106; And the Representatives Body: Danny Troxell, 
B76578, D1-120; George Franco, D46556, D4-217; Ron-
nie Yandell, V27927, D4-215; Paul Redd, B72683, D2-
117; James Baridi Williamson, D-34288. D4-107; Alfred 
Sandoval, D61000, D4-214; Louis Powell, B59864, D1-
104; Alex Yrigollen, H32421, D2-204; Gabriel Huerta, 
C80766, D3-222; Frank Clement, D07919, D3-116; Ray-
mond Chavo Perez, K12922, D1-219; James Mario Per-
ez, B48186, D3-124

[The full statement can be found at http://prison-
erhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com/2013/09/05/
statement-suspending-the-third-hunger-strike/—ed.]

continued on p. 9
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HANDICAPTHIS!

Woodville, Texas—I find myself in the Texas prisons 
doing a ten-year sentence. I had polio in both legs and 
I’m being housed in the Administrative Segregation 
Unit. The only way to get out of Ad-Seg and back to 
the General Population (GP) is by attending the GRAD 
(Gang Renouncement and Dissociation Process). 
I have signed up for this program since December 
2007. There is a two-year waiting period before being 
allowed to attend. Being federally funded, this program 
is not supposed to discriminate in any way against 
handicapped offenders.

After the two-year period, I started sending 
requests to the Security Threat Group Sergeant to find 
out when I will be taken to attend the program. 

After many months of filing requests and 
grievances for their refusal to respond, I was 
told that I could not attend this program because 
the two units where it takes place do not house 
inmates with wheelchairs and don’t have cells or 
showers for the handicapped.

This discrimination has been going on since way 
before I even signed up. But because of fear of retaliation 
by the prison staff, handicapped inmates have refused 
to speak out and are forced to do flat time in Ad-Seg.

I was approved to attend GRAD since May 
2012. On June 17, 2013, I received notice that I was 
being removed from the list to attend due to being a 
wheelchair offender.

I filed two civil complaints against the prison system 
and the program director, accusing them of violating 
my civil rights and the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and the Rehabilitation Act. Being indigent, I filed these 
complaints pro se, meaning I would have to advocate 
for myself rather than having a lawyer. It’s very hard 
because of my poor knowledge of the law.

In return for my complaints, I have received 
threats by sergeants and guards. I have had my 
things taken and been given false write-ups. 
This, I believe, is the main reason why other 
handicapped prisoners refused to speak out 
against this violation of our civil rights. I believe 
that even my incoming mail is being held back.

I’ve written to a lot of people who may help, but 
being pro se, a lot of lawyers won’t handle this case. 
The Texas Civil Rights Project is well informed of this 
discrimination, but doesn’t have the time to help, or that 
is what prisoner rights lawyer Michael Smith stated in 
a letter: “They help only less than 1% of all requests.”

I don’t know how News & Letters can help: you’re 
even in a different state, but the discrimination against 
handicapped offenders is very real in the prison system.

Being in Ad-Seg, there is no parole, there is no hope 
for a GED education, there is no hope for being allowed 
to attend church, no hope to make collect calls to family 
members. Mainly, there is no other way to get out of Ad-

Catch-22 for prisoner with disabilities
Seg and be released to the general population. Maybe 
by printing this letter, it will show the way taxpayer 
money is used to discriminate against the handicapped.

—Arturo Garza
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London, England—Some found it strange that a man 
voluntarily stopped eating for over 20 days. I found it 
hard. After all, I like to eat as much as anyone else. 
Yet my decision to go on hunger strike in support of 
Guantanamo Bay prisoners had a deeper, political 
meaning.

I was in good company. The usually cynically 
unflappable Scottish comedian, Frankie Boyle, had 
undertaken his own weeklong strike in July, having 
taken over from fellow striker Clive Stafford Smith, the 
founder of the legal aid charity Reprieve.

Clive triggered off something of a hunger strike 
domino effect. Having utilized social networking 
outlets, he implored others to make similar gestures 
of solidarity. He was soon joined by a diverse bunch, 
from human rights activists such as independent 
writer Carol Anne Grayson, to medical professionals 
such as David Nicholl, a consultant neurologist at City 
Hospital, Birmingham, UK.

What caused these disparate individuals to 
undertake such drastic action? The hunger strike 
initiated by nearly three quarters of the 166 
Guantanamo Bay inmates last March provides an 
answer. Denied any real opportunity to present their 
case to courts or media, prisoners rebelled against 
what they perceived as a final insult: the searching of 
their Korans, allegedly for safety reasons, by guards 
seemingly wishing to further erode detainees’ morale.

Fasting prisoners were subjected to intensely 
painful forced feeding methods. Yasiin Bey, perhaps 
better known as Mos Def, teamed up with Reprieve 
over the summer to expose just what was involved in 
the force-feeding process.

Bey, who was dressed in orange prisoner fatigues 
and restrained to a chair, had a meter of rubber tubing 
forced into his nose, down his throat into the stomach. 
In a video posted on the website of the UK national 
paper, The Guardian, Bey is seen to suffer extreme 
discomfort, eventually begging for the procedure to stop 
before breaking down in tears.

Yet why did I join with the wave of solidarity 
strikes, and opt for such an extreme method to 
demonstrate opposition to U.S. policy? It certainly isn’t 
because I enjoy going hungry, or that I’m seeking to 

gain attention; indeed, over the course of the strike and 
for some time after I had trouble communicating and 
found the prospect of speaking to anyone I didn’t know 
incredibly unsettling. Why go through that? 

Legally speaking, we should all be worried when 
fundamental human rights, in particular those relating 
to due process, can be set aside over a total distortion 
of international law. The norms of international 
humanitarian law (IHL)—or the law of armed conflict—
place great emphasis on mitigating hardships caused 
by armed actions between rival nation states.

