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“Human power is its own end”—Karl Marx

Alabama Blacks
beat Trump-Moore

In December Black voters in Alabama, led by
Black women, overcame blatant voter suppression—
including discriminatory voter ID laws—to flood
the polls and block Roy Moore from the Senate seat
he expected that God would anoint him to. Black
people in Alabama saw clearly the threat of Moore
long before women came forward to expose him as
a pedophile, and before his campaign speech that
championed the supposed superior family values under slavery. They voted instead, as did many whites,
for the candidate who distinguished himself from
Moore by supporting women’s right to choose and
is known for jailing the man who in 1963 murdered
four little girls by bombing a Birmingham church.

EDITORIAL

HISTORY OF PROGRESSIVE BLACK VOTES

Blacks have historically used the ballot to defend themselves against blatant repression. In
1961 Black people in Detroit, although just 25% of
the electorate (about the same as the Black vote
in Alabama today) defeated powerful Mayor Louis
Miriani, who had instituted a lawless police reign of
terror throughout the Black community. In Chicago, State’s Attorney Edward Hanrahan was denied
reelection after he authorized the armed attack on
the Black Panther Party in 1969 during which Fred
Hampton and Mark Clark were assassinated by a
hail of nearly 100 bullets.
Moore’s defeat by Blacks he so despised provides
a road map for confronting the ambitions of Donald
Trump for unfettered power. Some people, despairing of mustering opposition to Trump, have rested
their hopes on questionable scenarios, whether
counting on the few Republican Senators who have
criticized Trump to vote down his wish list of reactionary bills, relying on the courts to contain him, or
continued on p. 10

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT

Prison slavery
by Faruq

The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
is the focus of prisoners across the country because
of the clause that sanctions our physical abuse: “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted shall exist within the United
States or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

PRISONER SLAVERY REBUILDS THE SOUTH

It can’t be denied that the 13th Amendment
ended chattel slavery, but why end involuntary servitude on one level of society only to sanction it on
another? Obviously it boils down to the issue of labor.
For the South, creating a legal avenue that
would justify the exploitation of a convicted person’s
labor could not have manifested at a more opportune
time. The South, having suffered total destruction of
its infrastructure due to losing the Civil War, was in
need of a dependable labor force. What better source
of labor than the newly freed slaves?
A Commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau in
Mississippi gave a picture of the southern attitude
towards the newly freed slaves. He wrote: “The
whites esteem the blacks as their property by natural right…[T]hey might admit that the relation of
masters and slaves have been destroyed by the war
and…[the] Emancipation Proclamation they still
have ingrained feeling that the blacks…belong to
the whites…[W]henever opportunity serves, they
treat the colored people just as their profit, caprice
or passion may dictate.”
continued on p. 8
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Iranian workers, youth reach
for new radical beginnings

seen in a world context. The international eleby Gerry Emmett
ment was there in Mashhad. The city isn’t only
The city of Mashhad, Iran, receives millions of
a center of pilgrimage, but of industry: autos,
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onstrations that broke out there reversed that path,
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quickly spreading to over 90 cities and towns in evRoad, which is being reactivated with new
ery part of the country. After more than a week of
electric railways underwritten by China.
nationwide demonstrations, dozens of people have
The railroad moves part of China’s $50 billion
been killed, and over 4,000 arrested.
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labor, government
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and
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fuel prices. Women
The presence of
were clearly presethnic Turkmens in
ent and vocal. Most
the demonstrations
significantly,
ophas terrified the dicposition was extator of neighboring
pressed to Iran’s
Turkmenistan, Presigenocidal, imperiGurbanguly
alist war in Syria.
One of the many demonstrations in Iran against the ruling regime. This one took dent
Berdymukhamedov,
Within 24 hours place around Jan. 1, 2018.
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had
onstrations
will
taken to the streets in
spread
there.
He
has
recently
introduced
some
of
Kermanshah, across the country, where a 7.2 magthe same austerity measures, and there have been
nitude earthquake in November killed hundreds and
isolated working-class protests.
left tens of thousands homeless—and where resiVladimir Putin’s regime in Russia worries
dents have accused the government of being slow to
that
the demonstrations might hinder support
provide aid. Banners read: “Leave Syria and think
to the Bashar al-Assad regime. Nicolás Maduro’s
about us!”
Venezuela worries about its oil deals.
Demonstrators were mainly young. Youth unemployment has risen to 28.8% and general unemployTHE REVOLUTIONARY CLASS
ment stands at 12.4%. This generation has few illuThese rebellious youth are a mystery to the rulsions about the political structure, and chants and
ers. Rouhani at first blamed the demonstrations on
slogans have been directed against both Supreme
his hardline opponents. The hardliners blamed them
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei and “reformist” Presion Israel and the U.S. The Green Movement leaders
dent Hassan Rouhani.
kept them at arm’s length, as Hadi Ghaemi, director
of the Center for Human Rights in Iran, described:
NOT ‘NATIONAL,’ BUT INTERNATIONAL
“None of the Green Movement supporters—who
As one long-time Iranian Marxist-Humanist
are
mostly from the educated middle class—have
pointed out, this movement seems to begin where
come
out in support of the protests, because they
the 2009 Green Movement—protesting a stolen elecsee more of a future in Rouhani’s policies than any
tion—ended. The world has changed since 2009.
other alternative, even if they are unhappy with the
In retrospect, the Iranian regime’s crushing of the
regime. The protests have a clear class dimension.
Green Movement can be seen as a dress rehearsal
They are coming from a segment of young people
for the world ruling classes’ attempted murder of the
who feel they have nothing left to lose.”
Arab Spring revolutions.
These youth aren’t nihilists, or “enemies
Iran’s war in Syria played a big role in
continued on p. 10
that. The current demonstrations must also be

Help keep News & Letters behind bars

Editor’s note: We print below a letter from a prisoner, Fredd, whose copy of N&L was censored by his
prison. This is happening more frequently. As readers
know, we print nothing illegal or untrue. We report
the news and we print prisoners and others speaking
for themselves. Fredd writes that none of the publishers of censored publications have responded to him
or fought the prisons censoring their publications. We
want to respond but cannot afford a lawyer. Is there a
lawyer willing to fight for prisoners to get the publications that they need for their own self-development?
As Fredd asks and is trying to do himself, stand for
those who can’t, and help keep sending N&L behind
bars for the prisoners who request it.
Enclosed in this letter you will find a mail refusal for your newspaper. My prison mailroom should
have already sent you copies, but I don’t trust them.
It is my hope that you will stand up to my overly
oppressive mailroom and win where I haven’t been
able. The head of the mailroom gets away with censorship because publishers aren’t standing up for
their own rights. This would have been the third
newsletter I would have received from you.
The other two came through just fine. Those two
newsletters are almost in tatters due to how many
hands they have been through. I have a list on who
gets them in what order. We call it political porn due
to its popularity.
I will say, you being censored adds you to
an interesting list. Here’s an example [with the

name of the magazine followed by the reason it
was refused by the prison]:
Entertainment Magazine—Depictions of true
crime shows; People—sexually explicit, shows nudity; US—sexually explicit, shows nudity; OK
Magazine—sexually explicit, shows nudity; NewsWeek—threat to the safety and security of the institution, no reason given; The Fifth Estate—threat to
the safety and security of the institution, no reason
given; Slingshot—Security threat group (Stg=gang)
threat to the safety and security of the institution;
News & Letters—threat to the safety and security of
the institution, no reason given; 2600 Magazine—
threat to the safety and security of the institution,
no reason given.
There are many more. Here is a list of the publishers who have appealed:
Oh, yeah, right. None to my knowledge! Please
note that I attempted to order both The Fifth Estate
and 2600 Magazine and they were what I call “PreCensored.” I was not even allowed to order them for
the reason stated on my list. When I attempted to
contact them and inform them of this I received no
response. This would be my first issue of Slingshot
so I do not know their response (if any) yet.
Please stand up for those of us who have
been knocked down and are not able to stand
for ourselves.
My name is Fredd and I am Anonymous. I stand
for those who can’t. Will you stand for me?
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The humanism of #MeToo
by Terry Moon

A review: Regretting
Motherhood

Regretting Motherhood: A Study, by Orna Donath (North Atlantic Books, Berkeley, Calif.), 2017.
In this book, Orna Donath discusses her study of
27 Israeli women who regretted becoming mothers.
Some had never wanted children and others had,
only to find the reality was not what they expected.

CHILD-FREE WOMEN CALLED NAMES

Many feminists had assumed that by now women would have the freedom to determine the course
of our lives and being a
mother would be an option
to be decided based on personal interest. However,
Donath states an internet
article about her study
was met with rage. Commentators spouted outdated stereotypes of the
child-free author and of
Orna Donath
mothers who regret motherhood, calling them cold, cruel, and unnatural.
The mothers she interviewed, however,
were relieved they were not alone, and Donath
states regret should not be judged as an unusual personal failure. Their stories show how
society pushes women into motherhood and
why this is harmful. She states that “regret is
an alarm bell that not only should alert societies that we need to make it easier for mothers
to be mothers, but that invites us to rethink
the politics of reproduction and the very obligation to become mothers at all.”
Donath shows that propaganda in pro-natal
countries expresses itself in two ways. One is the notion that biology is destiny—the appeal to “nature” in
which all women are destined to want to be mothers.
The other is the “neoliberal, capitalist, postfeminist”
notion that mothers today must have all “chosen”
motherhood because women now supposedly have so
much freedom. We are told that if women don’t become mothers, we won’t be happy, however, if we are
unhappy being mothers, we should stop complaining
about a choice we made of our own free wills.
Donath describes the social pressures and false
promises that lead some women to choose what society wants them to choose. Some politicians still
claim society’s future depends on most women having children. Some women believe by becoming
mothers they will be considered adults and fit in
with society instead of being outcasts, especially if
all the women they know are mothers. Some believe
it will resolve traumas from their own abusive childhoods, and some are pressured by their partners.
Women are more likely to perceive not having children as an option and to have this accepted by their families if they have more class
and racial privilege. Donath compares consenting to having children against one’s will to
consenting to having unwanted sex in order to
avoid violence or obtain something necessary.
She mentions social problems that have been
a focus of feminism because they make motherhood
difficult. However, Donath points out that women
who enjoy motherhood do so in spite of these difficulties. Many of the women in this study state they
would still regret motherhood even if these issues
did not exist since they are simply not interested in
it. They describe “a feeling of detachment and a lack
of self” and being “completely obliterated.”

MOTHERS SEEN AS THINGS

Donath states society’s silencing of these women
traps us all in a system in which mothers and thus
women in general are not seen as people but as objects. Social forces ranging from religion to Freudian
theory and even some types of feminism glamorize
motherhood as a sacred role rather than one of many
types of relationships. Mothers are seen as objects
that serve others, but regret can be one way of reclaiming human subjectivity.
Donath wants this book to be the start of conversations about the many philosophical topics she
found herself exploring. Hopefully it will, and these
conversations will include her focus on the social
forces that shape our lives as well as the subjectivity
and humanity of women.
—Adele

HUMANISM PERMEATES THE MOVEMENT

When the Women’s Liberation Movement first
began in the mid-1960s, the Marxist-Humanist revolutionary philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya brought
out its essence with the category: “The Women’s
Liberation Movement as Reason and Revolutionary
Force.” She caught the red thread of humanism that
runs through over 50 years of women’s struggle.
#MeToo, as part of that revolutionary red
thread, shows this truth in a visceral way: that
revolution must deepen at every point in order
to finally make the relationships we have with
each other actually human relationships. Because if #MeToo shows us anything, it is that
men are not treating women as human beings.
The fight to overcome past mistakes shows
that the 50-year history of women’s contemporary
struggle is not lost, but has deepened its humanism.
Women of color are taking the lead in making sure
that #MeToo will be a movement that will include
all women. That is what it meant when there was an
outcry that Tarana Burke, the Black woman founder
of #MeToo, was left off the Time cover.
Then Alianza Nacional de Campesinas, an organization that represents 700,000 women field
workers, wrote an open letter to their “Dear Sisters,”
“actors, models and other individuals” “who have
come forward to speak out about the gender-based
violence they’ve experienced.” They wrote in part:
“Even though we work in very different environments, we share a common experience of being preyed
upon by individuals who have the power to hire, fire,
blacklist and otherwise threaten our economic, physical and emotional security.” They ended by writing,
“please know that you’re not alone. We believe and
stand with you,” and they signed their letter, “In
solidarity.”
The women in media responded by resurrecting
“Time’s Up,” with a $13 million legal defense fund,
which has already grown to $16 million.

THE ATTEMPT TO NARROW THE MOVEMENT

Naturally, there’s a backlash, be it from rightwing-always-sexist-anyway-men, to Leftists worried
their male icons will finally be outed, to snotty elitist
French pseudo-feminists. None of them have made a
dent in #MeToo.
A more serious threat is the pressure coming from leaders, the press and some Leftists,
to tie the red thread of humanism into the
knot of electoral politics. Clearly, no one can
be blamed for hoping that elections will throw
the racist, sexist, money-hungry, anti-human
Republicans out the door. But what else is
evident by leaders of the Women’s March and
the Convention in Detroit and certainly by the
elected officials who spoke at both is that their
drive to narrow the scope of this movement reveals their fear of revolution. The Trump administration fears it too, thus its unrelenting
attack on forces struggling for a better world,
especially women.
There is nothing more important than to fight
against the narrowing of this passionate movement
for a more human world, including making the revolutionary nature of that fight explicit.
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Women’s Marches
sweep the world
Frieda Gustafson Meier

A story in The New York
Times about how Time Magazine’s person of the year is
people they dub “the silence breakers” begins: “First
it was a story. Then a moment. Now, two months after women began to come forward in droves to accuse
powerful men of sexual harassment and assault, it
is a movement.” Well, no. First there was a movement, then came decades of retrogression and reaction topped off by the election of the Abuser in Chief,
then there was a moment—it was the Women’s
March a year ago on Jan. 21. As part of that revital-

ized movement, given impetus by the March, women
started speaking up and men began to fall.
Time is out of line calling the women on their
cover “the silence breakers.” Women have always
been speaking out, struggling to break the silence!
We have fought; we have gone to the police, who for
decades treated domestic violence as nuisance calls,
taking the abuser for a walk around the block to
“cool off.”
We have reported rapes, put up with the
invasive procedure needed to collect evidence
from our battered bodies and then had those
rape kits pile up by the tens of thousands in
police basements and storage rooms, forgotten, leaving serial rapists free to strike again
and again. Women have spoken up at work
against their abusers and been demoted and
fired. Women in non-traditional jobs spoke out
against brutal harassment by their co-workers,
often to no avail.
There certainly has been a “silence,” but it is
not because we’ve had to wait for women to speak
out.
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In Chicago, an estimated 300,000, mostly women, filled the streets.

