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“Human power is its own end”—Karl Marx

Stop the coming
slaughter in Idlib!

“Sometimes I think this whole world is one big
prison yard. Some of us are prisoners. The rest
of us are guards.”
—Bob Dylan
In Syria, attacks are intensifying upon the three
million Syrians, mostly civilians, trapped in Idlib
province. As Ibrahim al-Hamawi of Latamneh said,
“The bombing hasn’t
stopped—it’s ferocious.
I don’t know where my
family and I can go now.”
Turkey has closed its borders and fired on civilians
trying to escape.
These Free Syrians are threatened by Iranian,
Russian, and Bashar al-Assad regime troops. They
are being bombed by Russian warplanes. It is naked state terrorism. We call upon all of humanity
to oppose this and to demand protection for these
millions whose only “crime” was to fight for freedom
against a fascist regime.

EDITORIAL

DEGENERATE WORLD THREATENS IDLIB

Over one million of these Free Syrians are
people who have been displaced from formerly liberated areas like Aleppo, Darayya, East Ghouta,
and Daraa. They were displaced by genocidal war
crimes—poison gas and incendiary bombs used
against civilians, bunker busters used to murder
families in shelters, relentless bombings of hospitals and schools. The Astana negotiations held by
Russia, Turkey and Iran, and their “de-escalation”
zones, were meant to allow the liberated areas to be
crushed, one by one.
The essence of a degenerate world is appearing. In Idlib, today, we see the invention of the 21stcentury concentration camp, as evil and as telling
as those of the colonialists, the Nazis, and the Communists in the last century. It exists at the behest
continued on p. 9

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
The need for unity
by Faruq

The urgency of the moment dictates that we continuously forge ahead with revolutionary ideas that
are inseparable from the humanist society we have
at heart. We have envisioned an ideal, but to reach
it demands focus and sincere commitment. Without
such a deep-heartedness, the enormous challenges
that we will confront might be overwhelming.
Those of us who have been released from being entombed in the security housing units (SHU)
here in California are facing changed circumstances.
We are now spread out in the state’s archipelago of
prisons. The new circumstances have us searching
for new beginnings. We are looking for new jumpingoff points from which to launch another offensive
against the prevailing inhumane prison conditions.
For many of us the central idea remains, that is, we
are ardently opposed to anything that is akin to a
denial of expanding our humanism.

TOWARDS UNITY

“Unity” is a little word of five letters. However,
for the oppressed it is a big word that has an essential meaning. The inherent potential that the specter
of unity entails makes it an indispensable element
to the creation of a new society. Unity is the muscle
of the oppressed through which the incubus of capital relations will be uprooted and totally eradicated.
The same potential exists for prisoners. It is
an historical fact that all the significant changes in
prison conditions for the better were the result of
prisoners being unified.
continued on p. 8
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Masses vs. capitalism: Climate
chaos hangs in the balance
by Franklin Dmitryev

cess Pipeline. Their struggle energized opposition
to pipelines in the U.S. and Canada and Indigenous
Extreme weather linked to climate change has
opposition to colonialism worldwide, including many
people reeling around the world:
already ongoing struggles against fossil fuel extrac® Wildfires in Australia in winter and across
tion and climate change.
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from Hurricanes Ma- Rise for Climate march Sept. 8 to the Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma, Wash., involved. In July
ria and Harvey one led by Puyallup tribal members, calling for climate justice, no liquid natural gas ter- they held prominal in Tacoma, no jailing immigrants here, abolish ICE, honor treaty rights, and end
year ago.
tests in a numAnd yet the of- violence against Indigenous women.
ber of cities.
ficial responses are
Just
as
anemic at best, and at worst wildly irrational,
anti-extractivism struggles are being carried
like Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s claims—
on by Indigenous peoples and other oppressed
backed up by his president—that “environminorities or by poor people in many counmental terrorists” are to blame for the wildtries, climate justice in the U.S. is inextricably
fires.
linked to battles against environmental racThey do not reflect public opinion. A large maism. This has spurred the new Poor Peoples
jority of people in the U.S. as well as in other counCampaign to explicitly take on the struggle
tries recognize the dangers of climate change and
against pollution and climate change as part
the need to confront it.
of its key goals.
Science has clearly established that direct polMOVEMENTS DEMAND CLIMATE JUSTICE
lution and the effects of global warming have worse
In fact, multifaceted movements have sprung
consequences for people of color and for the poor. But
up across the world struggling to make that happen.
frontline communities did not have to wait for scienOn Sept. 8, “Rise for Climate, Jobs, and Justice” protific studies to find that out and to name it environtests were held in 800 cities around the world. In
mental racism. It is also true that ultimately everySan Francisco, 30,000 marched, opening a week of
one will suffer harmful impacts from toxic pollution
protests and a blockade confronting the Sept. 12-14
and from climate change, but the differential impact
“Global Climate Action Summit” in that city, demakes it easier for those who profit from it to sap
manding more serious action from the governors,
the resistance of white people and of many whose
other politicians and business leaders attending the
paychecks depend on polluting industries.
summit. (See “30,000 march in S.F.,” p. 10.)
Their demands for a quick end to fossil
fuel extraction and use and their opposition to
President Donald Trump’s toxic agenda were
not separated from protests against the housing crisis—which is dire in the San Francisco
area—poverty wages, the criminal injustice
system and attacks on immigrants.
Climate justice actions are not limited to protests. Most dramatically, thousands of water protectors gathered in 2016 and 2017 at the Standing Rock
reservation in North Dakota to fight the Dakota Ac-

CLIMATE CHAOS AN EXISTENTIAL THREAT

Serious damage from global warming is not
waiting for the future. It is already happening. However, the death and injury toll and the disruption of
people’s lives from crop failures, hurricanes, fires,
floods, and heat waves is only the tip of the iceberg of
the catastrophes that global warming will wreak if
nothing more is done to prevent it than the pitifully
small measures that have been taken so far.
Scientists have long pointed out that it poses
continued on p. 10

Thousands of Mexican students STRIKE!
by J.G.F. Héctor

Mexico City, Mexico—Everything began with a
students’ strike at one of the high schools (CCHAzcapotzalco) of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). On Aug. 28, the students
occupied parts of UNAM to demand a solution to
problems at their campus:
“On Aug. 23, we delivered a document to the
director making our demands. We asked her for an
appointment on the 27th. She didn’t show up. On the
28th, the porros [pro-government thugs] caused some
problems, so we had to barricade the doors. Supposedly, the director was there, but she didn’t do anything to stop the porros’ aggression!”
—Woman student in an assembly on Aug. 29*
This attack, together with the sympathy felt by
other students for the CCH-Azcapotzalco’s demands,
expanded the movement to several other high
schools. Assemblies were held not only to support
fellow students, but in which the youth reflected on
the educational and social situation in the country:
* https://www.facebook.com/JuventudAnticapitalistaCCHSur/videos/326588724569931/.

“Why are we in this assembly? People are talking
about going back to classes, but not about the aggressions suffered by our fellow students. Why aren’t we
in classes? Because we have to solve political issues.”
—Male student*
“It’s not merely a question of classes, but of attacks against public education. We are being charged
for entering school; there hasn’t been more money in
the budget assigned to schools. All this turns education into a privilege and not a right, as it should be.”
—Woman student*
On Sept. 3, a demonstration headed by CCHAzcapotzalco marched to the UNAM central campus
to make their demands heard. Supporters felt that
they were also demonstrating for more:
“CCH-Azcapotzalco called us to this march, but
several other issues have been added, like opposing
femicide. One of the largest groups in Mexico are students. We are a key element for social consciousness.
Either for internal problems at the university or for
national issues, we have to support each other.”
—Male student**
** Interviews by the author.

continued on p. 11
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EDITORIAL Catholic Church laid bare

Knowledge of the Catholic Church’s insidious
gration, climate change, and other issues. They have
corruption didn’t need to wait for the report by the
formed alliances with the European Catholic far
Pennsylvania Grand Jury of the over 300 priests
Right that holds power in Poland and Hungary.
who, over 70 years, sexually abused over 1,000 chilThe lie that the church is a force for good is
dren which the church covered up.
revealed in all their endeavors. From charities to
Ireland lived this realschools to hospitals—all
Ni Una Menos
ity and more for decades.
are rife with discrimination
Priests, using the country
against women, LGBTQ
like pigs using a trough,
people, and those of other
wallowed in misogyny, rape,
faiths. A case in point is
and brutalizing children.
Catholic hospitals.
They
imprisoned
HIDING THE TRUTH IS
women and girls in workTHE NORM
houses for the “crime” of
While vowing—finalbeing pregnant, worked
ly—to be truthful regarding
them to death, shamed
pedophile priests, when it
them, ripped away their
comes to Catholic hospitals,
babies. Orphans were
the opposite is the norm.
not spared the church’s
The church has been
workhouses; those who
gobbling
up hospitals so ag#NiUnaMenos at one of their many rallies for legal abortion.
died of overwork, abuse
gressively over the last 15
or starvation were buryears that it owns every sixth acute care hospital
ied in secret graves.
bed in the U.S. In some states like Wisconsin, it owns
The church forced thousands of women to have
50%. In some areas the only hospital is Catholic.
children they could not afford or did not want, or to
One study showed that over the last 29
travel to England for an abortion. This in a country
years “a number of Catholic hospitals have
where selling or importing contraceptives was illegal
changed their names to something less obviuntil 1980 and then highly restricted. Thousands of
ously Catholic,” like “Dignity Health,” rather
women died from this; thousands more were maimed
than Catholic Healthcare West.
or made infertile by back-alley abortions.
They hide their refusal to practice the full range
CHURCH OPPOSITION JUST AS TAINTED
of healthcare, including full end-of-life care, sterilEven Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò’s grand
izations, vasectomies, access to contraception inshow of accusing Pope Francis of covering up child
cluding the morning after pill for women who have
sexual abuse only further reveals that there is no
been raped, abortion, etc. With names like “Trinity
“right side” of the church. While Francis had to be
Health,” “Ascension Health,” “Presence,” most peoforced to speak out on child sexual abuse, Viganò
ple don’t know if they are dealing with a Catholic
cares nothing about children or the abuse.
hospital or one that will actually give them the highViganò is a part of a sinister force of far-Right
est standard of care, rather than one that must kowCatholics who want to destroy the separation of
tow to rules made up by the Conference of Bishops.
church and state, return to a medieval anti-Semitism,
Catholic hospitals hide information about the
and intensify existing misogyny, homophobia, and
services they withhold unless state laws demand it
authoritarianism. They despise the mild reforms inbe readily available. Father Bouchard of the Cathostituted by the Second Vatican Council in the 1960s,
lic Health Association lied that hiding what they reinstead echoing the “Church Militant” theology of
fuse to do “is certainly not an attempt to deceive anyStephen Bannon. Bannon and the U.S. Catholic
body…It’s simply to make people feel comfortable
Right have been in conflict with Rome over immiand welcome in an increasingly pluralistic society.”*
At worst this means that women die like Savita
Halappanavar in Ireland in 2012. After a spontaneous miscarriage, she needed an abortion but the hospital refused, opting to wait for the fetus to die—a
by Artemis
known outcome—before they would treat her. She
died of sepsis while she and her husband begged for
Journalists Annie Kelly and Mei-Ling McNathe care that would have saved her life.
mara of the UK newspaper The Guardian exposed
how pimps target incarcerated women in the U.S. for
THE BEGINNING OF THE END
prostitution using online arrest records and corrupt
When the Irish people elected gay Prime Minisofficials. Young women from abusive families are
ter Leo Eric Varadkar and then voted to repeal their
grateful to receive love letters and commissary moncountry’s ban on abortion, they signaled the beginey that make incarceration bearable. Sometimes the
ning of the end of the Catholic Church’s dominance
pimps pay their bond. When released, the pimps tell
in many countries where they formerly wielded trethem to repay the money through prostitution or
mendous power. This followed decades of work by
return to jail or prison. Daily violence gives prostifeminist movements to make birth control and abortuted women a life expectancy of 34 years.
tion legal and accessible, documenting the death
* * *
and destruction of women’s lives and bodies by a
In August in Buenos Aires, Maria Isabel Chorochurch that banned them from its inception from full
bik de Mariani, a founder and president of Grandparticipation. Women and men also created movemothers of the Plaza de Mayo, died at the age of 94.
ments to bring the pedophile crimes of the Catholic
From 1976 to 1983, Argentina’s military dictatorChurch out into the open, and to demand that civil
ship “disappeared” over 30,000 political dissidents,
society change the laws so that past abuses on chileither murdering them or forcing them to hide. They
dren could be prosecuted years after they occurred.
kidnapped about 500 of their victims’ infants, inWhile Chile, Brazil, and even El Salvador
cluding Mariani’s granddaughter. Over the past 40
are becoming serious about decriminalizing
years, the Grandmothers located 128 of the children
abortion, it is in Argentina where the next
and reunited them with relatives, using a system destep against the church’s dominance has alvised by Mariani.
ready been taken. Again, it was the movement
of women that made the difference, this time
* * *
#NiUnaMenos (Not One Less).
World Without Exploitation was founded in
Women built a powerful movement to end vio2016 in New York City to combat all forms of sexual
lence against women, of which abortion bans are a
exploitation. In July, its first WorldWE Youth Sumpart. When the lower house of Argentina’s Congress
mit was held in Brooklyn as a “youth-driven, survipassed the bill after over a million, mostly women,
vor-centered event featuring panel discussions, stoflooded the streets, it was expected that the Senate
rytelling workshops and advocacy training for over
would follow. But the Pope and church pulled out all
200 activists and artists, ages 16-28, seeking to enthe stops, with Francis declaring that abortion was
gage effectively in the fight to end exploitation.” One
the “white glove” equivalent of Nazi eugenics. The
target was the recent “Sugar Baby Summit,” which
Law of Voluntary Pregnancy was defeated in the
encouraged young women to date wealthy older men
Senate despite the hundreds of thousands who ralto pay for college or invest in their businesses. WWE
lied in the streets for 17 hours, their handkerchiefs
panelists who had been involved in this increasingly
creating a sea of green in the cold, rainy night.
popular “sugar dating” described the humiliating
Yet that defeat was not a defeat: everyone saw
nature of these relationships and the fact that “sugthat it was only a matter of time—a short time—bear babies” are often raped.
fore the movement overwhelms a medieval impedi* * *
ment to a woman’s control of her own body.
The University of Vermont Medical Center,
Another thing is certain: no matter what Pope
which is a trauma center, has a chronic shortage of
Francis,
Viganò, or others do to prop up the church,
nurses and the licensed nursing attendants (LNAs)
the crime of priest abuse and the other multiple
that assist them, forcing nurses to perform LNA duevils the Catholic Church has imposed on women,
ties in addition to their own, a violation of their union
children, and men, will continue to unfold as more
contract. This is why, on July 12-13, 1,800 nurses
countries and U.S. states investigate church child
and technical staff went on strike to increase the
abuse. More facts will emerge. We are witnessing
minimum wage at the medical center to $15 for both
the beginning of the end of the Catholic Church. The
themselves and their non-union co-workers, includonly question is: How long will it take?
ing LNAs as well as receptionists, janitors and food
—Terry Moon, Sept. 14, 2018
service staff. That earned them even more support

WOMENWORLDWIDE

from the people of Burlington, Vt., who gave them
standing ovations in their march through downtown.