However, in the conflict in Afghanistan, the U.S. 
government overlooks IHL in dealing with enemy 
combatants as criminals ineligible for prisoner of 
war status. The basis of this argument is the fact 
that the Afghan insurgents no longer find themselves 
in the employ of a recognized state body, originally 
encapsulated as the Taliban regime. As such they 
cannot be considered a legitimate armed force when it 
comes to ascertaining their rights upon capture. The 
conflict, so the logic goes, is no longer an international 
confrontation between states, but an internal 
confrontation between a terrorist insurgency and a 
beleaguered government the U.S. seeks to support.

This argument runs into several problems. The 
U.S. has repeatedly referred to its campaign against Al-
Qaeda as a “war on terror” and has deployed its armed 
forces multiple times, against state and non-state 
actors. The question of whether this “war on terror” 
is an armed conflict, between one state and another 
or between a state and insurgency, appears suitably 
answered by the U.S. government’s actions and its long-
standing belligerent rhetoric. As such, attempts to pick 
and choose from IHL seem ill advised.

What’s more, the two additional 1977 protocols 
to the Geneva Conventions have shed light on issues 
relating to internal armed conflicts specifically, 
including the treatment of civilians and armed 
insurgents. The U.S.’s effective kidnapping of multiple 
inmates now held at Guantanamo puts it on the wrong 
side of such codifications, a fact hardly refuted by the 
allegedly non-international nature of the Afghanistan 
theatre.       —Dan Read(Continued in the next issue)

towards freedom. Our future is at stake.
Maroon states that he was helped in developing 

his conclusions on the theory of anti-vanguardism by 
the Marxist C.L.R. James, who also developed the idea 
of state-capitalism along with Raya Dunayevskaya. 
What was then known as the Johnson-Forest Tendency 
emerged from within the Trotskyist Movement in 
the USA during the 1940s until its break up in 1955. 
The Tendency was led by Johnson (James), Forest 
(Dunayevskaya), and Hauser (Grace Lee Boggs). It is 
through reading Dunayevskaya’s brilliant writings that 
this writer came to share the view of the flawed nature 
of vanguardism.

Maroon leaves no stone unturned in his effort 
to get us to re-examine our historical legacy 
bequeathed to us by African slaves who took sole 
responsibility for their freedom. An essential 
part of that legacy is the Underground Railroad. 

Maroon’s two points inform our thinking today 
as we struggle to develop a path forward. “1) [The 
Underground Railroad’s] defiance of the government 
and popular sentiments; and 2) why it was one of the 
main causes of the Civil War and the emancipation of 
enslaved Blacks.” Maroon concludes this chapter by 
saying, “the author challenges readers to more closely 
study the resistance to slavery in North America, then 
look in the mirror and ask yourself: just where do you 
fit in the historical drama? How do you measure up 
to the generations described here, which had so much 
effect on events that today’s oppressors try very hard to 
keep the real accomplishments hidden?”
WOMEN’S LIBERATION AND HUMAN FREEDOM

Maroon’s purpose for these essays is to get us to 
think in non-superficial terms, to vastly stretch our 
imaginations, elevate our minds, while reaching for 
deeper and richer levels of cognition. Nowhere is that 
purpose revealed more poignantly than in the chapter 
“Respect Our Mothers.” Maroon uses the analogy from 
the movie “The Matrix”—Morpheus telling Neo how 
deep the rabbit hole is as indicative of what it is going 
to take to destroy the matrix.

That particular point mirrors Marx’s 
contention that if we are to construct a new 
society from the ashes of the destruction of 
capitalist social relations, then it has to begin 
with what is most fundamental, the man/woman 
relationship. Marx predates the Women’s 
Liberation Movement. Nonetheless, Marx was a 
clear proponent of the rights of women (consult 
Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1982  Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution).

The critical engagement with writings of two 
feminists, Maria Mies and Veronika Bennholdt-
Thomsen, enabled Maroon’s conception of women in 
general and women as principal actors in humanity’s 
liberatory struggle in particular. Maroon is more than 
hinting at the need to make a category of women’s 
revolutionary participation. There is a union between 
Maroon’s position and that of Raya Dunayevskaya 
when she singled out women as reason and force for the 
transformation of oppressive capitalist society.

Reading Maroon The Implacable is an inspirational 
and worthwhile experience. What comes through is 
how a raging fire, fully deprived, can still burn bright 
and simultaneously light a path toward a possible 
escape. The escape has a much more profound meaning 
because it isn’t just about running off into the night, to 
hopefully never be seen again. No! It is not about run-
ning from, but running to—freedom. —Faruq

Protesters in Nashville, Tenn., in one of the 400 demonstrations of the 
second Global March against Monsanto on Oct. 12. Protests were held 
in 52 countries on all inhabited continents. They were calling for the 
permanent boycott of genetically modified organisms and harmful 
agro-chemicals.

continued from p. 8
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No to Monsanto!

Solidarity with Guantanamo hunger strikers

by Suzanne Rose
A disabled man won a landmark legal ruling against 

a bus company in Leeds, England. Doug Paulley took 
First Bus Group to court after he was told he could not 
get on a bus because a stroller user refused to give up 
the space. The person with the stroller said that their 
baby was sleeping and they did not want to wake it by 
moving. Mr. Paulley was awarded $8,844 and the bus 
company given six months to change its policy. The bus 
driver should have made the person with the stroller 
move, said Mr. Paulley. The court agreed with him. 