Chicago—As we go to press, Women’s Marches
took place around the U.S. and the world, once again
showing that the opposition to Trumpism is alive,
thriving, militant and exuberant.
Washington, D.C., Chicago, Los Angeles and
New York led in numbers, but women also marched
in the San Francisco Bay Area, Denver, Cleveland,
Las Vegas, Park City, Utah, St. Louis, Dallas, Asheville and Raleigh, N.C., and in over 250 other cities
where we made our voices heard in great numbers.
Worldwide, women marched in Rome, Beijing,
Buenos Aires, Toronto, Zurich, London and elsewhere.
While U.S. March leaders wanted the emphasis to be on electoral politics, registering
voters and voting Trump and his ilk out of office, signs carried by participants as well as
discussions with many who marched revealed
that the humanism that marked the 2017 Women’s Marches remains. Women marched for
Black lives, for immigrants’ rights, for the disabled, for LGBTQ people—in short for a radically different world than the one Trump is
trying to force on a resisting population.
Trump has been trying to destroy movements
for freedom. The weekend of Jan. 20-21 shows how
completely he has failed.
—T.M.

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis
The Widows’ Club in rural Western Kenya is
a group of women fighting “widow cleansing.” This
tradition is now illegal, but there is still enormous
social pressure on every new widow to pay and cook
for a “cleanser” who comes to her home to rape her
repeatedly, often infecting her with HIV. The group’s
founder, Roseline Orwa, holds therapy sessions for
widows as well as sessions to re-educate “cleansers.”
She states, “I think it’s the beginning of a long feminist movement, particularly for the widows of Kenya.
I’m a childless widow, so it was so easy for me to
come into this space and say, ‘I think this is about
abusing women, I think this is about rape, I think
this is about a patriarchal society. I think this culture can be transformed and changed.’”
* * *
In 2007 the governor of Mexico State, Enrique
Peña Nieto, ordered a police crackdown on human
rights demonstrations in the town of San Salvador
Atenco. About 40 women demonstrators and bystanders were arrested, raped and tortured by police,
then denied medical attention. Eleven of the women
have taken their case to the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights, demanding that government officials be held accountable for encouraging the abuses—including Peña Nieto, now President of Mexico.
The women previously rejected reparations from the
Mexican Supreme Court, which had allowed those
responsible for the torture—police, jailers, and government officials—to walk away with impunity. The
court is expected to issue a ruling next year.
* * *
In El Salvador, where all abortion is illegal,
Teodora Vasquez has served ten years of a 30-year
sentence for aggravated murder following a stillbirth. On Dec. 13, at the Second Court of Appeal,
two expert witnesses testified the stillbirth was from
natural causes, but the three-judge panel reaffirmed
the original decision, and Vasquez was returned to
prison. Vasquez had joined a group of 17 women imprisoned for stillbirths and miscarriages called “Las
17.” With the help of the local activist organization
Citizen Group for the Decriminalization of Abortion,
they requested and received government pardons except for Vasquez and another woman. Citizen Group
states there are 28 other women in the same situation and two more awaiting trial.
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Letter from Mexico

Zapatistas & science for humanity
by J.G.F. Héctor

The second gathering of “ConSciences for Humanity” took place Dec.
26-30 in San Cristóbal
de las Casas, Chiapas.
There, scientists shared
with the Zapatista Indigenous communities their
views of “Science in the
face of the wall [capitalism].” The presentation
of Dr. Luis David Suárez
Rodríguez, “Toward a human medicine that comes
from the heart,” available
in Spanish in the webpage
Enlace Zapatista, allows
us to have a general perspective of the gathering.
Suárez stated, “The
science on which capitalism has the biggest influence today is probably

WORKSHOPTALKS
Genocide voted in
by Htun Lin

More than a decade ago, at a pro-democracy
event on Burma, I reconnected with people from
where my family had escaped as stateless refugees.
I met a democracy activist abbot from a Rangoon
monastery who recounted the attacks by the military targeting these courageous monk activists and
the youth who turned to the monastery for refuge.
At the conference I expressed my solidarity
with the movement, explaining to the abbot that my
family too, as ethnic Chinese declared non-citizens,
escaped Burma to find refuge. I asked the abbot,
“What plans does Aung San Suu Kyi have to resolve
the plight of ethnic minorities, once democracy is
won?” His reply was non-committal: “We need to
focus on winning democracy first and foremost.” I
left that meeting with a vague sense of foreboding,
recalling that Lenin had to fight fellow Bolsheviks
who attacked ethnic minorities’ movements for selfdetermination.

DEMOCRACY FOR ALL BUT ROHINGYA

Now, with the continuing slaughter and expulsion of Rohingya, a courageous movement for democracy has transformed into a neo-fascist movement
rooted in cultural xenophobia and religious chauvinism. One might ask how a people who have lived in
Rakhine state for generations could be considered
non-citizens, if only for the color of their skin and
the origins of their faith.
Burma’s sad tale of a movement’s transformation into opposite is not unique. Such a tale is replicated in so many movements around the world that
we are obligated as global citizens of conscience to
confront the philosophic precipice the whole world
currently finds itself stampeding towards, with nuclear war looming on the horizon.
I am neither Muslim nor Buddhist, but as
a child I easily mingled with both in the center of a Muslim-Hindu district, within earshot
of a mosque. I remember being lulled by the
mystique of the daily call to prayer into peaceful slumber at night. I remember playing hopscotch with childish abandon on the sacred
grounds of Shwedagon Pagoda, the biggest in
Asia, and my mother presenting alms to the
Buddhist monks who made their daily rounds
through our streets.
The vision I had of my homeland is a fond one—
a rich mélange of cultures and flavors, beautifully
mingling with each other, like atoms colliding, shedding bright colors and rich vibrations in unpredictable communion.
I describe my childhood to convey a deep sense
of sorrow and loss, and perseverance in the face of
tragedy. It is not unique to my situation, but shared
by so many others around the globe.

PLAYING THE ‘TERRORIST’ CARD

The tragedy taking place around the globe can
be seen in microcosm by the plight of the Rohingya—
a people without a home, a nation without a country.
What they face was encapsulated by Nobel laureate San Suu Kyi, when she intoned:
“I don’t know why the Rohingya are fleeing.
We shall investigate why it is so”—followed
by a defense of fighting “terrorists.” Millions
around the globe are made to wander, uprooted and displaced by capital, its production, its
wars, its competitive spirit, its political economy, its chauvinism, its religion.
We see in Burma, right before our eyes, the horror and abomination of a popular democratic movement transforming into its opposite—the philosophic monstrosity of fascism disguised as democracy.

medicine.” He talked about the major business represented by medical treatment and diagnosis, the
role of pharmaceutical entrepreneurship, and how
big businesses control the
institutions responsible
for teaching medicine. He
affirmed that the current
medical approach is narrow, as it is only based on
the biological dimension
of individuals.
The cure to our illnesses, he said, is not
in a pill, but the transformation of socialeconomic conditions.
He
addressed
the
question: “How do we
change this reality?”
First, he mentions
“dissatisfaction of millions of patients with
the current health system…Thanks to Information
and Communication Technologies, the patients are
many times better informed than their physicians
about their condition…This unlimited access to information can sometimes have a negative effect…In
its extreme, it causes us to deny several scientific
discoveries which are positive and important.”

A NEW MEDICAL APPROACH

Finally, Suárez posed the need of a new medical
approach: a “bio-psychic-social one,” which includes
the input of “alternative” medicines, but also of science. “This brings us closer to a humane medicine,
but unfortunately it doesn’t break with capitalism’s
control.” For that, he says, “It will be necessary for
us, doctors, to get organized…and to use every occasion in every medical visit…to give information to
our patients that helps them not to get ill.”
Suárez is not just making a critique of capitalist
medicine, but speaking concretely about what can be
done. However, he puts all his focus on individual
doctors’ efforts to give information to their patients.
This is important, but lacking is a wider view of the
new type of relationship needed between society and
medicine, especially about the role that subjects (patients, medical workers) can play in social uprooting.
This is not only missing in Suárez’s talk, but in ConSciences presentations in general.

SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY

The importance of this second gathering of ConSciences was, first, that the Zapatistas made clear
they consider science in the construction of their Indigenous autonomy. This separates them from “essentialist” positions that claim an abstract “return
to nature.” But the problem is not science in itself,
but its use under capitalism. Thus, the question is to
re-appropriate it. This is quite revolutionary.
Second, by inviting scientists to take part
in this dialogue, the Zapatistas are promoting
their political organization. Just by listening
to the scientists, the Zapatistas were implicitly
asking them: What are you doing for revolution?
What is needed is a perspective that helps us
“connect all the dots”—science, scientists and struggles from below—in the form of a self-movement for
freedom, that is, a dialectical philosophy of emancipation. The Zapatistas have reminded us of the
importance of science for social uprooting. However,
science can’t substitute for philosophy. This is the
task that remains to be done.
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Chef fights abuse

Los Angeles—An immigrant former staff member of Azusa Pacific University (APU), a Christian
college in California, has come forward to expose
sexual assault in the workplace and its subsequent
cover-up. Mahesh Pradhan was working as a chef
and supervisor at APU when other supervisors
and employees who perceived him as Gay subjected
him to chronic abuse. On multiple occasions he was
pushed against the wall and groped, while the assailants taunted him, telling him he liked it. They
would repeatedly prod him with utensils or lock him
in the kitchen’s walk-in freezer for their amusement.
Pradhan reported the abuse to higher-ups, but
nothing was done. Instead, while the abuse continued, he was demoted. He was even required to pray
with co-workers, including his assailants, until he
was granted medical leave in 2015.
Pradhan never resorted to denigrating
Queer people, but understood the importance
of making common cause. He spoke to a rally
of about 50 supporters gathered in front of the
APU campus on Nov. 6: “I told them that I am
not gay, but what’s wrong with being gay or being straight?”
A prominent speaker at the rally was Erin
Green, an APU student who is part of the underground Queer student club HAVEN. This group
meets off campus because the college refuses to recognize it as an official club. “I am asked oftentimes
by Christian universities to be patient while the universities are trying to make progress in this area,”
Green said, before quoting Martin Luther King Jr.’s
adage that “justice delayed is justice denied.”
APU’s student manual prohibits the formation of any “romanticized same-sex relationship.”
In 2013, the college took advantage of a religious
exemption in California’s non-discrimination statutes to terminate the contract of a professor who
came out as Transgender. When his courses were
reassigned mid-semester, students angrily protested
their professor’s removal. Students now demand recognition of HAVEN and revision of the student code.
Inherent in the rally to support Mr. Pradhan
was bringing together many voices. Theirs was a
gathering in favor of true sanctity and integrity of
bodies, in favor of respect and self-determination of
immigrants, and for Queer people’s recognition and
validity. It is a glimmer of what must happen if human beings are to arrive at an authentically new
way of structuring relationships in society.
—Buddy Bell

Racist mine boss

Morgantown, W.Va.—His name was Scoots Riley,
a big Black man who was a close friend when we
both worked as coal miners during the 1950s and the
best man at my wedding. There was a boss in that
section of the coal mine who was notorious for his
prejudice and his special hatred of Scoots—a hatred
for one another that was shared, as were their Irish
last names. Scoots’ last name was Riley, and the racist boss’s last name was O’Hara.
Every year, Scoots sent O’Hara a card with the
inscription, “From one Irishman to another.” The
boss always let out a string of curses, which told all
the miners in his section that O’Hara had received
the card. That produced much joy and derisive
laughter among the men.
Scoots was a snapper. He had to catch cars and
hook them together. One of the tell-tale signs of
snappers was that they had fingers missing. Scoots
was the exception, and somehow kept all his fingers.
But in his early thirties he contracted black lung.
—Andy Phillips

Archives of radical mail handlers available

On Dec. 6, Emory University posted an online
Finding Aid for the “Jeffrey B. Perry National Postal Mail Handlers Union Records, 1968-2007.” This
large collection was assembled over 33 years of my
work as a rank-and-file activist, officer and editor
in Local 300 of the National Postal Mail Handlers
Union (division of the Laborers International Union
of North America [LIUNA]).
I worked for the U.S. Postal Service from 19742007, where I was assigned to the approximately
4,000-worker New Jersey International & Bulk Mail
Center (NJIBMC). I was editor of the rank-and-file
publication The Alternative at the NJIBMC (19741984), of the Mailhandlers’ Voice at the NJIBMC
(1984-1988), of the NPMHU national office’s The
Mail Handler (1988-1989), and of Local 300’s Focus
and Local 300 Mail Handler News (1988-2007).
Materials from 1974-1988 detail work at the
NJIBMC on the centrality of struggle against white
supremacy to workplace organizing, including 19841988 when an effort was made, with considerable
success, to build a progressive union membership at
the branch level that spoke out on worker issues and
against white supremacy and male supremacy.
The National Union materials from 1988-1991
document an intense period of struggle between
the National Postal Mail Handlers Union and LI-

UNA (its organized crime-influenced parent union)
including important research on the Tisch family’s
relation to the CNA Insurance Company, which administered the Mail Handler Benefit Plan at a time
when Preston Tisch was Postmaster General.
The Local Union level materials from 1988-2007
include information on a Trade Union delegation to
the West Bank and Gaza, work with Labor Notes,
with the Labor Party, and with the New York City
and Bergen County Central Labor Councils.
I started working at age 11, and was educated
at Princeton, Harvard, Rutgers and Columbia. I
pay special attention to the anti-white-supremacist
working-class intellectuals Hubert Harrison (“The
Father of Harlem Radicalism” and founder of the
militant “New Negro Movement”) and Theodore W.
Allen (pioneer of class-struggle based “white skin
privilege” analysis, and author of The Invention of
the White Race). I placed the Hubert H. Harrison
Papers at Columbia University and I am preparing
the remainder of my non-postal papers—including
an interview with Raya Dunayevskaya about some
of her early political work, and on my own personal
activism—for placement with a major repository. I
am also working on volume two of my biography of
Hubert Harrison. See links at: www.jeffreybperry.
net/blog.htm?post=1072651
—Jeffrey B. Perry
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RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: Due to the importance of beginning anew from revolutionary high points, we
excerpt Dunayevskaya’s March 25, 1979, PoliticalPhilosophic Letter “Iran: Unfoldment of, and
Contradictions in, Revolution,” minus footnotes.
The whole can be found in Crossroads of History:
Marxist-Humanist Writings on the Middle East.
To order your copy see page 7.

