NEWS LETTERS
&

“Human power is its own end”—Karl Marx

Is nuclear war on
the horizon?

The retreat from even modest efforts to control
nuclear weapons has brought humanity closer than
ever to annihilation. President Donald Trump’s suspension of the 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty (INF) with Vladimir Putin’s Russia
gins up an already accelerating new arms race.
Putin countered by
touting Russia’s new
doomsday weapons—an
“invincible”
hypersonic
missile that goes five times the speed of sound, as
well as a 100-megaton bomb, delivered by an underwater torpedo, against which there are no defenses
and which would make U.S. coastal areas unlivable
for decades. The U.S. is now deploying lower yield
“operational nuclear weapons” on Trident missiles.
The new deputy national security advisor, Charles
Kupperman, has advanced the idea of a winnable
nuclear war.

EDITORIAL

MADNESS OF ‘WINNABLE NUCLEAR WAR’

The madness of this moment’s unpredictable
world of deep economic crises, impending environmental catastrophe and multiple nuclear threats
is unpredictable and dangerous. U.S. war planners
were eager to remove any constraint on their capacities against China, which has never signed the INF.
In the present global economic crisis, nuclear war
capacity is the ultimate currency.
Today’s collapse in the rate of accumulation of capital has economists and historians
noting the parallel with the rise of nationalism
in the 1930s, when trade wars became a prelude to shooting wars capped off by the atom
bomb, used twice by the U.S. against Japan.
War plans reveal the insane underlying order
in President Trump’s disorderly trade wars
continued on p. 11

Fighting gun violence

When a student shooter with an assault rifle
opened fire at Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High
School on Valentine’s Day 2018, the incident could
have become only the latest mass school shooting
to capture national attention and inspire a great
amount of talk but little change. But new passions
and forces alive in the U.S. ensured that the toll of
this shooting would not fade into the political ether.
Students at Douglas resolved to organize marches to press for tougher gun regulations, and the idea
spread around the country. As Peyton Dauley,
who organized a walkout
at his high school in Massachusetts, said on WBUR: “There’s just this cycle
whenever there’s a school shooting and no one really gets anything done. It’s time for students to take
charge and say, ‘This is what I want.’”

EDITORIAL

BLACK & WHITE YOUTH PLAN TOGETHER

Black youth in some of the same states and cities had been marching for years against daily gun
violence in their communities and against gun slayings perpetrated by police with impunity. One of the
most monumental events leading up to the March
for Our Lives occurred when Black Chicago youth
and Parkland students met for face-to-face conversations over pizza. Each was dedicated to making sure
youth living in the nation’s inner cities would be participants and leaders in this surging movement. On
March 16, 2018, 15 high schools in Broward County,
Fla., held walkouts. Black and Brown students were
the majority in the streets.
Nationwide protests the following week dramatically revealed how the students’ outrage resonated.
continued on p. 8
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Women bearing the brunt of
reaction lead the resistance

