
Don’t let germs and 
capitalists win

WOMEN SIGNAL THE RESISTANCE
This underscores the importance of the resis-

tance that arose immediately, from the massive Jan. 
21 women’s marches to the emergency demonstra-

tions at airports beginning the very 
day that enforcement of the Muslim 
ban began. No less crucial are the 
questioning and rethinking that are 
part of the resistance.

The status quo is unstable—but 
which way will it break? The counter-
revolutionary path represented by 
Trump, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and their ilk, is driving toward 
fascism, war, and total destruction; 
the opposition from within the ruling 
class points to something like a return 
to 2016 or at best to the New Deal, a 
kinder, gentler path to destruction by 
climate chaos and economic collapse. 

The true alternative, the absolute 
opposite, is the path to a new society 
based on revolution from below. Can 
that absolute opposite happen without 
a unity of practice with theory? Can 
they be unified without the organiza-
tion of thought, embodied in an actual 

organization? This is the heart of what we must ad-
dress.

I. Trumpism as an excrescence 
of world capitalism’s crises 

The spectacular failure of Trump-Ryan’s at-
tempt to repeal the Affordable Care Act does not 
cancel the blitzkrieg carried out by Trump and the 
Republican-controlled Congress against workers, 
women, Blacks, Latinos, Muslims, immigrants, 
students, LGBTQ people, people with disabilities, 
the planet, science and oppressed people interna-
tionally. Those attacks—from undermining worker 
safety to destroying climate change safeguards to a 
budget slashing social services and business regula-
tions—are too numerous to list. The Republican es-
tablishment embraced Trump, despite his campaign 
rhetoric against them, largely because he is expected 
to approve any vicious law Congress passes, as well 
as taking his own steps to cut taxes on the rich and 
dismantle what’s left of the welfare state.

But Trumpism is not defined by any par-
ticular policy. Its essence is a destructive re-
sponse to any liberatory movements challeng-
ing racist, sexist, capitalist U.S. society. 

Trump as individual is well suited for this, since 
for him the only positive principles are confined to 
ego: his own fame, wealth and power, obstacles to 
which provoke the fury of destruction, a pure nega-
tivity. His Cabinet and Supreme Court choices are 
defined primarily by their opposition to movements 
such as labor, Black Lives Matter, Women’s Libera-
tion, and the resistance to the Dakota Access Pipe-
line and climate change in general. His road to power 
was paved with a retrogressive negation of Reason, 
the backlash against all freedom movements in a pe-
riod of capitalism’s dissolution. The end of the pres-
ent social order could mean not a new, human soci-
ety but the collapse of human civilization, especially 
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by Faruq
A cursory view of this decade in Amerika reveals 

a mounting tide of dissent. Moreover, the election of 
Donald Trump as president has escalated the dis-
sent and intensified the sense of urgency for many 
people. 

This is a response to what is perceived as 
an attack on people’s well-being, be it in the 
form of racial scapegoating of immigrants, giv-
ing carte blanche to police, defilement of wom-
en, rollbacks on workplace and environmental 
protections and appointing a conservative to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In addition, Trump has held true to his class 
interest in stacking his Cabinet with business-mind-
ed people. With the blatant installation of a plu-
tocratic regime, and with both houses of Congress 
Republican-held, the interest of business will be the 
order going forward.
WHERE IS A BREAKTHROUGH?

The people in the U.S. are in a direr position 
demanding a revolutionary change. The fact that so 
many people have taken to street protest is an indi-
cation they are awakening to a stark reality engulf-
ing them. An indispensable aspect to revolutionary 
change is a vigorously attack on lies that are pallia-
tive in nature and cannot be allowed to continue un-
challenged. For example, politicians claim of creat-
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The total degeneracy of today’s capi-
talism is shown by the rising threat of 
fascism internationally, especially with 
the corrupt and lawless Donald Trump 
in coalition with the theocratic Right, 
with racist extremists such as the alt-
right and anti-immigrant groups, with 
megacorporations like ExxonMobil, with 
finance capital like Goldman Sachs, and 
with fellow plutocrats like Robert Mer-
cer, Carl Icahn and the Koch brothers. 

It is shown just as starkly by the 
genocide in Syria, in which global and 
regional powers have at best paid lip 
service to the people in revolution, while 
some have actively thrown in with Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad’s counter-
revolution. Trump has ramped up direct 
combat presence in Syria and Iraq. 
TRUMP’S BOMBS KILL CIVILIANS

The U.S. bombing of a mosque near Aleppo, Syr-
ia, killing 49 civilians, and the U.S.-led coalition’s 
bombing of a house in Mosul, Iraq, killing over 100, 

are the tip of the iceberg: in March alone, such air 
strikes killed as many as 1,000 civilians in Iraq and 
Syria, while thousands more were killed by ISIS, by 
the Syrian regime and its allies including Russia, by 
Iraqi forces and by Turkey. 

To Yemen, a country on the brink of fam-
ine, Trump sent not aid for disaster relief—
which he is busy cutting to the bone—but a 
vast escalation of air strikes and a military 
incursion that murdered about 30 civilians, 
mostly women and children, and left one Navy 
SEAL dead. It added up to what Trump called 
“a winning mission.” The U.S. treats all three 
countries as nothing more than bases for ter-
rorism—in some cases, with oil he covets—
showing complete, callous disregard for the 
well-being of the people. 

The domestic forces of reaction did not wait for 
direct orders. Even before Trump took office, hate 
crimes soared. Legislators in at least 18 states began 
writing laws to turn protesters into felons, “racke-
teers” and targets for assault by “negligent” drivers. 

The armed branches of the state have 
made it clear that they are ready to back up 
fascism with violence. From local forces to 
the border patrol, police have felt reassured 
of their impunity to violate rights and laws, 
even when they murder people like 25-year-old 
Chad Robertson, an unarmed Black man trav-
eling through Chicago on Feb. 8. 

Police repeatedly and viciously assaulted Native 
American water protectors and their supporters at 
camps opposing the Dakota Access Pipeline, includ-
ing on Inauguration Day while the news was focused 
on Washington. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents have discarded the boundaries set by 
the previous administration, pouncing on people ap-
plying for green cards or leaving schools, churches 
and courtrooms. The specter of a reign of terror has 
sent many immigrants to live in the shadows. 

Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 2017-2018

Philosophy and revolt confront 
Trump’s drive to fascism

Resisting Trumpism

by Htun Lin
Donald Trump announced he would be defund-

ing clinics internationally that include discussion of 
abortion as part of reproductive health. This global 
gag rule will kill women. Also deadly to women is a 
renewed effort by Republicans to gut or completely 
eliminate the U.S. family planning program Title X, 
which prevents a million unplanned pregnancies a 
year, and defund the Violence Against Women Act, 
including services for survivors of sexual violence.
COMMODIFYING HEALTH CARE KILLS

Women also die from business as usual, from 
budget cuts or cost controls which transform an es-
sential life-giving human activity like healthcare 
into a commodity. The promise to replace the Afford-
able Care Act with Trumpcare, or Ryancare, would 
cause 8 million women to lose insurance coverage. 
Two thirds of them are women of color. Women on 
Medicaid would suffer the most (especially in red 
states whose governors refuse expansion of Medic-
aid funding for ideological reasons). 

Obamacare also, in the name of cost controls, 
does not cover everyone or guarantee affordable 
healthcare to all. This was Obama’s alternative to 
single-payer universal healthcare.

Republican Congressman John Shimkus 
of Illinois asked on the floor of Congress, “Why 
should I, as a man who can’t get pregnant, be 
forced to pay for a woman’s prenatal or mater-
nity care?” 

Nancy Metcalf, insurance expert and columnist, 
explained to the Washington Post: “Health insur-
ance, like all insurance, works by pooling risks. The 
healthy subsidize the sick, who could be somebody 
else this year and you next year. Those risks include 
any kind of healthcare a person might need from 
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Why we print the Draft Perspectives in News & Letters 
In 1975 News and Letters Committees printed its Draft Perspec-

tives Thesis in News & Letters for the first time. The organization has 
continued the practice ever since. What follows is the 1975 explanation 
of why we decided to take such action and why we continue to do so:

With this special issue News and Letters Committees are breaking 
totally new ground for the Marxist movement. Publishing the Draft Per-
spectives Thesis for our coming national gathering directly in the pages 
of our paper is unprecedented, not only for all other organizations, but 
even for our own. We do it because our age is in such total crisis, facing 
a choice between absolute terror or absolute freedom, that a revolution-
ary organization can no longer allow any separation between theory 
and practice, philosophy and revolution, workers and intellectuals, 
“inside” and “outside.” We ask you to join in the discussion of these 
Perspectives with us. We are not presenting any “pat answers” to the 
question, “Where Do We Go From Here?” We are raising the questions 
that demand answers—and we ask you to help us in working them out.

On Jan. 28-30, 2017, hundreds of activists rallied and demonstrated at O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport in support of Muslims and in opposition to Donald Trump’s “Muslim ban.”
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WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

International Women’s Day 2017
by Terry Moon

The revolutionary nature of the Women’s March 
on Washington that ended up being a worldwide 
march of women (see “Women take the lead against 
world retrogression,” March-April 2017 N&L) could 
be seen as well in what happened on March 8, Inter-
national Women’s Day (IWD). 

What else was revealed was a lot of 
fools like The New York Times, which on 
March 8 printed, “[T]he protests [on IWD] 
were far smaller than the masses who 
turned the women’s marches on Jan. 21 
into a phenomenon, keeping the question 
open of whether protesters’ fervor can be 
channeled into a sustained movement 
with demonstrable political results.” 

Oh, “the protests were far smaller” than 
the most massive march in history! How could 
that happen? And did they measure the wom-
en who wore red, didn’t shop that day, called 
in sick, or went to work but didn’t do any? 

And who thinks it’s a good thing for “protest-
ers’ fervor” to be “channeled into a sustained move-
ment with demonstrable political results,” when by 
“political results” they mean the Democratic Party? 
Perhaps the beauty of the day—and not only in the 
U.S.—is the refusal of women to be “channeled” into 
some pre-existing limited direction.
STRIKES’ REVOLUTIONARY ORIGINS

While many have wrongly attributed the idea of 
the strike to the planners of the Jan. 21 Women’s 
March on Washington, the real origin tells a more 
revolutionary story. 

In 2016 women in Argentina held a Nation-
al Women’s Meeting (NWM) of 70,000 women 
on Oct. 8-10. The NWM, gathering yearly since 
1985, is independent of all states, “self-orga-
nized, horizontal, self-financed, diverse and 
deeply democratic.” The day after a 16-year-
old Argentinian, Lucia Pérez, was stabbed to 
death, women associated with the National 
Women’s Meeting called for a Women’s Strike 
on Oct. 19, 2016. 

In the same month, tens of thousands of women 
in Poland took to the streets in over 60 Polish cities 
and engaged in a general strike (see “Polish wom-
en show path forward,” Nov.-Dec. 2016 N&L). They 
were saying “No!” to the Polish parliament’s plans 
to worsen an already draconian anti-abortion law 
that would allow legal abortions only if the woman’s 
life was “directly threatened.” Polish leaders were 
so traumatized by the women’s militancy that they 
abandoned the law. 

Argentina already had a powerful group fight-
ing violence against women: “#NiUnaMenos” (Not 
One Less) meaning not one more woman lost to vio-
lence. They had formed a network with several other 
Latin American countries and reached out to Poland 
or Poland reached out to them. It was after that Oc-
tober 19 women’s strike that the call went out for 
an International Women’s Strike for IWD 2017. It is 
that call that the U.S. organizers for the Women’s 

March on Washington brought to U.S. soil. 
A ‘NEW GEOGRAPHY’ OF FEMINISM

The Ni Una Menos Collective wrote that the 
strike “complicated the category of women workers 
and made it clear that work is also domestic and 
informal and includes forms of self-managed asso-

ciation.” They continued, “A new geogra-
phy was drawn going from Ciudad Juárez 
to Moscow, from Guayaquil to Warsaw and 
Sao Paolo, from Rome to San Salvador de 
Jujuy. The local and global fabric produced 
a new type of internationalism that was 
seen in the networks and the streets—[a] 
new practice of feminist internationalism.” 

They write of Jan. 21: “The wom-
en’s March in the U.S.…is part of this cycle 
that demonstrates a new form of feminism: the 
overlapping movements of women, trans peo-
ple, and migrants refuse to remain subjected 
to the empire of new forms of capitalist exploi-
tation.” (“How Was the March 8 International 
Women’s Strike Woven Together?” by Ni Una 
Menos Collective, Veiwpointmag.com, Feb. 16, 
2017.)

What we are seeing with this huge mass of wom-
en stepping forward and taking the lead in the fight 
against world retrogression, is a movement that has 
developed anew, not by leaving anything behind, but 
with the meaning they have acquired from over a 
half century of struggle.

WOMAN 
REASON

AS

In Tunisia the civic education club of the high 
school Lycee Pilote de l’Ariana wrote, performed 
and videoed a three-minute play that went viral on 
Facebook with over 670,000 views. “Give Me a Doll 
and Don’t Make Me a Bride” is based on a court-
approved marriage of a 13-year-old girl to a 20-year-
old relative who had raped her. Tunisian feminists 
held marches protesting the law allowing rapists 
of girls under the age of 15 to avoid prosecution by 
marrying their victim. Rania Bel Haj, the lead in the 
play, said, “I wasn’t truly a feminist until I interpret-
ed this role.” 

* * *
A university start-up in rural India is about to 

launch a male contraceptive that is 98% successful 
in preventing pregnancy and has no major side ef-
fects. RISUG, or reversible inhibition of sperm under 
guidance, is injected with a shot and can be reversed 
by another. Major pharmaceutical companies have 
no interest in developing male contraceptives be-
cause they make billions on hormonal birth control 
for women. The Parsemus Foundation, a U.S. non-
profit, will help establish a global market for RISUG 
as well as make its own version called Vaselgel.

* * *
In Turkey, citizens voted “yes” on a referendum 

that will abolish the office of Prime Minister, giving 
all its powers to President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 
Women had held rallies urging Turks to vote “no” 
because of Erdoğan’s authoritarianism, including 
his attacks on women’s rights. At several of these 
rallies, women were attacked by mobs, often com-
prised of youths supporting Islamic fundamentalism 
and the nationalist political ideology of “Idealism.” 
A mob also attacked the International Women’s Day 
celebration at Istanbul’s Bilgi University.

Left’s blame game
Los Angeles—“Where are all the women?” That’s 

a rhetorical question posed by a Latina speaker at 
one of the several recent and massive immigrants’ 
rights marches in downtown L.A.

The crowd numbered in the thousands, but 
nowhere near the half million that attended the 
Women’s March on Washington on Jan 21. Lately 
there has been frustration over the Left’s inability to 
transform one-time demonstrators into a politically 
aware and active force to help enact life-and-death 
policy changes.

This task of the Left is daunting: take as an 
example a city council meeting in South Pasa-
dena, Calif., on Feb 1. The mayor and council 
members began by sharing pictures of them-
selves attending the L.A. women’s march, then 
moved on to hear an ordinance to ban sleep-
ing in one’s car, even on private property. 
The ordinance passed unanimously, over the 
objections of homeless rights advocates, who 
argued that it would further criminalize the 
homeless.

Insofar as the Latina speaker at the rally was 
implicitly castigating the stereotypically aloof white 
liberal, her question should carry a profoundly rel-
evant impact for white activists in general, liberal 
or otherwise, who have not done enough to educate 
other white people about: 1) the immediate chal-
lenges faced by immigrants and people of color, and 
2) the unpaid labor they have done to make possible 
the accumulation of white wealth.

At the same time, the question, “Where are 
all the women?” performs a service for patriar-
chy. Although she presumably did this uncon-
sciously, she was laying the full weight of the 
responsibility of white privilege onto white 
women. This is unfair. 

Not only are white women responsible for much 
less of white capital accumulation, but when they 
try to do something—like protest an incoming rac-
ist administration—they are invariably criticized for 
doing something other than their prescribed role in 
patriarchal society: to perform the uncompensated 
work which makes possible the accumulation of 
male wealth.

Men (in general) have not expended much effort 
to challenge other men to recognize the basis of their 
very real wealth and power. This whole situation 
bears another question:

Where are all the men? —Buddy Bell

Women for Syria

Chicago—On April 13, the Women’s March 
movement came together with supporters of the Syr-
ian people in a Day of Action for Syria. Candlelight 
vigils across the U.S. were held “to let the people of 
Syria know they are not alone.” They demanded the 
Trump administration accept at least 75,000 refu-
gees—as “the least we can do.”

It was a deeply moving evening of Syrian, Syr-
ian-American, and U.S. women’s voices. Hard as it 
was to keep our candles lit on a windy downtown 
plaza, the flame that counted burned brightly in the 
speakers’ words.

Suzanne Akhras, Syrian Community Net-
work: Last year, we took refugees to Washington, 
D.C., and stood in front of the White House to ad-
vocate increasing the number of refugees accepted. 
In 2015, there were only 2,000. Now in 2017, we only 
have 18,000. Isn’t that shameful? Only 18,000 in the 
entire U.S. Let us embrace refugees. Let us embrace 
all the undocumented brothers and sisters who are 
here. 