*   *   *
Not satisfied that her son’s educational needs 

were being met in the classroom, Deanna Lesneski tied 
herself to a lawn chair chained to the flagpole in front 
of her son’s elementary school in Washington County, 
Penn., where she sat for three weeks. Finally, after a 
four-hour meeting with 20 state and school officials and 
the aide who will start to work with her son right away, 
she untied her chair. Her seven-year-old son, Max, has 
Down syndrome and asthma. He uses sign language to 
communicate. The previous agreement she had with 
the school system wasn’t being implemented. Disability 
rights activists from the local area and surrounding 
states worked in shifts to keep Lesneski company.

*   *   *
A court in Moscow, Russia, sent out a broad and 

uncompromising message several weeks ago: Russian 
authorities will not tolerate protest from anyone. A 
Moscow court ordered a 38-year-old disabled man 
confined to indefinite psychiatric treatment. Mikhail 
Kosenko was found guilty of rioting and assaulting 
police at a May 6, 2012, demonstration on the eve of 
Vladimir Putin’s inauguration as president. Kosenko 
was taken out of his apartment by eight police officers 
on June 6, 2013, and has been in jail ever since, denied 
bail. Kosenko had been diagnosed with schizophrenia 
and is on medication. None of the witnesses to the 
incident saw Kosenko assaulting anyone or disobeying 
police, as he is accused.

*   *   *
People who use wheelchairs are demanding the 

city of Montreal, Quebec, respect their right to vote on 
election day. About 40 people stormed into a city council 
meeting to demand the city make sure they are able 
to vote. Linda Gauthier was one. She says that many 
polling places are not accessible. “They just want us to 
stay home and vote—but we want to be able to go to 
a polling place too, like everyone else. We went to the 
moon. I think they could build ramps,” said Gauthier.
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to Assad’s genocidal attacks on the peaceful mass 
movement, has had to function under an effective arms 
embargo by the U.S. and other states. Asked by film-
maker Ben Allison-Davies 
what help was received from 
outside, a Free Syrian Army 
fighter said: “They just pro-
vide us with humanitarian 
aid. They haven’t given us 
any kind of weapons. If we 
don’t get heavy weapons 
(anti-tank, anti-aircraft) this 
war will take a long time, a 
very long time.”

The best elements of 
the FSA and armed opposi-
tion have maintained their 
relationship to the mass 
movement as a force for self-
defense and self-liberation. 
Recent conflicts between the 
FSA and the forces of the al-
Qaeda affiliate, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant, 
may help to clarify that rela-
tionship. As people are learning, one of the biggest lies 
is the saying that “one man’s freedom fighter is another 
man’s terrorist.” There is a fundamental distinction.
‘THE REGIME AND AL-QAEDA ARE ONE!’

The fundamentalists have clearly become an ex-
pression of counter-revolution, as much as Assad him-
self, if far less powerful. Their oppressive interpreta-
tions of Islamic law, attacks on demonstrators and 
sectarian massacres are serving to alienate them from 
the Revolution, to the point where many are chant-
ing “One, one, one; the regime and al-Qaeda are one!” 
Women have been active in opposing these forces.

One FSA fighter from Aleppo shared his thoughts 
on why the fundamentalists would lose: “Why did 
Christian faith decline in Europe? Because of the cler-
gy’s medieval obscurantism and extremism, their wars 
against science and reason. What is destroying Islamic 
faith? Clerics of all sects who monopolize the word of 
God and Law, and in their obscurantism are fighting 
reason, freedom, science and progress—bin Laden and 
al-Qaradawi, Nasrallah and Khamenei, and al-Baghda-
di.”

Al-Baghdadi is the head of the ISIL, which has of-
ten come into open conflict with the FSA. Far from car-
rying on a revolutionary struggle, the group’s campaign 
in Syria has come to mirror its terrorist campaign in 
Iraq. It is only geared toward seizing territory for its 
own purposes, and can only do so because so many are 
displaced from their homes and vulnerable. As in Af-
ghanistan after the 1980s war, as in Somalia or Mali, 
al-Qaeda would like to function as an occupying army. 

Residents of Raqqa, for example, have been resist-
ing ISIL oppression by continuing the revolution, in-
cluding through anti-sectarianism: when a cross was 
pulled down from a church, demonstrators lifted it back 
into place. Youth have openly published calls for love 
and brotherhood among all religious and ethnic groups.

The kidnap and torture of Rami al Razzouk, a 
member of the ANA New Media Association network, 
brought forth the following statement: “We condemn 
the oppression committed on our members who are 
dedicated to openly conveying the events on the ground. 
ANA refuses to stop its operation in Raqqa and vows to 
continue broadcasting whether with ISIL approval or 
not. Our revolution was one for freedom and democracy 
and freedom of expression. Free media is the only way 
forward for our country. Any party that stands to op-
pose us will not intimidate us or prevent us from mak-
ing our voices known.”
COUNTER-REVOLUTION WITHIN REVOLUTION

This struggle against counter-revolution arising 
within the revolution is part of a challenge to the re-
ligious fundamentalism that arose as a world stage of 
reaction in the 1980s. It is one of the most profound 
outgrowths of the Arab Spring. Similar struggles are 
ongoing in Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, Turkey and Iran. 
The Iranian people’s rejection of its own rulers has 
led Ayatollah Khamenei and newly elected President 
Rouhani toward negotiations with the U.S. As with the 
Egyptian military coup, this is an attempt to head off a 
more radical mass movement.

These struggles are not separate from that of the 
Black and Latino masses, women, and workers here in 
the U.S. against the Tea Party reactionaries and obscu-
rantists. It is a worldwide movement.

