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financiers who precipitated the crisis that he was the 
only thing standing between them and “the pitchforks” 
of those who were suffering the consequences of the cri-
sis, many of whom later occupied the nation’s public 
squares.

Wall Street prospered more than ever as inequality 
surged through the U.S. economy. Wall Street repaid 
the Obama government’s largesse by aligning with the 
Republican Party and its strident, ideological Right, 
in an unrelenting war against the poor, minorities and 
women. A spectacle of marketed lies ensued, including 

a drumbeat of racist Right 
media questioning Obama’s 
birth origin and religion. 
Further, a reactionary Su-
preme Court overturned the 
idea of democratic discourse 
by designating money as 
“free speech.” It enabled res-
cued billionaires to market 
as big and as many lies as 
they needed to consolidate 
political power.
PLUTOCRATS’ BIG LIES

Consolidate they did, 
especially on the local and 
state level, where ger-
rymandering in the 2010 
Congressional redistricting 
guaranteed a huge Republi-
can majority in the House of 
Representatives in the 2012 

election despite Democrats having received more votes 
overall in the House elections. 

With this undermining of democracy, the 
shameless plutocrats claimed rampant voter 
fraud—which in reality is nearly non-existent. 
Though a transparent cynical ploy, this big lie was 
used to enact a contemptible mix of voter suppres-
sion tactics put into effect in 33 states: requiring 
photo ID, eliminating early voting and same-day 
registration, purging of state voter rolls that se-
lectively focuses on minorities, and disenfranchis-
ing nearly 6 million who had a felony conviction 
at any time in their lives—all designed to lessen 
poor, student and minority turnout at the polls. 

Texas now has a virtual poll tax and a bureaucratic 
quagmire for those lacking new identification require-
ments. It was at first overturned by one court but then 
upheld by the Republican-controlled Supreme Court 
that recently gutted the Voting Rights Act of 1965. In 
her dissent, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said this rul-
ing alone disenfranchises hundreds of thousands of vot-
ers. In Georgia, where African Americans don’t take 
the right to vote for granted, Black churches, which 
played an integral part in the Civil Rights Movement, 
conducted a massive “souls to the polls” registration 
drive. With voter registration under the control of a 

by Ron Kelch
The U.S. government took an ominous, reaction-

ary political turn in the 2014 midterm elections, with 
Republicans taking control of the Senate. Extreme pro-
war Senators like Joni Ernst in Iowa and Tom Cotton 
in Arkansas join veterans like Senator “Bomb, Bomb, 
Bomb Iran” John McCain, who will now control the 
Armed Services Committee and is hell-bent for new 
“boots on the ground” in Syria and Iraq. The whole 
Republican campaign—including these pro-war, pro-
fossil-fuel, pro-“fetus is a person” candidates—ran on a 
cynically deceptive anti-
Obama mantra. 

A very unpopu-
lar Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, who will 
be the new majority 
leader, pulled out a vic-
tory promising to up-
root Obamacare “root 
and branch” as though 
the popular, successful 
KYnect insurance is not 
Kentucky’s own incarna-
tion of “Obamacare.” 

Cotton created a 
fiction that Obama im-
migration policies will 
allow IS to enter the 
country through an alli-
ance with Mexican drug 
runners. 

Packaging herself as a down-home country girl 
who grew up castrating hogs, Ernst, like many of her 
fellow Republicans, hid her absurd view that a fertil-
ized human egg has the full rights of personhood. Mul-
tiple crises of impending war, ecological catastrophe, 
and a new global economic downturn mean time is run-
ning out for humanity under this disconnect between 
thought and reality endemic to capitalist politics.
ALIENATED YOUTH STAY AWAY

One stark contrast to six years ago, when many 
of the just defeated Senators first got elected under 
the impact of a sweeping victory for the first African- 
American President, is that young people stayed away 
from the polls in droves. The result was a small and el-
derly electorate. Those under 30 comprised only 12% of 
the 2014 electorate while they comprised 18% in 2008; 
those over 60 comprised 37% now, while only 23% then. 
Dramatic disaffection among the youth is not due only 
to traditional low turnout in midterm elections.

In 2008 Obama exclaimed to the celebrating mul-
titude that they themselves were “the change they had 
been waiting for.” However, as president, he moved from 
that idea to a politically centered pragmatism, trying 
to work with a disciplined and nihilistic opposition fix-
ated on undermining anything he did. As he saved the 
financial system and the world economy from total col-
lapse, President Obama told the bailed-out Wall Street 
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From the Oakland People’s Climate March, Sept. 21. (See p. 11 for New 
York march coverage.) As inadequate as Obama’s climate measures are, 
Republicans vowed after the election to destroy them.

EDITORIAL

Ebola fearmongers
by Htun Lin

In the wake of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, 
only one person, Thomas Eric Duncan, has died on U.S. 
soil from the virus. But millions have been led to panic.

Irresponsible politicians like Gov. Christie of New 
Jersey created a climate of fear. Ebola spreads only by 
intimate contact with biological fluids, but Christie 
called for mandatory quarantines on healthy healthcare 
workers like Kaci Hickox returning from West Africa. 

Back home in Maine, Hickox was detained like a 
prisoner without due process, officials refusing to an-
swer her queries, and violating her civil rights in the 
name of national security. Gov. LePage kept her quar-
antined in her home as a re-election issue. 

Christie demonstrated how the contagion of fear is 
spread. This is an “us vs. them” xenophobic mentality, 
global capitalism existing alongside narrow national-
ism. The President, on the other hand, hugged nurses 
returning from working with Ebola patients.
WE ARE ALL WEST AFRICANS

National quarantines do not work. West Africans’ 
battles are our battles. Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of 
Infectious Diseases at the National Institutes of Health, 
stressed that the best way to protect Americans from 
Ebola is to help West Africans fight it in West Africa. 

The mistreatment of Thomas Eric Duncan, an 
immigrant from Liberia, is painfully symbolic. In 
spite of capital’s huge infrastructure and cutting-edge 
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Mexico at a new moment of revolt
Mexico City—Massive protests have swept across 

Mexico in response to the brutal state-instigated attack 
against students from the Escuela Normal Rural Raúl 
Isidro Burgos in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero. On Sept. 26 six 
people had been murdered outright, and 43 students 
were “disappeared” and likely assassinated, inciner-
ated and buried in clandestine graves. 

October and November have been months of rage, 
led by hundreds of thousands of students. The state of 
Guerrero has been in permanent revolt with marches, 
road blockages, and attacks against government offic-
es, as well as the forced resignation of the Governor. In 
almost every Mexican state there have been protests 
demanding the return of the students alive. “Living 
they were taken, alive we want them back!”
MURDEROUS ATTACK AGAINST NORMALISTAS

According to Ayotzinapa students, on Sept. 26 
some normalistas (students from the Normal school) 
commandeered public buses, as they have on other oc-
casions, planning to go to a highway and solicit funds 
from motorists so they could afford to bring students to 
Mexico City for the annual Oct. 2 student protest march 

that commemorates the government massacre of hun-
dreds of students in 1968. Arriving in the city of Iguala, 
the students became the focal point of murderous at-
tacks. The mayor and others had arranged for over a 
dozen city police to attack the students, and for a narco-
traffic gang, Guerreros Unidos, to kidnap the 43 young 
normalistas who survived the initial police shootings.

This horrendous act was more than a local aber-
ration by a murderous mayor in collaboration with his 
police and a powerful narco-traffic gang. First, the lo-
cal government (and who knows what other levels of 
government: the State of Guerrero? the army, which 
was nowhere to be found during the several hours of 
attack?) thought that they could get away with this 
barbarism. After all, in December 2011, when 500 
students from Ayotzinapa had blockaded a highway 
demanding to meet with the governor to protest cuts 
to their already insufficient school budget, they were 
met by some 300 various police agencies and the army, 
who launched tear gas and, when the students resisted, 
gunfire. Three students were killed, many beaten and 
wounded, some 50 or more arrested. To this day no one 
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When the so-called “Islamic State” announced it-
self, its first act was to declare an end to the Sykes-
Picot agreement that drew the border between Iraq 
and Syria. Originating in al-Qaeda’s Iraq branch, the 
IS had taken advantage of Assad’s genocide, and some-
times his direct aid, to expand into Syria. The IS came 
into conflict with the Syrian Revolution, and for the 
last year there has been an open state of war between 
the IS and elements of the Free Syrian Army. 

Today the heroic struggle of the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units, along with allies of the Free Syrian 
Army, to defend Kobane from the IS deserves all sup-
port. This means first the support of the people, the 
workers, women, and all who struggle for a better life. 
U.S. and coalition air strikes and the provision of some 
weapons have helped keep the genocidal forces of the 
“Islamic State” from completely overrunning the city on 
the Syria/Turkey border. The defenders should receive 
the arms required to utterly defeat the IS!
U.S., BETRAYER OF REVOLUTIONS

It remains to be seen if such help will be forthcom-
ing in retaking the many Rojava villages the IS has 
occupied and depopulated, creating hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees. A long history of the U.S. betraying 
both Kurdish self-determination and Syrian revolu-
tionaries gives little to hope in that regard. This living 
example of Kurdish self-determination has been made 
possible by the Syrian Revolution, which all major pow-
ers have opposed.

Further, while the U.S. and Turkey haven’t seen 
eye to eye over Kobane, the U.S. isn’t going to risk its al-
liance with President Erdogan’s government or his free 
market policies over the support of what the U.S. will 
likely continue to view as a Kurdish “terrorist” group. 
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plainclothes government thugs—brutally attacked the 
demonstrators, sexually assaulting several women stu-
dents, beating others so severely that 40 had to be hos-
pitalized and two were critically injured, and arresting 
at least 35. Rather than this vicious onslaught stopping 
the protest, within hours a spontaneous rally brought 
5,000 to demonstrate near the university. The next day 
10,000 students from colleges and even high schools 
across Kolkata marched through the streets. 
#HOKKOLOROB—CLAMOR!

Refusing to give up, the students took to social 
media, creating the hashtag #hokkolorob. Hok Kolo-

rob, the title of 
a song sung by 
Bangladeshi 
singer Arnob, 
means “Let 
there be noise” 
or “Clamor!” It 
went viral as 
students and 
others spread 
the word and 
came out into 

the streets in the tens of thousands in a driving rain 
on Sept. 20—a demonstration marked by the unusually 
high number of women, many of whom remarked on 
the similarity of their struggle to the one that erupted 
in Delhi in 2012. There were solidarity demonstrations 
leading up to Sept. 20 in Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, 
Bengaluru, and other cities. The movement continued 
and on the one-month anniversary of the police riot 
at Jadavpur, 700 students went on a 24-hour hunger 
strike and held a rally in the evening. 

The Kolkata events reveal several things: that 
people know that laws on the books are not enough to 
change a reality where women, students, and others 
are treated like chattel by those in power; that women 
will no longer be intimidated by slut-shaming or believe 
that it is their fault if they are raped or abused; and 
lastly, that the promise of the Delhi demonstrations 
to change women’s lives—to proclaim that women’s 
lives have meaning and, yes, even power—is something 
worth fighting for, no matter how long that fight takes. 
The 100,000 youth marching through the streets in a 
pouring rain make clear that they are up to the fight 
and are determined to continue the struggle that began 
in Delhi.

Indians protest sexual assault
         by Terry Moon
The vicious gang rape and 

murder of a young student, 
Jyoti Singh Pandey, on a 
Delhi, India, bus in December 

2012 was the moment when Indian women’s sim-
mering anger boiled over into rage and a determina-
tion to transform society. Thousands of women and men 
poured into the streets for weeks on end demanding 
deep changes not only in the laws, but also in society 
and actual human relationships. The demonstrations 
went on for months and spread over the entire country.

The tre-
mendous mili-
tant outcry led 
to new laws 
that criminal-
ized voyeur-
ism, stalk-
ing, disrobing 
women and 
acid attacks. 
Laws also 
called for the 
death penalty 
as punishment for rape where the woman dies or is se-
riously injured, a penalty vigorously opposed by femi-
nists, who saw it as a retrogressive move.
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES IN KOLKATA

Now another militant movement against abuse of 
women has erupted in Kolkata (Calcutta), where over 
100,000 people marched on Sept. 20 for women’s free-
dom and against police violence. 

This new eruption began on Aug. 28 when a woman 
student at Jadavpur University was sexually assaulted 
and the University’s response was worse than insuffi-
cient. While they did “investigate,” it was the woman 
who was interrogated as two faculty members grilled 
her on what she was wearing and if she was drunk. It 
was this outrageous university response that compelled 
the students to try to get some justice. 

They began a sit-in on Sept. 16, blocking the door of 
Abhijit Chakraborti, Jadavpur’s vice chancellor. Rather 
than talk to the students who were demanding an inde-
pendent investigation of the attack, Chakraborti pon-
tificated: “It is beneath my dignity to talk to agitating 
students, and neither am I paid for this,” and then he 
called the cops. 

Just as they had at the demonstrations protesting 
the gang rape of Jyoti Singh Pandey in January and 
February of 2013, the police—along with riot police and 

 Pro by Katha Pollitt is a wake-up call to the pro-
choice movement to reclaim abortion as a positive so-
cial good. Ever since Roe v. Wade legalized abortion, 
we have allowed religious Right rhetoric to sneak into 
our own discussions so that even we now call abortion 
“tragic” and say it should be “safe, legal, and rare.” 

The movement wants to win the support of pro-
choice people who feel that there is something vaguely 
morally wrong with abortion and want to restrict it. 
Pollitt says these people are trying to sound reason-
able under social pressure to have what is perceived 
as a moderate position. However, they are not think-
ing through their views, which have been influenced by 
religious Right propaganda. She analyzes the opinions 
commonly expressed by this “muddled middle” in de-
tail, showing how they are self-contradictory and non-
sensical and how restrictions on abortion harm women. 

 Pollitt discusses how the notion of the per-
sonhood of the fertilized egg, embryo or fetus 
does not hold up to scrutiny. All of these lack a 
conscious mind. She explains some of the science 
of pregnancy, such as the fact that half of fertil-
ized eggs do not implant and one-fifth of pregnan-
cies are miscarried. She writes, “If fertilized eggs 
are persons, God is remarkably careless about 
them.” She debunks other myths about abortion 
such as the notions that they are dangerous, that 
most women are coerced into them and that le-
gal abortion in the U.S. is a genocidal plot against 
Black people.

 The religious Right has mostly rejected their im-
age of women who have abortions as cruel, unnatural 
murderers because it did not sway people. They now re-
lentlessly promote the view of women as childlike with 
no agency of our own. Pollitt explains that anti-abor-
tion activism and propaganda is not to protect embryos, 
but to make women as powerless as we were before the 
feminist movement. 

Roe v. Wade was a turning point in chang-
ing women’s view of ourselves as no longer con-
trolled by others but in control of our own lives: 
“Women’s lives are different now—so much so 
that we’re in danger of forgetting how they used 
to be.” Legal abortion has allowed women to be 
more human in that we can participate in society 
without randomly changing our lives to become 
mothers. Now, even a woman who chooses against 
abortion for religious reasons has made a choice. 

 Women’s humanity is endangered as the religious 

Right uses the public distaste it has created for abor-
tion to demonize women’s enjoyment of our sexuality, 
which should be a human right, and use of birth con-
trol, which obviously limits the need 
for abortion. The religious Right 
also trivializes childbirth and moth-
erhood as “inconveniences” so easy 
and socially unimportant that even 
a preteen can do them while living 
in poverty with poor health. 

 Pollitt says young feminists 
are pouring into the movement 
with an eagerness to reclaim 
abortion from stigma. They are 
creating new techniques of ac-
tivism and, in the reproductive 
justice movement, connecting abortion with other 
reproductive rights and with social justice. Pro is be-
ing widely discussed among feminists and will help 
give this renewed pro-choice movement a boost during 
a very reactionary time.  —Adele 

Pro: Reclaiming Abortion Rights — a review

WOMAN 
 

REASON
AS Chicago—Feminist activists Miriame Kaba, who 

helped run the Chicago Taskforce on Violence Against 
Girls and Young Women, and Emily Thuma headlined 
“Lessons in Self-Defense: Women’s Prisons, Gendered 
Violence and Antiracist Feminisms in the 1970s and 
’80s” at DePaul University on Oct. 16. October is Do-
mestic Violence Awareness month and the annual 
month of resistance to mass incarceration, police ter-
ror, repression and the criminalization of a generation.