Noor: My husband was killed in the war. He 
died in one of the bombings along with other civil-
ians. I have two children. I came here a few months 
ago and everyone welcomed us. There was a time 
when no one wanted us. When I saw all the people 
who were at the airports rallying and chanting, “Let 
them in!” I wanted to go to the airport and hug ev-
eryone. Everyone has welcomed me and my children.

Becky Carroll, Stand With Aleppo: Last 
year, Wendy Widom and I founded Stand With Alep-
po out of frustration, anger, and disbelief over the 
deafening silence of our world and national leaders, 
as well as the media, who did so little while innocent 
women, children and families in Aleppo were living 
under the daily threat of death and terror. We didn’t 
know if anyone would listen or join us but our orga-
nization has grown globally.

Michelle Taylor, Stand With Aleppo: I re-
member where I was sitting when I first saw Omran, 
the child who was bombed in Aleppo. I looked in his 
face and I saw my son’s face. It isn’t lost on me that 
this image, which has become a symbol of Syrian 
suffering, was only seen five years into the crisis. 
There have been thousands of Omrans, who’ve lost 
their homes and families. Thousands have become 
casualties of war. I gave birth to my second child 
three weeks ago in a state of the art hospital. For 
that I am thankful. Yet I can’t stop thinking about 
Syrian mothers who have their children under un-
imaginable circumstances. These children are all 
our children. These women are our sisters.

Lina Sergie, Karam Foundation: I was born 
in New York City. I’ve lived half my life here and half 
in Aleppo. All that separates any of us from the 60 
million refugees that are roaming this world are our 
passports. A passport can’t be allowed to define who 
belongs and who is shunned, who lives and who dies.

I work with Syrian children and teenagers in 
camps in Turkey. We see kids who want to become 
animators and coders, architects and doctors. They 
want to rebuild their lives and to rebuild the world 
in a way that is kinder and more compassionate. I 
teach a workshop in how to draw floor plans and 
plans for cities. The children draw amazing cities 
with wide boulevards, gardens, homes, schools, and 
hospitals. Then on the edges they draw many little 
triangles. I asked them, what are these? They told 
me, that’s the refugee camp. Even in a perfect world 
they can’t imagine a city without a refugee camp.

Noura al-Masri, Amnesty International: I 
was born and raised in Damascus. As we were grow-
ing up, we weren’t allowed to say anything against 
the president or the government. On March 15, 2011, 
Syrians made history. We took to the streets saying, 
“We want freedom!” So the regime started killing 
people. We tried to keep it peaceful. In Daraya, an 
activist named Ghaith Matar was known as Little 
Gandhi. There is a film about him. How the revolu-
tion started is important to know. A lot of people say 
“civil war,” but in Syria there is no civil war. It’s a 
revolution. They are trying to end it with genocide. 
We need your help to keep the revolution alive.

—Marxist-Humanist participant

New York City—Washington Square Park was 
overflowing as over 4,000 women, many dressed 
in red, rallied to hear speakers denounce the anti-
woman steps of Trump’s administration and to speak 
of the need to deepen women’s unity. The majority of 
the speakers were young women of color. Musical en-
tertainment was provided by a self-described Jewish 
Mexican first generation American. 

After the rally, several thousand of us marched 
to the headquarters and main jail of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, the Varick Street Deten-
tion Center, and then to Zuccotti Park. 

Earlier in the day several hundred women ral-
lied at Trump Tower on Fifth Ave. and Trump In-
ternational Hotel on Central Park West, where over 
a dozen women were arrested for blocking traffic, 
including leaders of the Jan. 21 protests. 

—Natalia Spiegel

Day without women
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birth to death—prenatal care through hospice. No 
individual is likely to need all of it, but we will all 
need some of it eventually. 

“So, as a middle-aged childless man you resent 
having to pay for maternity care or kids’ dental 
care….Once you start down that road, it’s hard to 
know where to stop. If you slice and dice risks, even-
tually you don’t have a risk pool at all, and the whole 
idea of insurance falls apart.”
AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL

What insures the health of society is universal 
healthcare.  In the age of ominous spread of poten-
tially devastating epidemics like bird flu, tubercu-
losis, AIDS, Zika and Ebola—an injury to one is an 
injury to all. Literally. 

One infectious individual who is not iden-
tified, located, and cared for could spread 
disease and risk the health of all.  That’s why 
healthcare access must be extended to all, re-
gardless of citizenship, immigrant or financial 
status.

Healthcare is at its core a fundamentally social 
human activity to meet an essential human need. It 
is a social relation, not a product. The old and infirm 
or infants, those not strong enough to be vaccinated, 
are afforded protection by others taking on the re-
sponsibility of vaccination, thus affording herd im-
munity to us all.
MARX VS. SHIMKUS: NO CONTEST

Rep. Shimkus objects to valuing prenatal and 
maternity care, even in the face of ample scientific 
evidence that he would not have been born were it 
not for the hard labor of the maternity shop-floor. 
His sorry question goes to the heart of what Karl 
Marx pointed out, that the most fundamental hu-
man relationship, whether under capitalism, in pre-
capitalist societies or post-capitalism, is the man/
woman relationship. 

Unless and until our attitude to this essential 
question is confronted, we will not be ready to ad-
dress the question of solidarity sorely needed not 
only with respect to labor but also the current refu-
gee crisis.  The fundamental barrier to overcome in 
all these spheres is alienation, especially self-alien-
ation within the confines of alienated labor under 
capitalism.

Time Warner Cable 
workers strikeZapatistas support U.S. migrants

by J.G.F. Héctor
The Zapatistas, in their Feb. 14 communica-

tion, “The Walls Above, The Cracks Below (and 
To The Left)” (http://enlacezapatista.ezln.org.
mx/2017/02/16/the-walls-above-the-cracks-below-
and-to-the-left/), asked their supporters to organize 
themselves “according to [their] times, ways, and 
geographies, to support activi-
ties for and by those who are 
resisting and rebelling against 
expulsions.” That is, support 
for migrants, especially those in 
the U.S. 

The Zapatistas continued: 
“[I]t is necessary to say no to per-
secutions, expulsions, prisons, 
walls, borders, [as well as] to the 
national bad governments that 
are and have been accomplices 
to that policy of terror, destruc-
tion and death…The time has 
come to create solidarity com-
mittees with the criminalized 
and persecuted of humanity.”
COFFEE AND ART

The Zapatistas committed 
to helping the migrants too—
by sending, to begin with, “the 
works of art created by indig-
enous Zapatistas…as well as 
organic coffee produced by the 
indigenous Zapatista commu-
nities in the mountains of the 
Mexican Southeast. This is so 
that, through their sale, people 
can undertake artistic and cultural activities that 
will concretize support and solidarity with migrants 
and displaced people.”

A month later, the Zapatistas announced that 
the coffee was ready. At their seminar of critical 
reflection, which took place in Chiapas from April 
12 to 15, they delivered 7,000 pounds of coffee. With 
the coffee there was a message: “This support is un-
conditional…We are not going to tell [the migrants], 
‘This is what you have to do’…It is to support the 
struggle that they are carrying on, about which we 
tell them: ‘It is necessary that you get organized…as 
well as that you resist and rebel. How? This is what 
you have to think through.’” (http://enlacezapatista.

ezln.org.mx/2017/04/13/palabras-del-subcomandan-
te-insurgente-moises-jueves-13-de-abril-de-2017/)

Thus, the support that the Zapatistas are 
giving to the migrants is not just a practical 
or a moral one, but one full of revolutionary 
meaning. Why?

1) In order to produce 7,000 pounds of coffee, 
the Zapatistas had to work col-
lectively, therefore reinforcing 
their own organizational pro-
cess. Subcomandante Insur-
gente Moisés, from the Zapatis-
ta Army for National Liberation 
(EZLN), gives us a detailed 
description of this in the previ-
ously quoted communication.

2) With this economical 
support, the migrants will 
be more capable of going 
through the adverse condi-
tions they face in the U.S., 
thus becoming actual sub-
jects of resistance against 
Donald Trump’s racist poli-
cies.

3) Furthermore, the Za-
patistas are encouraging the 
migrants to get organized, not 
just in order to receive the cof-
fee or the money, but to “resist 
and rebel,” to keep on fighting 
for a world in which “every hu-
man being has the right to a 
free and dignified existence in 
the place that they deem best” 
(http://enlacezapatista.ezln.org.

mx/2017/02/16/the-walls-above-the-cracks-below-
and-to-the-left/).

The Zapatistas never impose on other subjects 
to tell them how to struggle. They just encourage us 
to do that. Of course, they constantly share their the-
ory and their practice so that we can recreate them 
in our own “times, ways, and geographies.” 
‘ZAPATISTA METHODOLOGY’

The proposal by the National Indigenous Con-
gress—of which the Zapatistas are a substantial 
part—about taking part in the 2018 election process 
(see Jan.-Feb. 2017 N&L, Letter from Mexico) is im-
portant precisely because it will allow the social sub-
jects nationwide to get to know the “Zapatista meth-
odology,” a method that seeks to unite practice and 
theory, voices from below and critical thought—and 
which, developed at its fullest, could mean a whole 
new beginning of revolution in Mexico and the world.

New York City—When Time Warner Cable be-
came Spectrum, the company promised a new deal 
for consumers and small businesses. But the new 
corporation launched an assault on its employees. 

One of the striking workers outside a Spec-
trum office in midtown Manhattan explained 
that they had gone out on strike at the end of 
March because the new corporation was slash-
ing pension and health plans, and because the 
workers had not had a union contract since 
2013. The combination of lack of a contract 
and the new cutbacks had left the workers no 
choice but to strike. 

On April 5 a spirited rally of several thousand 
union workers was held outside the Spectrum head-
quarters, receiving coverage from local newspapers. 
The union reported that Spectrum was bringing in 
scabs from out of state to replace striking workers. 
Earlier in the year, the New York State Attorney 
General, Eric Schneiderman, charged Spectrum and 
its parent corporation with deliberately deceiving 
consumers about their services. —Natalia Spiegel

Letter from Mexico

Chicago—Four women who do varied work at 
O’Hare Airport—from cleaning of airport facilities 
and airplane cabins to transporting passengers 
by wheelchair—described to activists in Chicago’s 
Rogers Park on March 25 their conditions of labor 
working for private contractors. They are doing what 
workers on the payroll of the airlines or the City of 
Chicago formerly did before the wave of privatiza-
tion of city services, but now without union repre-
sentation, prevailing wages, fringe benefits or en-
forcement of basic legal rights. 

Most workers spoke in Spanish through 
translators. One woman described how she 
worked cleaning restrooms for close to the 
minimum wage, but would frequently be work-
ing for nothing at all when forced to finish her 
excessive work on breaks, lunch or after she 
had clocked out. One pregnant worker with a 
doctor’s note for light duty was denied work 
she could have done and was laid off instead. 

Another woman who transported passengers to 
and from the gates by wheelchair said she was re-
quired to push two wheelchairs at once along with 
the luggage. This endangered the passengers in 
wheelchairs and nearby pedestrians and led to pre-
dictable back, shoulder and hip injuries for the work-
ers. They were paid at less than minimum wage, as 
if they were always tipped.

 The testimony of the women was part of their 
campaign to push an ordinance through the Chicago 
City Council entitling workers at city airports to pre-
vailing wages—$15 an hour would be a good start—
and prohibiting bosses from retaliating against em-
ployees organizing for a union. 

While 35 of the 50 Aldermen had signed on to 
the ordinance—not including the local Alderman, an 
ally of Mayor Rahm Emanuel—it will die if buried 
in committee. What is at stake is the human rights 
that airport workers have been fighting for.

—Bob McGuire

Boycott Wendy’s!
Chicago—Florida tomato pickers with the Coali-

tion of Immokalee Workers (CIW) and dozens of lo-
cal supporters demonstrated in front of the Wendy’s 
restaurant on Division Street on March 22. They 
were demanding that Wendy’s join other fast food 
restaurants in negotiating with the CIW farmwork-
ers. Wendy’s has not yet agreed to contribute, for the 
benefit of farmworkers, a mere penny a pound more 
for tomatoes they purchase. 

Immokalee workers have chosen this 
form of organizing to overcome the formida-
ble obstacles to traditional union organizing. 
Politically connected producers in Florida 
still expect to run their corporate farms like 
nineteenth-century plantations, regardless of 
labor laws or laws in general.

The weather was bitterly cold that day in Chica-
go, especially for those Immokalee workers who had 
come from Florida for the campaign, yet four partici-
pants risked frostbite by playing ukuleles with their 
bare fingers. Passing drivers honked in support, and 
pedestrians offered their own verbal support.

 The response from the restaurant manager was 
not to engage with protesters, but to send an em-
ployee out to the Wendy’s sign to spell out “Support 
Community Families In Need” on their marquee. 
That gave picketers the chance to explain to that 
employee why they were there.

—Immokalee workers supporter

Retirees help schools
Detroit—At least two communities in Detroit are 

forging new relationships with schools that have 
been labeled failing or low-performing or simply 
referred to as bad. The idea is that communities, 
neighborhoods surrounding the schools, can provide 
support to schools in ways that have only begun to 
be explored.

At Southeastern High School, parents, alumni 
and supporters have organized a 5K run fundraiser. 
At Henry Ford High School, retired teachers and 
community residents will assist a “Credit Recovery 
Program,” in which one teacher is helping 43 seniors 
who need to make up credits in order to graduate. 

Earlier this spring Henry Ford asked communi-
ty members to attend meetings with three different 
agencies sent to evaluate the school. All of the agen-
cies asked, “Why are the test scores so low?” We told 
them that years of chaos, changing administrations 
and characterization as a “bad school” were a tre-
mendous drain on the morale of students, parents, 
teachers and staff.

We also helped them see that, despite this, the 
school had fostered a strong family atmosphere. We 
pointed out student posters in the hallways telling 
the world what the school meant to them: “This is 
my family,” “The teachers care about us,” “Proud to 
be a Trojan.” Community members are arranging to 
provide ongoing support during the summer and the 
next school year. Residents, businesses and church-
es can all support the work of the school and promote 
the good things that are already happening.

—Retired Detroit teacher

O’Hare workers push 
for union rights

Join workers from Mexico in 
creating “the idea and the actions 

toward the construction of 
a new society, based on 
truly human foundations.”
Read and contribute 
stories from your shop, 
school and picket line to 
News & Letters. 
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Subscribe for only $5 a year.

From the cover of “The Walls Above, the Cracks Below 
(and to the Left).” The words read: “CNI: Let it shake 
the earth to its core.”
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

The cooperative form of labor vs. 
abstract labor and despotic plan

Editor’s note: As part of observing the today-
ness of Marx’s Capital on its 150th anniversary, 
we present Dunayevskaya’s essay, “The Cooperative 
Form of Labor vs. Abstract Labor,” dated March 
2, 1951. It is part of her work on what became 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today. All 
emphases are in the original. The piece has been 
slightly edited. All footnotes are the editors’.
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In our present society, where humanity is 
but a cog in a machine, the proof that the division 
between mental and manual labor—that attribute 
of all class societies—has, under capitalism, reached 
its apex, is self-evident.

With this truth shining forth amidst increas-
ing tensions, crises and wars, it becomes well-nigh 
impossible to have the worker fulfill the capitalistic 
function of machine-made higher labor productiv-
ity. The workers’ antagonism to the machine has 
traveled a long way from the time when they sim-
ply wished to smash it. Now what they want to have 
done with is their very work. They want to do some-
thing entirely different—express all their natural 
and acquired powers in an activity worthy of them 
as human beings.

They wish to appropriate the science, heretofore 
wholly incorporated into the machine while they 
were turned into its appendage. They feel that in-
deed, in a much greater way than seems apparent to 
the naked eye. Their capacity to engage in a variety 
of activities, to change from job to job, to tinker with 
machines in off hours, to create things for their own 
use on government plus contracts is a good beginning 
to making the machine an extension of their pow-
ers rather than making them slaves to the machine. 
All that needs to be done now is that they and their 
fellow workers engage in a self-activity so different 
from their present work as to make the scientists in 
the cubbyholes outside the plants as unnecessary as 
is the capitalist inside the factory.

In no other way can a fundamental change 
in society be achieved. In all other ways capital has 
retained its domination over labor. Karl Marx was 
right when he insisted that only when cooperative 
labor replaced private labor from the ground up will 
social control become the natural attribute of indi-
viduals cooperating in labor and who have become 
thereby truly social individuals.1

Otherwise cooperation is a snare and a delusion, 
that capitalistic caricature of social control called 
private management of industry. That is to say, it is 
cooperative labor forced into the value form to which 
all concrete labors have been reduced by the “planned 
despotism” of capital.2 Just as there is no such ani-
mal as “abstract labor”—you must be engaged in a 
concrete activity, mining, tailoring, machine produc-
tion—so there is no true cooperative labor where the 
autocratic control over labor sets the pace the work-
ers must follow. It is the process of reduction of your 
laboring skill which transforms the labor process 
into a process of extraction of surplus value—that 
is, unpaid hours of labor. The capitalist’s “werewolf 
hunger” for unpaid hours of labor dominates over 
that labor process and also over technology which is 
constantly called upon to reduce the hours of labor 
socially necessary to produce commodities to win the 
battle of competition on a world scale.