$1

Often the attack from neo-fascists is in the form
of forcing women to have more children. Poland,
In a year marked by the contradiction between
under the Law and Justice Party, created a video
deepening women’s revolt and activism and neourging women to “breed like rabbits.” In March
fascism rising across the globe, women participating
2016 thousands of women marched in the largest
in the Women’s Marches on Jan. 19 refused to let
demonstration in Polish history to stop a draconian
the anti-Semitism of some of the leaders stop their
abortion bill so harsh that
militant movement for a beteven miscarriages would
ter world. (See “Anti-Semitism
be investigated.
mars Women’s March,” Jan.Party leader JaFeb. 2019, N&L.) Millions of
roslaw
Kaczynski’s
women around the world—from
October 2016 stateCanada to Lagos and from Germent reveals his famany to Zambia—marched.
natical position: “We
There were over 80 marches
will strive to ensure
in over 30 countries. In the
that even pregnancies
U.S. thousands marched in
which are very diffiSan Francisco, Chicago, Washcult, when a child is
ington, D.C., and hundreds in
sure to die, is severely
Louisville, Ky., Lincoln, Neb.,
deformed, end with the
Charlotte, N.C., Maui, Hi.—in
mother giving birth so
cities across the entire U.S.
the child can be bapNEO-FASCISTS
TARGET
tized, buried, and have
WOMEN
a name.”3 Polish womWomen know that the
en have been marching
world is becoming more danin the thousands, once
gerous for us as the first target
again, against a new
of neo-fascists is often women.
bill that would outlaw
Jair Bolsonaro, the president
abortions if a fetus is
of Brazil, is a reproductive fasmalformed or doomed
cist. He has destroyed Brazil’s
to die at birth or soon
department of human rights,
after.
as did Turkey’s leader Recep Some of the 100,000 who marched in Chicago on Oct. 13,
Kaczynski and other
2018, for women’s rights and future.
Tayyip Erdoğan, putting in its
authoritarian leaders are
place a department for “famtrying to coerce women
ily values” headed by an anti-abortion fanatic who
into having children to keep their cultures “pure.”
vowed to fight against “gender ideology” and claims
Japan’s Deputy Prime Minister Taro Aso opined
“the Dutch are taught to masturbate from the age
that the elderly are not causing economic problems,
of seven months.”1 His education minister wants to
“Rather, those who aren’t giving birth to children
destroy comprehensive sex education and narrowly
are the problem.” High-ranking leaders in the Liberdefine what is masculine and feminine.
al Democratic party declared that childless couples
In the Philippines, where divorce and
are “selfish,” and that women should have “at least
abortion are outlawed and it is legal to marry
three children” so as not to be a burden on the state.
12-year-old girls, President Rodrigo Duterte’s
Hungary’s neo-fascist prime minister, Viktor
blatant sexism has downplayed sexual abuse
Orban, flaunts his racism. He is eliminating taxes
and rape, not to mention murder. Like “grabfor mothers with four or more children, reducing
them-by-the-pussy” Trump, “shoot-you-in-themortgage payments, etc., to attack immigration:
vagina” Duterte likes to threaten women. He
“We do not need numbers, but Hungarian children.”
has even jailed women human rights advoReporter Afua Hirsch makes the point that “assiscates. He joked that soldiers in Marawi, an
tance for those in poverty [which] is conditional on
area Duterte put under martial law, are “perobedient reproduction is verging on the dystopian.”4
mitted to rape ‘up to three women’…and that
How close are these rulers to Nicolae Ceausescu,
he would claim responsibility for it.” It was no
who, in the 1960s, banned all abortions and birth
surprise then that women “who sought shelter
continued on p. 10
during the conflict [in Marawi] were threatWomen,” by Lyz Tab, Asia Dialogue, July 9, 2018.
ened by soldiers with rape.”2

by Terry Moon

1. “Nationalist Strongmen Are Bent on Controlling
Women’s Bodies,” by Afua Hirsch, The Guardian, Feb. 13,
2019.
2. “Rodrigo Duterte’s Sexism and Its Impact on Filipino

3. “Poland Is Trying to Make Abortion Dangerous, Illegal,
and Impossible,” “Poland’s New Populism” by Dariusz
Kalan, Foreign Policy, Jan. 8, 2019.
4. “Nationalist Strongmen Are Bent on Controlling
Women’s Bodies.”

Genocide happening now in Idlib

Idlib province, Syria—Only a year after Russia,
Iran, and Turkey negotiated the Sochi agreement to
end the bombing and fighting in Syria, the attacks
here in Idlib have not stopped. The Bashar al-Assad
regime and its allies are still bombing the cities and
villages on a daily basis, and every day more people
are killed.
The Assad regime targets southern and
western Idlib and northern Hama using different types of missiles, including cluster missiles
and artillery, and these attacks have caused
more than 300 martyrs. Most are civilians, children and women, and even a pregnant mother
with baby in womb (in Khan Shaykoun).
More than 2,000 people have been forced to leave
their homes and move to safer places in the camps
in northern Syria next to the Turkish border, where
they suffer from the cold weather and rains. (See
also “Prisoners of Rukban,” p. 12.) To make matters
worse, the car bombings continue in different parts
of Idlib, especially in northern Idlib, and these too
have led to many deaths.
Turkey set up 14 checkpoints, as per the Sochi
agreement, but these points are not able to stop the

targeting and shelling by the Assad regime and Russia. Turkish officers have promised the people of
Idlib that they would make efforts to stop the bombing, but nothing yet has happened. As a result, a lot
of people have lost trust in them.

