
by Htun Lin
A nurse on a hospital ward challenged her man-

ager when he assigned her another new patient, saying 
it was not safe for her existing patients—she had not 
even had time to tend to the previous new admissions. 
Her manager countered that, according to the metrics, 
she was due for another assignment. 

The manager explained to the distressed nurse 
that all her colleagues were overwhelmed too. The ER 
is monitored by computer tracking systems to move pa-
tients to wards within a certain amount of time.

Inevitably, the nurse realized she had to relent de-
spite her objections, as the manager pointedly demand-
ed: "Are you refusing to accept this assignment?" That 
was a threat of disciplinary action for insubordination.

Reliance on metrics in healthcare has become a 
new Taylorism, or management by time study. Every-
thing in the hospital workplace is now tracked by so-
phisticated computer programs, down to every last pill, 
gauze and penny, and down to every last motion. This 
vast pool of information becomes Big Data. Big Data, 
generated by computer tracking devices, has become 
the foreman of the new healthcare assembly line in the 
"affordability" era.

 We tend to think of the NSA, Google and Facebook 
first when we think of Big Data. But a new use for Big 
Data has emerged: to cut costs. The Affordable Care 
Act's (ACA) mission included eliminating waste, fraud 
and abuse in Medicare, as well as ending discrimina-
tion based on pre-existing conditions.

  The HMO industry transformed the concept of 
"affordability" to their own version of cost-control. 
Whereas before ACA they blocked access for those with 

The sharpness of revolution and counter-
revolution contending now, while the pro-
longed global capitalist economic crisis refuses 
to end, cries out for a philosophical direction. 
The question arises: where is the needed ban-
ner of total uprooting of the system and cre-
ation of new human relations as the goal? This 
objective need is present in every struggle 
from outright revolution in the Middle East to 
movements in the U.S. Beset by attacks and 
contradictions, they have in turn sparked counter-rev-
olutions. 

I. Dialectics of revolution 
and counter-revolution

A. Revolt and invasion in Ukraine
The rulers aim to bury the revolutionary content 

of revolts like Ukraine's not only in life but in thought. 
In its outward achievement, it was a political revolu-
tion, but in the experiences of the occupation of Maidan 
Square—and other occupations across the country—
are the seeds of social revolution. Vladimir Putin's 
Russia has besieged it, not 
only by annexing Crimea 
and leading a pro-Russian 
revolt in the east, but 
through a propaganda war 
all too eagerly swallowed 
by segments of the inter-
national Left.

As against Putin's 
phony claims to cham-
pion self-determination in 
Crimea, the real truth of 
the annexation is told by 
the thousands of Crimean 
Tatars who turned out for 
the March 18 funeral of 
Reshat Ametov. Ametov, 
a Tatar laborer and hu-
man rights activist, disap-
peared after standing in silent protest of pro-Russian 
Crimean "self-defense forces" blockading the Cabinet 
building in Simferopol. He later turned up dead with 
signs of torture. His murder is the tip of the iceberg 
of a racist campaign to expel the Tatars from Crimea, 
which would repeat Stalin's 1944 ethnic cleansing of 
Tatars. This is the character of the retrogression Pu-
tin unleashed in response to the uprising that toppled 
Ukraine's President Yanukovich.
REVOLUTIONARY NEW BEGINNINGS BORN

Unlike the 2004 "Orange Revolution," which dis-
sipated after opposition parties took over the govern-
ment, the new uprising came in the midst of the revo-
lutionary wave that began in Tunisia three years ago. 
None of the uprisings have as yet brought the new post-
capitalist society into being, but powerful revolutionary 
new beginnings have been born out of struggles from 
below, just at the time when capitalism's global crisis 
has undermined its ideological strength. 

The masses remember how 2004 left Ukraine in 
the hands of billionaire oligarchs and corrupt politi-
cians. Thus, the army is central to Russia's counter-
revolutionary moves, regardless of the risk of confron-
tation with the U.S. and the European Union, and even 
a wider war. Russia's war moves—not only the takeover 
of Crimea but the massing of troops on Ukraine's east-
ern borders while Putin organizes separatist revolts—
threaten to unleash a militarization that could eclipse 
what comes from below.

Even before Yanukovich fled the country, the U.S. 
too was trying to short-circuit the revolution by bro-
kering a deal similar to the resolution of 2004, sub-
stituting, at best, bourgeois democracy for the radical 
democracy and liberation movements brewing in the 
occupations. The aim was to stop the political revolu-
tion from developing into social revolution, an aim the 
U.S. shares with the parties now in charge in Kiev. 

All these parties and states want to take the initia-
tive away from the masses, and yet have not stopped 
maneuvering against each other. The Kiev government 

A new conflict broke out in Bolivia at the end of 
March. Thousands of miners blocked highways in five 
departments of Bolivia to protest a pending new min-
ing law. Three miners were killed by the national po-
lice, while the miners took dozens of police hostage. To 
grasp the meaning of these events, we need to look at 
what has been occurring in Bolivia since Evo Morales' 
election as president at the end of 2005.

Two perspectives for the future are being fought 
out in Bolivia. We are not talking only about the revolu-
tionary transformation in Bolivia, 2000 to the present, 
vs. the neoliberal private capitalism that continues to 
be a strong presence. This is a real, ongoing conflict. We 
are speaking of the conflict between a developmental-
ist, extractivist state-capitalism that calls itself social-
ism and a many-faceted Indigenous social movement 
taking place  within  the revolutionary transformation 
of Bolivia post-2000. This second, deeper struggle is 
the one which will help to determine whether the fight 
against capitalism—private and state—can be won.

There have been a number of manifestations 
of this second struggle since the rise of the Morales-
Garcia Linera government, an administration that has 
opposed full self-determination of the vast Indigenous 
majority in Bolivia, and has not hesitated to strike 
deals and compromises with foreign and domestic neo-
liberal private capitalism in its determination to build 
a huge state presence in the economy and society as a 
whole. Thus:

• Immediately on taking power, the MAS govern-
ment of Morales decreed that the form for the constitu-
ent assembly—which had been actively demanded by 
the social movements since 2000—would be based on 
MAS Party representation rather than social move-
ment representation.
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Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 2014-2015

From the U.S. to Ukraine, crises 
and revolts call for philosophy

This special issue carries our Draft Perspectives Thesis, part of 
our preparation for the national gathering of News and Letters 
Committees. We publish it because our age is in such total cri-
sis, facing a choice between absolute terror or absolute freedom, 
that a revolutionary organization can no longer allow any sepa-
ration between theory and practice, philosophy and revolution, 
workers and intellectuals, "inside" and "outside." Join us in 
discussing these Perspectives. 

and aspirants to power like former Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko pose closer ties to the European 
Union, including a harsh austerity program like those 
suffered by people in Greece and Ireland, as the only 
alternative to domination by Russia. The bankruptcy of 
their politics is seen in how the Kiev parliament stoked 
nationalism by passing a law (soon rescinded) down-
grading the official status of the Russian language as 
one of its first post-Yanukovich acts. In stark contrast, 
the Maidan occupation united Russian and Ukrainian 
speakers, Muslims, Christians and Jews.

The ruling classes' reactions to capitalism's eco-
nomic crisis and the ever-present currents of revolt 
have fostered militarism and narrow nationalism and 

fueled interna-
tional conflicts. 
This background 
of ongoing ten-
sion means that 
the specter of 
a broader war 
lurks behind 
each individual 
flashpoint, from 
U.S. and Israel 
vs. Iran; to Chi-
na's territorial 
disputes with 
Japan, The Phil-
ippines, and oth-
er nearby coun-
tries; to North 
Korea vs. South 
Korea, Japan 

and the U.S. In each case, past episodes of brinkman-
ship are no guarantee that the next time will manage to 
stop at the brink. It's not as if wars aren't already being 
waged, including the 13-year-old war in Afghanistan, 
as well as battles in places like Somalia and eastern 
Congo, where fighting continues a decade after the end 
of the "African world war."

It is also true that history did not end with the Cold 
War. Just as the meager "peace dividend" soon evapo-
rated in the U.S., chaos and lowered life expectancies 
appeared in Russia. The West abandoned the people of 
Russia and its former satellites to "free market" shock 
treatment, in collusion with the new oligarchs, who 
overlap with the old "Communist" elite. At the same 
time, the Clinton and Bush administrations expanded 
NATO and ran roughshod over Iraq, which is still suf-
fering the aftermath of war and military occupation. 
The Obama administration greatly expanded the drone 
assassination program as well as the U.S. military 
presence in Africa and an open "pivot to Asia." 
NEVER-ENDING WARS

But Putin judges that the U.S. has been weakened 
after its adventurous blunder in Iraq and the collapse 
of its "red line" in Syria. To the extent that it has been 
weakened, it is not so much due to "feckless" policies 
as it is due to mass disgust after over a decade of war 
combined with the deterioration of the superpower's 
economic base. That is not helped by a military budget 
exceeding the total of the next 13 top military spenders. 
In the same way, huge factors in the USSR's collapse 
were its own economic sickness, worsened by sky-high 
military spending, and its population's disgust at its 
war in Afghanistan together with the explosions of the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

However, the U.S. and the even more weakened 
Russia both possess nuclear arsenals sufficient to 
destroy human civilization many times over. The fact 
is that the threat of nuclear war is still very much 
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fight AIDS in Africa by downplaying the need for con-
doms. Many states now have laws allowing healthcare 
providers to refuse to perform a medical service that 
conflicts with their beliefs, including allowing pharma-
cists the right to refuse to dispense doctor-prescribed 
morning-after emergency contraceptive or birth control 

pills. 
The Catho-

lic Church is a 
hugely power-
ful force behind 
the ridiculous 
notion that gov-
ernment fund-
ing of birth con-
trol impinges on 
their "religious 
liberty." The 
opposite is the 
truth. Catholic 
medical institu-
tions now treat 

one in every six U.S. hospital patients and refuse to do 
abortions or direct sterilizations, honor patients' end of 
life wishes, give rape victims the morning after pill, or 
dispense any birth control. Exactly whose religious lib-
erty is being trampled on?
IT'S NOT ABOUT RELIGION

Casting aside pretensions that this is even about 
religion, Senators Roy Blunt and Marco Rubio intro-
duced a bill, fortunately defeated, that would exempt 
both insurance purchasers and providers–be they reli-
gious or not–from covering any services that go against 
either their "religious beliefs or moral convictions." 

Religious liberty should never mean the right 
of a state, religious hierarchy, company or busi-
ness to impose their concept of religion upon an 
individual. If "religious liberty" does not mean the 
right of the individual—even if that is to practice 
no religion—then it has lost all meaning. 

The only reason to be opposed to birth control is 
because one is opposed to women controlling our own 
bodies. Either women are sluts and don't deserve pro-
tection from pregnancy, since pregnancy is the price 
women should pay for any sexual activity that anti-
birth controllers disapprove of; or it's God's plan that 
women get pregnant and we can't interfere with God's 
plan. 

Having the right to control our bodies is insepara-
ble from the idea of freedom. That is because the right 
to legal, safe, accessible birth control, and abortion for 
that matter, is not alone a question of "rights." Rather, 
it is a question of what it means to be a whole human 
being. 

The war against birth control is a war against the 
idea that women are actually human beings who have 
a right to control their fertility and plan when and if to 
have a child. Women and all human beings must have 
control over our own bodies for freedom to be a reality. 
We fool ourselves if we think we will ever achieve that 
without a total reorganization of society.

Birth control and being human
by Terry Moon

Birth control has been un-
der attack for a very long time 
but is big news now because of 

the lawsuit that has made its way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood 
Specialties are suing the government over 
a stipulation in the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) that mandates that these compa-
nies—not individuals—pay for birth control 
in their employees' healthcare plans. 

While there has been much written on 
the absurdity that a corporation has "be-
liefs," those who care about women's free-
dom are rightly worried since this Supreme 
Court has declared that corporations are 
people and are covered under the free 
speech amendment in the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

Hobby Lobby is claiming—incorrect-
ly—that morning-after methods of birth 
control, Plan B and Ella, work by causing 
an abortion. In scientific fact, these medications keep 
women from ovulating so they could not possibly cause 
an abortion. Unfathomably, the Court won't consider 
that actual fact, but only what Hobby Lobby "believes" 
to be true! The company will also not fund intrauter-
ine devices (IUDs) that do keep a fertilized egg from 
implanting in a women's uterus. But remember—and 
these days it is getting harder to remember—abortion 
is legal and what's being aborted isn't a fetus but a fer-
tilized egg! They are refusing to have corporate insur-
ance pay for a completely legal procedure. 
RABID ATTACKS

But even before Hobby Lobby raised a stink, we 
had Rush Limbaugh's savaging of then college student 
Sandra Fluke as a slut and a whore whose sex should 
be filmed for his enjoyment because she supported the 
ACA birth control mandate. Before that, the so-called 
Concerned Women for America and the American As-
sociation of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
proved their fanatical ideology by decrying Ella as 
"unsafe" and proclaiming that it "kills embryos" even 
though it doesn't and has been approved safe in 22 
countries. George W. Bush's eight-year administra-
tions poured millions of dollars into denying students 
knowledge about effective birth control by pushing 
abstinence-only education in the U.S. and by trying to 

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

On Feb. 14, the 23rd annual Women's Memorial 
March in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, was also held in 
17 other cities in the U.S. and Canada. The march de-
mands justice for missing and murdered Indigenous 
women, crimes often ignored by law enforcement and 
the media. Lauren Chief Elk and Laura M. Madison, 
who formed the Save Wiyabi Project a year ago, stat-
ed they already tracked 1,050 incidents. When victims 
are mentioned in the media, they are often misidenti-
fied as white or Latina, obscuring the problem of racism 
against Native women. They are also often identified 
or misidentified as sex workers or substance abusers, 
turning public sympathy against them.

*   *   *
April 11 was the online premiere of the short docu-

drama film "¡PODER!" Filmmaker Lisa Russell had 
Emelin Cabrera and Elba Velasquez act out their own 
story of how, at the ages of 11 and 14, they were in-
spired by the international Let Girls Lead foundation to 
change conditions in their town of Concepcion Chiqui-
richapa in Guatemala. In their Mayan community, only 
10% of girls complete primary school, and half become 
pregnant before the age of 18. Braving misogynist dis-
couragement, they convinced the mayor to open a Mu-
nicipal Office of Childhood and Adolescence and create 
public policies addressing girls' needs in the areas of 
health, education, HIV and family violence prevention. 
Russell is screening the film for girls' organizations in 
the U.S., Chiapas, Mexico, and Puerto Rico.

*   *   *
In April, artist Tatyana Fazlalizadeh brought her 

"Stop Telling Me to Smile" project to Atlanta, GA, at 
the invitation of students and professors from Georgia 
State University, who, along with local artists, helped 
wheat paste her posters in public areas. The posters of 
women are captioned: "My Outfit is Not an Invitation" 
and "Women Do Not Owe You Their Time or Conversa-
tion." She has brought her campaign to Philadelphia, 
Washington, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. "This is all about how women's bodies are 
consumed and are considered public property for dis-
play, comment and consumption. Women need to start 
talking about their daily moments because it's the 
smaller stuff that affects the larger things, like rape, 
domestic violence, harassment in the workplace."

Godless Americana: Race and Religious Rebels, by 
Sikivu Hutchinson (Infidel Books, 2013).

This collection of essays continues the conversa-
tion started in Hutchinson's 2011 book Moral Combat: 
Black Atheists, Gender Politics, and the Values War. 
Hutchinson, an atheist, is the founder of Black Skep-
tics Los Angeles and a senior fellow at the Institute for 
Humanist Studies. 

Atheism, skepticism, and humanism are over-
lapping movements that fight the religious Right. 
Hutchinson's previous book was ground-breaking in 
challenging the largely male, white and science- and 
reason-focused New Atheist movement to include a 
focus on social justice and the perspectives of women, 
people of color, and LGBT people. In both books, she 
explains in detail the devastating effects of social op-
pression on individuals and how it helps the religious 
Right's agenda.

The religious Right promotes the notion that rac-
ism, sexism and classism have disappeared and that 
Americans live in a meritocracy where anyone can 
achieve wealth simply by working harder, praying and 
using "Biblical principles" in business. This "Prosper-
ity Gospel" is especially popular in Black churches, and 
Hutchinson explains how this form of exploitation cre-
ated the predatory lending/mortgage crisis. 