Let us take another look at the form of co-
operation. Under capitalism it takes the form of val-
ue. But value in production means one thing, and in 
the market something quite different. In the market 
it means exchange-value or money and private prop-
erty. In production it means the time clock which sees 
to it that no matter what your concrete skill you pro-
duce so much and so much—a whole mass of abstract 
labor no different from that of your fellow workers, no 
matter what your individual, private skills are which 
fashion concrete commodities. But the capitalist 
doesn’t trust the clock in and of itself to set the pace, 
so he has a foreman over the belt-line. But suddenly 

1. See Marx, “The Civil War in France,” Marx-Engels Col-
lected Works, Vol. 22, p. 335.

2. See Marx, Capital, Vol. I (Penguin Books, 1990), p. 450. 
Page references in the text are to this edition.

you find that it isn’t just one foreman but a hierar-
chy of control over you [pp. 448-51]. Why? You can do 
the work, why all this composite of a Frankenstein 
monster? It is because neither you nor your fellow 
workers are interested in the work. In other words, it 
is a question of forcing you to labor and it is because 
it is forced labor that such a hierarchy is necessary. 
They are there to see that everything is subordinated 
to that one function, of extracting from you as much 
labor as possible. They are not there because it is 
not just you but many yous who are working, that 
is, not because labor is social, cooperative. They are 
not there because they work, or even know how very 
often, but only to exercise that despotic control which 
forces all your labors into that value form. 

Now the capitalist tries to identify his 
despotic control over labor with the social character 
of cooperative labor. But that you know is so much 
poppycock, only it isn’t a joke because he has all the 
cards in his hands and the only thing private belong-
ing to you—your capacity to labor—is of no value 
outside of the factory, so you 
continue to sweat it out. But 
you are not fooled. You know 
that the planned despotism 
in the factory arises not 
out of the cooperative form 
of labor, but out of the an-
tagonistic relationship be-
tween you and he who lords 
it over you. Marx knew that 
too, and that is why he so 
sharply separated the na-
ture of the cooperative form 
of labor from its capitalistic 
integument or value-form:

1) a) Cooperation, in 
itself, is a productive power 
of social labor, a power due 
to cooperation itself. 

b) Cooperation un-
der capitalism is forced into 
a value mold of undifferen-
tiated abstract labor which 
hides not only its concrete 
character but the division 
between paid and unpaid 
labor. Indeed cooperative la-
bor is allowed to function only to the extent that it is 
possible to produce surplus value or unpaid hours of 
labor. That is what the capitalist’s private property 
means, the labor of others.

2) a) Cooperative labor, in itself, allows the la-
borer to strip off “the fetters of the individual and 
develop capacities of his species.” [p. 447] That is to 
say, not you alone make a commodity but you and 
your fellow workers. In losing a skill you have also 
acquired however a new, a social power. 

b) Cooperative labor, under capitalism, ne-
cessitates control by a whole army of foremen, su-
perintendents, straw bosses, big bosses, etc. Planned 
despotism thus “takes on forms peculiar to itself” [p. 
450], the hierarchic structure due first to the capi-
talist’s having been relieved of actual labor and the 
labor of superintendence, and then due to the neces-
sity of ever greater masses of abstract labor. Reduc-
ing a human to a cog in the machine, you begin to re-
alize is no small matter and it is this which requires 
the monstrous creation of monotony, speed-up, uni-
formity, listlessness and more speed-up.

3) a) The “peculiar form” of the planned despo-
tism is also due to the fact that the laborers have sold 
their individual, isolated labor power but since there 
are many such laborers, the capitalists must make 
cooperators out of them, but cooperators who must 
fructify with their living labor the value of the past 
labor incorporated in the machine but which is in ac-
tuality labor of the laborers themselves in alienated 
form. And just as that past labor no longer belongs to 
the laborers, so the living labor of these cooperators 
no longer belongs to themselves, having been sold to 
the capitalist. These cooperators are now appended 
to the special working mechanism also belonging to 
the capitalist. This is no longer just a machine; it 
is capital, a social relationship of production estab-
lished through this instrument, the machine, which 
has long ago been alienated from the laborer.

b) So that, while cooperation in itself re-
quires social control by masses, under capitalism 
cooperative labor means capital’s management of in-
dustry, “which is an attribute of capital as in feudal 
times the function of general and judge were attri-
butes of landed property” [p. 451].

4) Finally, the new power that cooperation, in 
itself, is cannot develop freely and fully under such 
conditions for while it must fit into the value form, 
its human capacities are thwarted. The social power 
of labor which appears as the productive power of 
capital is indeed a capitalist caricature of this new 
productive power which will release its energies only 
when it becomes the new center of gravity of a new 

social order.
We can view cooperative labor from another 

angle, the division of labor….The seeming planless-
ness of the social division of labor as it is reflected in 
society, that is, in the market, is in truth the direct 
opposite in the factory where it turns out to be the 
undisputed authority of the capitalist [p. 450]. While 
the detail function of the laborer remains a technical 
necessity in the manufacturing period, in the move-
ment from manufacture to machinofacture, the ma-
chine sweeps away the technical reasons for “the an-
nexation of the worker to a detail function” [pp. 491, 
614, 618]. But while this undermined the subjective 
authority of the capitalist, it encrusted the planned 
despotism with the objectivity of the machine, which 
took over the disciplining of labor [p. 508].

It is here, says Marx, that dialectical materialism 
separates itself not only from the vulgar materialism 
of capitalism, but also from the abstract material-
ism of natural science, and in history and its process 
sees the truth; there is no development of technol-

ogy outside of this historic process 
[p. 494n]. And so it happens that 
technology does not mean the free-
ing of the laborer from his function 
as an appendage of the machine, 
nor of the lightening of his labor, 
nor of any “abstract” development 
of the productive forces other than 
through the sweat of the worker. 
The fact therefore is that whether 
the capitalist is there “in person” 
or not, or whether the technology 
“in itself” needs the detail laborer 
or a man fit for a variety of func-
tions, the worker is confronted 
with an already existing material 
condition of production. He can do 
nothing but subordinate himself to 
it, to this alien force. Management 
over social labor which in manufac-
ture was “purely subjective” is now 
“purely objective” [p. 508].

But here, too, is “the ab-
solute contradiction” [p. 617]. 
The nature of modern industry 
necessitates variations in labor, 
fluidity, mobility, while, in its capi-

talistic form, it reproduces the old, ossified division 
of labor. The latter is the condition of laboring for 
one separated from his instruments of labor. While 
the workers’ revolt moves from the fight against the 
instrument of labor to struggles against the capital-
istic misuse of that instrument, the capitalist ideolo-
gist discovers the “stupidity” of fighting against the 
machine which gives him power over nature. In other 
words, while the worker discovers that, although they 
first enslaved him, his tools can actually gain him 
freedom—once the division of mental and manual la-
bor were done away with—the bourgeois economist 
tries to spirit away his present enslavement:

“The contradictions and antagonisms insepa-
rable from the capitalist employment of machinery, 
do not exist, they say, since they do not arise out of 
machinery as such, but out of its capitalist employ-
ment! Since therefore machinery, considered alone, 
shortens the hours of labor, but, when in the service 
of capital, lengthens them; since in itself it lightens 
labor but when employed by capital, heightens the 
intensity of labor; since in itself it is a victory of man 
over the forces of nature, but in the hands of capital, 
makes man slave of those forces; since in itself it in-
creases the wealth of the producers, but in the hands 
of capital, makes them paupers—for all these rea-
sons and others besides, says the bourgeois economist 
without more ado, it is clear as noonday that all these 
contradictions are a mere show of the reality, and ma-
chinery considered in itself, that as a matter of fact, 
they have neither actual nor a theoretical existence.”3

But the contradictions aren’t just “show” 
but the historic truth. Indeed, there is no technology 
outside of this historic development of capitalism. The 
abolition of the division of labor would mean its burst-
ing out of the old value form and an entirely new mode 
of labor in an entirely new form appearing. The im-
manence of this breaks down entirely the psychology 
of civil society. The worker balks at the productivity of 
labor as a capitalistic function of order, monotony, uni-
formity, intensity which is entirely at variance with 
the nature of modern industry, which needs variation 
of labor, a fully developed social individual [pp. 617-
18], and shows this antagonism in the anarchy and 
authority, in the order and catastrophes of society 
which lives under a Damocles sword: the penalty of 
death hanging over capitalist production for not hav-
ing developed the worker’s humanity. But rather than 
“giving in,” capitalism becomes more autocratic, more 
hierarchic in structure, more monstrous in content.

3. Pp. 568-69; quoted here from Capital, Vol. I (New York: 
International Publishers, 1967), p. 441. Emphases add-
ed by Dunayevskaya.

The self-organization of the masses in Paris in 1871, 
in which women played a leading role, helped Marx 
deepen his philosophy of liberation.
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ing jobs or training programs to equip workers with 
skills for the jobs of tomorrow. The crucial questions 
to ask are: What is meant by the phrase “job cre-
ation”? What are the jobs of tomorrow? Politicians 
won’t have a definitive answer to those questions be-
cause they cannot actually create jobs or determine 
the jobs of tomorrow. But politicians can create gov-
ernment subsidies that amount to corporate welfare.

The dictates of capital create and determine 
the jobs of the future. Enormous tax deductions are 
given to corporate interests to locate in areas where 
operational cost is low, which now is the practice of 
politicians and private interests in economically de-
pressed areas of the country. This, of course, pres-
ents a unique challenge. But it must be met to fur-
ther unmask the inhumanity of capital.
NO MORE ‘COMMUNITY POLICING’

There is also the need to challenge the proposi-
tion put forth to calm opposition to state policing. 
No longer can “community policing” be seen as the 
answer to police violence. 

“Community policing” implies an inclusive 
nature to policing where community members 
would have an active role. Policing in the con-
text of capitalism is one-sided. It only serves to 
deepen the divisions in communities of color. 
Having the police in communities of color who 
know and have a relationship with the people 
does not automatically translate into less po-
lice violence. 

The militarization of police and its concentra-
tion in communities of color creates a volatile mix. 
That is why our focus must be on the culture of po-
licing, its purpose under capitalism and its disman-
tling so as to establish a humane form of “commu-
nity policing.”
BEHIND PRISON WALLS

Throughout this country the movement of pris-
oners is at an all-time high. In general, prisoners 
are questioning the idea of criminality, specifically 
when there appear to be inherent biases in the rules 
and regulations that govern the administration of 
prisons. 

The biases manifest themselves in the form of 
obstructions to prisoners having the ability to ex-
press their humanity. In other words, prisoners have 
taken control of their lives by employing the initia-
tive and amassing credible literature and developing 
self-help programs unique to their culture.

Prisoners like this are preparing to assume 
their role as participants in the creation of a human-
ist society.

continued from p. 1

Detroit—For the 50th anniversary of the 1967 
Detroit Rebellion, the Detroit Historical Museum 
received a flood of donated oral histories, home mov-
ies and photographs, revealing the unfinished chal-
lenges in that event. Based on this collection, the 
movie 12th and Clairmount was created. The rebel-
lion statistics still shock: 49 people shot to death, 
over 7,000 people arrested, hundreds of homes and 
businesses burned to the ground. In response, News 
and Letters Committees immediately issued Black 
Mass Revolt. (See www.rayadunayevskaya.org/Ar-
chivePDFs/3526.pdf.)

The Detroit Rebellion began with a raid on an 
after-hours bar on the hot, humid night of July 23, 
1967. The all-white police expected a dozen people 
and found 85. Black residents gathered, pouring out 
their rage against decades of police mistreatment. 
In the face of police dismay, the Black community’s 
individual grievances became a challenge to the col-
lective social abuse by the white power structure.
‘WHITE AND BLACK SHOPPING TOGETHER’

The film shows Black looters, old, young, men, 
women. One short segment quotes a young man who 
said whites participated too. Charles Denby, the 
founding editor of News & Letters, wrote in Indig-
nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal that “the re-
volt was primarily against the police and shop own-
ers—large and small—who were known or believed 
to be gouging Blacks and poor people…But it wasn’t 
Blacks looting alone. In many places it looked like 
whites and Blacks were shopping together—only 
they weren’t paying for what they got.” 

To its credit, the film did not sugarcoat 
brutality, whether police or National Guard or 
military. Tanks roll down 12th St. Hundreds of 
people living near burned businesses lose ev-
erything. A police officer angrily tells a young 
man to go home—the boy points to his house, a 
charred wreck. White police beat up a 14-year-
old boy who has done nothing. 

Although people believe “the riots” caused a 
mass exodus of white residents, small businesses, 
and factories from the city, as realtors whipped up 
whites’ fear of Blacks moving into “their” neighbor-
hoods, it began right after World War II. 

Bill McGraw, a journalist/producer of 12th and 

Stop jail censorship!
Charlotte, N.C.—I am a subscriber to Prison Legal 

News (PLN), a publication that reports on case law 
development and news stories pertinent to prison-
ers’ rights and prison conditions of confinement (see 
prisonlegalnews.org). PLN regularly features com-
mentary that is critical of prison officials.

Although incarcerated individuals retain a right 
to speak and read ideas that are critical of those who 
incarcerate them, the Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s 
Office has decided to censor PLN due to its political 
and legal content. 

This, in my view, constitutes a frontal as-
sault on a basic freedom that we enjoy as crea-
tures of intelligence, that is, the ability to ex-
press and absorb ideas, even when such ideas 
are offensive to those in power. Any summary 
suppression of even unjust criticism carries 
with it an ominous threat of summary sup-
pression of all criticism.

The Sheriff’s Office not only failed to provide 
either actual or constructive notice of the blanket 
ban of PLN, but they subsequently alleged, after the 
fact, that PLN contains material or “topic matter” 
deemed “inappropriate,” an analysis intended to 
curtail an individual’s ability to read, study and dis-
seminate information relative to prisoners’ rights.

Sheriff Irwin Carmichael has been made 
aware of the circumstances surrounding the 
censorship of PLN—but he has refused to take 
any steps to remedy the wrongdoing of the 
staff.

I am encouraging anyone who wishes to help me 
achieve a resolution of the above matter to submit 
a letter of complaint to Sheriff Irwin Carmichael, 
Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office, 801 E. 4th St., 
Charlotte, NC 28202, protesting the unlawful cen-
sorship of PLN. You may also reach me directly, at 
Raheem Taylor, #449889, Mecklenburg County Jail, 
P.O. Box 34429, Charlotte, NC 28234 for further in-
formation about this issue. 

My fight with the Mecklenburg County Sher-
iff’s Office over the censorship of PLN will inevitably 
play out in the court, but outside voices have always 
been an indispensable part of the prisoners’ rights 
struggle. —Raheem Taylor

NY healthcare rally 
Albany, N.Y.—In early April over 500 people ral-

lied at the Capitol in support of a bill that would 
provide universal healthcare for all people living in 
New York State. 

Professional organizations representing nurses 
and other medical personnel participated, as did 
feminists from National Women’s Liberation. The 
bill has passed the lower house of the legislature on 
two occasions but has been held up in the Senate by 
a bloc of Democrats closely allied with the Republi-
cans. That bloc initially consisted of four Senators, 
but is now down to one, Simcha Felder of Brooklyn. 

Supporters of the bill have vowed to keep the 
pressure on to get it out of committee, and have it 
voted on by the whole Senate and then signed by 
Governor Cuomo. The groups supporting the bill 
lobbied the rally and have launched a postcard cam-
paign to persuade the recalcitrant senator to sup-
port the bill. More action is expected when the Leg-
islature returns from its Easter break.

—Natalia Spiegel

Futureless people
Olney Springs, Colo.—The other day I realized 

that most of us prisoners are the “futureless people.” 
When we are in the joint (at least at a CoreCivic one) 
we are given no job skills or vocational training. Ex-
cept for what we see on TV, we are isolated from the 
outside world. 

In Corruptorado we are given long sentenc-
es—5, 10, 20 or 30 years—for almost any “crime.” 
When we are finally released by a parole board that 
would rather not parole anyone, the only jobs we can 
get—especially with the “felon box” on most employ-
ment applications—are low-level crap jobs. Burger 
flipping, floor mopping, perhaps transient vegetable 
or fruit picking are all first choice for us felons.

I wonder if part of Donald Trump’s hidden agen-
da is to replace all those jobs now held by undocu-
mented immigrants with the formerly imprisoned? 
After all, while we are in prison we are slave labor, 
and when out on parole we can only take jobs al-
lowed by the Parole Officer. It is a continuation of 
our slave status. We have little or no future of get-
ting free of The System. We are the futureless.

My opinion, and I hope I am wrong, is that the 
only thing that will bring down the U$ injustice sys-
tem is what brought down Tsarist Russia—a revolu-
tion—a complete overthrow of the government. A so-
cialist revolution. Remember, no fascist government 
ever willingly gives up power. —Dylan Funk

Richmond, Calif.—On March 11 a group of im-
migrant rights and prisoner rights activists held a 
demonstration outside West County Detention Fa-
cility, the largest immigrant detention facility in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. Signs included: “We 
are a nation of immigrants,” “Care, Not Cages,” “No 
Trump, No Pence, No Wall, No Fence,” “ICE: Igno-
rant, Cruel, Evil,” “Those who do not move do not 
notice their chains—Rosa Luxemburg.”