Thuma and Kaba focused on reviving a strong 
movement against the imprisonment of women who 
have defended themselves against violence—who have 
injured or killed men who raped and/or abused them. 
They presented as a model the defense of women of 
color in the 1970s, like the campaigns for Joanne Little, 
Inez Garcia and Yvonne Wanrow, all prosecuted for kill-
ing men who had attacked them or their children. (All 
three spoke for themselves in News & Letters.) 

The speakers see the case of Marissa Alexander—
who was wrongly convicted of aggravated assault for 
firing a warning shot at the ceiling as her husband 
tried to attack her after he threatened to kill her—as a 
possible catalyst for today. He had been arrested twice 
for domestic violence and had put Alexander in the hos-
pital. If her appeal fails, she is threatened with a mini-
mum sentence of 60 years in prison.

Each speaker recalled when feminists had orga-
nized to create the first safe places for women, women’s 
shelters and rape crisis centers. Governments took 
over control and replaced movement volunteers with 
bureaucratically delivered services, all of which can 
disappear whenever budgets are cut. 

Thuma, professor of Women and Gender Studies 
at the University of California, Irvine, is a long-time 
activist in feminist anti-violence. Kaba has fought vio-
lence through organizing and education. Both called for 
demolishing the present prison system, while encour-
aging the audience to reflect on the question and come 
up with alternatives.

It is a shame that this opposition to violence 
against women did not also at least reference the un-
successful but inspiring movement to stop the execu-
tion of Iranian Reyhaneh Jabbari, hanged for killing 
the man who tried to rape her. That would have helped 
the audience understand the international dimension 
of this kind of violence against women.

To help, or for more information, go to: FreeMaris-
saNow.org. —Elise Barclay

In Guatemala, the Mayan Women’s Movement 
(MWM), a part of the Council of K’itche People, works 
with trade unions and farmers to stop mining, hydro-
electric dams, monoculture crops, mega-tourism, and 
infrastructure-building by corporations that destroy 
natural resources and push them further into star-
vation. Their massive demonstrations stopped some 
projects, including a proposed “Monsanto Law” that 
would have criminalized farmers using non-GMO 
seeds. Corporations are using the government and 
the Guatemalan and U.S. militaries to kill, intimidate 
and relocate native peasants who resist them. MWM’s 
spokeswoman Lolita Chavez has been charged with 21 
offenses for speaking out, but is enthusiastic that the 
movement is finding ways to live that are not “racist, 
colonizing, exclusionary, capitalist, and patriarchal.”

*   *   *
GamerGate, a U.S. internet hate group, has been 

harassing women designers of online games and those 
who criticize games dehumanizing women. Three wom-
en have been driven from their homes by death and 
rape threats after their addresses were posted online. 
Two received bomb threats when one was to receive an 
award and the other was scheduled to speak. Gamer-
Gate members threatened actress Emma Watson for 
giving a speech at the UN encouraging men to support 
feminism. GamerGate’s claim that it only cares about 
ethics in gaming journalism has been widely debunked. 

*   *   *
No major English-speaking news source reported 

on the massive feminist strike on Oct. 22, when thou-
sands of mostly young women and their allies of all 
ages and genders shut down traffic and subways in 
Barcelona. Activists occupied government and business 
offices and put up graffiti and banners reading “Death 
to Patriarchy,” and “Caregivers Strike.” Their mani-
festo explains that Spain’s recent labor strikes ignored 
women’s concerns such as reproductive rights and un-
paid caregiving. Spanish women denounce “this circle 
of the powerful in perpetuating a devastating market 
system which undermines both social justice and gen-
der equality.” The over 600 feminist and community 
groups that planned the Vaga de Totes (Everything 
Strike) are planning an even bigger one for spring 2015.

by Artemis

Stopping violence 
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technology, Mr. Duncan was misdiagnosed and then 
sent home. It is ironic that Duncan was sent home in-
fected, while nurse Hickox was detained lacking evi-
dence of any illness. 

Assuming that Mr. Duncan did not have health in-
surance, Dallas Presbyterian hospital would have had 
every financial motive to dismiss a non-paying patient 
with an illness which could appear as the flu. 

Some blamed the doctor who misdiagnosed him, or 
the RN who failed to tell the doctor Duncan had just 
traveled from Liberia, or even Duncan for “falsifying” 
the form at a Liberian airport. But as CNA/CNN as-
serts in their press release: “There were no certain 
protocols to follow.” One can keep saying the system is 
fine, it’s individuals at fault. Or one can think: there’s 
something else.
HOSPITAL ‘PROTOCOL’ IS THE BOTTOM LINE

Dallas Presbyterian had a main “protocol” firmly 
in place.  It is institutionalized under the current cor-
porate HMO interpretation of the Affordable Care Act’s 
(ACA) cost-control mandate—“affordable” means to 
them cost-cutting in the interests of the bottom line. 

We frontline workers—from MDs and RNs to 
housekeepers, lab techs and receptionists—are keenly 
aware of this. We have to be to stay employed. Protocols 
were not breached.  Doctor and nurses were following 
the bottom-line protocol by which they were fully dis-
ciplined. 

How can we expect one nurse, one doctor, to go 
against this tide, when the most powerful official on 
earth could not resist the pull? The President, during 
the height of the health insurance debate, stressed two 
main ingredients of the ACA to get support from his 
opponents in Congress and the industry. The first one 
was the individual mandate, to make every individual 
purchase private health insurance.  The second was 
that no non-citizen, no foreigner, no immigrant, would 
benefit from the ACA. 

If any protocol was breached, it is this: Mr. Dun-
can, an African from Liberia, an uninsured foreigner, 
dared to seek healthcare at a U.S. healthcare facility, 
a subsidiary of an HMO chain that was looking to cut 
costs wherever possible. He dared to get ill by helping 
another West African who fell ill, and he died after re-
peated attempts to get care, killed by a virus which did 
not respect national borders, institutional jurisdiction 
and fiduciary boundaries. 

The Ebola crisis has brought front and center a 
question for our times: Should medicine have borders?

Hundreds of people in Hong Kong marched to Peo-
ple’s Republic of China government offices on Nov. 9 
to demand direct negotiations with the government of 
China and to oppose sham democratic elections planned 
for 2017. Marchers began from encampments of thou-
sands of protesters who had been maintaining block-
ades of major thoroughfares for more than six weeks.

China’s legislative branch chose on Aug. 31 to 
implement elections promised for 2017 by limiting 
candidates to those chosen by the Legislative Council. 
Earlier in August, Occupy Central with Love organized 
demonstrations, promising resistance to any attempts 
to limit democracy. Students in Hong Kong observed 
school boycotts between Sept. 22 and 27 that student 
youth in Scholarism and the Hong Kong Federation of 
Students promoted.

Since then demonstrators have blockaded thor-
oughfares and squares in Mong Kok, Causeway Bay 
and the Civic Center. They have maintained their oc-
cupation into a second month. They have weathered re-
peated attacks by police and frequent arrests. Demon-
strators’ use of umbrellas to deflect tear gas attacks led 
to the term “Umbrella Revolution.” As often as police 
cleared a road of people and barricades, the barricades 
were rebuilt after police moved on. 
RULE BY BIG CAPITAL AND CP

The class rule in Hong Kong that hundreds of thou-
sands have demonstrated against is an oligarchy of fi-
nancial capitalists oriented toward Beijing as key inves-
tors in the labor power of China’s workers. To confront 
occupiers, corporate interests organized shopkeepers 
and taxi drivers in counter-demonstrations. They suf-
fered embarrassment when it was exposed that other 
supposedly ordinary citizens who physically attacked 
young demonstrators were hired thugs from organized 
crime’s Triad Society. 

Xi Jinping’s government in Beijing has called the 
opposition in Hong Kong a Color Revolution, blaming 
U.S. and British imperialism for fomenting uprisings 
from outside. 
MORE STRIKES, MORE ARRESTS

Major strikes in China have doubled since last 
year’s waves of strikes that shut factories in auto and 
electronics. Workers have been stopping production 
over wage disputes, benefits, outsourcing and plant 

Hong Kong youth confront class rule 
shutdowns; as well as over demands for worker orga-
nizing independent of the state-controlled All-China 
Federation of Trade Unions. Ominously, police arrested 
seven strike leaders at a shoe factory in Guangzhou, 
auguring more of the attacks by police and hired thugs 
that have frequently been used against striking work-
ers in state-capitalist China. 

In 1984—long before China had become the world’s 
sweatshop with the second largest private capitalist 
economy and billionaires were recruited to the Commu-
nist Party Central Committee—Deng Xiaoping could 
reach agreement with Margaret Thatcher on return of 
Hong Kong to Chinese control in 1997. They agreed on 
a “one country, two systems” policy that included some 
rights guaranteed to people—but primarily to protect 
rights for Hong Kong’s capital as Deng embarked on 
creating more special economic zones with foreign in-
vestment. 
HONG KONG REPRESENTS ALL CHINA

The border separating Hong Kong and the rest of 
China since British imperialists stole Hong Kong in 
1842 has not halted the passage of ideas of freedom. 
In 1925-26, as part of anti-British agitation throughout 
eastern China, workers carried on a more than year-
long general strike still remembered in Hong Kong. 

In May 1967 Hong Kong authorities’ killing of a 
picketer during a strike precipitated a youth rebellion 
among the many jobless youth who had fled the retro-
gression and famine of Mao’s China. 

The rebellion against British rule was a youth re-
bellion comparable to that of Black youth in U.S. cities 
like Watts and Detroit at that time. The local Commu-
nist Party leaders who had guided the strike had no in-
fluence on the youth rebellion for two days before they 
raced to the front to divert that movement.

Under “one country, two systems,” that border 
has allowed the people of Hong Kong to represent all 
of China in commemoration of the June 4, 1989, mas-
sacres at Tiananmen Square and Chengdu, as 180,000 
renewed the annual march this June 4. The fear in 
Beijing, where bosses and Party are on the same side, 
is that uprisings against class rule in Hong Kong will 
spill across that border to the already rebellious work-
ers and peasants.  —Bob McGuire

Workers can fix L.A.
Los Angeles—On Oct. 28, several thousand Los An-

geles City workers (mostly Latina/o and Blacks) and 
community supporters marched through downtown 
to City Hall to protest the city’s proposed 30% cut in 
workers’ wages and benefits. The cuts included medical 
coverage, bonuses and retirement benefits, as more and 
more of the city’s infrastructure deteriorates.

Protesters in high spirits chanted, “Banks got 
bailed out, we got sold out,” referencing how taxes from 
workers bailed out the banks in 2008. 

Hundreds of signs had the logo “Fix L.A.” and 
named various occupations including trash pick-
up, waste water handling, street and sidewalk 
repairs, vehicle maintenance, building main-
tenance, janitors, animal shelters, zoo mainte-
nance, landscaping and tree maintenance. 

Other signs read: “Fix Our Streets, Not Wall 
Street,” “Restore L.A. Services Now,” and “SEIU Local 
721.” A few of the community-based organizations in 
support included the Alliance of California Community 
Empowerment, the Korean Immigrant Workers Advo-
cate, Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice, and 
Strategic Action For a Just Economy.

Speakers included union local presidents and of-
ficers, a McDonald’s worker making $10.75 per hour, 
a truck driver, and an activist for affordable housing. 
The SEIU speaker said we are out here because nothing 
has happened at the negotiating table since August. A 
Black woman unionist stated that a strike was a pos-
sibility. —Basho

Detroit—Instead of holding an election of rank-and-
file workers at the Mercedes-Benz auto plant in Tusca-
loosa, Ala., the United Auto Workers union (UAW) in 
October simply declared that Local Union 112 was in 
existence to represent workers at the plant. UAW offi-
cials said they hoped to convince a majority of the 3,400 
full-time workers there to join the union, and are seek-
ing to persuade Mercedes-Benz management to accept 
the union as the sole representative of the workers.

This is in keeping with the perspective of former 
UAW President Bob King, who tried to obtain manage-
ment’s agreement to not oppose union drives—a pro-
found departure from historic practice of convincing 
workers to join the union and battling management to 
gain their victories. These battles helped to establish 
solidarity and brotherhood, which were undermined by 
the union bureaucracy in recent decades with conces-
sionary contracts imposed on rank-and-file workers.

 A recent example of the backfiring of King’s strat-
egy occurred last February at the Volkswagen plant in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where workers rejected the UAW 
despite management’s actual support of the union 
drive. Following this defeat, the UAW nevertheless uni-
laterally established Local Union 42, and UAW officials 
now claim that a majority of the Volkswagen workers 
are union members. The fact remains, however, that 
the culture in the South is very strongly anti-union and 
unionization efforts there have consistently failed.

The UAW has to change both its tactics and strat-
egy if it hopes to succeed in the South. But new UAW 
President Williams has pledged to continue the policies 
and practices of King, who, more than any UAW presi-
dent before him, has tied the UAW more closely to auto 
management and always declared, “We are all in the 
same boat”—unlike the auto worker who said “I don’t 
see any auto executives on the unemployment line with 
me.” —Andy Phillips

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1

Detroit: houses lost, 
pensions looted

Detroit—As expected, Judge Stephen Rhodes ruled 
Nov. 7 that Detroit’s Plan of Adjustment was fair and 
feasible and allowed the City of Detroit to exit bank-
ruptcy. One retiree termed the jovial press conference 
with the Mayor, Council President, Emergency Man-
ager and Governor Rick Snyder as “sickening.”

Thanks to the media, people believe retirees vot-
ed “overwhelmingly” for a 4.5% cut to their pensions. 
Half the retirees did not vote, and many believed Judge 
Rhodes’ ruling that federal bankruptcy law overrides 
Michigan Constitutional protection of pensions would 
be overturned. But the “yes” vote included relinquish-
ing pensioners’ right to seek further legal redress. 
REDEVELOPING DETROIT MINUS DETROITERS

Now that the election has given Republican Snyder 
four more years, an additional 25% of Detroit home-
owners are in danger of losing their homes next year 
because the county’s new regulations require full pay-
ment of all back taxes to avert foreclosure. Meanwhile 
the Plan of Adjustment gave several prime real estate 
parcels to the bond insurers, who can now redevelop 
them for huge profits.

Now that bankruptcy has spun off part of the De-
troit Water and Sewerage Department, citizens fear 
that excessive water bills and continued mass water 
shutoffs are one more weapon to clear them out of the 
city. Nearly 600 people testified Oct. 19 before the UN 
Special Rapporteurs. “We were shocked, impressed by 
the proportions of the disconnections and by the way 
that it is affecting the weakest, the poorest and the 
most vulnerable,” said one. The Peoples’ Water Board 
Coalition is demanding implementation of the 2005 
affordability plan. Mayor Duggan said he was disap-
pointed with the UN’s visit. Shutoffs continue apace.
HUMAN COSTS FOR RETIREES

One activist spoke for many with her post on Face-
book: “A small group of Detroiters have been fighting 
this corrupt bankruptcy since it started. I explained to 
a reporter it was a political, not financial, bankrupt-
cy—a far Right-wing takeover….While one retiree 
was interviewed, another started to cry next to me. I 
think the human cost of this (aside from the personal 
impact—how will my mom pay for her groceries?) is 
enormous. It is my mom or this crying retiree times 
23,000 Detroit retirees. And if you think it’s just here? 
No. It is all the grandmas and grandpas of Greece. It 
is the public workers in Puerto Rico. It is the firefight-
ers of Central Falls, Rhode Island. And soon it will be 
the parents and grandparents of many in Chicago. The 
personal and community wealth to be siphoned off to 
the Cayman Islands and yachts is stomach turning…”

Detroit residents and their allies, now more than 
ever, will need to continue networking and organizing 
to make sure the philosophy of the people is loud and 
clear in determining what kind of new Detroit we want.