She also describes the very real effects of rac-
ism in education. Most Black youth face constant 
negative expectations, including from teachers, 
that they will supposedly become criminals or de-
pendent upon the welfare system. They lack role 
models and experience discrimination in higher 
education. Predominantly Black high schools 
lack college preparation courses and are tar-
geted by military recruiters. The religious Right 
itself is attempting to destroy public education. 

Another disastrous effect of the religious Right 
on Black religious communities has been patriarchy. 
Hutchinson eloquently explains the connections be-
tween "masculine and feminine" gender roles that are 
drilled into children and other forms of oppression. 
"Gay conversion" scams and the homelessness that dis-
proportionately affects Queer youth of color result from 
belief in these supposedly "natural" roles. These roles 
also influence racist stereotypes such as the "hyper-
masculine" Black thug and the "hyper-sexual" Black 
woman who supposedly invites rape. 

Hutchinson shows how the cloying notions of white 
"femininity" and "innocence," both sexual and other-
wise, against which white feminists rebel, have also 
historically given them the ability to oppress Black 
people. The opposite stereotype, the "primitive savage," 
continues to fuel the notion that people of color are a 
threat requiring various sorts of control ranging from 
constant policing to reproductive control. 

Hutchinson reveals to white atheists, who some-
times believe this racist stereotype, the real reasons 
why religion has been so important to the Black com-
munity. Historically, especially for Black women, it has 
been a means of morally asserting their humanity as 
well as one of the few areas where they can exercise 
authority. The disproportionate deaths of Black youth 
due to violence and health problems are also a factor. 
While public programs are slashed, churches are often 
the only available community centers and "young wom-
en…can't just trot down the street to the local center of 
reason and science for a healing dose of evolution when 
there is a crisis in their families." 

Hutchinson does not delve into solutions to the re-
ligious Right and social oppression other than implying 
that all people should embrace atheism (although reli-
gious people have praised her books). However, part of 
the solution does lie in projects like her own Women's 
Leadership Program, started in 2002. There young 
women are encouraged to analyze these issues through 
a feminist, humanist lens and become leaders in their 
communities. —Adele

Godless Americana

March 25, 2014, demonstration in Wash., D.C., as the U.S. Supreme 
Court decided to take the Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby Stores case.

We change in prison
Chowchilla, Calif.—When I came here to prison 35 

years ago, I was angry. I was hurt—physically, men-
tally and spiritually. I have fought very hard to become 
a person who lives with dignity.

Now, I have completed my GED, gotten a college de-
gree and completed a lot of other vocational certificates. 
More importantly, however, I have become a person full 
of compassion. I have lots of it now, where I didn't have 
it before I came.

I want my life to be a service to others. I want my 
story about my dysfunctional life to be a lesson to oth-
ers, so they can avoid the mistakes in choices I made.

To have compassion, an open, loving heart towards 
other people, is healing. Don't judge, don't assume, 
don't stereotype.

To become whole, you have to be honest with your-
self, take an inventory, and figure out what made you 
a dysfunctional, hate-filled person. It could have come 
from various sources: abuse, rape, poverty, addiction as 
a way to deal with the hurt in your life. You need to be 
honest about it. Talk about it, not to re-live it but to 
turn it around to make it empower you to help others, 
too, get past their hurt, to realize that to share means 
you are not alone.

When you learn to ask for help you practice an 
open, loving heart.

Now I am facilitating Natural Healing Group. It 
teaches how not to suppress yourself by shutting down 
or medicating. It's about talking it out, sharing with 
others in the group. I want people to understand that 
people do change. It's a slow process, but it works! Don't 
hold on to the hurt in your life. By sharing you can get 
rid of it.

I know who I am today—a loving person who would 
help anyone. All I need is a chance. 

 —F.G.

Equal Pay Day rally
Chicago—A couple of people interrupted Gov. Pat 

Quinn when he took his turn at the podium on April 8 
to address the crowd of several hundred people at the 
Richard J. Daley Center. He was speaking on Equal 
Pay Day, saying we have the Equal Pay Act but not in 
reality. Quinn said, "Many women who make minimum 
wage are working full-time while raising children. 
Can't we all agree that nobody should work 40 hours 
a week and be relegated to raising their family in pov-
erty?" He also pointed to the fact that, when his mother 
was born in 1918, women did not have the right to vote. 
"It's hard to imagine such a time," he went on, "But 
thankfully—over the last few decades—many barriers 
to equal rights for women have been knocked down." 

He was interrupted by yelling from fracking pro-
testors. When the eruption occurred, my friend's reac-
tion was: "I would agree with them, and add demands 
for pensions for government workers and retirees." 
Another friend said, "If politicians want us to support 
them, they need to be respectful of women." 

—Sue S.

http://www.takepart.com Photo: Brendan Smialowski
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continued from p. 1
pre-existing conditions, now they restrict access to all.  

According to a recent report from the McKinsey 
Global Institute, "the U.S. healthcare system could 
save $300 billion a year ($1,000 per American) through 
better integration and analysis of the data produced 
by everything from clinical trials to health insurance 
transactions to smart running shoes." Those savings 
have to be spent on an army of foremen and overseers 
to monitor computer data. 
WEIGHING WORKERS DOWN

As one rank-and-file caregiver put it, "For every 
worker, there is an undisclosed cadre of supervisors, 
consultants and monitors to measure and track every 
minute of our work." But they're not in touch with the 
concrete reality on the shop floor. 

Traditional medical research utilized con-
crete epidemiological data to determine spe-
cific causes of disease, such as those collected 
and studied by the Centers for Disease Control. 
HMOs' interpretation of data is an analysis to cut 
cost. They seek at every turn to eliminate live hu-
man beings, to replace them with machines.

Medical researchers have developed a useful tool 
called the "Checklist," checking for a very concrete set 
of criteria. For example, before surgery, asking the pa-
tient to identify the correct limb to be operated on, and 
checking and double-checking all tasks to ensure accu-
racy and precision.

HMOs have created their own checklist. At the top 
of that list they put cost control, usurping the decisions 
of caregivers at each step. Admonishing caregivers with 
extensive professional training, as if they were children, 
to perform something as basic and essential as hand 
washing, is a sign that something is terribly amiss. It 
has become increasingly difficult for health workers to 
perform tasks to their full professional capacity when 
they are constantly treated like robots.
HUMAN COSTS

Hospitals are also beset by the proliferation of 
antibiotic-resistant super-bugs. When mechanical 
thinking dominates the shop floor, no amount of edicts 
issued from the digital ivory tower of HMO Big Data 
can deny the inevitability of mistakes and accidents. 
Real quality of patient care is not possible.

For health workers to adequately support their 
patients, they have to be supported. Caregivers cannot 
give quality care when they don't feel that care them-
selves.

Big Data has the power to measure everything 
and analyze anything. It indulges the fetish of hi-tech 
and numbers as pure quantity. It knows the cost of ev-
erything. It understands the value of nothing, nor the 
meaning of anything. Only human beings can tran-
scend that kind of alienation, because we were the ones 
who created it.

WORKSHOPTALKS

Queens, N.Y.—When driver Jairo Reyes was fired 
by UPS at one of its Queens locations, 250 drivers did 
what any class-conscious union member would do: On 
Feb. 26 they held a 90-minute protest rally outside the 
Maspeth facility demanding that Reyes be rehired. How 
did UPS respond? By firing all 250 workers. 

UPS terminated 20 drivers for participating in the 

UPS drivers risk jobs for solidarity 
Feb. 26 walkout to protest the unjust firing of Reyes. 
They told an additional 230 drivers they'd be fired as 
soon as replacements could be found for them. UPS 
management said the walkout violated the contract be-
tween UPS and Teamsters Local 804. 

City officials blasted UPS for the termination, par-
ticularly in light of the fact that the company received 
significant financial incentives from the city. When 
the city said that they would cancel city contracts with 
UPS, the company responded at first by saying that 
they would fire even more workers. After an incred-
ible amount of community support, UPS said it would 
not terminate the 250 workers and would rehire Reyes, 

who was fired due to a dispute over his work hours. 
UPS has now reached an agreement with the 

Teamsters. The union will be required to pay damages 
incurred by the protest in exchange for the workers' 
jobs. In addition the workers who joined the rally will 
be required to serve a short suspension without pay 

Though UPS claims the union agreed that the work 
stoppage was illegal, Local 804 said that the protest 
was legal and permitted under the union contract. The 
workers have returned to the Maspeth facility. "We're 
looking forward to turning the corner and getting on 
a new road with UPS," Teamster Local 804 President 
Tim Sylvester said in a statement: "The drivers deliv-
ered their message to UPS about unfair treatment. Now 
every one [of] them will be back delivering packages."

—Michael Gilbert

Kissinger's holocausts 
Chicago—On March 29 people from a dozen or 

more anti-war organizations gathered in front of the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel to confront former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, named keynote speaker for the 
Awards Banquet of the Illinois Holocaust Museum. 
Kissinger deserves to face protests wherever he dares 
to speak publicly. But a museum dedicated to remem-
bering victims of the Nazi Holocaust cannot honor the 
man who created fresh holocausts by invading Cambo-
dia in 1970 and overthrowing Allende in Chile in 1973.

Speakers at the Hyatt denounced Kissinger's war 
crimes during the Vietnam era, and his installing the 
Pinochet regime and its reign of terror in Chile. But 
Kissinger, now four decades out of office, still sows seeds 
of future atrocities through his corporate connections. 

His March 7 Washington Post article suggested 
that Putin could use the pretext of self-determina-
tion for Russian speakers in Ukraine to undermine 
Ukraine's self-determination. Kissinger dismisses sup-
port for anti-Assad revolutionaries in Syria as saying 
that Assad "is killing his own people, and we've got to 
punish him. But that's not what's going on. It may have 
been started by a few democrats. But on the whole it's 
an ethnic and sectarian conflict. It is now a civil war 
between sectarian groups. If we get rid of Assad, then 
we form a coalition government. Inconceivable."

Unfortunately Kissinger's views line up with a 
portion of the anti-war activists who ignore the Syrian 
revolution. Rally organizers cut off the open mike just 
as a News and Letters Committees speaker was about 
to make that point. —Bob McGuire 

South Africans: don't 
vote for messiahs!

Durban, South Africa—Elections should be the season 
of hope. Steve Biko declared that our fight was for an 
open society, a society where the color of a person's skin 
will not be a point of reference or departure, a society in 
which each person has one vote.

We have the vote but the political parties do 
not represent the aspirations of the people. Mil-
lions of Black people remain poor and oppressed. 
When we organize outside of the African Nation-
al Congress, we are violently repressed.

This election on May 7 is not the season of hope. It 
is the season of deception, slander, gutter politics and 
lies. There are campaigns to encourage our people, and 
in particular young people, to vote. We are being told 
every day that voting is the way to express our hopes 
and to build a better society. Politicians are leaving the 
comfort of their fortresses and frequenting our town-
ships. They all say that they are disgusted that we are 
still living below the poverty line in squalid conditions, 
with no water and electricity. They all say that voting is 
the way to restore the dignity of our people.

Those who claim to be so disgusted with how the 
people are living include the same ones that have been 
stealing from the people… 

Another feature of our politics is that it has become 
about messiahs. John Block tells us that walking with 
Zuma is like walking next to God. According to Andile 
Mngxitama, Julius Malema has become Maolema. 
Helen Zille has been given the name Nobantu (people's 
person).

In the Black Consciousness Movement we read a 
lot. Some of us started as teenagers. At a young age 
we read Frantz Fanon's warning about leaders that 
send the oppressed to their caves and tell them to leave 
politics to the professionals or the messiahs. We under-
stood clearly that a radical politics is a democratic poli-
tics and that a democratic politics is a politics in which 
the oppressed control their own organizations and par-
ticipate in all decision making…

We are in the struggle to kill the idea that one kind 
of person is superior to another kind of person. We want 
to abolish racism. But we also want to abolish the idea 
that politics is about choosing between Zuma, Zille and 
Malema.

The formation of the Black Consciousness 
Movement in this country was a realization by 
Black people that we could no longer stand and 
be spectators of the game we are supposed to be 
playing. This election season continues to dem-
onstrate the relevance of Biko's teachings… 

Today our generation has to encourage people not 
to accept the hardships that they are facing. We have to 
find a way, even in the environments we are forced to 
live in, to have hope for ourselves and our country and 
to organize to confront oppression. That is what Black 
Consciousness is all about. It is not about supporting 
one corrupt messiah against another corrupt one. It is 
about taking a side with the people.

After the murders of Tatane, the Marikana miners, 
Gwala and Nzuza, it is immoral to vote for Zuma of the 
ANC. After Nkandla it is immoral to vote for Zuma. Af-
ter Blikkiesdorp and the Hangberg evictions it is im-
moral to vote for Zille of the Democratic Alliance. 

After Malema of the Economic Freedom Fighters 
forced his way into the leadership of the ANC Youth 
League and he and his friends plundered the organiza-
tion, as well as the Limpopo government and the Na-
tional Youth Development Agency, it is immoral to vote 
for him too. Zuma must go on trial for Marikana and 
Nkandla. Zille must go on trial for Hangberg. Malema 
must go on trial for his plunder and unpaid taxes.

But corruption and repression are not our only 
problems. There is no doubt that the ANC is rotten, 
but it is a grave mistake to divorce corruption from the 
rotten form of crony capitalism that we have in South 
Africa. Both the ANC and the DA are proponents of the 
kind of capitalism that always makes the rich richer 
and the poor poorer. They are both proponents of the 
Youth Wage Subsidy, which is a false solution to un-
employment. We need a subsidy for the people, not for 
capital.

The EFF say that they will nationalize the 
mines and run them for the people. But no one 
in their right mind can trust Malema to run the 
mines for the people.

We have to ask ourselves why it is that we now 
have the vote but there is no one to vote for. Maybe the 
reason is that the political parties are all funded by 
elites and so they all work for elites. We need to change 
the system in which the parties are funded. All par-
ties should receive the same funding from the state and 
there should be no secret and private funding.

Elections should be an opportunity for the people 
to choose their representatives from amongst them-
selves. What we have today is a system whereby we can 
only choose which group of rich people, working for the 
big capitalists, we want to rule us. 

—Ayanda Kota 
Unemployed People's Movement

Minimum wage is a 
starvation wage

Detroit—Adjusted for inflation, the minimum wage 
would be $18 an hour, not the existing $7.25. President 
Obama by executive order raised the minimum wage to 
$10.10 an hour for working on future federal contracts, 
and now the Senate has approved increasing the na-
tional minimum wage to $10.10 by 2016. Although 65% 
of Americans are in favor of an increase, the likelihood 
of enactment of the measure is dim due to opposition 
in the Republican-controlled House of Representatives.

Wages have stagnated for several decades—
the standard of living of Americans today is less 
than it was in 1972. The average wage of a worker 
today is $20.39, not the $38 an hour it would be if 
wages had kept up with inflation. 

Historically, minimum wage increases have had 
positive effects on the economy. An estimated 27.8 mil-
lion people would benefit from even the inadequate 
raise to $10.10. That would also reduce by 4.6 million 
the number of people living in poverty.

Most workers in minimum-wage jobs are not typi-
cally teenagers going into entry-level jobs, as opponents 
claim, but adults thrown out of work by the recession 
and non-recovery, with an average age of 35. 

These proposed solutions, although they monopo-
lize the media, only nibble around the edges of the 
failed economic system. They produce the inhumanity 
we face over discussions of things like minimum wage.

—Andy Phillips

UPS drivers' solidarity in 2014 recalls the Minneapolis general strike 
which ended on May 25, 1934, with recognition of the Teamsters.
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA Feuerbach's mechanical materialism and what he 

called "vulgar communism." Indeed, he praised Hegel 
for that most creative category "negation of negation," 
which Feuerbach had rejected as "mystical." He worked 
for a truly new world which we would call classless, 
non-sexist, non-racist, truly human relations. 

Let me sum it up by 
repeating briefly the two 
true historic unchainings 
of the dialectic: (1) No 
separation between 
thought and reality; 
dialectics characterized 
both the subjective and 
objective development. 
(2) He was not keeping 
in totally separate 
departments materialism 
and idealism. He was 
uniting them to create a 
totally new category—a 
"new Humanism."