While this particular demonstration was small, 
it is crucial even in the “progressive” Bay Area. 
Trump is turning up the heat on anyone protecting 
immigrants. For example, he threatens to take mon-
ey away from local governments that have sanctuary 
city policies that may prevent local police from coop-
erating with ICE. 

Newly leaked plans from Homeland Security 
show they will break down the distinctions in the 
rules that recognize immigrants as civil detainees. 
Previously sheriffs had to provide translators for im-
migrants whose first language is not English and 
English-speaking advocates in disciplinary hear-
ings, and to have a health care professional evaluate 
requests for medical care within 24 hours. The new 
rules will treat immigrants as criminals.

There is an abiding resistance to Trumpism 
here. While businesses in California want immi-
grants as farm or tech workers, many immigrants 
strongly support labor union struggles and a revo-
lutionary opposition to capitalism’s inhumanity. On 
Feb. 16, the Day Without Immigrants, a surprising 
number of local businesses were forced to close. The 
fight for immigrants is a fight for our own future.

—R.K.

1967 Detroit Rebellion, 50 years on
Clairmount, said that by 1967 100,000 jobs had been 
lost to automation and 350,000 people had moved 
out. The filmmakers stated that 12th and Clair-
mount shows the world of the 1967 rebellion, yet 
they took viewers six years beyond, to the election of 
Detroit’s first Black mayor, Coleman A. Young. 

In the final scene two toddler boys are playing 
outside, when the white child opens his arms and 
fervently hugs his Black friend. Is this merely a 
“feel-good” ending, or an inspiration to dig deeper 
into the 50 years since the Detroit Rebellion? 

The film leaves it to the viewers to confront to-
day’s deeper racial and economic segregation. Lively 
debates ensued as the audience dispersed. They 
promise that this film can help continue the impor-
tant discussion.  —Susan Van Gelder

‘Care not cages’
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READERS’VIEWS
WOMEN VS. REACTION
“Women take the lead against 

world retrogression” (March-April 
N&L) stresses the importance of phi-
losophy as a needed foundation for a 
movement. Without that you can be 
someone who goes into thoughtless 
action. My friends and I went to a 
protest because it was advertised as a 
women’s rally, only to find that it was 
run by a group we would never want to 
join.  Activist

Midwest
***

The article takes up events 
not only as demands to stop 
specific actions or legisla-
tion. It reveals the underly-
ing humanism that makes 
the movement revolution-
ary. Trump expresses an 
ideology that sees women 
as objects to be manipulat-
ed. That ideology is at the 
forefront in a new way, and 
yet it is the ruling ideology of 
this country from its beginning. 
Opposing that puts you on a collision 
course with the basis of the whole sys-
tem. The relationship the article takes 
up between philosophy and the move-
ment is necessary when groups like 
ANSWER say they are for women’s 
rights, and yet are silent about the 
struggles of women in countries that 
they think of as anti-imperialist.

 Feminist
Southern California

***
I just read the March-April N&L 

and was moved by many articles but 
especially page two and the articles 
“Prisoners: ‘Shout Their Names’” and 
“The Disappearing L.” The other parts 
of the paper were also moving. I want 
to echo Adele’s statement on “the im-
portance to all women of preserving 
ones’ history.” Sue

Chicago
***

Battles over high school dress 
codes have become a national phenom-
enon, with students as young as nine 
years old being sent home or suspend-
ed for “inappropriate” clothing. One 
school in Massachusetts even tried 
to ban women students from wear-
ing headscarves, a decision that was 
reversed. But the battle goes on. Stu-
dents are learning to use social media 
to bring these atrocious actions to the 
attention of the public and to shame 
the school administrators responsible 
for them. Natalia Spiegel 

Queens, N.Y.

•
WOMEN AND PHILOSOPHY
N&L is the only revolutionary 

Left paper I’ve read. I understood and 
appreciated Dunayevskaya’s “Wom-
en’s Liberation in Fact and in Philoso-
phy.” Susan B. Anthony was a singu-
lar person, for women’s rights only.

Working woman
Ann Arbor, Mich.

***
“Women’s Liberation in fact and 

in philosophy” (March-April N&L) 
speaks of the need of developing an 
emancipatory philosophy together 
with revolutionary action. We cannot 
“pick up philosophy en route” or we 
will end up picking up aborted revo-
lutions. Philosophy may seem scary. 
However, there is an emancipatory 
philosophy that helps us unite revolu-
tionary practice and theory—a unifi-
cation needed if we want to give birth 
to a new society. Dunayevskaya refers 
to this as: “the kind of philosophy we 
have that will determine if we con-
stantly check ourselves to see what 
has to be opened up, and enable us to 
see ourselves not as the fragmented 
people class society makes of us.” This 
emancipatory philosophy achieves its 
greatest power when it is “adopted 
by”—or arises from—the movements 
from below. The role of intellectuals 
is to help this philosophy come to life 
from within the actions and thoughts 
of the subjects in resistance. The or-
ganizational practice of intellectuals, 
consisting in developing such a polit-
ical-philosophical relationship with 

the movement from below, is crucial. 
I think that is what Dunayevskaya is 
encouraging us to do, so that we don’t 
leave philosophy out of the revolution-
ary equation. J.G.F. Héctor

Mexico City

•
SYRIA AND HUMANITY

Your web statement 
“Trump won’t smash Assad’s 
genocidal regime—support 
the Syrian Revolution!” is im-
portant because it supports 
the human social revolution 

ongoing in Syria, despite mas-
sive brutal repression. The main-

stream media fail to distinguish 
between “the rebels”—revolutionaries 
fighting against Assad’s brutality and 
for human values—and the reaction-
ary ISIS that wants to turn Syrian 
society into a theocracy. A lot of people 
are not aware of the “two worlds” with-
in the Syrian civil war. Some people I 
talk to question Trump’s motives, yet 
still defend Assad and question the 
veracity of the gassing reports. There 
is also a lot of disgust with anti-war 
protests that excuse his regime. Even 
though the mainstream media keep 
pointing out that there will be no re-
taliation against the use of conven-
tional murder weapons, they are still 
silent about the death toll from recent 
attacks by the U.S. and Russia and 
the proxy regimes in Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia against their own citizens.

Susan
Detroit

•
SUPPORT TRANS CHILDREN!

I’m outraged that numerous 
Transgender and gender nonconform-
ing children in supportive homes are 
removed by Child Protection Service 
organizations. Often neighbors and 
others report the children are being 
neglected or abused. Therefore, I was 
heartened to learn of a protest orga-
nized by Trans Liberation Collective 
with the supporters of a Chicagoland 
Transgender girl and her family. They 
demand she be returned home and 
that she and her family be treated with 
dignity. Judge Balanoff, who oversees 
this case (currently in continuance), 
the State’s Attorney, the Cook County 
Guardian’s office, and Cook County 
DCFS rep Halema Townsend all mis-
gendered 
the girl. 
Townsend 
testified that 
the mother 
was forcing 
her child to 
identify as 
a girl. The 
defense has 
not, so far, been allowed to testify. The 
girl is being forced to live as a boy and 
away from her family. Many families 
are selective about whom they talk 
to because they are afraid that Child 
Protection Services will remove their 
children. I encourage readers to go to 
www.familydefensecenter.net to learn 
more about how to stop these remov-
als.

 Supporter
Chicago

•
ANIMALS AND US

The meat we eat is compromised 
by antibiotics, insect poisons, and 
hormones to speed animals’ growth 
and swell their muscles. Animals that 
should roam are kept in pens, pollute 
neighborhoods in factory farms, re-
quire about nine times more water per 
pound of food than grains—and even 
more than that for grass. The grains 
they are fed make them sick, thus con-

tribute to global warming because of 
massive belches and farts—just like 
what happens to us when we eat some-
thing that we incompletely digest.

 January
Chicago

•
REPRESSION VS. JUSTICE
I can relate to the article “Parole is 

broken” by Robert Taliaferro. We have 
a similar issue here in Corruptorado. 
At each parole hearing only about 4% 
of the eligible will be paroled. Those 
paroled are mostly young, with violent 
charges—the ones most likely to re-
turn to prison via new charges. Those 
over 50 years old are seldom given 
parole, as, I believe, the parole board 
knows that they seldom re-offend and 
go back to prison. The real majority in 
the U$ is composed of Black, Brown, 
Native American, LGBT and poor peo-
ple. But as all too many of them don’t 
vote, then they allow the labor aris-
tocracy, old white heterosexuals and 
almost all white rich people to control 
the vote, putting fascists like Trump 
in office. So the U$ is not a democracy, 
and the government/politicians do not 
want a real one.

 Prisoner
Olney Springs, Colo.

***
The Alabama Senate approved 

legislation giving church “police” the 
same powers as real ones. A mega-
church with police powers. Mike Pence 
and Donald Trump already pretty 
much have that at the federal level, 
but for Alabama to do this in such a 
literal way—wow! Will the church po-
lice arrest pregnant women who they 
learn may be considering abortion? 
Will they put a gun to the head of an 
unmarried, pregnant teen and force 
her into marriage; conversion therapy 
at gunpoint? A Black kid with a hoodie 
walks in to pray? What would these 
people who support this do if a mosque 
requested their own police force. What 
about historically Black churches, 
like the one where white supremacist 
Dylann Roof murdered nine? Hmmm. 
What about synagogues that are un-
der attack? How eager would these 
congressmen be then to pass such a 
law? Observer

Illinois

•
WHY READ N&L?

N&L gives voice to the concerns 
of the underdog and the underserved, 
and all those issues that provide little 
or no financial or moral incentive to 
mainstream media. In N&L those con-
cerns of the layman that mainstream 
media gloss over in abstract and im-
personal statistical brushes are given 
a tangible touch that’s instructive and 
comprehensive on their interaction 
and effect on the lives in question. As 
a prisoner, I know that feeling of hope-
lessness that N&L works so hard to 
banish.

 Prisoner
Kenedy, Texas

***
I enjoy your articles; they are al-

ways informative. It is touching to say 
the least that the world is full of people 
of every creed and color who are lack-
ing advantages and being oppressed 
by the rulers. It is even worse for 
those who find ourselves incarcerated. 
Thank you for being our voice and con-
tinue to speak loudly and proudly for 
all of us in the struggle.

 Prisoner
Bowling Green, Fla.

***
N&L relates a lot to me and not 

only because I find myself without my 
freedom. It lets me be aware of the 
things that are going on around the 
world with big government that takes 

people’s freedom away and they don’t 
even know it. It lets me be aware that 
the struggles don’t just end when one 
leaves prison; that it’s a lifelong battle 
to a better life for future generations. 
On behalf of the Native American peo-
ple in here, I thank you for your N&L. 
=OHO= Prisoner

Kenedy, Texas

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

Since being fortunate enough to 
come in touch with N&L, I’ve truly be-
come a politicalized prisoner. Anyone 
who reads your periodical can’t help 
but do the same. It’s a pot of gold in its 
national and international perspec-
tive. If I must ask something be add-
ed, it’s coverage of the use of indefinite 
solitary confinement. Being a Georgia 
state prisoner of torture for the last 15 
years, I’ve found it’s a very overused 
form of torture. Many use all forms of 
actions—courts, violence—to get out, 
but the saga continues without an end 
in sight. Prisoner

Jackson, Ga. 
***

Editor’s note: Although we cannot 
print all articles we receive, we urge 
you to write us what you want to say. 
Your experience can tell us what soli-
tary confinement really means, as an-
other prisoner has done with regard to 
prison censorship (p. 5).

***
The Lif-

ers’ Group, 
Inc. (L.G.I.) 
is seeking 
information 
from other 
states per-
taining to 
commuta-
tions/compassionate release/elderly 
release. Once compiled, this informa-
tion will be posted online. See other 
L.G.I. reports at: www.realcostofpris-
ons.org/writing. (Out of state inmate-
to-inmate correspondence is okay. If 
you are seeking a response and cannot 
receive inmate correspondence, please 
provide an alternative address.) Con-
tact: 

Daniel L. Holland, c/o Lifers’ Group
MCI-Norfolk, 2 Clark St., Box 43

Norfolk, MA 02056-0043.
***

My time incarcerated has left 
me aware that there can be no justice 
where the interaction between govern-
ment and the people is guided by a 
profit motive. I have already watched 
a friend die because medical care was 
withheld from him, and no amount of 
money will ever restore his lost life. 
I have been in solitary confinement 
for three months with no hearing or 
release date. Inmates in solitary get 
less than one hour out of their cells a 
day. I haven’t seen the sun since April 
2016. Please allow me a subscription 
to N&L, it will be shared and adored 
by others in a similar situation.

 Prisoner
Portsmouth, Va.

To our readers in prison—
Prisoncrats sometimes choose 

to return an issue to us undeliv-
ered, but if you have been moved—
to another prison, or within the 
same prison—the USPS will not 
forward newspapers. Help us keep 
N&L in your hands by letting us 
know your change of address, in-
cluding when you are released. 
When you leave prison your donor 
subscription can continue to your 
new address for one additional 
year.

We welcome your contribu-
tions to N&L and for our website. 
There are some things we cannot 
provide. We do not match up pen 
pals. N&L cannot help prisoners 
with individual legal cases, and we 
cannot offer legal advice or access 
to attorneys. We don’t have the re-
sources to do that work. But this 
paper is a place where the voices 
of people engaged in struggles in-
side and outside prison walls can 
be heard speaking for themselves. 
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with genocide, war, and the effects of climate change 
on the rise, and with the threat of nuclear war esca-
lated by Trump’s access to the apocalypse button.1

FINDING THE OPPOSITE TO CAPITALISM
While fascism is the transformation of liberal 

democracy into its opposite, its roots lie within capi-
talism. Both fascism and capitalism need to be ne-
gated. But the absolute opposite to capitalism can-
not be found in the dialectic of counter-revolution. 

Rather, the absolute opposite to both is the 
dialectic of revolution. It is therefore neces-
sary to look to the negativity inherent in the 
freedom movements that grow out of capital-
ism’s dissolution, because this negative con-
tains a positive in itself: the potential to create 
a new society on human founda-
tions, subjects of revolution to 
carry it out, and elements of the 
vision and philosophy for doing 
so. 

The point of revolutionary activ-
ity, thought, and organization today 
is to unloose, to liberate, that posi-
tive in the negative. And it is clear 
that Trump’s extremism has sparked 
massive protests and other actions 
that have brought out many thou-
sands of people new to activism, as 
well as many who had not been active 
for years, and has engendered new 
questions and rethinking.
TRUMP’S ENGINEERED CHAOS 

Trump in power, with the guid-
ance of advisers like Steve Bannon, 
Sebastian Gorka and Stephen Miller, 
is working to disorient and under-
mine that negativity from below by 
plunging the U.S. into a “giddy whirl 
of self-perpetuating disorder,” as 
G.W.F. Hegel put it. 

Bannon and Miller crafted 
the Muslim ban in a way guar-
anteed to generate tumult. They 
are creating chaos not only domestically but 
globally, arrogantly alienating allies, fueling 
far right movements in Europe, stirring hos-
tility in China—which was not fully quelled 
when Trump meekly capitulated by endorsing 
the “One China” policy he had questioned—
and other countries, and calling into question 
longstanding international arrangements.

Central to Trump’s exercise of power is speech, 
though he is deliberately vague. He is constantly ly-
ing and yet is praised for “telling it like it is.” What 
he is expressing is the totally false consciousness of 
capitalist self-estrangement—the fear of losing that 
racist, sexist, class-ridden alienation that defines 
his entire identity as a dominator, the desperation 
of stifling human self-activity that might break 
through the alienation. Hegel got his number:

“The language expressing the condition of disin-
tegration, wherein spiritual life is rent asunder, is, 
however, the perfect form of utterance for this entire 
realm of spiritual culture and development….It is the 
oneness expressed in the identical judgment, where 
one and the same personality is subject as well as 
predicate….The content uttered by spirit and uttered 
about itself is, then, the inversion and perversion of 
all conceptions and realities, a universal deception of 
itself and of others. The shamelessness manifested in 
stating this deceit is just on that account the greatest 
truth.”2

For Hitler and Stalin, the biggest lies were not 
just an attempt to fool people but often a declaration 
of purpose. When Trump and his cronies label the 
press as the enemy of the people, they are announc-
ing what his administration intends to destroy even 
if they do not yet have the power to do so. The same 
is true when they label civil servants who do not bow 
to him as the traitorous “deep state,” or independent 
courts as “so-called judges” making the U.S. weak. 
When he rants about making war on “radical Is-
lamic terrorism,” it is a promise to bring to fruition 
the apocalyptic reality of war against all Muslims, 
as well as to disregard the terrorism of white racists 
and anti-abortion fanatics.

Trumpism flows from a social order that is ne-
gating itself but is desperately trying to stifle the 
positive in that negative, the embryonic new society. 
In this grave crisis, Trump’s counter-revolution is di-
rected not only against the forces of revolt but against 
the rival capitalist political party and even against 
the party he captured and heads, as he alternately 
rages against Paul Ryan and against the “Freedom 
Caucus” that opposes Ryan from the Right. 