—Susan Van Gelder

On Nov. 11 and 12 thousands of California nurses struck Kaiser hospi-
tals over systemic cutbacks in patient care. Speaking at a noon rally in 
Oakland, a nurse described how she was prevented from giving care by 
Kaiser policies and quoted the saying, “In a time of universal deceit, tell-
ing the truth is a revolutionary act,” adding, “we are all revolutionaries.”

Nurses strike for care

UAW shirks campaign 
at Mercedes-Benz

Ron Kelch / News & Letters
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the approach to the Absolute Idea Lenin had mentioned 
that man’s cognition not only reflects the objective 
world but creates it but that within the chapter he never 
developed it. Objective world connections, materialism, 
dialectical materialism it is true, but not the object 
and subject as one fully developed—that’s what he 
saw. Then he reaches the last paragraph: “For the Idea 
posits itself as the absolute unity of the pure Notion and 
its Reality, and thus gathers itself into the immediacy 
of Being; and in doing so, as totality in this form, it is 
Nature” [SLII, p. 485; SLM, p. 843].

There Lenin stops—it 
is the beginning of the last 
paragraph—and he says: “This 
phrase on the last page of the 
Logic is exceedingly remarkable. 
The transition of the logical 
idea to Nature. Stretching a 
hand to materialism. This is 
not the last phrase of the Logic, 
but further till the end of the 
page is unimportant” [Lenin’s 
Collected Works, Vol. 38, p. 234].

But, my dear Vladimir 
Ilyitch, it is not true; the end 
of that page is important; we of 
1953, we who have lived three 
decades after you and tried to 
absorb all you have left us, we 
can tell you that.

Listen to the very 
next sentence: “But this 
determination is not a perfected 
becoming or a transition...” 
[SLII, p. 485; SLM, p. 843]. 
Remember how transition 
was everything to you in the 
days of Monopoly, the eve of 
socialism. Well, Hegel has 
passed beyond transition, he 
says this last determination, “the pure Idea, in which 
the determinateness or reality of the Notion is itself 
raised to the level of Notion, is an absolute liberation, 
having no further immediate determination which is 
not equally posited and equally Notion. Consequently 
there is no transition in this freedom....The transition 
here therefore must rather be taken to mean that the 
Idea freely releases itself in absolute self-security and 
self-repose” [SLII, pp. 485, 486; SLM, p. 843].

You see, Vladimir Ilyitch, you didn’t have Stalinism 
to overcome, when transitions, revolutions seemed 
sufficient to bring the new society. Now everyone looks 
at the totalitarian one-party state, that is the new 
that must be overcome by a totally new revolt in which 
everyone experiences “absolute liberation.” So we build 
with you from 1920-23 and include the experience of 

three decades.
But, H (Hauser, not Hegel), I have 

not finished yet, not that last paragraph 
in Hegel, nor my summation, for we must 
retrace our steps to the paragraph before 
and as we do, let’s keep in mind Marx’s last 
chapter of Capital (Vol. I). Hegel writes: 
“In so far the pure Idea of Cognition is 
enclosed in subjectivity, and therefore is an 
impulse to transcend the latter; and, as last 
result, pure truth becomes the beginning of 
another sphere and science. This transition 
need here only be intimated” [SLII, p. 485; 
SLM, p. 843]. And then he goes into how 
the Idea posits itself and is liberation. 
That, he says, he cannot fully develop here; 

he can only intimate it.
Now you will recall that that is precisely what 

Marx does in the [chapters on the] accumulation of 
capital when he reaches the laws of concentration and 
centralization of capital and socialization of labor. 
He says he cannot develop these, but he can give an 
intimation, and this intimation turns out to be that: 1) 
the ultimate would be centralization of capital “in the 
hands of one single capitalist corporation”5; 2) that it 
would not matter if that occurs peacefully or violently; 
3) but that with the centralization grows also the revolt, 
and it is not just any revolt but one that is “organized, 
united, disciplined by the very mechanism of capitalist 
production.”6

H, are you as excited as I? Just as Marx’s 
development of the form of the commodity and money 
came from Hegel’s syllogistic U P I [Universal-
Particular-Individual], so the Accumulation of Capital 
(the General Absolute Law) is based on The Absolute 

this paragraph.
5. This is quoted from Chapter 25, “The General Law of 
Capitalist Accumulation,” of Capital, Vol. I, the chapter in 
which Marx explains “the absolute general law of capitalist 
accumulation.”
6. Marx revisits the absolute general law of capitalist 
accumulation in Chapter 32, “The Historical Tendency of 
Capitalist Accumulation,” where he writes of “the revolt of 
the working class…disciplined, united, organized by the very 
mechanism of the process of capitalist production itself.”

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: Raya Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, 
letter—presented in two parts, beginning in the 
previous issue—is one of the historic writings included 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, 
which singled out her May 1953 letters on Hegel’s 
Absolutes as that philosophic moment. On the 25th 
anniversary of the book’s publication, we consider 
that a new exploration of its contents is timely for 
our world struggling for the survival, deepening and 
spread of today’s revolutions, plagued as they are by 
both counter-revolution and self-limiting ideologies. 
All footnotes were added by the editors.

1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes

I will return to freedom, and where our age proves 
it has abolished the distinction between theory and 
practice and that which is the preoccupation of the 
theorists—freedom out of one-party totalitarianism—
is the preoccupation of the great masses, but now I 
must still stick close to Hegel for when he reaches that 
point he goes not into paeans of freedom but an attack 
on all old radical parties from the Social-Democracy 
(Kant to Hegel) to the Socialist Labor Party (formalists 
to Hegel) and he does not let go until the method itself 
extends itself into a system.1

And on p. 482 he says, “The method effects this 
as a system of totality....This progress determines 
itself, first, in this manner, that it begins from simple 
determinatenesses and that each subsequent one is 
richer and more concrete.” It has not been in a straight 
line, but an approach both rearward and forward so 
that now we can see “In the absolute method the Notion 
preserves itself in its otherness, and the universal in 
its particularization, in the Judgment and in reality; 
it raises to each next stage of determination the whole 
mass of its antecedent content, and by its dialectical 
progress not only loses nothing and leaves nothing 
behind, but carries with it all that it has acquired, 
enriching and concentrating itself upon itself” [SLII, 
pp. 482-83; SLM, p. 840]. 

So that none of the other philosophies (parties to 
us) just degenerated or died, but their achievements 
have been incorporated in the new philosophy or party 
and this new has been enriched “concentrating itself 
upon itself” for we have that new source, the third layer.

Now watch this: “Each new stage of exteriorization 
(that is, of further determination) is also an 
interiorization, and greater extension is also higher 
intensity” [SLII, p. 483; SLM, pp. 840-41]. What a 
more perfect description of going outward with B,2 and 
becoming richer inward and more intense.

“The highest and acutest point is simple 
personality,” continues Hegel, “which, by virtue alone 
of the absolute dialectic which is its nature, 
equally holds and comprehends everything 
within itself because it perfectly liberates 
itself...” [SLII, p. 483; SLM, p. 841]. So 
we are back at liberation and until the 
end of The Absolute Idea that will be 
the theme, liberation, freedom and an 
absolutely uncompromising, Bolshevik 
attack on impatience. If you are right and 
the Unhappy Consciousness [a section of 
Hegel’s Phenomenology] should somehow 
go as part of Abernism—and I agree with 
you there—then nevertheless I will not let 
go of Leland.3 Just listen to the absolutely 
devastating analysis by Hegel, and 
remember Hegel does it as he has already 
approached freedom and we met that type 
when we approached independence:

P. 484: “That impatience whose only wish is to go 
beyond the determinate (whether in the form of begin-
ning, object, finite, or in any other form) and to be im-
mediately in the absolute, has nothing before it as ob-
ject of its cognition but the empty negative, the abstract 
infinite,—or else a would-be absolute, which is imagi-
nary because it is neither posited nor comprehended” 
[SLII, p. 484; SLM, pp. 841-42].

I am shaking all over for we have come to where we 
part from Lenin.4 I mentioned before that, although in 
1. G.W.F. Hegel, Science of Logic, Vol. II, translated by W.H. 
Johnston and L.G. Struthers (MacMillan, 1929), p. 480; 
quotations in this letter are from this edition, hereafter 
referred to as SLII. Page numbers are also given for the 
translation by A.V. Miller  (Humanities Press, 1969), hereafter 
referred to as SLM, in this instance p. 838.
2. “B” refers to Charles Denby’s Indignant Heart, first 
published in 1952. A greatly expanded book was published in 
1978 as Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal (Boston: 
South End Press); a new edition was published in 1989 by 
Wayne State University Press.
3. Martin Abern was one of the founders of U.S. Trotskyism. 
Leland was the organizational secretary in 1951-52 of 
Correspondence Committees, the independent organization 
formed by the Johnson-Forest Tendency when it left the 
Socialist Workers Party.
4. In the 1974 pamphlet Dialectics of Liberation, which 
excerpted the 1953 letters, the phrase, “where we part from 
Lenin,” is underlined, and double vertical lines are alongside 

Idea.
Remember also that we kept on repeating Lenin’s 

aphorism that Marx may not have left us “a” Logic, but 
he left us the logic of Capital [Lenin’s Collected Works, 
Vol. 38, p. 319]. This is it—the logic of Capital is the 
dialectic of bourgeois society: the state capitalism at one 
pole and the revolt at the other.

At one stage we tried to divide socialization of 
labor from revolt, the former being still capitalistic, 
and the latter the beginning of socialism.7 We didn’t 
get very far because that socialization was capitalistic 

but revolt liberates it from 
its capitalistic integument. 
Marx, however, dealing with 
the dialectic of capitalist 
society, did not make the 
negation of the negation any 
more concrete, but, on the 
contrary, in the last chapter 
returns to the origins of 
capitalism.

Now we are ready 
to return to the last few 
sentences of the Logic 
ending with, “But this 
next resolution of the pure 
Idea—to determine itself as 
external Idea—thereby only 
posits for itself the mediation 
out of which the Notion arises 
as free existence that out of 
externality has passed into 
itself; arises to perfect its self-
liberation in the Philosophy 
of Spirit, and to discover the 
highest Notion of itself in that 
logical science as the pure 
Notion which forms a Notion 
of itself” [SLII, p. 486; SLM, 
p. 843-44].

(Please, Hauser, can you get a hold of a copy of 
Philosophy of Spirit or is it Mind? I am brazen enough 
to want to swim there too. I have an instinct that we 
couldn’t get very far there when we tried it before 
because we equated Mind to party, but now that I 
believe the dialectic of the Absolute Idea is the dialectic 
of the party, I feel that Mind is the new society gestating 
in the old, and I feel sure we could get a lot of very 
valuable dialectical developments there, and what is so 
significant about that also is the building of the new 
within the old makes it possible to stop jumping from 
high point to high point but rather to follow concretely 
since this new is in the daily struggle.)

Somewhere in the letters about Lenin’s Philosophic 
Notebooks it is stated that Lenin was aware of the gap 
between his Universal (“to a man”8) and the concrete 
Russian proletariat, where we are more aware of the 
identity of the Universal and the concrete American 
proletariat.9 What, further, these two years of our 
organization showed was the high stage of social 
consciousness of the new layers attracted to us: they 
practice in the paper before they join and yet they 
appreciate leadership. Perhaps I’m stretching but I 
feel that in the Absolute General Law when Marx was 
developing the dialectic of bourgeois society to its limit 
and came up with the revolt “united, organized, and 
disciplined” he also set the limits to the dialectic of the 
party which is part of bourgeois society and will wither 
with its passing as will the bourgeois state. It appears to 
me when objective and subjective are so interpenetrated 
that the preoccupation of the theoreticians [and] of the 
man on the street is can we be free when what has 
arisen is the one-party state, the assertion of freedom, 
“personal and free” and full liberation takes precedence 
over economics, politics, philosophy, or rather refuses 
to be rent asunder into three and wants to be one, the 
knowledge that you can be free.

Do you remember the letter of May 20, 1949: “We 
are poles apart from Hegel but very close to him in 
another respect. As materialists we root man in his 
environment, but now that the real history of humanity 
is about to begin, the Hegelian concept of speculative 
reason comes to life with us, as never before, though on 
our basis.”10

W. [Raya Dunayevskaya]

7. In a letter to Dunayevskaya of June 24, 1949, C.L.R. 
James wrote, “There is a deep problem, philosophical and 
all-inclusive around ‘socialization of labor.’ Socialization of 
labor is a capitalist category. I have thought of this almost 
continuously. The socialism is the revolt.” See The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #1647.
8. In his “Report on Revising the Programme and Name of the 
Party” of March 8, 1918, Lenin wrote, “Every citizen to a man 
must act as a judge and participate in the government of the 
country. And what is important to us is to enlist all the toilers 
to a man in the government of the state.” Dunayevskaya later 
pointed out that it would have been correct to translate the 
Russian phrase into “to a man, woman, and child.”
9. This refers to James’s letter to Dunayevskaya of May 20, 
1949. See The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #1614.
10. Quoted from the same letter just cited, in The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #1613.

Continued from previous issue
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blowers, vigorously prosecuted by this administration 
and demonized as “leakers,” exposed the illegal NSA 
police-state apparatus that intrudes into all our lives. 
BIGGEST LIE IS CAPITALIST REALITY ITSELF

A more formidable danger is an open big lie, a bro-
ken-record talking point in this election, that govern-
ment needs to cut back so that capital accumulation 
can proceed and prosperity can return. For these politi-
cians, and their economists, empirical facts don’t mat-
ter. The reason the U.S. outperformed countries that 

adopted austerity 
policies is that after 
the collapse of 2008, 
which for a moment 
even scared the be-
jeebers out of the rul-
ers, a stimulus pack-
age, though woefully 
inadequate, passed. 
By 2010 the obstruc-
tionists came back to 
power in the House, 
forcing cutbacks.

The idea that 
austerity is needed 
so that government 
spending doesn’t 
crowd out private 
investment is a lie 
because private capi-

talists aren’t investing. They are hoarding cash in a 
way not seen since the Great Depression. Capital accu-
mulation has reached an internal barrier, manifesting 
what Marx called its absolute general law. Rather than 
reproducing its source of value in living labor, namely 
jobs, it is producing unemployment and pauperization. 
The economy’s growth trajectory remains far below pre-
2008 levels. 

The International Monetary Fund now warns that 
what former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers called 
“secular stagnation” will, without fiscal stimulus from 
governments, push the world economy into a deflation-
ary contraction.

Today, Keynesian economists cite 1937, when 
President Roosevelt turned off government spending 
in favor of austerity and the Great Depression came 
back with a vengeance. The 2008 collapse revealed that 
the new finance capital stage of capital accumulation 
has put the reins of the whole system in the hands of 
a minuscule minority. Wresting that control away from 
those parasitic takers would involve a full break with 
the idea that our relation to nature and to each other 
has to be subject to capital and its needs. 

As in 1937, today only war seems able to open the 
spigot of government money. President Obama just 
boosted the military “advisors” on the ground in Iraq 
to 3,100 troops and will get another $3.2 billion for war 
in Syria and Iraq. Sen. McCain has already promised 
to end sequestration’s limits on military funding to buy 
new weapons and pay for new military operations.

A cry heard at the People’s Climate March was 
that “time is running out.” Indeed it is as long as capi-
talism perpetuates itself through, to paraphrase Hegel, 
its total inversion of thought and reality, their absolute 
estrangement from one another. One aspect of how 
in the 2014 election U.S. politics reached new depths 
of depravity was the way Republicans associated the 
Ebola crisis with Obama, and some governors started 
victimizing health workers who returned from Africa 
after fighting the Ebola outbreak. (See “Ebola fearmon-
gering,” p. 1.)

In this regard Maine Gov. Paul LePage should get 
a “profile in cowardice” award. He was behind in the 
polls but got reelected after garnering national atten-
tion by using state troopers to quarantine Kaci Hickox, 
a volunteer returning from treating Ebola patients in 
Sierra Leone. LePage took action against this young 
nurse without regard to the science showing that Ebola 
patients without symptoms are not contagious. Hickox 
personifies a true, selfless risk-taker in contrast to the 
constant malarkey heard about billionaire capitalist 
“risk-takers” deserving to wallow in riches.