EACH AGE HAS 
the laborious and 
unpostponable task of 
working out for its own 
era what, precisely, of the 
dialectic would achieve 
free dom. Lenin singled 
out "transformation 
into opposite" when he 
was confronted by the 
betrayal of the Second 
International.2 What is 
the most crucial aspect, 
and was totally new, was that he didn't stop with 
betrayal and he didn't leave the totally new aspect at the 
economic stage when capitalism reached imperialism, 
but showed that since every unit has its opposite within 
itself, it is also true with a section of labor itself who 
had become "the aristocracy of labor." AND all this was 
done in his return to the encounter with the Hegelian 
dialectic, "in and for itself," by having a totally new 
"additional" subject that was not just a helpmate. 

2. See "The Collapse of the Second International and the 
Break in Lenin's Thought," Chapter 10 of Dunayevskaya's 
Marxism and Freedom.

Editor's note: The presentation excerpted here 
was given by Raya Dunayevskaya to the Resident Edi-
torial Board of News and Letters Committees on Feb. 
17, 1985. The original can be found in the Supple-
ment to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #16420.

Unchaining the revolutionary dialectic

Let me concretize it so precisely that we can begin a 
continuous process of development of what unchaining 
of the dialectic had meant in Marx's age and what it 
has been in ours. Marx, by unchain ing the dialectic 
first, discovered a whole new continent of thought and 
of revolution. Read again those words "of thought and 
of revolu tion." That is what concreteness means in a 
dialectical sense. 

This openness and totally new direction found 
constant proof of itself and its own correctness because 
Marx's critique of that Hegelian dialectic1 meant not 
merely a substitution of materialism for idealism, but 
an extension of the dialectic from its seeming burial in 
Thought alone by the presence of the dialectic in the 
development of reality. 

Not only that. Marx thereby revealed the historic 
barrier which none could cross over, not even a Hegel. 
It is this which exposed the need for Hegel to have 
that mystical covering spread over his revolutionary 
dialectic—the power of negativity. The greatness 
of the French Revolution, the dialectics in action of 
the sans culottes, who were the true discoverers and 
practitioners of democracy. They were artisans and not 
yet a subject that would successfully, totally transform 
the old society. 

MARX, ON THE OTHER HAND, did see a 
revolutionary subject—the proletariat—who could 
and, he said, would achieve the revolu tionary 
transformation. Moreover, Marx made it clear that 
just as he was not separating thought from reality, 
or the fundamental Man/Woman relationship, so he 
was uniting materialism with idealism, calling it a 
"new Humanism." With it, he separated himself from 

1. Dunayevskaya is referring to "Critique of the Hegelian 
Dialectic" and "Private Property and Communism" in 
Marx's 1844 Humanist Essays, or Economic and Philosophic 
Manuscripts. See "A New Continent of Thought," Chapter 2 
of her Philosophy and Revolution.

Rather, it was the actual bacillus of the revolution—the 
national revolution, in his case the 1916 Irish Easter 
Uprising. Lenin, however, did not know the Humanist 
Essays of Marx, much less where Marx left off in his 
Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic, promising to return. 

What we had to do for the mid-20th century when 
we were confronted 
with the shocking fact of 
counter-revolution arising 
from within the revolution 
itself, the transfor-
mation into opposite of 
the first workers' state 
into a state-capitalist 
society, was to catch the 
link of continuity with 
Karl Marx when he 
unchained the Hegelian 
dialectic, transforming 
and extending it to the 
Marxian. The climax 
of what was churning 
in me in the immediate 
post-World War II period 
and came alive first in 
the simultaneity of my 
exchange of letters with 
C.L.R. James and Grace 
Lee3 (Boggs) on Lenin's 
Notebooks and my activity 
in the miners' general 
strike, were those letters 
of May 12 and May 20, 
1953.4

The first unchaining 
of the dialectic for our age came with my breakthrough 
on the Absolute Idea: I held that there was a movement 
from Practice as well as from Theory. In a word, the 
consciousness in making a category of the movement 
from Practice was to expand with the added phrase: 
"which is itself a form of theory." And it is this 
movement from Practice that is itself a form of Theory 
that created the challenge for the theoreticians to work 
out the new stage of cognition where philosophy would 
be rooted in this movement from Practice. 

A SECOND UNCHAINING which revealed the 
specificity, originality and uniqueness of the whole 
body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism came to first bloom 
in 19735 when the return to Hegel meant both the 
grappling with all of Hegel's major philosophic works 
and the realization that I happened to have started the 
confrontation in the Encyclopedia at the very paragraph 
following where Marx left off in the Philosophy of 
Mind.6 In our case this resulted in the fact that not 
even Absolute as combining theory and practice, i.e., 
as a totality, really answered the task. The task first 
begins, or, to put it the way we expressed it in chapter 
1 of Philosophy and Revolution: It is Absolute Idea as 
New Beginning. By then plunging into the three final 
syllogisms of the Philosophy of Mind, we discovered 
also a new Hegel. Thus Hegel in the last year of his 
life, in the final paragraph of the Encyclopedia replaced 
Logic, left it totally open for future generations.7

Insofar as Marx was concerned, though he didn't 
comment on those specific syllogisms, he had so unified 
philosophy and revolution that, though the Critique 
of the Gotha Program did not contain the expression 
"revolution in permanence," it could nonetheless 
become ground for organization.

Indeed, our serious analysis of that work showed 
that no post-Marx Marxist unchained the dialectic, not 
even Lenin, who did penetrate the dialectic on revolution, 
but did not when it came to the Party.8 This led us to 
the creation of a category of post-Marx Marxism as the 
generation which does not fully reconnect with Marx's 
Marx ism. In a word, even the Great Divide in Marxism 
which Lenin did create and which was concretized in 
the magnificent State and Revolution had, however, 
kept the Party as his own "private enclave" called 
the vanguard party. The two fields in which I did not 
follow Lenin were the vanguard party and his confined 
conception of women's liberation.9

3. C.L.R. James and Grace Lee were co-leaders with Du-
nayevskaya of the Johnson-Forest Tendency. Johnson and 
Forest were the party names of James and Dunayevskaya.

4. Dunayevskaya's May 1953 letters on Hegel's Absolutes can 
be found in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 
See also A 1980s View: The Coal Miners' General Strike of 
1949–50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S.

5. Philosophy and Revolution was published in 1973.
6. Marx's "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic" ends on para. 384 

of Philosophy of Mind, the last book of Hegel's Encyclopedia 
of the Philosophical Sciences. Dunayevskaya's May 20, 1953, 
letter begins analysis of the work with para. 385. 

7. See discussion of the conclusion of Philosophy of Mind on 
pp. 41-45 of Philosophy and Revolution.

8. See "The Philosopher of Permanent Revolution Creates New 
Ground for Organization," Chapter 11 of Dunayevskaya's 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution. 

9. Dunayevskaya expands on this in Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, 
p. 63 as well as Chapter 11.
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From the Preface to 
The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism:

Integral to Dunayevskaya's work of 1986-87 was her concentration on a 
crucial problem of our era—the relationship between the search for non-
elitist forms of organization and the dialectics of philosophy. That relation 
is crucial to work out if we are to over-
come the legacy of unfinished, aborted, 
transformed-into-opposite revolutions. In 
singling out these 1953 Letters on Hegel's 
Absolutes as the "ground and roof" for over-
coming the separation of philosophy from 
organization, Dunayevskaya's June 1, 1987, 
presentation on Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy speaks to all those search-
ing for pathways to overcome the division 
between theory and practice to uproot this 
racist, sexist, class-divided society.

...Each of these works represents a con-
cretization of, and a return to, the 1953 
Letters on Hegel's Absolutes. In her Presen-
tation on Dialectics of Organization and 
Philosophy, Dunayevskaya re-examined 
this 1953 philosophic breakthrough once 
more, this time in relation to the dialec-
tics of organization and philosophy—in 
Marx, in post-Marx Marxism, and in Marxist-
Humanism. In this presentation, which has three parts—The Philosophic 
Point; Dialectics of Organization; and Untrodden Paths in Organization—
Dunayevskaya created a whole new philosophic category, pinpointing her 
1953 Letters on Hegel's Absolutes as the "philosophic moment" from which 
all Marxist-Humanist originality has sprung. 
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but better hidden, corruption. 
The elephant lurking in the room is a scheme be-

ing pushed by Couillard, called Plan Nord, a mining 
and energy extraction project that will affect a terri-
tory nearly twice the size of France, and will involve 
the appropriation of large areas of land belonging to 
Indigenous people. This is what Couillard and his Lib-
eral Party are about. If they can cover up the inherent 
corruption and global corporate connivance, which goes 
on with that kind of scheme, they may well succeed.

Unless there is a mass movement to push things 
in a different direction, this election could be a setback 
for Québec for years to come. But for now there seems 
to be a lack of a concept of what a truly free Québécois 
or Canadian society would be like. We need to be able to 
recognize the new movements for freedom and human-
ity that are going to arise, when they arise, and then 
help them develop.

—Ti-Ouistiti, Montréal, and PJ, Québec

The results of the Québec Election on April 7 are 
a disaster that may have implications for all of North 
America. The stakes were high, but the campaign was 
so bad and lacking in content that many of us joked 
about hoping for a spring blizzard that would give us an 
excuse not to leave the house and fulfill our civic duty 
at the polls. 

The Liberal Party (PLQ) now has a majority gov-
ernment, 70 out of 125 seats, and may hold power 
for five years. Philippe Couillard, former Minister of 
Health and Social Services, deeply anti-labor and a 
stooge for the mining industry, will be sworn in as Pre-
mier very shortly. The Parti Québécois (PQ) now has 
only 30 seats. Premier Pauline Marois lost in her own 
district, Several of her cabinet ministers lost as well. 
The Coalition Avenir Québec, CAQ or "les Caquistes," 
a "center-right" party that preaches entrepreneurism, 
got 23 seats, and Québec Solidaire, a nominally Left-
ist party with good intentions but only vague reformist 
ideas, not deep social change, won three seats. 

This was the dirtiest campaign in memory, primar-
ily based on salissage (dirt-throwing), rather than on 
substantive issues, all of it aggravated by social media. 
Couillard and the PLQ won, not because they cam-
paigned brilliantly or had anything to offer, but because 
Marois lost control of her agenda. Her first mistake was 
calling an election with the hope of gaining a majority 
government. She came to power in 2012 because of the 
widespread corruption of the Liberal Charest govern-
ment. One thing that voters expected from her was that 
she would clean house. She did to some degree, but was 
not decisive. 

Her campaign came apart on March 9, when she 
shared a platform with media mogul Pierre Karl 
Péladeau, candidate for St-Jérôme. She allowed him to 
move the PQ platform from social democracy and the 
Charter of Québec Values to calling for a referendum 
on sovereignty/independence. That is not the main issue 
for most Québécois outside her party, nor is identity pol-
itics. Most are social democrats, and for those who are 
independents, independence also means freedom from 
capitalism and the hyper-rich like Péladeau. Marois has 
shown herself to be a "loose cannon." The CAQ drained 
off much of the vote of those who were dissatisfied with 
the Liberals and might otherwise have voted PQ. 

People are anxious to see who Couillard will choose 
for his cabinet. Most of the old Charest cabinet mem-
bers are under investigation for corruption, as are most 
of Couillard's top Liberal Party colleagues. There are 
questions about Couillard's possible ties to the elite 
in Saudi Arabia, possible offshore bank accounts, and 
ties to mining and energy interests in Canada and else-
where. With him, we can expect to see a renewed war on 
labor and on the French language, a whole new stage of 
environmental destruction, and even more widespread, 

Québec election the 'dirtiest campaign'NYC fighting the test
New York, N.Y.—Rallies and protests were held at 

over 30 New York City schools on April 11, the first 
day of state-enforced mandatory standardized English 
language testing. At every level of the educational sys-
tem—from grade school children at Public School 87 
to students at many New York high schools—protests 
were loud and vehement. 

At Public School 87, principal Monica Berry told 
a local news station, "We're not sure if the results will 
actually reflect what the children truly know." The 
head of the school PTA said, "Parents are not allowed 
to see what's on the test, teachers are not allowed to 
see the graded tests that their students complete, so 
we are asking for transparency." 

Test questions and test results are secret. For 
third graders, the first time they know if they passed 
a test or not will be when they are told they cannot ad-
vance to the fourth grade. Many students complained 
of the incredible stress and tension that the tests 
caused them. But state officials, following the lead 
of the Obama Education Department, defended the 
test and the similar math test which was held at the 
end of April. Parent Michelle Lederman noted: "They 
were being told, this may affect your promotion, this 
may affect whether you can go to fourth grade, you 
may have to go to summer school. A lot of pressure for 
young children." 

Protests were also held in schools outside New 
York City, part of a broader national movement 
against this bastardization of the educational process. 
Standardized testing creates the need for rote learn-
ing, depriving teachers of the right to truly teach and 
depriving students of the right to an education that 
promotes human values and intellectual growth. The 
existence of this new movement is a sign that many 
of those affected by the negative educational policies 
of the last two decades are rising up and saying, "No 
more!" 

 —Michael Gilbert

by Suzanne Rose
Hungary ratified the UN Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities in 2007. But under a new 
Constitution put into law by the current government, 
Hungarians under guardianship are excluded from 
voting unless a judge determines, based in part on an 
evaluation by a psychiatrist, that they have the capac-
ity to vote. These determinations are highly subjective, 
arbitrary and discriminatory, since such tests are not 
required of all other citizens who want to vote.

*   *   *
On March 8, International Women's Day, the Euro-

pean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights released a 
report on violence against women across the European 
Union. This was the largest ever survey on violence 
against women. Nearly half of all women across the EU 
who have suffered at least one incident of physical or 
sexual violence starting in childhood are part of a dis-
abled minority.

*   *   *
Jenny Hatch of Hampton, Va., a 29-year-old with 

Down Syndrome, fought for the right to make her own 
decisions. Last August, she won a year-long court battle 
challenging her biological parents' right to keep her in a 
group home. A court awarded temporary guardianship 
to two of her closest friends, Jim Talbert and Kelly Mor-
ris, who took her in when her parents wanted to put her 
in a group home. They own the thrift shop where Jenny 
has worked for the past six years. "I love them very 
much," says Jenny. "I know that they love me too. They 
make my life very happy." They also have a 15-year-old 
daughter with cerebral palsy. Jenny had been bounced 
between four group homes over the course of a year. Af-
ter her win she has been happily living with her friends 
when not traveling the country speaking at conferences 
about her experience.

*   *   *
As a result of an internal investigation into the 

death of a mentally ill and disabled prisoner in Feb-
ruary, a captain and four nurses have been fired and 
a psychologist and another nurse have resigned. The 
investigation is still ongoing. It is unclear what led to 
the death of Michael Anthony Kerr as he was being 
transported by prison van to Central Prison in Raleigh, 
N.C., for medical attention. He was unresponsive when 
he arrived and could not be resuscitated. Before his 
death, Michael had been in solitary confinement for 45 
days. One question that needs an answer is: why was he 
taken 165 miles to Raleigh instead of to a closer hospi-
tal only 25 miles away?

HANDICAPTHIS!

Chicago—On March 17 Chicago ADAPT, along with 
Community Alliance and Northside Action For Justice, 
held an action at the offices of the Department of Hu-
man Services, which also houses the office of the De-
partment of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) that runs 
the program that pays personal assistants to take care 
of the disabled. We were there because of the conflict-
ing and confusing information we were getting from the 
state heads of human services versus the various DRS 
offices throughout Illinois.

Our demands included: an end to the some-
times year-long wait some people have been expe-
riencing for services; again allowing the distribu-

tion of time sheets; allowing personal assistants 
to use cellphones to call in hours; and an end to 
not being able to talk to a caseworker when you 
call or visit the offices.

About 15 of us took part in the action. After tak-
ing over the 4th floor lobby of the DHS/DRS offices and 
chanting "Our homes, not nursing homes!" we spent 
four hours off and on the phone to Dave Hanson's office 
in Springfield. Hanson is the director of DHS. We won 
the right to a meeting with him and others, including 
the supervisors of all the DRS offices in Illinois, which 
is what we were after. That first meeting took place on 
April 1 and almost all of our demands were met. 