* “As Catholic Hospitals Expand, So Do Limits on
Some Procedures,” Katie Hafner, 8/10/18 New York Times.
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Reproductive politics

How All Politics Became Reproductive Politics:
From Welfare Reform to Foreclosures to Trump, by
Laura Briggs, is the second book in a series about reproductive justice by the SisterSong Women of Color
Reproductive Justice Collective. The first explained
that it is more accurate to view reproductive justice
as the human right to have a baby or not and to raise
children in an environment of safety, health, and
dignity. This book discusses “reproductive labor,”
“the work necessary to the reproduction of human
life—not only having and raising children, but also
feeding people; caring for the sick, the elderly, and
those who cannot work; creating safety and shelter;
building community and kin relationships; and attending to people’s psychic and spiritual well-being.”

NEOLIBERALISM IS TO BLAME

Briggs wrote this book upon realizing it is increasingly harder for parents and other caregivers to
find the time and money to do “reproductive labor.”
While she does not trace these problems back to the
nature of capitalism, she explains them as the effects of neoliberalism.
With both government and business cutting programs that aid reproductive labor, its burden is increasingly on families, households, and individuals,
especially women. As businesses pay lower wages
and demand longer hours, there is less time and
money to perform this labor.
Briggs cites studies showing that government funding of economic safety nets and of
public works like schools is affordable and
beneficial to society. When businesses cut requirements and benefits for worker health
and safety and are allowed to pollute, the community suffers. However, conservatives blame
feminists, single mothers, people of color,
unions, and poor people for the effects of neoliberalism as an excuse to push for more of it.
They often accuse them, especially feminists,
of not caring about reproductive labor.
Briggs discusses how, on the contrary, the feminist movement, racial justice movements, the labor
movement, the immigration reform movement, and
the LGBT movement have always concerned themselves with reproductive labor.

MOVEMENTS FIGHT FOR HUMAN NEEDS

Feminists fought for the eight-hour day, childcare, parental leave, and protections for the safety
and health, including reproductive health, of women. They support child labor laws. The racial justice
movements are concerned with desegregation, early
childhood education, and free meals for children
while fighting rape and involuntary sterilization.
Many immigrants are mothers who are exploited to
perform childcare at low wages while attempting to
provide for their children from whom they are separated. LGBT people fought for custody of children
and the right to care for partners with illnesses and
disabilities.
Briggs explains how the concept of the public
sphere, where labor is paid, and the private sphere,
where reproductive labor is unpaid, is not a useful
concept. Reproductive labor is inseparable from all
public political and economic issues.
She also explains how the propaganda of
neoliberalism has interfered with the work of
social justice movements. For example, many
LGBT people began to fight for marriage rights
rather than for solidarity with single mothers
and anyone in an untraditional family.
Briggs concludes by saying we can reject this
scapegoating and return to supporting the solutions
proposed by social justice movements. This book is
useful in explaining that we must fight neoliberalism instead of turning on each other.
—Adele

The ‘Power of Pink’

Detroit—“Power of Pink,” a Planned Parenthood volunteer training conference, drew over 2,000
young women to Detroit July 27-29.
The beauty, energy and strength of this rainbow
of women filled the cavernous convention center. The
focus of the sessions was organizing to win elections
for supportive candidates.
Yet workshops that drew significant participation included: specific strategies to
bring out youth, Latinx and Black voters;
Queer theory; “Revolutionizing Sex Ed in the
U.S.”; rebuilding a whole new health care system; the dangers of President Donald Trump’s
judicial nominees; linking the Black and immigrant American experience; domestic violence
involving guns and racism, economic and environmental justice with “Repro” health and
rights; and “ways you can be a co-conspirator
with the disability community on ‘repro’ justice.”
At first I was annoyed at the elaborate security
procedures, but then I thought about the real and
ongoing history of violence against abortion rights
advocates, women of color and LGBTQ women. Sadly, those measures were more needed here than taking off my shoes at the airport.
—Participant
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Chicago hotel workers on strike

Chicago—Striking hotel workers by the thousands traded their picket
line duties for a rally and
march through downtown Chicago on Sept.
13. It looked like a bumper crop of picket signs
that UNITE HERE Local 1 members held aloft
across the street from the
Sheraton, each declaring
ON STRIKE and naming
their employers, including
Hilton, Marriott, Hyatt
and other major chains.
The strike began
on Sept. 7. Along with pension and wage issues,

Letter from Mexico

Next in the struggle
by J.G.F. Héctor

The Zapatistas called for a gathering Aug. 3-5 in
Chiapas of the support networks that participated in
trying to register María de Jesús Patricio Martínez,
spokeswoman of the Indigenous Governing Council,
as an independent candidate for the presidential
election in Mexico.
While the discussion of the support networks
was mostly poor—focused only on the technical
difficulties of trying to collect signatures for Patricio—the gathering ended with a significant communication by Zapatista Subcomandantes Moisés and
Galeano.

INDIGENOUS STRUGGLE AS UNIVERSAL

The Zapatistas proposed a new step in the
struggle: “That the Indigenous Governing Council
cease to be only Indigenous and only national in
scope” in order to include “the struggle of all the oppressed, marginalized, disappeared [in a word], of
all the calendar and geographies that delineate the
map…of rebellion and resistance across the planet.”
The communication also contained a profound
view of social uprooting which we want to comment
on here. (An expanded, three-part version of this
document—entitled “300”—can be found in its English version on www.enlacezapatista.ezln.org.mx.)
Moisés and Galeano posed that “capitalism is the dominant system at the global level.”
Based on this premise, they analyze the global
and local objective situation. They correctly
remark: “Without its most essential commodity (the labor force), capitalism is impossible.
A capitalist world where consumption prevails
and exploitation doesn’t exist is [only] good for
science fiction.”
We won’t discuss all the elements of their analysis, which go from a characterization of the State as
“part of the problem, not the solution”; to a critique
of the “Left extractivism” of so-called progressive
governments; to a description of the electoral victory of López Obrador in Mexico as a “social counterrevolution,” that is, as the emergence of a “‘new
pensamiento único” [single thought] which will repress and persecute the revolutionary movements
that don’t align themselves with the “Left” in power.
Here, we want to remark on the “methodology” of this communication. Moisés and
Galeano pose clearly that “reform is no longer
possible…there can’t be a good capitalism (we
think that possibility has never existed), and it
must be destroyed entirely.”
In order to overcome the contradiction between
capital and labor, as well as all the other contradictions in capitalism, the Zapatistas pose the total uprooting of the system.

REVOLUTION FROM BELOW

Who can do this? The subjects from below. How?
The Zapatistas speak of their own methodology of
emancipation:
“We continue to walk with two feet: rebellion
and resistance, the ‘no’ and the ‘yes,’ the ‘no’ to the
system and the ‘yes’ to our autonomy, which means
that we have to construct our own path toward life.
Our path is based in some of the roots of the original
(or indigenous) communities….This is our way, but
we think that for other histories and identities, it
may be different. That is why we say that Zapatismo
can’t be exported, not even throughout the state of
Chiapas. Rather, each calendar and geography must
follow its own logic.”
Moisés and Galeano are speaking of the particularity of each struggle, which “can’t be exported.” At
the same time they are referring to something “universal”: “the ‘no’ and the ‘yes,’” the double rhythm of
historic transformations. This dialectical unification
of Particular and Universal (a Universal that is recreated in every particular struggle) is the one that
can help solve the contradiction of a movement that
“neither absorbs nor annuls differences, but rather
gives us a chance to be with others who share the
same struggle.”

the biggest problem for
many hotel workers
was the interruption of
health insurance coverage if they were seasonally laid off during
the winter. Strikers are
demanding year-round
health coverage. So
far hotels are open for
business (poorly and
slowly) with managers
in unaccustomed roles.
Strikers
cheered
members of the building
Bob McGuire for News & Letters
trades unions who joined
the rally in solidarity, and
whose fellow members had all honored their picket
lines and refused to cross.
Teachers there were honored for the inspiration that the Chicago Teachers Union victory in their 2012 nine-day “illegal” strike still
provides workers.
Hotel strikers and their supporters then
marched a mile, to chants like “No Contract No
Peace,” past the Drake Hotel to a park for a celebration. Some strikers symbolically used tools of the
trade like buckets and dustpans to pound out beautiful music.
—Retired Teamster

Flint water battles

Flint, Mich.—Nick Lyon, the director of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, has
been ordered to stand trial on two counts of involuntary manslaughter by Judge David Goggins of
the 67th District Court in Flint. The manslaughter
counts arise from the death of two men in their 80s
from Legionnaires’ Disease, a severe form of pneumonia caused by legionella bacteria.
Lyon is accused of failing to alert the public of an outbreak of Legionnaires’ Disease associated with the contaminated Flint water
supply until January 2016, more than a year
after he was aware of the outbreak. Between
2014 and 2015, at least a dozen people died
from Legionnaires’ Disease in Flint’s Genesee
County. Fourteen other state officials have
been charged with involuntary manslaughter.
If Nick Lyon and the other officials had alerted
the public, there would have been additional political pressure on all levels of government to spend the
money necessary to replace the lead service lines
that caused the Flint water crisis. The 15 officials
should be held accountable, but the Michigan Attorney General has chosen the easy route of spending
money prosecuting 15 scapegoats as a substitute for
replacing the lead service lines. The lines are being
replaced, but at a slow rate, and the people of Flint
are still plagued by lead poisoning, trihalomethanes
and coliform bacteria.
—Dan B.

Turkey on the brink?

Michael Roberts, a Marxist economist, wrote in
May 2018: “Rising global interest rates and the growing trade war initiated by U.S. President Trump are
going to hit the so-called emerging capitalist economies like Turkey. The cost of borrowing in foreign
currency will rise sharply and foreign investment is
likely to reverse….Turkey is now near the top of the
pile for a debt crisis, along with Argentina [already
there], Ukraine and South Africa.”
Turkey’s fast deteriorating economic situation
has been in the headlines, with nervous investors
pulling out, as the Trump administration has increased tariffs against steel imports to 50%. However, its developing crisis started long before.
The value of the Turkish lira has been in decline
for years, recently falling precipitously. In part this
is due to the erratic economic policies of President
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Inflation surged like a rocket
when he did not raise interest rates. Credit and foreign borrowing, not increased Turkish exports, financed what appeared to be rapid economic growth
in the last two years.
The increase in the value of the dollar combined
with rising interest rates globally means that Turkey had to face the reality of global capitalism. Its
debt has to be paid principally in dollars at higher
interest rates as the lira’s value collapses. An International Monetary Fund loan comes with stringent
austerity requirements, which, no doubt, will be imposed on Turkey’s masses.
Turkey is an example of the difficulties that
emerging economies are currently facing—countries
such as Argentina (see p. 9), South Africa, Indonesia
and India, among others. India’s growth rate is now
the highest in the world, but who benefits? Certainly
not the Indian masses, with high inflation leading to
protests over fuel prices in New Delhi.
Under the whip of global capitalism, these socalled emerging economies have little real independence, and their masses live under a no-exit sign.
—Eugene Walker

Page 3

Fighting ‘open shops’

Detroit—In response to the June 27 U.S. Supreme Court decision, Janus v. AFSCME District 31,
the journal Labor Notes published a special issue,
“Re-Building Power in Open-Shop America: A Labor
Notes Guide” (labornotes.org/openshop, July 2018).
The pamphlet consists of organizing strategies (“Our
Prescription,” p. 3) which aims to guide members of
public sector unions to a concept of an inclusive,
participatory union: “it becomes their organization
when ‘the union’ doesn’t mean ‘those people down at
the hall,’ but ‘you and me acting together every day
on the job to defend our rights.’”
The Janus decision invalidated the union security clause for all public sector contracts nationwide.
Hitherto, public employee unions in some states
were “agency shops” in which every member of the
bargaining unit had to be a union member or pay a
fair-share fee (agency fee). In return, the union had
to represent those non-members in both bargaining
and the grievance process. The Janus decision effectively made all public sector unions “open shops,”
since non-members, effective immediately, no longer
have to pay the agency fee.
Anti-union “right-to-work” campaigns, to
make union membership voluntary, are expected to gain a new lease on life. This despite
the proof, immediately after the Janus decision, of how deeply unpopular right-to-work
laws are: Missouri voters by more than two
to one vetoed at the polls a right-to-work bill
signed by discredited now ex-Governor Greitens before it could become effective. Despite
that overwhelming rejection, some legislators
want to re-introduce a right-to-work bill.
The first right-to-work laws were enacted in the
South in 1944, even before the Taft-Hartley Law
permitted states to do so. Martin Luther King Jr.
said in 1964, “ …we must guard against being fooled
by false slogans such as ‘right to work’…The purpose
is to destroy labor unions and the freedom of collective bargaining…Wherever these laws have been
passed, wages are lower, job opportunities are fewer,
and there are no civil rights.”
The pamphlet presents stories of successful social justice union organizing, notably the Chicago
teachers who, in 2012, won unprecedented gains by
rooting their cause in the communities they served.
Despite the huge obstacles to this organizing model,
the pamphlet makes a strong argument that “the
best defense is a good offense.”
—Susan Van Gelder

Jasik workers
organize in China

Workers at Jasik Engineering in Shenzhen began to campaign in May for an independent union,
and even got permission to organize one not controlled by the state through the official All China
Federation of Trade Unions, whose officials often act
to stymie workers’ demands.
Security forces struck back—detaining
30 workers in July and using thugs to beat up
the workers they took as ringleaders. Factory
management, in the ruling Communist Party
hierarchy, tried to make its own choice of nine
workers to bargain with.
Workers had reached out to labor activists to
help them organize, some of whom got jobs at Jasik. Security forces on Aug. 24 detained 50 of these
students and university graduates who, unlike the
billionaire capitalists joining the Party Central
Committee, have taken seriously the Karl Marx still
taught in schools. While reporters have focused on
some activists who have self-identified as Maoists,
the cult of Mao Zedong has been useful to Xi Jinping
to develop a cult around himself.
Jasik workers are waving two red flags in
the face of the Xi Jinping regime: independent
unions, and workers and students getting together.
In 1989 tanks rolled into Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square shortly after workers raising banners for
autonomous trade unions joined the student-led
occupation. Mao’s state-capitalist regime viciously
suppressed Red Guards who, called forth by Mao in
1966 for his own defense, then entered groups like
Sheng Wulian that used Marx to oppose Mao.
This generation of workers, going on strike repeatedly to demand wages and benefits they are
owed or, as at Jasik, fighting to control their own
jobs, and young intellectuals reclaiming Marx’s
work, may prove to be every bit as threatening to
today’s rulers.
—Bob McGuire

Join workers from China fighting
the boss and the state—share your
solidarity struggles. Learn about
others’ battles in each issue of News
& Letters. Only $5/year. Order on p. 7.
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: With hate crimes, anti-Semitism, racism and anti-immigrant xenophobia on
the rise, Israel’s “Jewish nation-state” law (see article, p. 12) and fascism brewing globally, we excerpt
two pieces addressing roots of these phenomena in
capitalism’s crises. “The Roots of Anti-Semitism”
was Dunayevskaya’s Two Worlds column in the
Feb. 1960 N&L. “Religion in General and Jerusalem in Particular in This State-Capitalist Age”
was excerpted from Today and Tomorrow, the National Chairwoman’s Perspectives Report to the
1980 Convention of News and Letters Committees.