The Syrian Revolution, from the beginning, has 
been world-historic. All powers have had to respond to 
it, and all revolutionaries have had to do the same. 
FAILURES OF THE ‘LEFT’

At the moment that it seemed like the U.S. might 
actually launch some extremely limited strike on 
Assad’s forces, there was a rush by many “peace” ac-
tivists to scream “Hands off Syria!” without acknowl-
edging that the Syrian people are fighting a revolution 

Syrian Revolution tests world politics
continued from p. 1 against a genocidal fascist state. Such one-dimensional 

politics have deadly consequences.
In Chicago, a Syrian government-aligned orga-

nization led a demonstration with a banner saying, 
“There are no peace-
ful demonstrators in 
the streets of Syria 
only insurgents.” 
Even some Left-
ists who profess to 
support the Syrian 
Revolution fell in 
line behind this vile 
lie, this apology for 
genocide.

At its worst, this 
attitude led some to 
align with the Tea 
Party and other re-
actionaries as if the 
radical Right was 
an anti-war option, 
rather than the seed 
of future genocidal 
imperialist world 
wars. It has also led 

some to echo old racist ideas: the rebels are cannibals! 
If the majority gets power, it will massacre the ruling 
minority! We’ve heard all this before.

Failure to understand the fundamental hostility 
of imperialism toward revolution indicates a failure to 
understand the nature of reality. “Revolutionaries” who 
take this path will become reactionary misleaders of fu-
ture generations.
NECESSITY FOR SOLIDARITY

The shadow dances of reactionary state powers—
most recently seen as the refusal of the Saudi rulers 
to take a seat on the UN Security Council, which has 
nothing to do with Syria and much to do with rival 
Iran—and the failure of so much of the Left can’t be the 
ground for revolutionaries now. 

As a young Syrian woman pointed out, “What we 
have found out is that it’s only people-to-people, grass-
roots support that we have been able to rely on. That is 
where the food for the refugees, the medical care for the 
wounded has come from—from doctors who see what’s 
happening and volunteer; people who see the need and 
give of themselves.” 

This is the concrete expression of a hard universal 
truth. Revolution will only come through the creation 
of new human relations. Those who can’t see the dead 
of Ghouta, who can’t hear the insistent voices of Syrian 
freedom fighters, will have nothing to contribute to the 
creation of a new, human society.

Marxist-Humanists stand in solidarity with and 
support of the freedom struggle in Syria. We see this 
revolutionary moment as the test of world politics, 
which could very likely determine the next stage of 
history.

Roger Beltrami
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4:20 AM. The police were about five meters from the 
protestors. One police officer shot Nqobile as she was 
running away. 

That police officer was the Cato Manor Station 
commissioner. He came without his police uniform and 
was seen drawing his gun and shooting at Nqobile. 
Nqobile and Luleka were shot from behind while run-
ning away from the police. Their wounds clearly show 
that they were shot from behind.
LIES TOLD TO JUSTIFY MURDER

Neither Nqobile nor Luleka or anyone else fired 
shots at the police. None of the protestors were armed. 
It is a lie that is being told to justify murder, cold-blood-
ed murder, political murder—the third political murder 
in Cato Crest this year.

At around 9:00 AM Bandile Mdalose participated 
in a march to the Cato Manor police station to pro-
test against the killing. At this time people also pulled 
branches and tires into the road and set them alight. 
There was no violence from the protestors. The televi-
sion footage shows Bandile pointing at the police and 
asking them why they had been shooting people. 

The police dispersed that march with water 
cannons and rubber bullets. People fled into the 
shacks with the police chasing them and shoot-
ing them as they tried to hide. After they had 
broken up the march Bandile was arrested while 
standing on the pavement.

The story that the police have told about the mur-
der of Nqobile is as much a lie as the story that they 
told after the Marikana Massacre (see Sept.-Oct. 2012 
News & Letters, “South Africa Marikana mine massa-
cre”). It is as much a lie as the story that they told after 
we were attacked by the ANC in Kennedy Road in 2009. 
It is as much a lie as the lies that they told after our 
peaceful marches were attacked in 2005 and 2007.

One young woman is dead. Another has been shot 
and is injured and another is in jail, denied bail. The 
police say that they were “terrified”—of three young 

women, none of 
whom was armed, 
while the police had 
heavy weapons?

The police say 
that they are uphold-
ing “law and order” 
and the Constitution 
but no one is under 
arrest for the mur-
der of three activists 
in Cato Crest since 

March, the injuring of two activists by shooting, the 
many death threats from the ANC and all the illegal 
evictions, which have often been accompanied by vio-
lence.

The police were waiting for our members on Mon-
day morning and they shot us without warning or prov-
ocation. They shot to kill. They shot us because we were 
gathering in the space of the middle classes, the space 
that used to be for the whites and is now for the rich. 
We are the ones that are supposed to be moved to the 
human dumping grounds in the middle of nowhere. 
HEROINES OF CATO MANOR 1959 

Some of our members grew up with the story of 
the women’s struggle in Cato Manor in 1959. We have 
members whose mothers were part of that struggle. Cato 
Crest is part of Cato Manor of Umkhumbane. The ANC 
tells us that the women who led the struggle in Cato 
Manor in 1959, Florence Mkhize and Dorothy Nyembe, 
are heroes. But, when Abahlali women demand land and 
housing, safety and dignity, they are criminals. 

We are sure that the apartheid state called 
Florence Mkhize and Dorothy Nyembe criminals 
too. But they lived as heroes in the hearts of the 
people just as Nqobile, Luleka and Bandile live in 
our hearts as heroes. 

We see a clear connection between the heroes 
of 1959 and the heroes of today. We also see a clear 
connection between the white Boers of 1959 and the 
Black Boers of 2013. The struggle continues. The 
struggle for Umkhumbane continues. The women’s 
struggle in Umkhumbane continues. The struggle 
to make sure that land, cities, wealth and power are 
shared fairly continues. 