—Disability rights activist

Disabled demand services from DHS/DRS
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READERS'VIEWS
LABOR AND IMMIGRATION
On April 8, about 100 people, the 

majority young Latinas/os, gathered in 
front of Los Angeles City Hall to protest 
the deportation of immigrants. Obama's 
administration has aggressively deport-
ed 2,000,000 immigrants. We held signs 
reading: "Not Even One More!" and "No 
Separation of Family!" Separation of 
family members has serious adverse ef-
fects on children. One 13-year-old boy in 
my class lost his concentration since his 
dad was deported to Mexico. Reforming 
immigration law is necessary to protect 
the immigrants who do difficult jobs to 
make a living for their family.

  Teacher
Los Angeles

***
At a press conference for day 

laborers, a spokesman said: "This 
country's dilemma is that it enjoys the 
fruits of 11,000,000 undocumented 
workers while ignoring their humanity. 
Los Angeles benefits from the labor of 
our hands. These are the hands that 
built our cities." He listed many of the 
kinds of work that they do. He said, "The 
most vulnerable of the undocumented 
are the day laborers. We're asking for 
equality to make sure our rights are 
respected."

Basho
Los Angeles

***
I was happy to see the story from 

the Minnesota musicians in the March-
April N&L. Professional musicians have 
to practice at least two hours every day 
to stay proficient. They are not paid for 
that. They are only paid for the actual 
rehearsals and performances. It's hard 
to see musicians as workers, since they 
mostly love what they do. But just as in 
all other work, capitalism finds a way to 
rob music-making of its human qualities 
and strip it down to abstract labor mea-
sured only in time, taking out the joy it 
should be for everyone. Subscriber

Oakland, Calif.

•
RACISM IN THE USA

On March 29, I went to an anti-
gentrification meeting at the Mission 
Cultural Center. There were about 200 
people, and spirits were high, but after 
less than an hour, it lost steam. English-
speaking activists at the podium, who 
were trying to limit the discussion to 
the topic of land trusts, were, maybe 
unwittingly, crowding out Spanish-
speaking community members who 
wanted to fight on a broader scale. Many 
activists need to learn to listen better. 

Anti-Capitalist 
San Francisco

***
After Frazier Glenn Miller killed 

three people at the Overland Park, Kan-
sas, Jewish Community Center, it came 
out that he was well known to the FBI. 
He is one of the major players in armed 
racist organizations. If he were Muslim, 
the FBI would already have entrapped 
him. But the government and media 
talk as if "domestic terrorism" means 
Muslims and Occupy activists and 
maybe "eco-terrorists." They do little 
if anything about the white racist and 
anti-abortion terrorists who have killed 
scores of people and bombed and burned 
many buildings. Feminist

Chicago

•
WOMEN FIGHT SUBORDINATION

In April, after a Catholic health-
care company, Ascension Health, bought 
Jane Phillips Medical Center, and sev-
eral other hospitals in Oklahoma, the 
Medical Center prohibited doctors from 
prescribing birth control, leaving only 
one local OB-GYN in Bartlesville who is 
free to do so. How can they call them-
selves health providers when denying 
women access to health services? Why 
are they so afraid of a woman owning 
herself? Sue

Chicago
***

I recently heard of a woman's 
street art protest against harassment. 
One of the pieces is a protest against 
men who command women to "talk" or 
"smile." Women are expected to listen 
to everyone, including strangers, give 
our time and attention to others and to 
respond according to the others' needs. 
Nothing made me angrier when I was 
young than to have men demand my 
attention on the street. Anti-abortionists 
take this to a more extreme level and the 
U.S. Supreme Court may, again, enforce 
the idea that women are subordinate. 

They've already done 
that with all the 
restrictions on abortion, 
but taking women's 
birth control adds 
another dimension. It's 
just really disgusting.

Social worker
Chicago

***
The lead on "Women fight for free-

dom against growing retrogression" 
(March-April N&L) describes many hor-
rors worldwide and points out how the 
struggle continues. I would have liked 
the emphasis to be on the struggle to 
overcome these attacks.

 Reader
Los Angeles

***
Absolutely the best most concise, 

well-articulated article I have read 
about the war on Wimmin! Thank you, 
Terry Moon, and I'm so glad that you 
keep the ball rolling and the pressure 
on! I will pass this on. Lynn

Chicago
***

A phony so-called crisis pregnancy 
center that is in cahoots with anti-abor-
tion protesters called their fundraiser 
"Stork Walk" with a picture of a stork 
on a blue background. I find it telling 
that so many anti-abortion groups use a 
stork as their mascot. Once again they 
are taking the woman completely out of 
pregnancy! S.D.

Sacramento 

•
DISABILITY, FEAR AND LIBERATION

A growing number of parents have 
murdered their disabled children be-
cause they couldn't take care of them 
anymore. It says a lot about the lack 
of resources and support these parents 
receive. After the revolution I envision 
a world where the disabled, child and 
adult, are cherished for their strengths, 
where they have all the respite care they 
need and are respected members of so-
ciety; where everything is accessible to 
them—not as an afterthought but as a 
part of a humane society. If parents feel 
that they don't want to or can't raise a 
disabled individual, there would be won-
derful places where disabled children 
could live and get all the love and ser-
vices they need. It's not going to happen 
in this capitalist society. This is only one 
reason I believe in the necessity of its 
uprooting. Suzanne Rose

Chicago
***

This is my first protest and we 
just took over the 4th floor offices of 
the Dept. of Rehabilitation Services by 
sneaking in and that doesn't scare me. 
But when the state of Illinois threatens 
to cut home services, that scares me. 
When they want to pass a budget that 
takes away mental health services, that 
scares me. Whenever they mess with my 
rights as a human being, that scares me. 
When we demanded what we wanted 
from those who have the power, I wasn't 
scared. And when the police came, I 
wasn't scared. Living without basic 
human services, now that scares me.

Protester with disabilities
Chicago

MIDDLE EAST STRUGGLES
Egypt's General Sisi came to my 

attention during the Tahrir Square 
Revolution. He is the one who officially 
justified the army imposing "virginity 
tests" on women in and around the 
Square. I never "bought" that slogan: 
"the people and the army are one hand."

Tahrir woman activist
Bay Area, Calif.

***
It took years for me and others in the 

1979 Iranian Revolution to grasp that 
the most important thing experienced 
seemed then to be so ephemeral. Only 
years later was it recognized that the 
most significant development was the 
new human relations forged in the 
struggle—even though the immediate 
tasks seemed more pressing. How can 
that, just that, be sustained? While 
there is no lack of discussions, this 
central idea is not on the agenda and 
the small coin of the concrete prevails. 
That question of the importance of new 
human relations only occurs after the 
fact and after much reflection. 

Iranian feminist
Bay Area, Calif.

•
WHAT'S IN A NAME?

I recently found out that Jamaa—
as in Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa, one of 
the main representatives of the hunger 
strikers at Pelican Bay State Prison—
can mean a collective, or unity. What 
historical continuity this represents: 
today's fighter against the racist, divisive 
policies in prison has put his philosophy 
in his name, just as Sojourner Truth did, 
when she held her conversation with 
God, and decided to follow what He told 
her: to sojourn the world over and tell 
the truth about American democracy, 
and how for Black people there isn't any.

Urszula Wislanka
Oakland, Calif.

•
CAPITALISM AND ECOLOGY
Capitalism at its best cannot deal 

with climate change. Efforts have been 
made with cap and trade, yet it's a 
market-based system that has begun 
to collapse. Anything posed in terms of 
markets collapses, whether it's climate 
change or healthcare. The only solution 
markets offer is eliminating the human 
being: if you can't afford it, you perish. 
At least 97% of climate scientists agree 
that humans cause climate change, yet 
every weather phenomenon discussed 
in the media is qualified as: "This is not 
proof of climate change directly." The 
scientists cannot see beyond capitalism. 
We can't leave it at that. Retiree

Northern California

•
RUSSIA AND UKRAINE

The U.S. is not about to allow a 
resurgent Russia to roll back the gains 
made in 1989-1991, which involved the 
impoverishment of its old enemy and 
the military and economic dependence 
of former Eastern European command 
economies on Western Europe and the 
U.S. In this sense I don't see how Russia's 
Putin could be said to be risking war by 
attempting to readdress the balance of 
power in Europe in Russia's favor. The 
Russians are playing a game that has 
been ongoing for decades and, in this 
case, primarily involves broken promises 
not to expand NATO eastwards.

Some in the United Kingdom have 
made the peculiar and outrageous 
decision to call for a united front with 
Putin against Kiev. I inquired recently 
of one person holding such a view as to 
what a united front between Ukrainian 

workers and Russian soldiers would 
look like in the concrete. I was met with 
silence. We can do ourselves proud by 
focusing on the actual class forces at 
hand.      Friendly critic

UK

•
WHY READ N&L?

The other side of the story and the 
unknown side of the story. VERY VALU-
ABLE. How can you know what's going 
on around you unless you navigate all 
the journalism? Thank you very much 
for all you do! Subscriber

Southfield, Mich.
*** 

N&L is a lifeline to understanding 
the endless struggles throughout the 
world from a proletarian perspective. As 
a writer of law manuals, I would like to 
have them advertised in your publica-
tion.  Prisoner

Lancaster, Calif.
***

Editor's note: News & Letters does 
not take advertisements but does publish 
prisoners speaking for themselves. If 
you would like to write an article about 
why you write law manuals and why 
prisoners need them, we would certainly 
consider publishing it.

***
N&L exposes the struggles and 

triumphs of the unheard. These lives with 
their challenges bring to light pertinent 
and dire needs of underdogs around the 
world. Giving credence to the grievances 
lets people know that they are not alone 
and sustains the momentum for justice. 
None see their lives as peripheral, but 
easily do we, in our privilege, become 
insensitive to the ones to whose need we 
ultimately contribute. N&L is thus the 
accuser and suggestor of what ails our 

global home, 
s h o w i n g 
where we fall 
short and 
when our good 
i n t e n t i o n s 
need some 
adjustment, 
and where we 
woefully fail 

to see or meet our responsibility. You 
bring hope to a floundering world.

Prisoner
Iowa Park, Texas

***
Thank you for the complimentary 

subscription provided by those 
concerned for those who are confined. 
This resonates among those who share 
my copy of the paper. There are very few 
alternative news sources still in print. 
The means of communication is hi-tech 
and that leaves prisoners out of the loop 
where no computer access is available. 

Prisoner
Iowa Park, Texas

***
My association with N&LC has 

spanned 16 years and the quality of 
the journalism and the commentary of 
N&LC through the newspaper and its 
proponents has always been compelling, 
insightful, and true to—in my mind—
the vision and body of ideas of Raya 
Dunayevskaya, and to the Marxist-
Humanist idea. In order to safely 
traverse a minefield one must have a 
map. In order to progressively pursue a 
revolution, one must first have a voice. 
News & Letters and N&LC is that tool 
which allows all voices for change, 
freedom, and humanity to be heard.

Robert Taliaferro
Black River Falls, Wisc.

***
Thank you for sending me a copy 

of Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: We 
Want to Be Validated as Humans. It is 
greatly appreciated! I'd like to request 
my name and address be placed on your 
mailing list for a subscription to News 
& Letters as part of your prisoner fund. 
I'm also interested in getting in direct 
communication with anyone who wants 
to learn more about our struggle or is 
willing to help in any way.

Prisoner
Pelican Bay, Calif.
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and not only what they were against. Thus, while the 
huge protests against Morsi's government were a legiti-
mate part of a worldwide movement against religious 
fundamentalist rule, al-Sisi turned a large part of that 
sentiment toward the most narrow, reactionary nation-
alism. This in turn obscured the greater idea of free-
dom and solidarity embodied in the Square, and eked 
out another lease on life for the exploitative system.

In Syria, the "orphan revolution" that has starkly 
revealed the essence of this decaying state-capitalist 
world continues to develop. The death toll has passed 
140,000, including at least 12,000 children. There are 
over 2 million refugees—the largest refugee population 
in the world—and over 8 million internally displaced 
persons. The terrorist "barrel bombs," designed to max-
imize civilian casualties; the starvation sieges of cities, 

villages, and the devastated Pal-
estinian Yarmouk camp; the use 
of rape and torture, show that 
Assad's regime is committing 
genocidal war crimes.

Nevertheless, outside pow-
ers continue to prop up this mon-
strous regime. Russian military 
and political support, along with 
that of China, and the troops pro-
vided by Iran and its proxies, He-
zbollah and the Badr brigades, 
have become its only pillars of 
support. Their intervention has 
given the revolution the charac-
ter of a war of national liberation.

In the face of every obstacle, 
the Syrian masses continue to 
struggle against both Assad and 
the reactionary forces of the so-
called Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria. While Hezbollah's aid al-
lowed Assad to win a few pyrrhic 
victories, as at Yabroud near 
the Lebanese border, these have 
come at a higher price than his 
allies expected. In other areas, 

the Free Syrian Army and other rebel groupings have 
also won a number of important victories. 

The disintegration of bourgeois thought in the face 
of Assad's genocide is almost unprecedented. The dis-
gusting remark of Ambassador Ryan Crocker that "we 
may have to learn to live with Assad" is matched in 
practice by the threat of the UK to deport Syrian refu-
gees. But it is the rulers' silence that is most deadly. 

The lack of solidarity with the Syrian Revolu-
tion among a large section of the Left is only the more 
shameful. In the words of Syrian Marxist Yassin al-Haj 
Saleh, 

"If there is a culture and an ideology that justify 
killing and undermine the intellectual, symbolic and 
moral barricades that protect the lives of the poor and 
the weak, then any powerful party that feels the need to 
kill its adversaries and opponents will find in that cul-
ture and in that ideology a symbolic arsenal of weapons 
of mass extermination. No one will be safe if we do not 
undo this ideology, its factories and its cultural output."7

On the other hand, as exemplified by Saleh and 
others, the intense clash of revolution and counter-rev-
olution has begun to inspire serious rethinking. Syrian 
woman poet Alisar Iram has written an important es-
say critiquing the nihilism of both Assad and the ex-
treme fundamentalists who have attempted to usurp 
the revolution's goals of freedom and dignity, non-sec-
tarianism, and social justice. In contrast, Iram articu-
lates the absolute reality of the idea of freedom as it is 
born in the heart of struggle: 

"Revolutions are great mass movements carrying 
within themselves the promise to stop time for a while 
then perform a jump either into the future, or bend upon 
themselves to jump backwards and revert to a point in 
time where dichotomies are revealed in all their glar-
ing disruptiveness in order to unravel them. There is no 
revolution that does not shake and rock the old frame of 
references, the systems of thought and the sensibilities 
that prevailed before. Revolutions generate a tornado 
of dynamism that will inevitably spend itself in rebirth 
or destruction, but where the revolution moves what it 
leaves in its wake is a changed landscape, altered be-
yond recognition. Yet in this altered landscape I would 
like to see, as an artist and a writer, the intellect and 
consciousness assert themselves. In order to protect the 
Revolution we have to ensure the survival of its legacy by 
means of the creative word and thought...

"Even if the Syrian revolution fails, what will keep 
it forever a source of courage, hope and faith for man-
kind is the body of thought, the legacy of consciousness, 
awareness and sensibility that it has engendered and 
will generate. The undying, noble word will be its be-
quest. Therefore write, you who can write eloquently, 
who can turn insight, vision, dreams and truths into 
that which will remain alive in the very core of human 

7.  "Assad's Killing Industry and the Role of Intellectuals," 
Yassin al-Haj Saleh, L'Express, 21 March 2014.

From U.S. to Ukraine, crises and revolts call for philosophy
continued from p. 1
present. Dmitry Kiselyov—head of Rossiya Segodnya, 
the Kremlin's official international news agency, who 
acts as Putin's chief propagandist—warned that Russia 
is "capable of turning the USA into radioactive dust."1

Ironically, some in the Western Left justify their 
support of Crimea's annexation by pointing to the pres-
ence of fascists in Ukraine, disregarding the nature 
of Putin's regime: chauvinist, militarist, patriarchal, 
dreaming to restore Stalin's empire, and simultane-
ously rehabilitating Stalin and the Russian Orthodox 
Church, all within the framework of authoritarian state-
capitalism under a maximum leader. State-backed vio-
lence against ethnic minorities, Gays and political dis-
sidents is rampant.
THE MAIN ENEMY IS ALWAYS AT HOME

There is not a single move Putin makes abroad 
without an eye to keeping the population at home in 
line. The collapse of the USSR accelerated Russia's eco-
nomic decline, worsening conditions of life and labor 
to a level from which many people have not recovered. 
With all its oil and gas exports, the country has one of 
the world's highest rates of economic inequality, with 
110 citizens controlling 35% of its household wealth, 
even worse than the U.S. The draconian repression 
Putin oversees indicates just how worried he is about 
revolt. It has not exploded on a scale anywhere near 
that of the Ukrainian uprising, but that uprising is es-
pecially threatening because of the close links between 
the two countries' peoples. 