The Roots of Anti-Semitism

...Lest we forget that the Allies no sooner won
the war than they began to staff their administrations with former Nazis, let me say that the Army
would do better than investigate that single Detroit
soldier if it looked at its own top brass. I refer not
only to the American Army, but to the four occupying
powers, including Russia.
Where, a decade after the Allied victory,
“the loser” Nazi General, Hans Speidel, can become the head of NATO, on the other side of
the Iron Curtain the Jews have gone through
everything from the purges of Stalin’s era to
the era of Khrushchev which permits publications that rival the forged “Protocols of Zion.”...
The fact that Nikita Khrushchev took quick advantage of the present reappearance of anti-Semitism in Konrad Adenauer’s Germany to point to a
recurrence of Nazism and ask for “no confidence” in
West Germany is pure and cheap politics. Not that
Adenauer can be absolved of responsibility, but he is
not alone. All the occupying powers in Germany, including Russia, are responsible for the re-establishment of the Krupp empire which nourished and sustained Nazism. And it is now doing its own type of
flirtation with Russian orders for “peaceful” goods.

CLASS AND RACE

It matters not which of the capitalist powers
won, and which lost, the minority problem remains
the open sore. This is due not only to the fact that
the ruling class needs a “scapegoat” for their crime
of never being able to solve a single fundamental
problem in war or in peace. Nor is it due only to the
fact that the perpetuation of exploitation follows the
old maxim of divide and rule. Basic as these two factors are, they are not the whole truth.
Under the open sore of the persecution of a
minority is hidden the greater truth of exploitation—that the exploiters, not the exploited,
are the minority. Within this greater truth will
be found the answer as to why a specific scapegoat is chosen at a particular time at each separate stage of capitalism’s development.
There are reasons why the discrimination
against a certain race suddenly bursts forth into
the lynching of an individual Negro. There are reasons why discrimination against another race takes
the form, in late 19th-century France, of a single
wronged individual, as happened in the military conspiracy against Dreyfus, whereas in another country,
like Tsarist Russia, it took the form of anti-Jewish
pogroms. Whatever the match that started the conflagration, it seemed never to have reached the fantastic proportions of the extermination of a whole
race. Yet the barbarous insanity of our times—
the extermination of six million Jews in Nazi
Germany—provoked no such unanimous outcry of horror as the single Dreyfus case. Why?
The Depression, which sounded the collapse of
the economic system of capitalism, brought to the
fore the flowering of the new element that came to
life when the imperialist tentacles of monopoly capitalism reached for the spoliation of a whole continent with its belief in the “Superior Race.”
Those who wish to forget that at the root of
present-day apartheid South Africa was the “civilizing mission” of the white race—which meant, in fact,
such horrors as the extermination of the Hottentot
tribes by the Boers, of Leopold II’s reduction of 20 to
40 million peaceful Congolese to eight million—are
the ones who took the extermination of the Jews in
Germany “in stride”—until the Nazi search for “lebensraum” meant a challenge to their own area of exploitation

AT THE ROOT: CAPITALISM

What the recent anti-Semitic outbreaks show
is that it is impossible to destroy Nazism, the most
bestial expression of capitalism, where its root, capitalism itself, flourishes. When imperialism first revealed the truth of exploitation—that it is the majority, not the “minority,” that is persecuted; when
it further took on the additive of color, the “white
man’s burden” still seemed to be outside of the “civilized, advanced country.” But by the time monopoly
capitalism was transformed into the totalitarian
state form in Germany, it was clear enough that it
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Religion, racism and capitalist crisis
meant enslavement at home. Simultaneously with
the destruction of the Jews went the destruction of
the labor movement, reaching its climax in the Nazi
concentration camps with their crematoriums.
Lest an Adenauer be permitted to forget his silence at the extermination of a race at the time it
happened; lest a Dwight Eisenhower forget his impunity which put Nazi officers at head of a rearmed
Germany; lest a Khrushchev be permitted to parade
as a staunch lover of freedom and peace and protector of Jews, let the historic record show:
(1) That all of them and their ilk helped
Nazism, and in fact the [1939] Nazi-Soviet pact
gave the green light to the unleashing of World
War II; (2) all of them and their ilk helped capitalism reestablish itself when Germany lost;
and (3) presently all of them march, though
not in unison, but rather at opposite poles, toward the same goal—preparations for a nuclear World War III which might spell the end of
civilization altogether.

h

Religion in General and Jerusalem in
Particular in This State-Capitalist Age

Israel has been moving so steadily to the Right
that no reactionary action should surprise anyone.
Nevertheless, the world—and this includes President Jimmy Carter, who is still pretending that the
so-called Peace Treaty he engineered between Egypt
and Israel will bring real peace to the whole of the
Middle East—was shocked by the timing, if nothing else, of the “sudden” fiat from the Knesset that
Jerusalem, East and West, that is, Arab as well as
Jewish, was “one,” was “indivisible,” indeed, was the
“eternal” capital of Israel, as if really its order extended into the eons of time.
If, however, we take a second, objective look
at that phrase, “if nothing else,” we will see that it
is, precisely, the timing, the provocative timing,
which is the logical conclusion to the extremist imperialist moves ever since MenWHAT IS THE ANSWER?
achem Begin came to power,
Long before the maturing
and that very week visited
of the state capitalist world
and approved a controverin which we now live, Lenin
sial new Jewish settlement
watched the appearance of buin Arab land. It has gone on
reaucracy in the workers’ state
and expanded ever since. It is
and warned of “returning
necessary, however, to limit
backwards to capitalism.” His
ourselves to this year.
warning—unless production
In March 1980 the govand the state were run by the
ernment of Israel announced
population “to a man, woman
it would be taking 1,000 acres
and child” state capitalism
of mostly Arab-owned land. It
would overtake Russia—fell
was the first such major exon as deaf ears as his last
propriation in a decade, and
fight against Stalin’s rudeness
the second largest ever since
toward minority groups.
the victorious 1967 war. InHe wrote prophetically:
deed, by the mid-1970s, Is“Scratch some Bolsheviks and
rael pried 30% of East Jeruyou will find Great Russian
salem from Arab ownership.
chauvinists ... I am declaring
Could anyone doubt when the
war on Great Russian chaubiggest war hawk of them all,
vinism ... the same Russian
Geula Cohen, was chosen to
apparatus, which was bor- ISM-NC: flickr.com/photos/ismnc/18625726/
bring in a draft for the new
rowed from Tsarism and only A Palestinian man stands in the rubble of his East Jerusastatus of Jerusalem that it
barely anointed with the So- lem home, demolished by the Israeli government.
would be anything but what
viet chrism.”
it was?...
It remains the most telling commentary not only
What is new—and it is by no means limited
of present day Russia but of the whole state capitalto Zionism—is the new politicized form of reliist world in which we now live.
gion. Nor is it a question of whether you listen to the
In contrast to genuine Marxists, liberals have
money-wise electronic “evangelists,” or you follow
never been able to face the fact of the class nature
the Old or New Testament—or the Koran, and quote
of oppression of minorities, whether that took the
Mohammed, who is supposed to have said: “Whoever
individual form of the Dreyfus affair or the outright
goes on a pilgrimage to the Jerusalem sanctuary
fascism of our day. When fascism first came to Italy
shall be forgiven all his sins.”
in the 1920s, they said it could never happen in an
The point, rather, is why this rush to power.
“advanced” country; the backwardness of Italy was
One need not go abroad to see it is so. All one has to
supposed to have produced fascism. When it came to
do is look right here at the New Right, the Christian
the most technologically advanced European land—
Religious Right....
Germany—it became a question of “Prussian miliThe real point is this: the totality of the critarism.” When the “non-military” countries by force
ses, especially since 1973-74—and by no means
of arms destroyed Nazi Germany, and neo-Nazism
only the Arab-Israeli war, but the economic
now reappears not only under “democratic” tutelage
crisis that resulted from the oil embargo—has
there, but is spreading to other countries, including
shown that the undercurrent of revolt may,
America, then we are supposed to blame “juvenile
and in some cases, did lead to revolution. It is
delinquents.”
this, especially as it is evolving in the last year,
The truth is, however, that the one feature
which has led the capitalist rulers to flirt with
that is truly new is the mass youth demonstraNazism and occultism all over again.
tions against fascism, especially in West GerOccultism has ever been the escape from reality,
many. The preponderance of youth in these
and since it doesn’t have quite as obnoxious an odor
demonstrations shows how deeply-rooted is
as Nazism, non-taxable dollars are spent on that
anti-fascism among the youth, although they
electronic miracle to bring the message to the public.
had not suffered the physical tortures and
In any case, the New Religious Right, as in Becrimes and barbarism of the Nazis. It is the
gin’s Israel or in Khomeini’s Iran, or the Christian
present capitalist world which is constantly
Right here, even when they get masses to follow
re-creating the conditions for fascism that
them, by no means signifies that what the masses
they are rebelling against.
want, and what the leaders are striving for—powFar from being rebels without a cause, the youth
er—has the same motivation.
of today are rejecting this world they never made
Which is why Karl Marx made so sharp a
and searching for new beginnings of a truly human
continued on p. 5
world.
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The Left’s response to Syrian genocide

Editor’s note: Below we print excerpts of a statement from the Anti-War Committees in Solidarity
with the Struggles for Self-Determination—a group
that has worked tirelessly for Syrian freedom.
An airtight case has been presented for the U.S.
Left’s non-response to genocidal repression of the
revolutionary struggle in Syria. It is what they see
as the unbreakable principle that revolutionaries
promote proletarian independence. Even as many
on the Left oppose Bashar al-Assad, they distance
themselves from the freedom struggle in Syria by
the undeniable observation that U.S. imperialism is
hostile towards revolutions, and only pays lip service
to human rights to cover its own horrendous crimes
and abuses. Trapped between proletarian principles
and the nature of The Beast, the U.S. Left concludes
that all they can do is confront their own imperialist
bourgeoisie, while counseling the Syrian revolutionaries not to trust the U.S., Europe, or the UN.
Principles and analyses are put to test in the
course of political struggle. The tragic result of that
conclusion was that much of the Left that supported
the revolution in propaganda was, in terms of its
practical demands, indistinguishable from the likes
of Noam Chomsky, long a purveyor of the parochialist “fight our enemy at home.” That is not internationalism—and certainly not supportive of the Syrian revolution.
The anti-Assad Left’s stubborn opposition to
Syrian pleas for a humanitarian intervention also
meant that, in regard to the main U.S. policy, they
were indistinguishable from the apologists for Assad.
This meant the two wings of the revolutionary Left
coincided on key points: opposition to former President Barack Obama’s “red line” and condemnation
of Donald Trump’s missile strikes.

WITHERING OF ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

United front mobilizations around single demands can be effective, bringing together broad forces that are otherwise disunited, as per the historically classic example of the demands “U.S. Out Now”
from Vietnam, and “U.S. Hands Off Nicaragua.”
What hasn’t won the Left any victories is forming
united fronts to reject humanitarian interventions
demanded by the Syrian masses who were being
bombed and starved.
Although the U.S. Left’s opposition to humanitarian intervention has been the order
of the day in Washington across two administrations, this has not meant a victory for our
movement. On the contrary, the anti-war movement has withered and died. Under the leadership of Assad’s apologists we have witnessed
neighborhoods, communities and cities buried
under rubble, thousands of civilians killed and
millions more driven from their homes.
Many among the anti-Assad Left did call for
lifting the embargo on arms to the opposition. Some
even called for delivering ground-to-air missile defense systems. Others called for non-lethal aid, food
and medicine to be delivered to the besieged. But to
my knowledge, in the U.S., with the exception of our
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continued from p. 4
distinction between the religion of the oppressed and
that of the oppressor. The whole theory of alienation
started there. Follow the majestic, the historic sweep
of Marx’s goal, “To unmask human self-alienation in
its secular form now that it has been unmasked in
its sacred form.” Marx goes on:
“Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature,
the sentiment of a heartless world, and the soul of
soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people. The
abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of men,
is a demand for their real happiness....
“Religion is only the illusory sun about which
man revolves so long as he does not revolve about
himself….
“Man makes religion; religion does not make
man. Religion is indeed man’s self-consciousness and
self-awareness so long as he has not found himself or
has lost himself again. But man is not an abstract being, squatting outside the world. Man is the human
world, state, society.”
Nor was it only religion that Marx called “the
opium of the people.” The same was true for science.
A full 130 years before ever the atom was split—out
of which came, not the most constructive new energy
force, but the most destructive atomic bomb—Marx
wrote: “To have one basis for life and another for science is a priori a lie.”
We have been living this lie altogether too long.
State-capitalism has reincarnated both Religion and
Science as moves away from real human needs and
new human relations. The turning of the clock backward must be stopped and will be stopped when we
stop separating the philosophy of revolution from social revolution....

own small Anti-War Committees in Solidarity with
the Struggles for Self-Determination, and our allies
in News and Letters Committees, none on the Left
called for taking up the demand widely raised by
Syrians for a humanitarian intervention to stop the
bombing, practically expressed as a call for a No Fly
Zone (NFZ).
Two things must be said regarding the opposition to interventions: first it meant that the anti-

Raed Fares, facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1836149523135921
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Mass demonstration for freedom in Kafranbel, Idlib, Syria, Sept. 8,
2018, rejecting Russian aggression against Syria and calling on the
international community to shoulder its responsibilities towards civilians in Idlib.