A whole host of specters is haunting Khomeini’s
“Islamic Republic” before ever it is officially established. There is the specter of a full social revolution
in the very unfoldment of the Iranian Revolution
which, after all, witnessed a series of the greatest,
most powerful and sustained mass mobilizations
for months on end before the three days of insurrection. Clearly, Feb. 9-12, 1979, had not only driven
the Shah and his stooge, Shapour Bakhtiar, from
the throne, but the manner in which the workers
ended their general strike to return to work without
returning their guns, as the Ayatollah Khomeini had
commanded, showed that only Chapter 1 of the Revolution had ended. It put a special emphasis on the
complaints of his appointed Prime Minister, Mehdi
Bazargan, about lack of production. As the Deputy
Prime Minister, Abbas Amir Entezan, put it: “Despite the Ayatollah’s commands, none of the major
industries in the country are functioning because
the workers spend all their time holding political
meetings.”
As if Workers’ Councils, Neighborhood Committees, anjumeni, many new forms of spontaneous organization, and youth dominant in all, did not take
on the apparition of a dual government, there came,
with the celebration of International Women’s Day,
a mass outpouring of women, bearing the banner,
“We made the revolution for freedom, and got unfreedom,” which may very well have opened Chapter
2 of the Iranian Revolution....
Nor was the Ayatollah calmed by the fact that
the Women’s Liberationists produced a schism in the
Fedayeen (and to a lesser extent also in the Moujahideen). For, while a good part condemned the actions
of the women, others formed a human chain on both
sides of the march to protect them from further harassment. That certainly was a great advance over
the beginnings of the Portuguese Revolution in 1975
where the Left males attacked women’s demonstrations with impunity. 1979 in Iran showed, at one
and the same time, that male revolutionaries would
not permit attacks on women revolutionaries, and
women were striking out on their own as a way of
deepening the content of revolution.
Finally, the Women’s Liberationists focused on
their internationalism, not limited to the invitations
to Kate Millett from the U.S. and Claudine Moullard
from France (who had come to express their solidarity with the Iranian women revolutionaries). The
more crucial point is that the Iranian women felt
that literally millions throughout the world were
with them.
It is this that so frightened the Ayatollah that
he dared call the Women’s Liberationists “agents of
imperialism”....[It is] a symbol of how he intends to
roll the clock backward in his attempt to exorcise
all these specters as he must first try to stop those
fighting for self-determination with guns in hand—
the Kurdish rebels.
Under these circumstances of ever new forces
of revolution, for male revolutionaries to disregard
how total the revolution must be if it is to uproot the
exploitative, racist, sexist society, and once again try
to subordinate women’s struggles as a “mere part of
the whole” (as if the whole can be without its parts),
is to play into the hands of the reactionaries, be that
the “secular” Bazargan government, or Khomeini,
who is trying to “institutionalize” his Islamic “revolution,” that is to say, confine it to where he can steal
the fruit of the revolution—freedom—and leave the
masses who made it at the bottom as in any and all
class societies….
There is no point in underestimating the power of the Ayatollah Khomeini....[The] counterrevolution is right within the revolution. He
knew how to hit at the women, mobilizing a few
thousand to march with their chadors against the
women who were protesting a great deal more than
dress....The male chauvinism exposed, and that included of the Ayatollah Khomeini, was the limitation of the freedom of humanity, the abrogation of
the civil rights—political, social, economic, intellectual, class.
In the latter case—the most worrisome for the
Ayatollah—it was the way the workers, in this case
the printers, united with the Youth on what seemed
most abstract—works on philosophy of revolution,
on politics, strategy, on internationalism, to satisfy
their thirst for knowledge of all to do with revolution. Thus, in the very midst of revolution when the
general strike was at its height, the printers decided
to work double shifts so that they could satisfy that
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Iran: Unfoldment of, and
contradictions in, revolution

thirst. As one eyewitness report describes it:
“Books are flowing at the people as fast as soldiers’ bullets…they read everything about revolution. All Marxian books that have been translated
into Persian are being reprinted and spread hand to
hand and house to house:
“Capital, The Civil War in France, Communist Manifesto, What Is to Be Done?, State
and Revolution, Imperialism, Wretched of the
Earth, Black Skin White Masks, A Dying Colonialism.” A further account reported a new translation of Marx’s 1844 Essay on “Alienated Labor” and
innumerable leaflets....

THE MAIN ENEMY IS ALWAYS AT HOME

the fact that the rush to the present Middle East
treaty was induced precisely by the fear of the consequences of the Iranian Revolution.
Nevertheless, we must not permit the indigenous Iranian counter-revolution to hide under the
slogan of anti-imperialism, as some in the Left are
trying to do by branding not only U.S. imperialism
but Kate Millett and, indeed, the whole women’s
revolutionary movement as if they are “agents of
imperialism.” Nothing could assure the victory of
the counter-revolution more than that kind of “antiimperialism.”...

WHERE TO NOW?

Each revolution discloses something new and
unique and challenging. The new in the Iranian
The workers in revolution need no “vanguard
Revolution reveals both new strength and new weakparties” to tell them that the main enemy is at home,
ness. Surely the sustained mass mobilizations in so
that the conflict between labor and capital is irrecdespotic a land,
oncilable,
and
armed to the
that native capiteeth and primed
tal has such overby Nixon since
whelming tie-ins
1972 to take over
with imperialism
the U.S. policethat, if its life is
man’s beat for
threatened, the
the whole Middle
capitalists
will
East, were nothcertainly ask for
ing short of a
imperialism
to
miracle....Morecome to their aid
over, they were so
in bringing on
spontaneous that
full counter-revoeven the Left
lution. But under
that always likes
no circumstances
to take credit for
does that mean
vanguardism had
any slackening
to admit that not
of the workers’
only were they
own self-activity,
not organized by
self-organizaany party, but
tion, self-develthey seemed to
opment,
thus
deepening
the Part of the women’s march in Tehran, Iran, on International Women’s Day, March 8, 1979. be organized by
“nobody.”
revolution. Thus,
Yet it would be wrong to think either that it
no sooner had Bazargan tried to reassert his full auwas only spontaneity that was at work, or that “nothority by a takeover of the oil industry than some of
body” organized it. Were it so, Khomeini, for whom
the workers’ leaders at once resigned from the workone million poured out to welcome back, could not
ers’ committees in protest....
proceed so brazenly and so rapidly to try to saddle
This type of worker opposition, if it will once
the Revolution with what he calls “Islamic Repubagain develop a mass base, is the way to stop the
lic” and “Islamic moral code,” and we already saw it
attempted counter-revolution, provided that we, as
at work not only against the women but against the
revolutionaries, in turn, do not forget that to speak
lifestyle of a whole new generation of revolutionary
only of anti-imperialism as if imperialism alone was
youth who are the very heart of this revolution....
responsible for the counter-revolution in Chile, in
There is no doubt that the great weakness of the
Argentina, or anywhere else for that matter, is a demovement now, and not only in Iran, is the lack of
viation.
theory, a theory stemming from a philosophy of
It is a deviation very welcome to and intotal liberation such as was and is Marx’s Hudeed calculated by the indigenous capitalists.
manism, his whole new continent of thought
That is to say, native rulers will say anything,
from the moment he broke from bourgeois soanything at all, so long as thereby the class
ciety in 1843 until his death, 1883, that is to say,
struggle at home can be subordinated to fightfrom his Humanist Essays through Capital and
ing everything “foreign” as enemy no. 1....
the Paris Commune to his Ethnological NoteOr look at the Trotskyists this very moment in
books.
Iran who, while correctly fighting U.S. imperialism,
It took nothing short of the First World War and
are so blinded by their position that Russia is still
the collapse of the established Marxist Second Ina “workers’ state” rather than the other nuclearternational before V.I. Lenin recognized that, witharmed power reaching for single world domination,
out philosophy, without the dialectics of liberation
that they only lay the ground for “The Vanguard
in thought as well as in fact, a Marxism reduced
Party”—Tudeh—who are even louder in their decto economics was inadequate. In any case, what is
lamation against U.S. imperialism, as if it weren’t
most relevant for today, and not only for Iran, is to
Stalin’s Russia that had occupied Iran at the end of
do away with elitism and such quick slogans as the
World War II as U.S. imperialism and Great Britain
need for an “April Theses” to “rearm the party.”...
helped keep Iran in tow during World War II.
The plain facts of how the April Theses came to
Or look at how Khomeini is using the slogan of
be are what we hope will help the Iranian comrades
anti-imperialism to usher in his bourgeois Islamic
work out on the basis of the indigenous and the
republic, to keep Kurdistan within Iran rather than
new, their revolutionary national and international
granting the Kurds, and the many other minorities
forces of revolution, their path to social revolution,
hungering for self-determination, their freedom….
their move from “February” not only to April but to
As for the Iranian masses, they surely have no
“October.”
need of statistics to attest to their miserable condiIt was the shock of the simultaneity of the outtions of labor and life It is the urban poor, 70% of
break of World War I and the collapse of the Secwhose miserable wages—where they have them—go
ond International that compelled Lenin to return
for rent, who were after all the ones to explode on
to Marx’s origins in the Hegelian dialectic and see
Feb. 11, 1979, in Tabriz. What I am pointing to is
that, without it, Marxism was reduced to vulgar mathat the Iranian Revolution started before the days
terialism. He refused to stop with mere exposure of
of insurrection. The poor and the workers were also
the betrayal. Rather, with Capital in hand as well as
the very ones who were pivotal when the Army, too,
the political thesis of the need to “Turn the Imperifolded and many rank-and-file soldiers joined the
alist War into Civil War,” Lenin delved into Hegel’s
masses and gave them arms....
Science of Logic. Of all the revolutionary Marxists...
Unfortunately, all those powerful mass mobiliLenin alone decided that first of all he must reorgazations, and deaths of thousands...are but the mernize his own method of thinking and doing.
est beginnings of anything new, that is to say, workIn a word, before the April Theses were and
er-controlled. Unfortunately, Khomeini still remains
could have been written, there came, first, Lenin’s
very nearly unchallenged....And, unfortunately, the
Philosophic Notebooks (precisely, his Abstract of
Left, too, had unfurled no new banner of freedom,
Hegel’s Science of Logic). Then he worked out his
and some are willing to settle for much, much less,
theory of imperialism—his confrontation with the
being part of State Administration, that is, part of
new state of economy—monopoly capitalism on the
the new ruling bureaucracy, while shouting “antiway to state-monopoly capitalism, not outside of its
imperialism.”
relationship to the proletariat but as related to the
Of course, U.S. imperialism is the most gigantransformation into opposite of a section of the proletic, militaristic, nuclear-armed Titan in the world.
tariat that did gain from capitalism’s extension into
Of course we, as American revolutionaries, must
imperialism. Thirdly, and above all, came a real live
work to see that it never reestablishes itself in Iran
continued on p. 5
or anywhere else. And, of course, we must point to
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French edition of Indignant Heart

CŒUR INDIGNÉ / INDIGNANT HEART
by CHARLES DENBY

Autobiography of a Black American Worker
Translated, presented and annotated
by Camille Estienne

Grandson of slaves, Charles Denby (1907-1983)
spent his childhood on a cotton plantation in Alabama before seeking work in the automobile factories
of Detroit, Mich., where
he became a tough and
seasoned union militant.
On the plantation, his
grandmother told about
her memories of times
under slavery, Black
sharecroppers defended
themselves as best they
could from the violence
of the white landowners,
and the young people left
for the North where they
hoped to escape racism
and exploitation.
But in the factories
in the North, African
Americans were relegated to the hardest,
least skilled and lowestpaid jobs—and the union
leaders urged them to be
patient.
At that point, Denby learned to fight
back. In the midst of
World War II, he organized a wildcat strike
in his shop, which
brought him to the attention of Communist
militants and some
local Trotskyists. The years from 1943 to 1951
were years of political and union apprenticeship—and of direct confrontation with the
multiple forms of racism in the factories and
political groups.
In 1948 Denby joined members of an opposition faction which would soon break with Trotskyism: the Johnson-Forest Tendency. Johnson was
the pseudonym of the West Indian intellectual and
militant C. L. R. James (1901-1989) who had lived in
the U.S. since 1938; Forest was Raya Dunayevskaya
(1910-1987), a militant socialist born in what is now
Ukraine, who had briefly been the secretary of Leon
Trotsky in Mexico in 1937-38. The small group that
assembled around them developed a critical analysis
of the realities of production relations in the Soviet
Union and called into question the necessity of a
party of professional revolutionaries.

PLANTATION WORLD BROUGHT TO LIFE

In many respects, the evolution of the JohnsonForest Tendency resembles that of the French group
Socialism or Barbarism, which came into being during the same period of time. Along the same lines
as Marx’s 1880s “A Workers’ Inquiry,” the American
group strove to bring forth the testimony from different elements that make up the working class, and
Denby was encouraged to tell of his experiences as
a Black worker.
In the first part of his memoir/journal, published in 1952 under the pseudonym of Matthew Ward, Denby forcefully brought to life the
details of the world of the plantation that was
at the same time violent and full of solidarity,
before he told of his many experiences as an
African-American worker in the segregationist South and in the industrial North. Whether
it was about a cotton plantation in the early
1900s, an automobile manufacturing plant in
the 1920s, the city of Montgomery in the 1930s,
or a war industry factory in the 1940s, Denby,
without any trace of self-pity, evokes these
worlds where racial oppression and economic
exploitation reigned supreme.
With the talent of a storyteller that makes us
feel nourished with a rich oral tradition, he chronicles the multiple acts of more or less open resistance by which the exploited fought back. Certain
stories have undoubtedly been told more than once,
and the listeners must have rejoiced, as do we, about
the tricks played here and there by those who have
nothing in common with those who see themselves
as all-powerful.