Karl Marx once suggested that finance capitalism 
made it easy to take the reins of the whole of produc-
tion to facilitate its reorganization by freely associated 
workers. Such an effort should be centered not in the 
state but in society, with workers like those thousands 
of healthcare volunteers treating patients and fighting 
Ebola in Africa, who personify what Marx called a new 
passion emerging in society that can reconstruct it on a 
totally new foundation.
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Raya Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, letter on 
Hegel’s Absolutes (printed in the Sept.-Oct. N&L and 
the current issue, see p. 4) is difficult to interpret 
unless read in the context of how what is embryonic is 
developed, and of the continuity and discontinuity in 
relationship to her earlier thinking and to the Johnson-
Forest Tendency (JFT, of which Dunayevskaya and 
C.L.R. James were co-leaders, and whose philosophical 
approach she calls “Johnsonism”) as a whole. 

This and the following letter of May 20, 1953 (to be 
printed in the next issue), show the process of passing 
beyond both the JFT’s “three layer” theory and its 
focus on “the dialectic of the party.” The May 12 letter 
differentiates its point of departure from James’s Notes 
on Dialectics, much of which focused on Stalinism and 
spontaneity vs. organization. Dunayevskaya was not yet 
aware of the ramifications of what would become a new 
basis of organization, as seen in her return to the “three 
layer” theory—albeit with a different meaning than 
what James had in mind—in her July 1953 document 
“Our Organization.” By the 1980s she would note:

“[H]ard as I tried to continue in the context that 
preoccupied James and Grace [Boggs]—the ‘dialectics 
of the party’—I was bound in a very different direction 
once I concentrated on Hegel’s ‘dialectic mediation’ 
rather than any sort of ‘mediator,’ whether the Party 
or otherwise….[I]n place of a ‘dialectic of the party’ we 
were, with Hegel’s Self-Thinking Idea, with the masses’ 
Self-Bringing Forth of Liberty, face to face with a new 
society” (The Power of Negativity, pp. 248, 292).
FROM PARTY TO SECOND NEGATION

I would argue that the references to party and to 
layers are residues of Johnsonism soon to be left behind, 
except (1) the statement that the Universal of socialism, 
the new society, is in the lives of the workers and the 
theory of the party, although she would formulate 
this idea differently after working out—in the May 20 
letter—the movement from practice that is itself a form 
of theory; and (2) the references to the limits of the 
dialectic of the party—later to be reformulated.

Another differentiation from Notes on Dialectics 
is that it had translated negation of the negation as 
“only the general development of socialism through 
overcoming Stalinism, whereas now we can be more 
concrete, at least in relation to our own organization 
where the mediating determination is a negative ‘but 
the negative of the positive and includes the latter.’”

This gives a view deeper than the May 
12 letter’s earlier statement translating the 
second negation into the party’s Other as not 
the proletariat outside but the party itself. This 
passage on the “turning point” of the movement 
of the Notion—that is, the second negation—
turns out to be the turning point for this letter as 
well. The negation of the negation becomes the 
basis of “our organization” and the dialectic of 
the party is no longer the framework. From here 
on the letter’s focus shifts to liberation, freedom, 
and the attack on impatience.

One of the central points therein is the relationship 
of Hegel’s Absolute and Marx’s Capital. What was new 
and what was not new in the May 12 letter—in other 
words, what is its continuity and discontinuity?

(1) Lenin’s notes on Hegel’s Science of Logic 
compared the discussion of the development of the 
commodity-form and money in Chapter 1 of Capital to 
Hegel’s Universal-Particular-Individual. (2) As part of 
the JFT, Dunayevskaya had noted that Chapter 1 also 
includes the section on the fetishism of commodities. 
(3) The letter made the new observation that the final 
parts of Vol. 1 of Capital are based on the Absolute Idea.

What is new in this letter is the comparison of the 
end of Capital, Vol. 1, to the end of Science of Logic. 
For Dunayevskaya, “the negation of the negation” 
in Capital meant that capitalist society created its 
negation through its own inherent dialectic, which 
engenders revolt by the workers. And thereby Marx 
“also set the limits to the dialectic of the party, which 
is part of bourgeois society and will wither with its 
passing as will the bourgeois state.”

This comes after Dunayevskaya has gone 
beyond Lenin and James to highlight the conclusion 
of Absolute Idea, with the question of going beyond 
transitions to the need for “a new revolt in which 
everyone experiences absolute liberation.”

Both Capital and Hegel’s Absolute Idea chapter 
point to the future without making it “any more 
concrete.” This line of thought compels Dunayevskaya 
to dive into Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind. She feels that 
the JFT “couldn’t get very far [with the Philosophy 
of Mind] when we tried it before because we equated 
Mind to party, but now…I feel that Mind is the new 
society gestating in the old….” And for the third time 
she returns to the question of what happens after and 
the need for “full liberation.”

The movement of the whole letter is driving toward 
the May 20 letter—which takes up Philosophy of 
Mind—and, implicitly, to the replacement of “dialectic 
of the party” with what she would much later formulate 
as “dialectics of philosophy and organization.”

—Franklin Dmitryev

Election deepens U.S. reactionary direction
Republican Secretary of State, 50,000 new registra-
tions simply disappeared. 

African Americans, whose vote was solidly 
against the Republicans, have repeatedly put 
American democracy on trial and found it guilty 
of fraud. The truth is expressed in persistent deep 
currents of revolt in society, like the continuous 
mass actions and demonstrations by Blacks and 
others—sparked by the murder of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Mo.—
against militarized 
police who repeat-
edly gun down un-
armed Black men 
and women with 
impunity. 

Women also voted 
against Republicans 
who tried to obfuscate 
their war on women by 
fecklessly coming out 
for over-the-counter 
contraception—while, 
at one and the same 
time, supporting cor-
porations and quasi-
religious institutions 
that refuse to let 
their insurance pay 
for birth control—and who support draconian anti-
abortion measures that would criminalise miscar-
riages and ban abortions even at the risk of a woman’s 
life. Republicans also attacked women economically by 
slashing food stamps and opposing minimum wage in-
creases, issues that affect women—especially poor and 
minority women—the most. The gender gap was again 
wide: 47% of women voted for Republicans, as against 
57% of men.

September saw one of the largest demonstrations 
in recent history as hundreds of thousands in New York 
and around the world came out for the People’s Climate 
March (see p. 11). In spite of the overwhelming scien-
tific consensus that continued use of fossil fuels threat-
ens a catastrophe for the environment and humanity, 
the big-lie Republicans marketed doubt and outright 
denial. The most obnoxious, fanatical denier of climate 
science, Sen. James Inhofe, will now head the commit-
tee on environment. 

In spite of the need to limit greenhouse gas emis-
sions—and without regard to studies revealing prob-
lems of water contamination, earthquakes and respira-
tory illnesses—big energy companies have been allowed 
to go full bore into the hydraulic fracturing (fracking) 
method of extracting fossil fuels over the last decade. 
Oil companies poured millions of dollars into defeating 
local initiatives against fracking; yet Denton, Texas, 
where the new oil and gas boom started, passed a frack-
ing ban, as did Athens, Ohio, as well as San Benito and 
Mendocino Counties in California.
WAR CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON

The explosive growth in U.S. oil and gas extraction 
has lowered the price of oil, producing a small, tempo-
rary lift to the U.S. economy. Lower oil prices comple-
ment sanctions against heavily oil-reliant Iran’s efforts 
to develop nuclear capacity, and against Russia, which, 
though economically weak and equally dependent on 
oil, is nevertheless a military nuclear behemoth, and 
is constantly testing NATO and the U.S. militarily. In 
both cases economic war is on the verge of becoming 
actual war. Unreconstructed neo-cons—thoroughly 
discredited for bringing the U.S. into the Middle East 
quagmire with their fiction of weapons of mass destruc-
tion in Iraq—are now back in vogue in the Senate, de-
manding military steps against Russia’s continuing in-
cursion into Ukraine and no negotiated deal with Iran.

Obama desperately wants a deal with Iran over 
keeping their nuclear capabilities short of being able 
to make a bomb. The U.S. is now effectively allied with 
Iran in the war against IS in Iraq. The Wall Street Jour-
nal just publicized a leak out of the government secu-
rity apparatus that the President has secretly written 
to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei that a 
deal could open an era of cooperation on mutual inter-
ests. The Republican House has already threatened to 
obstruct any attempt to end Iran sanctions and, with 
neo-con Senators like Tom Cotton, who made unquali-
fied support for Israel an election issue, peace with 
Iran will be even more improbable. Now both houses of 
Congress are more closely allied with Israel’s extreme, 
indeed fascist, ruling party (see “Israel decimates Gaza 
as world faces global counter-revolutions,” Sept.-Oct. 
N&L) that wants the U.S. to fight a war for it in Iran. 

As Commander-in-Chief, Obama never kept his 
promise to uphold the rule of law, which demanded clos-
ing the extra-legal prison at Guantanamo and making 
the previous administration accountable for war crimes 
like torture. Instead, he pragmatically accommodated 
the security establishment and the generals’ war surge 
strategies before finally attempting to end two unend-
ing wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Only brave whistle-

continued from p. 1

Philosophic dialogue

Oakland vigil in solidarity with Michael Brown. Ferguson unrest continues at press time.
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When I voted, many posters re-
minded folks that within 100 feet of the 
polling place you may not “interrupt” 
a person, nor “harass” nor even speak 
about your political views. All I could 
think of was the Supreme Court’s 
ruling on buffer zones at abortion 
clinics. Why can women be “inter-
rupted” and “harassed,” forced 
to endure the gauntlet of assault 
on their personal, political, and 
healthcare decisions? It made me 
angry, this alleged, hallowed right 
to privacy, to make your own decisions 
free from “interruption” except if you’re 
a woman making decisions about your 
own body. Feminist

Midwest
***

The importance of Terry Moon’s 
column “Fighting rape is in our 
hands” (Sept.-Oct. N&L) should not be 
underestimated. References to rape are 
everywhere; from the Tea Party to all 
forms of printed media. It is joked about 
in bars. And it is getting worse. As the 
war against women takes on steam, so 
do the implications that rape is just a 
part of our culture. Moon’s account of the 
college basketball player is one example. 
The terrible rapes that have taken place 
in Left groups are particularly troubling. 
It’s urgent to continue fighting back and 
writing about it.     Suzanne Rose

Chicago
***

What kind of justice is it that a man 
convicted of abusing his wife and chil-
dren gets two years in prison, but his 
abused wife gets 30 years for “failing to 
protect” her children? Yet this is what 
happens, as illustrated recently in the 
case of Tondalo Hall.

 Urszula Wislanka
Oakland, Calif.

***
My stress level from street 

harassment has been so high it was 
like every time I walk out the door I put 
my armor on. It causes Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, which is related to all 

sorts of health problems. Most enraging 
is the command to “smile.” This issue 
pushes my buttons. Just the intrusion, 
the demand for our attention, the 
demand for our response by those 

who believe they are entitled to our 
time—by virtue of having a penis. 

Sonia Bergonzi
Chicago

***
Women have recently been 

shot for not giving random men 
their phone number after being 

followed and harassed. So many people 
say, “What’s the big deal?” This is 
living in constant fear and dying young 
from non-stop fight or flight response 
hormones or actually dying from being 
shot or punched by a stranger who feels 
entitled to claim any woman simply 
because she is in view. I swear, like the 
racism that is so prominently displayed 
these days, this is getting worse and 
worse.       K.K.

Illinois

•
ELECTIONS IN U.S….

I live in a subsidized apartment in 
New York City where HUD pays 70% of 
my rent. If the GOP eliminates subsi-
dies for low-income housing, I will lose 
my apartment and have to leave New 
York or go back into a homeless shelter. 
If they eliminate food stamps, how will 
I eat? Soup kitchens run by charities? 
They are some of the most innutritious 
places in the world. Some Republicans 
are talking about restricting SSI to only 
people with physical disabilities. If I 
lose SSI, I also lose Medicaid. So am I 
worried? You better believe it! The solu-
tion is to band together and fight, mili-
tantly, like people did in the Great De-
pression, for shelter, food, medical care 
and a guaranteed income. Militantly 
doesn’t mean appealing to the hearts of 
the politicians. It means taking to the 
streets. Reader

New York City

Talk about contradictions! Voters 
endorsed minimum wage raises, legal-
ized marijuana, and gun control mea-
sures. Voters also assured Republican 
control of both the Senate and House, 
voting in the very party that opposes 
these measures. In fact, poll after poll 
has shown that many issues Americans 
are for, including reproductive choice 
and environmental regulation, are the 
same issues Republicans oppose. Why 
did so many vote for people who work 
against what they are for? Kathleen

Chicago
***

The fascists rush in when there 
is a vacuum. It’s nonsense that the 
Democrats can’t regain the House 
because of demographics. Kerry and 
Gore ignored whole sectors. There are 
two worlds in every rural county.

D. Cheneville
Northern California

***
This election was important, 

especially for minorities. We will have to 
fight back even harder than before. With 
Rand Paul making racist speeches about 
“bringing back our heritage,” and new 
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner going 
on about the need to be “competitive,” 
and all the other crap spewing from 
Republicans, we need to think from the 
standpoint of revolution and what we 
are for.     Disability rights activist

Chicago

•
…AND IN CANADA

Since the election of Philippe 
Couillard as Premier in April, 
corruption in Québec has reached new 
heights. Couillard ran as a supporter 
of the disastrous “Plan Nord” that 
will turn more than half of Québec 
into a reserve for mineral and energy 
extraction. Now, the companies that 
will benefit are refusing to cooperate 
even with the minimal regulations that 
Couillard’s government has sought to 
implement. To begin new operations, 
mining companies are required to 
provide information to the government 
on previous release of toxic materials. 
To avoid doing so, they abuse Québec’s 
bankruptcy laws to claim that there 
are no funds to research or provide that 
information. Couillard has made a “pact 
with the devil” and the entire province, 
including his government, is suffering 
from it.            Ti-Ouistiti

Montréal, Canada

•
CELEBRATE BISEXUALITY

Celebrate Bisexuality Day 
observances on Sept. 23 included in 
D.C. a discussion of Bi youth and an 
open mike and burlesque event in Ohio. 
Internationally, there were Bi picnics 
in Canada and the Netherlands, and a 
courageous Bi meet in Russia. There are 
many misconceptions about Bisexuals. 
We are told that we do not exist, that 
Bisexuality is just a stage, that we don’t 
need a civil rights movement because 
many of us can “pass” as straight. But 
we do need a civil rights movement; we 
do need visibility. Bisexuals, whether 
adult or youth, experience higher rates 
of depression, anxiety, poverty, poor 
health and suicide, than our cis-gender 
(non-Transgender) Gay, Lesbian and 
straight peers.       Elise Barclay

Chicago

•
DETROIT WATER SHUTOFFS
Detroit shut off water to two homes 

on my block in one day, including one 
with an 11-year-old girl, who then could 
be removed from her home by Child Pro-
tective Services. Another neighbor had 

paid on his bill, getting it down to $202 
from $600, but the shutoff raised it to 
$300. And a friend stopped by who said 
her online payment was not recorded; 
she had to go to the customer “service” 
office and wait hours to resolve her bill. 
We need to develop a “water advocacy 
corps” of activists who can help citizens 
fight the water powers and get justice.

Senior citizen
Detroit

•
EDUCATION

Last year the principal took all 
the toy blocks the children play with 
and replaced them with worksheets! 
When kindergartners play with blocks, 

they make a 
racetrack or 
a farm and 
they work 
things out 
with other 
children.  In 

the beginning of the school year, I take a 
lot of pictures and by November children 
are asking me to take pictures of what 
they have created.  I read them a book 
about Chicago and asked how many had 
gone to Chicago. One child  asked me 
for the book.  I snuck in ten minutes of 
unstructured time. That child tried to 
write Chicago on a piece of paper and 
tried to draw the skyline. Now that is 
literacy development. 