Assad Left could not work in unity with the Syrian diaspora, which mobilized repeatedly in mass
actions for an NFZ. Second, the incongruity was
painfully obvious: categorically opposing humanitarian interventions, while calling for imperialism
to intervene through the supply of arms and other
measures. Such contortions did nothing to challenge
the really dangerous illusions held widely in the U.S.
working class that an isolationist strategy can save
us from being embroiled in wars.

PANDERING TO ISOLATIONISM

It is a remarkable feature of this period that
distrust in the intentions of the Pentagon and politicians on Capitol Hill is fairly widespread. Illusions
about the good will of U.S. imperialism are not the
primary confusion among working people. Rather,
the response to this recognition is confused, for instead of building international solidarity with peoples in struggle against austerity and for human
rights and democracy around the world, the general
sentiment seems to be that we must turn inward.
Isolationism is a confusion that befuddles our struggles.
The anti-Assad left, again with notable exceptions, by adopting a categorical rejection of
the Syrian appeals for a humanitarian intervention, has in practice adapted to the isolationist sentiments to which the apologists pander in a deceitful manner.
In regard to the struggle for leadership, which
is the irreducible material down to which all political struggles are boiled, trapped by its own conclusions, the anti-Assad Left could not challenge the
apologists who held tightly onto the leadership of
the main U.S. anti-war coalitions. Once their leadership over anti-war opposition was accepted, the
apology for genocide—and its normalization—inevitably resulted. Thus, although the International Socialist Organization (ISO) has to its credit promoted
Syrian intellectuals, such as Joseph Daher, and
publications of such important works as Yassin alHaj Saleh’s The Impossible Revolution (which quite
pointedly does not categorically reject the appeal for
an international intervention), it did so even as it
supported Ajamu Baraka’s candidacy, even as Baraka openly praised the Assad regime and engaged
in atrocity denial. Thus, more recently, the united
forces against fascism in this country include the
ANSWER coalition, which is an open supporter of
fascism in Syria. Having failed to split the anti-war
opposition on principle from the apologists for genocide, the anti-Assad Left can only ever challenge its
opponents in propaganda, which is meaningless to
the Syrians being bombed.

GENOCIDE APOLOGETICS NORMALIZED

Deprived of our own anti-war banners, the practical imperatives of confronting the fascists and the
Trump administration’s attacks on immigrants and
Muslims has repeatedly subordinated solidarity
with the Syrian struggle and principled opposition
to atrocity denial. That has made it possible for the
apologists for genocide of ANSWER and the Workers’ World Party to be accepted on the Left as “comrades.” The result is that the apology for genocide
has become normalized within the ranks of the U.S.
Left and the popular movements in which it intervenes.
Many Syrians look upon this moral collapse of our movements with complete disgust,

and thus not only is the Left unable to connect
to the Syrian struggle, many Syrian activists
have begun openly questioning the relevance
of a Left which accepts “comrades” engaging
in atrocity denial.
These results were not the desired outcome the
anti-Assad leftists sought, but these are, nonetheless, the results toward which this principled sector
of the U.S. Left fatally stumbled.
Another point needs to be made about the principled U.S. Left’s response to the Syrian revolution.
Reading their material, one cannot help but draw
the conclusion that they think the revolution was
primarily lost by its leadership, not crushed through
massive repression. Some forthright elements of the
anti-Assad Left are explicit in this charge. But even
the elements that avoid such sharp accusations have
not really distanced themselves from the charge.
If one accepts that collective punishment of civilians by the Assad regime, with massive direct
support from Russia and Iran, rolled back the territorial gains of the revolution, then opposition to the
bombing logically follows as the central demand for
the solidarity movement.

NEED TO UNITE WITH SYRIAN DIASPORA

In practical terms, recognizing the primary
threat of the bombing to the revolution would have
opened up the possibility for united actions with the
Syrian diaspora. With these allies, the weak forces
of the anti-Assad Left might have been able to marginalize and isolate atrocity deniers and take leadership of the anti-war opposition. Furthermore, in the
same rallies in which we were opposing the bombing
of Syrians by Assad, Russia’s Vladimir Putin, and
Iran’s intervention, we, as internationalists, could
also have raised Israel’s crimes of bombing civilians
in Gaza, the siege of Gaza, and the U.S.-supported
bombing and blockade of Yemen, and more generally, opposition to the bloody farce of the “War on
Terror.”
To build united actions with the diaspora,
it would not have been necessary to support
Syrian demands for an NFZ, but it was certainly necessary not to reject these demands
(which is how I read Mr. Yassin al-Haj Saleh’s
position and the appeal that we “listen to Syrians”). The key was to recognize the primary
task of opposing the bombing.
Instead of building a united solidarity movement against the bombing, united with allies in the
Syrian diaspora who repeatedly took to the streets,
the anti-Assad Left largely accepted the core argument made ad nauseam by the apologist Left, and
now plainly absurd, that a humanitarian intervention to stop the bombing could only make matters
worse—worse than genocide.
Therefore some reason had to be offered for
how such a heroic struggle as the Syrian revolution
could suffer defeats, and why we could not build a
united solidarity movement with the Syrian diaspora against the bombing. The leaderships of the
U.S. anti-Assad Left, consciously or not, fell back on
the rather canned conclusion that without proletarian leadership the revolution was doomed to failure.
Somehow the relentless explosions of concrete rubble and shrapnel and the terrible toll these took on
the Syrian leaderships was ignored, as if the problem were only one of clarity and resolve. A balance of
the U.S. Left suggests that it is our clarity that is in
question and our resolve that was lacking.

OVERAWED BY RULERS’ MIGHT

What is remarkable about the fatalism of the
U.S. anti-Assad Left is how it follows strictly from
an argument that assumes the intentions of U.S. imperialism are decisive, and not the balance of forces
in the struggle.
We would be silly to believe the U.S. ruling class
has the good intentions to raise the federal minimum wage to a level allowing working families to
rise out of poverty. Yet, the obstinate opposition of
the capitalist class notwithstanding, revolutionaries
generally support the struggle of Fight for $15 Now
(and I do not refuse to participate in the movement
because its leadership is “reformist”).
This is not an isolated example; on the contrary, it is generalizable: the intentions of the
ruling class are relevant, but so are ours.
There are great risks that U.S. imperialism
could use the pretext of humanitarian intervention
to corrupt the democratic revolutionary struggle,
but it would be perverse for U.S. Leftists to now
breathe a deep sigh of relief, since no such intervention has taken place, and resistance in Syria has
been reduced to a last stand in Idlib. On the contrary, the danger of foreign control over the revolutionary struggle, which will continue until Assad
is overthrown, has grown precisely to the degree to
which the mass popular movement has been forced
by relentless bombing and sieges to hole up and endure terrible sacrifices. Short of a humanitarian
intervention, the fatal end was foreseeable in one
revolutionary stronghold after another.
—David, Anti-War Committees in Solidarity
with the Struggles for Self-Determination
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ATTACKS ON IMMIGRANTS

I appreciate your timely and wellwritten lead on “Millions denounce
Trump’s heinous immigration abuses.” What is so maddening, and so
very awful, is that his administration
is still throwing children in jail; still
making people suffer horribly when
all they have done is try to escape even
more horrible suffering. It reveals just
how far the U.S. has gone off the rails
when even throwing children in jail
can’t seem to be stopped.
Grieving
Chicago
***
The abuse of immigrants is this
society’s model for the future for dealing with climate change. More and
more people’s living conditions will be
disrupted, and a ruling minority plans
to hold onto their power and wealth
no matter the cost for everyone else.
It’s a step toward a world of war of all
against all, death camps and fascism.
Environmentalist
Southern California

•

SYRIA AND THE LEFT’S FAILURE

By failing to understand the genuine quest for freedom of the Syrian
people for the past seven years, the
Left has failed to provide theoretical
and practical leadership so that thousands of concerned people worldwide
feel unable to help their fight for freedom. What can we do, now? How can
we support the survivors of the impending massacre?
In solidarity
Detroit

•

WITH FRIENDS LIKE THESE

A Democrat senator said the
protests against extreme right-wing
Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh at the hearings are hurting
the Democratic Party. Well, too bad!
Democrats are hurting women! Demonstrating women aren’t going to put
the Democratic Party above our own
needs. And what makes him think
these protesters are all up in the Democratic Party? If the Democratic senators who are fighting for their seats
in November wouldn’t sell women out
on this issue and vote no on Kavanaugh, and if the Democratic leadership
hadn’t long ago sold women out on this
issue, then we wouldn’t be protesting.
Angry protesting woman
Chicago

•

WOMEN’S LIBERATION

Rape culture is
worldwide and women everywhere are
working to end it,
as N&L’s women’s
page
constantly
reveals. In the July-Aug. issue particularly inspiring
was the protest by
South Korean women
against the practice of
men secretly creating pornography
by filming and broadcasting women
in public places and the police’s lack
of protecting the women and stopping
the men. Laws with teeth against the
filmings and the courage to enforce
them are needed. All success to the
South Korean women!
Feminist
Chicago
***
I’ve just heard that the woman
who founded Grandmothers of the
Plaza de Mayo in Argentina, María
Isabel Chorobik de Mariani, died
(see Women WorldWide, p. 2). Her
group and the Mothers of the Plaza de
Mayo—women who marched daily in
the midst of fascism with pictures of
their children and grandchildren fastened to their clothing—inspired similar groups around the world. Because
of her courage and creativity, wherever people are disappeared and/or
murdered by fascist regimes and their
proxies, women have formed organizations like María’s in response. From

READERS’VIEWS

Yemen to Spain, from Mexico to Bosnia-Herzegovina, women have stood in
the streets confronting murderers and
thugs. María Isabel Chorobik de Mariani will be missed but her creativity
and bravery will continue to inspire.
Terry Moon
Chicago
***
I will be reading Reproductive
Justice: An Introduction (see review,
July-Aug. 2018 N&L). Reviewer Adele
contrasts “pro-reproductive justice”
to “pro-choice.” Reproductive justice
combines reproductive rights and
social justice, placing “reproductive
rights” in a human rights framework.
The concept allows organic, genuine
connections between social justice
movements and recognizes the U.S.
racist history of suppression of these
rights for women of color.
Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

•

SERENA WILLIAMS

Serena Williams has had to fight
racism and sexism her entire fabulous
career. She also
had to fight for
her life because
of the racism
in the hospital where she
gave birth only
a few months
before her last
tournament. If
she is railing
at the judges
for sexism, I back her 100%. How dare
Martina Navratilova say that it wasn’t
the “right time” for her to complain.
We women know all too well how it is
never the “right time” for us to fight
for our rights. I say to Ms. Williams:
Keep complaining, anytime. We’re
with you!
Williams fan
Memphis

Edwin Martinez
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•

END MONEY BAIL, THE RIGHT WAY

Essie Justice worked really hard
to abolish money bail in California
(see “Women demand, ‘End money
bail,’” July-Aug. 2018 N&L). Supported by others, they got a bill introduced in California’s legislature to
do that. As it was going through the
legislative process, the amendments
adopted transformed it into its opposite. While now there is no bail, it
is up to the judge whether a person
arrested stays in jail or is released.
Judges are supposed to base that decision on one’s prior record. In effect it
means that if you are Black and you
get arrested in California for any reason, you have to prove your innocence.
Most of the supporters of this bill, including Essie Justice, withdrew their
support. This shows that change will
not come through legislation or the legal system. We need to be the change
we want to see, to live our lives differently, to create the society we would
want to be a part of.
Urszula Wislanka and Marie Lewin
Oakland, Calif.

•

TRUMP-KIM ‘PEACE’

I know N&L doesn’t make predictions, but one seemed to have slipped
into your editorial in the July-Aug. issue on “Trump-Kim ‘peace’ threatens
masses.” You write that Trump was
“not going to turn around next year
and admit that Kim gave up nothing
in terms of nuclear weapons and missiles; if it comes to that, he will simply
accuse Kim of treachery…” Good on
yah! You sure have Trump’s number.
M. Soleil
St. Louis

GENOCIDE AND WAR HEROES

Displaying his ignorance for all
to see, in particular his ignorance of
the recent history of the U.S., Donnie
Trump, attempting to disparage Senator John McCain a few years ago, said
“[H]e was captured, I prefer people
who weren’t captured.” It was McCain’s status as a P.O.W., imprisoned
for several years in the infamous “Hanoi Hilton,” that earned him the title
of a hero of that unjust war. Vietnam
was a genocide. After defeating the
Nazis, we became like the Nazis. There
was very little, if any, honor in serving
your country in that quagmire. All the
rules of war were turned upside down,
so that the only one who could be seen
as a hero was one whose claim to fame
was being shot down. After coming
home from the war, some Vietnam veterans were shunned, even to this day,
by the likes of the prez, who neglected
to lower the U.S. flag to half-staff after McCain died. Our country is still
haunted by the ghosts of Vietnam.
Curtis
Kalamazoo, Mich.

•

SEX CRIMES AND THEIR FALLOUT

I enjoy your paper and many of
your messages and have shared it for a
while now. Many of the articles depict
those convicted of sex crimes as predators. That is a broad stroke and seems
myopic. I hope that we can get to the
point where we look at individuals, listen to their stories and seek solutions
to the many ailments of the human
soul. Be angry at the behavior and try
to determine where it derives, instead
of being angry at the end result, which
is quite complex. We have over 250
veterans here, over 500 at the defense
barracks—over 80% of this population were convicted of sex crimes. We
are now at the point where nearly one
million Americans are “sex offenders.”
I can guarantee that the vast majority are not predators. For those that
fit those criteria, we should take the
time to hear their story, just as we do
with victims. We should mourn anytime that a person goes to prison and
determine how that came to be. Still,
great paper, I just wish it was more inclusive.
Mr. W., a prisoner
Ft. Leavenworth, Kan.
***
Editor’s note: Mr. W. makes a good
point about the need to “seek solutions”
and to “try to determine where it [the
many ailments of the human soul] derives.” The designation, “Sex crimes,”
covers a multitude of harmful activities including rape, child molestation,
sexual battery, possession and distribution of child pornography and/or
obscene material, prostitution, solicitation of prostitution, pimping, indecent exposure, and lewd acts with a
child. What is important to remember,
and what Mr. W. leaves out of his letter,
is that NONE of these crimes are victimless, including child pornography
or pornography of adults. The stories
of victims are important and must be
heard and believed. Even if we reached
the stage where we could have what is
called “restorative justice,” those victims of sex crimes might well desire
punishment as well as understanding and treatment for those who, in
some cases, destroyed their lives and
in others horribly altered them. What
the hundreds of letters we receive every
month from prisoners do make clear
to those of us who read them is that
Mr. W. is right that “We should mourn
anytime that a person goes to prison
and determine how that came to be.”
We hope that doesn’t have to wait until
the new society we are all fighting for,
because that is one of the most important ways we could stop sex crimes and
recidivism. As prisoner Stephen Wilson wrote in the Jan.-Feb. 2018 issue of
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N&L: “We should push for transformative justice whose end goal is not only
to restore relationships but to transform society in the process. Its focus is
not only on the specific harm done, but
on the structures that create oppression and inequality in the first place.”
To our incarcerated readers—
Prisoncrats sometimes choose
to return an issue to us undelivered, but if you have been moved—
to another prison, or within the
same prison—the USPS will not
forward newspapers. Help us keep
N&L in your hands by letting us
know your change of address, including when you are released.
When you leave prison your donor subscription can continue to
your new address for one additional year. We do not match up
pen pals, or offer legal advice or
access to attorneys. This paper is
a place where the voices of people
engaged in struggles inside and
outside prison walls can be heard
speaking for themselves.