THE NEW WORLD OF THE MOVEMENT

The second part of the book, published in 1978
along with the 1952 text, brings us into a new world.
The first chapters tell of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the starting point of the African-American Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. These
pages echo the colorful storytelling that Denby did
in the first part of the book, tell of his own revolt
in a bus in Montgomery 20 years earlier. But this

time it’s not just a question of an individual and momentary revolt, but of a mass movement of struggle
against the entire systems of segregation and discriminatory rules in the Southern states.
From the beginning, Denby deeply committed
himself to the movement, returning to the South
whenever he could, meeting with Martin Luther
King, Jr., Rosa Parks and many who remain anonymous, and whose acts of courage called into question
all aspects of a system of oppression in secular life.
In 1955 Denby
became the editorin-chief of a workers’
newspaper, News &
Letters, in which, all
through the 1950s and
1960s, he brought to
light the struggles of
the Black liberation
movement and its internal debates.
As a production
worker in the automobile
industry until his retirement in 1972, he attentively observed the consequences of automation
on working conditions
in the factory and the
workers’ forms of revolt
against the greater and
greater constraint and
submission of the human
being to the machine.
In 1973, as in 1943,
he is on the side of those
for whom revolt translates into wildcat strikes,
strikes that escaped the
control of the labor bureaucracy, against which
he never ceased to fight.
Indignant Heart is a
remarkable testimony on the life and the struggles
of African-American workers in the 20th Century.
—Announcement translated by D. Chêneville

Collection Voix d’en Bas (voices from below)
from Editions Plein Chant, 35 route de Conde,
16120 Bassac, France. www.pleinchant.fr
ISBN 978-2-85452-334-8

Im Reichsten Land
der Welt–Indignant
Heart in German

The German publisher RotbuchVerlag Berlin published the German translation of Indignant Heart
during Charles Denby’s lifetime, in
1981, under the title Im reichsten
Land der Welt: Ein schwarzer Arbeiter erzählt sein Leben, or In the
Richest Country in the World: A
Black Worker Tells his Life Story.
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Brief excerpts from
Indignant Heart

MONTGOMERY 1955

I decided to go back to the South when so many
new developments were taking place among the
Blacks following the 1954 Supreme Court decision
outlawing school segregation and the 1955 murder
of the Black youth Emmett Till in Mississippi.
A lot of tension was building up, and nobody
knew where or when it would break. And on December 5, 1955, there wasn’t a soul who thought that
when a working woman, a seamstress named Rosa
Parks, refused to give up her seat to a white man on
a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, that the break had
come. Each concrete act took everyone by complete
surprise, from the refusal by Mrs. Parks to give up
her seat to a white man, to the response to her arrest and court appearance, to the mass demonstrations led by the then unknown Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., to the Black community running their own
transportation system. It became Revolution, a word
none of us ever used referring to an action defying
the segregated conditions of life in the South. That
mass action of revolt was the Montgomery Bus Boycott…
But after [80% of] the Blacks boycotted the
buses that Wednesday, and then went back to the
bus stops on Thursday, all the bus drivers—and they
were all white then—would pull up to a stop and,
where there were all Blacks standing there, went on
by without picking up a single one of them.
The reaction of the Blacks was, “…We walked
yesterday, we can walk today.” And that, Rev. King
said, was the beginning of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA 1965

When the marchers went through Lowndes
County in the 1965 march from Selma to Montgomery…there had never been a single Black registered
to vote. The whites had the Blacks in Lowndes County so suppressed that they told them if they tried to
join the march, they’d be run off the land and out of
the area…From that point, the march from Selma
to Montgomery, the Blacks in the whole of Lowndes
County began to organize—in that same week…
And when the Blacks learned after the march
that Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, the Michigan wife of a Teamster union official who had come down to join in the
march, had been murdered for joining the freedom
struggle, they just became transformed. Nobody
could see it then, but Mrs. Liuzzo’s actions, aimed
at trying to change the conditions in the U.S. so life
would be based on human relations, was the same
basis that produced the women’s liberation movement a few years later.
A truckload of Blacks went to the Selma courthouse and demanded to be registered to vote. Included were many prominent Blacks in Lowndes County,
who declared that they didn’t want any more nonsense about how many bubbles there are in a bar of
soap. (This was one of the questions asked of Blacks
in Mississippi to disqualify them from voting.) And
they registered for the first time in Lowndes County.

FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

continued from p. 4
revolution—the Irish Easter Rebellion, 1916—which
gave a new dimension to the “National Question” as
self-determination, as the “bacillus” of proletarian
revolution.
Finally, the determinant emerges for that proletarian revolution—State and Revolution...and only
after that could Lenin “rearm” the Party....What resulted—and where we should begin—is “All Power to
the Soviets,” that is to say, all power in the hands of
the masses, their forms of organization, their control of production and the state, their smashing of
the bourgeois state, and by working out a new relationship of theory to practice, and the movement
from practice to theory, the establishment of new
human relations. We have, after all, 62 additional
years of experience, have seen Russia and China also
become transformed into their opposite, with both
vying for U.S. imperialism’s alliance! Surely we cannot behave as if nothing had happened in all those
decades of maturation, aborted revolutions as well
as revolutions transformed into opposite….
Let us extend our solidarity to the embattled
revolutionaries—the new generation of revolutionary students as well as workers; Women’s Liberationists as well as national minorities fighting for
self-determination. Let us extend the activities here
to stop the interfering hand of U.S. imperialism
hungering for oil and the strategic location for its
nuclear global aim.
The struggle continues.
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U.S. RACISM ON TRIAL

Faruq (“Voices from the Inside
Out: Ferguson, Mo., at Three,” Nov.Dec. 2017 N&L) poses a crucial question: “Can Black Lives Matter...develop philosophically, and thereby become
capable of generating something beyond a national discussion of U.S. racism?” Faruq is pointing out that, as
needed and great as it is, BLM would
develop
much more
by having
philosophy as its
ground.
Then Faruq asks
four prisoners about their views on
BLM. Both dimensions merged as
one: a philosophic (dialectical) body
of ideas as its nucleus, and the voices
and actions of subjects fighting for
freedom, constitute the concrete totality of Marxist-Humanism. It is a
revolutionary methodology for social
uprooting.
Young activist
Mexico
***
Right after the hurricanes (“Puerto Ricans Suffer as Donald Trump
Plays to His Racist Base,” Nov.-Dec.
2017 N&L), President Trump was
happy to repeat the ridiculously low
official death count of less than 65 for
Puerto Rico. When it came out that actually over 1,000 people were killed by
the storm or its aftermath, some from
the disruption of medical services by
loss of power, he was just as happy to
never mention it again. The mass media moved on. Nearly 40% of the main
island still lacks power. Many people
still lack medical care, clean water or
adquate housing. But what does a racist president care? Better to refuse aid
and keep denying that climate change
played a part.
Franklin Dmitryev
Chicago
***
Trump is dissing Haiti and Africa. The reason Haiti is so poor is a
direct result of U.S. interference in its
affairs for over 100 years.
Prisoner
Black River Falls, Wisc.
***
Colorado has the harshest antiimmigrant laws. We need organizations to support and help us as hu-
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mans. I was detained three times. I
pay taxes—the President doesn’t. Who
is more criminal? Soy inmigrante,
pero no soy ilegal. (I am an immigrant
but not illegal.)
Jeannette V.
Colorado
***
At Martin Luther King Day in
Detroit I heard the same rhetoric I’ve
heard so many times that only convinces those who believe it. Freedom
Rider Dr. Bernard Lafayette’s talk
was his experiences in actual struggle
and how he felt, which I missed from
other speakers. Where does one go? In
the Civil Rights Movement we had a
sense of what needed to be done and
where we were going. A genuine revolution can’t be organized: it’s something you have to prepare for and be
lucky enough to be in the right place
at the right time.
Steve
Detroit

•

THE RIGHT’S CROCODILE TEARS

Nikki Haley, U.S. ambassador to
the UN and former governor of South
Carolina, opines: “We must not be silent. The people of Iran are crying out
for freedom.” That is so right, Nikki,
that we must not be silent. I can almost see your eyes filled with fake
tears. We must not be silent about
the suffering of Palestinians. We must
not be silent about the suffering of
Yemenis. We must not be silent about
the suffering immigrants who are being detained and deported, children
separated from parents. We must not
be silent about 43 million Americans
living in poverty. We must not be silent about the millions of Americans
without healthcare. Did you cry for
them and release them to freedom?
We must not be silent about our leaders who spread hate and bigotry.
South Asian American
North Carolina
***

THE DIALECTIC AND THE MEANING OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

“Historic initiative of the masses
and Lenin’s philosophic break” (Raya
Dunayevskaya, Nov.-Dec. 2017 N&L)
says to me that the breakdown of the
socialist movement made Lenin turn
to Hegel’s dialectic, making him see
ideas and movement of thought, dialectic, as part of revolution. Hegel’s
principle of self-movement, taken in
human terms, is what is needed to
understand what’s going on subjectively and objectively, and to transform it into liberation.
Basho
Los Angeles
***
As we contend with Trumpism’s
degeneracy, we find meaning and
direction in Russia: from Proletarian Revolution to State-Capitalist
Counter-Revolution.
Dunayevskaya’s writings let us see the Russian
masses “storming the heavens,” and
Lenin’s philosophic breakthrough
that led him to slogans like “all power to the soviets!” and “party work
to be checked by non-party masses.”
Equally important, we see the contradictory forces: “a passion for bossing”
and the failure of the revolution to
spread worldwide that transformed
that magnificent revolution into a
state-capitalist monstrosity.
Revolutionaries today need to
grasp both the greatness of the revolution and the abysmal disaster that
it became. The writings that show
how the Russian Revolution influenced the birth and development of
Marxist-Humanism can help us to
learn how to overcome retrogression
and sustain freedom and humanity.
Susan Van Gelder
Detroit
***
Celebrating the 1917 Russian
Revolution means, above all, to go

back critically to that historic event
in order to “provide us with a needed
vantage point to confront our own
contradictory, unfree world.” Lenin
didn’t “make” the revolution. The
Russian masses did. However, Lenin’s philosophical preparation for
1917—his trip back to the philosophical ground of Marxism: dialectics—
did provide the Bolshevik party with
a vantage point that, in conjunction
with the spontaneous activity of the
masses, made possible the October
Revolution. Can we learn something
about this needed unity of theory
and practice, philosophy and revolution, masses and small groups (parties) of thinker-activists, in order to
face the contradictory reality of our
own world?
J.G.F. Héctor
Mexico City
***
My engagement with the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism has
been of tremendous importance. No
other philosophy speaks to how we
become more human by expanding
on the way we express our humanism to each other on a daily basis. At
the root of the human relationship is
the dialectic process in thought and
activity, which N&L brings to the
forefront for readers to comprehend
because thought defines and guides
our human social relations. As a revolutionary newspaper, N&L has set
itself apart from other papers that
have failed to fully grasp the significance of Karl Marx’s Marxism. N&L
is a true necessity for those of us who
love the idea of freedom and march
willingly to work toward the establishing of real freedom in the world.
Faruq
Represa, Calif.

Nikki Haley made me sick saying
that we can’t be silent about the demonstrators in Iran and how the U.S.
will support them. This at the same
time the Trump administration’s
so-called Justice Department is trying to jail and criminalize hundreds
of peaceful protestors who marched
against Trump’s inauguration and got
caught up in the police riot. Prosecutors are trying to paint nurses and
reporters as “terrorists” because they
were there, because they wore dark
clothes, because Trump hates them. If
it’s injustice Haley is concerned about,
she can start by looking in her own
backyard. But then Haley doesn’t really care about injustice at all.
Women’s Liberationist
Chicago

•

CREEPING FASCISM

To show the lengths Trump will
go in order to kowtow to every whim of
his racist, sexist, capitalistic base, one
of his latest outrages is that his (anti-)
Labor Department proposed rescinding another Obama-era rule mandating that tips belong to the servers so
restaurant owners cannot steal them.
Of course most servers are women.
Many make less than $10/hr, partly
because the rationale has always
been that they get tips! But since the
National Restaurant Association lobbied for this takeaway from the poor,
Trump wants to deliver.
Feminist
Chicago
***
Our Johnny-come-lately president Donald Trump proclaimed himself a “stable genius” in response to
criticism of him in the book Fire and
Fury by Michael Wolff. Trump, born
with a silver spoon in his mouth, and
other members of his ruling class see
capitalism as the be-all and end-all of
everything. But they have gold-plated
blinders on and this is what makes
them all idiots. They refuse to see
any alternative to corrupt capitalism.
Like all proto-fascists, Trump is antiintellectual, a promoter of the Big Lie;
which brings to mind Karl Marx’s admonition of the capitalists of his own
time in the 19th century: “The height
of their intellect resembles a flat
plain.”
Fighting Spirit Little Brother
Battle Creek, Mich.
***
The law extending the administration’s vast warrantless electronic
spying powers was passed with crucial
support from Democratic Congress
members like Nancy Pelosi, Adam
Schiff and Eric Swalwell, who have
been shouting about Trump’s threat
to democracy. The radical right’s often junior, often silent partners—the
Democrats—doin’ business as usual.
Peace activist
Memphis
***
The government shutdown is a
shame. I used to work at Social Security, and those people need their
paychecks. Trump doesn’t care about
anyone, and he could be re-elected by
people full of hate.
Black woman
Chicago

•

CLIMATE CHANGE

The Trump golf resort in Doonbeg, Ireland, is the epitome of capitalism’s way of managing climate
change. While Trump and his lackeys
constantly deny climate change, his
resort applied for—and got—approval
to build sea walls, citing the threat of
global warming. Neighbors warned
the sea walls would damage the public beach and ecosystem and nearby
properties. That’s what the rich and
powerful promise for our future: pro-
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tection for themselves at the expense
of everyone else.
Environmental justice activist
Southern California

•

NUCLEAR ALARMS

The world recently experienced
two frightening false missile alerts in
Hawaii and Japan. For me, these two
false alerts are important warnings to
us, the people of the world, that time
is running out for us to raise our voices and our hearts—and our highest
possible wisdom—in protest of these
dangerous preludes to a nuclear holocaust.
Rama Kumar
Fairfax, Calif.

•

TEACHERS AS LABOR

As a retired teacher, I suspect
that teachers feel really vulnerable if
they are without a union in Wisconsin
because some percentage of their performance evaluations are incorrectly
tied to student test scores. Student
test scores do not adequately measure
the art of a teacher, and non-union
teachers are bereft of protection in
this area.
Retired teacher
Detroit

•

PAT HUNT PRESENTE!

I was devastated to hear of the
passing of Chicago antiwar activist
Pat Hunt in early December. She was
one of the few people in that movement
who had my complete respect. Pat became an activist “late,” in her 40s, in
opposition to Bush’s inhuman war in
Iraq. In 2004 she founded the Chicago area chapter of Code Pink. Pat
was absolutely principled, and deeply
compassionPat Hunt - Photo by Roger Beltrami
ate. She was
one of the few
people in that
movement circle who kept
faith
with
the people of
Iran in their
2009
uprising. She also fully grasped the evil
of the Bashar al-Assad regime and
its assault on the Syrian people. Her
heart went out to human beings, and
had no place or patience for ideologies that justify cruelty. When I broke
with most of the “peace” activists here
to support the Syrian Revolution, Pat
remained a friend. Her health failed,
sadly, but her spirit will remain an inspiration to me.
Gerry Emmett
Chicago

•

JUDY AND DAN PRESENTE!