 —Excerpted from Abahlali baseMjondolo

Albert Murray was hardly the most famous intel-
lectual in the U.S. but he was a great cultural critic, 
and it is possible that no other lived to see his ideas tri-
umph so thoroughly. In his ground breaking works The 
Omni-Americans (1970) and Stomping the Blues (1976) 
Murray set out a vision of the African American as the 
representative “American,” of Black freedom as the soul 
of this nation’s culture.

As he put it, “The United States is in actuality not 
a nation of black people and white people. It is a nation 
of multicolored people. There are white Americans so to 
speak and black Americans. But any fool can see that 
the white people are not really white and that black 
people are not black. They are all interrelated one way 
or another.” He saw the blues as the classic expression 
of this.

From the rise of R&B and hip-hop as dominant 
forms of popular music, to the election of the first Black 
U.S. President, Murray has proven to be prophetic. But 
his ideas also embody the fundamental contradictions 
of U.S. society. 

John Alan, writing in News & Letters in 1972, 
pointed this out: “Murray can only imagine fundamen-
tal revolutionary changes, not at the ‘bottom with the 
so-called masses, but at the very top.’” It isn’t that Mur-
ray either dismissed or romanticized the Black masses, 
but rather that by keeping to the level of culture, he 
avoided dealing with the revolutionary essence of our 
history. 

Murray passed away on Aug. 18, just before the Tea 
Party shut down the government in its openly racist op-
position to the first Black president’s Republican Par-
ty-inspired healthcare plan. That event was one more 
battle in the long civil war that has turned around the 
axis of American identity Murray so clearly identified. 

—Tim Finnegan

Cultural critic Albert 
Murray (1916-2013)

Shackdwellers protest
continued from p. 1

Demonstration in Chicago, Aug. 24, 2013, shortly after Assad used sarin gas on 
civilians killing over a thousand.

Nqobile Nzuza with her nephew
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I N T E R N E T

New York City—Whenever you go to demonstrations, 
whether it is fast food workers demanding a living wage 
and a union where they work, or immigrants demand-
ing total legalization now instead of a phony 14-year 
“path to citizenship,” or marches after the Trayvon 
Martin verdict, young people are playing a major role 
in the struggles for social justice and equal rights. 

It was young people who defied the government 
and declared, “Yes, we are illegals, arrest us.” It was 
the young “Dreamers” who occupied the Governor of 
Florida’s office after the Trayvon Martin verdict. It was 
students at the City College of New York that protested 
when the architect of U.S. torture, David Petraeus, was 
given a teaching position there. 
BLACK AND LATINO YOUTH TAKE THE LEAD

The Latino carwash workers who fought for a union 
and justice on the job were overwhelmingly young. At 
the protests against recent police murders of unarmed 
young people in New York, it has been young Black and 
Latino youth who have taken the lead. Even on the 
picket lines at Trade Fair markets there was a youthful 
spirit and presence. 

Youth don’t confine themselves to labor is-
sues. The volunteers who got Word Up bookstore 
up and running were youth from the neighbor-
hood, and Word Up breathes the spirit of youthful 
optimism. 

Who can forget the powerful—and continuing—
youthful passion of the Occupy movement? It was the 
young who took Zuccotti Plaza, who marched across the 
Brooklyn Bridge and who held the Park when Bloom-
berg threatened to evict them. When the word of the 
planned eviction came out, young people from all over 
New York raced to the park to fight for its survival. 
YOUNG WOMEN FIGHT FANATICAL RIGHT

It is students who participated in fights against 
standardized testing in Seattle, New York, and New 
Jersey, and supported the Chicago teachers’ strike. 
Women’s organizations too are pushed to be more 
radical in fighting the Right by their young members. 
At a number of campuses there is resistance to the 
corporatization of education. Youth are on the move, 
proving themselves a force for revolution.

Even if the struggle seems to be just for 
higher wages or better working conditions, in 
truth young people are attacking the very idea 
that capital has a right to exploit them. They 
are, in every strike, march or rally, saying no 
to the American system. This is a revolutionary 
act. 

For millions of young people, it is a question of 
life or death. Young mothers have had WIC benefits 
that help feed their babies cut or eliminated. High 
school dropouts and graduates alike cannot find work 
and are forced to join the military or deal drugs to 
survive. College graduates join the ranks of the un-
employed, willing to do any job because they have 
tens of thousands of dollars in student loans to pay 
off. 

Young immigrants live and work in constant fear 
of arrest, trial and deportation. Young women may 
have to travel hundreds of miles to get an abortion, 
because nearby clinics were shut down by a right-
wing misogynist state government. All these and 
more live the reality of capitalism in the U.S. 

Does it have to be this way? Revolutionaries say 
no, there is a better way: unite, and become part of 
the movement that has the power to fundamentally 
change the systems that now dominate the world. 
Become a revolutionary and dedicate your life to the 
revolutionary struggle. That is the task of our time. 

—Michael Gilbert

Movements confront climate change 
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Youth again ready to 
storm the barricades

Stop Detroit evictions 
Detroit—Detroit Eviction Defense is fighting to 

keep Jerome Jackson in his home in Inkster, Mich. 
Jackson has been a leading fighter in Detroit Eviction 
Defense, active in many campaigns to keep others in 
their homes. We fight with the Hernandez and Orozco 
families in Southwest Detroit fighting Fannie Mae and 
its out-of-control efforts to throw families from their 
homes and cause further damage to our neighborhoods. 
Resistance is growing; join us! We demand no more 
foreclosures, no more evictions and good housing for all. 