Kindergarten teacher
Suburban Chicago

***
In the Free Speech Movement, 

the students were rebelling against 
career-focused  education. They said 
they were being molded into a cog in 
the system and they wanted education 
as self-development. Today there is 
more pressure to shape education 
around what the capitalist wants in 
terms of workers.  Some capitalists 
are yelling, Stop telling us about 
unemployment, as I have skilled jobs 
looking for applicants but the schools 
aren’t filling my employment needs. The 
idea that education would be about self-
development is hard to find.         Activist

Chicago

•
WHY READ N&L?

I appreciate your honest points of 
views on issues facing the USA/world. 
It is refreshing how you advocate for 
real people and not big companies or the 
government. It’s great how your paper 
seeks advice from every person, even in-
mates like me. Nothing is sugar-coated 
or watered down. I’m glad you stand 
up for the underdogs and the unheard. 
Thank you. Prisoner

Marienville, Pa.

•
NY STUDY GROUP

Here in New York we’re going to 
have a study group on “1965-2015: Fifty 
Years of Struggle and Revolution.” We’ll 
be discussing a lot from the mid-1960s 
including Malcolm X’s assassination, 
the protests against the Vietnam war, 
the death of Don Pedro Albizu Campos 
and the U.S. invasion of the Dominican 
Republic. We’ll talk of what these events 
have in common and how they relate 
to our struggles today. One text will 
be The Free Speech Movement and the 
Negro Revolution. We will meet the first 
Saturday of the month starting Feb. 21 
at the Commons, 388 Atlantic Ave. in 
Brooklyn, at noon. For more information 
contact nynewsandletters@gmail.com. 
I’m looking forward to a lively and 
important series of discussions.

Michael Gilbert
New York City

READERS’VIEWS
WOMEN FIGHT RAPE, HARASSMENT AND ABUSE

I loved the way “Israel decimates 
Gaza as world faces global counter-
revolutions” (Sept.-Oct. N&L) begins 
by highlighting how Gazans’ suffering 
represents global counter-revolution. 
The Left often takes the side of the 
underdog, the “lesser of the evils” 
fighting “U.S. or Zionist imperialism.” 
The heart of the matter is the two 
worlds of those who deliver wars and 
those at the receiving end.         Htun Lin

Bay Area, Calif.
***

Many of the miners murdered at 
Soma, Turkey, were Alevis. Two trade 
union confederations in Turkey take 
special efforts to defend Alevis and 
women and have Alevi leadership. 
The Gezi Resistance also included and 
fought for Alevis. We can point to spe-
cific movements and parties—the Gezi 
Resistance, the People’s Democracy 
Party and the Party of Democratic Re-
gions—as places where these struggles 
intersect. They would not be as militant 
and popular were it not for movements 
“from below.” Turkey’s ruling reaction-
ary party would not be joining the in-
ternational anti-IS coalition if they did 
not feel these movements breathing 
down their necks. People can see their 
best hopes incarnate in Rojava. Please 
support us. Urun/Harvest

***
I would not mix up the Free Syrian 

Army (FSA) with the Kurdish defense 
forces, and treat both as revolutionary. 
I also welcome the belated air strikes 
on IS in and around Kobane. When 
your website statement, “Support the 
people of Kobane’s struggle for self-
determination!” appeals for arming 
the Kurds, who is supposed to sup-
ply these arms? Kurds, who were op-
portunistically granted legal “citizen-
ship” by Syria’s Assad only a couple of 
years ago, refuse to be the boots on the 
ground for the FSA. The best they can 

do is defend their own autonomous ar-
eas, especially since the FSA refuses to 
accept the right of self-determination 
and is willing to discuss it “only after” 
the overthrow. Raha

Bay Area
***

The national liberation move-
ments of the Palestinian and Kurdish 
peoples are tied to the Syrian Revolu-
tion. They have their own relation to 
colonialism and opposition to it, and 
their own ideas. Both movements have 
raised profound questions about the 
role of the state. The 1979 Iranian Rev-
olution also once shook the world. To-
day, Iran’s imperialist role in support-
ing Assad’s genocide couldn’t be more 
degenerate. But the Iranian people’s 
long revolutionary history enters into 
a potential dialogue with Syrian revo-
lutionaries.                         Gerry Emmett

Chicago
***

The mutually reinforcing tenden-
cies of war and terror are the default 
when revolution stops short of working 
out the positive as the power of the idea 
that shapes human relations so that 
everyone can experience that most hu-
man dimension, the absolute liberation 
of the self-determination of the idea.

Ron Kelch
Oakland, Calif.

***
Turkey, at least for the moment, 

regards Kurdish self-determination as 
a greater threat than they do IS. Such 
power politics are necessarily being re-
flected in the attitude of other NATO 
members in their insistence on doing 
nothing more than carrying out spo-
radic airstrikes, which are not intend-
ed to alter the balance of power and 
risk a potential resurgence in Kurdish 
ambitions and capacities for self-deter-
mination. Dan Read

UK

DEBATE ON MIDDLE EAST, REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION
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I appreciate how Dunayevskaya 
relates Hegel’s Absolutes with 
the concrete tasks of building a 
revolutionary organization. History is 
the process of becoming. Hegel said that 
Being and Nothing are abstractions, 
whereas Becoming is everything. To say 
that something is says nothing. To say 
that something is becoming is to open 
the door to the dynamic notion of history 
and social life. Revolutionaries do not 
accept the way things are. We push 
on to the way things should be. I don’t 
believe philosophy should be reduced 
to an auxiliary to revolutionary action, 
but rather is its comrade in struggle. 
Reading Hegel deepens our awareness 
of what he called the need to unite the 
theoretical and the practical. One thing I 
like about News and Letters Committees 
is that it does unite both, 
whereas other groups are 
“practical” but their theory 
is just a watered down 
version of 1902 Leninism or 
1967 Maoism.

          Michael Gilbert
New York

***
As we can see in the 

first part of Dunayevskaya’s 
1953 letter about Hegel’s 
absolutes (Sept.-Oct. 
N&L), she is not opposed to the idea 
of leadership within the organization, 
nor to the idea of different levels or its 
structure. However, she always relates 
the party with the general idea of human 
liberation—and with the actions of the 
masses outside the party. Furthermore, 
she states that the party has its own 
dialectic, and that its different levels are 
the result of it, in which subjectivity and 
objectivity are related to one another as 
one and the same thing. In that sense, 
an organization becomes the particular 
mediation between the  universal idea 
of a new society and the  individual 
realization of it (carried out by the 
masses). This discussion is important 
because, at the same time that it points 
out the real meaning of an organization, 
it determines the limits of it, avoiding 
the  fetishism of organization—coming 

from below or from the vanguard parties. 
The party, in its dialectic sense, is the 
mediation in which theory (elaborated 
by the leaders, but being itself a form 
of practice) and practice (coming from 
below, but being itself a form of theory) 
merge.             Héctor M.

Mexico City
***

Who is going to define Socialism? 
Marxist-Humanism, which is what we 
call ourselves in News and Letters Com-
mittees, is not only obscure, but also 
somewhat vilified. We need to confront 
this head-on. The essential problem is 
to bring the Marxist-Humanist version 
of Socialism to everyone who can pos-
sibly understand leadership from below 
and not from above. Our concept of the 
humanness of everyone and protection 

of our earthly compatriots 
must be brought before 
everyone we can influ-
ence. It’s important to nip 
vanguardism in the bud 
because it is counter-rev-
olutionary and will lead 
straight back to a society 
of power, money and cor-
ruption. January

Chicago

•
AFRICA AND THE PLANET

I take this opportunity to thank 
the forest people’s program and friends 
of the Sengwer people for what you are 
doing to assist my community to defend 
itself from the powerful forces in Kenya. 
(See “People’s climate march,” Sept.-
Oct. N&L.)          Kenneth Kipkeiyo Kipketer

Kenya
***

Scientists created an Ebola vaccine 
a decade ago. It proved 100% effective 
in monkeys, but no one would cough up 
the billion dollars needed to bring it to 
market. Compare it to the billion dollars 
spent every 13 HOURS on the U.S. war 
machine. Or the same amount raked 
in from the first three days of sales of 
Grand Theft Auto V. Or two days of 
spending on advertising. Capitalism has 

its priorities, and the health of Africans 
is not one of them. Environmentalist 

Southern California

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

“Why Scandinavian Prisons 
Are Superior,” in The Atlantic, Sept. 
24, highlighted the stark contrast 
between Scandinavian and 
Amerikan prisons. The root 
difference is restorative vs. 
punitive justice. Restorative 
justice’s principle is that 
human beings can be 
redeemed despite criminal 
offense. Decades of research 
show that prison size is not 
determined by crime rates but what 
states decide to treat as crime. In the 
U.S. the prison industry is fomenting 
a demand for punishment. Its success 
is determined, in part, by whom the 
voters imagine this punishment will 
affect. This is taking place today as 
New Afrikan and Latino young men are 
criminalized and locked up. It is also the 
underlying reason for California’s high 
recidivism rate.   Faruq

California
***

Corizon is a private company that 
works for the Department of Corrections 
(DOC) and gives offenders in Indiana 
medical treatment. Nine years ago when 
I was at Pendleton Correctional Facility 
in Indiana, someone put a loaded 
syringe in my mattress. It poked me in 
the chest and I ended up with Hepatitis 
C. I have an inflamed liver because of 
it, but Corizon is telling me that I’m not 
sick enough for the treatment. I have 
filed a grievance with the DOC; but you 
know where it got me? Nowhere. At first 
I was ashamed about this disease. But 
now I’m just pissed off. I want the world 
to know about it because I don’t know 
what else to do about this but scream, 
from my cell, for help! Anyone!

      Doug Sanders, 123978-N-215-U
WUCF, P.O. Box 1111

Carlisle, IN 47838
***

The mail situation here is becoming 
intolerable: 1) delays and obstructions of 
U.S. mail going out; 2) the Lapeer Post 
Office’s spurious requests for additional 

postage causing mail to be returned to 
the prison where it is opened and in-
spected (read); 3) mail returned to send-
er without notice; and 4) mail disappear-
ing. This problem is being experienced 
by the majority of prisoners here, so a 
complaint to the postal inspectors will 
be much appreciated. Rand Gould

Lapeer, Mich.
***

Why are so many pris-
oners in the SHU Chicano? 
Progressive groups should 
conduct studies on why Chi-
canos in California prisons 
are tortured more than oth-
ers. Is this trend spilling into 
the Federal prisons? Does 

this affect issues concerning the social 
forces in U.S. borders? How should the 
Chicano nation proceed in our efforts for 
social justice? Many of us see the New 
Chicano Movement being injected with a 
new wave of revolutionaries from within 
today’s prisons. The struggle to Free 
Aztlán continues, except the path to lib-
eration today is a Socialist one that will 
break free of the bourgeois nationalism 
of the past. Jose

Crescent City, Calif.
***

I have been receiving your newspa-
per as a gift for some time. I read it cov-
er to cover. I always pass it on so it gets 
read multiple times. This will be the last 
time that I write you with a request to 
extend my gift subscription. The reason 
is that I don’t have the 58 cent postpaid 
envelopes to continue doing so. Since I’m 
not due to be released until 2053, and 
am in no danger of having a change of 
address, I’m requesting that you extend 
my subscription for as long as possible 
without requiring any further communi-
cations from me. In exchange, I will con-
tinue to make sure your paper is read by 
as many eyes as possible.

 Phil
Ontario, Ore.

***
Editor’s note: Phil’s subscription 

costs through 2053 would come to $195. 
Can you donate whatever you can afford 
so that he, and other prisoners like him, 
can continue to read News & Letters? 
As his letter attests, one issue is read by 
many.

PHILOSOPHY, ACTIVITY, ORGANIZATION AND SOCIALISM

11-12/14

NEW!
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Oakland, Calif.—On Sept. 6 about 100 people in 
Mosswood Park commemorated one year since the sus-
pension of the historic 60-day hunger strike, the third 
of its kind, by California prisoners opposing the torture 
of solitary confinement. The Security Housing Units 

(SHU) prisoners’ unprecedented cross-race human 
rights action inspired solidarity among prisoners, for-
mer prisoners, prison activists, and, most prominently, 
families of prisoners. The painful hunger strike pro-
tests brought the issue of long-term indefinite solitary 
confinement to the attention of the public, with many 
writers—even in the mainstream media—questioning 
the heavily used practice in the U.S. Condemnation 
of solitary confinement even reached California leg-

islators. The prisoners suspended their strike in part 
because two legislators, Tom Ammiano and Loni Han-
cock, each proposed new bills that would restrict the 
arbitrary use of solitary by the California Department 
of Corrections (CDC).

What the past year has 
proven, unfortunately, is that 
legislation is merely a response 
to the struggle, not an engine of 
change. Over the last year, Tom 
Ammiano’s bill was defeated in 
part because Democrats were 
afraid to go against a power-
ful prison gang—the guards’ 
union: California Correctional 
Peace Officers Association. 
Loni Hancock’s bill became so 
watered down that it appeared 
written by the CDC, turning 
their policies into law and fail-
ing to provide any meaningful 
oversight. It was withdrawn.

What the last few years 
have shown, however, is the power and courage of pris-
oners’ loved ones to be leaders in this human rights 
movement. Often made to feel isolated, as though they 
are facing the enormous prison system alone, families 
of prisoners are working together now in their fight to 
support their loved ones inside. As the smiling faces at 
the barbeque on Sept. 6 show, the families are full of 
spirit and solidarity, determined to keep on fighting.

—Urszula Wislanka

continued from p. 1

Aramark excels in 
dishing up maggots
Lapeer, Mich.—Since the publication of my article, 

“Prison privatization is a crime” in the Jan.-Feb. 2014 
News & Letters, over 100 Aramark Correctional Servic-
es (ACS) employees have been fired and banned from 
Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC) prisons 
for smuggling in drugs, cell phones and other contra-
band, sex with prisoners, and, most recently, paying one 
prisoner to kill another at a prison in Kincheloe. ACS 
has proven incapable of maintaining sanitary kitchens 
and food lines and has failed to follow the MDOC menu, 
consistently running out of food as it’s being served, fail-
ing to follow required cooking procedures, and making 
numerous menu item substitutions—all in violation of 
its three-year, $145 million contract with the MDOC.

This blatant ACS corporate culture of criminal acts 
and contractual malfeasance should come as no sur-
prise to readers of my previous article. It has resulted 
in $98,000 in fines against ACS in March and another 
$200,000 in August. Also coming as no surprise are the 
numerous reports of prisoners becoming sick—179 in 
July at the Egeler Reception & Guidance Center, fol-
lowed by another 182 at Parnall Correctional Facil-
ity, both in Jackson, Mich., attributed to being served 
spoiled and maggot-infested food.

Since the advent of MDOC’s contract with ACS, 
prisoners’ health has been in a general decline across 
the state. For an estimated annual savings of $12 mil-
lion in food service but, with healthcare costing several 
hundred million annually, one wonders if there are any 
“savings” at all—especially as this “estimate” is based 
on MDOC Food Service’s revised pre-bid claim that it 
costs $2.15 to feed each prisoner per day, when previ-
ously they claimed it only cost $1.65. The $2.15 claim 
conveniently manifested itself just prior to ACS’s “bid,” 
the only bid, for the food service contract. Thus, the 
purported $12 million in savings to taxpayers is highly 
suspect, all the more so in light of the increased health-
care costs for hundreds of sick prisoners and the costs 
for 100-plus investigations of criminal and corrupt ACS 
employees or, as we like to call them in Michigan, scabs.