I applaud your memorialization
of Judy Tanzawa’s and Dan Perron’s
lives. I think this is important. There
are many people who are striving for
a just world who never got recognized.
Their flame goes out and the light
they gave is forgotten. Your articles
keep the light going and inspire others to continue Judy and Dan’s work. I
would like to learn more about Marxist-Humanism.
Stephen Wilson
Huntingdon, Pa.
To our incarcerated readers—
Prisoncrats sometimes choose
to return an issue to us undelivered, but if you have been moved—
to another prison, or within the
same prison—the USPS will not
forward newspapers. Help us keep
N&L in your hands by letting us
know your change of address, including when you are released.
When you leave prison your donor
subscription can continue to your
new address for one additional
year. We do not match up pen
pals, or offer legal advice or access
to attorneys. But this paper is a
place where the voices of people
engaged in struggles inside and
outside prison walls can be heard
speaking for themselves.
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WOMEN’S LIBERATION STRUGGLE CONTINUES
I admire Terry Moon’s bravery in
writing about these events (“#MeToo,”
Nov.-Dec. 2017 N&L). Sexual harassment and abuse do occur at the same
time that aggressors view those they
try to victimize as less than human.
So a true revolution will need to directly and sharply confront and transform this social attitude.
Buddy Bell
Los Angeles
***
A lot of what is coming
out in the #MeToo movement happened long before
Trump ran for office and
that underscores how electoral politics won’t get us out
of this and how fundamental
a change is needed; just as the
abuses that go on within families
show how deep and total a change is
needed.
Feminist observer
Illinois
***
Dunayevskaya had the concept
that the Absolute Idea does not mean
you thinking and that applies to Marx.
Why did Marx single out the Man/
Woman Question? Could Marx tell you
why his ideas developed the way they
did and stand outside of himself and
say this is me thinking? These ideas
had their own compulsion. #MeToo
is people speaking for themselves,
breaking their own chains. Marx
wrote of the Third World based on reports from colonialists. By the time
Dunayevskaya wrote, she got it from
Frantz Fanon, activists in the Cameroon, villagers she met in West Africa.
That made it different because you are
hearing people speak for themselves.
G.E.
Chicago
***
The Women’s March brought to
mind the milkmaids beginning the
1871 Paris Commune and how the
women workers in St. Petersburg
started the February 1917 Revolution
in Russia by having an International
Women’s Day march over the objections of the Bolsheviks and the rest of
the Left. The rising tide of resistance
led by women has borne fruit, such
as the #MeToo movement. The idea
that women are “finally” speaking out

means they are finally being heard.
Alyssa Milano was speaking out for
her TV sister Rose McGowan, saying
that Harvey Weinstein had raped her,
but no one was hearing. If this is happening to an established actor, it tells
you about what happens to women in
less powerful positions.
Bob McGuire
Chicago
***
Think of the price Emmett Till paid for approaching a white woman, and yet
so many in the South are indifferent to 14- and 16-yearolds being raped and harassed by Roy Moore. They
let it pass so he could have a
vote to hold back Black empowerment.
Historian
Chicago
***
The #MeToo movement has taken
off in France under the name of “#balancetonporc,” literally, “turn in your
pig.” The English translation includes
a pun: “squeal on your pig”! There is
also some controversy over language;
in France the Académie has rejected
the new practice of putting names of
professions in such a way that they do
not reflect “default to the masculine.”
In Québec this has been standard
practice for 30 years. The #MeToo
movement has had big political repercussions in Québec, especially
Montréal, where Projet Montréal candidate Valerie Plante defeated Denis Coderre by 5% points and is now
Mayor. Projet Montréal is essentially
social-democratic, but does give some
space to breathe. An entertainment
tycoon named Gilbert Rozon, who
was close to Coderre, was outed for
sexual harassment a couple of weeks
before the election, and the outcry was
strong.
D. Chêneville
Northern California

•

VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS

NPR and the BBC news were
talking about New York banning
books for prisoners. Anything that is
about empowerment or self-reliance,
etc., becomes a threat to modern corrections, which is solely based on the
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new plantation mentality revolving
around warehousing people for the
sake of financial rewards gleaned by
the prison industrial complex. But
now more young people are starting
to see beyond the lies about mass incarceration. When my stepdaughter
graduated college, she wore a variety
of braids, a medallion and sash that
signified her commitment to multiculturalism, women’s issues and ending
the abuses of the U.S. injustice system, especially when it comes to the
prison industrial complex.
Prisoner
Wisconsin
***
Here at High Desert State Prison,
an effort towards rehabilitation has
been started through self-help groups,
think tanks and progressive assemblies within these cages. The warden
as well as many of the keepers, who
seek to see men exit this environment
with the tools needed to avoid returning, support this. However, a group of
keepers completely oppose this constructive effort. They have recruited
some inmates as agents of disruption,
causing chaos, attacking
individuals involved. It’s
a challenge producing
honorable citizens who
are expecting to return to
society with these types of
keepers disrupting progress. Could you mention
this in your publication
to shine an outside light on the situation?
Prisoner
Susanville, Calif.
***
The ideas I have about N&L are
the same as every other person that
receives it. Everyone I see struggling
in my area is fighting for the same
thing as me and as everyone in N&L
is: freedom.
Prisoner
Manistee, Mich.
***
I love the paper. I always look forward to the next one. As a Transgender woman, women’s rights are very
important to me and I like to read
about the activities that are going on
outside of prison.
Prisoner
Indian Springs, Nev.
***
I love everything about your paper and would very much like to con-

tinue getting it. Thank you very much.
I will donate when I can.
Prisoner
Fond Du Lac, Wisc.
***
I am what most call a “jailhouse
lawyer,” though I hate the term myself. I have been receiving N&L for
about six months and I love reading
the paper. It has led to my own personal study of the Marxist-Humanist
agenda, which I became a huge supporter of. If in the future I do win one
of my lawsuits or my financial condition changes for the better I will gladly
cover the cost of my own subscription
and make a donation to your wonderful organization. Your publication
means a lot to a lot more people than
you could ever know.
Prisoner
Marienville, Penn.
***
I think this paper is awesome.
It educates, informs and enlightens
me and everybody else who reads it.
I share your paper with several other people in this pod. It helps me to
change my mind on world views. Me,
and a couple of other guys, are fixing
to meet to discuss world issues and political reform. And we’re
going to discuss certain
articles inside this newspaper.
Prisoner
Hondo, Tex.
***
I really very much
would like to enjoy continuing to get your News & Letters. It
gives us some education on things we
don’t hear about anywhere else. I pass
around your paper to other inmates
and they enjoy reading it as much as
myself.
Prisoner
Beeville, Texas
TO OUR READERS: Can
you donate $5 for a prisoner who
cannot pay for a subscription
to N&L? It will be shared with
many others. scription plus the
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner.
Prisoners are eligible to continue
their free subscriptions when they
first get released, a time when the
system tries to make them forget
the struggle.
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Prisoners discuss impact of 13th Amendment

by Robert Taliaferro

“Neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude, except as punishment for crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”
—13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
An undocumented migrant worker ends up in
California, Florida, the Carolinas or in the Midwest
to work on a farm. They do jobs that no one else
wants and are treated in a fashion that no American
would tolerate, often living and working in conditions that are unconscionable. Because they are in
the country illegally, they can’t complain.

of slavery, we are drawn to the historical elements
which surrounded the enslavement of Black men,
women and children in the Americas. Many define

SLAVERY RIFE IN U.S. AND THE WORLD

In the suburbs a legal immigrant is hired as a
domestic servant. She signs a contract she might not
understand for wages, food, clothing and a place to
sleep. What she gets is intolerance, lies and abuse.
Meanwhile, in some small U.S. town, a youth is
tired of the abuse they are getting at home and runs
away. They too have no resources to fall back on and
are subject to predation. Before long they become
human trafficking statistics.
The actual nature of these abuses can be
found in any number of legal actions and is in
plain sight in every state. There are approximately 29 to 30 million people being treated
as slaves around the world and anywhere between 300,000 to 600,000 of those individuals
are living in the U.S. at any given time.
Economic globalization has contributed to human trafficking becoming one of the largest growing
criminal enterprises in the world, which preys on
the desire of people to create better lives for themselves and their families.
Generally, when we talk about the condition

The limitations of
restorative justice

Huntingdon, Penn.—I want to make a point concerning Faruq’s statement, “We all have heard it
said by presidents that amerika is a nation founded
on laws.” (See “Voices from the inside out: Ferguson,
Mo., at three,” Nov.-Dec. N&L.) As a prisoner, I’m
sure you know what legal standing is. The truth is
that we, Black folk, have no legal standing before
the law. We never have. We are not a legal personality unless we are culpable before the law. Otherwise
we are seen as property, something to be acted upon
and used which has no legal standing for redress.
This is a remnant of slavery. The slave had
no legal personality before the law. He/she
could not petition the courts for harms done.
The only time the slave stood before the court
was as an accused person. The slave wasn’t
seen by the court as a personality unless he/
she was being charged with a crime. Doesn’t
this sound like 2017-18?
We have witnessed the murders of many Black
and Brown unarmed people by law enforcement and
vigilantes. Was there justice? In fact, in each case,
the deceased was put on trial. They were given the
job test: Was he a good and faithful servant who eschewed wickedness? Respectability politics was the
play of the day. Their deaths, before the law, became
ungrievable. They, like the slave before the law, had
no legal personality. We have to get away from the
“law.” We have to see how law is used to create and
reproduce oppression and death.

NEED FOR TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE

The last comment regarding Faruq’s piece is
that when we talk about restorative justice we have
to understand that it does not address the structural
inequalities that lead to injustice in the first place.
It does not address the basic assumptions of the system, such as who gets to be defined as criminal and
what gets to be defined as the community.
We should push for transformative justice
whose end goal is not only to restore relationships but to transform society in the process.
Its focus is not only on the specific harm done,
but on the structures that create oppression
and the inequality in the first place.
Randall James’s statement: “Because mental
health treatment is more expensive than throwing
people in jail,” is wrong. This is his understanding
of why the mentally impaired are warehoused in
prisons and jails. The reality is that incarceration
is four times as expensive as treatment in the community. But neoliberalism destroys community. So
poor people who need mental health treatment cannot receive it unless they are imprisoned where the
money is funneled into the pockets of incompetent,
ineffectual but politically connected people.
This is why people can get substance abuse
treatment, mental healthcare and physical healthcare in prison but not while free. Moreover, prisons
disappear the surplus of neoliberalism. It disappears the disposables.
—Stephen Wilson

fined in this nation’s prisons, to women, workers and even children as the historical application of both amendments had technical—and
in the case of prisoners actual—exclusions regarding those particular populations.
The abolition of chattel slavery created a distinct change in the work relationships of emancipated slaves to their former masters and the social
and economic strata of the South were drastically
altered. The criminal exceptions, however, gave lawmakers in the U.S. South hope; allowing them to
create “Black Codes” which were designed to criminalize aspects of life which could be designed to lock
up Black people, thus providing a constitutionally
protected slave labor force despite the enactment of
Reconstruction Amendments. Welcome to Jim Crow.

LIMITATIONS OF THE 13TH AMENDMENT

the end of government-supported slavery in the U.S.
with the Emancipation Proclamation, the enactment of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, or
the end of the Civil War.
Few realize that despite the Reconstruction 13th and 14th Amendments, slavery was
still alive and well when it came to people con-

‘Corrections’ steals
from inmates, families

The Virginia Department of Corrections (VDOC)
is appropriating funds in the Inmate Savings Account (ISA) for their own use while at the same time
gaining interest off ISA money.
On Jan. 1, 2013, the VDOC instituted an ISA
where 10% of all funds to an inmate must be put into
the ISA payable to the inmate upon release. However, the ISA is nothing but a slush fund for the VDOC.
The funds in the ISA are placed in the local
government investment pool (LGIP), which garners
interest. However, inmates receive none of the interest. For any time period, monthly, quarterly, etc.,
payouts to released inmates are always substantially less than funds received into the ISA for the corresponding time period. This is how it was designed
to operate in perpetuity.
Let’s use a very conservative $50,000 per month
enters into ISA. At its inception payouts were practically zero and for the first year payouts were minor.
Millions of dollars have entered into the
ISA and are still in it. Now interest alone can
cover payouts. So in actuality, money received
into the account can be used as slush funds.
Today there are more prisoners doing longer
sentences. There is no parole and you must do 85%
of your time. There are thousands of prisoners paying into the ISA whose money will be held for 25 to
40 years or longer. They will max out the $1,000 savings limit and the state will hold their funds for two
decades and longer. Only life sentence prisoners are
exempt from the ISA scheme, so that’s money the
VDOC can use to their advantage. The $1,000 put in
in 2013 will not have the same value when prisoners
are released in 2043 or later.

JPAY RIPS OFF PRISONERS’ FAMILIES

Furthermore when this scheme was implemented, the VDOC allowed JPay Incorporated to process
all money sent to an inmate. Now our families pay
JPay a $5 or more processing fee to send us money.
JPay pays the VDOC for the access to us. The VDOC
is getting paid all around the board.
I want to have the interest redistributed
throughout the ISA to each prisoner according to
what they have deposited.
The VDOC does not disclose what is in the
ISA or how much is received into the ISA nor
the corresponding payouts during a set period.
This scheme has nothing to do with public safety, the welfare of the prisoner or common decency.
Let’s say prisoner X serving 45 years saves up
$1,000. During his long stay in prison he becomes
indigent. He has to see the medical department, sick
call, dentist, doctor, etc. and he will incur a medical
loan that, let’s say gets to $1,000 (this is reasonable;
I myself ran up a $160 medical bill in three months).
When released, $1,000 will be taken from his
ISA to satisfy the medical bills. He then will be
given $25 gate money. And this for a prisoner who
has been away from society for three decades. This
is VDOC policy.
A real concern for public safety and a prisoner’s
reentry would be to set up a payment plan with the
parole officer. To take savings is criminal itself. This
whole scheme is a money grab.
—Prisoner

Congressional records of 1864 and 1865 show
that there was an avid debate regarding the broadness of the language in the 13th Amendment. It not
only threatened the dominion of the master over
their slaves, but it challenged the dominion of the
master (white males) over any master/servant relationship, which opponents to the Amendment said
included children, wives and apprentices.
Though Black men were given the right to
vote by virtue of the 14th Amendment, women
of any color were not given those same rights
until the passage of the 19th Amendment. Slavery of any form is about economics and control
and the Reconstruction Amendments did very
little to change those elements.
If we are to create a truly equitable and rational
society, we need to stop attempting to rationalize the
cultural differences between an apple and an orange
and terminate—as a nation and culture—all justifications for even the concept of slavery in any form or
fashion, starting with the constraints that still allow
slavery to be a part of our current heritage by virtue
of the 13th Amendment.