B. From Bosnia to Turkey: 
'Mental sediment'

Some participants in the latest uprising in Bos-
nia have called it the "Bosnian revolution" or "Bosnian 
Spring" in recognition of its links to the Arab Spring. 
This revolt, detailed in "Ukraine and Bosnia: historic 
uprisings" (March-April N&L), led to the birth in nu-
merous cities of a form of organization called plenums, 
the same word used for direct-democratic general as-
semblies formed in the 2009 wave of student occupa-
tions in Croatia, followed in 2011 by student occupa-
tions in Slovenia and Serbia.2 

In Turkey, although the occupation in Gezi Park 
was broken last year, relentless revolt and discussion 
of ideas of freedom provoked a division within the state 
so severe that Prime Minister Erdogan has increas-
ingly tried to gain sole control of the state's organs of 
force, from police to courts. In desperation he even at-
tempted to block Twitter in Turkey, with little success. 
On March 12, multi-city mass protests again broke out, 
sparked by the death of 15-year-old Berkin Elvan, who 
had been mortally wounded last June by police attacks 
on the Gezi protests. 

Even massive repression cannot destroy what 
Rosa Luxemburg called the "mental sediment" of mass 
strikes, which she declared "the most precious, because 
lasting, thing" in the 1905 Russian Revolution.3 As one 
occupier of Gezi Park summed it up: 

"It was important for us to experience that kind of 
life. If you were hungry, the food was free. If you were 
wounded, someone would carry you to the emergency 
tent. If you needed a lawyer, he is always there. Gezi gave 
us a powerful sense of a world based on solidarity and 
equality, which we could not imagine before. No one can 
take away what we experienced in the park."4

That "mental sediment" is just one of the dimen-
sions Luxemburg grasped in spontaneous mass upsurg-
es. At the same time, today it should be even more clear 
that spontaneity alone cannot bring about the new so-
ciety. As Raya Dunayevskaya noted,

"Luxemburg was absolutely right in her emphasis 
that the Marxist movement was the 'first in the history 
of class societies which, in all its moments, in its en-
tire course, reckons on the organization and the inde-
pendent, direct action of the masses.' However, she is 
not right in holding that, very nearly automatically, it 
means so total a conception of socialism that a philoso-
phy of Marx's concept of revolution could likewise be left 
to spontaneous action. Far from it. Nowhere is this seen 
more clearly than in the 1905 Revolution, where spon-
taneity was absolutely the greatest, but failed to achieve 
its goal. The question of class consciousness does not ex-
haust the question of cognition, of Marx's philosophy of 
revolution."5 
THE NECESSITY OF PHILOSOPHY

To unleash the full potential of today's move-
ments, we need to turn to Dunayevskaya's philosophic 
breakthrough as expressed in her May 1953 letters on 
Hegel's Absolutes. News and Letters Committees pub-
1.  "After Crimea: What Putin might do next," by Howard 

LaFranchi, March 27, 2014, Christian Science Monitor.
2.  See "Bosnia and Herzegovina: all power to the plenums?" 

by Mate Kapović, Feb. 22, 2014, http://roarmag.org/2014/02/
bosnia-plenums-direct-democracy/

3.  The Mass Strike by Rosa Luxemburg (Harper Torchbooks, 
1971), p. 36.

4.  "Whose Turkey Is It?" by Suzy Hansen, New York Times 
Magazine, Feb. 9, 2014.

5.  Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philoso-
phy of Revolution by Raya Dunayevskaya, p. 60.

lished them 25 years ago in The Philosophic Moment 
of Marxist-Humanism, together with her June 1, 1987, 
presentation. That presentation made the category of 
those letters expressed in the book's title, and it viewed 
them in terms of the dialectics of organization and phi-
losophy. In those letters she revealed Hegel's Absolutes 
as a dual movement between theory and practice. 

There is not just a movement from practice to theo-
ry, but that movement is itself a form of theory, as seen 
with the coal miners on strike against automation in 
1949-50, who raised the question of what kind of labor a 
human being should do, and questioned the division be-
tween thinking and doing. They concretized Karl Marx's 
concept of alienated labor and of the need to break down 
the division between mental and manual labor. 

That entailed a needed new relationship between 
theory and practice. The move-
ment from theory must begin 
by grasping the new beginnings 
coming from the movement from 
practice that is itself a form of 
theory, but it cannot end there. 
Theory must take up the chal-
lenge to self-develop toward phi-
losophy and revolution in perma-
nence.

In the present wave of revo-
lutions, we must start by recog-
nizing that the masses did create 
new forms of organization and in 
the heat of struggle established 
new human relations in embryo. 
Dismissing these events because 
they have not achieved social 
revolutions leads some Marxist 
and other theoreticians to learn 
nothing and contribute nothing 
to the self-development of these 
revolts. At the same time, to act 
as if everything can be left up to 
spontaneity saps resistance to 
the retrogression coming from 
within the revolution. 
COMBATING SELF-LIMITING REVOLUTION

Self-limiting ideologies are influential in today's 
revolts, straining to confine revolution to achieving po-
litical democracy, whether they assume that it is nec-
essary "for now" and "for practical reasons," or that to 
go further only leads to totalitarianism, or that there 
simply is no alternative to capitalism. While the illu-
sion that revolution is no longer possible has been shat-
tered, the fear that it cannot abolish capitalism and 
achieve full liberation weighs like an incubus on the 
heads of humanity.

The so-called "leaderlessness" of the square occupa-
tions must not be allowed to mean a philosophical void, 
which leaves the field to the influence of self-limiting 
ideologies. Rather, the movement from theory must cre-
ate an opening for a vital interaction between philoso-
phy and organization, beginning with making catego-
ries out of the experiences in the occupations, from new 
relations between women and men to self-organization 
from below, from breaking down divisions between re-
ligious communities to the links with strikes and other 
labor struggles, bringing out the potential for workers' 
control of production and workplaces and a new rela-
tionship between work and creative self-activity.

C. Egypt and Syria at 
historic crossroads

In both Egypt and Syria, in different ways, the 
Arab Spring's drive toward freedom confronts obstacles 
embedded in a decaying capitalism driven to reach out 
to whatever reactionary social relations or ideas it can 
to continue its exploitative existence. The strength of 
counter-revolution makes clear that a philosophy of lib-
eration is an urgent practical need.

Field Marshal Abdul Fattah al-Sisi and the mili-
tary made use of widespread rejection of President 
Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood government to bolster 
their own power. Yet they can only look backward to 
Nasserism for their legitimacy—that is, they have to 
look back before Tahrir Square and the Jan. 25 revolu-
tion of the masses. It is, in the end, as much a fantasy 
as was Morsi's piety.

Behind that fantasy is the same Egyptian economy 
that inspired the strikes that led up to Tahrir Square. 
Already a new wave of strikes has begun to eat away at 
this facade of legitimacy.6 Egypt's capitalist economic 
dilemma still requires the state to wage a war against 
the working class to attempt to compete in the world 
market. Tahrir Square saw the first steps in transcend-
ing that logic. The elements of a working-class revolu-
tion are already in existence.

But it has to be noted that al-Sisi was able to seize 
power partly because the revolutionary movement 
hadn't been able to articulate a concept of second nega-
tivity—that is, to project what they were fighting for, 

6.  "Egyptian strike wave topples cabinet," March-April 2014 
News & Letters.

Freedom fighter Mahinour Elmassry has been arrested 
by the Egyptian police. She has been arrested several 
times before but friends fear this time may be 
catastrophic.

continued on p. 8
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close 20 more.
What has emerged in the face of the brutal hostil-

ity to women's right to control their own bodies is a mil-
itant movement of women and men who guide women 
past screaming mobs of anti-abortion fanatics at clinics 
offering abortion. These clinic escorts get up early and 
stand for hours in sub-zero temperatures or blazing 
heat. New York escort Shaker SuzanneF explains why 
she's part of this movement: 

"Our government and our society have abandoned 
people who want reproductive healthcare. They've la-
beled them as abject; they've isolated them; they've de-
cided they don't deserve safety....

"To me, escorting is about breaking that isolation. 
Every time I take the subway to the clinic, I am telling 
patients that they are worth standing up for. Every time 
I stand out in the cold, I am doing it because I want 
clients to know there is nothing shameful about their 
decision. Every time I stay despite being insulted and 
harassed, I do it because I want clients to know that the 
community stands with them. When I'm getting pushed 
by protesters as I walk clients to the door, I'm doing it 
because I want clients to remember that they aren't the 
bad ones, that they didn't do anything to deserve this 
treatment.... 

"I escort because people who want reproductive 
healthcare are worth standing up for. And until we as a 
society realize this fundamental fact and do a better job 
of protecting access, I'll keep escorting."9

CAPITALISM KEEPS THE POOR POOR
Capitalism's degeneracy is seen in its attacks on 

the most vulnerable. Thus the U.S. Labor Department 
allows the exploitation of developmentally disabled 
workers by making it legal to pay them a wage even 
lower than the minimum, which is nowhere near a liv-
ing wage and hasn't been raised 
since 2009. Children are par-
ticularly vulnerable and those 
who lose their eligibility for 
food stamps will also be thrown 
off free school lunch programs. 
Twenty-four state governments 
showed their inhumanity by 
refusing the Medicaid expan-
sion available through the Af-
fordable Care Act. This means 
that people who do not meet the 
state's requirements for Med-
icaid but cannot afford insur-
ance, even though some qualify 
for federal subsidies, will prob-
ably be uninsured—that's 4.5 
million people—when insur-
ance for anyone with a serious 
illness is a matter of life and 
death. Now 3.7 million Ameri-
cans with mental illness and 
substance abuse have been de-
nied insurance coverage.

A new study from Harvard University and the City 
University of New York predicts that 8 million people 
will remain uninsured, and suffer up to 17,000 prema-
ture and avoidable deaths. The study authors state: "We 
predict that many low-income women will forego recom-
mended breast and cervical cancer screening; diabet-
ics will forego medications and all low-income adults 
will face a greater likelihood of depression, catastrophic 
medical expenses and death." But a Republican Party 
that has spent years dehumanizing the poor, women, 
youth and people of color, is content to let the bodies 
pile up, and Democratic alternatives often amount to 
slightly smaller cutbacks.

B. Many dimensions of revolt
The massive turnout at several Moral Monday 

protests in North Carolina this year—including over 
80,000 at one—with similar protests cropping up in 
other Southern states, is only one indication that the 
fightback will continue to grow. In Georgia, 39 people 
were arrested in March at Moral Monday actions de-
manding Medicaid expansion for that state, declaring 
that without it up to 10 Georgians will die every day 
due to lack of healthcare. 

In December fast food workers in 100 cities held 
strikes and protests demanding $15 an hour. This 
March and April, more actions were held by fast food 
workers, Walmart workers, and others demanding liv-
ing wages and an end to wage theft. In March, a Mc-
Donald's franchisee and a Domino's franchisee, both in 
New York, had to cough up $1 million to settle charges 
of illegally underpaying workers. These highly exploit-
ed workers are mainly Black, Latino, and/or women. 

At the same time, capitalists continue to fight any 
attempt by workers to organize. Labor unions are hard-
ly a factor for most U.S. workers, with only one in 15 
private sector workers belonging to unions—just at the 
time when economic inequality has reached a new high, 

9.  See "The Truth about Buffer Zones and the Harassers Who 
Hate Them," March 13, 2014, by Shaker SuzanneF http://
www.shakesville.com/2014/03/the-truth-about-buffer-zones-
and.html

thinking and sensibility.
"The politicians have failed the Syrian Revolution 

because they are individuals without vision and do not 
possess the kind of all-embracing humanistic compas-
sionate imagination to bond with the simple, downtrod-
den, trampled-on common people and victims."8

II. Revolt and 
retrogression at home

A. Women under attack
The U.S. is in such political disarray that the Dem-

ocratic President and Senate fell in line with devastat-
ing cuts to food stamps and are unable to enact their 
modest goals of increasing the minimum wage and 
maintaining extended unemployment insurance. The 
disarray is seen as well in the deadly racism of "stand 
your ground" gunmen and the torrid pace of attacks 
on access to abortion and even birth control. Be it cuts 
in food stamps, or even Florida's "stand your ground" 
laws, women are impacted most severely. Of those who 
receive food stamps, 34.3% are women, and 44.5% are 
children under 18. 

While stand your ground laws make it legal to gun 
down unarmed Black youth for being in the "wrong" 
place or playing music too loud, they have been ruled 
out for battered women like African American Marissa 
Alexander, who fired a warning shot into the ceiling to 
keep her abusive husband at bay. Although she injured 
no one, she is facing a 60-year prison term. 

Society's degeneracy is sickeningly visible in what 
spews from the mouths of those in government like Re-
publican New Hampshire State Rep. Kyle Tasker, who 
posted on Facebook a cartoon making fun of women 
who experience domestic violence, like Marissa Alexan-
der. Accompanying a graphic cartoon, he wrote: "50,000 
battered women and I still eat mine plain." It is seen 
in how another Republican, Virginia State Sen. Steve 
Martin, referred to pregnant women, not as human be-
ings with civil rights, but as a fetus' "host." 

What got the media's attention was House Budget 
Chairman Paul Ryan's (R-Wisc.) remarks on poverty. 
He quoted racist social "scientist" Charles Murray, and 
claimed that there's a "culture, in our inner cities in 
particular, of men not working and just generations 
of men not even thinking about working or learning 
the value and the culture of work…." But while Ryan 
talks of men, what he wants is to gut what little wel-
fare for women and children is left. He harkens back to 
the 1990s "reform," which threw thousands of women 
off welfare but left them in poverty. "If we succeeded" 
in this, he said, "we can help resuscitate this culture 
and get people back to work." But there is no work for 
those now unemployed. A recent study found that, in 
any given month, a mere 11% of the people who had 
been unemployed for over 26 weeks would find full-time 
work within one year. 
ABORTION, BIRTH CONTROL UNDER ATTACK

Meanwhile, the attack on women's right to an 
abortion as well as to birth control is so vicious that it 
no longer disguises the hatred of women that fuels it. 
The Hobby Lobby suit being considered by the Supreme 
Court (see article, p. 2) would not only allow companies 
to withhold insurance coverage for contraception based 
on their religious beliefs, it would keep insurance from 
paying for counseling about birth control. If Hobby Lob-
by prevails, any employer can dictate what discussion a 
doctor can have with a patient if that visit is paid for by 
her employer's insurance. 

Abortion rights continue to be rapidly undermined. 
Twenty-three states have invasive mandatory ultra-
sound laws that force women to have—and pay for—an 
unnecessary and often painful medical procedure; Ala-
bama is considering a law that would criminalise abor-
tions as early as six weeks into pregnancy. A new level 
of cruelty is in a proposed Alabama law that would force 
a woman carrying a fetus with a lethal condition to lis-
ten to a script about available perinatal hospice servic-
es, sign a form confirming that she prefers an abortion, 
and then wait 48 hours before having the abortion that 
she had already decided on in the first place. 

The cruelty extends to girls whose abusive parents 
are now free to attend their pregnant daughter's court 
proceedings if she opts to circumvent parental consent 
laws and ask a judge for permission for an abortion. 
That totally negates the aim of exceptions to parental 
consent laws, whose purpose was to enable girls with 
abusive parents to obtain an abortion without inform-
ing them. There seems to be no end to the torture—
and the UN has recognized, finally, that denial of le-
gal abortion amounts to torture. (For more on women 
worldwide see: "Women fight for freedom against grow-
ing retrogression," March-April 2014 News & Letters.)

Fraudulent laws claiming to protect women's 
health have helped force the closure of one in ten clin-
ics between 2010 and 2013, and the new Texas law will 
8.  "Where to Syria of the Sorrows?" Alisar Iram, January 25, 

2014, http://alisariram.wordpress.com/2014/01/25/where-to-
syria-of-the-sorrows/
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and yet opposition to inequality is being channeled into 
partisan politics rather than the need for workers to 
control their own workplaces and lives. 