How high does this corruption reach? Pretty high, 
considering that it was only recently disclosed in emails 
between MDOC director Daniel Heyns and Governor 
Rick Snyder’s chief of staff, Dennis Muchmore, that 
$98,000 in fines levied in March against ACS for con-
tract violations were cancelled, revealing that sicken-
ingly sweet stench of a sweetheart contract at the ex-
pense of state taxpayers and the 370 fired MDOC food 
service workers. Adding to this stench, Gov. Snyder 
appointed Edwin Buss, a former executive of a private 
prison healthcare services corporation, to “indepen-
dently” monitor the ACS contract. This fox guarding 
the henhouse will be paid $160,000 per year, with his 
first year’s pay coming out of the $200,000 fine levied 
against ACS in August. The whole affair almost smells 
worse than the food coming out of our chow halls these 
days!                                          —Rand W. Gould C-187131

Thumb Correctional Facility
3225 John Conley Dr., Lapeer, MI 48446

www.freerandgould.com

Prison hunger strike commemorated

In the end, imperialist powers all have their own inter-
ests in view, not those of the people.
GENOCIDE OF THE TRIBES

When the IS rampaged against Syrian revolution-
aries—and the FSA and grassroots activists were the 
first to battle it—the U.S., and the world, paid little at-
tention. It is only since the collapse of the U.S.-supplied 
Iraqi army and seizure of large swaths of Iraqi territory 
that intervention has reached the imperialist agenda. 
It has come with sickening double standards.

While efforts to rescue the thousands of 
threatened Yazidis in Iraq were relatively suc-
cessful—although hundreds were killed, and 
hundreds of women kidnapped—there has been 
less attention paid to other massacres. For exam-
ple, nothing was done in support of the 600 main-
ly Shi’a, Yazidi, and Kurdish Badoosh Prison in-
mates who were lined up in a ditch and killed in 
Mosul, Iraq. No help came for the over 300 mur-
dered men, women and children of the Sunni 
Albu Nimr tribe in Anbar, Iraq, who dared oppose 
the IS. Nor was U.S. or coalition help there for the 
over 700 members of the Sunni Shaitat tribe in 
Deir al-Zour, Syria, as they were beheaded, cruci-
fied, mocked and shot with impunity.

Beyond this, the Assad regime has taken advan-
tage of the coalition bombing to intensify its attacks 
against liberated areas such as Aleppo and Idlib, kill-
ing hundreds with barrel bombs, chlorine gas, and 
more conventional weapons.
REVOLUTION AS THE ANSWER

As one Kafranbel activist explained, “Coalition 
airplanes fly over our city along with the regime air 
force, which means that they and the regime are coor-
dinating. They say they don’t want to coordinate with 
the Assad regime, but U.S. planes are flying with the 
regime’s in the same airspace.” The U.S.’s opposition to 
Assad has always been mainly a facade. Its opposition 
to the IS rests on a desire for “stability,” and is bring-
ing it to line up more openly with Iranian imperialism, 
Assad’s main patron.

The nihilistic IS was a marginal force af-
ter the Arab Spring uprisings. It has drawn its 
strength from counter-revolution, particularly 
as the world powers opted for genocide over hu-
manism in Syria. It intends to succeed by being 
the most vicious and unprincipled of state pow-
ers—through theft, rape, and butchery. None of 
these things are alien to the existing imperialist 
powers.

This counter-revolutionary organization must be 
defeated as an idea as well as on the battlefield. That 
entails deepening the decades of struggle against all 
imperialist, oppressive powers by Iraqis, Syrians, 
Kurds, Palestinians, and Iranian revolutionaries. As 
Marxist-Humanists we call for support of the ongoing 
Syrian Revolution. We call for the right of self-determi-
nation of the Kurdish people, and we call for military 
and political support to the heroic defenders of Kobane. 
We call for support to the revolutionary workers’ and 
women’s organizations of Iraq. We see these as partic-
ular expressions of humanity’s universal struggle for 
freedom.

E D I T O R I A L

Stop blaming migrants
Los Angeles—On Oct. 7, 150 Latina/o, Black, Asian 

and white youths gave public comments at the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) meeting against extending Regula-
tion 287g, which was to expire. The regulation allowed 
the L.A. County Sheriff to act as federal ICE agents 
putting into practice the so-called “Secure Community” 
policy allowing deputies to question anyone who ap-
pears to be a Latina/o migrant as a criminal suspect. 
It has resulted in thousands of working class migrants 
and even U.S. citizens to be stopped, detained and de-
ported.

The public comments were overwhelmingly against 
extending Reg. 287g. One person told of children taken 
by the Dept. of Children Services and put in foster care 
after parents were detained. A migrant woman said 
when she and her husband went to pay a traffic cita-
tion, he was arrested and detained for six months and 
she was harassed and beaten by the sheriffs.

The week before, working-class migrants and 
youth held a press conference outside the BOS 
building with signs that read: “Stop Breaking Up 
Families,” “No More Deportations,” “ICE Sheriffs 
Out of L.A.,” and “Stop Militarization of the Bor-
der.” On that day, the time for public comments 
was cancelled.

After our comments on Oct. 7, Supervisor Gloria 
Molina spoke against a motion to delay the vote un-
til two newly elected supervisors were inaugurated in 
January. Molina is one of two retiring members of the 
Board. As she spoke, we stood up, turned our back to 
the BOS, and raised our fists for 15 minutes as Span-
ish-language media covered our non-violent protest. Af-
ter Molina, a long-ago progressive, joined the two white 
conservative supervisors to cast the key vote in a 3-2 
decision to extend 287g, we all walked out chanting, 
“Molina deports, Molina deports.”         —Basho

HANDICAPTHIS!
by Suzanne Rose

The advocacy group Disability Rights Iowa filed 
a complaint with the Federal government charging 
that Republican Governor Terry Branstad and his 
state’s Department of Human Services have failed to 
meet their obligation of providing services to disabled 
Iowans. State officials said that they had no obligation 
to provide these services using federal Medicaid and 
Medicare funds, thus leaving thousands without help 
in reducing institution residents’ dependency on anti-
psychotic drugs and helping them transition into com-
munity settings. 

*   *   *
Disability Rights International (DRI) filed a case 

on Oct. 30 with the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights of the Organization of American States 
on behalf of people with disabilities detained in Guate-
mala’s Federico Mora psychiatric institution. “Federico 
Mora is the most violent and dangerous facility we have 
discovered anywhere in the Americas,” said DRI execu-
tive director Eric Rosenthal. At least 340 children and 
adults are detained. Police and soldiers armed with 
machine guns guarding the adjoining prison prey on 
the disabled children and adults at Federico Mora.

Being in the SHU
Crescent City, Calif.—The physical and emotional 
toll of being in the SHU (prisons’ “Secure Hous-
ing Unit”):
• Manic guards off their meds.
• That last good photograph stamped with a boot.
• Classification hearings postponed for potlucks.
• The daughter whose eyes fill when you ask in-
nocently, who are you?
• Sons who are bullied and black-eyed at school 
because nobody likes the son of a felon, especially 
sons of law enforcement.
• Summers that last for three weeks, winters for 
10 months. And somewhere in the middle you’re 
caught praying for global warming.
• Sunburn blisters from two minutes’ warmth.
• Optical nerves damaged from light.
• Wrists that snap wringing clothes.
• Tendons that tear when reaching for a towel.
• Knees that don’t have a leg to stand on.
• Teeth caught in toothbrushes.
• Toenails that fall off into socks, rattle like load-
ed dice.
• Ankles that buckle jogging in place.
• A spontaneous nosebleed on that last clean 
sheet, laundered shirt. Filling the sink, the toilet, 
splashing across the floor.
• Making your own funeral arrangements, noti-
fying the next of kin—only to receive a return to 
sender unable to forward as addressed. The only 
piece of mail you’ve received in years.
• Seven-year-old daughters who think glitter is 
what Father needs on his Father’s Day card, but 
the mailroom disallows because what they don’t 
need is an over-excited prisoner.          —C.F. Villa

Urszula Wislanka / News & Letters
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Revolutionary Rojava

When we talk about IS and global counter-
revolutions, we need to understand that these things 
occur in response to the freedom movements from both 
theory and practice. The specific freedom movements 
here are the liberation movement expressed in the cre-
ation of revolutionary Rojava in Syria and the social 
movements across North Kurdistan and Turkey which 
took as their points of departure the Gezi Resistance 
and the Kurdish liberation movement. Both movements 
go forward in direct relationship with the environmen-
tal, women’s and LGBTQI movements as well as the 
movements of national minorities (Alevis, Armenians 
and others). 

For years now Rojava (“Syrian Kurdistan”) 
has been making perhaps the most advanced 
revolution we will see anywhere in our lifetimes 
practically alone. It prioritizes women and youth, 
cooperative production and building a new life 
for all. Women have their own armed forces and 
military colleges, for instance, and in one or two 
of Rojava’s three cantons women’s economic ac-
tivity is guaranteed through laws giving women 
10% of the economy as theirs. Before the current 
fighting about four million people lived in the 
three cantons.

We believe that IS is being used by the imperialists 
to defeat this revolution. The revolution has proceeded 
under the inspiration of the thinking of Abdullah Oca-
lan. But Rojava has its own structures and reality that 
push somewhat beyond his writings. And what happens 
now in Rojava determines if the armed struggle will re-
sume in Turkey or not and under what conditions.

It should be understood that today the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) often thinks of themselves more 
as a social system than as a political party, that the 
demand now is for democratic self-management and 
revolutionary confederalism; and that Rojava is putting 
these demands and this understanding of the party into 
practice. Rojava has scores of political parties, but the 
leading Democratic Union Party (PYD) sees themselves 
as part of this framework. Both the PKK and the PYD 
believe that their revolutionary ideas and practice can 
transform the entire Middle East. 

It is disappointing that there is no support for 
Rojava’s revolution in the Left in the U.S. and we won-
der why. Only two left publications here have been will-
ing to carry articles on Rojava while many more refuse 
but will not state their reasons. There is a news black-
out in the U.S. regarding revolutionary Rojava that 
runs across the entire political spectrum. Everyone but 
the people are frightened by freedom.

We produce a daily blog covering freedom struggles 
across Turkey, North Kurdistan (“southeastern Tur-
key”) and Rojava. That blog can be read at http://tur-
keyharvest.blogspot.com/. Please note our appeal to the 
U.S. left there. Please support us. —Urun/Harvest

London—You could be forgiven for being surprised 
at the recent UK Parliament vote last month, with a 
sizable majority, to recognize Palestinian statehood. 
After all, when the Palestinians won a hard-fought 
campaign for recognition at the UN last year, Britain 
joined a chorus of nations ambivalent or hostile to their 
efforts.

Look beneath the surface, however, and it becomes 
clear that the British government has little intention of 
putting words into action. “I’ve been pretty clear about 
the government’s position and it won’t be changing,” said 
Prime Minister David Cameron, who abstained from the 
vote and ordered his ministers to avoid turning up at 
the Houses of Parliament. Arms exports to Israel will 
presumably continue, as will moves to deny the Palestin-
ians a voice at the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Yet despite the non-binding nature of Parliament’s 
decision, Britain’s unique relationship with Israel may 
mark this as a significant turn of events.

“The vote matters,” claimed Ramzy Baroud, edi-

tor of the Middle East Eye, in an article for the maga-
zine Toward Freedom. “It matters because the British 
government remains a member of the ever-shrinking 
club of Israel’s staunch supporters. Because the Israeli 
arsenal is rife with British armaments. Because the 
British government, despite strong protestation of its 
people, still behaves towards Israel as if the latter is a 
law-abiding state with a flawless human rights record.”

The symbolic value of recognition may there-
fore represent something more vital in British so-
ciety—it could be a reflection of growing public 
opposition to Israeli actions against Palestine.

Indeed, over 100,000 protesters marched through 
the streets of London in August to protest Israel’s Op-
eration Protective Edge. That same month, a survey 
found that the British public were more sympathetic to 
the plight of Palestinians than their French or Ameri-
can counterparts: 30% of respondents said they sympa-
thized with Palestine, with just 12% backing Israel and 
the rest undecided.

Whilst the bulk of support for the Palestinian cause 
was espoused by those identifying with left-wing poli-
tics and the Labor Party, the poll showed a correspond-
ing rise of sympathy even amidst Conservative circles. 
A surprise example came from within the Prime Min-
ister’s own government, when a Foreign Office minis-
ter, Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, resigned over the British 
response to Israel’s Gaza offensive, denouncing it as 
“morally indefensible.”

In a subsequent interview Warsi also attacked UK 
arms exports, stating that “it appalls me that the Brit-
ish government continues to allow the sale of weapons 
to a country, Israel, that has killed almost 2,000 peo-
ple, including hundreds of kids, in the past four weeks 
alone. The arms exports to Israel must stop.”

Not everyone agrees. The Labor Party is suffering 
through its change in policy towards Palestine. After in-
structing MPs to vote in favor of the Palestinian state, 
opposition leader Ed Miliband has found donations to 
his party drying up as pro-Israeli sponsors desert.

Whatever the case, the British decision to of-
ficially recognize Palestine, outside of the intran-
sigence of David Cameron’s government, remains 
noteworthy. 

Yet unless this amounts to real action on the 
ground, including an arms embargo and allowance of 
Palestinian membership within the ICC, such a move 
may prove ineffectual. To again quote Baroud, “Britain 
remains a party in a bloody conflict where Israel is still 
carrying out the same policies of colonial expansion, us-
ing western—including British—funds, arms and po-
litical support. Only when Britain fully and completely 
ends its support of Israel and financing of its occupa-
tion, and works diligently and actively towards correct-
ing the injustice it had imposed on the Palestinians a 
century ago, one could consider that a real change in 
British policies is finally taking hold.”  —Dan Read

by Dee Perkins
The Election Day tumult for Democrats saw the re-

election of Democrat Kyrsten Sinema to Congress. No 
small feat in conservative Arizona, but not surprising 
from the woman who became the first out Bisexual per-
son elected to Congress in 2012 when she beat out her 
Republican rival.

*   *   *
Alison Bechdel and Mary L. Bonauto are among 

the 2014 MacArthur Fellows. Each will receive no-
strings-attached stipends of $625,000 to further their 
“own creative visions.” Bonauto, who has been called 
“our [read LGBT] Thurgood Marshall,” is a civil rights 
attorney whose work has been critical to same-sex mar-
riage cases that went to the Supreme Court. Bechdel 
is a cartoonist and graphic memoirist whose ground-
breaking comic strip “Dykes to Watch Out For” (1983-
2008) chronicled the lives of Lesbians and, perhaps 
most famously, offered a simple gauge of any film’s in-
clusion of women in “The Rule” (1985): 1) Does it have 
two female characters? 2) Who talk to each other? 3) 
About something other than a man? Her Eisner-win-
ning graphic novel Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic 
was adapted into a musical and became a finalist for 
the Pulitzer Prize in Drama.

*   *   *
In early November, Kansas and Missouri’s same-

sex marriage bans were struck down as unconstitu-
tional. While these states are now poised to join D.C. 
and 32 other states in issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples, the Sixth Circuit of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals upheld the right of Kentucky, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Tennessee to ban such unions, creating a 
“circuit split” since the Fourth, Seventh, Ninth and 
Tenth Circuits have all sided with marriage equality. 
This disagreement on the same question of law makes 
it likely that the Supreme Court will have to decide 
whether the Constitution extends the right to marry 
to all Americans.

Q U E E R N O T E S

Britain’s recognition of Palestine

Detroit developers flee 
angry homeowners
Detroit, Mich.—Nearly one-third of the city’s residen-

tial properties are blighted: vacant lots and dilapidated 
and abandoned houses. Not only are 42% of Detroit 
homeowners paying mortgages worth way more than 
their houses; even greater numbers face losing their 
homes to tax foreclosure. Below are comments from par-
ticipants at an October protest at a Town Hall meeting 
in Detroit for Mel Watt, Director of the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency.

At the rally at Mel Watt’s Detroit Town Hall, 150 
protesters outside called on him to keep people in their 
homes by reducing loan principal on Fannie Mae/Fred-
die Mac mortgages. UAW supporters came in large 
numbers from Ford Local 600 and UAW-GM. A van-
load of Chicago activists from Centro Autonomo and 
the Chicago Anti-Eviction Campaign joined us inside 
the town hall, where we managed to turn the agenda 
to principal reduction, a moratorium on foreclosures, 
and the rampant foreclosure fraud by servicers of Fan-
nie/Freddie mortgages. We delivered the letter from 
Americans for Financial Reform and the list of Detroit 
organizations supporting principal reduction, a total of 
nearly 300 groups.

—S.B., Detroit Eviction Defense
Watt came here to sell a program that won’t help 

Detroit. I was proud of our city, because so many peo-
ple spoke from the heart about facing the loss of their 
homes. The realtors and developers in the audience 
couldn’t wait to get out of the hearing.