The installation of a flailing yet still extremely 
dangerous administration may seem accidental, af-
1.  “Morning Joe” host Mika Brzezinski reported that 

Trump told her last December, “Let it be an arms race. 
We will outmatch them at every pass and outlast them 
all.”

2.  Hegel, The Phenomenology of Mind (Harper & Row, 
1967), pp. 540, 541, 543.

ter a resistible rise made possible by the establish-
ment Republicans’ underestimation of the reality 
TV star and an election victory in which he lost by 
nearly three million votes. But it is through such 
contingencies that essence forces its way to appear-
ance, and fascism is a native outgrowth of capital-
ism—in this case the very specific racist capitalism 
of the U.S.—that has been gnawing for decades at 
“democratic” institutions. 

The machinery for fascism has been pre-
pared by decades of the steady swelling of 
militarism, the secret surveillance state, the 
criminal injustice apparatus, and the execu-
tive power of the president, and the steady 
withering of constitutional and legal limits 
on all of those, in both Republican and Demo-
cratic administrations, with only a temporary 

reversal after Watergate.
Nevertheless, as shown by the collapse of 

Trumpcare, the downgrading of advisers like Ban-
non and Kellyanne Conway, and the continuing op-
position to Trump from below, the administration 
has no guarantee that it can exploit this disorder—or 
in Trump’s cultish phrase this “mess” that “I alone 
can fix”—to consolidate power and smash opposi-
tion. Quite the contrary. The gathering revolt and 
questioning of the foundations of this decaying soci-
ety reveal an opening for a movement toward tearing 
up the system by its roots and laying the foundations 
for a new, truly human society.

In the face of the very real opposition from below, 
Trump’s claims to have won a majority indicate his 
aim to turn his mass base into a majority of voters 
by crushing opposition and making America white 
again, blocking nonwhite immigrants and nonwhite 
voters and expanding the imprisonment of Blacks 
and Latinos. Attorney General Jeff Sessions has al-
ready started rekindling the racist drug war, dereg-
ulating forensic “science,” and attacking restrictions 
on the police such as consent decrees, while howling 
lies that the crime rate is skyrocketing.
MAKING AMERICA WHITE AGAIN

Though it is far short of a majority or “man-
date,” Trump did succeed in building a mass base for 
fascism, which is dangerous enough. Despite the il-
lusions of some commentators, this is not a huge up-
surge of populism that speaks for a so-called “white 
working class.” He was able to leverage his base—
which is overwhelmingly white and drawn from all 
classes, especially the middle class—with the help 
of a high-tech operation by a segment of the ruling 
class, exploiting social media, vast marketing data-
bases encompassing virtually all voters, and other 
tools, spearheaded by people like hedge fund mogul 
Robert Mercer, who is close to Bannon’s Breitbart 
News. 

That high-tech media manipulation, com-
bined with racist propaganda and the mech-
anisms of racist rule from slavery’s electoral 
college to Jim Crow’s suppression of votes, 
anointed a candidate rejected by the majority. 
Yet commentators both mainstream and radi-
cal pontificate as if Trump is the tribune of the 
working class.

He is, however, a tribune of white supremacy. 
Trump has few firm beliefs, but racism and sex-
ism have been constant features of his career. Race 
thinking as a driving ideological force was central to 
Nazism and is now central both to the construction 
of Trumpism’s mass base and to the direction of his 
administration. The normalization of fascist racism 
is in the tradition of the worst side of U.S. history. 
The Marxist-Humanist work American Civilization 
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard sketches U.S. 
history, and traces how Black masses fought and de-
normalized racist institutions, from slavery to Jim 

Crow. In the last few years, Black Lives Matter has 
made strides in tearing off the veil of normalcy from 
the routine police killings of Black Americans.

That is not to deny the importance of fighting 
the acquiescence to fascism. Part of that normaliza-
tion is the capitulation to Trump by the ruling class 
and many of its political and cultural representa-
tives, even those who opposed him. It is also seen in 
intellectuals who are rationalizing the new form of 
appearance of fascism, for example, those who still 
regard Trumpism as the end of neoliberalism. On 
the contrary, it is an intensification of neoliberal-
ism’s attacks on the working class and the less capi-
talistically developed countries, with the exception 
of a mostly rhetorical distancing from trade agree-
ments and offshoring.
THE DISORIENTATION OF THE LEFT

That rationalization can be seen in disoriented 
Marxist groups like the Platypus Society, which re-
printed “Who’s afraid of Donald Trump?” by Boris 
Kagarlitsky, reinforcing his pose as a revolutionary 
Marxist. This Russian so-called dissident, whose 
Institute receives Kremlin funding and who pals 
around with fascists from Russia and a number of 
European countries, thunders: 

“The defeat of financial capital, no matter who 
brings it about [he assures us that Trump will do it], 
would open a new era in the development of Western 
society, inevitably strengthening the working class, 
and reviving its organizations. It is Hillary [Clinton] 
who embodies the most reactionary project in terms 
of modern capitalist development.”3

He oddly parrots Trump’s attacks on Clinton, 
including attacking her as a tool of Goldman Sachs, 
from whose top ranks Trump has drawn several high 
administration officials. Kagarlitsky’s rhetoric could 
have come straight from the fascist U.S. alt-right: 

“And the spread of political correctness, in turn, 
historically coincides with the ‘financialization’ of the 
economy….[Trump] consolidate[s] the social groups 
that have suffered under the dictatorship of politi-
cal correctness”—that is to say, straight white men, 
cast here as working-class victims with justified 
grievances against “multiculturalism and political 
correctness….Trump’s propaganda is effective, not 
because, as intellectuals believe, it resonates with the 
feelings and prejudices of the people, but because it 
reflects their real interests….he consolidates the voic-
es of millions of white (though not just white) work-
ing people, who are fed up with political correctness.”

One wonders how Platypus could fail to recog-
nize that the article sounds exactly like a paid publi-
cist’s weak excuses to sell his product: “Building the 
wall would create hundreds of thousands of jobs, not 
only in the U.S. but also on the opposite side of the 
border….Trump’s statement that Mexico will finance 
the wall is not hair-brained [sic] either.”

Even “Trump’s offensive remarks about 
women” become a positive: “[W]ould these 
women vote for him even if Donald showed more 
tact?...[D]espite these statements (or possibly 
even because of them), bully Trump is gaining 
a reputation as a ‘real man,’ rough, but sincere, 
whom you can rely on and be attracted to, if you 
are not highly educated.”

After Trump’s inauguration, Kagarlitsky con-
tinued to defend Trump and smear left protests 
against him.4 But what are we to expect from the 
Platypus Society, whose leader Chris Cutrone wrote 
last year:

“Trump promises to govern ‘for everyone’….There 
is no reason not to believe him. Everything Trump 
calls for exists already….Why not Trump? For which 
the only answer is: To preserve the status quo. Not 
against ‘worse’—that might be beyond any U.S. Pres-
ident’s control anyway—but simply for things as they 
already are. We should not accept that.”5

It is clear by now how wrong the pundits were 
in believing that “America First” rhetoric meant 
any decrease in military intervention abroad. On 
the contrary, it has turned foreign relations in an 
increasingly military direction; stepped up military 
activity in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Somalia and Afghani-
stan; and issued threats to Iran, North Korea, China 
and even Mexico.

II. The capital relation 
What provides an enduring base for today’s 

alienations is the way current society is structured 
on the split between the human being and one’s own 
activity: alienated labor. The heart of capitalism is 
the domination of dead labor over living labor, that 
is, the living worker is dominated by dead labor or 
past labor materialized as capital taking forms such 
as machines, money, oil, commodities. The way a 
worker has to follow the dictates of a computer or a 

3.  Platypus Review #88, July-Aug. 2016.
4.  “The Choices for the Left in the Age of Trump,” Coun-

terpunch, Feb. 7, 2017. Counterpunch is popular on the 
Left despite, or because of, its truckloads of absurd pro-
paganda, including deniers of the Holocaust and of the 
Bosnian genocide.

5.  “Why Not Trump?” Platypus Review #89, Sept. 2016.
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production machine; the way production keeps grow-
ing out of all proportion to the availability of jobs; 
the way the economy seems to have a mind of its 
own, constantly eliminating jobs yet producing more 
and more greenhouse gases on the march to climate 
chaos; the way the very design of social media and 
most of cyberspace is driven by the need to sell ever 
more to the user—these are manifestations of the 
domination of dead over living labor. This is at the 
heart of capitalism’s drawn-out crisis.
CAPITAL’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY

On the 150th anniversary of the 1867 publica-
tion of the first volume of Karl Marx’s Capital, this 
takes on new importance precisely because Trump 
embodies capital in a way that revels in its alienated 
being. He seeks to build a mass base by posing this 
alienation as the national essence and hallowed tra-
dition that must be rescued from forces of revolt. It 
is no accident that his rhetoric merges the defense of 
“American families”—tacitly equated to patriarchy, 
men’s right to abuse women, and the marginaliza-
tion or worse of LGBTQ people—with protection of 
“our borders” from immigrants and foreign economic 
competition and with getting rid of welfare. To fight 
Trumpism without trying to overturn the roots of the 
alienation he represents is like accepting a premise 
and objecting to the conclusion that follows from it.

The domination of dead labor over living 
labor is so utterly inhuman yet so much the 
foundation of daily life in this society that it 
appears natural and to question it appears ir-
rational. The fetishism of commodities is what 
Marx called this normalization of the capital 
relation. (See “The cooperative form of labor 
vs. abstract labor and despotic plan,” p. 4.)

That the economy proceeds on the basis of slave 
labor of millions worldwide, the toil of millions more 
right here in the U.S. for less than a living wage, 
vast wealth in the hands of a few while two billion 
people lack safe drinking water, a constant churning 
that wipes out thousands of jobs monthly, periodic 
recessions like the one in 2008 that wipe out even 
more jobs and dispossess millions of their homes and 
pensions, daily life lived under the looming shadow 
of climate catastrophe, world war and genocide—all 
of this appears to be a normal part of life, and fight-
ing it appears futile. 

And yet living labor, the Subject, can never be 
totally absorbed by dead labor. The normalization is 
always contested. We fight it and must fight it. 

Its absolute opposite is the philosophy of 
liberation that grasps the totality of this so-
ciety, its contradictions as the basis of negat-
ing it and the inherent subjects of revolution 
as pointing in a totally different direction of 
human self-develop-
ment. Alienation in 
capitalism is also ex-
ploitation, oppression, 
fetishism. It is crucial 
to overturn in thought 
and in social relations; 
otherwise, the capital-
ist premise will lead 
back to another form 
of deadly counter-rev-
olution.

Automation—re-
placing workers with 
computers, robots and 
other machines—is a pal-
pable form of ever-grow-
ing domination of dead 
labor over living labor. 

It is the biggest 
source of the destruc-
tion of jobs and the replacement of higher-paid with 
lower-paid jobs and of full-time jobs with part-time, 
temporary, “gig economy,” or other precarious jobs. 
That is the story of the 21st-century economy. Retail 
jobs are disappearing by the tens of thousands every 
month, and few of those people will find jobs driving 
the delivery trucks or stocking the warehouses for 
online shopping that is replacing stores. Meanwhile, 
capitalists are rushing to perfect driverless vehicles 
and get rid of truck drivers.
ORGY OF SCAPEGOATING 

Yet ideologues like Trump try to distract us 
from automation’s toll by pointing instead to im-
migrants and international trade as the enemies of 
workers. Democrats like Obama and Clinton answer 
only by quoting economists who claim that automa-
tion brings new jobs in computer programming and 
the like, and by advocating a few more dollars for 
retraining workers, which has a poor track record in 
getting people jobs with decent pay. It is also true 
that the Democratic Party has tailended Trump by 
only noting the unemployment of white workers, 
while Black unemployment remains as always twice 
that of whites, and many Black neighborhoods have 
experienced generations of concentrated poverty, 
unemployment and segregation.

Automation today spells out unemploy-
ment, precarious employment, destabilization 
of the middle class, bleak prospects for many 
youth, deep economic crisis from which there 
is currently a respite that provides little help 
to many and may soon end. It unravels the so-
cial fabric, spreading isolation and substitut-
ing online ideological echo chambers for com-
munity.

It also spells out a powerful impetus to revolt. 
On the one hand, fascism’s revolt pretends to oppose 
“elites” but aims to bring new life to capitalism by 
duplicating more fully its despotism in the political 
as well as economic arena. On the other hand, the 
revolt of labor, especially the lower and deeper layers 
of workers, reaches to overturn the capital relation.

The absolute opposite to capitalist alienation is 
freely associated labor. At the same time, overturn-
ing this oppressive society and establishing new hu-
man relations involves the dialectic of revolution, 
of the self-developing subject as masses in motion, 
as manifested in all the forces of revolution as rea-
son—and philosophy as force of revolution. What is 
needed is to develop the single dialectic in thought 
and in reality, as seen in the relationship between 
race, class, sex, philosophy and organization traced 
in American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as 
Vanguard and Women’s Liberation and the Dialec-
tics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future.

III. U.S. forces of revolt as reason; 
philosophy as force of revolution

The Women’s March on Washington on Jan. 
21, 2017—which ended up being a women’s march 
worldwide—was unprecedented. But it was not 
alone the size—the largest march on Washington 
and more people marching in the U.S. than ever be-
fore. The Women’s March on Washington organizers 
did not plan for what actually came to pass: women 
marched in almost every country on earth in historic 
numbers.

This is the hallmark of a movement: spontane-
ous actions and uprisings, one not knowing about the 
other but each catching what the founder of the phi-
losophy of Marxist-Humanism, Raya Dunayevskaya, 
called an idea whose time has come. The headline 
in the March-April issue of N&L articulated it as: 
“Women take the lead against world retrogression.”

What women sensed was the putrid smog of 
counter-revolution—of the determination of the 
Trump gang to roll back every freedom women had 
fought for in the last 100 years. Some of his minions 
even joked about denying women the right to vote.

That’s one reason marchers’ demands were pro-
foundly feminist and at the same time not limited to 
a single issue. They were broad: against discrimina-
tion—and not only against women, but immigrants 

and refugees, people of 
color, Trans people, peo-
ple with disabilities and 
LGBQ people; they were 
for economic justice—the 
fight for a $15 minimum 
wage, to keep the Afford-
able Care Act, to fund 
Planned Parenthood, and 
for not only equal pay but 
decent pay.

They demanded 
women’s right to con-
trol their own bodies 
and in the broadest 
possible way—abor-
tion as a human right, 
accessible and free. 
The demand for re-
productive justice was 

not limited to the right to abortion. Women 
demanded to keep the Affordable Care Act, 
which mandated free contraception of wom-
en’s choice, made it illegal to charge women 
more for health insurance than men and pro-
vided prenatal care as preventive care that 
must be covered. 

Reproductive justice is what women are de-
manding, what people like Loretta Ross and orga-
nizations like SisterSong and Trust Black Women 
Partnership have defined as including “the human 
right of every Black person, regardless of their gen-
der identity or expression, to end a pregnancy, con-
tinue a pregnancy, build a family, and raise children 
with health, dignity, and freedom from violence.”6

The reality of Trump’s retrogression is that 
Black women, women of color, poor women and chil-
dren will be the most cruelly impacted by his reac-
tionary policies, from defunding Planned Parent-
hood to reinstating and broadening the global gag 
rule, destroying the birth control mandate even if 
other parts of the ACA survive, breaking apart fami-
lies with inhuman immigration and refugee policies, 
destroying Medicaid, possibly Medicare, and going 
after all safety net programs from food stamps to the 
6.  See “Women as Reason: Trust Black Women in solidar-

ity with Black Lives Matter,” March-April 2016 N&L.

WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) program. 
Destroying these programs and organiza-

tions means more women and children will 
die, more will suffer. Already across the devel-
oping world close to seven million women ex-
perience life-threatening complications from 
self-administered or illegal and back-alley 
abortions from which 68,000 die every year.7

Trump’s policies will only add to the carnage 
and bring it home.

Compared to the breathtaking scorn Trump-
ism has for anyone not male, white, rich and in the 
Republican orbit, the women’s marches expressed a 
humanism that transcends anything our present so-
ciety has to offer. This makes what women are doing 
worldwide revolutionary.
THE UNIVERSALITY OF WOMEN’S DEMANDS

It is no accident that the Women’s March came 
on the heels of Black Lives Matter and the Arab 
Spring. Black Lives Matter demonstrated the power 
of a particular struggle as a way to make real what 
freedom has to mean for everyone. The Arab Spring 
showed that history is not made by “great men,” but 

by ordinary people who, when they come together, 
can create real democracy in the streets, bring down 
dictators and transform the world. The intensity of 
counter-revolution makes it that much more crucial 
to hold onto the high points achieved in struggle.

The present-day events follow 50 years of a 
Women’s Liberation Movement that arose out of 
the Left and the Civil Rights Movement. Consider 
how the Particular of Black Lives Matter impacted 
the Women’s Movement, remembering that women 
of color have always been not just a “part” of the 
women’s liberation movement, but its lifeblood and 
brains. 