Fannie Mae (the Federal National Mortgage As-
sociation), the giant underwriter of the U.S. mortgage 
industry, is doing more than 70% of the country’s fore-
closures and evictions. Fannie Mae, the banks and the 
government have forced millions from their homes, 
while guaranteeing the obscene profits of the banks 
and the financial services industry. 

We say “NO MORE/NO MAS!”
Jerome Jackson purchased his home in Inkster in 

2004 as part of a nationwide Fannie Mae program tar-
geting people with disabilities for predatory loans. Fan-
nie Mae, HUD, the State of Michigan, Wayne County 
and Community Living Services convinced Jackson—
and many other people with disabilities including Je-
rome’s friend and neighbor Donald Moore—to buy a 
home on the promise that the government would pro-
vide ongoing housing assistance so they could afford 
the mortgage payments. Jackson did his part, paying 
his portion of the mortgage each month. 

He worked to make his home wheelchair accessi-
ble, fighting for entrance ramps, front and back, wider 
doors and a lift to the basement. He has lived in his 
home with independence and dignity for ten years. Now 
Fannie Mae and the government have pulled the plug, 
stopping housing assistance and moving to evict him.

Detroit Eviction Defense meets Thursdays at 6 PM 
at St. John’s Church, 2120 Russell St. (www.detroite-
victiondefense.org) —Miriam Pickens

Oakland Frackdown

Oakland, Cal.—About 90 members of environmental 
and community groups gathered at Frank Ogawa Plaza 
for “Oakland Frackdown” on Oct. 19 to protest passage 
of State Senate Bill 4 authorizing hydraulic fracturing 
in California. Led by a giant condor puppet, marchers 
to the State Building carried signs and a 50-foot scroll 
listing scores of chemicals used in fracking.

Supporters, some of them so-called progressive leg-
islators, argue that fracking has been going on in the 
state for 50 years and now will finally be regulated. Ac-
tually the new law requires state approval of all frack-
ing permits in California for the next two years provid-
ed the companies disclose to regulators the chemicals 
used in the process. —Marcher

by Elise
A bill to require removal of children in Russia from 

GLBT parents was recently withdrawn, but just for re-
wording. Russia already bans adoption of children to 
parents in countries where same-sex marriage is legal. 
Queer rights advocates were stopped by a mob from ral-
lying on Coming Out Day. Still the International Olym-
pic Committee gave its go-ahead for the Winter Olym-
pics to take place in Sochi in 2014, saying Russia’s ban 
on “propaganda” of nontraditional sexual relations to 
minors would not violate the Olympic Charter because 
Russia has promised to “promote social inclusion with-
out discrimination of any kind” during the Olympics. 

*   *   *
Since November 1, parents of Intersex children in 

Germany have the option of leaving the gender section 
of their children’s birth certificates blank for their chil-
dren to fill in later, or leave undesignated all their lives. 

*   *   *
Former Victory Fellowship Church youth pastor 

Brent Girouex of Council Bluffs, Iowa, will not spend 
one day in prison for raping four boys, in his words, 
to cure them of homosexuality. The judge suspended 
Girouex’s 17-year prison sentence and mandated only 
sex offender treatment and five years probation. Eight 
more youths have accused Girouex of rape.

*   *   *
In 1987 Iran’s then-ruler Khomeini issued a fatwa 

in favor of transition surgery. The recommendation to 
anyone thinking they are Gay is to transition to the op-
posite gender. Iran ranks third among nations in tran-
sition surgery, offering government subsidies. 

*   *   *
Eric Ohena Lembembe, who directed the Cameroo-

nian Foundation for AIDS, was discovered in his home 
in mid-July tortured and murdered. Weeks earlier, the 
headquarters of Alternatives-Cameroun, AIDS services 
provider to the LGBTQ community, was burned down. 

Occupations of planned fracking sites in Canada 
and Romania showed the intensification of struggles 
against the damage fossil fuel exploitation is inflicting. 
Protests swept across Canada in late October in soli-
darity with the Elsipogtog Mi’kmaq First Nation’s bat-
tle to prevent fracking (hydraulic fracturing to extract 
natural gas) near their land. (See p. 12.) The protests 
were sparked by a national police assault on the weeks-
old protest camp in Rexton, New Brunswick, that was 
so violent it provoked burning of police cars. 

Meanwhile, Global Frackdown day, Oct. 19, saw 
250 anti-fracking protests in over 25 countries. Most 
dramatically, 800 protesters rallied in Pungesti, Roma-
nia, where a blockade by villagers had already forced 
Chevron to suspend a fracking project.

The urgency of stopping the headlong rush to ex-
tract and burn fossil fuel was underscored by the lat-
est comprehensive report from the International Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), the UN’s scientific body on 
global warming. Filtered through representatives of 
national governments, IPCC’s reports are typically con-
servative, yet they show that human activity is causing 
global warming with very dangerous consequences.
LEAVE THE FUEL IN THE GROUND

What is new in the report is the point-—previously 
made by the climate justice movement and by a few out-
spoken climate scientists like James Hansen—that if 
the world is to have any chance to keep global warm-
ing manageable, then humanity’s future emissions of 
greenhouse gases must be less than what it has already 
generated in the past 250 years of capitalist industrial-
ization. In short, we have to leave the vast majority of 
fossil fuels in the ground.