Prison slavery

continued from p. 1
What the Commissioner described shows why
and how the Black Codes played into the southern
attitude. It was being in violation of the Black Codes
in the majority of instances, or merely the words of a
white man, that landed a Black person in jail or prison. Convict leasing became integral to the South’s
ability to restart its economic production in laborintensive areas, e.g., roads, lumber, farming, cotton
and mining.*
In our present-day reality the fear of alleged
criminality has fostered the atmosphere for mass
incarceration—a process facilitated by the creation
of a host of new laws designed to entrap people for
a violation of some petty offense. It is that specific
wording in the 13th Amendment that has serious
consequences for all U.S. prisoners—perhaps more
so for prisoners in the southeastern states’ prison
systems. Several Southern states’ prison systems
reflect the pre-Civil War slave plantation era where
prisoners are forced to labor daily in fields planting
and harvesting various crops as if they were, in fact,
slaves, while other prisoners are forced to labor in
menial jobs that also provide for the daily operation
and maintenance of prisons. In the U.S. prison system, excluding the injurious effects of field labor, the
drudgery of menial labor is universal. It affords no
process for the development of human potential.

NO TO ALIENATING LABOR

Throughout the U.S. prison system the search
for what it means to be human is permeating the
consciousness of prisoners. All forms of anti-human behavior that brought prisoners to prisons
are steadfastly rejected and in their place is a new
and different quality of being. The self-recognition
of human worth has fostered the natural incentive
to push back on everything that does not afford the
sense of self-respect. Thus prisoners are voicing the
need to attack the language of the 13th Amendment
that allows for involuntary servitude once people are
convicted of a crime. Conscious of the enormity of
such an undertaking, prisoners know that unity is
power and that unified prisoners have the ability to
fundamentally alter the manner in which U.S. prison systems function today.
* A vivid depiction of the period of history following
the Civil War that shows the dehumanization of a people is
in the book, Slavery by Another Name: The Re-Enslavement
of Black Americans from the Civil War to World War II, by
Douglas A. Blackmon (Random House, 2008).

Subscribe to News & Letters!

You can read News & Letters online but subscribing
for only $5 a year means this paper can continue to
be printed and available to prisoners and to those
without access to the internet.
For ordering information see page 7.
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(In)justice system confronted

Oakland, Calif.—Various prisoner support organizations gathered before an Alameda County Board
of Supervisors Public Safety Committee hearing on
jails and detention centers in November. What made
this demonstration and intervention in the hearing
special was that it became an airing of ideas in the
movement confronting the whole justice system.
Prisoners’ recent hunger strike at the
county jail forced a
discussion of their Urszula Wislanka for News & Letters
demands: end of indeterminate
solitary
confinement, physical
access to loved ones
and lawyers, fair grievance procedures, clean
clothing, and decent
food.
Dozens of people took
the floor to testify about
conditions in the jail,
sometimes from first–
hand experiences, sometimes as reported by loved
ones inside.
A Black woman related her ordeal after
she was arrested. Even
though she stated at the
outset that she had a medical condition, she was not
allowed her medications nor any food for more than
the 24 hours she was in custody. She reminded the
commissioners that she was not a convicted criminal, she was just arrested and her guilt was not established. In fact all charges against her were dismissed.

PRISON GUARDS ARE OFTEN ‘ABUSERS’

Others spoke to the prisoners’ specific demands.
For example, solitary confinement does not rehabilitate people; it is designed to break them.
Our communities are not safer; they are endangered not only by people broken by abuse, but also by
abusers. Abusers often lose their humanity “doing
their job” of torturing prisoners. People there insisted that board members need to hear from prisoners
themselves, not just from jailers or even concerned
community members.

QUEERNOTES
Chicago’s North Park University recently suspended pastor Judy Peterson. The Evangelical Covenant Church had suspended her credentials for presiding at the marriage of two men. Peterson knew
it could happen but said that she would “stand with
my brothers in the same way Jesus has stood with
me; in everything and at all times, no matter what.”
* * *
Because New York Governor Andrew Cuomo
banned nonessential travel to Mississippi over Mississippi’s new law that makes it legal to deny services to same-sex couples, the University of Southern Mississippi will have three home games dropped
from their baseball schedule. The University’s head
coach complained, “I’m sure it’s going to cost us for
sure. That’s three gates and everything that goes
into a game day in terms of revenue.”
* * *
Women of the Kenwood Ladies’ Pond Association in Hampstead Heath, Britain, issued a statement on Jan. 2 proclaiming they are “committed to
helping to create at the Ladies’ Pond an inclusive
environment for all women, including transgender
women, which is free from discrimination, harassment or victimization.” Their statement was made
to stop a very few of the ladies from trying to keep
Trans women from swimming in the Kenwood Ladies’ Pond on New Year’s Day.
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The prisoners’ demands are real and concrete. Unfortunately, some activists consider
concrete as the opposite of “ideal.” The “ideal”
may be prison abolition, but the practical and
concrete is advocating for prison reform. What
makes prisoners’ demands aspects of the same
struggle is their spirit. The spirit of the hunger
strike, for example, was a cry for recognition
that prisoners are human beings. It echoed
the Pelican Bay
hunger strikes
of 2011–13.
Those strikes
won a change in
California’s state
prisons:
prisoners can no longer be placed in
indeterminate
solitary confinement based on
guards’ “validation” of them as
gang
members.
(See Pelican Bay
Hunger Strikers:
‘We want to be
validated as human,’ which can
be ordered on p. 7.)
That underlying humanist spirit keeps reappearing, both in state prisoners’ ongoing struggles
and in other states and other prisons.
Will the self-expansion of what it means to be
human through new human relations become recognized as concrete as it is in its expression in the
prisoners’ demands? Being validated as human is
in constant movement, and it keeps re-emerging in
ever new forms: in opposition to punishment of HIVpositive women in Chowchilla in the 1990s, in opposition to racial gang validation at Pelican Bay in
2011, in opposition to narrow nationalisms all over
the world now. The prisoners’ actions have added a
new dimension to the reach for a new humanism.
—Urszula Wislanka

Martin Luther King
Day in Detroit

Detroit—A diverse crowd at Detroit’s Martin
Luther King Day rally and march was even larger
than last year’s turnout, proving that we refuse to
acquiesce to the blatant anti-humanism of the 45th
president.

MANY ISSUES ADDRESSED

Powerful remarks by Kimberly Simmons of the
Juvenile Lifers’ Support Group told us that Michigan has delayed the mandatory re-evaluation of lifers who were juveniles when sentenced. Over 300
remain behind bars.
Vanessa Fluker, “The People’s Lawyer,”
urged participants to confront the rise in lead
poisoning in Detroit attributed to shortcuts in
the demolition of old houses with lead paint
and to the deterioration of quality housing in
Detroit. Both the mortgage crisis of 2007-2008
and the massive numbers of foreclosures due
to illegal and unconscionably high residential
property taxes in Detroit have allowed slumlord speculators to buy houses cheaply and
rent them out without making needed repairs.
Improper demolition and unrepaired houses
release lead paint into the environment.
Fluker declared that it is up to us as activists
to understand the interrelations and effects on the
quality of Detroiters’ lives. “A child under six (the
age group most vulnerable to lead poisoning) should
not have to worry about lead, or quality of life…this
is tantamount to genocide.” She urged everyone to
take action, because there are so many fronts where
action is needed. “We have the capacity to do this for
our next generation of activists,” she declared.
Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Bernard Lafayette, a Freedom Rider, founder of the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee and an
organizer for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference’s Chicago Campaign, reenacted the Civil Rights Movement when he
sang the songs the masses of jailed Freedom
Riders created when their jailers took away
their mattresses and toothbrushes. All who
heard him felt the power of a mass movement.
However, Lafayette’s talk did not give much direction for today’s struggles. The organizing coalition, led by the Workers World Party, encouraged
participants to rally again on the anniversary of
Trump’s inauguration. But that party flies in the
face of King’s legacy by constantly trying to mislead
the movement, supporting murderous dictators like
Assad in Syria and Kim Jong-un in North Korea.
Understanding King’s legacy is still important for
all of today’s freedom struggles.
—Susan Van Gelder
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Narihiko Ito 1931-2017

We honor the life of Narihiko Ito (1931-2017)
and mourn his death on Nov. 29. Ito was one of the
world’s foremost scholars on Rosa Luxemburg and
wrote profoundly on her life and thought. He founded the International Rosa Luxemburg Society and
chaired it for almost four decades. Looking back to
its founding, he wrote that after the USSR invaded
Afghanistan in December 1979, he saw the need
for a Rosa Luxemburg Association (RLA) because
“I thought we had to create a principle of the new
Socialism by studying Rosa Luxemburg’s works and
theory” (“A Japanese Marxist’s View: Luxemburg,
Dunayevskaya and 21st Century Socialism,” MayJune 2010 N&L).

DEVOTED TO STRUGGLE AND THOUGHT

Ito was a lifelong anti-war activist and theoretician, writing often in defense of Article 9 of the
Japanese Constitution, which formally outlaws war
by the Japanese state and the maintenance of armed
forces with war potential.
He sought Japan’s reconciliation with Korea and China, both of which had been brutally occupied by Japan before and during
World War II. He served as Co-Chairman of the
non-state International Criminal Tribunal for
Afghanistan and International Criminal Tribunal for Iraq.
As a professor in social sciences at Chuô University in Tokyo, visiting professor in various universities, activist and scholar, Ito published numerous articles and books in Japanese, German and English,
including, among others, “Rosa Luxemburg. Economic and Historic-Political Aspects of Her Work”
and “The Peace Article of the Japanese Constitution—for a World without War and Militarism.”
For News & Letters Ito wrote “Karl Marx and
Rosa Luxemburg Are Revolutionaries for Our Time”
(Jan.-Feb. 1992), “Luxemburg Rooted in Women’s
Liberation” (Dec. 1992), “A Japanese Marxist’s View:
Luxemburg, Dunayevskaya and 21st Century Socialism” (May-June 2010), and “Fukushima’s ‘ManMade Disaster’” (July-Aug. 2011).

ITO’S FRIENDSHIP WITH DUNAYEVSKAYA

In the memorial issue of N&L to Raya Dunayevskaya (July 25, 1987, in the “On the International Impact of Marxist-Humanism” section), he
recounted how she had written to him in early 1980
as soon as she heard of the RLA’s founding, and sent
him a draft chapter from the book she was writing,
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution. Then:
“In April 1980, I had a one-hour program on
Rosa Luxemburg on Japanese TV. I introduced the
Japanese public to Raya’s study. That was the beginning of our friendship.”
Writing on the centenary of her birth (“A Japanese Marxist’s view: Luxemburg, Dunayevskaya and
21st Century Socialism”), he added:
“When she sent me her new book Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution in 1982, I was deeply impressed. I wanted to talk with her directly and
sent her an invitation to the Third International RLA Conference in Paris in May 1983.”
When the book’s second edition was published,
he studied it all over again and wrote:
“For the first time, she placed Rosa Luxemburg’s life directly into the history of the women’s
liberation movement, and connected her thought to
today’s women’s movement.
“She also shed new light on Rosa Luxemburg’s
relationship with the ‘Black Dimension’ and with
the liberation movement of the Third World.
“She found new meaning in Marx’s last
writings….She also placed Marx into the history of the women’s liberation movement as a
radical thinker on the Man/Woman relationship for the creation of a new human society.
Moreover, what is important is that she took
up the totality of Marx’s works after the Paris
Commune, together with the 1872-75 French
edition of Capital and the Critique of the Gotha Program (1875), and showed how revolutionary he was right up until his death” (“Karl
Marx and Rosa Luxemburg Are Revolutionaries for Our Time”).
To Ito it was no mere academic question but always a question of not only the present but the future liberation of humanity:
“Dunayevskaya insisted [in 1941] that capitalism, the state and military violence are one unit
which is fundamentally different from socialism
which will be composed without capitalism, the state
and military violence. By re-reading her works…can
we see what kind of society should be created in the
21st Century?” (“A Japanese Marxist’s view: Luxemburg, Dunayevskaya and 21st Century Socialism”)
Let us honor Ito by tackling that question in
both theory and life.
—Franklin Dmitryev