The call that “Black Lives Matter” has al-
ways been to show that the Particular—Black 
people in the U.S. and worldwide—are a vital 
part of the Universal of humanity. This is the 
Particular that is Universal—the demand to 
be seen as human, to be treated as human, to 
be allowed to live and develop as part of the 
totality of humanity. That is why participants 
stress that in saying “Black Lives Matter” they 
are saying all lives matter. Otherwise the uni-
versal of “all lives” is an abstract universal 
that refutes itself by excluding Black lives that 
have always been central to the quest for free-
dom in the U.S.

While not every one of those millions in the 
marches on Jan. 21 recognized this, Black Lives 
Matter has spoken to and penetrated the conscious-
ness of tens of millions. Blacks and people of color 
have been and are a part of those 50 years of the 
Women’s Liberation Movement and the movement 
today. So the idea that a particular struggle of wom-
en—women who are Queer, who are of color, who are 
poor, who are immigrants, who are disabled—is a 
powerful force and Reason for freedom, for everyone, 
is understood by the movement in a new way.
THE MOVEMENT’S MANY PARTICULARS

Among the many other struggles that continue 
to put this civilization on trial and counter it with 
an underlying humanism that needs to be made ex-
plicit and met by the movement from theory:

• Black Lives Matter and Fight for $15 came 
together for nationwide “Fight Racism, Raise Pay” 
protests on April 4, the anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s assassination.

• Immigrants and supporters are not only 
fighting Trump’s Muslim ban, they, especially the 
undocumented from Latin America, have spurred 
the spread of sanctuary churches, sanctuary cit-
ies, and what may soon be the sanctuary state of 
California.

• The movement at Standing Rock lost a battle 
when state, federal and tribal authorities combined 

7.  “Trump Makes the Global Gag Rule on Abortion Even 
Worse” by Margaret Talbot, The New Yorker, Jan. 25, 
2017.

The continuous miner—the machine that decimated coal mining jobs 
when it was introduced in the coal fields in the late 1940s. It can mine 
as much as five tons of coal a minute.

Hundreds of thousands of women participate in the Women’s March 
in Chicago on Jan. 21, 2017, joining with the national Women’s 
March on Washington.
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to evict its main resistance camps, but it continues 
to fight the Dakota Access Pipeline and to express 
a reason that demands to be heard. Led by Native 
Americans, this struggle has energized both Indig-
enous opposition to colonialism worldwide and op-
position to pipelines in the U.S. and Canada.

• Prisoners carried out an unprecedented na-
tionwide prison strike last year that highlighted and 
resisted slave labor as a continuing phenomenon of 
racist U.S. capitalism. 

One of the most logical opponents of fascism 
would be the labor movement. Whereas many work-
ers—especially Black, Latino, and women—recog-
nize Trump as anti-labor, the top ranks of the trade 
union bureaucracy have at times groveled to coop-
erate with him. At the same moment that Trump 
signed authorization for any and every pipeline, he 
voiced his demand that the steel be U.S.-made, but 
then immediately waived the requirement so that 
steel from Russia and China could be used. 

Leo Gerard, head of the United Steel Workers, 
refused to criticize that action and sidestepped it by 
talking about enforcing the trade rules and about 
U.S. workers standing with their employers to de-
feat foreign competition. Richard Trumka, head of 
the AFL-CIO and supporter of Dakota Access and 
all pipelines, has normalized Trump by repeatedly 
meeting with him. The common thread appears to 
be conceding working-class whites to Trump, rattled 
by the fact that fewer white workers voted for Hillary 
Clinton than for Obama. 
THE FAILURE OF LABOR LEADERSHIP

At the time of the 1949-50 coal miners’ strike, 
there were half a million union miners. Automation 
reduced that number to 100,000 by the end of the 
1950s. Now mountaintop removal, cheap fracked 
natural gas and low world oil prices have left far 
more retired and ex-miners than working miners to 
listen to Trump’s empty promises to bring coal back. 
Will trade union bureaucrats chase the union mem-
bers they fear are racist and anti-immigrant and end 
up representing only them? 

A true movement of labor would work to 
bring white workers alongside Black and La-
tino workers, men alongside women, and dem-
onstrate their need to coalesce with all the 
forces of revolt. That includes environmen-
tal movements, as methods of extraction like 
strip-mining and fracking—and, yes, the bot-
tled-water industry—take an increasing toll 
on the planet’s natural “infrastructure.”

Beyond that, the gathering revolt and open 
questioning of the foundations of this decaying soci-
ety reveal an opening for a movement toward tearing 
up the system by its roots and laying the foundations 
for a new, truly human society. That can only happen 
when the forces of revolt coalesce with the philoso-
phy of revolution. To Dunayevskaya:

“…when a fundamental fact of man’s existence 
eludes him, when he cannot penetrate through the 
objective and yet does not wish to turn to external 
forms to explain it away—be they gods, fetishisms, 
or vanguard partyists—he digs deep down to find the 
meaning of his actions.

“This is the pivotal significance of philosophy.”8

IV. International crises 
On March 30, in coordinated statements, 

Trump’s Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and UN 
ambassador Nikki Haley announced that, in Haley’s 
words, U.S. policy toward Syria was “no longer to fo-
cus on getting Assad out.” This was not unexpected.

The green light Trump had already given 
Assad’s ally, Russia’s Vladimir Putin, for the de-
struction of Free Aleppo, its revolutionary people 
and their institutions, spoke more clearly than any 
diplomat. At the same time, we have seen the con-
tinuing escalation of U.S. bombing of Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen result in hundreds of civilian deaths under 
the guise of “anti-terrorism.” Here is the kept prom-
ise of a racist election campaign. 

These massacres complement Trump’s at-
tempts to ban Muslims from entering the U.S. He 
has viewed all Muslims (including those who might 
be Muslim by virtue of name or birthplace) as being 
compromised by their religious identity. 

On the morning of April 4, the genocidal 
Assad regime attacked the civilians of the Free 
Syrian town of Khan Sheikhun in Idlib with 
deadly and illegal sarin gas. At least 91 people 
died, including 33 children. Whole families 
were decimated, with anguished survivors 
transformed into mourners in a few cruel min-
utes. To add to the horror, Russia bombed the 
hospital where the injured had been taken.

These attacks were meant to amplify the re-
gime’s leaflet drops over revolutionary areas: You 
have been abandoned by the world. Surrender or die.

The attacks exposed the lie that the world had 
been living since August 2013, when Assad’s sarin 
massacre of over 1,400 in East Ghouta led to a “deal” 
8.  “The Need to Transform Reality,” Aug. 31, 1963, #3279 

in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, p. 13.

between the U.S. and Russia to “turn over” Syria’s 
supply of chemical weapons. Far from justice, this 
deal was a green light for attacks with all conven-
tional weapons and an opening for Russia to come 
to Assad’s rescue with air power in 2015, which now 
sees Russia burning out Free Syrian towns with 
phosphorus, thermite and napalm.
TRUMP FEARS THE FREEDOM MOVEMENTS 

It is the people’s revolutionary struggles that 
must form the ground for approaching these devel-
opments, including Trump’s unexpected Tomahawk 
missile attack on the Syrian military base from 
which the sarin attack was launched. It was a lim-
ited response—Assad was warned of it by Russia, 
and a few days later the airstrip was back in action.

Trump was forced to this response by the pres-
sure of massive, unprecedented protests like the 
worldwide women’s marches and airport occupa-
tions, which have continued most recently in the 
“Show Your Taxes” demonstrations April 15 and the 
April 22 March for Science. These protests against 
his misogyny, racism, xenophobia, homophobia and 
robber baron policies have given anti-Trump ele-
ments of the ruling class the spine to oppose him 
more narrowly over his and his closest advisers’ 
shady ties with Putin.

Trump was forced 
to respond to Putin’s 
flagrant breaking of 
the unprincipled and 
false 2013 deal with 
President Obama. 
Despite some harsh 
rhetoric, though, his 
attention soon wan-
dered to North Korea. 
Meanwhile Assad and 
Putin escalated their 
bombing campaign, 
attempting to annihi-
late the liberated sec-
tion of Daraa as they 
did of Aleppo and con-
tinued their campaign 
of ethnic cleansing.

At the same time the Syrian Revolution persists. 
It continues to oppose Assad and ISIS/al-Qaeda. The 
absolute commitment to human-to-human commu-
nication found in places like Kafranbel, Maarat al-
Numan, and Aleppo—forged by Muslim and “secu-
lar” revolutionaries alike—has been a form of theory 
in itself, an expression of revolutionary humanism.
HUMANISM OF THE SYRIAN REVOLUTION

That essence of the Revolution was seen on 
April 16 when a terrorist car bomb (most likely sent 
by ISIS) killed over 30 Syrian rebel fighters along 
with over 70 civilian evacuees from Assad loyalist 
areas. In the wake of this, Free Syrian Army fight-
ers joined with civilian White Helmets, as well as 
Assad loyalist soldiers, to rescue victims. No distinc-
tion was made between Sunni and Shia, and both 
Free Syrian and pro-Assad victims were treated at 
nearby Syrian American Medical Society hospitals.

It was the vision of a different Syria made 
real in the face of absolute terror. It’s no sur-
prise. Free Syrians have stated no less than 
this clearly and relentlessly for six years. 

Nothing more starkly reveals how deeply today’s 
ideological retrogression has polluted the Left as the 
influence of those who defend Assad as “anti-imperi-
alist” and deny the existence of revolution in Syria.9 
It reveals a Left that refuses to surrender to capital-
ism but surrenders anyway by implicitly abandoning 
revolution as a realistic goal. It perceives no positive 
in the negative because it assumes the masses to be 
backward as a given. It sinks into pure negativity—
the mirror image of Trump—defining itself entirely 
by its opposition to U.S. imperialism. 

They therefore thoughtlessly pass again and 
again from one position to its opposite. This section 
of the Left opposes the alt-right yet emulates them, 
mainlining the same type of fake news as Trump 
followers, even touting some of the same articles, 
as long as they say what these self-declared anti-
imperialists want to hear. In their anti-imperialist 
zeal they parrot the propaganda of a competing im-
perialism—Russia and its mouthpiece RT (Russia 
Today)—and tout the authority of former military 
officers and CIA agents who proclaim Assad’s inno-
cence and the nonexistence of the revolution. 

They bounce from proclamations that Hillary 
Clinton is a far worse imperialist than Trump, to 
rushing after the Nov. 8 election to take over anti-
Trump marches. Denouncing Trump’s bombing of a 
Syrian airbase—while keeping silent on his killing 
civilians by bombing schools, mosques and houses 
9.  For one, John Bellamy Foster reduces the entire Arab 

Spring to a component of “a series of U.S.-led wars and 
regime change in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, 
and North Africa” and “the attempt by the United 
States, NATO and Saudi Arabia to bring down the 
Assad regime by supporting surrogate pro-Salafist 
forces” in his tediously pretentious “Neofascism in the 
White House,” April 2017 Monthly Review.

in Syria and Iraq—they find time to mention how 
much worse Clinton would have been and to portray 
Trump as not much different from Obama.

The deadliest weapon of mass destruction in the 
Syrian conflict has been the lie that there is “no good 
alternative” to Assad, echoing the bourgeoisie’s “no 
alternative” to capitalism. As never before, the ne-
cessity for revolutionaries to be motivated by an idea 
of what we are for, the social revolution, and not just 
by what we are against, becomes clear and pressing. 

The U.S. Women’s March reaching out to Syr-
ians was an important reiteration of a connection 
that has existed since the Arab Spring revolutions 
began at the same time as the Georgia, U.S., prison-
er strike, and soon thereafter Egypt’s Tahrir Square 
found a mutual affinity with the Madison, Wisc., 
workers’ occupation. (See “Women for Syria,” p. 2.)
HUMAN SOLIDARITY VS. FASCISM

The state of Europe today illustrates the central 
importance of this kind of revolutionary solidarity. 
This is seen with Brexit in the UK and its ensuing 
“carnival of reaction” targeting foreign workers. It is 
seen in the threat of Marine Le Pen and the fascist 
National Front in the French elections (see “French 
elections,” p. 12). It is seen in the widespread rise 

of the Far Right sup-
ported by Putin and 
Trump and some-
times funded Russia. 
A fascist narrative 
threatens to close off 
the idea of human 
solidarity altogether.

Europe’s fu-
ture is haunted by 
the specter of the 
Brexit-era UK and 
of Hungary, where 
the Right has per-
haps gone furthest in 
achieving state pow-
er. In 2016, Britain 
sent a shock through 
world politics by un-

expectedly passing the racist, anti-immigrant refer-
endum on leaving the European Union. 

Poet George Szirtes, who immigrated to Britain 
after the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, said recent-
ly that the Leave campaign’s “rhetoric called forth 
certain demons….It called forth the firebombers. It 
called forth those who immediately set upon elderly 
widows of French and German birth who had lived 
in the country for decades and taunted them by ask-
ing when they were going home. It called forth the 
teenagers on the Manchester tram who demanded a 
Black American get off it. It called forth the murderer 
of Jo Cox.… 

“What I am suggesting is that that which was 
successfully suppressed after [the racist] Notting Hill 
[riot] in 1958 was inarticulate and still struggling 
for maneuver in 2016 when it finally found an outlet 
in the referendum campaign. The end of empire had 
found its cry. Hence the fury. Hence the demons.”10

That rage at the end of empire is about as far 
from socialism as one can get. Even if, at times, it 
uses a version of “anti-capitalist” language. Yet a 
significant part of the Left remains deluded about 
the politics of Brexit, as if it held some progressive 
aspect that a formula could release.11 It is a “Marx-
ism” reduced to anti-establishment fetishism. It 
alienates this Left from that majority of youth, na-
tional minorities and workers who opposed Brexit. It 
fumes as the Right entrenches itself in state power.
THE IMPORTANCE OF HISTORIC MEMORY 

False narratives of history result from denying 
the historic moments of human solidarity, which 
have created high points of revolution. In Europe 
this can be symbolized by Hungary’s right-wing Fi-
desz party government’s removal of a modest statue 
of revolutionary thinker Georg Lukacs from a public 
park. On the prodding of the neo-Nazi Jobbik party 
with which they share power, they are doing this—
not so much because Lukacs was a Marxist but, even 
more shamefully, because he was a Jew.

By eliminating his memory, they would 
like to wipe out the truth of Hungary’s 1919 
revolution, and even more so of 1956, when 
Lukacs, after decades of capitulation to Stalin-

10.  Address to a Southampton University symposium on 
“The legacy of Brexit: Mobility and citizenship in times 
of uncertainty,” March 31, 2017. Posted at https://shi-
razsocialist.wordpress.com/2017/04/02/george-szirtes-
the-immigrant-at-port-selda/.

11.  For example, from the UK Socialist Worker: “It’s not 
true that the main factor behind the Leave vote was 
racism against migrants—as polls keep showing. It 
was a way of punishing the elite and mainstream poli-
ticians. There’s an anti-establishment feeling in Brit-
ain that can be turned into resistance” (“Don’t lump 
together Brexit and Trump,” Feb. 21, 2017). As if the 
non-Marxist and deliberately vague terms “elite,” 
“mainstream” and “anti-establishment” constituted a 
serious theoretical proof of something! And the clause 
about polls is absurd in light of concrete reality.
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Angry citizens in Philadelphia demonstrate as part of a national action on April 
15, 2017, demanding Donald Trump reveal his tax returns.

7beachbum commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=58085277
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ism, joined in the people’s uprising against 
Russian “Communist” imperialist rule. As 
Dunayevskaya pointed out, it was the Hungar-
ian Revolution that brought Marx’s 1844 Man-
uscripts out of the archives and helped make a 
philosophic category of Marx’s humanism.

In place of Lukacs’ image, Hungary’s current 
rulers would place a medievalist statue of St. Ste-
phen of Hungary, the alleged founder of their state. 
Europe’s Right employs such images both to sum-
mon up thoughts of the Crusades, and to falsify the 
real history of class struggle—as if centuries of mass 
movements of workers, wom-
en, national minorities, anti-
imperialists, and others had 
never fought for freedom and 
won concessions from these 
unholy states.

With the fall of Commu-
nist Party rule in 1989, the 
introduction of “free market” 
policies opened space for the 
old anti-Semitic Right to 
present itself as representa-
tive of “the people,” the real 
Hungary, which was being 
exploited by globalization. 
In other countries in Europe 
this has led to both ideologi-
cal confusion and genuinely 
interesting political devel-
opments: Syriza in Greece, 
Podemos in Spain, “Unsub-
missive France” today.

In Hungary it led to the 
revival of anti-Semitism, to a 
paramilitary “Hungarian Guard” attached to Jobbik 
that has hid behind law-and-order rhetoric to attack 
the minority Roma population, and to a xenophobia 
that has hunted down and brutally beaten immi-
grants and has begun to isolate them in shipping 
containers, a form of torture that it is feared will 
spread to other countries. Oozing from that milieu 
comes Trump’s Deputy Assistant to the President 
Sebastian Gorka, who as a Hungarian political lead-
er publicly endorsed a violent anti-Semitic militia.