What is freedom?

Bellefonte, Penn.—In America are
we really free or are we going through
an act, or through the motions?
Freedom is being unrestricted
physically, mentally, morally, spiritually and financially. Freedom is feeling alive, safe and secure all the time,
any place or anywhere. Freedom is
having the ability to be independent,
self-reliant or autonomous. What’s the
true essence of freedom? It is having
freedom of choice. Freedom is when
you don’t have to compromise your belief, ideology or preferences to please
others. Freedom isn’t freedom if your
mind is not free to think. A mind that
refuses to elevate itself is one that
will remain enslaved. The late great
historian Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson
wrote in The Mis-education of the Negro: “If you control a man’s thinking,
you don’t have to worry about his actions.”
Knowledge is information that
will empower you, and a person is only
as strong as his or her knowledge. If
your knowledge is limited, your perception of life is unimaginable. One
of the things that are most disturbing to me in prison is that many of the
brothers know little to nothing about
African-American history or Africa.
It’s bad not to know, but it’s worse not
to want to know.
There is an African proverb:
“A people without knowledge of
their history is like a tree without
roots.” Many individuals are in a
state of psychological slavery and
do not realize it because they keep
themselves blind, deaf and dumb
to the knowledge of self. Frederick Douglass, one of our great
orators, said, “To enslave men
successfully and safely, it is necessary to keep their minds occupied
with thoughts and aspirations
short of liberty.”
We bought into America’s myth
that we were liberated, but how can
that be true when we are still fighting for freedom, justice, and equality? We are still encountering racism,
fascism, capitalism, discrimination,
oppression and segregation daily. Dr.
W.E.B. Du Bois, one of our great intellectual scholars, stated: “American
Negroes greeted liberation from slavery as the day of jubilee, not realizing
that emancipation only freed them for
long struggle, the end of which is still
not in sight.”
The Dred Scott decision is as
much alive today as it was in 1857
when U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Roger B. Taney said Blacks have “no
rights that the white man is bound to
respect.” As long as we reside in the
land controlled by our oppressors, we
will always struggle to be free. As
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “We
know through painful experience that
freedom is never voluntarily given by
the oppressor, it must be demanded by
the oppressed.”
—Prisoner
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THE NEEDED RETURN TO MARX’S HUMANISM
When reading Raya Dunayevskaya’s “A return to the Humanism of
Marx” in the July-Aug. 2018 issue of
N&L, I thought of the Arab Spring
and what is happening in Idlib, Syria.
She writes of an age where our consciousness is preoccupied with human
freedom; and that two features are
key: “a new subject is born to respond
to the objective pull
of history”
and “a new
relationship
between theory and practice is forged.” The Arab
Spring revealed new subjects for freedom, especially the women but really
all those in the Squares who worked
out new human relationships on the
ground. But where one sees the lack
of a new relationship between theory
and practice is in how so much of the
Left has reacted to the struggle for
freedom in Syria. Rather than taking their cue from the movement for
freedom against the deadly regime of
Bashar al-Assad, so much of the Left
got hung up on fantasized U.S. “support” for some Syrian rebels. That
was all it took for so many to either
support Assad outright or become
apologists for him and his deadly regime. This reality brought home to me
what Dunayevskaya meant when she
wrote that “a viable philosophy must
be capable of meeting the challenge of
human experience, of the new revolts
symbolic of the lack of specific freedoms.”
Women’s Liberationist
Chicago
***
“A Return to the Humanism of
Marx” is timely on this 200th anniversary of Marx’s birth. Not so much to
show Marx as a humanist, which Dunayevskaya demonstrated time and
time again in her writings; rather, the
power of this piece, and the thrust of
her continual discussion of the humanism of Marx, was to show the ongoing
power of Marx’s concept of humanism.
It was to show that humanism as central to Marx’s creation of his philosophy of revolution in permanence—and
the need to recreate that concept of
humanism within today’s reality. For

her day, Dunayevskaya expressed that
in the Hungarian Revolution and the
Black struggle for freedom. Can we
not find it today in such struggles as
the new moments within Women’s
Liberation and in the struggles for migrant rights worldwide?
At the same time, Dunayevskaya
pointed out that the founding of an
original philosophy of human liberation is a rare creation. Marx’s humanism was such a creation. To speak of
the need for “humanism” in confronting global capitalism must of necessity
mean a grappling with the totality of
Marx’s humanism, and recreating it
for this moment. Anything less is to
reduce humanism to ideology rather
than the needed philosophy of human
emancipation.
Eugene Walker
Mexico City

•

VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS

I have become convinced that our
current consumerism monster must
go. It breeds slavery and contempt for
our fellow man and has brought us to
environmental suicide.
Prisoner
Pelham, Ga.
***
There is not much for me to add to
your content. It covers all international struggles and helps me as a prisoner to grow my awareness in the face
of our limited amount of resources and
lack of information due, at times, to
censorship. Please find a way to keep
me on the subscription list.
Prisoner
Tehachapi, Calif.
***
I am a Buddhist and HumanistCommunist and your newspaper
speaks a beautiful language. I have
recently been relocated to the max security side because I refused to work
for this human warehouse and support its capitalist ways. Your newspaper is shared and is very helpful. Can
I please receive a free copy of the Constitution of News and Letters Committees?
Jelly Bean
Abilene, Tex.
***
Thanks for treating me as a human being and not a number or a
throwaway of society. I committed my

Page 7

crime, deserved to come to prison. But
I have learned from my wrongs and
words can’t begin to describe the sorrow I feel. I hope one day I may get a
second chance at life. I will make the
best of it and help others.
Prisoner
Albion, Penn.
***
I am sorry I cannot donate but the
facility I am at denies me a job for litigating against them. As an innocent
person caught up in the prison industry of this corrupt government, your
paper inspires!
Prisoner
Avenel, N.J.
***
If I get out, I’ll write to have my
subscription started for one year as
you suggest in your newspaper. It is
outrageous and as corrupt as it gets
when an ex-convict is required to register as homeless if not living at his
address for four days in a seven-day
period—regardless if
this is consecutive or
not. Going
on vacation
or a camping
trip
makes him
or her automatically guilty and they have to serve
five years back in prison if they are
gone for over 72 hours. This is a fact
in Washington State and I am doing
five years for being gone from my lawful residence for two weeks.
C.P.
Connell, Wash.
***
I’m wrongfully convicted and
serving a life sentence for robbery and
30 years for armed “criminal action”
which I am not good for. I don’t have an
attorney that will fight for me. I have
no family or friends. I’m by myself inside this belly of the beast so I know
exactly how it is and what it feels like
to be alone, by myself, in an everyday
struggle trying to remain sane and
fighting for not only my freedom but
my sanity in this corrupt environment,
a pit full of snakes, lost souls and misguided, miserable, lonely, diabolical,
evil-hearted, racist, struggling, emotional, gay, misunderstood, depressed,
sad, confused individuals. I deal with
racist/prejudiced or biased people on

a daily basis. I’ve been assaulted and
abused by staff and lied to as well as
retaliated against by them. Both my
children have been taken from me and
it’s just a bunch of wrongful injustice
towards me and several others here
as well. Some of my friends have even
been deported. I appreciate you all
and all the donors.
Prisoner
Jefferson City, Mo.
***
I just finished my first issue of
N&L and truly enjoyed it and was
happy to know that I can send stamps
as a donation so that I can keep receiving this wonderful piece of knowledge.
I have a story to tell too about how
cruel they can be here. They are notorious for forcing us to go without teeth
for years. I wrote a grievance about
this and their answer was that their
policy gives them the right to refuse
me partial dentures for five years. Is
this crazy or what? I could see a year
to 18 months; but five years? That
is just cruel. I bet they wouldn’t go a
week without making an appointment
to see a dentist. I know I’m an inmate
doing 40 years but I’m not an animal,
I’m a human being with basic rights
but that doesn’t even come close to
applying at Mountain View Correctional. If anyone has any ideas how we
can correct this problem I would love
to know. They already have lawsuits
against medical and dental policies
but they don’t seem to help; they just
laugh about it and keep doing as they
please.
Prisoner
Spruce Pine, N.C.
***
I’m 55 years old. I’ve been locked
up since 1993. I will max out my sentence next June. They took my life for
a non-violent crime of theft of $365.
They’re just going to kick me out with
nothing and nowhere to go. Thank god
it will be summertime. I’d like a copy
of your paper.
Prisoner
Huntingdon, Penn.
TO OUR READERS: Can
you donate $5 for a prisoner who
cannot pay for a subscription
to N&L? It will be shared with
many others. Prisoners are eligible
to continue their free subscriptions
when they first get released.
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Say ‘No!’ to life without parole

Sacramento, Calif.—On Aug. 6 a new chapter in
activism around Life Without a Possibility of Parole
(LWOP) in California was opened with a rally at the
capitol steps.
In the Summer of 2014 A Living Chance project
was launched, giving California’s women prisoners
an opportunity to tell their story, to share what life
means to those sentenced to “the other death penalty,” LWOP (see www.alivingchance.com).

ADVOCATES TO END LWOP GROW

Then, in early
2017,
Gov.
Jerry
Brown granted nine
commutations, five of
them for LWOP prisoners, making them
eligible for a parole
hearing. Since then
more commutations
followed,
spurring
people at the Central
California Women’s
Facility and at California Institution for
Women (CIW) to redouble their efforts.
California Coalition
for Women Prisoners
is also a part of this new chapter in a Drop LWOP
campaign, reaching out to those inside to help them
be their own best advocates.
The organizing inside by LWOP prisoners,
to help each other and to express their human
aspirations for freedom, inspired organizers
outside. A number of prisoners’ rights organizations and LWOP prisoners’ family members
got together on Aug. 6 to express the growing
sentiment that it is time to end the cruel practice of LWOP.
We held posters with pictures of about 30 LWOP
prisoners. Many formerly incarcerated people and
family members spoke to the crowd and during their

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
continued from p. 1
A case in point: the hunger strike of 2013
was successful because prisoners throughout
the state of California demonstrated a unified
force. That prompted the california department of corrections and rehabilitation (cdcr)
to end its draconian underground SHU gangvalidation policy. Of course it would be ideal if
we could create a similar unification of prisoners statewide, debunking the propaganda of
the prisoncrats that their prisons are run in a
humane manner.
We are not idealists, but practical people who
comprehend the exact nature of our prison’s realities. There won’t be any wishing on our part because
we know that without pain there will be no forward
movement. Having the courage to become advocates
for change puts us in the crosshairs of the prisoncrats for various forms of retaliation. Some of us are
willing to do the heavy lifting in terms of being an
example of individuals who uphold the principle of
human dignity for all. Presently, we are grappling
with the critical question: How and where can we
build a solid unification of prisoners while holding
fast to the principle that “negativity is the creative,
motivating force” that should enable us to create the
dialectic anew?

IDEAS ABOUND

We are not short on ideas that could serve as the
catalyst to organize the general prison population.
All the prisons in Amerika have similar issues that
impede prisoners from expanding their humanism.
All of us prisoners suffer the indignities of
poor quality food, inadequate healthcare, long
delays in mail deliveries, forced menial labor,
deficient clothing, high-priced canteen items,
and families overcharged for phone calls. All
of these prisoner issues are included in the
campaign slogan of the Free Alabama Movement: “Redistribute The Pain,” calling for the
boycott as a protest against being treated unfairly. There should be immediate identification with that idea flowing out of Alabama by
all prisoners.
The prevailing challenge facing many of us in
California is not only the paralysis of fear of administrative retribution. The enactment of Proposition
57 allows for time reduction for good behavior. For
prisoncrats, protests and strikes count against good
behavior. A combination of fear and incentives not to
act looms large in a prison population that is largely
ahistorical and apolitical.
Nonetheless, nothing should be viewed as insurmountable because the idea is determined to appear.
It is imperative that we do the necessary primary
work beforehand so when the idea does appear we
can seize the moment.
People Who Believe In Freedom Cannot Rest.
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Vigil for the Rohingya

visits with legislators. Others sent messages from
inside. Here are just a few of their statements:
Being Poor with LWOP, by Ruby P. (CIW),
referring to the recent Supreme Court decision that
youth sentenced to life in prison should have a right
to have a new hearing regarding their sentencing:
“I am speaking to how I personally feel about the
disparity in justice for the rich and the poor. I have
been all alone in my fight for freedom some 30 or so
years....
“I
understand
Urszula Wislanka for News & Letters
that I made a horrific
choice in December
of 1985 and that that
choice has defined
me for all these years
in the public’s mind.
But I watch the news
and see all these people who have money
or their families have
money and the public sees them in such
a different light.…
Do we who have no
money ever receive a
second chance? Do
we who received a
Life Without Parole
sentence yet were under the age of 25 when it was
committed not warrant the same consideration as all
those who were under 25 and only received life sentences?
“When does injustice take the time to look at each
and every one of us and decide that 25, 30, 35 years of
incarceration is enough to justify a second chance, no
matter if it’s a life or life without sentence?”
Jane D. (a lifer, CIW): “An LWOP sentence is
not an alternative to the death penalty, it is a slower,
more devastating death penalty. An LWOP sentence
presumes at the time of sentencing, even if the person
is only 19 years old, that there is no possibility of rehabilitation.”
“The U.S. is one of a handful of countries that
still uses LWOP sentences and the population of people serving LWOP sentences has tripled in the past
two decades. This country is out of step with the rest
of the world and out of touch with human dignity.
“I believe we should abolish LWOP sentences and life sentences. Do we or do we not believe in
the innate goodness of humanity? Do we or do we not
believe in an individual’s capacity to change or rehabilitate?
“As Viktor Frankl, Auschwitz survivor and psychotherapist, said, ‘If we treat people as if they were
what they ought to be, we help them become what
they are capable of becoming.’”

Chicago—Over 100 people gathered in Chicago’s
Federal Plaza on Aug. 25 for a vigil on the one-year
anniversary of the massacre of the Muslim minority
Rohingya. This vigil—with Rohingya refugees now
living in Chicago, people from other Muslim countries and Black, white, and Buddhist participants—
was one of many actions around the world for Rohingya Genocide Remembrance Day.