—J.D., Detroit Eviction Defense
As the city wages a massive war on blight, we must 

stay organized so that neighborhoods are improved by 
and for people who have been here all along, not just 
clear-cut for developers to come in and profit off us all 
over again. —S.v.G., Detroit

Deadly nursing home 
protested by disabled

Chicago—On Sept. 12, I attended a protest at Alden 
Village North. Three years ago, state officials vowed to 
shut the troubled nursing facility down after more than 
a dozen deaths of children and young adults with severe 
disabilities. But Alden Village North remains open to-
day after Judge Terry Shafer said that the Ill. Dept. of 
Public Health had botched its chance to close the home.

Sixteen children and young adults, ranging 
in age from 10 months to 26 years old, have died 
at Alden since 2000 in cases that resulted only 
in citations. In 2011, a month after the state an-
nounced plans to shut the home, inspectors re-
viewed some past deaths at the nursing home and 
issued citations in four of them. Inspectors said 
Alden either failed to seek medical help quickly 
or failed to ensure that a doctor responded to 
pages promptly.

The Chicago Tribune had been writing about the 
deaths at Alden Village North since 2000, and followed 
up in January 2014 after more violations had been dis-
covered. These violations included: dispensing too much 
medication; not dispensing medications at all; not check-
ing on patients’ conditions in a timely fashion; leaving 
children soaking wet in their own urine; mildew on a 
patient from not cleaning up from a tracheotomy tube; 
and dried feces on the backs of some of the children. 

There were about 35 high-spirited people at the 
demonstration. Some of us held signs that said “Real 
Homes for Children-Not Nursing Homes,” and “Close 
Alden North!” We picketed in front of the home and 
held a rally where several speakers talked about their 
experiences in nursing homes. We vowed to come back 
and keep the pressure on until Alden Village North is 
closed! 

—Suzanne Rose

Kurds fighting in Kobane, October 2014
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ESSAY
by Gerry Emmett

“Perhaps it is only the impulse to derive mean-
ing from events that came at such great human cost, 
but I have to believe that something was learned in 
the past few years, about resistance and organization 
and the unstoppable instinct for freedom—something 
that cannot be unlearned. What we have all witnessed 
is less a set of political transformations than an ir-
reversible cultural revolution, the core of which being 
that passivity is no longer the primary response.” 

—Talal Alyan, Palestinian writer and activist
When revolution broke out in Tunisia in 2010, 

it opened a new era of revolution and counter-revo-
lution that shook the world to its foundations. The 
Arab Spring revolts, the Occupy movement that 
spread around the world, and which continues today 
in Hong Kong, marked a fundamentally new moment 
in history. The greatest heroism, the basest betray-
als, and the world-historic battle of ideas, all have 
challenged every serious revolutionary thinker and 
activist. 

For months, longer than anyone had any right 
to expect, the people of Syria had one of the most 
inspiring non-violent freedom movements the world 
has seen. Week after week, month after month, they 
came out to demonstrate explicitly in support of free-
dom, non-sectarianism, and social justice. Week after 
week, month after month, they were murdered. Yet 
even today, the grassroots social revolution continues 
against all odds.

The confrontation between differing classes 
and worldviews has been most intense in Syria, 
which makes it the test of world politics—but even 
more than politics, of philosophy and revolution. 
The Assad regime has committed genocidal crimes, 
with over 191,000 dead, over three million refugees 
in neighboring countries, and almost 6.5 million in-
ternally displaced persons. The Revolution has also 
confronted the threat of religious fascism, from the 
so-called Islamic State (IS) and others. 
SYRIA’S REVOLUTIONARY HUMANISM

What is most vital to grasp about the experi-
ence of the Syrian Revolution—which has created 
its own body of thought—is that the people who set 
out to transform an oppressive reality into a reality 
of freedom have had to confront the very essence of 
our alienated world. They have come face to face not 
only with capitalism, imperialism and the failure of 
bourgeois “democracy,” but also with religious funda-
mentalism, misogyny, and the breakdown of the Left.

The humanist goals of the Revolution have, none-
theless, been made clear over and over, as in these 
words of activist Rami Jarrah: “What we need now is 
coordinated solidarity with citizens of different na-
tions with no boundaries, whether religious, ethnic 
or cultural. It’s vital that we smash those boundar-
ies. The public opinion is human society. We have a 
duty to bridge our stories and reality to the humans of 
our world in all their colors with just as much effort. 
Otherwise we lose everything. We have respect for all 
that rise for freedom. We will stand in solidarity with 
anyone that is oppressed for that reason. 

“It was two years ago that we broke the barriers 
of thought, barriers that denied us the ability to love. 
We used to whisper amongst one another, terrified of 
the consequences. It was two years ago we stood for 
dignity, our chants reverberated in our streets echoing 
the screams of the silent. It was two years ago that I 
was born a human, it was that moment that blood 
filled my veins.”
IF YOU ARE HUMAN...

One of the weekly banners from the grassroots 
activists of Kafranbel, where the people have made a 
category of communicating the thought of the Revo-
lution to the world, carried the challenge: “If you are 
human, you have to care for the Syrian people. If you 
are human, support us to bring Assad down.”

From Homsi activist Khaled Abu Salah, this 
statement was addressed to the international com-
munity: “Our casualties were in the 10s, then they 
reached the 100s, until it reached the point of anni-
hilation as it did in Zabadani, Baba Amr, Karm al-
Zeitoun, and the towns and villages of Idlib, Homs, 
Hama, Damascus, Daraa, and Deir el-Zour. After all 
this slaughter and these massacres, we ask, do the 
Syrian people not belong to your community, the hu-
man community? Bread alone is not enough for hu-
mans to live. But there are people on this earth who 
are still without bread. They are calling to you, in-
heritors of the Age of Enlightenment, in the name of 
the absolute value of human life.”

This unprecedented historic moment compels a 
deep rethinking of revolutionary ideas, and can illu-
minate Marx’s Marxism in new ways that can help 
develop needed solidarity.
MARX’S ‘REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE’

As Karl Marx wrote in 1844, “a social revolu-
tion is found to have the point of view of the whole 
because—even if it were to occur in only one factory 

district—it represents man’s protest against a dehu-
manized life, because it starts out from the point of 
view of a separate real individual, because the com-
munity, against the separation of which from himself 
the individual reacts, is man’s true community, hu-
man nature.” 

We can see in Syria’s revolutionary humanism 
what the young Marx of 1843-44 saw in the revolu-
tionary struggles of 
his day, and which 
made Hegel’s revo-
lution in philoso-
phy so alive to him 
that he translated 
its driving prin-
ciple, the negation 
of the negation, as 
“revolution in per-
manence.” It is the 
subjective drive 
toward freedom 
becoming so con-
crete that it finds 
its natural expres-
sion as human-
ism, what Gramsci 
called “the abso-
lute humanism 
of history.” When 
Marx wrote in 1844, “the individual is the social be-
ing,” he was stating that revolution involves a dia-
lectical relationship toward social life in its entirety.

In his 1844 “Draft Plan for a Work on the Mod-
ern State,” Marx makes his concept of revolution in 
permanence the standard for defining the truth of 
modern democracy, obscured by bourgeois politics. 
He begins by posing “The history of the origin of the 
modern state or the French Revolution.” The endpoint 
he foresees is “Suffrage, the fight for the abolition 
of the state and of bourgeois society.” The gist of his 
critique of Hegel, then, is in overcoming the fetish of 
the state as mediator of social contradiction. 

It prefigures Marx’s later singling out of the Paris 
Commune as the non-state form through which freely 
associated human beings could strip the fetishism 
from the commodity form and create a new society in 
which the free human development of each would be 
the free development of all. (See “Karl Marx’s ground 
for organization,” Sept.-Oct 2014 News & Letters and 
Dunayevskaya’s “1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes.”)

Today, the failure of the bourgeois state to “man-
age” the perpetual crisis of capitalist society is clear. 
From Putin’s Russia to the Tea Party-ridden U.S., 
Saudi Arabia, Iran and Israel, what is offered is 
exploitation, discrimination, degradation, misery 
and war. What these state powers have created in 
Syria—have consciously chosen as the alternative to 
the overthrow of Assad, their long-time tool, their 
“stabilizing” force—has given a new lease on life to 
al-Qaeda and other forces that were marginalized by 
the Arab Spring uprisings. It has bolstered reaction 
everywhere.

The need for a revolutionary alternative couldn’t 
be clearer. 
AGAINST WAR’S ETERNAL RETURN

“Even if the Syrian Revolution fails, what will 
keep it forever a source of courage, hope and faith for 
mankind is the body of thought, the legacy of con-
sciousness, awareness and sensibility that it has en-
gendered and will generate.” 

—Alisar Iram, Syrian poet and artist
“The Syrian tragedy embodies the most extreme of 

human destinies in terms of torture, horror, death, di-
aspora, rupture, exile, anger, hatred and betrayal, the 
limitations of mankind and its greatness, crime and 
sacrifice. For that reason, we have been given an op-
portunity to reflect upon the fate of that entity called 
Syria and the fate of humanity in general. It is imper-
ative that we turn this into a practical project today.” 

—Yassin al-Haj Saleh, Syrian Marxist writer 
Yassin al-Haj Saleh has pointed out the connec-

tion between the Assad regime’s genocide, with the 
world’s non-response to it, and the genocidal tenden-
cy inherent in the so-called primitive accumulation of 
capital as described by the mature Marx: “It is not in 
concepts like tyranny, despotism or even totalitarian-
ism that we find an explanatory model for the Assad 
regime. But rather in the concept of colonialism, and 
its most brutal models in particular. Models based 
on genocide as it manifested itself in the ‘New World’ 
hundreds of years ago and in Russia between the two 
world wars.” 

This analysis covers various neo-Stalinist and 
neo-fascist intellectuals and organizations that have 
lent their support to Assad. But it also covers those 
who simply can’t grasp the concept of revolution it-
self, the idea that masses in motion toward freedom 
can themselves embody historic reason.

Saleh further perceives this drive at work among 
the religious nihilists of the IS: “After three years of 

bitter struggle, some ‘rebels’ fighting against the inter-
nal colonial system internalize its logic and exercise a 
colonial rule whose victims are the same victims of the 
regime and its most radical opposition.”

This insight illuminates anew a fundamental 
concept of Marx. Just as the early revolutionary 
democratic Marx saw the struggle of actual human 
beings embodied in Hegel’s dialectic of absolute neg-

ativity, so the ma-
ture Marx saw the 
absolute contradic-
tion involved in the 
accumulation of 
capital. The young 
Marx had described 
the ancien regime 
as representing the 
“concealed deficien-
cy of the modern 
state,” “the thorn 
in the flesh of the 
modern state,” the 
denial of basic free-
doms embodied by 
revolution.

In Capital, 
Vol. 1, Marx rather 
showed the per-
sistence of the so-

called primitive accumulation of capital, the violent 
dispossession of peasant land, the genocide and slav-
ery that built Europe and America. Capitalism in 
crisis has its tendency to return to just this violence 
and authoritarianism. It was a much more profound 
critique. When apologists of the bourgeoisie declared 
an end to history, Marx demonstrated that the only 
history left to them was the eternal return of these 
horrors until “the expropriators are expropriated.”

Syria today is showing the world its own possible 
future.
REVOLUTIONARY SUBJECTIVITIES

By no coincidence, Marx’s late writings also de-
veloped further his early insight that the oppression 
of women shows “the infinite degradation in which 
man exists for himself.” Between the Assad regime’s 
use of rape and the hothouse growth of fundamen-
talism funded from outside Syria, including by Iran, 
women have been specially targeted by violent coun-
ter-revolution. The IS has practiced enslavement, 
rape (sometimes in the form of forced marriage) 
and murder (including by stoning). A new low was 
achieved in an arson attack on the Mazaya Women’s 
Center in Kafranbel.

Syrian women like human rights activist Razan 
Zeitounah have been the most principled of revo-
lutionaries, without illusions in any of the armed 
groups. Women’s freedom has been the proof that the 
heart of the revolution, its subjectivity, is to be found 
among the civilian masses disregarded by world pow-
ers. This revolutionary subjectivity has remained in 
opposition to state power maneuverings in principle.

The Syrian Revolution has pushed thought about 
revolution to a new level. It couldn’t be clearer, now, 
that the movement has to work out what it is for, and 
not only what it is against. Syrians have had to fight 
this out on the ground in countless ways, in opposing 
Assad, and the IS, and all the state powers that pre-
fer oppression to freedom. They have done this. 

It illustrates Dunayevskaya’s point that “Be-
cause our hunger for theory arises from the totality 
of the present global crisis, Hegel’s Absolute Meth-
od becomes irresistible. The fact that even simple 
journalistic analyses reach for ‘absolutes,’ like the 
description of our era as one that is an age both of 
‘revolution in revolution’ and of ‘counter-revolution 
within revolution,’ reflects the objective compulsion 
for a new examination of Hegel’s concept of ‘absolute 
negativity.’” (Philosophy and Revolution, p. 7)

It’s very doubtful that there will be any future 
revolution less complex—the rulers will not give up 
power without exhausting every resource. But in be-
ing the most difficult, and the most painful, of con-
temporary revolutions, the Syrian Revolution has 
also been the most seriously theoretical.

The Syrian Revolution and its philosophy 
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YOUTH IN ACTION

acter of the march, there was no reason not to send hun-
dreds of thousands of people in the direction of the UN. 
The march would have been much more powerful had 
it gone to the UN, in the opinion of a number of people 
I spoke to. Hopefully this will mark the beginning of 
a specifically anti-capitalist environmental movement. 

—Michael Gilbert
�

New York—The day before the march, Sept. 20, an 
array of events took place in Lower Manhattan at St. 
John’s University, The Graffiti Church and many oth-
er venues. The Chicago anti-nuclear group presented 
“Nuclear Power Makes Climate Change Worse and Is 
Stealing Our Energy Future.” Gail Snyder of Nuclear 
Energy Information Service summarized how Exelon is 
buying the votes of Illinois politicians to subsidize fossil 
and nuclear energy and withdraw support from renew-
able energy projects. An international panel discussed 
“Deadly Connections: Challenging Nuclear Weapons, 

Nuclear Power and Climate Change.” 
The anti-nuclear contingent was one of very few to 

hold a rally. Arjun Makhijani, organizer of the Institute 
for Energy and Environmental Research  (IEER.org) 
and author of Carbon-Free and Nuclear-Free: A Road-
map for U.S. Energy Policy, spoke briefly. His remarks 
reflected scientists’ understanding of what is necessary 
for our country to meet its obligations to the future.

The Raging Grannies sang two or three pointed 
protest songs and New Yorker Joel Landy sang of the 
Indian Point Nuclear Plant, only 38 miles from the 
heart of the international population center: “If you 
don’t close Indian Point, kiss your ass goodbye.” 

We anti-nukers gathered on Saturday at 72nd 
Street and Central Park West. But the planners did not 
count on a huge stream of participants joining us at 
71st Street. We had to wait an entire hour for them to 
get into the parade stream. It was wonderful!

—January

Michael Brown rally
Memphis, Tenn.—I went to St. Louis with members 

of Memphis United, the Mid-South Peace and Justice 
Center, and Fast Food Workers for the national dem-
onstrations Oct. 11-12 over police violence, including 
the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.  One 
of us lost her uncle to police violence. He had called 
the police to get help with crime in his neighborhood. 
However, he was killed by the police. This spearheaded 
the formation of the Civilian Law Enforcement Review 
Board in Memphis.

I am stoked about the young people in St. Louis 
leading the fight for justice. What is going on is evil, 
and our prayers and actions must be consistent to sup-
port these youth on the front line. The police have no 
business in riot gear antagonizing people exercising 
their constitutional right to peacefully demonstrate. 
The youth are fighting for us all, so find your way to 
support them in Ferguson as well as people working 
locally on police accountability. 

Back in Memphis on Oct. 22 we held a Stolen Lives 
flash demo. I was emotional as I looked at the names 
of people killed extrajudicially. People who experience 
police brutality sometimes don’t live to talk about it, 
and the ones who do have such mistrust that they some-
times don’t even report the offending officers.