In reality, greenhouse gas emissions continue to 
rise. Some of the world’s most powerful corporations 
and some of the biggest national economies rely on fos-
sil fuel extraction—which explains the heated debate 
before the IPCC report’s release, when Saudi Arabia, 
China and Brazil tried to undermine this “carbon bud-
get” point. It also explains why the far-right Koch broth-
ers and other fossil fuel titans have worked so hard to 
discredit the IPCC and the 97% of climate scientists 
who agree with its main conclusions. 
PROFIT OVER SETTLED SCIENCE

Even before the IPCC report summary was issued, 
Koch-funded climate denial groups were attacking it. 
While Fox News ranted about a supposed cover-up, 
most corporate media just pretended there was a con-
troversy with two equal sides, instead of settled science 
opposed by a profit-driven propaganda machine.

Those attacks were only the most visible expres-
sion of vast capitalist resistance to action with regard 
to climate change. Spearheaded by oil, coal and natural 
gas companies, this resistance has blocked any bind-
ing national or international commitments to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions anywhere near as sharply as 
is needed for the future of human civilization.

In response, climate justice movements have iden-
tified those very industries as the enemy, and youth in 
those movements increasingly state that capitalism it-

self must be overcome if we are to halt its environmen-
tally and socially destructive momentum—although 
some leading movement figures, including climatolo-
gists like Hansen, are unable to let go of the fatal illu-
sion that there is no alternative to capitalism.

The frontlines of battle today are at points of ex-
traction, like the blockaded fracking sites; at lines of 
fossil fuel transport, like the Keystone XL pipeline and 
other means of releasing Canada’s tar sands oil onto 
the world market; and at points of use, such as coal-
fired power plants. Several coal-fired plants have been 
shut down in the U.S., due partly to economics, but also 
to the movement which has prevented state-capitalist 
rescue of fiscally failing plants. 

Struggles against capitalist exploitation of nature 
are also struggles against capitalist exploitation of la-
bor; the whole rotten system needs to go. Ecologically 
sound practices can only be built on new human rela-
tions. —Franklin Dmitryev

Q U E E R N O T E S
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private prop-
erty form as in the U.S., and its state 
property form, as it has historically ap-
peared in state-capitalist regimes calling 
themselves Communist as in Russia and 
China. We stand for the development of 
new human relations, what Marx first 
called a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activi-
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 

National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907–
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya’s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolution: 
From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to 
Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
en’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution (1982) spell out the philosoph-
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism interna-
tionally, as American Civilization on Tri-
al concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way road between the 
U.S. and Africa.

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, begin-
ning with Engels. In light of the crises of 
our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 

to reveal and further develop the revolu-
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted 
in her discovery of Marx’s Marxism in 
its original form as a new Humanism 
and in her re-creation of that philosophy 
for our age as Marxist-Humanism. This 
is recorded in the documents on micro-
film and open to all under the title The 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—Marxist-
Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development.

Dunayevskaya’s philosophic com-
prehension of her creation and develop-
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres-
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free-
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya’s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 

and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx-
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du-
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con-
cretizing this body of ideas for our time.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com-
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party “to lead.” We participate 
in all class and freedom struggles, nation-
ally and internationally. As our Constitu-
tion states: “It is our aim…to promote the 
firmest unity among workers, Blacks and 
other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the 
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and 
labor.” We do not separate mass activities 
from the activity of thinking. Send for a 
copy of the Constitution of News and Let-
ters Committees.

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

Latin America in continuous struggle

animals and plants are dying in many areas in Canada. 
We cannot live without the land and water. We have 
laws older than this colonial government about how to 
live with the land... We believe in healthy, just, equi-
table and sustainable communities and have a vision 
and plan of how to build them.”

In neighboring Nova Scotia, previous Canadian 
governments have recognized 
the right of the Mi’kmaq to be 
consulted on plans regarding 
the land, and for a decade have 
been negotiating a Mi’kmaq-
Nova Scotia-Canada Consulta-
tion Process. This recognition, 
if only in principle, reveals the 
regressive nature of the latest 
actions.
CAPITAL’S ‘ENEMY’

The Harper government 
regards First Nations people 
and climate scientists as its 
enemies. It has moved to gut 

environmental protections, vilified all who dared to 
question the impact of tar sands drilling and pipeline 
construction, and pulled out of the Kyoto accords. 

Harper is determined to wring every last drop of 
saleable oil and gas out of the Canadian earth. His pow-
er base, economic perspective, even his religious views, 
belong to the oil and gas industries. To this free market 
and Christian fundamentalist it makes no difference if 
the environment is ruined. 

by Gerry Emmett
On Oct. 17, Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(RCMP) attacked men and women of the Mi’kmaq and 
Elsipogtog First Nation for the “crime” of defending 
their recognized treaty rights. People, including el-
ders, were beaten and pepper 
sprayed. The Mi’kmaq were 
blocking a New Brunswick 
highway in protest of South-
western Energy doing seismic 
testing to determine whether 
local shale gas deposits merit 
drilling—which would be done 
by way of destructive fracking. 
PEOPLE FIGHT BACK

In response to the RCMP’s 
brutal assault, six police vehi-
cles were torched. Forty protes-
tors were arrested, some still in 
jail as of this writing. Opposi-
tion to the possibility of frack-
ing has been building since 2010, when the government 
of Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper opened 
up huge areas of the province to shale gas exploration.

This demonstration is part of a nationwide, and 
international, struggle by Indigenous people against 
exploitation and environmental degradation. Global 
warming makes it a fight for human survival. As Indig-
enous group Idle No More has stated: “The taking of re-
sources has left many lands and waters poisoned—the 

In a horrific attack on the upscale Westgate shop-
ping mall in Nairobi, Somalia-based Islamist terrorist 
group al-Shabaab killed at least 68 men, women and 
children. The group claimed this atrocity was a reprisal 
for Kenyan troops being in Somalia.

In fact, this brutal, inhuman attack was an ef-
fort by al-Shabaab to assert its continuing relevance 
in light of major defeats by UN-backed African Union 
troops in Somalia. The group has also been weakened 
by internal splits and defections. 