Readers: We want to hear from
you! Write to us or email!
See contact information on this page.
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Iranians reach for new beginnings

jan Sefti www.flickr.com/photos/kurdistan4all

continued from p. 1
Trump. Khamenei doesn’t believe this, of course—
of God,” as the hypocrite regime charges. They
maybe nobody could believe it except certain pseudosee the way the theocrats have reduced “releftists who the ruling class has learned to jerk to
ligion” to the most brutal kind of primitive
its will.
capitalist accumulation, hardly different in
What Trump has done, with his Dec. 6
essence than ISIS. The Revolutionary Guards
provocation “recognizing” Jerusalem as the
that
murder
capital of IsSyrian revolurael, is match
tionaries, and
the
Iranian
destroy Syrian
regime in recities,
profit
ligious obscuby a mafiarantism. It is
like control of
important to
Iran’s
econounderstand
my—constructhe logic of
tion, banking,
this
move:
telecommuniby
appointcations, insuring
himself,
ance,
hotels
in
essence,
and sports.
“defender of
Rouhani
the
shrine,”
coopted the lanTrump means
guage of the
to place himGreen Movement
self at the
for his election
forefront
of
campaign,
but On Jan. 7 an Iranian woman protester appeals to the Iranian army not to harm the demonthe
vicious
linked it to his strators.
anti-Muslim
support for genomovement
cide in Syria. Inthat
grew
deed, the real difference between Rouhani and the
from the Bosnian genocide, Russian revan“hardliners” is more a disagreement between this
chism under Putin, and the network of racists
mafia state-capitalism and private capitalists who
and neo-fascists that has entrenched itself in
desire a better relationship with international busiEuropean and U.S. politics.
ness and finance. This is much like the split that
Further, Trump means to consolidate his racist
existed in Turkey that fueled the rise of reactionary
base through an appeal to those religious fanatics
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s Justice and Dewho care nothing about Israel as a historic fact, but
velopment Party.
only as the key to the End Times. These figures were
Iran’s working-class youth rightly want off this
ecstatic at his move. They will duly preach God and
treadmill.
Trump. It is a perfect storm of reaction.
Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem was
REACTION FEEDS UPON REACTION
done at the expense of the Palestinians. It
The most ridiculous thing said of these demfirst destroyed the unity agreement between
onstrations is that they were inspired by Donald
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority. It also
drove a final knife through the heart of the
two-state solution—as it was meant to do. In
Trump’s mind, it places Israel in a subordinate
Andrew Blowers, in his book The Legacy of Nuposition as “the West’s first line of defense,” as
clear Power, analyzes four nuclear legacy areas as
European fascists and West Bank settlers have
being “peripheral,” a category with four characterlong contended.
istics: (1) geographically remote, (2) economically
It posits Palestinians as invaders of their own
needy, (3) non-conforming and powerless politically
country. The UN objected, but Israel currently has
(somewhat unaware), and (4) socially homogeneous.
solid economic relations with the U.S., Russia, ChiAlthough Blowers didn’t include Yucca
na and India, and common interests with Saudi AraMountain in Nevada in his four peripheral
bia and other states in opposing Iran’s imperialism
sites, it qualifies. The choice of Yucca Mounwith their own imperialism.
tain for the geologic disposal of U.S. nuclear
PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION
waste started with forcing it into peripheralThe Iranian youth substituted real human
ity—declaring it an arid, empty wasteland.
needs for illusory, and increasingly decadent, reliThat the Western Shoshone Indians owned
gious rhetoric. They reached for internationalism in
the land, lived well on it and had farms, sheep
their opposition to the regime’s genocidal imperialand plenty of water (from knowing where to
ism. They have proven once again the revolutionary
look) was immaterial to the legislative power
nature of the working class.
that rammed it through without considering
These achievements serve to emphasize
at least seven other possibilities.
the responsibility of the revolutionary theoThere was no scientific investigation as to the
retician. Every new beginning must be made
best choice. Instead, Congress made Yucca Mountain
from the absolute. It means that the idea of
the site and has been trying to make it fit the criteria
freedom concretizes itself in real historic
for a High Level Radioactive Waste (HLRW) dump
struggles and can open new perspectives. In
ever since, including easing up on the requirements.
articulating the depth of mass grievances, the
Senator Harry Reid mounted a successful cammovement only begins the hard work of propaign to kill the Yucca Mountain dump, but now he
jecting an idea of freedom that can provide a
has left Congress. Donald Trump’s administration
liberatory direction.
is in power, and the four criteria for peripheral comWe wholeheartedly endorse the initiative of the
munities have been forced upon the Shoshone.
Alliance of Middle Eastern Socialists, who write:
(1) Their sheep herds, in the wisdom of the U.S.
“We support the popular protests in Iran and
Agriculture Department, were declared too large
call on progressives in the region and throughout the
and were slaughtered. That’s how the population beworld to stand in solidarity with them as well. We
came economically needy—even hungry.
believe it is an absolute necessity to build regional
(2) Of course the Indians were oppressed from
and global solidarity with anti-authoritarian strugthe beginning so they fulfilled the requirement of begles for democracy, social justice and equality, and
ing politically powerless.
to oppose patriarchy, racism, sectarian or homopho(3) And they were culturally homogeneous—
bic discrimination and prejudice. We hope the curhaving lived in the Southern Nevada/Southeastern
rent protests in Iran will force the Iranian regime to
California desert for generations.
withdraw its military and financial support for the
(4) Geographically remote? Most white people
murderous regime of Bashar al-Assad in Syria, and
think so.
to end its reactionary interventions in the region. We
Yet the Southwest Indians did not stop resisting
also hope that the efforts by some elements to inject
U.S. government power over their sacred mountain
anti-Arab chauvinism into the movement will be returned into a contaminated, dirty water nuclear
jected in order to reach out to grassroots struggles
dump.
across the region.”
The unanswerable question remains: What
This initiative can be so articulated by virtue
do we do with HLRW? The first answer should
of the historic freedom struggles waged in the Arab
be “Stop making it.” But there is no answer to
Spring revolts and particularly the Syrian Revoluthe question, “Where shall we put it?”
tion.
To become involved go to www.NIRS.org, click
This is why Marxist-Humanism grasps the
on campaigns and choose “Don’t Waste America,”
struggles in Bosnia and Syria as philosophic
where you will find an ongoing list of possibilities.
categories necessary for understanding the course
In Europe anti-nuclear organizations are active in
of history, and opening the possibility of transcendevery country. Canada, also, has ongoing informaing the inhuman contradictions facing humanity.
tion in conjunction with U.S. activists, particularly
We look forward to further dialogue with a new genin the Great Lakes Basin. In Illinois, the U.S. state
eration of revolutionaries who have looked into the
presently harboring more nuclear waste than any
smile of the bourgeoisie and seen the fires of hell
other, you can access the Nuclear Energy Informaraging there. Together we can create a new language, and a new reality.
tion Service at neis.org.
—January

Fight nuclear waste

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2018

HANDICAPTHIS!
On Dec. 6, Disability Rights California filed suit
against Santa Barbara County and its Sheriff’s Office on behalf of five disabled prisoners who suffered
injury or death in their jail. Over half the jail’s inmates utilized county mental health services before
being confined. Attorney Aaron Fischer stated, “The
suit is an opportunity to take a hard look at everybody who’s currently incarcerated; is it necessary for
them to be in custody? Is it appropriate? The answer
for a lot of people at SB County Jail is ‘no.’ ”
—Information from Rewire
* * *
In January, the Department of Education released a report finding that the Texas Education
Agency in 2004 had capped the percentage of students who could receive special education services.
The number of students receiving services declined
by 32,000 between 2004 and 2017, despite enrollment in Texas schools growing by more than a million students. Will U.S. Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos rectify this injustice? She has previously rescinded 72 guidance documents on the rights of disabled students—despite opposition from disability
rights groups and education advocates.
* * *
Intense criticism met Esther McVey’s recent
appointment as the UK’s new Work and Pensions
Secretary. As former Minister for the Disabled,
McVey appeared to relish removing disability support. She claimed there were “vast numbers of bogus
disabled.” She was especially brutal toward those
with mental health issues. As disability rights activist Paul Dodenhoff wrote, “British disabled people
continue to bear the brunt of aggressive ‘austerity’
measures put in place after 2010 to ease its national
debt problem…caused by the hundreds of billions
the UK government used to bail out the dodgy activities of its banks and financial institutions from
2008 onwards.”

EDITORIAL

Blacks trounce Trump

continued from p. 1
awaiting Special Counsel Robert Mueller as a white
knight to save us all, when we already have ample
evidence of Trump’s collusion with Russia and his
role as a stooge of Putin.

REPUBLICANS MIRED IN RACISM

Trump proved his control of the Republican Party when no Republican Senator dared vote against
the deeply unpopular upward redistribution of
wealth that he called a tax cut bill. Even had Majority Leader Mitch McConnell not blocked Doug Jones
from taking his seat, they had every Republican vote
to guarantee passage.
Senators’ collusion with Trump was underlined when they lied away his well-documented
racist “shithole countries” outburst. Trump
has undercut any restraints on the courts supporting his agenda by pushing Neil Gorsuch
onto the Supreme Court and packing the lower
courts with over 100 appointments into vacancies created by Republican obstruction during
Barack Obama’s presidency.
The most dangerous blind alley for Trump’s selfdescribed opponents to get caught in is accepting his
ground and blaming Hillary Clinton or the Democrats or socialists or whoever the target is for not appealing enough to the white working class. These opportunists are ignoring easily unearthed facts about
the 2016 election, not merely voter suppression but
the correlation of higher income with a higher vote
margin for Trump and the strong rejection of Trump
by union members, despite the inroads he made
among workers who had voted previously for Obama.

‘BLACK MASSES AS VANGUARD’

But there is no chance of envisioning workers’
solidarity if we swallow the fiction that the white
working class is reactionary. As American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard demonstrates, despite periods when capitalists are able
to stay entrenched by pitting white workers against
Blacks or against more recent immigrants, workers’ gains and the hope for revolution come at critical moments when white workers identify their own
struggles with the ongoing struggles of oppressed
minorities.
The right wing has done its best to tar Black
Lives Matter, founded by Black women, as a terrorist group because it fears the movement against
police killing of young Blacks that it inspired. The
mass movement of Blacks that the Alabama election
hints at, that is equally inspired by Black women,
indicates the path needed to extricate us from this
stench of Trumpism that eats away even at those attempting to oppose Trump.
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Syrians & Iranians unite in D.C. rally Anti-war protest in LA

out complications. Most notably, after it was
Washington, D.C.—More than 200 protesters
agreed and publicized, the Iranian organizer
from the Syrian and Iranian diaspora and solidarinformed the Syrian solidarity activists that
ity activists braved the bitter cold and post-holiday
the neoconservative Republican politician
disarray to stage a joint protest in front of the
Newt Gingrich had been invited to speak at
White House on Jan. 6 to demand an end to the
the rally! Obviously,
Bashar al-Assad dictawe made our oppositorship and the Iranian
tion clear to our Iratheocracy.
nian
counterparts
Waving the flags
but
were
informed
and chanting the slothey viewed any supgan
of
opposition
port for the legitimate
movements from both
struggles of Iranians
countries, our gathas welcome.
ering was a spirited,
This, and some of
but shivering, patch of
the Iranian chants for
color against the drab,
People’s
Mujahadeen
wintry landscape of
(MEK) leader Maryam
the Trump regime’s
Rajavi, and slogans (“We
palace.
demand regime change”),
Together
we
deare a challenge for leftmanded an end to the
ists engaged in solidarbombing and sieges of
ity work with the Syrian
Free Syrians in East
and Iranian diaspora, as
Photo: Ann Eveleth
Ghouta, Idlib and other
the MEK is the dominant
opposition-held areas; a
force in many Iranian
rejection of the Vladimir
diaspora
communities.
Putin-led “negotiations”
Without getting into the
farce being held at Sochi
to entrench Bashar al- Syrians and Iranians at a rally in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 6, 2018. complexities of the MEK’s
history, suffice it to say it
Assad’s rule; an end to
is far more influential in
the Khamenei-Rouhani
the Iranian diaspora than in Iran itself. But until a
clerical regime of Iran; and the release of political
more clearly principled and deeply rooted Iranian
prisoners in both Syria and Iran, where recent prodiaspora grouping makes an appearance as an actests led by the working class in rural areas have
tual organizing force, both Syrians and their allies
grown into sustained nationwide demonstrations,
have to contend with their dominance–or withdraw
met by brutal repression and thousands of new arfrom solidarity efforts.
rests.

CONTRADICTIONS IN JOINT EFFORT

Our rally grew out of a decision to merge two
separate initiatives—the global call for a #2ndDayofRage4Syria by our Anti-War Committees in Solidarity with the Struggles for Self-Determination
(AWCs) in collaboration with East Ghouta activists, and the Rally to Support #IranProtests, hosted
by the Organization of Iranian-American Communities (OIAC), whose members have been active
supporters of Syrian-American solidarity work
for years. It would have been counter-productive
to hold back-to-back rallies with the same participants, so we agreed to merge the two efforts.
However, this joint effort was not with-

David Turpin

#2ndDayofRage
4Syria in Chicago

Ukrainians in Chicago opposing Russian imperialism in Crimea and
in Syria join others on the 2nd Day of Rage for Syria.

Chicago—On the Second Day of Rage for Syria,
Jan. 7, Chicago was one of several cities across the
world that held a demonstration in solidarity with
the people of Syria fighting for freedom and against
their genocidal ruler, Bashar al-Assad.
Signs and slogans conspicuously declared
solidarity not only with Syrians but with the
Iranian revolt, with political prisoners in
Egypt, with Palestinians in Jerusalem, and
with Yemenis being bombed. We were joined
for a time by Ukrainians demanding an end to
the Russian annexation of Crimea, agreeing
with us that Russian imperialism must be opposed, whether in Ukraine or in Syria, where
Assad’s greatest supporters have been Russian
bombs.
Some protesters were from the Indiana Antiwar Committee in Solidarity with the Struggles for
Self Determination, some were originally from Syria, and some from News and Letters Committees.
Though chilled to the bone from a frigid
wind whipping off Lake Michigan and the Chicago River as we stood in front of the Chicago
Tribune Tower, we were cognizant of the far
greater risks taken by protesters that day in
places like Aleppo and Moscow.
We declared that, like them, we recognize the
serious setbacks that the freedom struggles have
undergone, but we are not giving up. We want the
world to know that the struggle continues and all
should support it.
—Franklin Dmitryev

A SUCCESSFUL INTERNATIONAL ACTION

Fortunately, even though Gingrich drew the
attention of Fox News, few protesters stopped to
listen as he droned on. Most of us were too busy
making contact with fellow activists and handing
out flyers. I shared a dual-flyer combo, for both
Syria and Iran, featuring an AWCs flyer, a statement from East Ghouta activists, a call to action
by the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Factory Workers in
Iran, and a solidarity petition demanding freedom
for student activists arrested in the protests. Both
were well-received.
The #2ndDayofRage4Syria carried on elsewhere
as planned the next day with notable success, given
the small size of our organizing team, with Syrians
and friends raising the banner of a #FreeSyria in at
least 16 different locations across the world, from
Chicago and NYC to Belgium, and most outstandingly even Moscow, right in the heart of Putin’s Russia.
—Ann Eveleth

Media wanted scam
tax bill passed

Corporate officers in the mainstream media
really, really wanted the GOP tax bill to pass. They
knew slashing their corporate tax rate from 35%
to 21% would be a bonanza. This might be why we
rarely if ever heard, even on progressive stations,
how the original House tax bill actually would have
raised rates on workers whose income is below the
federal poverty line. The tax rate on any non-exempt
portion of their income would have risen from 10% to
12%. (Under the final bill signed into law, it remains
at 10%.)