A Memphis United member spoke of how his friend 
was killed by an officer who also killed two other peo-
ple. He said, “None of the accused crimes would have 
been punishable by death.”

That gave me chills and made me think about how 
racism and classism have tainted law enforcement. We 
have to advocate for tools of accountability to un-tilt the 
imbalance of power. 

On Oct. 22 we joined 89 actions in 72 locations 
around the U.S. for this year’s National Day of Protest. 
There was a national call to end police brutality and 
their use of deadly force. We are expecting accountabil-
ity for law enforcement to be implemented: a more ef-
fective Civilian Law Enforcement Review Board; a com-
plaint process free from intimidation and bias; dash 
and lapel cameras; a less militarized police force with 
more community policing; an end of racial profiling and 
the use of deadly or excessive force.

We held die-ins for four and a half minutes at six 
locations. Michael Brown lay outside for four and a half 
hours and was shot six times. Names of people who died 
from deadly force were commemorated on sheets.

We are also concerned that many are getting rich 
off of imprisoned young Black men and women. Prisons 
are not designed for rehabilitation. Prisoners are being 
paid 15 to 17 cents an hour and are expected to pay for 
services, while big corporations make huge profits from 
prison labor. —MarQuita

Hundreds of thousands throng People’s Climate March

Students win at IPN 
Mexico, D.F.—Students at the National Polytechnic 

Institute (IPN), supported by some teachers and work-
ers, began a general strike calling for cancellation of new 
regulations and new academic programs that IPN had 
presented in September, and the immediate dismissal 
of the director of the Institute, Yoloxóchitl Bustamante.

Students, teachers and workers gathered in a rep-
resentative organ, the General Politécnico Assembly 
(AGP), to decide actions and the political direction of 
the strike. This assembly, say students, represents an 
authentic democratic effort to administer the univer-
sity. “We’ve realized schools should be run this way, and 
not just according to the will of the General Director,” 
they said. Here we see the beginning of a new and more 
complete way to practice democracy—and, implicitly, a 
new way of understanding the function of education.

The AGP criticized all the articles of the new regu-
lation, making it clear their struggle is against privati-
zation of education, and for it to have a public and free 
character. We can summarize the new regulations:

1. Political-administrative centralization. Several 
councils and other consulting organs would be dis-
missed, so that major decisions can be taken by the 
General Director alone, which is aligned with govern-
ment policies. New regulations would deny recognition 
to students’ free associations, and make it easier to ex-
pel students who do not have “good manners” and who 
do not keep “order” within the Institute.

2. Academic changes. Academic programs, now 
relatively autonomous, would be transformed into “per-
tinent educational modalities” modified according to 
the criterion of “flexibility.” That is, they would be more 
tied to the contingency of capital and markets than to 
students’ needs.

3. Economic dimension. We are facing a general 
privatization of public schools, with less and less money 
budgeted each year. Thus they intend to rent space for 
“concessions” to private businesses and propose the “ac-
quisition of additional resources” by offering research 
and cultural services to the private market.

The beginning of the Politécnico strike occurred 
on the eve of mass demonstrations commemorating the 
Oct. 2, 1968, student massacre. The strike also coin-
cided with the social explosion produced by the state-
instigated attack and the “forced disappearance” of the 
43 normalistas from Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, on Sept. 27 
(see p. 1). In organizing demonstrations and cultural 
performances, students from IPN have shown their 
solidarity with this cause. 

It was in this political context that the government 
tried to give the conflict at IPN a “fast response.” The 
government pushed the dismissal of the director of the 
IPN, accepted the total cancellation of the new internal 
regulations and the new academic programs, and pro-
posed a series of “bilateral” and “democratic” dialogues 
on the students’ other demands. 

However, the AGP has kept a critical distance and 
has decided to go on with the strike. This is because the 
struggle at the IPN is over the demand for authentic 
educational autonomy, as part of a larger struggle by 
all social subjects for radical transformation of the cur-
rent economic-political system. 

This system chains the youth to a 67% unemploy-
ment rate, leaving them at the mercy of the informal 
economy, narco-traffic gangs, prostitution and death. 

The explosion of the IPN strike just before the Oct. 
2 anniversary, as well as its solidarity with the Ayotzi-
napa students, reveals a longing for universality, for 
going deeper and lower within society in the search for 
other social subjects in order to transform reality.

The student movement in Politécnico may have 
only a beginning consciousness of this wider revolution-
ary possibility. Still, it is precisely within this move-
ment that the possibility of a new world can be seen. 

—Héctor M., Nov. 7, 2014.

by Michael Gilbert
Protests began at three Newark, N.J., public high 

schools Sept. 9 to stop the “One Newark” program of 
turning public schools over to charter management, to 
return control of the public schools to the public, and 
to force the resignation of Newark Schools Superin-
tendent Cami Anderson, who had been appointed by 
Gov. Christie. Three separate rallies joined to march 
through downtown Newark. 

*   *   *
Although the ban on student movements affiliat-

ed with political parties at universities in Egypt was 
deemed illegal, the president of Cairo University dis-
solved all political student organizations. Many other 
universities complied with the ban. Student Mahmoud 
Jamal asked, “Are there more severe and horrible pro-
cedures than using live bullets against students and ar-
resting them, as was the case last year?” 

*   *   *
Students and teachers defied a right-wing school 

board in Jefferson County, Colo., imposing a curricu-
lum designed to promote the free enterprise system 
and discourage “civil disorder, social strife or disre-
gard of the law.” On Sept. 19 two high schools closed 
after 50 teachers took a day off. Walkouts of as many 
as 700 students at a time followed. “Don’t make history 
a mystery” became a slogan. The Board charged that 
students were pawns of the teachers’ union. One senior 
said, “If they don’t teach us civil disobedience, we will 
teach ourselves.” 

*   *   *
In August Dhi Yazan al-Alawi launched the “Street 

Caricatures” campaign in Sana’a, Yemen. Artists 
have painted the writings of Che Guevara, Abdullah 
al-Baradouni, Gandhi and Mahmoud Darwish on the 
walls of Kuwait Hospital, near Change Square. Tam-
mam al-Shaybani, a youth, recently started the “Open 
Book” campaign with four other painters. Every week 
they choose a wall, and young men and women create 
murals, with the words more important than the image. 

*   *   *
On Oct. 8, two days after the Philadelphia School 

Reform Commission (SRC) canceled its teachers’ con-
tract and voted to require teachers to begin contrib-
uting to the cost of their health insurance premiums, 
hundreds of high school students went on strike to 
support their teachers. Dozens of students from sev-
eral schools boycotted classes and held demonstrations 
outside the two magnet schools; 25 students from the 
Franklin Learning Center marched outside district 
headquarters.

New York—Central Park in New York City was filled 
with hundreds of thousands at the People’s Climate 
March on Sept. 21. The common chant was, “What do 
we want? Climate Justice! When do we want it? NOW!” 
Signs called for an end to reliance on nuclear power. 

There were signs and chants against fracking in 
New York State and nationwide, contingents of survi-
vors of Hurricane Sandy, groups of college students and 
young people marching under their own banners, and 
older people as well. People came from the Midwest and 
the deep South, and as far away as California. One man 
rode his bicycle from Maine to New York for the march. 

Spirits were very high with marching bands and 
people dancing in the streets. There was one minute 
of silence for all the past and future victims of climate 
change. The whole march fell silent and it seemed as 
if the City had as well. News & Letters was received 
favorably by hundreds of people who wanted to know 
more about the Marxist-Humanist position on the en-
vironment. 

The only substantial disappointment was the deci-
sion by organizers to steer the march as far away as 
they could from the UN, where the three-day climate 
summit was about to be held. Given the peaceful char-

Ver p. 7 para comprar
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus-
sian Revolution was transformed into its op-
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development—the age of state-capi-
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un-
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour-
nal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-

tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until To-
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough-
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point-
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori-
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu-
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel-
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco-
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo-
ry and practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili-
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 

revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs-
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion—Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga-
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim…to pro-
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

Rousseff wins Brazil’s runoff election
by Eugene Walker

Brazil’s President, Dilma Rousseff, barely won a 
runoff election against the conservative free-marketeer 
Aécio Neves. With her election to a second term, the 
Workers’ Party, first under Lula Da Silva and now un-
der Rousseff, has won its fourth consecutive presiden-
tial election. 
A WORKERS’ PARTY?

While Lula’s first election was greeted with great 
hope for a sweeping change in Brazil’s developmentalist 
trajectory, Rousseff’s cliffhanger illustrated the grave 
disappointment that much of Brazil’s masses felt re-
cently. This election was a narrow choice between two 
forms of capitalism—a neoliberal free market versus a 
state-assisted form tending toward state-capitalism.

A developmentalist capitalism under the tutelage 
of the state—especially from a trade union bureaucracy 
of managers that is the heart of the Workers’ Party, 
in consort with private and especially state-controlled 
companies—has been roaring forward. Brazil is now the 
world’s seventh-largest economy as measured by gross 

domestic product. Increasing agricultural production 
for the world market, rapid exploration and production 
of oil, destructive exploi-
tation of the Amazonian 
region, have character-
ized Worker Party ad-
ministrations. 
FROM ‘DEVELOP-
MENT,’ IMPERIALISM

It is true that dur-
ing Lula’s two terms, 
the poverty rate dropped 
dramatically, as Brazil’s 
economy grew and sig-
nificant resources were 
used to reduce poverty. 
But this came only in 
concert with an intensifi-
cation of destructive cap-
italist development. The 
number of those living in 
extreme poverty has less-

has been held responsible for these deaths.
Second, the police action in Iguala is part of the 

criminalization of social protest throughout Mexico, 
particularly against the rebellious young. While the 
local officials and drug gangs in the narco-state of 
Guerrero may have been the ones to initiate this despi-
cable act against the Ayotzinapa students, the deeper 
truth is that all of Mexico has become a criminal state. 
OUTPOURING OF PROTESTS

The horror of Ayotzinapa has given birth to a new 
moment in Mexico. Outrage has been felt by every sec-
tion of the population, but most especially among the 
young, the students of all the Normal rural schools.1 
The normalistas have been joined by students and so-
cial activists from throughout Mexico.

In Mexico City, students from all the universities 
and many preparatory schools covered the city with 
protests. Besides three mega-marches, there have been 
hundreds of protests, large and small, in which youth 
from one school or another have taken to the streets to 
leaflet motorists and to the subways to talk to riders, 
and have demonstrated in front of government offices 
with their demands. Student assemblies have been 
held in dozens of departments in a multitude of schools 
to plan activities, to arrange for marches and student 
strikes lasting from 24 to 72 hours, hours in which 
teach-ins and protest activities took place.
‘DOWN WITH THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE’

The demands have grown in important ways. The 
protests, which always demand the return of the Nor-
mal students, have developed other demands. Where 
1. The Normal schools have historically been one of the crucial 
sources of protest and demands for social justice. Beginning 
in the 1930s, the students of the Normales formed the Fed-
eration of Student Peasant Socialists of México which played 
a crucial role in administering the schools, including the ad-
mission of students. The students and their organization have 
historically been among the most militant in the country. In 
the face of these rebel youth, succeeding governments have 
forced the closing of many Normal schools, and have sought to 
strangle the remaining schools with lack of funding. Only the 
militancy of the students, their families and the teachers have 
kept schools open.

Ayotzinapa: Mexico’s new moment of revolt
continued from p. 1 the government points the finger at narco-traffic gangs, 

the students insist that the state is responsible. Where 
the government claims they have locked up those re-
sponsible for the barbarous acts, students in Mexico 
City and protesters in Guerrero proclaim, “Out with 
Peña Nieto,” the President of Mexico. 

Calls of “down with the entire political structure” 
are being heard; the need for a Constituent Assembly, 
not of parties, but of popular assemblies, to write a 
new Constitution has been raised, as well as calls for 
a national work stoppage and for a general strike of 
workers-peasants-students. At this moment these calls 
are by a minority and much fuller development of social 
protest is needed. But voices are being raised, and a 
rebellious process is in incubation. 

—Eugene Walker, Nov. 10

President Blaise Compaore received a rude awak-
ening when he attempted to rewrite the Constitution 
of Burkina Faso in order to further extend his 27-year 
rule of this African nation. He first seized power in 
1987, with the murder of former friend Thomas San-
kara. 

Activist Emile Pargui Pare told the AFP news 
agency: “Oct. 30 is Burkina Faso’s Black Spring, 
like the Arab Spring.” Protesters filled the streets 
of the capital, Ouagadougou, burning govern-
ment buildings and storming the Parliament and 
presidential palace. The army at first attempted 
to clamp down, firing on the crowds, and then at-
tempted a coup of their own, which the masses 
have continued to thwart.

Some are calling this Revolution 2.0, referring back 
to Sankara’s 1983-1987 rule. Sankara was perhaps the 
one African protege of Muammar Qaddafi who took the 
idea of social revolution seriously—the reason he was 
killed by Compaore’s coup, which re-established good 
relations with the former French imperialist rulers and 
televangelist Pat Robertson’s diamond smuggling op-
eration. Of course, Compaore remained on good terms 
with the loathsome Qaddafi as well.            —G.E.

Burkinabe revolution

ened, but this has not significantly changed the gaping 
inequality at the heart of Brazilian society. 

Brazil’s relation with 
its immediate neighbors, 
decades ago spoken of as 
the possibility of a devel-
oping sub-imperialism, 
has now become a type of 
full-blown imperialism, 
as Brazilian capitalism 
gobbles up resources, 
builds dams for hydro-
electric power in other 
countries but for its own 
use, and rich Brazilian 
farmers farm in border-
ing Paraguayan land. 

However, it is at 
home where the rule of 
capital, both private and 
state-directed, is in con-
trol, and that the contra-
dictions of the so-called 

progressive Workers’ Party government can be seen. It 
is within Brazil where dissatisfaction and resistance 
are manifest. The massive June 2013 protests in hun-
dreds of cities against an attempt to raise public trans-
portation fares was a crucial indicator of dissatisfaction 
with the direction undertaken by those governing. (See 
“Brazil’s Uprising,” July-Aug. 2013 N&L.) The fact that 
Workers’ Party rule almost fell to a neoliberal form of 
capitalism puts into question whether it is any genuine 
alternative to the rule of capital in Brazil. 

Yemen agreement 
Yemen’s Western-backed President, Abd-Rabbu 

Mansour Hadi, announced the long-awaited formation 
of a new, “technocratic” government Nov. 7. The country 
has been in upheaval since the 2012 overthrow of dicta-
tor Ali Abdullah Saleh.

The immediate background to the new agreement 
is the changed situation resulting from the occupation 
of large areas of the country by Houthi rebels, includ-
ing the capital, Sana’a. The Houthi belong to the Zaidi 
sect of Shi’a Islam, which differs from the Iranian ver-
sion—although some have tried to fit current events in 
Yemen into the regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, the fit isn’t exact.

Neither is this a grassroots revolution, as was the 
overthrow of Saleh, a part of the Arab Spring revolts. 
Saleh belongs to the same sect as the Houthi, and has 
been accused of backing them in a bid to return to 
power. Saleh and two leading Houthi commanders have 
been threatened with UN sanctions over this, at the re-
quest of the U.S. government. Clearly “technocracy” is 
meant to obscure the social fault lines here.

But the Houthis are also battling al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula, which will meet with U.S. approval, 
and the new government has gained some support from 
the people. Feminist blogger Afrah Nasser has point-
ed to the presence of four women ministers, the most 
ever: newspaper publisher Nadia Al Sakkaf is Minister 
of Information; human rights advocate Arwa Othman 
is Culture Minister (she had recently received death 
threats from Houthi sectarians); civil rights activist 
Gabool Al-Mutawakel is Social Affairs and Labour Min-
ister; and women’s advocate Samira Obaid is a Cabinet 
member.                                                             —Gerry Emmett

Millions of Brazilians protested fare increases in 2013. The movement 
expanded to include government corruption, police brutality, and other issues.

Tânia Rêgo/ABr