Yet Hungary 1956 remains a beacon, both for its 
revolutionary workers’ councils and for its revival of 
Marx’s humanism. At such a moment, revolutionary 
thought becomes the historic memory if it comes to-
gether with current subjects of revolution. 

V. Lies, facts and ground 
Fascism believes it can impose its will on objec-

tive reality, and does not shrink from rewriting his-
tory both past and ongoing, even where people can 
check it immediately, in the service of imposing its 
ideology on the minds of all. 

So fascistic is the Trump administration that it 
has repeatedly flirted with Holocaust denial, such 
as White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer’s de-
nial that Hitler used chemical weapons on “his own 
people.” That is only one aspect of the extremity of 
alienation’s retaliation against thought trying to 
break its bonds. Truth itself is under fire. That in-
cludes science in a way that recalls the heyday of 
Hitler and Stalin. 

Not only have the administration and Con-
gress declared war against funding for climate 
research and harassed climate scientists, they 
are erasing data.12 They are, however, consid-
ering funding a “red team” of agenda-driven 
“skeptics” that would criticize the consensus 
of 97% of climate scientists and fabricate alter-
native explanations of global warming.

Some of the oil-company-funded climate “skep-
tics” were leaders of the tobacco companies’ cam-
paign to discredit science that showed how deadly 
tobacco is. They are using the same approach: create 
uncertainty with pseudo-scientific claims counter-
ing rigorous research. Trump uses the same tactic 
on a broader scale, as did Hitler and Stalin to great 
effect: lie so outrageously and frequently that people 
will get confused, throw up their hands and give up 
trying to figure out what is true or false. This shame-
less “universal deception of itself and of others” is 
not confined to punditry and sleight of hand but is 
actually driving policy in both the White House and 
Congress to such an extent that it provoked a March 
for Science on Earth Day, April 22. (See “Scientists 
march to safeguard truth,” March-April N&L.)

The corporate press does not understand that 
fascism doesn’t care about facts, science, history or 
reasoned arguments, but rather the manipulative 
appeal to emotions and prejudice. A substantial 
part of the Republican Party has been acting that 
out for years, as seen in everything from mandating 
that textbooks falsify the history of the Civil Rights 
Movement to forcing doctors to lie to patients about 
abortions. The Texas House of Representatives even 
passed a bill taking $20 million away from clean air 
12.  See “I am an Arctic researcher. Donald Trump is delet-

ing my citations,” by Victoria Herrmann,” The Guard-
ian, March 28, 2017.

funding, giving it to “crisis pregnancy centers” that 
pretend to be clinics and lie to women about abor-
tion. Resistance to this ideological assault cannot 
stop merely at fact-checking, which may unwittingly 
normalize it, or even at punching Nazis and prevent-
ing them from speaking. 
PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION

What is needed is to establish a totally opposite 
ground, that of liberation. It is a question of grasp-
ing the transformational subjectivity inherent in 
objective reality, as a negative containing a positive 
that needs to be released—what Hegel called “the 
objective world whose inner ground and actual per-

sistence is the Notion.”
Consider what Raya 

Dunayevskaya wrote in a 
different context:

“Piling up facts upon 
facts, ‘as such,’ is not going 
to make us see the direction 
of the absolute opposite of 
these counter-revolutions 
we have been tracing. What 
will make us perceive, and 
not only perceive but develop 
actions against that counter-
current and for the forward 
movement, is the dialectical-
philosophic analysis which 
considers facts, too, not 
empirically, but in the way 
Hegel described facts: ‘Fact 
emerges out of ground.’…

“We have often said, 
beware of taking your op-
ponent’s ground, or you will 
have lost even if you are 

right and he/she is wrong, for you will have lost the 
principle in which the facts were grounded….

“If we add to this question of Fact the whole of 
the objective world, and see that it, too, is one-sided 
unless we see that objective world with its ingrained 
subjectivity, we will not see both what is meant about 
totality and how, at this critical juncture, counter-
revolution is not only an outside enemy, but comes 
from within. There is never a simply one-to-one rela-
tionship and there is no ‘direct translation of Hegel.’ 
Instead, let us work out, by watching the actualities of 
a path to revolution, and what we projected in Philos-
ophy and Revolution, what is at stake in the dialec-
tics of liberation and the dialectics of organization.”13

The dialectical philosophy of revolution in per-
manence is needed to counter the ideologies of Right 
and Left that pretend to be “for” the workers—and it 
is the ideology of the far Right that has been mak-
ing ominous strides—and to recognize the thrust of 
counter-revolution and hear the voices driving for 
freedom, to develop actions to block the former and 
move the latter forward, that is, to unloose the posi-
tive in the negative in both thought and activity.

Thus, while we join in the opposition to Trump 
and simultaneously warn about the self-limiting 
opposition of liberals and Democrats and their out-
right attempts to co-opt the militant opposition—as 
well as the movement-killing attempts by vanguard-
ist parties and individuals and voluntaristic “propa-
gandists of the deed”14 to co-opt it in their own way—
while we do all that, we cannot stop there. 

At a time when there is a great pull to 
bring together what empiricists believe to be 
the broadest opposition by reducing every-
thing to the lowest common denominator, we 
need to work at the concrete projection of a 
liberatory banner to act as a polarizing force 
for those opposed to the turn toward fascism. 
This points to the need for a philosophy of rev-
olution that can become the unifying force. 

The theoretical void is seen in the degenerate 
left ready to defend Assad but not the Syrian peo-
ple’s revolution and in the way apologists for geno-
cide have been pragmatically accepted as legitimate 
in coalitions against Trump. This flows from the his-
tory of normalization of state-capitalism and its ad-
ministrative mentality’s pseudo-revolutionary ide-
ology ever since Stalin’s counter-revolution passed 
itself off as revolution.

VI. The Russian Revolution, 100 
years ago and its meaning today
Whatever lip service is paid to the Russian Rev-

olution’s 100th anniversary, its significance as a his-
toric event and as a link to the thought and practice 
of Marx has been obscured because of the abandon-
ment of revolutionary perspectives.

Our new book collecting writings by Raya Du-
nayevskaya on the Russian Revolution aims to recap-
ture for today the greatness of that event, and much 
13.  “Counter-Revolution and Revolution in Every Corner 

of the Globe: What Can We Do?” Aug. 30, 1975, Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #5148, pp. 11-12.

14.  “Diversity of tactics” is the favored contemporary 
phrase for the old anarchist “propaganda of the deed”—
that is, like the Black Bloc, claiming the right to turn 
any protest into a stage for one’s own heroic acts of 
property destruction.

more. She singled out Lenin’s philosophic break, his 
return to Marx’s roots in Hegel and to Hegel’s dia-
lectic in and for itself, how Lenin extended that to a 
concretization of the dialectics of revolution and how 
that allowed the second revolution of 1917 to be. 

At the same time, Lenin remained on the 
threshold of the absolute, his philosophic ambiva-
lence kept hidden what should have been a beacon 
for the movement, and he did not extend the philo-
sophic break to fundamentally rethinking women’s 
liberation and the vanguardist concept of organiza-
tion he had inherited from the Second International. 
This did not prepare Marxists to deal with the coun-
ter-revolution that came from within the Russian 
Revolution. Thought is still held back by the failure 
to comprehend that counter-revolution from within. 
This has compromised attempts to resist the ideo-
logical pollution from the Right.

The new book addresses these problems, as out-
lined in its Introduction:

“[Dunayevskaya’s] study did not end with ana-
lyzing the revolution and the contradictory practice 
of the period afterwards, but continued with its 
transformation into its opposite, the establishment 
of state-capitalism, and its global impact in the 20th 
century. Crucial—after this first attempt to build a 
workers’ state was transformed into the monstrosity 
of a state-capitalist tyranny—was Dunayevskaya’s 
determination to find new beginnings for revolution-
ary Marxism for her age.

“Three of the categories she created were directly 
related to this: 1. Lenin’s philosophic preparation for 
revolution, as well as Lenin’s philosophic ambiva-
lence; 2. What happens after the revolution? which re-
ferred to the first years after November 1917, and has 
meaning beyond the outcome of the Russian Revolu-
tion; 3. State-capitalism, the theory born in her analy-
sis of the Russian economy using Marx’s economics 
from Capital, and the conditions and human rela-
tions of Russian workers at the point of production.

“Two additional categories are also crucial: 4. 
State-capitalism as a global phenomenon. 5. Marxist-
Humanism as a philosophic-practical-organizational 
body of ideas that reaches back to Marx’s humanism, 
his philosophy of revolution in permanence, and for-
ward to what she saw as the ongoing challenge for 
revolutionaries to develop further….

“Readers will find in her a thinker-activist who 
lived and wrote profoundly on the meaning of the 
Revolution and its transformation into opposite. Her 
questioning and passion for a world that transcends 
capitalism compelled her to become a Marxist philoso-
pher who was determined to create Marxism anew....”

It is high time to push to the forefront the role of 
the philosophy of revolution in permanence in facing 
the reality of dialectics of liberation, 1917 and 2017. 
It is crucial to recognize both the indispensability of 
the movement from practice and at the same time 
the indispensability of its unity with theoretic prep-
aration for revolution, if we are to help change the 
objective course of the world. This requires practic-
ing dialectics daily in thought and in mass activities.

VII. Tasks 
Organizational tasks as always are meant to in-

clude, not exclude, friends and new contacts who are 
not yet Marxist-Humanists: 

• Work with the new book on the Russian Revo-
lution in sales, in discussions, in the battle of ideas, 
by writing and speaking in ways that concretely re-
late to events, movements and contradictions today.

• Complete our preparation of the selected writ-
ings by Dunayevskaya on Karl Marx, on the 200th 
anniversary of his birth next year. 

• Continue to publish the only Marxist-
Humanist newspaper in the world, and in doing 
so strive to jam up the articulation of Marxist-
Humanist philosophy, the elicitation of both the neg-
ative and the positive in voices from below, and the 
confrontation with today’s crises and contradictions.

• Expand our base of donors who pay for grow-
ing subscriptions for prisoners that we would other-
wise be unable to fulfill. Keeping up with the needed 
correspondence is a collective task.

• Publish two new pamphlets: a new edition of 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: ‘We want to be vali-
dated as human,’ and a pamphlet on revolution and 
counter-revolution in Syria.

• Continue to work with the online Archives in 
the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection and in the entire 
run of News & Letters from its inception in 1955, 
publicizing, projecting, and digging into them.

Although we do not have a daily newspaper, this 
crisis-ridden period compels us to strive to act as if 
we do—in part by making fuller use of our website 
and our Facebook page. None of these tasks can be 
conceived as separate from organizational growth 
based on the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism, 
which is needed to fight retrogressive ideologies and 
to help action find its direction by releasing the posi-
tive in the negative, and to make the concrete projec-
tion of a liberatory banner an integral part of our 
daily activities.

—The Resident Editorial Board, April 18, 2017

continued from p. 9

Philosophy and revolt confront Trump’s drive to fascism

The Oct. 23, 1956, rally in Budapest at the statue of General Bem, 
a Pole who fought with the Hungarians in the 1848 revolution, 
expressed Hungarians’ solidarity with striking Polish workers. 
This rally touched off the Hungarian Revolution.
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Fukushima is never going away
March 11 was the sixth anniversary of the To-

hoku earthquake and tsunami that rocked Fukushi-
ma Prefecture. The Tokyo Electric Power Company 
owned eight nuclear reactors on the beach, four of 
which, named Daiichi (“First”), were deeply affected 
in spite of the heroic efforts of the station crew and 
chief, Masao Yoshida, who died of esophageal cancer 
at the age of 58 two years after the catastrophe. 

The explosions at Fukushima melted the cores 
of the reactors and projected many cubic meters of 
steam and hydrogen gas, contaminated with “hot” 
isotopes into the atmosphere, giving the world its 
first installment of Japan’s catastrophe.
SHARE OF RADIATION KEEPS GROWING

As time passes the world’s allotment of back-
ground radiation becomes larger and larger. The film 
“Little Voices of Fukushima” documents the jour-
neys of children who are sent away to spend time in 
foreign lands to detoxify their bodies; and then they 
must return. For U.S. children, in the book Silence 
Deafening, Kimberly Roberson tells us “strontium 90 
has been detected in the U.S. milk supply, as well as 
other radioisotopes linked directly to Fukushima.”

Fukushima has caused uncontrollable ground-
water runoff into the Pacific Ocean. Fukushima Pre-
fecture is 70% forest, fed by clear mountain streams; 
but now it contains unmapped radioactive hotspots. 
The groundwater is likely flowing through three 
lumps of corium that probably have melted through 
the bottom of their containment vessels and are 
somewhere in the earth. 

The Russians found out what happened to 
that portion of the reactor fuel that was not 
ejected two years after Chernobyl exploded. By 
contrast, the three corium melts from Fukushi-
ma have not been found in six years. The Fu-
kushima coriums are so radioactive that robots 
can only “survive” near them for a few minutes.

Six years in, we have seen “the failure of the ice 
wall containment; the ever growing contaminated 
water tank farms; [acres of stacked plastic bags 
filled with solid radioactive waste]; confirmation 
of three complete core melts; and finally, the daily 
flow of 400 tons of radioactive water into the Pacific 
Ocean” (Nuclear Energy Information Service).

POLITICALLY DETERMINED DOSE LIMITS 
In an open-secret non-coverup, the Japanese 

government moved the acceptable limit for civilian 
radiation exposure to 20mSv/year from 2mSV/year.

As pro-nuclear power people will tell us, 
we have always been surrounded by radiation, 
and it has always caused damage to our bod-
ies. However, the damage is proportional to 
the amount of radiation. As Cindy Folkers of 
Beyond Nuclear can demonstrate, the damage 
to chromosomes is proportional to the amount 
of radiation received. In fact, looking at a per-
son’s chromosomes has become a way of mea-
suring the received dose.

There are terrifying speculations about what 
happens next in Fukushima. The Daiichi struc-
tures are rickety. If another earthquake brings them 
down, the result could be a nuclear explosion. If that 
happens, according to Dr. Shuzo Takemoto, there 
goes Tokyo! Also, as the corium wends its way to bed-
rock, there might be enough reflection of neutrons 
back into the radioactive mass to cause an explosion. 
Radioactive isotopes have to be ailing the oceans, 
but our seas have so many problems from Climate 
Change it’s hard to pinpoint a particular trouble. 
FUKUSHIMA IS A WORLD PROBLEM

The man whose cool command saved Fukushia 
Daini (“Second”), Naohiro Masuda, is now in charge 
of decommissioning Daiichi. But he admits, TEPCO 
doesn’t know how to decommission Daiichi. Does 
anyone? I think not!

That’s why the Nuclear Energy Information 
Service of Chicago has been circulating a postcard to 
Shinzō Abe pleading with him to open up Fukushi-
ma to the international community. To quote from 
the card: “Fukushima is a WORLD catastrophe that 
requires the WORLD’s intervention.” . . . “Water is 
Life”. . . “Japan must consider asking the United Na-
tions to create an international intervention team 
for continued efforts to stop the Fukushima catas-
trophe, and contamination of the Pacific and Japan.” 
If you would like to circulate these cards, contact 
neis@neis.org. Return them to NEIS, 3411 W Di-
versey, Chicago IL 60647 for individual stamps and 
mailing. —January

HANDICAPTHIS!
by Suzanne Rose

Chicago ADAPT (American Disabled for Acces-
sible Public Transportation) and friends staged a 
takeover of the Thompson Center, blocking eleva-
tors and stairs to make it clear to Governor Bruce 
Rauner that he needed to meet with them now. The 
Governor has been ignoring ADAPT’s requests for 
a meeting. ADAPT’s sit-in kept people from leaving 
and entering the building and sent a clear message 
to the Governor. One of many issues is making sure 
Medicaid stays on track.

*   *   *
 Disabled children in Guatemala are warehoused 

with 43 children in one room. Forty girls were killed 
and 130 children survived a fire after being brought to 
a special education school. The girls who died had been 
locked in a small room as punishment for an attempt 
to escape another home where they had been sexually 
abused. The surviving children spend their days lying 
on mats, tied to metal doors, or belted into wheelchairs.

*   *   *
A British conservative councilor and special 

needs teacher caused a furious reaction after she 
asked on Twitter why people with disabilities who 
are considered “unfit to work” attended a protest 
march in London in March against National Health 
Service cuts and privatization. She accused them of 
making false claims to avoid work, sparking angry 
responses from disabled marchers, campaign groups 
and the relatives of the terminally ill.

Q U E E R N O T E S
by Elise

The Nile Valley region of Egypt and Sudan has 
two organizations working for Queer rights thanks 
to Azza Sultan, a Muslim, Nubian, Sudanese femi-
nist Lesbian. Bedayaa is the first Queer rights or-
ganization to report human rights abuses of LGBT 
people in the Nile Valley. Mesahat Foundation for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity works to erase social 
and cultural barriers to full human rights for Queer 
people through storytelling, documentary filmmak-
ing, creating tools for Queer activists. It published 
LGBT Voices From Sudan.