MEDIA IN CAHOOTS WITH REPUBLICANS

Other increases the media decided to mention,
like eliminations of deductions, were explained away
when commentators claimed these would be “offset
by the doubling of the standard deduction,” from
$6,350 to $12,000. However, this was an intentional
muddying of the waters because what really matters is the total amount of income one gets to keep
before taxes; for most low-wage workers this is the
sum of the standard deduction and personal exemption. Before the final tax bill became law, that sum
was $10,400. After passage, the personal exemption
is eliminated and now each individual gets to keep
$12,000 tax-free. Hardly a doubling.
This $1,600 increase is supposed to make
up for eliminated deductions previously used
by students and families, such as college expenses and mortgages on homes. It is supposed
to make up for reduced benefits received when
states and counties cut social safety net programs. In reality it will dissolve with inflation
just like any fixed sum of money. Percentages,
such as the 14% corporate cut and the 0% noncut for the lowest tax bracket, remain the same
regardless of inflation.
People need ways to share their own experiences and amplify their own voices. Big media has many
hostile gatekeepers and that is why News & Letters
and similar grassroots media are so important.
—Buddy Bell

Los Angeles—On Oct. 27, a demonstration
sponsored by the Coalition for Peace, Revolution,
and Social Justice was held in front of the Federal
Building in West Los Angeles to protest possible
wars between the U.S. and North Korea and the
U.S. and Iran. Speeches denounced the pose that
Trump is displaying toward North Korea and his
enticing of a war with Iran to derail the nuclear
deal—a hallmark of the Obama administration.
At the protest, a young South Korean
said, “The vast majority of my friends and
family as well as half of all people in South
Korea live in Seoul, the capital city located
about 30 minutes from the North Korean border. If the U.S. goes to war with North Korea,
it will mean annihilation and destruction for
South Korea. It will throw South Korea into
complete devastation and chaos while the
U.S. watches from TV screens, hardly feeling
a thing.”
An Iranian activist said that a war between
the U.S. and Iran is inevitable. He was speaking
of Saudi Arabia’s attacks on the Houthis in Yemen
who ally with Iran He added, “With the recent attack of U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley on Iran in
the UN Security Council, there can be no doubt
that the possibility of war is real.”

SAYING ‘NO’ TO CAPITALIST SYSTEM

Christian, a student from the University of
California, Santa Barbara, captured the spirit of
the protest:
“Today we gather to say no to the capitalist
system, which turns people into machines and machines into people. To say no to a Trump regime
that pretends to care about the danger of nuclear
weapons, all the while pointing thousands of nuclear missiles at millions of innocent people all over
the world.
“We say no to a disastrous war that would
harm both the people of North Korea, victims of
their own regime, and the American people, victims
of Trump. We say no to war with Iran, while the
American ruling class cozies up to the oligarchs in
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain and their illegal war
in Yemen. We say no to the building of walls and
the deportation of working people, while the rich get
away with the most heinous crimes possible.
“We say no to the making of millions of refugees
at the hands of the bloodthirsty Bashar Assad regime and their criminal Russian backers. We say no
to an Iranian mullah regime that starves, harasses
and murders the Kurds and the representatives of
Iranian workers. We say no to the Russian plutocrats that brazenly rob the Russian people dry and
distract their own population with war and strife.
“We will not rest until our own immoral, wicked, oligarchical President and his crony friends are
torn down and real democracy, workers’ democracy,
takes place not just in this country but all over the
world!”
—Mannel

Students vs. tax bill

Los Angeles—About 50 graduate students at
Caltech walked out of classes to protest Trump’s tax
bill. Almost every grad student there has around
$50,000 in tuition covered by non-taxable waivers
(plus grant money for some). Under the new bill,
the tuition waiver would be treated as taxable income.
A typical stipend of $33,000 would result
in $2,900 in federal income taxes under the
new bill. U.S. students’ taxes could rise to almost $12,400 and international students’ to
$15,400. The cumulative effect would make
grad school unaffordable for all but a tiny minority of students, according to a leaflet by
the student body titled, “How does the bill affect Caltech grad Students?”
Students displayed signs on a wall with the title, “My tuition waiver let me...” One student wrote,
“Eat dinner and do research”; another wrote “Live.”
The bill will not allow international students to
write off their expenses.
Speakers noted the U.S. will experience a brain
drain. In response to a reporter asking how many
students may go overseas to do their research, almost all the students raised their hands. One grad
student said, they give us $20,000 for many, many
hours of work. We are not here to make money but
to extend research in the sciences. Another student
said, “The tax cut is about class struggle, creating
class warfare. They want us to pay for the rich.”
With about one fifth of undergrads still paying their loans, the tax bill is a threat to many who
see their future under attack by an administration
that passed a tax bill that serves the interest of the
billionaire who has taken over the White House
while 63% of the U.S. population could not afford a
$1,000 emergency. The tax bill will add $1.4 trillion
to the deficit, let alone the interest on the money
that future generations have to pay. “This is a fight
for people,” a student said as they gathered contact
numbers to keep people in the loop for the future
protests.
—Student ally
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WORLD IN VIEW

Visage of Hitler rises in Austria

Thousands marched in Warsaw last year calling
for a “White Poland” and “clean blood.” The Czech
government, under corrupt right-wing media bilOn Jan. 13, 40,000 marched in Vienna against
lionaire Andrej Babis, has also refused to accept
the Far Right governing coalition of the anti-immirefugees.
grant Austrian People’s Party and the
Hungary
neo-Nazi Freedom Party that narrowly
© Bwag/Wikimedia
has gone farwon election in October. The Freedom
thest,
with
Party was given control of the interior,
Prime Mindefense and foreign ministries. Marchister Viktor
ers included Syrian and Afghan refuOrban’s
Figees and Grannies Against Fascism.
desz
party
Some protesters carried signs
ruling alongreading “Never again!” and “Refuside the neogees should stay! Drive out the NaNazi Jobbik
zis!” They called for members of
party. They
Austria’s government to be boycothave visited
ted by the rest of Europe. The rise
brutal represof neo-Nazis to power in the land
sion on both
where Hitler nursed his hatred is
Thousands demonstrate in Vienna Dec. 18, 2017, against the inauimmigrants
a dire failure of world civilization. guration of the new Austrian government containing neo-Nazis.
and
native
Despite setbacks in France and
Roma. Roma
the Netherlands, Far Right racist parhave been discriminated against, verbally abused by
ties have continued to make inroads into mainstream
Fidesz spokesmen (as “animals unfit to live among
politics. Last year, the openly racist Alternative for
people”), and even murdered.
Germany gained 12% of the vote and 94 members in
Immigrants and refugees have been beaten, atthe Bundestag. They have already begun proposing
tacked with dogs, drenched with water and abananti-immigrant legislation.
doned in the snow—sometimes while laughing borRETROGRESSION IN THE EAST
der guards took selfies of their work. As disturbing
With its new governing coalition, Austria has
as these brutalities are, so is the knowledge that
drawn closer to the group of Far Right governments
there is a public which accepts them.
of Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic and SlovaThere may have been a subtle shift in some of
kia. This “Visegrad Group,” once occupied by Russia,
these Far Right parties’ attitude toward the Eurojoined the European Union in 2004. They have empean Union. While some, like the UK Independence
braced similar anti-immigrant policies.

by Gerry Emmett

Another brutal winter of war in Yemen

When former president Ali Abdullah Saleh
broke with his Houthi allies in December, some
dared to hope that it was an opening to peace in
Yemen. When Saleh was killed by the Houthis, the
Saudis may have hoped it was an opening to victory
in their brutal war.
Neither was true. Now Yemenis face another
winter of war, hunger, disease—cholera and diphtheria—and the brunt of Saudi and Iranian imperial
rivalry. Over half the population, at least 18 million
people, stand in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.
Both the Saudi-led coalition and the Iraniansupported Houthis are guilty of war crimes. Militias
have arisen around the war zone, profiting by smuggling goods and weapons. Al-Qaeda remains a threat
and occupies territory.
In 1931, the great French writer Paul Nizan,
resident in Yemen, called colonial Aden “a knot that
ties many strands together….a highly concentrated
image of Europe...” Today Yemen can be seen as a
mirror of the world’s social and moral disintegration.

REMEMBERING THE REVOLUTION

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2018

After receiving an award from the Committee
to Protect Journalists in November, feminist writer
Afrah Nasser pointed to the humanity that remains
a different option:
“Even though I am an independent Yemeni voice,
I consider myself part of the collective Yemeni civil society that emerged in the wake of Yemen’s 2011 uprising—not the traditional organizational civil society,
but rather the space in which young people met, interacted, and voiced their grievances and demands...
“Yemen’s vibrant civil society still persists

against all the odds. It’s never too late for the U.S.
to support the rainbow in the midst of the storm, the
Yemeni civil society.” (See Afrah Nasser’s blog: http://
afrahnasser.blogspot.com/2018/01/my-turned-downarticle-by-major.html.)
An idea of freedom existed in the squares during the Arab Spring revolts, and for those who care
about humanity’s future, that idea becomes even
more compelling as it judges this terrible present.

Honduran election

The U.S.-supported right-wing president, Juan
Orlando Hernandez, stole the Nov. 26 election.
When it became clear that challenger Salvador Nasralla was winning, the vote count was delayed until
at last Hernandez was declared the winner by 1.5%.
Hernandez was only able to run for reelection
because the Honduran Supreme Court threw out the
constitutional one-term limit for the presidency. It
was a cynical second act to the 2009 coup that overthrew leftist President Manuel Zelaya.
People took to the streets in response,
blocking roads and fighting with security
forces who attacked with tear gas and live ammunition. At least 31 people were killed, most
shot in the back.
They were killed by military police who receive
massive U.S. aid, ostensibly to combat violent street
gangs. The government outrageously claims that
gang members were behind the protests.
Meanwhile, in New York City, Hernandez’ former minister for investment promotion, Yankel
Rosenthal, was just sentenced to three years for
laundering drug money.

Party and French National Front, continue to reject
the EU, some of those in power may be looking to
shape its future.

RACISTS LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

In Budapest, Fidesz is hosting a conference on
“The Future of Europe” in late January. It will be
oriented toward linking economic issues with reactionary ideas of “racial identity.”
Speakers will include racist German writer
Gotz Kubitschek; Frank Furedi, former head of the
UK Revolutionary Communist Party and a Bosnian
genocide denier; and disgraced U.S. Breitbart News
writer Milo Yiannopoulos.
One big difference marks today’s Euro-racist
Right: the post-World War II neo-Nazis saw both the
U.S. and Russia as equal threats, while their descendants see Trump and Putin as allies.

Australia castaways

Since 2012 Australia has held around 2,000 refugees and asylum seekers in brutal detention camps
on the island nation of Nauru, and on Manus Island
in Papua New Guinea. Poor and working-class refugees—apprehended traveling by boat—are targets of
these racist policies.
Afghans, Iranians, Iraqis, Uighurs, Rohingya and Kurds, thrown together, have been
subjected to stress, violence, and rape. The
purpose is to isolate people from legal aid, instill despair, and force refugees to return to
their countries of origin.
In the face of criticism, Manus Island camp was
closed in November—water and electricity were
turned off, and refugees left to fend for themselves.
Senator Nick McKim, who witnessed this, called Immigration Minister Peter Dutton “a racist, a liar, a
fascist, and a human rights abuser.”
Once wealthy from phosphate stripmining, barren Nauru is now dependent on its prison camp, as
well as the laundering of Russian mafia money.

THE STRUGGLE OVER HISTORY

The first laws passed in independent Australia,
in 1901, were racist anti-immigrant laws designed to
guarantee a “White Australia.” This began to break
down in the 1960s, when Indigenous Australians
were first considered citizens, and 1970s, when Vietnamese boat people were allowed in. For a time Australia boasted of its multicultural society.
But as capitalism’s crisis deepened, racism
came back into mainstream discourse—including
demonization of Muslims and violence against nonwhite immigrants.

Zimbabwe’s coup

On Nov. 24, Zimbabwe’s President Robert
Mugabe was deposed by a military coup led by General Constantino Chiwenga. Former Vice-President
Emmerson Mnangagwa replaced Mugabe.
The coup was supported by China, which is the
second biggest investor in Zimbabwe, as well as its
major military supplier. Chiwenga and Mnangagwa
traveled to Beijing beforehand.
The new regime has also reached out to the
West, as well as African capitalists, for investment,
promising lower taxes. They have expressed a desire
to reenter the British Commonwealth.
One goal of the coup was to end a growing protest movement. While many celebrated Mugabe’s
fall, one street vendor cautioned: “We have got rid of
a snake and replaced it with a new snake.”

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES

Who We Are And What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees is an
organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has
always stood for the abolition of capitalism,
both in its private property form as in the
U.S., and in its state property form calling
itself Communist, which appeared as the
Russian Revolution was transformed into
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated
the next stage of development—the age of
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of
new human relations, what Marx called a
new Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in 1955,
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes
against automation and the Montgomery
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities
which signaled a new movement from practice that was itself a form of theory. News
& Letters was created so that the voices of
revolt could be heard unseparated from the
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987),
founder of the body of ideas of MarxistHumanism, was Chairwoman of News and
Letters Committees from its founding to
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983.

The articulation of the relationship between the movement from practice which
is itself a form of theory and the movement
from theory to philosophy is reflected in
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today (1958), established the American
roots of Marxism while presenting a comprehensive attack on present-day Communism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It
re-established Marxism in its original form
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or Humanism,” while pointing to the new Humanist
philosophy expressed by the working class.
It presented history and theory as emanating from the movement from practice.
Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the integrality of philosophy and
revolution as the characteristic of the age
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As
against the vanguard party, the integration of
dialectics and organization reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age and the passion
for a philosophy of liberation.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a continent of thought and of revolution in his youth to the “new moments”
of his last decade. Written for our time of
revolutions in developing countries, the
rise of the international women’s liberation
movement, and global economic crisis, it
reveals the absolute challenge to make real
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the
determinant for the relationship of theory
and practice and as ground for organization.
These works spell out the philosophic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American
scene and shows the two-way freedom road
between the U.S. and Africa.
In 1989 News and Letters Committees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of
Marxist-Humanism.
This body of ideas challenges all those
desiring freedom to transcend the limitations of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes

imperative not only to reject what is, but
to further work out the revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the present. The
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as MarxistHumanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World
Development, deposited at Wayne State University in Detroit and available to all.
We aim to continue to develop
Marxist-Humanism and make it available
to all who struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a
committee form of organization rather than
any elitist party “to lead.”
We participate in all class and freedom
struggles, nationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states:
“It is our aim…to promote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and other
minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals who have broken with the ruling
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We
do not separate mass activities from the activity of thinking.
Send for a free copy of the Constitution
of News and Letters Committees or see it
on our website: www.newsandletters.org.