THE SITUATION IS DESPERATE

On the other side, Russia also set up checkpoints, but aside from these it hasn’t attempted to
move ground forces into the area. The regime and
Russia continue to bring up more reinforcements to
the area.
Over the course of eight years of war, many
hospitals have been destroyed by Assad’s attacks. There is a lack of many medicines, which
has led to critical problems for many desperate people. Conditions are further aggravated,
with further loss of life, because over the last
two months most non-governmental organizations have stopped providing support and
medical care; some hospitals have been closed
as a result.
There is also a dire crisis affecting the education of our youth as a result of the interruption of
continued on p. 9
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AS REASON
by Terry Moon

Church abuses nuns

A great deal is being made about the fact that
the Pope—only in answer to a reporter’s question—
said, “It’s true, there are priests and bishops who
have done that.” “That” is sexually abusing nuns,
forcing them to have abortions—sometimes more
than one—and throwing them out of their convents
if they have a child which the father, who’s sworn to
celibacy, most often refuses to acknowledge.

CENTURIES OLD ABUSE! WHAT NOW?

The shocker isn’t that priests and bishops rape
and abuse women—that’s been known for centuries.
The shocker is the Pope admitted it. But then he had
to, because women were speaking out. Nuns and other women have always been speaking out; but now,
thanks to the Church child abuse scandal and the
#MeToo movement, they are finally being heard.
Pope Francis began by telling the truth.
But then he didn’t: “Should something more
be done?” he continued, “Yes. Do we have the
will? Yes. But it’s a path we’ve been on for some
time.” No! It’s a path the Church has not trod
on for centuries, a path they have avoided and
hidden by shaming, threatening, and terrifying those whose entire lives they control: finances, housing and healthcare.
If the “will” is there, why hasn’t the abuse of
women been taken up along with the abuse of children? It’s because sexism is built into the very innards of the Church. Children are perceived as “innocent”; women are not. As Karlijn Demasure, a
leading expert on sexual abuse done by clergy, put
it: The clergy “can always say ‘she wanted it.’ It is
also difficult to get rid of the opinion that it is always the woman who seduces the man, and not vice
versa.”1 In other words, women, including nuns, are
sluts. “She asked for it.” One recent example in India
shows the barriers to nuns seeking justice.
The unnamed nun accused Bishop Mulakkal of
raping her multiple times for two years beginning
in early May 2014. She told church authorities in
January 2017—she informed not just one but over
ten, including bishops, a cardinal and Vatican representatives. Their response was to order her not to
1.

“After decades of silence, nuns talk about abuse by
priests,” by Nicole Winfield and Rodney Muhumuza,
AP News, July 26, 2018.

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

South Korea, the plastic surgery capital of the
world where a third of young women go under the
knife, is among the ten biggest beauty product markets. Women are spontaneously resisting intense
social pressure to be “pretty” with the Escape the
Corset movement, rejecting makeup, high heels,
feminine clothes, and hair styling. Many are destroying makeup and cropping their hair on social media,
with former beauty YouTuber Lina Bae regretting
her negative influence on teen girls. They urge women worldwide to reject the industry that consumes
time, money, health, and confidence. Women university students have begun wearing pants to graduation, one stating, “Getting dolled up is not a power.
The lack of need to get dolled up is a power.”
* * *
Last August, 15-year-old Greta Thunberg began boycotting school every Friday to picket in the
front of the Swedish Parliament, demanding it meet
obligations under the Paris climate accords. She
inspired teen girls in Sweden, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, and Australia to form largely female movements against climate change, regularly
boycotting class to march in demonstrations of tens
of thousands. One in Belgium drew over 100,000
demonstrators. Signs say, “No Planet B,” “I want you
to PANIC,” “Act Now,” and “Save Our Planet, Save
Our Future.” In the U.S., 17-year-old Jamie Margolin formed the group Zero Hour, composed mostly of
young women of color, to participate in a worldwide
demonstration planned for March 15. She states
women and other oppressed peoples will be the first
affected by climate change, and “we have to step up
and raise our voice.”
* * *
BethAnn McLaughlin, assistant professor of
neurology and pharmacology at Vanderbilt University, formed the nonprofit #MeTooSTEM to draw attention to the harassment of women in science by
prominent men. She has named harassers in public
speeches and asked National Academy of Science
members to resign until all harassers are removed
from its ranks. A social media campaign inspired by
a tweet she sent to Rate My Professor got the website to remove its “hotness” rating for women professors. She is threatened with loss of tenure, apparently revenge for her activism. Sharona E. Gordon,
professor of physiology and biophysics at the University of Washington, organized a petition signed
by thousands because, “If the most public face of
MeTooSTEM can be fired for her support of targets
of sexual harassment, none of us is safe.”

report the rapes to the police! On Jan. 28, 2018, she
even wrote to the pope’s representative in India at
the Vatican. He never responded.