Behind ‘that door’

This article is in response to the one by Fredd,
“Prison Censorship,” in the July-Aug. issue of News
& Letters.
I’m an inmate at the federal prison in Big Spring,
Texas, and I know the difficulty that the writer has
in trying to organize fellow inmates to stand up for
what little rights the incarcerated in this country
have left. We have had similar, though not as draconian, censorship at this institution over the years as
well as other pointless rule additions. Every time I
tried to get others together to do something about it
I heard the same excuses I’m sure Fredd is hearing:
“Nobody else is going to do anything. Why should I?”
There are two buildings on this compound where
prisoners live and this summer the new warden informed us that he was going to split recreational
yard time between the two buildings to control the
influx of contraband. One building would get rec
time one day and the other building would get it the
next day.
That was finally too much for everyone and
the whole compound laid down. No one went
to eat lunch that day and when the COs made
the work call afterwards and no one left their
building, the staff locked us in our dorms. We
were locked in for two weeks eating nothing
but baloney sandwiches, but we did get our rec
yard back.
So Fredd, please let everyone on your compound
know that nothing will change if no one does anything. But if you are willing to stand up (or “sit
down”) for your rights, you can enact change
—S. E. M.

Hey family and friends: Have you ever wondered
what was on the other side of that door they bring
your family member through to court, shackled at
the waist and feet, wearing that pumpkin orange
jumpsuit? Let me tell you something you don’t see
while you’re sitting on cushioned seats that are
equal to the pews of T.D. Jakes’s megachurch. Your
son or daughter is a few feet beyond that door sitting
on stainless steel. He or she is sitting in a concrete
and steel holding cell with a toilet covered in urine
and feces, looking at graffiti that some condemned
soul scratched into the paint.
Yeah, the courtroom is full of oak wood,
carved tables, jury box and judge’s bench and
cold water in pitchers on the table while your
son or daughter is sitting in a cold stinky cell
drinking lukewarm water out of their hand.
In court you see the judge and lawyers being respectful to your son or daughter. But behind closed
doors the guards ignore them at best. At worst they
are verbally and sometimes physically abusing them,
pushing them, putting cuffs on too tight and refusing to give them toilet paper to use the bathroom.
This is something you don’t see, something the
courts don’t want you to see; and something I hope
you never have to see for yourself.
—Randall James
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NATIONALISM AS A COVER FOR GENOCIDE

In the name of Buddhist nationalism, atrocities
by Burma’s military initiated the bloodiest phase
of a still ongoing genocide that has now killed more
than 10,000 civilians. It has forced into exile more
than 700,000 Rohingya who have worked and lived
in Burma, primarily in Rakhine state in Burma’s
northwest, for as long as 300 years.
Those at the vigil identified the repression
of Rohingya as what it is, genocide. We called
for safe zones before the Rohingya are forced
back to Burma, as they now face pressure to
leave from India, Bangladesh, and other places
of exile. Signs read “Stop Burning Rohingya
Homes!” and “Save Rohingya Kids!”
Many speakers condemned not just Burma’s
army, but also Aung San Suu Kyi, Nobel Prize winning symbol of 30 years of Burma’s mass resistance
to the military dictatorship since the army bloodily
suppressed the student movement in 1988. San Suu
Kyi, as head of the civilian government, has little
control over the army, but she has actively and loudly defended it. As late as the week of our vigil she
was still blaming all its actions on “terrorists”—then
justified locking up Reuters reporters.

CHINA STANDS UP...FOR GENOCIDE

Speaker Azeem Ibrahim, author of The
Rohingyas: Inside Burma’s Hidden Genocide, told
how much the people of Burma hated the army, right
up until popular resistance forced elections. Now,
by demonizing the Rohingya, killing and expelling
them, many people love the army.
Since the worldwide vigils a UN report
has condemned as genocide the military campaigns against Rohingya, even naming six high
military officials. No one can drag them before
the International Criminal Court as long as
China would veto it. The UN report suggested
the kind of Independent Commission that, far
too late, investigated genocide in Rwanda and
in Bosnia in the 1990s.
Importantly, the global outcry against the ongoing genocide against Rohingya must expand in order
to stop these crimes now, and to bring the perpetrators to justice.
—Bob McGuire
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EDITORIAL Stop the slaughter in Idlib

But it is not only them. Those anti-Stalinist
Leftists who remained silent or sidelined for years
while Assad and Putin bombed and tortured, who
held back from organizing solidarity with Free Syria,
and who now offer only rhetorical support, stand
self-condemned. Had they taken Marx seriously,
THE ABETTORS OF MASS MURDER
they would understand that in Idlib today they are
Locals welcomed these displaced freedom
seeing their own human self-alienation played out
fighters to Idlib.
to its logical end—
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today: “We thought
They have risked Harald Etzbach.
we were fighting
everything to opAssad, and then
pose Assad and ISIS and other offshoots of Al Qaeda.
we realized we were fighting the whole world.”
They represent the best of humanity.
—Gerry Emmett, Sept. 9, 2018
For this they have been betrayed even by
those state powers that professed to support
them. Both the Obama and Trump administrations stand guilty of the basest hypocrisy
in denying Free Syrians the means to defend
Argentina has been reeling much of this year,
themselves. At every decisive moment they
bouncing from one crisis to the next under President
have withdrawn what meager support they ofMauricio Macri’s neo-liberal, anti-labor austerity
fered.
rule. That is compounded by new corruption invesThis applies to U.S. politicians of both Right and
tigations against the Kirchner presidential regimes
“Left,” as well, from Virginia right-wing state senaand by the refusal to change the draconian abortion
tor Richard H. Black, who supports mass murder
restrictions despite massive protests by Argentine
in “defense” of Christianity, to Bernie Sanders’ ally
women.
Tulsi Gabbard, Representative from Hawaii, who
PESO COLLAPSE AND MORE AUSTERITY
preferred a friendly meeting with Bashar al-Assad
Since April the peso has lost 50% of its value
to participating in the Women’s March.
versus the dollar. The working class and the poor
continued from p. 1
of Assad’s fascist regime, and is presided over and
implemented by world and regional imperialism. Despite their rivalries, these powers are united in their
hatred of human freedom.

Argentina in crisis

THE DISGRACE OF THE ‘LEFT’

All these betrayals were predictable. In the end,
there is an absolute contradiction between imperialism and revolution. What wasn’t predictable was the
utter failure of the “revolutionary” Left to manifest
human solidarity with the Syrian Revolution. (See
“The Left’s response to Syrian genocide,” p. 5.)
This failed Left has done as much as anyone to help invent the 21st-century concentration camp. It is in large part a direct result of
their absolute failure in both theory and practice. Certainly those groups like the UK Stop
the War Coalition and the U.S. United National
AntiWar Coalition stand condemned as abettors of fascism and genocide.
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will be forced to pay. Public utility hikes (electricity)
combined with runaway inflation are the reality.
This follows last December’s anti-labor revision of pension benefits, which, despite massive protests, were rammed through Congress.
As an unemployed teacher notes: “If this austerity continues, families are not going to have
square meals on their tables.”
Macri has already negotiated a multi-billion
dollar loan from the International Monetary Fund,
which of course requires more cutbacks on public
spending. It is quite clear that his indebtedness is to
international capital at the expense of Argentina’s
masses. Since his December 2015 surprise election,
Macri’s economic policies have caused much pain
and produced few, if any, positive results. The country is now headed into recession.

CORRUPTION AND THE KIRCHNERS

The so-called progressive regimes of Nestor
and Cristina Kirchner of 2003-2015 are under attack for corruption. Notebooks have been found in
which a driver kept meticulous records of carrying
bags of cash from businessmen to government officials—payments totaling millions of dollars. Exgovernment functionaries during the Kirchner administrations, plus more than a dozen businessmen,
have been indicted.
It remains to be seen whether anyone, including
Cristina Kirchner (who has immunity as a senator),
will go to jail. Corruption was the hallmark of earlier
regimes, and no one has ended up in jail.

ABORTION RIGHTS STRUGGLE

In August, after a major struggle mobilized
thousands upon thousands of Argentine women and
caught the attention of women’s reproductive rights
activists throughout Latin America, the Argentine
Senate narrowly defeated a bill creating limited
rights for abortion. (See Editorial, “Catholic Church
laid bare,” page 2.) But the Argentine women’s rights
movement, Ni Una Menos (Not One Less) is far from
giving up. Though the defeat, led by conservatives
and the Catholic Church hierarchy, was bitter, the
movement for reproductive rights is growing and
needed, and not only in Argentina.
#NiUnaMenos has spread to other Latin
American countries—Peru, Mexico and Colombia among them. The hashtag is used to denounce violence against women and demand
reproductive rights. An estimated 97% of Latin
American women live in countries that ban
abortion or allow it only in rare instances.
Almost two decades ago—December 2001—
Argentinians took to the streets in massive antigovernment demonstrations, demanding, ¡Que se
vayan todos! They all must go! and brought down the
old regimes. But the new hardly got started before
being diverted into electoral “solutions.” Today Argentina needs a movement that refuses to separate
¡Que se vayan todos! from building an authentically
new kind of society.
—Eugene Walker
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End Oura Bay landfill

Kyushu, Japan—Two activists from the anti-base
struggle in Okinawa took a ferry in late June to the
Japanese main island of Kyushu and began walking from town to town, meeting with citizens, mayors and city councils in an attempt to convince them
to stop the national government’s extraction of their
soil. The soil taken from the main Japanese islands
is to be used as bay fill in the construction of two new
airport runways at Henoko (U.S. Camp Schwab) on
pristine Oura Bay, Okinawa Island.
Sarasa and Kamoshita, affiliated with the
Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist order, were joined by
about a dozen monks and students along the way, focused on stopping base construction in Okinawa and
on pressing denuclearization in Japan, which means
phasing out nuclear power and joining international
efforts to eliminate nuclear weapons.
Their walk traversed the areas of several
proposed nuclear power plants along the way
to its final stop. They ended at Hiroshima, on
Honshu Island, on Aug. 6, the anniversary of
its bombing by the U.S. in 1945—the first explosion of a nuclear warhead used against people.
Upon her return to Okinawa, Sarasa attended
an Aug. 8 memorial for the deceased former Okinawa governor Takeshi Onaga. “Compared to the
size of the peace ceremony held in Hiroshima, [the
memorial] began to give me a strong feeling of the
gap between Okinawa and the mainland. People [on
the mainland] feel that war is over; but in Okinawa,
there are people who feel that [war in] Okinawa is
not finished. I think that the best memorial to the
Okinawa war is to lose the [Henoko] base.”
Onaga’s death may have bought the activists
more time because the governor’s most prominent
legacy had been to tactfully sabotage the bay fill
scheme. Sarasa pointed out: “If the Japanese government tries to landfill Oura Bay now, Okinawan
public opinion will heat up.”
—Buddy Bell

QUEERNOTES
by Elise

Holding signs such as, “Let Intersex Children
Choose” and “Stop Harming Intersex Children,”
about 100 Intersex people and their supporters, from
various parts of the U.S., protested outside Chicago’s
Lurie Children’s Hospital. Demanding Lurie immediately halt performing gender surgeries on minors,
protesters called for the medical community to allow
Intersex people to make their own informed decisions when they are 18 or older on whether or not to
have surgery.
* * *
In the face of Hungary’s government using
scapegoats to distract its citizens from its growing
authoritarianism, LGBTQI rights group Hatter Society, founded in 1995, strives even more strongly for
full human rights for Hungary’s Queer community.
Hatter provides legal aid services, HIV/AIDS education, an LGBTQI archive and library, advocacy for
policies and laws for full equality of Queer people,
and stages awareness-raising events for all Hungarians.
* * *
The Pride March in Kiev, Ukraine’s capital, proceeded without incident despite far-right protesters
trying to block the parade. Some of the protesters
were arrested for throwing gas canisters at police,
who guarded the Pride marchers along the entire
parade route.
* * *
Cape Verdian Institute for Gender Equality
(ICIEG), the Spanish Cooperation, and Praia City
Hall partnered to bring about Cape Verde’s fifth
Pride Week. In addition to an exhibit of photography by some of the Cape’s Queer community members, there were discussions, debates and a parade.
Associaçāo LGBTI-Praia and Associaçāo Arco-Iris
circulated a petition to ban discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity.
* * *
Brighton Pride hit back at the Lesbian and feminist group Get The L Out by having Transgender
rights activists called “L With The T” lead the parade in Brighton, England, on Aug. 4. They chanted,
“Keep the L with the T, you can’t break the community” in contrast to Get The L Out’s sign “Transactivism Erases Lesbians.” In London, Get The L Out
stayed at the head of the parade until reaching Trafalgar Square. Organizers of London’s parade are being called on to resign for not removing them from
the march.
Become a bundle dealer for News & Letters !
Sell News & Letters at your newsstand, bookstore, demonstrations or other venues. We will
send you bulk orders of five or more copies for 25
cents each. Distribute the only Marxist-Humanist
paper in the U.S.
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Masses vs. capitalism: Climate chaos in the balance

THE ROLE OF CAPITALISM

The article naively and superficially blames
human nature for the failure, without recognizing
the role of capitalism—especially the restructuring
that global capitalism carried out in response to the
depth and persistence of the global capitalist economic crisis that broke out in the mid-1970s. That
restructuring—whether called neoliberalism, globalization, or Reaganism—was not some contingent
political choice. It was a reaction to the failure of
governments, corporations, and economic theories to
restore the rate of profit, which had fallen in just the
way Marx analyzed theoretically and empirically. He
showed that the tendency of the rate of profit to fall
is an inherent part of capitalism’s law of motion.
The restructuring—which included a
big dose of privatization and deregulation—
flowed out of the nature of capitalism in its period of prolonged crisis. In keeping with these
imperatives, the Bush administration in 1989
did not allow a binding international treaty
that would limit greenhouse gas emissions.
The pattern has continued ever since, from the
1992 Earth Summit, through the 1997 Kyoto Summit and the 2009 Copenhagen Summit, to the 2015
Paris Agreement. At each one, key corporations and
governments, with the U.S. at their head, downplayed information about a looming catastrophe and
blocked any binding action as greenhouse gas emissions keep climbing.
Today, with disastrous consequences of climate
change making themselves felt, both scientists and
movements are pointing to the need for a radically
different direction. And yet consider the reactions of
leading countries:
® Germany, long seen as a leader in climate
and environmental actions, is going to badly miss its
Paris Agreement targets because of its increased use
of coal.
® Canada’s liberal darling Prime Minister Justin Trudeau nationalized the Kinder Morgan tar
sands oil pipeline to protect it from challenges by
Indigenous Canadian peoples and environmental
activists.
® China, the world’s biggest coal consumer,
aims to slash its coal use eventually, but at the same
time is pushing poorer countries like Kenya to pay
Chinese companies to build coal-fired power plants.
® Australia’s official inquiry this year warned
that climate change is a “current and existential national security risk.” Four months later, the slight
nod to climate change in an energy plan caused conservative Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to fall
and be replaced by an even more conservative Prime
Minister who opposes restrictions on coal.
The Obama administration took a totally inadequate step or two, but the Trump administration
has reversed all of that and more. Trump presides
over destruction of as many environmental, health,
and safety regulations as he can, has been opening
previously protected areas to oil drilling and other
industrial extractive processes, and has turned cult
climate denial into White House policy.