More and more, the structure of the U.S. economy 
is based on a labor force with a huge low-wage compo-
nent—so huge that about 40% of employed adults make 
less than the 1968 minimum wage, adjusted for infla-
tion. The low-wage system is inseparable from high 
long-term unemployment and the superexploitation of 
millions of undocumented workers. But undocumented 
workers are fighting back, from car washes to restau-
rants to garment factories. And farmers from Georgia 
to California are crying for immigration reform because 
they cannot force citizens to accept the harsh conditions 
and low pay of farm labor.
IMMIGRANT LABOR FIGHTS BACK

On April 5 the human side of immigration poli-
cies shone through as undocumented immigrants and 
supporters held actions in 80 cities, denouncing the 2 
million deportations carried out by the Obama admin-
istration. Culminating a two-day march from Chicago 
to Broadview, Ill., protesters formed a human chain to 
blockade the Broadview Detention Center, chanting, 
"Not one more!" (See article, p. 11.)

Undocumented immigrants have held a series of 
creative actions since the May Day 2006 boycott/strike 
Day without Immigrants, through the Coming Out of 
the Shadows actions in which youth publicly proclaimed 
themselves "undocumented and unafraid," through the 
Dreamers sit-ins and the No Papers No Fear bus ride, 
to today's Not One More Deportation events. What they 
need is not the halfway support of politicians but the 
full solidarity of the working-class recognizing that an 
injury to one is an injury to all.

So long as any segment of the population cannot 
make a liv-
ing wage, 
it weak-
ens the 
ability of 
the whole 
working 
class to 
resist the 
capitalists' 
cutbacks 
in wages 
as well as 
social ben-
efits. This 
includes 
people with 
disabili-
ties, who 
are strug-
gling to 
change the 
"sheltered 

workshop" mentality. 
Attacks on Medicaid funding make it almost im-

possible for the poor and people with disabilities to get 
healthcare and the help they need to meet their most 
basic needs. This is on top of how the state sees people 
with disabilities as units to be managed. As one activist 
exclaimed,

"Penalties, assessments, inspections, certifications, 
caps, limits, maximums and minimums, authoriza-
tions, coordination, oversight, appeals, intakes, approv-
als, denials, requests, flagging, verifications, and on 
and on and on. It just never f'ing ends. If you are a per-
son who doesn't have to deal with this as a part of your 
status as a human being, you're privileged."

When it comes to people with mental illness, espe-
cially those who are poor or of color, the default caregiv-
ers are the police and prisons. The Treatment Advocacy 
Center and National Sheriffs' Association found that 
people with serious mental illness are ten times more 
likely to be in prison or jail than in state psychiatric 
hospitals, and they estimate that half the people killed 
by police are mentally ill. Nearly half of prison and jail 
inmates have some mental illness. The Cook County 
Jail is "the largest mental health provider in the state 
of Illinois," according to the Sheriff. 

So trigger-happy is the Albuquerque, N.M., police 
department, that hundreds of outraged people took 
over streets in protest for nine hours on March 31. Un-
surprisingly, they were attacked by the cops. Of the 37 
people shot by Albuquerque cops since 2010, 24 were 
killed, and nearly 75% were mentally ill. As usual, the 
killer cops were never punished.

The prison system itself, holding captive another 
superexploited population, also helps keep workers un-
der the thumb of capitalist exploitation. Yet even here 
the resistance is ceaseless, with a new stage opened 
up by the 2011 and 2013 hunger strikes at Pelican Bay 
State Prison in California, which followed the 2010 
strike at 10 Georgia state prisons. This year, prisoners 
went on hunger strike at a federal prison in Honolulu, 
and hunger strikes broke out at immigrant detention 

One of hundreds who came out on March 8, 2014, on International Women's Day to rally 
at the "Coming out of the Shadows" demonstration at Chicago's Federal Plaza.
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tino, many living in poverty—as well as for massive 
privatization of schools, water, trash collection, and 
who knows what. 

As one Detroit community activist expressed it,
"The pension issue in Detroit is part of a much 

larger movement to take pensions throughout the coun-
try. There is at least a trillion dollars in pension money. 
Pensioners' money is a pot of gold at the end of a corrupt 
rainbow."

The Emergency Manager's Plan of Adjustment to 
restructure the city's finances threatens to cut pensions 
up to 34%, after retirees have already lost a cost-of-
living provision and suffered greatly increased health-
care costs. One retiree who is too young for Medicare 
said, "Last year I and my husband paid $126 a month 
in healthcare premiums. 
Now we have to pay $1,026 
a month, with a $3,300 de-
ductible." 

While the media often 
highlight decaying build-
ings in Detroit, the country 
as a whole is delinquent in 
public investment. Despite 
the modest infrastructure 
projects included in Presi-
dent Obama's 2009 stimu-
lus, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers still gave 
the U.S. a D+ in its infra-
structure report card last 
year: 4,000 deficient dams, 
400,000 polluted "brown-
fields" awaiting cleanup, 200 million trips taken daily 
across deficient bridges, like the I-35 W bridge that 
collapsed in Minneapolis in 2007, killing 13 people. A 
large but unknown number of schools are in disrepair. 
Gas pipelines in New York City alone, nearly half of 
which are 75 years old or more, leak thousands of times 
a year, potentially leading to deadly explosions like the 
one in Harlem in March.

Just as dangerously, the ruling class has allowed 
its thought to decay. The global scope of the disintegra-
tion of thought glares through such events as 

• The electoral power of Europe's far Right, seen 
in the passage of Switzerland's anti-immigrant referen-
dum, the UK Independence Party's surge in polls past 
the Liberal Democrats, historic gains by France's Na-
tional Front in local elections, the re-election of Hun-
garian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, and the rise of a 
far Right bloc in the run-up to elections for the Euro-
pean Parliament; 

• Nigeria's passage of an anti-Gay law giving the 
green light to a wave of arrests and killings, echoing 
events in Uganda, Cameroon, and a number of other 
African countries; 

• Brazil's Left government, headed by former 
Trotskyist guerrilla Dilma Rousseff, making itself the 
instrument of international capital displacing the poor, 
by sending police to evict thousands of people from 
slums in Rio de Janeiro to make way for soccer's World 
Cup.

B. The race toward climate chaos
The bankruptcy of this society's thought announc-

es itself in the campaign of deception funded by oil 
companies trying to confuse the public about the real-
ity of climate change. Just as much, it is shown in the 
disproportion between the scientific consensus about 
the urgency of confronting mounting perils of climate 
change and the pathetic inadequacy of any real action 
taken. Report after report by large scientific bodies 
highlighted the serious risks of grave food shortages, 
the loss of islands and coastal areas to rising seas, and 
extreme heat waves, droughts and floods. The scientific 
truth has not stopped greenhouse gas emissions from 
continuing to rise twice as fast as before the Kyoto Pro-
tocol was adopted.

Last September's report by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change pointed out that if the world 
is to have any chance to keep global warming manage-
able, then humanity's future emissions of greenhouse 
gases must be less than what was already generated in 
the past 250 years of capitalist industrialization. That 
"carbon budget" means leaving the vast majority of fos-
sil fuels in the ground.

The UN negotiations two months later focused 
instead on disagreements about money, plus some iso-
lated cuts in emissions or encouragement for renewable 
energy. Similarly, the Obama administration has enact-
ed a few regulations like increased fuel mileage for cars 
and trucks and restrictions on coal-fired power plants—
which is more than any preceding administration ac-
complished. Yet no mainstream politician in the U.S. 
or any other large producer of fossil fuels dares to get 
behind an actual carbon budget. Consequently, while 
the movement and some scientists have articulated 
the need to place whole categories of fuels—including 
coal, tar sands oil, and fracked oil and gas—off-limits, 
governments blithely state emissions targets with no 
credible plan to achieve them. ExxonMobil confidently 

centers in Conroe, Texas, and Tacoma, Wash. As we go 
to press, Alabama prisoners are planning a labor strike 
against the state prison system's "slave empire," follow-
ing up another strike at two prisons in January.

III. Capitalism's political 
and economic degeneracy

A. Karl Marx haunts 
capitalism's stagnation

Ever present in the political degeneracy is the eco-
nomic degeneration of capitalism. Five years after the 
official end of the Great Recession, the U.S. economy is 
still growing at a rate below the average of the last 30 
years—which was already substantially less than the 
rate preceding the mid-1970s global economic crisis.

In contrast, profits are high and climbing. Last 
year after-tax corporate profits reached a new high of 
$1.74 trillion, and in 2012 for the first time they ex-
ceeded 10% of gross domestic product. One big factor 
in this is that employee compensation has fallen to a 
record low percentage of total income, while the share 
going to corporate profits is at a record high. 

That translates into a recovery for the top 1% in 
income distribution, who collected 95% percent of total 
income growth from 2009 to 2012. The other 99% have 
gained virtually nothing. Economic inequality in the 
U.S. is larger than it has been at any time since before 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

Just as wealth is monopolized by a few, so are most 
sectors of the economy dominated by corporations with 
monopoly power, as typified by Monsanto in seeds and 
biotechnology, Walmart in retail, Comcast in internet 
service and cable television, Procter & Gamble in ra-
zors and detergent. Goldman Sachs, which increased 
its domination of sectors of finance after the 2008 crash, 
has branched out into manipulating materials such 
as copper and aluminum. The most business-friendly 
Supreme Court in generations has extended the politi-
cal influence of these monopolists with decisions like 
Citizens United and McCutcheon, declaring unlimited 
campaign donations to be "free speech." 

All these developments are part and parcel of the 
economic-political restructuring carried out by the cap-
italist class in the wake of the 1970s economic crisis, 
as they seek to counteract the historic fall in the rate 
of profit.

However, the rate of profit is still low, which is why, 
despite all the cash corporations are holding onto, busi-
ness investment is still lower than its 2007 peak and its 
rate of growth has been declining. Capitalism has not 
proved itself capable of fully recovering from its struc-
tural crisis.

Alongside capitalism's stagnation, the surge in 
both questioning of and revolt against it have forced its 
representatives again and again to try to drive away the 
revolutionary specter of Marx that never stops haunt-
ing them. Just so, The New York Times on March 30 
published a "debate" on "Was Marx Right?"—making 
sure to stack the deck with a management consultant 
and three economists of the type Marx called "prize-
fighters for capitalism" arrayed against a token Marx-
ist. The point is that, even as they argue that there is no 
alternative to capitalism, even these prizefighters have 
to keep returning to Marx if only to try to bury him. 
Conspicuously missing from the whole debate is any 
concept of the Humanism Marx put forward as the sec-
ond negation, beyond communism's negation of private 
property, to actual new human relations as the basis for 
a new, free society.

The March unemployment report brought hoopla 
about the number of private jobs having finally re-
bounded to where it was when the recession began six 
years ago—as if population growth and government job 
cuts did not count! In truth, the percentage of adults 
who have jobs is lower than it has been since 1984, 
when women were still entering the workforce in un-
precedented numbers. The percentage of adult men 
who have jobs is lower now than at any time from 1948 
to 2008. Those of the 99% who work full time make, 
on average, much less than a few years ago and in fact 
have gone back to 1979 levels. In addition, part-time 
employment is rising. Over 7 million people involun-
tarily work part-time.
AS GOES DETROIT, SO GOES THE NATION

Millions of older people are working because they 
cannot afford to retire. More than one-third of work-
ers surveyed say they have less than $1,000 in savings. 
Meanwhile, many companies and government entities 
are freezing or slashing pensions. The much touted 
IRAs and 401(k) plans that have replaced many pen-
sions made money for financial companies that run 
them, but many workers saw their savings melt away 
during the recession—or don't make enough money to 
save enough in the first place.

Detroit is the new paradigm for attacking public 
employees, especially their pensions and healthcare 
benefits, and urban citizens, primarily Black and La-

continued from p. 8
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stated that "the scenario where governments restrict 
hydrocarbon production in a way to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions 80% [by 2040] is highly unlikely."10 

On the contrary, Canada and the U.S. have con-
spired to maximize tar sands production, including 
with the Keystone XL pipeline. Saudi Arabia, China 
and Brazil tried to keep the "carbon budget" point out 
of the IPCC report. And in the most recent report, the 
U.S. excised from the Executive Summary an estimate 
that poor countries will need $100 billion a year to cope 
with climate change. Getting stuck with a portion of the 
bill for the effects of capitalist industrialization seems 
to be a more pressing problem than mitigating and 
dealing with those effects.

Apparent emission reductions in Europe and the 
U.S. are largely due to 
exporting emissions. As 
transnational industries 
based in the U.S. and 
Europe have shifted pro-
duction to countries like 
China with low wages 
and little environmental 
regulation, emissions in-
creased due to longer ship-
ping and China's reliance 
on coal, but that counts 
against China, now the 
world's biggest greenhouse 
gas emitter. Compounding 
this, as U.S. coal consump-
tion falls, the U.S., Canada 
and Australia have rushed 

to supply coal and tar sands oil to China and other 
"emerging market" countries. 

Movements of youth and Indigenous peoples, some 
under the rubric of "climate justice," display an entirely 
different attitude. Indigenous groups from across the 
U.S. and Canada have pledged to use direct action to 
resist Keystone XL if President Obama approves the 
pipeline. Since 2012 the Unist'ot'en resistance camp in 
Wet'suwet'en territory in British Columbia has blocked 
the route of the Pacific Trail pipeline for fracked gas. 
At Washington University in St. Louis, 20-40 students 
held a sit-in to protest the college's ties to coal giant 
Peabody Energy.

The revolutionary heart of that attitude is mani-
fested in the thought coming from the movement from 
practice. Francia Marquez Mina, founder of the As-
sociation of Afro-Colombian Women, said in a talk on 
"Afro-Colombians' Struggle for Land," 

"Capitalism's strength is at our expense. When we 
say that we want another model of development, it's not 
just my village of La Toma but all of humanity. We need 
to think about a different form of economic production 
that is not the capitalist system. They have made us be-
lieve that there is no other form of production. We need a 
different form of development."

A society that fails to maintain its infrastructure, 
that throws away the creative abilities of working-age 
and young people, that drifts toward genocide and war, 
that normalizes extreme anti-human thought, that 
races toward destruction of its environmental basis, is 
a society that no longer believes in its future. What it 
reveals is the decline of the old capitalist world and the 
potential for a new human one. Hegel captured it over 
200 years ago:

"…the spirit of the time, growing slowly and quietly 
ripe for the new form it is to assume, disintegrates one 
fragment after another of the structure of its previous 
world. That it is tottering to its fall is indicated only 
by symptoms here and there. Frivolity and again ennui, 
which are spreading in the established order of things, 
the undefined foreboding of something unknown—all 
these betoken that there is something else approaching. 
This gradual crumbling to pieces, which did not alter 
the general look and aspect of the whole, is interrupted 
by the sunrise, which, in a flash and at a single stroke, 
brings to view the form and structure of the new world."11

IV. Philosophy and 
organization

A. The philosophic moment 
of Marxist-Humanism

Despite all the retrogression faced by the masses, 
the revolutionary mental sediment of the Occupy Move-
ment, as of all the revolts across the world, remains in 
force. As a young Occupy Boston activist viewing Tur-
key's Gezi movement wrote, 

"Another world really is possible! Anti-capitalism 
is such a realistic worldwide goal for our generation. We 
aren't benefitting from capitalism, and we are finally 

10.  "Energy and Carbon: Managing the Risks," http://cdn.
exxonmobil.com/~/media/Files/Other/2014/Report%20-%20
Energy%20and%20Carbon%20-%20Managing%20the%20
Risks.pdf

11.  The Phenomenology of Mind, by G.W.F. Hegel (Harper 
Torchbooks, 1967).

Protesters at the March 28, 2014, emergency rally in Chicago against the 
BP spillage of tar sands oil into Lake Michigan.
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starting to talk about it."
The positive in the negative of anti-capitalism 

cannot be allowed to remain implicit. It is said often 
enough that we have to talk not only about what we are 
against but what we are for. But if the President can 
repeat that same statement as a platitude in his State 
of the Union address, we need to make clear that what 
we are for involves a total break with this capitalist so-
ciety and its dehumanization, with all its alienations 
and oppressions. The unfolding dialectic of revolution 
and counter-revolution has placed starting from the 
Absolute of a new human society at the top of our, and 
the world's, agenda. As the organization whose explicit 
basis is the Absolute of Marxist-Humanism, News and 
Letters Committees bears a special responsibility.
THE PHILOSOPHIC MOMENT 

This year we are returning with fresh eyes to Marx-
ist-Humanism's philosophic moment, with a special fo-
cus on The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism 
(TPMMH) as published by this organization 25 years 
ago, shortly after our founder's death.