NUNS TAKE MATTERS INTO OWN HANDS

Nothing happened until five nuns defied Church
rules, took matters into their own hands and traveled to the High Court in Kerala, India, and protested for an entire day in September 2018. Their protest
was genius. They created a huge poster of Michelangelo’s Pieta, but instead of holding the dead Jesus in
her lap, Mary cradled a dead nun.
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‘Incorrect Feminist’

A Politically Incorrect Feminist: Creating a
Movement with Bitches, Lunatics, Dykes, Prodigies,
Warriors, and Wonder Women (St. Martin’s Press,
Aug. 28, 2018), is the 18th book by Phyllis Chesler,
a radical feminist activist since the 1960s and longtime practicing psychotherapist and professor of psychology and women’s studies. Her first book, Women
and Madness, exposed the frequent sexual abuse of
women by therapists and abusive institutionalization of women by husbands and family members.
She continued revolutionizing the mental health industry and the legal system with books on child custody and surrogacy. This only touches on her many
accomplishments summarized in this memoir.

ONE HISTORY OF WOMEN’S LIBERATION

Only then did the Vatican move, stripping
Mulakkal of his duties. The police finally arrested him on Sept. 21. To quiet the bruhaha,
the Church blamed the nun, saying “If she
thought the church was not acting properly
she should have gone to the police sooner”!
When Mulakkal was released on bail, “He was
cheered and showered with flower petals” and
“his church posted a banner with his picture
and the words: ‘hearty welcome.’” Now the
Church is attacking the protesting nuns, ordering them to stop their continuing protests.2
The Church uses the same excuse for not stoping abuse of women as it did for children: “the decisions about priests accused of abuse are made by
bishops—not by the Vatican hierarchy.”3 Clearly, the
only thing that makes the Church move to end abuse
of women or children is a prolonged, well-publicized
outcry that threatens the Church’s very existence as
it did in Ireland and is now doing in the U.S.
Nuns have been actively fighting and gathering
facts about the rape of nuns by the clergy since the
early 1990s. See, for example, a multiyear 23-nation
survey on nun abuse. Now the world is beginning to
know the truth. Has it made a difference? Or—as
looks more likely given the recent do-nothing Summit on sexual abuse called by the Pope and held at
the Vatican—will the Church’s well-known virulent
institutionalized misogyny and protect-the-Churchat-all-cost—once again rule?
2. “Nun’s Rape Case Against Bishop Shakes a Catholic

Bastion in India,” by Maria Abi-Habibi and Suhasini
Raj, The New York Times, Feb. 8, 2019.
3. “Abuse Victims Ask Court to Prosecute the Vatican,” by
Laurie Goodstein, The New York Times, Sept. 14, 2011.

Detroit women rally

Detroit.—On Jan, 19 nearly 1,000 women defied
a major snowstorm to rally at the Charles H. Wright
Museum of African-American History. This “sister
march” was sponsored by Women’s March Michigan,
a separate organization from the National Women’s
March. The main speakers were women politicians,
but others broadened the rally to update everyone on
local grassroots organizing.
Newly elected Rashida Tlaib made it clear that
she continues her militancy: “I will continue to
speak truth to power. They call me Mother Bear; my
anger and passion did not get checked on the steps
of Congress.”
Siwatu Salama Ra (Free Siwatu), a Detroit
justice activist, thanked the Black and feminist organizations (like the March for Black
Women and her “freedom team”) who helped
her gain freedom after a neighborhood altercation resulted in her arrest and incarceration for 248 days. “I gave birth to my son under
unspeakable conditions,” she said, asking the
crowd to give support to incarcerated pregnant women. “Love wins. We believe in our
power,” she declared.
Monica Lewis Patrick, Water Warrior, electrified the crowd by linking the five-year-old Flint water crisis to water shut-offs in Detroit—a city which
refuses to offer a Water Affordability Plan—property loss due to high rates of foreclosure, Nestlé Corporation’s exorbitant profits from selling Michigan’s
groundwater, and widespread water pollution from
P-FAS chemicals.
When this march was planned, some wanted to
join the Lansing march. But those who felt that the
march should be accessible to women in the largest
Black city in Michigan prevailed. The power and energy at this rally showed that this newest form of
the Women’s Liberation Movement will not simply
be channeled into electoral politics.
—Susan Van Gelder