THE CULT OF CLIMATE DENIAL

It is worth looking at how climate denial became
a fanatical cult influential enough to help block climate action. In her book Merchants of Doubt: How a
Handful of Scientists Obscured the Truth on Issues
from Tobacco Smoke to Global Warming, the science
historian Naomi Oreskes shows what happened after economists got involved in 1980 in writing the
official reports on global warming. Oreskes shows
roots of climate denial in the 1970s, going back to
a core of ideologically motivated pro-capitalist scientists pimping themselves out first to the tobacco

industry and later to the fossil fuel industries.
Right-wing think tanks like the Marshall
Institute took this ball and ran with it. Eventually it was expanded to outright denial of
climate change—and to construction of feverish conspiracy theories in which evil environmentalists conspired with crooked scientists
and Communists or other enemies of America
who want to destroy its economy. This was infamously reflected in Trump’s 2012 tweet that
global warming was a hoax invented by China
to undermine U.S. manufacturers.
Right-wing think tanks since the 1960s had
sought to transform the political discourse away
from technocratic policy discussions and toward
openly ideological and emotional arguments. They
incorporated the science of manipulation that had
been funded and researched by capitalists for the
purposes of marketing products and services as well
as redirecting worker and citizen discontent. One
aspect of this is the inculcation of artificial identities centered on consumer choices and cultural and
political dogmas, as well as race, sex and nationality.
Of course, the influence of the right wing does
not come from ideology alone but depends on the political might flowing from economic power, and the
ideology flows from not only the class structure of
society but the fact that in capitalism the machine is
master of humanity and not the other way around.
Merging climate denial into right-wing
identities was useful in solidifying the artificial identities and in fending off fossil fuel regulation as well as economic regulation in general, so it was heavily funded by oil companies.
Climate scientists were outmatched by the science of manipulation. Natural scientists are generally steeped in an implicit Enlightenment philosophy,
where the discovery and announcement of truth by

30,000 march in S.F.

Urszula Wislanka for News & Letters

continued from p. 1
an existential threat to human civilization. It must
be understood that billions could die and society
could be totally destabilized. The massive worldwide
movement of refugees—from wars; from political, racial, ethnic, and sectarian repression; from economic
failure; from climate disruption—is set to mushroom
vastly with deepening climate chaos. If business as
usual continues, climate refugees could amount to
one billion in less than three decades. If Europe
could tilt so strongly toward fascism in response to a
tiny fraction of that number of refugees, what semblance of civilization could survive that?
It must also be understood that that does
not have to happen. It is not too late to take
action. But nothing short of radical action will
avoid catastrophic consequences. And the current political and economic systems dominating planet earth—all of which are founded on
capitalist production—have utterly failed.
In August, the New York Times Magazine ran
an article the size of a small book called “Losing
Earth,” narrating developments from 1979 to 1989
around efforts by environmentalists, scientists, and
politicians to tackle climate change. It ends with the
U.S. government sabotaging any kind of action at a
conference that had been meant to issue a binding
international treaty.

rational (scientific) methods leads to the spreading
of truth and its conquest of ignorance, at least in policymaking circles. And scientists seldom grasp the
difference between ideology on the one hand and, on
the other, ignorance, disinformation, and propaganda. Seldom do they grasp the influence that ideology
has on their own thinking. It is not that ideology has
seriously distorted the actual findings of climate science. But it has undermined the way those findings
are communicated, or miscommunicated, and even
are allowed to be distorted and misrepresented by
professional politicians and ideologues.

SCIENCE AND IDEOLOGY

Consider a report released by the Breakthrough
Institute in August called “What Lies Beneath: The
Scientific Understatement of Climate Risks,” by David Spratt and Ian Dunlop. It warns:
“A fast, emergency-scale transition to a postfossil fuel world is absolutely necessary to address
climate change. But this is excluded from consideration by policymakers because it is considered to be
too disruptive. The orthodoxy is that there is time for
an orderly economic transition within the current
short-termist political paradigm. Discussion of what
would be safe—less warming than we presently experience—is non-existent….Scientific reticence—a
reluctance to spell out the full risk implications of climate science in the absence of perfect information—
has become a major problem.”
The report shows how scientific projections of
global warming and its effects have been systematically underestimated by the UN’s official climate
science body, the IPCC, and that climate scientists
gravitate to “an idealised picture of scientific rationality” and even self-censor research.
Even many scientists shy away from confronting
the extremity of risk faced by humanity, while the
extreme risks are unthinkable to leaders of governments, corporations, media, and educational institutions. But unthinkable events keep happening, just
as the 2008 economic crisis was unthinkable to most
economists, politicians and business leaders.
We have seen supposedly “unthinkable”
climate-linked disasters again and again, from
the devastation of New Orleans by Hurricane
Katrina to towns and cities running out of water, like East Porterville, Calif., and, possibly
next year, Cape Town, South Africa.
A sense of hopelessness and powerlessness in
the face of the catastrophic risk of climate chaos
helps deter people from thinking about it. TV shows
don’t like to talk about it because, as MSNBC anchor
Chris Hayes admitted, climate change is “a palpable
ratings killer.”

THE IDEOLOGY OF ‘NO ALTERNATIVE’

San Francisco—On Sept. 8 over 30,000 came out
for the Rise for Climate, Jobs and Justice, which had
counterparts worldwide. Indigenous groups, who
came from as far away as Hawaii and the Amazon
rainforest in Ecuador, led the march. There were
dozens of groups from the Sierra Club and 350.org to
labor unions and ecosocialists. Signs like “There is
no planet B” and “Extinction is forever” expressed
the depth of concerns over the totality of the growing
ecological crisis.
There’s been an ever-present, palpable reminder in California’s smoke-filled air for the
past month—air whose effect on breathing
seems worse than the soot-filled air, which I
remember as a kid, belched from now closed
manufacturing plants in the Midwest.
California is burning and every year is pronounced as the “new normal.” Last year 1.4 million
acres of forest burned. Though only the beginning of
fire season, already 1.2 million acres have burned.
As native Hawaiian Sheridan Noelani Enomoto put
it: “The health of the land reflects the health of the
people, and right now we’re not in a good place.”
The march occurred four days before thousands of well-known environmental activists,
along with elites and political leaders like
Al Gore and George Shultz, came to a Global
Climate Action Summit called by Governor
Jerry Brown to counter President Trump’s
withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement.
Marchers know the Paris Agreement was woefully inadequate. We’re confronting Governor
Brown over his inability to stop the expanded
extraction of fossil fuels in California, including earthquake-inducing and groundwaterpolluting fracking.
Speeches and discussions on the street indicated that marchers were looking for much deeper answers, not alone to Trump but to capitalists’ hold on
the whole political process, chanting “What time is
it? It is time to rise.” This was the latest mass march
against Trumpism and the drift of global capitalism
in crisis into its most deleterious practices of total
war, genocidal ethnic hatred, as well as destroying
the environment.
—Marxist-Humanist, Oakland

The hopelessness of the many, the reticence of
scientists, the denialism of economists and other
ideologues—none of this can be separated from the
underlying toxic ideology that there is no alternative
to capitalism. Over the last 40 years capitalism has
again and again shown itself incapable of adequately, or even rationally, confronting climate change.
The “no alternative” ideology can trap even
some who intend to reject it, such as Naomi Klein,
author of This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs.
the Climate. Many of today’s socialists reject revolution and put forward a “democratic socialism” that is
really a wish to democratize capitalism. Klein writes
with an ambiguity that appears to oppose capitalism
but in reality opposes neoliberalism, as if that had
been a contingent political choice, and accepts the
fundamental relationships of capitalism.
In criticizing “Losing Earth” for not mentioning the role of neoliberalism, Klein touts “countries
with a strong democratic socialist tradition—like
Denmark, Sweden, and Uruguay” and “movementgrounded political candidates who are advancing
a democratic eco-socialist vision, connecting the
dots between the economic depredations caused by
decades of neoliberal ascendency and the ravaged
state of our natural world. Partly inspired by Bernie
Sanders’s presidential run, candidates in a variety of
races—like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez…are rejecting
the neoliberal centrism of the establishment Democratic Party [and] also presenting a concrete alternative to the undemocratic extractivist socialists of
both the past and present….In the nick of time, a
new political path to safety is presenting itself.”*
Capitalism’s abject failure to confront climate
change makes urgent the sense that another world is
possible. A world where workers’ control of production halts the built-in destructive direction of capitalism—and overthrows its seemingly unbreakable
law of value—can in fact be built by transformative
movements from below. Now we see only the tip of
that transformative iceberg but its potential to erupt
is fermenting. Only that sense can merge with the
inevitable eruptions from below and set the stage
for a unity of philosophy and revolution that can set
afoot a whole new society with a new direction away
from self-destruction of humanity and toward total
liberation.
* Naomi Klein, “Capitalism Killed Our Climate Momentum, Not ‘Human Nature,’” The Intercept, Aug. 3.
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Nicaraguans rise up against Ortega
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YOUTH IN ACTION
by Buddy Bell

San Francisco—On Aug. 11 about 100 Nicaraguans called attention to their country’s unfolding
tragedy. The many small flags placed in front of
the rally stood for the protesters killed by the Daniel
Ortega government. Below we print what one demonstrator told News & Letters, as recorded by Urszula
Wislanka.
Anastasio Somoza was the president of Nicaragua. He was a dictator. He passed the government
to his son. People were upset over many issues: people who wanted freedom and democracy were being
killed. Those in power enriched themselves.

FREEDOM’S NEED CREATES REVOLUTION

It created the necessity for revolution. In 1979
the revolutionaries, the Sandinistas, stood for people’s rights. Many youth were happy to be on the

Mexican youth strike!
continued from p. 1

“Several femicides have taken place at UNAM.
The institution has surveillance camera recordings,
but they don’t share them because it will damage
UNAM’s public image. Femicide is one of the biggest
problems in Mexico today.”
—Female student**
That Sept. 3 demonstration was attacked again
by porros, leaving at least six students injured, two
of them in a critical condition. The attack occurred
inside the UNAM central campus. Again, campus security personnel didn’t do anything about it. Immediately, dozens of faculty members from UNAM and
other universities went on 48- and 72-hour strikes.
On Sept. 5, a march with tens of thousands of
students and other social groups flooded the UNAM
campus to demand an end to porrismo, which has
been a long-time practice used by the authorities to
stop students’ movements.
One of the questions that some students
are posing now is how to go beyond these particular demands, to a real democratization of
education and, in the end, to its total reorganization. These are the questions that have yet
to be developed, both practically and theoretically:
“It’s not just that some directors quit, because
new directors will be imposed. We have to get organized with other schools, so that the students actually
become the ones who decide about education.”
—Woman student*
“Being gathered here is important because it
means that we care for our own identity as students.
To support demonstrations, that’s fine. But we are
actually putting all the blame onto the authorities. If
we get organized we can achieve great things.”
—Male student*

street fighting for rights. We wanted freedom, to
walk without fear. No one wanted a dictator. When
the revolution won, all communities were happy. It
was amazing!
I was very young, but I participated in the militias. We went to rural places teaching people to read.
It brought together people from the city and the rest
of the country.
The revolution was for poor people, now it is
only for rich people. The former communists are the
new people with money. Ortega created a new elite.
Ortega empowers the police; the army belongs to him, the newspapers belong to him,
most industrial development belongs to him.
The youth now say, no more! Students again
are taking to the streets. They don’t have guns.
They are “fighting” with the Nicaraguan flag.
People do try to help the students, they feed
them, give them water and medicine after clashes
with police since hospitals are closed to those who
may have been wounded during demonstrations. I
know of one 15-year-old who was shot and could have
survived, but he was left to bleed out on the street.
Today we cry because a student we know was
assassinated. Tomorrow we cry because other children have been killed. This is about our humanity.
How can I go to my bed having done nothing? I don’t
see much difference if someone is kicking you or
someone is kicking me. We would both be in pain.

THE PROTESTS KEEP SPREADING

Anti-government protests are spreading all over
the country. People cannot celebrate the memory of
a famous mobilization from Managua to Masaya.
Masaya is a place of resistance, it opposed Somoza. But people of Masaya now feel betrayed by the
revolution. They are standing up. Masaya is mostly indigenous and has gotten no support from the
government, no schools, no hospitals, nothing. It is
the same with the Black population. You don’t hear
much about them, but they are suffering.
I am part of Asociación de Mujeres Nicaragüenses (Association of Nicaraguan Women).
We are resisting with everything. An organization in Nicaragua is called Mothers of April 19.
April 19 was when the first of the protesting
students were killed. It was a shock. When we
ousted Somoza we never would have thought
that the revolution would kill people! We now
say “Ortega, Somoza, es la misma cosa” (Ortega, Somoza, it’s the same thing.)
Even though the government has the police and
the army, they are creating paramilitaries: people
who cover their faces and terrorize protesters. They
are calling them “volunteers.” But where do those
“volunteers” get weapons? Why do they shoot people?
Our weapon is communication. We have recorders, videos and pictures. We don’t need another
50,000 people killed to establish a new government.

Students and adults protest S. Korean airport

Jeju-Do, South Korea—On the cusp of July and
August, nearly 200 students and 150 adults participated in a three-day march in opposition to the
construction of a second airport on Jeju-Do, South
Korea. The government’s plans include leveling two
small mountains on the eastern side of the island
and the likely relocation of an elementary school. If
built, the airport will increase an implanted trend
of hyper-tourism, which puts heavy stress on local
groundwater resources and displaces farmers.

FIGHT AGAINST U.S. NAVAL BASE

Jeju activists fought an 11-year struggle against
the construction of a new naval base that the Seoul
government claimed was to become a civilian dock,
so they believe the new airport will also have a military character despite official denials.
The activists invited members of the community
and students from primary and secondary schools in
Seogwipo, Pyoseon, and Seongsan to walk 20 kilometers a day in summer heat, starting from the new
naval base in Gangjeong and heading for the airport
site in Seongsan. A hearty logistical team worked to
serve hundreds of breakfasts, lunches, and dinners.
At night, marchers went home or slept in school
gymnasiums after evening events, including choreographed dances to popular music.