In the 1940s, the retrogression of Russia after its 
1917 revolution sent Dunayevskaya back to Marx, not 
only to prove that it had become state-capitalist, but to 
reach for a new basis for the revolutionary movement. 
Her encounter with Marx's Humanism began by show-
ing that Russia's economy was based on alienated la-
bor, which must be transcended, rather than being sat-
isfied with eliminating private property. Marx's 1844 
Humanist Essays transformed Hegel's negation of the 
negation into a philosophy of revolution. One way Marx 
spelled it out was: 

"communism as such is not the goal of human devel-
opment….Only by the transcendence of this mediation, 
which is nevertheless a necessary presupposition, does 
there arise positive humanism, beginning from itself."

Compelled to reach for philosophic new beginnings, 
she continued exploring Marx's 1844 Humanist Essays 
and Capital together with Lenin's notebooks on Hegel 
and Hegel's works themselves. Combined with her 
participation in struggles of workers and Blacks, and 
in revolutionary organizations, it led to her May 1953 
philosophic moment. 

Dunayevskaya's discussion in the June 1, 1987, 
presentation, which is included in TPMMH, singles 
out from Karl Marx's 1844 philosophic moment his ap-
propriation of Hegel's "negation of the negation" and 
transformation of it into a "new Humanism." That, she 
indicates, was Marx's ground for organization. It is in 
that context that she takes up his return to his own 
philosophic moment "as it was concretized for organiza-
tion," and then takes up Marx's "general view of where 
we're headed" after revolution, looking ahead to the 
abolition of the division between mental and manual 
labor. The reintegration of mental and manual is key to 
the "new society" she found in Hegel's Absolutes in her 
own philosophic moment of Marxist-Humanism.

The look at Marx's ground for organization opens 
out into the question of negating the elitist vanguard 
party, not only politically but philosophically, working 
out not just a form of organization but a new relation-
ship of philosophy and organization. This implies a 
movement of second negation that is still on the agen-
da. We cannot give an answer to this question today. 
Rather, this year's Convention will be dedicated to re-
turning to the process of working it out with fresh eyes 
as we return to TPMMH.

B. Organizational tasks
Our tasks as an organization are conceived as ways 

of working out concretizations for today of TPMMH. 
News & Letters continues to be the only Marxist-

Humanist newspaper in the world. The concept of a 
Marxist-Humanist newspaper and of the process of pro-
ducing and distributing it is intended to begin breaking 
down the division between mental and manual labor, 
although that can only be completed through revolution 
that establishes a totally new foundation for society. It 
involves internalization of Marxist-Humanism as the 
other side of projection, and outreach as the other side 
of elicitation. This year our work to invigorate our elici-
tation, which is reflected in Readers' Views and articles 
from not-yet Marxist-Humanists, and our theoretical 
explorations as reflected in essay articles, will be a col-
lective attempt to work out this perspective articulated 

in the June 1, 1987, presentation in TPMMH:
"…the context of each person's activity and special 

point of concentration—be it labor, Women's Liberation, 
youth, Black, etc.—will be inseparable from the mean-
ing of that activity, and that meaning, whether of an 
objective event or the subjective activity, will be projected 
to those not-yet Marxist-Humanists, because in mean-
ing, i.e., philosophy, is both ground and roof of all we 
do, survey, strive for, as we prepare for that 'revolution 
in permanence.'

"Therefore, I would very strongly suggest that…the 
book—The Dialectics of Philosophy and Organi-
zation—becomes the dominant force not only in essay 
articles, but in every activity we undertake, especially 
in discussions with subscribers, with not-yet Marxist-
Humanists, not just as the recording of the events and 
their experiences, but the meaning of those events and 
experiences and their direction in a global context. That 
is what we will have to project when we have conversa-
tions with subscribers" (pp. 18-19).

The reconstruction of our website, which will be ac-
complished this year, is not a purely technical task but 
revolves around working out how it is inseparable from 
the paper in the process of eliciting, projection, and or-
ganizational growth. The print newspaper continues to 
be vital both for two-way communications with prison-
ers and for projecting ideas and building new relation-
ships at events such as protests and occupations, con-
ferences and teach-ins.

Archives as a collective task means that the techni-
cal aspect of presenting the Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion on the web is not the end but a beginning for projec-
tion and theoretical exploration and development. Its 
expanded accessibility challenges us to explore those 
archives in the spirit in which the June 1, 1987, pre-
sentation pointed to "the many universals inherent in 
[Marxist-Humanism's philosophic moment], so that we 
can see what is still new in it that we must develop for 
the book" on Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy.

The forthcoming book of writings by Dunayevskaya 
on Marx has been rethought in relation to TPMMH, so 
that the first two parts are "Analysis of State-Capital-
ism and Reach toward Marx's Humanism and Dialec-
tic" and "The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism," and the final part is "Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy."

Above all, we must confront the task of organiza-
tional growth. It should be reflected in our local dis-
cussions, including, for example, when we discuss the 
Call for Convention and the Draft Perspectives thesis, 
who we intend to invite to the Convention with it and 
how we intend to use these documents to do so—and 
similarly, to have a real organizational consciousness at 
both our meetings and the outside events in which we 
participate. That includes getting to second negation 
afterwards on what we did or did not do.

The Absolute is not something to graft onto the 
analysis of an event or movement but rather challenges 
us to begin from the Absolute in grasping the internal 
dialectic of the particular, in showing the meaning of 
the event. For us, philosophy is not an academic exer-
cise but is at the heart of working out what to do. That 
"what to do" will be a part of all our discussions, publi-
cations, and activities and will be a test of how we con-
cretize philosophy. One essential point for each Local 
will be to be concrete about how they plan to participate 
in ongoing organizational discussion and who they are 
going to bring to the Convention this year, as part of our 
work to build the organization. As always, the point of 
building the organization is to aid the self-determina-
tion of the idea of Marxist-Humanism, which, in unity 
with the world's freedom struggles, will release a new 
human dimension that will form the foundation of a 
new society.

—The Resident Editorial Board, April 16, 2014 
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Crises and revolts call for philosophy

Same-sex marriage
Just in time for the wedding season, the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church reaffirmed their opposition to 
same-sex marriage. Utah, along with Texas, Michigan 
and Oklahoma, has seen its same-sex union ban over-
turned. The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals hears oral 
arguments in Utah and Oklahoma's bans in April and 
is expected to consider both cases together. 

The Church of Norway rejected a proposal allow-
ing same-sex couples to marry, despite a majority of its 
bishops favoring religious ceremonies. Gays have been 
allowed to marry and adopt in Norway since 2009. 

Georgia's prime minister has introduced legisla-
tion defining marriage as between one man and one 
woman in order to avoid "misinterpretation" of a pro-
posed law to protect LGBT peoples from discrimina-
tion. If passed, it will join six EU nations—Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland—in 
banning same-sex marriage. 

Britain legalized same-sex marriage in March. Bi-
zarrely, the head of the Church of England said that 
accepting same-sex unions leads to the killing of Chris-
tians in Africa. 

Division on LGBT issues is strong among Angli-
cans. The Rt. Rev. Christopher Senjonjo of Uganda has 
been severely censured for ministering to LGBT peo-
ples. Bishop Desmond Tutu commented in early April, 
"What a shame, I mean, well really, what a disgrace, 
that the church of God, in the face of so much suffering 
in the world, in the face of conflict, or corruption, of all 
of the awful things, what is our obsession? Our obses-
sion is not ministering to a world that is aching. Our 
obsession is about sexual orientation. I'm sure that the 
Lord of this church, looking down at us, must weep, and 
say, 'Just what did I do wrong now?'" 

—Dee Perkins
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I N T E R N E T

Washington, D.C.—Two busloads of people from Chi-
cago joined thousands gathered here on March 15 to 
mark the third anniversary of the Syrian Revolution. 
Spirits were high, with the singing of revolutionary 
songs, much discussion and little sleep.

This was part of a week of commemoration in D.C. 
and around the world. From March 12 to March 15, 
across from the White House, volunteers had continu-
ously read out the names of the over 100,000 dead as an 
"oral memorial." "How many more?" we asked.

The main demonstration was held in Lafayette 
Park. Demonstrators marched there with chants like 
"There is only one solution! Revolution! Revolution!" Af-
ter three years, that's the reality. Not because it makes 
a good slogan, but because it's what Syrians have lived. 

Here were people who have given their lives for 
freedom. Many have put their schooling, jobs and 
families on hold. Others who came to D.C. from Syria 
have risked everything: Qusai Zakarya, Raed Fares, 
Ameenah Sawwan, and other heroes and witnesses. 

A highlight, for me, was the moment when ac-
tivists from Russia, China and Iran—whose gov-
ernments are Assad's main supporters—took the 
stage, along with a Ukrainian activist, to express 
the solidarity that the people of those countries 
have with the Syrian Revolution.

The world's silence and inaction have been mad-
dening, but it is also a little misleading. Millions of 
people, around the world, are watching and thinking 
about events in Syria. The unprecedented way Assad 
has been allowed to destroy the country's major cities 
and commit genocide against the people, creating the 
century's largest refugee crisis—no one can imagine 
that their own future isn't implicated in this. 

There were many young people in the crowd, and I 
had a moment of shock in realizing that I have watched 
some of them grow up in these three years of revolu-
tionary activism. If time is the space for human devel-
opment, how very precious a gift it has been to see the 
world through their eyes, to grasp that this world needs 
to change at its root. Both a gift, and a tremendous re-
sponsibility toward the future.

—Syrian Revolution supporter
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tional effect of chromosome aberrations and permanent 
gene mutation (Chernobyl is unequivocal that genera-
tions multiply radiation damage to biological systems), 
increased stillbirth and birth defects and the suffering 
of children. Chernobyl treats these problems by area as 
the distance from the catastrophe increases.

Names were invented for some diseases that ap-
peared after the accident. Vegetovascular dystonia is an 
autonomic nervous system dysfunction; incorporated 
long-life radionuclides is a complete mess-up by radia-
tion inside organs and tissues. Acute inhalation lesions 
of the upper respiratory tract is the worst cold you ever 
had—except it continues to get worse.

Diversity in soil bacteria was halved in areas of 
highest contamination. But without the historical 
complement of decay-causing organisms (including in-
sects and fungi), the scots pine forest of Chernobyl is 
not decaying. It's been 30 years now and dead trees, 
that under normal circumstances would have long since 
become soil humus, are still almost whole, a ripe and 
ready fire danger. The forest carpet in some places is 
decades thick.

"Liquidators" present a special case, even of Cher-
nobyl's encyclopedia of horrors. Who were they? About 
830,000 mostly young men who devoted about five min-
utes per exposure to cleaning up the highly radioactive 
nuclear material in the fiery heart of the reactor. Ro-
bots had been found not to work among the energetic 
gamma rays and highly motile nuclear particles that 
fouled the interior space of the exploded containment 
vessel. Liquidators are featured in a section on acceler-
ated aging. The diseases and physical problems listed 
in page after page were more acute and moved faster in 
the bodies of the liquidators. Fifty-seven died outright.

The authors of Chernobyl encourage us to face the 
catastrophe we have handed ourselves with nuclear ex-
plosions since Trinity, July 16, 1945.

Now that Fukushima/Daiichi has trumped Cher-
nobyl as the most powerful civilian nuclear explosion 
in history, governments and peoples won't be able to 
ignore the effects for 25 years. Chernobyl tells us what 
is in store. We must recognize the symptoms and hold 
accountable the corporations and governments that 
have tried so hard to make us believe that nuclear gen-
erators are safe.

—January

Chicago—On March 11, demonstrators gathered in 
front of the Japanese Consulate here to mark the third 
anniversary of the first meltdown at the Daiichi nu-
clear plant at Fukushima. The purpose of the protest, 
initiated by the Nuclear Energy Information Service in 
Chicago, was first of all to shine a spotlight on the con-
tinuing crisis: that radiation continues to be released 
into the water and into the air, despite the efforts of 
workers who at risk of life and health are quickly ac-
quiring lifetime doses of radiation. 

Demonstrators also attacked the gag law that the 
Japanese government enacted for the benefit of the nu-
clear energy giant TEPCO. It allows police to jail jour-
nalists or private citizens, even neighbors in the path 
of radiation, for publicizing actual factual statements 
that reflect negatively on nuclear plants at Fukushima.

Dr. Norma Field, one of the speakers, had just re-
turned from Japan with a film about children who had 
been removed from the worst areas of contamination. 
She said that the only thing worse than families not 
being able to return to their homes was being trapped 
in homes in areas with continuing elevated radiation, 
yet not being allowed to leave. She said that the gov-
ernment had taken away citizens' right to even express 
their anxiety. Apart from the threat of jail for pointing 
to ongoing safety issues, they faced intimidation from 
friends and neighbors in a climate created to make 
raising concerns or citing facts seem subversive.

Demonstrators sent a delegation upstairs to the 
Japanese Consulate to present a packet of letters of 
protest to the Japanese government. Consular officials 
refused to accept them, just as they had refused similar 
letters on previous anniversaries of the Fukushima ca-
tastrophe. Denial does not lessen the ongoing dangers 
to people in the shadow of Fukushima, which ultimate-
ly is all of us.

—Bob McGuire

Chernobyl: Consequences of the Catastrophe

Fukushima protest

Chernobyl: Consequences of the Catastrophe for 
People and the Environment, by Alexey V. Yablokov, 
Vassily B. Nesterenko and Alexey V. Nesterenko (Wiley-
Blackwell, 2010).

"The Chernobyl catastrophe 
demonstrates that the nuclear 
industry's willingness to risk 
the health of humanity and our 
environment with nuclear power 
plants will result, not only theo-
retically, but practically, in the 
same level of hazard as nuclear 
weapons." 

Chernobyl is a compendium 
of 23 years of scientific obser-
vations generated between the 

1986 accident and 2009. The book is encyclopedic, be-
ginning with an overview as the contamination swept 
west through Europe and east through the Caucasus, 
northern Africa, northern South Asia and across the 
Pacific to California (modeled by Livermore National 
Labs). There follow analyses of consequences to public 
health and the environment, ending with ways the pub-
lic can protect itself from the menace of silent, unseen 
radiation. 

Radiation affects public health in increased gen-
eral malaise, impairment, disability and death brought 
on by immune-system damage, premature aging of tis-
sues and organs, and increased cancer rates: within a 
few months or years thyroid cancer, leukemia and lym-
phoma; but within a couple of decades, a huge variety of 
cancers and infectious diseases. Add to this the genera-

by Dee Perkins
"We don't discriminate. If you're buying, we're sell-

ing," read Mississippi storefront decals. LGBT rights 
group Equality Mississippi (EM) partnered with busi-
nesses to counter the swift April 1 passage of Arizona-
style SB2681, Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 
which states that "government shall not substantially 
burden religious exercise," thereby giving businesses 
the right to discriminate. EM's April 9 press release 
underscored the commitment to equality for all. So-
called religious freedom laws are on the books in 18 
states and pending in Missouri and Oklahoma, while 
North Carolina is likely to take one up in May.

*   *   *
India's Aam Aadmi (literally, Common Man) Party 

(AAP) is putting Gay rights at the center of its platform 
in the country's general election to elect members to 
the Lok Sabha (House of the People), Parliament's low-
er house. Key to AAP's Manifesto on Swaraj (rule of the 
people) to "end corruption and ensure accessible justice 
for the people" is its support of the Delhi High Court 
decision to legalize gay sex, overturned by the Supreme 
Court, as well as gender justice. Formed about a year 
and a half ago, AAP won 28 of 70 seats in 2013 in the 
Delhi Legislative Assembly.

*   *   *
All sixth, seventh and eighth graders (12- to 

14-year-olds) in Nepal will learn about sexual and gen-
der diversity in their Health and Physical Education 
classes. A five-year effort, which began with LGBT 
rights advocate Sunil Babu Pant when he was a Mem-
ber of Parliament, resulted in the national education 
board's including sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity in syllabi and textbooks. Believing the root cause 
of discrimination to be ignorance and prejudice, Pant 
and his team explained again and again the issues to 
various officials. In 2007 the Supreme Court negated 
anti-LGBT laws.