*   *   *
 Donald Trump rescinded the “Fair Pay and Safe 

Workplaces Order” after promising that LGBT fed-
eral workers would retain all their current rights. 
Federal contractors no longer need demonstrate a 
three-year record of not discriminating against their 
workers on the basis of sexual orientation and gen-
der identity. Health and Human Services Secretary 
Tom Price, who opposed protecting senior LGBT 
people from job and public services discrimination, 
proposed removing LGBT seniors from the National 
Survey of Older Americans Participants Act. The Act 
helps determine distribution of government funding 
for seniors. To fight this removal go to https://action-
network.org/letters/trump-administration-erasing-
lgbt-elders and write your comment by May 12.

*   *   *
In the Netherlands, after two gay men in Arn-

hem were violently assaulted for holding hands, 
straight male politicians supported the couple by 
holding hands in public. Male staff members of the 
Dutch mission to the UN in New York held hands as 
they walked to a protest against homophobia. Four 
teenaged boys were arrested for the assault.

*   *   *
Chechen men are being detained in concentra-

tion camps. Many are being killed because of “their 
nontraditional sexual orientation, or suspicion of 
such,” as reported by Novaya Gazeta. Ramzan Kady-
rov, who rules Chechnya through Russian arms, de-
nies the reports, claiming there are no Gay Chechen 
men to detain or execute.

No to police during mental health crises!
Berkeley, Calif.—On April 8 a forum “Responding 

to Mental Health Crises without Police” heard from 
a number of local groups attempting to organize our 
communities to deal with mental health crises. As in 
the case of Kayla Moore (see Prisoners: “Shout Their 
Names” Mar.-Apr. 2017 N&L), we have seen again 
and again that calling police, usually the only “ser-

vice” available after hours, results in the death or 
imprisonment of the person needing care. If you call 
911, even if you request paramedics, the first on the 
scene, especially in heavily policed neighborhoods, is 
police.

Mental health in jail is an oxymoron. Yet it 
does not stop the Alameda County sheriff from 
asking for millions to build a “mental health” 
addition to Santa Rita jail. Cities provide no 
meaningful mental health intervention, only 
the police to enforce laws that criminalize 
mental distress such as sleeping on the street 
during the day.

It was obvious to most of the couple hundred 
people in the room that we need to protect people 
in crisis from police. Police are an arm of state vio-
lence, going back to patrollers out to catch runaway 
slaves; they are meant to extinguish resistance of 
any kind. It may not have been quite so clear what 
to do in a crisis.

Mental Health Association of San Francisco 
(http://mentalhealthsf.org) is a peer social justice or-
ganization dedicated to getting people with mental 
health issues to do better. They advocate normaliz-
ing the idea that people should have a say in ways 
they can be helped. There is strength in human com-
passion and vulnerability. Two members told their 
stories: as a homeless person (partly because of vari-
ous mental health conditions), I was used to being in-
visible. One day, while having a nervous breakdown 
right on the street, a man stopped and asked if there 
was anything he could do. The answer at the time 
was “no.” But the exchange was transformative. He 
gave a gift of compassion, respect and dignity that I 
never forgot.

Another person recounted an incident that had 
happened while he was standing on a bridge, clear-
ly contemplating suicide. A woman pushing a cart 
stopped and calmly said, “There is a place across the 
street that may help you. And if it doesn’t work out, 
the bridge will still be here.” This reached my com-
mon sense. And even though that place did not work 
out for me, I never forgot her compassion.

It is society that is making us sick. Multiple 
crises in a community prove that it is the society 
that needs changing, not the individual to adjust to 
the sick society. The fact that there are no good op-
tions was borne out when Kayla Moore’s roommate 
reached out to try to help her.

The case against Berkeley police for the murder 
of Kayla Moore is going to trial on October 23. The 
judge saw merit in claims that officers violated the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If they are 
convicted, it will set a precedent. You can follow the 
case on https://justiceforkaylamoore.wordpress.com.

—Urszula Wislanka

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Natalia Spiegel

Thousands of students in Puerto Rico took to 
the streets at the end of March and beginning of 
April to denounce proposed government cutbacks 
to higher education and official corruption. At a 
massive meeting in San Juan on April 6, thousands 
of students voted for an indefinite student strike 
against government austerity programs.

*   *   *
Hunter Bailey, a 17-year-old Bellevue, Mich., 

high school student, committed suicide on April 1. At 
a vigil over 250 people expressed a sense of loss. His 
friends decided to write messages to Bailey on a pole 
on school grounds near where he used to park. The 
next day the school’s superintendent ordered all the 
messages painted over. Students and parents were 
enraged. More messages were written on the pole 
and were erased again. Then on April 10, dozens of 
students boycotted classes. Parents have joined the 
protest. As one student put it, all they wanted was a 
memorial to honor their friend.

*   *   *
On April 10, students at Salem College in 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina, hung a banner de-
nouncing racism and sexism on the campus and over 
100 participated in a sit-in. Their central demand 
was that all persons in a position of authority com-
plete diversity training before school resumes in the 
autumn. Around 11:00 AM, a group of students oc-
cupied a hallway in the main campus building and 
vowed to remain until the end of the day. The action 
was caused in part by a history professor who twice 
used the n-word in class. The college responded, 
stating they would review the document and they 
respected the student’s right to protest peacefully.

*   *   *
Students at the University of North Texas (UNT) 

rallied on March 6 to demand that UNT be made 
a sanctuary campus to stop ICE if they attempted 
to make arrests. The University president met with 
students and faculty concerned about ICE raids and 
agreed that the university would not permit ICE 
agents on campus without getting the administra-
tion’s permission, consent of the campus police force, 
and a warrant to conduct searches and arrests.

w
w

w.
fa

ce
bo

ok
.c

om
/N

at
io

na
lA

da
pt

/

Heiwa Salovitz sharing what Home Services program is like in Texas.
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WORLD   VIEWIN

by Gerry Emmett
Protests erupted across Turkey in response to 

the close, and more than dubious, constitutional 
referendum which granted President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan greater executive power. Erdoğan has used 
his existing powers to 
jail scores of journal-
ists—Turkey imprisons 
more than any other 
country—as well as op-
position politicians like 
Selahattin Demirtaş of 
the Peoples’ Democratic 
Party (HDP). Military 
campaigns in Turkish 
Kurdistan have conduct-
ed brutal attacks on cit-
ies like Cizre and Diyar-
bakir, where hundreds 
of civilians have been 
killed, and hundreds of 
thousands displaced.

Erdoğan has en-
couraged the growth of 
a personality cult that 
shows a lack of respect for democracy. Protests are 
crushed. He attacks women’s and workers’ rights 
and dignity. This is a crisis for Turkish society that 
has deep roots. To understand them it’s necessary to 
look at Erdoğan’s career.
HISTORIC CONTRADICTIONS

Erdoğan began his rise as a representative of 
an increasingly secular Muslim bourgeoisie which 
was interested in European Union membership and 
participation in global trade. His Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) distanced itself from outlawed 
fundamentalists like the Iran-influenced Welfare 
Party. The Constitution was amended in 2003 to al-
low him to become Prime Minister—not as a power 
grab but because he had been banned from politics 
for reading a poem that said, “We will put a final end 
to ethnic segregation.”

His goal of modernizing Turkish capital-
ism included the creation of a “European” 
bourgeois democracy. Previously, thousands 
had been jailed and killed in military coups, 
and generals held a veto power. Turkey, like 
other modern states, began by creating “Oth-

ers,” whether Mus-
lims against whom 
laws were passed, 
Kurds whose lan-
guage and culture 
were suppressed, or 
Armenian victims of 
genocide. The state 
often dealt with the 
ensuing contradic-
tions with brute 
force.

In his early days 
Erdoğan was given nu-
merous awards for im-
proving relationships 
between cultures.

But no bourgeois 
ruler can erase the ab-

solute contradiction between capitalism’s logic and 
human freedom. Especially after the economic crisis 
of 2008, Erdoğan’s efforts at capitalist development 
met a justified mass resistance, as in the 2013 Gezi 
Park occupation.
GEZI PARK AND AFTER

Erdoğan fell back on promoting sectarian reli-
gious policies harking back to the Welfare Party at 
a moment when genocide was becoming the central 
issue in world politics. He expressed support for the 
Syrian Revolution, but only after former ally Syrian 
President Bashar Assad killed tens of thousands. 
More recently he sacrificed Free Aleppo in return 
for a free hand against the Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK). Because Erdoğan opposes the only possible 
resolution of social contradictions—a revolutionary 
one—he falls back on capitalist counterrevolution.

The opposite of this was seen in the massive 

War-torn Congo faces new round of violence

demonstrations around Gezi Park in 2013. Multi-
ethnic protesters created “a miniature city within a 
city that reflects the dream of Martin Luther King 
Jr.” (see “Turkey, Syria and Iran at crossroads of 
world revolt,” N&L, July-Aug. 2013). It developed 
further in the HDP, which brought Kurds together 
with women’s rights, environmentalist, LGBTQ, 
and leftist groups. These new relationships can be a 
revolutionary new beginning. Because they still con-
tain all of Turkey’s contradictions, it is a beginning 
that calls for a philosophic consciousness to further 
develop itself.

Women demonstrate in Gezi Park, June 16, 2013. Many wore head-
scarves despite lies spread by pro-AKP media that they would be 
attacked by secular protesters.

Venezuela in chaos

The crisis of Turkish democracy

April witnessed mass protests against South Af-
rican President Jacob Zuma (the “Zuma Must Fall” 
campaign). Tens of thousands demonstrated in the 
days leading to Zuma’s birthday, demanding his re-
moval from office. In power since 2009, his rule has 
been dominated by corruption, a stagnant economy, 
family favoritism and crony capitalism. 

The protests have been a multiparty opposition 
to the ruling African National Congress (ANC). Most 
prominent in the protests have been the Economic 
Freedom Fighters with its leader Julius Malema. 
Malema was the ANC youth league president before 
being expelled and founding the Economic Free-
dom Fighters as a political party and participating 
in elections. He speaks of the transfer of land and 
industry to South Africa’s poor black majority. How 
this could be implemented via the electoral route is 
not at all clear. 
‘REBELLION OF THE POOR’

What is clear is the deep dissatisfaction with 
Zuma’s rule and that of the ANC, the only ruling 
party since apartheid was struck down. Unemploy-
ment is officially over 25% and rises even higher 
among segments of the population. South Africa 
has been called the protest capital of the world, with 
millions taking part every year in social-economic-
political protests. 

A “rebellion of the poor” has characterized South 
Africa for a decade, centering in the poor shanty 
towns. A “No Land! No House! No Vote!” campaign 
began more than a decade ago, calling for boycotting 
elections. Abahlali baseMjondolo, a grassroots or-
ganization of shack dwellers, has been particularly 
active in this respect. In addition, other sectors of so-
ciety have joined in protest, including workers inside 
and outside trade unions. In 2012, the Marikana 
miners’ strike, organized outside trade union aus-
pices, was viciously attacked, with 34 strikers killed 
by police and 78 wounded.

Whether the vast protest movement will have a 
new beginning in the Zuma Must Fall campaign and 
whether it can break out of electoral limitations, re-
mains to be seen. —Eugene Walker

South Africa protests

Venezuela is in an economic and political crisis. 
There are shortages of food and medicine, protests 
organized by right-wing forces in which deaths and 
injuries have occurred and confrontation between 
the national congress controlled by the Right, and 
the Supreme Court, closer to President Nicolas Mad-
uro. What are the origins of this crisis? What is the 
role of the U.S.?
ECONOMICS AND POLITICS ENTWINED

The economic origins of the crisis lie with oil, 
capitalism’s crucial commodity. With a glut of oil on 
the market and the price falling, Venezuela, with 
its almost total dependence on oil sales and with-
in the web of the capitalist market despite the call 
for “21st century socialism,” has seen its revenues 
drop sharply. This has caused severe shortages of 
the products it must buy and import. At present the 
country has a huge international debt and limited 
resources to meet payments and avoid defaulting 
that would worsen the economic crisis. 

A longer-term political crisis has been occurring 
since Hugo Chavez’s first election and his push to 
redistribute oil wealth to the Venezuelan masses in 
terms of housing, healthcare, education, work and 
other services. This was resisted by the capitalists 
and small-business groups, with a coup attempt and 
an oil strike. Chavez overcame this opposition with 
the strong support of the Venezuelan masses. At the 
same time, his top-down approach toward the con-
struction of “socialism” tended more toward a state-
capitalist economy. He is no longer present, and 
Maduro, lacking the relationship Chavez had with 
ordinary Venezuelans, has been more heavy-handed 
in trying to administer the state. 
THE U.S. IN THE MORASS

With the deepening economic crisis, the right-
wing has stepped up its efforts to create political 
chaos, hoping to force the Maduro government out 
of office one way or another. Into this morass the 
U.S., which has already been supporting right-wing 
manipulations, is stepping in more forcefully, with 
the head of the U.S. Southern Command—the U.S.’s 
military force in the region—stating: “The growing 
crisis situation in Venezuela could compel an urgent 
regional response.”

No viable solution lies with any of these par-
ties. Can defending the right of Venezuela’s masses 
to decide the direction for building their own society 
without outside interference or internal manipula-
tion yield a viable way forward? —E.W.

Korea war threats
The Korean War, never officially ended, is heat-

ing up. North Korea tested what it claimed was a 
hydrogen bomb in September. Six ballistic missile 
tests have been carried out over the Sea of Japan 
this year alone.

The Trump administration has begun negotiat-
ing with China, as North Korea’s main trading part-
ner, to put pressure on the regime. At the same time 
the U.S. is increasing its military activity in the re-
gion. It’s a dangerous moment. 
THINKING THE UNTHINKABLE

A war between the U.S. and North Korea might 
begin with the devastation of Seoul, South Korea, a 
city of 10 million. Nukes aside, thousands of missiles 
are trained on it, and deaths would multiply if they 
were outfitted with chemical weapons. Japan also 
would be targeted. 

Such a war might end with the complete 
destruction of North Korea, with countless vic-
tims in that impoverished country. Or it might 
not end at all, drawing in other nuclear pow-
ers.

In the past, bluffing has featured strongly in 
these confrontations if only because no state wants 
to pick up the cost of a collapsed North Korea. But 
accidents happen. Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un 
both subscribe to Richard Nixon’s “madman theory”: 
you gain an advantage if your opponent thinks you’re 
capable of anything. Both are experts at creating 
drama, Trump as a salesman and reality television 
star, and Kim as the centerpiece of a state-capitalist 
cult built around dynastic pageantry.

A fight between two doughy rich boys, huffing-
and-puffing toughness, can be funny. Not, however, 
when it threatens so many lives.

The refusal of Congo’s President Joseph Kabila 
to step down following the end of his second term 
in office in December has introduced political uncer-
tainty into an increasingly volatile situation. Large 
protests in Kinshasa, the capital, led to several 
dozen deaths. Under a subsequent agreement with 
the political opposition, Kabila agreed to leave office 
this year, with the opposition having the right to ap-
point the next Prime Minister. 

In the province of Kasai, a center of the op-

position, a tribal militia called Kamuina Nsapu 
has arisen. It is named after a local chief who 
had opposed the government and been killed. 
Since then the UN has documented over 40 
mass graves, accounting for at least 400 dead.

According to local reports, most of these people 
were killed in their homes as government troops 
went door to door seeking militia members.

There have been other conflicts in Kongo-
Central and Kinshasa with another tribal militia, 
the Bundu dia Kongo. Conflict exists between the 
state and traditional village authorities in other sec-
tions of the country as well. Anti-government mi-
litias remain active in eastern Congo as holdovers 
from the Congo Wars of 1996-2003.

These wars, largely ignored by the outside 
world, involved troops from Congo, Rwanda, 
Uganda, Angola, Namibia, and Zimbabwe. Mil-
lions died from violence, starvation, and dis-
ease made more deadly by social upheaval. 
Joseph Kabila became president in 2001 fol-
lowing the assassination of his father, Laurent 
Kabila.

The essence of these conflicts lies in the unfin-
ished African revolution, which was derailed in Con-
go by the 1961 murder of Patrice Lumumba and the 
32-year dictatorship of Mobutu Sese Seko.

French elections 
The first round of voting in the French presiden-

tial election, April 23, has been a referendum on the 
current state, and maybe future, of bourgeois poli-
tics. The historic ruling parties have been shut out.

Of the finalists, the great threat comes 
from fascist National Front leader Marine Le 
Pen. She hopes to capitalize on the reaction-
ary momentum of Britain’s Brexit and Trump’s 
election. She must not be allowed to win. She is 
already succeeding in building a reactionary 
party that threatens the future.

“Centrist, outsider” Emmanuel Macron repre-
sents a liberal bourgeois consensus. He is favored to 
win next week, with the endorsement of the ruling 
parties’ losing candidates.

Leftist Jean-Luc Mélenchon came in third. 
Adopting “populism” from theorist Chantal Mouffe 
and the hologram gimmick for campaigning in dif-
ferent cities at once from India’s far right President 
Modi, at times he came close to challenging the logic 
of capital. Other times he was an apologist for Putin 
or Assad.

Similar to left-populists Bernie Sanders, Jer-
emy Corbyn, Syriza, and Podemos, he represents an 
international tendency becoming reminiscent of the 
failed Second International that demands serious 
thought and critique.   
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