When the march concluded, many active
community members remained at a Seongsan
gymnasium for a two-day conference on Jeju’s current challenges. A nuclear submarine
from the U.S. recently docked at Gangjeong,
endangering villagers—and the sea life on
which many of them depend—with radiation.
What’s more, that ship is likely not the last,
as the Moon government plans to host a naval parade off the coast of Jeju from Oct 1014, with 70 countries participating.
Conferees heard from a Yemeni woman who
did not reveal her identity because the acceptance
of 500 Yemeni refugees in Jeju (not mainland Korea) by the government in Seoul has caused stereotype and nativism to pervade the island.
“I think it’s very difficult for me to prove this
for all people: please accept me, I’m not a terrorist, I’m a good person. You hear from media I’m a
bad person, but I’m good. This is difficult, to ask
anyone to prove to be human. I’m a human. I can’t
prove it in my speech.”
Earlier this year, Jeju activists opened a peace
center specifically to bring Korean and Yemeni
people together, to converse and learn from one
another.
—Buddy Bell

On the night of Aug. 20, University of North
Carolina students and workers finally tore to the
ground a statue of a generic Confederate soldier that
had stood at the front entrance to the campus since
1913. Students had painted the statue red immediately after the assassination of Martin Luther King
in 1968. In April 2018, graduate student Maya Little
spilled her own blood on it. Little called the statue
“a literal noose hanging on our campus, a memorial
to violence towards Black people, to the people who
enslaved my ancestors and sold their children. By
pouring my blood and red ink on the statue, I hoped
to contextualize it.”
***
A pro-asylum student in Gothenburg, Sweden,
21-year-old Elin Errson, bought a ticket to Turkey
on a flight on which a young refugee from Afghanistan would be deported on the following day. In reality, she boarded another deportation flight for a
different Afghan man. As the flight was about to
depart the gate, Errson began a live-stream recording, where she announced her intention to remain
standing until the man was taken off the plane.
Errson said to one angry passenger: “What is more
important, a life, or your time?…I want him to get off
the plane because he is not safe in Afghanistan. I’m
trying to change my country’s rules. It is not right to
send people to hell.” After a standoff, airline personnel relented, to a round of passenger applause, as
they led the man back to the terminal.
***
When tens of thousands of young Iraqi men returned to Basra after risking their lives in the war
against ISIS, they faced problems: unemployment,
electricity shortages, lack of clean water. By July 13
youth demonstrations seized the Umm Qasr port,
blocking imports for three days. The protests continued through August, as over 17,000 people were
hospitalized due to water poisoning. When a protest neared the Basra oil-fields on Sept. 1, police
opened fire. In response, protests swelled to choke
the Baghdad-Basra highway. Umm Qasr was seized
again from Sept. 6-8. On Sept. 7, women held their
own demonstration, chanting, “this is a promise: Basra will never shut up!” Their words were prophetic.
By Sept. 10, outraged citizens had burned down most
Iraqi government buildings and the Iranian embassy.

Voting broke in Mich.

Voting in Michigan is flawed: from unequal
funding for candidates, incomprehensible language
in ballot proposals and suspicious vote-counting, to
barriers to accessibility. Below are just a few voters’
experiences, beginning with the 2016 election.
® “The National Federation of the Blind of
Michigan tried to work with the State Board of Elections to develop and use accessible voting machines.
The machine my precinct uses has a different size
ballot from the regular voting machines. As the only
blind voter in my precinct, my ballot is not secret,
especially because the voting official couldn’t turn
off the display screen. The poor woman struggled—
unsuccessfully—to cover it with a piece of paper.”
® “The voting official at my precinct told me I
could not help my mother in the voting booth, so she
did not vote. I found out later that they were wrong.”
® “I worked the polls in 2016. One young voting
official kept telling voters to choose Hillary, and the
supervisor did not correct him. He also took a twohour lunch break, which deprived me of mine, again
without reprimand. Another official refused to let a
woman vote, insisting that the records showed her as
dead. (After 45 minutes on hold, I finally telephoned
headquarters, which cleared up the mistake.)”
® “As we were finally dismissed for the day, it
was announced on the radio that Michigan had gone
for Trump. I know that at the very least the five precincts at my location had not yet been counted.”
® “How could Betty Jean Alexander have won
the August primary for District 10 Michigan state
representative? No one in Detroit (half of her territory) knew of her, had seen her campaign or received a single piece of literature. Her opponent was
incumbent Senator David Knezek, a young progressive Iraq war veteran who stood up for us in the
legislature and came out to our (Black) community
frequently, not just at election time.”
All these events may not be officially defined as
voter suppression, but the whole system is so rotten
that voter disenfranchisement is widespread. This
in turn discourages voter participation and resistance, especially among the youngest voters. Elections don’t create social revolution, but their erosion
can certainly lead to an increasingly authoritarian
society.
—Marxist-Humanists and friends

Readers: We want to hear
from you! Write or email! See
contact information, p. 9.
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WORLD IN VIEW

Israel’s reactionary nation-state law

It is no accident that the law was passed after
President Donald Trump moved the U.S. embassy
to Jerusalem, and as the U.S. moves to undermine
Overnight on July 18-19 the Israeli Knesset
Palestinian self-determination. It is also no accident
passed, by a vote of 62-55, a new “Basic Law on
that as the law was being passed Prime Minister
Israel as the Nation State of the Jewish People.” It
Netanyahu met with anti-Semitic Hungarian Prime
created outrage among Arab and Druze citizens who
Minister
Viktor
see it as writing their secondAyman Odeh
Orban, proponent of
class citizenship into law. It
“Christian Europe.”
encourages the growth of ilThis is not
legal settlements on the West
a measure that
Bank and the continued disgrows out of Jewpossession of Palestinians.
ish history. RathThe Right proposed
er, it is one more
this law in August, 2011,
aspect of the culat the time of the Arab
tivation of reacSpring-inspired occupationary
religion
tion of Rothschild Bouby state powers, as
levard in Tel Aviv. Thouin today’s Catholic
sands gathered, as in
Poland and HunOccupy Wall Street, to
challenge
the
govern- Part of July 30 protest by thousands of Jews and Arabs in Tel Aviv gary; in Erdogan’s
ment’s economic policies. against the nation-state law, including a lesson in the Arabic language. Turkey, in Iran, in
Saudi Arabia; in
They began to raise furModi’s Hindutva India; and in Putin’s Orthother issues of social justice, even beginning—
dox Russia.
just beginning—to reach out to Palestinians,
which terrified the power structure.
WEAPONIZING OF RELIGION
The law aims to redefine the State along ever
We see Trump appoint himself the guardian of
more reactionary lines. Benjamin Netanyahu’s govJerusalem, and cultivate the Saudi monarchy. We
ernment has trafficked in reaction with or without
see Putin pull the strings of the Russian Orthodox
legal cover, with its attacks on the Left, immigrants,
Church, as his bought “scholars” in Ichkeria redeand Palestinians.
fine Islam for his use. We see the Catholic Right at-

by Gerry Emmett

A WORLDWIDE CRISIS

The passage of the law was met with cries of
“Apartheid!” by Arab List Knesset members like
Ayman Odeh. This is a reality. But it is also too simple. The truth is that we are seeing one aspect of a
very new worldwide form of reaction.

tempt to reassert control of the Vatican.
The potential for social disaster in this weaponizing of religion is apocalyptic. We have seen the horrors of ISIS already. Yet the closest that outfit ever
got to controlling a symbolic religious center was its
brief occupation of Dabiq.

Europe in crisis: Swedish neo-Nazis rise

Europe is at a dangerous crossroads with the
rise of Far Right parties rooted in racism and hatred of immigrants. They are becoming mainstream
and, in many cases, gaining state power. In Sweden’s
Sept. 9 elections to the Riksdag (national legislature), the Sweden Democrats, a party rooted in neoNazism, received 17.6% of the vote.
The ruling Social Democrats, by contrast, received their lowest vote totals in over a century:
28.4%. No party or coalition received a majority,
with Left and Right coalitions each holding about
40% of seats. Both have refused to work with the
Sweden Democrats, yet both have adopted some of
their anti-immigrant rhetoric.

EUROPEAN PATTERN REPEATS

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2018

How long will it be until the Right is tempted to
ally with the Sweden Democrats? Other Far Right
parties have established a pattern of entering government, including in Norway (Progress Party),
Denmark (Danish People’s Party), Finland (Finns
Party), and Austria (Freedom Party).
Nor is such toxicity limited to the Right. As
one supporter said of the Sweden Democrats,
“They take their policies on immigration from
the right and their policies on defending the
welfare state from the left.”
Accordingly, it is most important to look at the
turmoil in German politics. Anti-immigrant hatred,
as seen in the Chemnitz riots in August with neoNazi symbols and violence, has fed the growth of Alternative for Germany (AfD) and Pegida. AfD is now

Germany’s third largest party.
Unfortunately the Right’s success has also
inspired the creation of a Left populism that
adopts anti-immigrant positions, as represented by Die Linke figure Sahra Wagenknecht.
She couples anti-immigrant and “law and order” sentiment in statements like: “In addition
to the uncontrolled border opening, there’s a
police force that has been downsized to the
point of inefficiency.”
This draws praise from AfD leaders, as well as
from those sections of the Left that supported the
Bosnian genocide.

‘WELFARE CHAUVINISM’

The notion of “welfare chauvinism” would restrict social benefits to those who “belong,” and deny
them to the “others.” This includes not only immigrants but the unemployed, academics, prisoners,
and oppressed minority groups.
The term was coined to describe the policies of Far Right parties in Norway and Denmark that had taken over and twisted ideas of
the Left. It is a formula helping to mainstream
fascism, and to corrupt the Left, in much of
Europe today.
The late Swedish author Stieg Larsson wrote:
“To achieve political success, the Sweden Democrats
need to acquire support from voters who were dissatisfied with the political establishment, but did not
consider themselves to be Nazis or ‘nationalists.’” As
Larsson knew, sunlight is the best disinfectant.

State-sponsored religious bigotry aims at merciless conflict. It moves the tripwire for war from
territorial boundaries to the depths of human consciousness. In Gaza, in particular, the Israeli state
has treated the lives of Palestinians as worthless—
witness the mass murders during the recent March
of Return, the brutal bombing of civilian areas, and
the inhuman occupation.
With Iran’s genocidal occupation of Syria, the
threat of war with Israel—which also occupies Syrian territory—is a real possibility. Israel has bombed
Iranian forces many times, and Iran has launched
a few missiles in return. It is correct to call out the
apartheid-like aspect of the Nation State Law, but
equally important not to miss what is new.

Brazil museum burns

On Sept. 2, Brazil’s National Museum in Rio de
Janeiro was devastated by fire, leaving only the shell
of its building and perhaps millions of destroyed artifacts. It represents the loss of 200 years of scientific research.
The National Museum was in disrepair
and subject to drastic budget cuts. There was
an 85% drop in funding between 2013 and 2018.
While all regional museums have seen funds
reduced, the National Museum’s cuts were disproportional.
Part of this had to do with its location in the
more working class North Zone, as opposed to the
South Zone of Rio with its glitzy tourist beaches.

‘A DEADLY BLOW TO CULTURE’

Dr. Leonardo Custodio, researcher and activist,
said: “The museum was located in Sao Cristovao in
the north of the city. Most people there are low income workers. I’d dare to say that the National Museum was the most accessible to Black and brown
low-income families. I never saw so many people like
me in any other museum.
“It felt comfortable to be at the museum, despite
the uncomfortable heat of some rooms. Beyond the
horrible historical loss, the fire is another deadly
blow to cultural life in the North Zone.”

U.S. prisoners strike

Prisoners in at least 17 U.S. states, and one Canadian prison, took part in a nationwide strike beginning Aug. 21 (the date of George Jackson’s 1971
murder) and officially ending on Sept. 9 (the anniversary of the Attica prison uprising).
Participants utilized work stoppages, hunger
strikes, boycotts, and other acts of resistance.
Initiated by Jailhouse Lawyers Speak, the
strike presented a list of 10 demands beginning with “policies that recognize the humanity of imprisoned men and women”; an “end to
prison slavery” and a just wage for labor; and
ending with a demand that “voting rights...
must be counted.”
The Sentencing Project estimates that 6.1 million people are currently disenfranchised. By sheer
numbers this would make up the third largest political party in the U.S. In this context, the demand for
voting rights is revolutionary.
The joining of humanism and labor marks this
strike as both a practical and theoretical challenge
to capitalist oppression. As the organizers said: “It
has been a huge success of the 2018 prison strike
that the 10 points have been pushed into the national and international consciousness.”

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES

Who We Are And What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees is an
organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has
always stood for the abolition of capitalism,
both in its private property form as in the
U.S., and in its state property form calling
itself Communist, which appeared as the
Russian Revolution was transformed into
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated
the next stage of development—the age of
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of
new human relations, what Marx called a
new Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in 1955,
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes
against automation and the Montgomery
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities
which signaled a new movement from practice that was itself a form of theory. News
& Letters was created so that the voices of
revolt could be heard unseparated from the
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987),
founder of the body of ideas of MarxistHumanism, was Chairwoman of News and
Letters Committees from its founding to
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983.

The articulation of the relationship between the movement from practice which
is itself a form of theory and the movement
from theory to philosophy is reflected in
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today (1958), established the American
roots of Marxism while presenting a comprehensive attack on present-day Communism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It
re-established Marxism in its original form
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or Humanism,” while pointing to the new Humanist
philosophy expressed by the working class.
It presented history and theory as emanating from the movement from practice.
Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the integrality of philosophy and
revolution as the characteristic of the age
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As
against the vanguard party, the integration of
dialectics and organization reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age and the passion
for a philosophy of liberation.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a continent of thought and of revolution in his youth to the “new moments”
of his last decade. Written for our time of
revolutions in developing countries, the
rise of the international women’s liberation
movement, and global economic crisis, it
reveals the absolute challenge to make real
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the
determinant for the relationship of theory
and practice and as ground for organization.
These works spell out the philosophic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American
scene and shows the two-way freedom road
between the U.S. and Africa.
In 1989 News and Letters Committees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of
Marxist-Humanism.
This body of ideas challenges all those
desiring freedom to transcend the limitations of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes

imperative not only to reject what is, but
to further work out the revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the present. The
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as MarxistHumanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World
Development, deposited at Wayne State University in Detroit and available to all.
We aim to continue to develop
Marxist-Humanism and make it available
to all who struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a
committee form of organization rather than
any elitist party “to lead.”
We participate in all class and freedom
struggles, nationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states:
“It is our aim…to promote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and other
minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals who have broken with the ruling
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We
do not separate mass activities from the activity of thinking.
Send for a free copy of the Constitution
of News and Letters Committees or see it
on our website: www.newsandletters.org.