Q U E E R N O T E S

Peace activist veteran run down
Duluth, Minn.—Tom Gilliam is a survivor of the 

Vietnam War, a conscientious objector medic, as-
signed to a Marine Corps combat unit during the war. 
Throughout his time in Vietnam, he was surrounded 
by the disorientation and butchery of raw combat. He 
still has shrapnel in his body. More than a few Marines 
owe their lives to him, as he kept them from bleeding 
to death in the jungles of the night.

Immediately on returning to the U.S., Tom 
stripped off his military uniform and threw it into the 
nearest garbage can. A dedicated social activist, he 
is a member of Veterans For Peace (VFP) and Syn-
dicalist Action Network (SAN). There has been more 
government and right-wing surveillance of VFP than 
any other left-of-center or radical organization in the 
country, much of which has been crude and abusive.

In July 2013 Tom told friends that he had been 
followed by "a man in a black pick-up truck." The truck 
would overtake him, only to re-appear behind him. 
And that man, Tom said, shouted threats at him. 

On Aug. 3, 2013, WDIO-TV Eyewitness News re-
ported a solidarity rally for Bradley (now Chelsea) 
Manning in Duluth, Minn., where Tom was inter-
viewed. He said in part: "We're all in support of a great 
American hero and a patriot, somebody who blew the 
whistle on lies. And in an open society you need the 
truth."

At approximately 3:00 AM on Aug. 5, Tom was 
pedaling his bicycle home home from work when he 
was run down from behind by a dark blue mini-van. 
The impact was strong enough that the van's side-
mirror broke off and fell on the street. The driver fled.

Tom, with broken ribs and many fractured bones, 

was taken to St. Luke's Hospital. The first policeman 
to arrive told the crowd, "We will probably never know 
who did this." It was a witness who pointed to the evi-
dence scattered on the street. 

On Aug. 7 several members of SAN went to the 
Duluth police station but were told there was no "In-
cident File" for the assault on Tom. The sergeant said 
we should speak with the State Patrol. But the State 
Patrol also had nothing on file. Later that day, a po-
lice official contacted Tom at the Hospital and told him 
they were "starting" an "Incident File." 

On Aug. 13 SAN received a phone call from the de-
tective assigned to investigate the attack on Tom. He 
said "We will probably never know who did this," and 
that the Duluth police "do not have the staff or budget 
that would allow them to investigate." The sergeant ac-
knowledged that "there is more evidence than usual in 
this case" and said he would send out a Press Release 
asking for the public's help in identifying the damaged 
blue mini-van.

We are still waiting for that appeal to the public. 
Tom's brother hired two lawyers to investigate the at-
tack. They told Tom that never in their professional lives 
had they encountered so much stonewalling by police!

In October 2013, surgeons removed much of Tom's 
kidney. Unable to work because of injuries and compli-
cations resulting from the attack, the struggle of daily 
life for Tom is difficult. You can send an email mes-
sage of solidarity to Tom at: gilliamtom@gmail.com; 
you can send a complaint or protest to The City of Du-
luth, St. Louis County, MN, http://www.duluthmn.gov

—SAN, 323 Fourth Street, Cloquet, MN 55720–2051, 
phone : +218.879.8628

Stop the spies and lies
Los Angeles—On April 10, 200 youths of all races 

gathered at the Norwalk Fusion Center on the First 
National Day of Protest. Protests were also held in Chi-
cago, Washington, D.C., Boston, Dallas, San Francisco 
and Oakland. There are about 80 such centers in the 
U.S.

We protested to close down the Fusion Center that 
stores data from government and local police spying on 
private telephone conversations, internet communica-
tions and Los Angeles Police Dept.'s Suspicious Activity 
Reports (SAR) or "I Watch" and special Order 1 (people 
spying on people and LAPD Surveillance and secret 
file program). SAR reports are primarily about non-
criminal activities such as taking photographs of build-
ings, writing notes, drawing or painting landmarks or 
inquiring about business hours.

The Fusion Center locked its doors to keep us out 
as we held a spirited protest with signs and banners 
reading: "Stop LAPD Spying—Spies, Lies and Secret 
Files," "Shut down all Fusion Centers" and "Suspicious 
Activity Reports on Blacks, Browns and Poor Young 
Queers." We stood outside chanting and displaying our 
signs to the workers and police inside the glass walls of 
the eight-story building.

The rally ended with a skit of police harassing and 
interrogating a robot. This was followed by speakers 
from Los Angeles Community Action Network, Stop 
the LAPD Spying Coalition, Youth Justice Coalition 
and the National Lawyers Guild. —Basho 
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• The conflict over the Isiboro Sécure National 
Park and Indigenous Territory (TIPNIS), the lowland 
Amazonian region that the government is intent on 
developing despite the resistance of many Indigenous 
groups, continues. Vice President Garcia Linera put 
forth a developmentalist strategy for the region—part 
of his concept of Amazonian-Andean capitalism—un-
der the wing of the government, as the ground for any 
possible far-off-future development of socialism. In 
the meantime, the desires of Indigenous groups in the 
TIPNIS are dismissed as linked to neoliberal capital-
ism, and a government attempt to create rival Indig-
enous groups in the region is underway. 

• In urban areas, the government's attempt to dra-
matically increase gas prices through a high-handed 
arbitrary decree was met with massive opposition from 
El Alto's Indigenous population and had to be rescind-
ed. As with TIPNIS, this fight revealed starkly differ-
ent views of how Bolivia's future would be determined.  
MINERS LEFT TO TWIST IN THE WIND

The mines were nationalized as a result of the 1952 
Revolution, and the huge state corporation COMIBOL 
was created, with the militant, revolutionary mine 
workers' union, the Union Federation of Bolivian Mine 
Workers, having a crucial voice.

However, in the 1980s under neoliberal rule, the 
mining industry and the miners and their powerful 
union were dealt devastating blows. In the last decades 
of the 20th century, the demand for minerals dropped 
and the mines were reprivatized. Many miners lost 
their jobs. Some moved to the city, particularly El Alto, 
and became militants in the struggle. Others sought to 
keep mining by forming small cooperatives, non-union, 
to extract ore and sell it privately.

With the election of the Morales government, some 
mines have been renationalized and become state-run 
with the presence of the mine workers' union, others re-
main private. Miners are now sharply divided between 
unionized workers in the state mines and cooperatives 
of non-union miners.
TWO KINDS OF PROGRESS

Nevertheless, the question is not simply one of 
state vs. private mines, of union vs. non-union miners, 
though this is part of the question. The state—that is, 
the MAS government—is interested in developing the 
state mines as well as the private mines, but with state 
supervision. The new mining law was designed to give 
precedence to the state mines and prevent cooperatives 
from selling to private concerns. It sought to bar co-
operatives from seeking private investment, restricting 
them to contracts with the Bolivian state.

The cooperative miners felt deeply threatened and 
launched their protest. Their massive demonstrations 
have made the government halt the imposition of the 
new law and rewrite it to allow private contracts for the 
cooperatives. 

However, the rewritten law would give the govern-
ment more power to be extractivist and developmen-
talist. It would allow mining operators to expand their 
exploitation of water resources to include not only the 
immediate mining area, but adjacent lands as well. 

Indigenous groups,  campesinos  and environmen-
talists deeply question this kind of "progress," which 
despoils the land. The focus of the government is not 
about miners, union or non-union, but about state con-
trol and development of resources. But where are the 
voices of the Bolivian social movements, as well as all 
the Bolivian miners? The two worlds of Bolivia continue 
in high tension. —Eugene Walker

Bolivia's two worlds
continued from p. 1

Massacres continue in Central African Republic

problems rooted in the pre-capitalist past. Modi's use 
of Hindu religious bigotry is an example of the deadly 
interplay between all these. The thought of a religious 
bigot controlling the nuclear arsenal aimed at neigh-
boring Muslim Pakistan is ominous.

Issues of caste prejudice, and the brutal exploita-
tion of tribal peoples, remain. The areas inhabited by 

Indigenous peoples 
are among the poor-
est in India. They have 
been repeatedly sub-
ject to violence and the 
theft of their ancestral 
lands. The introduc-
tion of an even more 
authoritarian form of 
capitalism only prom-
ises them more con-
flict.
WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Women are anoth-
er group threatened 
by a Modi-led govern-
ment. The ratio of girls 
to boys in Gujarat (918 
girls to every 1,000 

boys) is among the lowest of any Indian state. Child 
marriage, teen pregnancy, maternal mortality, domes-
tic violence, and sexual assault remain at high levels. 
The campaign that followed the brutal gang-rape and 
murder in New Delhi two years ago generated a new 
consciousness of the problem, but as yet little change in 
the culture or human relations that lead to such crimes.

The rate of conviction for crimes against wom-
en is very low in Modi's Gujarat. What is worse, as 
pointed out by Amrit Wilson, "...it is the fascistic 
violence of the Sangh Parivar [Hindu Right] that, 
more than anything, indelibly marks women's 
lives in Gujarat. During the 2002 pogrom against 
Muslims, women and children were specifically 
targeted" (The Guardian, April 4, 2014). This has 
been repeated by fundamentalist Hindu groups 
in other states as well.

Modi's proposed "free market" reforms remain 

by Gerry Emmett
Narendra Modi, the head of the right-wing Hindu 

fundamentalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), has 
brought a new wrinkle into politics. He manages to ap-
pear simultaneously at his Hindu Right campaign ral-
lies in different cities via the holographic projection of 
his image.

This science-fiction 
style of politics mirrors 
India's social transforma-
tion in recent decades. The 
country has become more 
urban, developed new hi-
tech industries, and has 
a larger middle class with 
income to spend.

The historic Congress 
Party, led by Rahul Gan-
dhi, and the Communist 
Parties that have ruled 
states like West Bengal, 
have run into the contra-
dictions of capitalism and 
been unable to deliver both 
capitalist growth and so-
cial security. Modi states openly that his program will 
be to unleash "free market" reform coupled with au-
thoritarianism in government.
INDIA'S DEEP CONTRADICTIONS

Modi's own history can tell us what his authority 
portends: the massacre of 2,000 Muslims in his own 
state of Gujarat in 2002, for which he, as chief minister, 
was charged with "comprehensive failure" by India's 
National Human Rights Commission and refused a 
U.S. visa. He shows no remorse for his role in this, and 
continues to attack the rights of minority groups. Modi 
in fact aims to reverse the central ideological tenets of 
Indian independence—the "free market" vs. Congress' 
mild version of socialism, and religious fundamental-
ism vs. Gandhian universalism.

Indian democracy faces capital's inherent con-
tradictions, which won't be overcome by a turn to the 
Right, while at the same time being beset with other 

vaguer than the authoritarianism of his actual record. 
What can be said with confidence is that he won't scru-
ple to use the kind of force against workers that he has 
shown himself willing to use against Muslims. This has 
included even the frame-up extrajudicial killing of "ter-
rorists." The extension of that label to struggling work-
ers is utterly predictable.
BAD NEWS FOR THE WORKING CLASS

Labor struggles have grown along with the de-
velopment of Indian capitalism. Over 4,000 Toyota 
assembly workers are currently locked out in Bidadi, 
near Bangalore; 26,000 public transport workers are on 
strike in Maharashtra; and nearly 4,000 Nokia assem-
bly workers, mainly women, went on hunger strike over 
the threat of job losses in Tamil Nadu—exactly the kind 
of job losses free market ideologues see as necessary to 
rationalize the labor market.

A Modi victory bodes ill for all India's poor and 
oppressed. Yet it may happen. Modi has used the very 
unsustainable rate of economic growth seen in recent 
decades as a mirage to court voters, a trick Reagan 
mastered decades ago. It may gain his Right-wing coali-
tion enough parliamentary seats to place him in office.

Promise and delivery are two different things, how-
ever. What Modi would deliver would be another variant 
of the authoritarian capitalism seen in various forms in 
Reaganite America, Putin's Russia, and China.

Bosnians develop revolutionary democracy 
A revolutionary movement in Bosnia is bringing 

new life to the ideas that meant everything to support-
ers of the 1990s people's struggle there. Despite the ef-
forts of bureaucrats and tyrants, the fundamental char-
acter of multiethnic Bosnia has continued to develop.

At its core, the current movement is directed 
against the rule of capital. It targets the mass poverty 
and government corruption that followed in the wake of 
the 1995 Dayton Accords. 

Although ending the war, these were meant to 
freeze Bosnian society along ethnic lines that had only 
been drawn through the genocide initiated by Serbia's 
ruler, Slobodan Milosevic. In contrast, when officials 
recently tried to blame Croats for burning government 
offices, Bosnian Muslims stood up and said, no, we all 
are responsible.
DEBATING REFORM AND REVOLUTION

What began in February with days of violent pro-
tests against police, bureaucrats and local oligarchs has 
sustained itself in new forms of democratic organiza-
tion, the plenums, where everyone has the right to be 
heard. Here people in each community come together 
to debate what kind of social reform—or revolution—
would be needed to create the kind of world they'd want 
to live in.

The topics people discuss in the plenums include 
employment, public services, corruption, education and 
culture. Committees are formed to help carry out col-
lective decisions. 

Every day, thousands of people have been gather-
ing in Tuzla, Mostar, Sarajevo, Travnik, Zenica, and 

In an unexpected development, the General As-
sembly of Central African Republic (CAR) elected Cath-
erine Samba-Panza, mayor of Bangui, the capital, as 
the country's new president. She is a well-connected 
lawyer and businesswoman, who also heads a well-
connected women's rights NGO, the Association des 
Femmes Juristes Centrafricains. 

Violence continues between supporters of for-
mer presidents Michel Djotodia and Francois Bozize. 
French troops are present, but not heavily involved in 
peacekeeping. The French were never in CAR for hu-
manitarian reasons, but to protect investments, some-
thing that has become less pressing for them with the 
closure of their once-profitable Areva uranium mine.

While the developing violence between the Seleka 
and "anti-balaka" continues, in some cases it is becom-
ing less strictly ethnic and religion-based and more 
about local rivalries and feuds. So the Seleka, for ex-
ample, have recruited Christians from Bangui.

Odisha state, India—Dongria Kondh villagers stop development of bauxite 
mine on tribal land.

India's Modi: 'free market' authoritarian 

other towns. Each can speak for an allotted time. Me-
diators are there only to facilitate discussion. At each 
meeting, a list of concrete suggestions is taken and 
voted on. Everyone votes.

A number of local officials have been forced to re-
sign. New democratic governing structures are being 
discussed and developed within the shell of the old. The 
spirit of Arab Spring and Occupy movements lives.
ILLUMINATING A NEW WORLD

Now, why is this small nation so important? Be-
cause the Bosnian people are walking over the official 
portrait the world has commissioned of itself for the 
last 20 years. To wit: Assad's genocide in Syria, so obvi-
ously inspired by Milosevic's genocide in Bosnia; Putin, 
invader of Ukraine, so obviously the heir of Milosevic; 
and the whole "you are with us or with the terrorists" 
rhetoric of Bush, whose wars-of-civilizations survive as 
President Obama's drone strikes and skewed interna-
tional priorities.

This is a moment when clearer lines are being 
drawn between a possible future of freedom, and those 
of us who are fighting for it, against others with their 
eyes, minds and hearts dead set on recreating past op-
pressions and horrors. In this historic conflict, Bosnia 
today shines like a flash of lightning illuminating the 
future in the present.

No matter that there is a "history" written by the 
victors, whose paper takes whatever is written on it. 
There is another history, entirely, that is written by hu-
manity struggling for freedom. The Bosnian people are 
creating one of its most moving chapters.

Nevertheless, brutal killings and rapes continue, 
sometimes directed at those who cross newly-drawn 
religious lines. A Christian woman married to a Mus-
lim man was killed by fellow Christians in Boda, for 
example, site of a massacre of Christians by the Muslim 
Seleka. Now thousands of Muslims are surrounded and 
fearful of further reprisals.

Six hundred thousand remain displaced inside 
CAR. Camps that are unequipped now will soon be ren-
dered unlivable by the rainy season. Aid agencies have 
provided little beyond some basic health and sanita-
tion services. The answer won't be provided by Western 
charity, in any case. It can only come from the people.

Yaya, the Muslim man whose Christian mother 
was killed and his wife threatened, said: "To get the 
revenge, because I'm very angry, it's not good. It'll be-
come a cycle, and go on and on." This isn't a voice of 
weakness; it's the voice of a new world, and the African 
humanism that will help bring it to birth.
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