These internal tensions were highlighted by the 
recent assassination of a dissident American member, 
Omar Hammami, a prominent organizer, financier and 
propagandist who recently broke with al-Shabaab’s 
leaders.

Kenya is home to some of the world’s largest refu-
gee camps, housing hundreds of thousands of Somali 
refugees. The logic behind al-Shabaab’s attack on Ke-
nyan civilians is to increase tension and generate prej-
udice against these refugees and Kenya’s own Muslim 
population. It is a strategy of desperation.

 —E.W., G.E.

What the brutality expressed in New Bruns-
wick demonstrates is that the “free market” is 
based on the denial of freedom to live human be-
ings.

This is the history of so-called primitive accumula-
tion of capital as described by Karl Marx in Capital. 
The destruction of Indigenous societies was integral 
to it from the beginning. As Mi’kmaq Chief Alphonse 
Metallic put it following a previous episode of RCMP 
brutality over fishing rights, “Until Canada and the 
provinces recognize the aboriginal nations of North 
America, incidents of this nature will continue to hap-
pen.” 

Canada’s First Nations against fracking

Colombia—Indigenous groups and others are in 
continuous resistance to incursions on their territory 
and ways of life. Among the most recent:

A megaroad in the Valle de Sidunboy to connect 
with Brazil is being built. Colectivo de Trabajo Territo-
rio Tamoabioy, a youth group, is leading the resistance. 
The Inga-Kamentsa people, whose land the megaroad 
is destroying, were not consulted regarding its con-
struction. The road threatens their land and water, and 
may well lead to intense extraction of their natural re-
sources by large corporations.

AngloGold Ashanti’s La Colosa gold mine project 
received a decisive “No!” in a vote conducted by the 
townspeople of Piedras, in the Cajamarca district. 
Some 99% of those voting rejected the project. The vote 
was the latest step in a resistance that has involved 
roadblocks and other actions. AngloGold, through pro-
paganda and company-created “citizen committees,” 
has been working to win approval. 

There are protests against toxic spraying of the 
Embera people’s land in Northwest Colombia. The 
spraying—part of the government’s program to eradi-
cate coca production—is causing sickness in people, 
including children. The aerial spraying is often indis-
criminate, falling on non-coca areas, destroying food 
crops and contaminating water. The Embera people 
want coca growing stopped as well as the destructive 
aerial spraying.

�
Guatemala—A Canadian mining company has been 

taken to court by the Mayan Q’eqchi’ people of Lote 
Ocho, near El Estor. Hudbay Minerals Inc. will be 
standing trial for murder, rapes, and attacks against 
Indigenous Guatemalans by security personnel work-
ing for Hudbay’s subsidiary, Compañía Guatemalteca 

de Níquel (CGN). Hudbay has been involved in a land 
dispute with the Mayan community.

Rights Action, a group defending Indigenous peo-
ple in Central America, reported that “security per-
sonnel—under the control of Hudbay—gang-raped 11 
women, shot dead an Indigenous leader and outspoken 
critic of mining practices, and left another man para-
lyzed from the chest down after sustaining a gunshot 
wound.” This marks the first time that a Canadian 
court has agreed to accept a case brought by foreign 
people against a Canadian mining company.

�
Mexico—In Mexico City tens of thousands of teach-

ers from around the country have camped and held 
daily protests, disrupting traffic and services. They are 
protesting the government of President Peña Nieto, 
which passed an “educational reform” law whose pri-
mary purpose is to control teachers. The government 
claims the law improves teacher standards by testing 
teachers’ competence. But it was rammed through Con-
gress with no input from teachers. 

In the poorest states, conditions—from the physical 
structure of schools, to lack of teaching materials and 
other resources—are abysmal. The response of a mili-
tant minority has created the most substantial teacher 
protests in decades. They have gone on for months, 
including a month-long strike at the beginning of the 
school year in many states. The federal government has 
refused to negotiate in any serious manner.

Many students in Mexico City support the teach-
ers, and joined in their demonstrations. But the pro-
tests haven’t found the needed mass support from other 
sectors of society, particularly other unions—a legacy of 
corrupt, party-controlled unions. Where the movement 
will go now isn’t yet clear. —Eugene Walker

Terror at Kenyan mall

French high school students protested the drag-
ging of a 15-year old student, Leonarda Dibrani, from a 
school bus by police. Dibrani, a Kosovar girl who is also 
Roma, was being expelled from the country along with 
her family. This was not an isolated incident. Racism 
against Roma infects significant sectors of French soci-
ety, and now reaches into the innards of the “Socialist” 
government. Minister of the Interior Manuel Valls has 
said that “only a minority” of Roma could be integrated 
into society.

The Roma are a small minority in France, some 
20,000, but they are subject to extreme isolation—
many live in squalid camps on the outskirts of cities—
accused of being petty criminals, and generally being 
an “Other.” The reality of Roma life is one of economic 
poverty, and lack of opportunity for jobs or education. 
The far Right refers to them as “smelly” and “rash-in-
ducing,” which most French people condemn. But fear 
of the Other “invading” French society has a long his-
tory, particularly regarding North African and Middle 
Eastern immigrants.

France isn’t alone in its racism. England has bro-
ken up a Roma encampment and expelled its residents. 
The Czech Republic places Roma in segregated schools. 
Police in Sweden kept a special registry of Roma fami-
lies. On the other hand, Spain has made efforts to 
welcome and integrate the Roma into society through 
healthcare, education, and social housing. This is in op-
position to the anti-Roma actions of the Fascist era.

—E.W.

Anti-Roma racism
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