The book is also about the many feminist activists she has known. Chesler fears their influence on
history will be forgotten while their books go out of
print. She introduces the reader
to groundbreaking
books that provide
an
understanding of feminist issues and history.
She describes her
friendships with
their fascinating,
eccentric authors
with
delightful
and
sometimes
disturbing anecdotes.
Chesler
is
also concerned
that we learn
to discuss and
debate different
opinions on important issues instead of stalling the movement with politically correct apathy. At the same time, we need to know when to
put aside differences of opinion or personality
for solidarity in a struggle. We need to face the
problems of verbal aggression and of taking
personal offense over different opinions. Both
have caused women to leave the movement.
Feminists are amazed by the creativity, culture,
and sisterhood of the movement but disillusioned by
its sometimes petty, vicious infighting and betrayals.
Chesler says we can take comfort from the first wave
of the feminist movement having the same problems,
of which Susan B. Anthony said, “I see nothing but
the beginning of a petty espionage, a revival of the
Spanish Inquisition.”
Part of the issue is the shattering of our expectations of women to be “more compassionate and
less aggressive than men.” Like men, women are “as
close to the apes as to the angels.” Chesler uses her
knowledge of psychology and five months of captivity as a bride in Afghanistan to explain how patriarchy has trained women to keep each other down.
Furthermore, traumas such as incest and controlling, abusive relationships can cause psychological
breakdowns.
We can also take comfort from the fact that
men grapple with similar problems in organizations and movements. Chesler tells how
writers with new books face intense envy from
their peers. This happens in both male-dominated academia and the feminist movement.
Furthermore, men of genius and male artists
are almost expected to have mental health issues
and substance addictions. These are sometimes even
celebrated as a gift of divine madness or a connection to a greater reality. Their ideas and creations
stand on their own in spite of their creators’ sometimes difficult personalities. Women with these issues are often labeled as mindless incompetents.
Women tend to fear that any sort of bad
behavior by a feminist will discredit the movement. Looking at this bigger picture of world
cultures, feminist history, and human psychology and behavior can help us cope with our
fears by putting them into context.
Today’s activists still must fight similar patriarchal oppressions as our earlier counterparts.
Similar disagreements continue over similar issues
within the movement. The excitement of discovering
feminist ideas and the disappointment of personal
clashes continue to be played out online. Feminists
are already discussing the insights of this memoir,
which will be of great help in going forward.
—Adele

Do you have something to
say about feminism, the
fight for freedom? We have
a principle that people
in struggle speak for
themselves. Get in touch.
See how on page 8.
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Oakland, Chicago—teachers strike!

Ron Kelch for News & Letters

Oakland, California

board, and reacted with pure obstruction. All four
schools in their system remained officially open to
students, as CICS brought in strikebreakers from an
outside company. But students and parents joined
teachers on the picket lines, prompting CICS to order picketers off the public sidewalk and even call
police on them!

STUDENTS PICKET WITH TEACHERS

Oakland, Calif.—On Feb. 22 over 3,000 teachers went on strike against Oakland Unified School
District (OUSD), demanding better wages, smaller
class sizes, more nurses and counselors and a stop
to school closings. Many students and their families
showed up on the picket lines. One parent called it a
different kind of teaching moment for her young son.
Only a trickle of the 37,000 impacted students
showed up to watch PBS shows in school auditoriums, as hardly any substitute teachers crossed
the picket lines. Most students went to “solidarity
schools” in churches, libraries and recreation centers. Oakland’s revered Grand Lake Theater offered
one dollar movie tickets for students.

BLATANT NEGLECT OF EDUCATION

There is near universal community support for
the teachers. Just to pay the $2,330 rent on a one
bedroom apartment in Oakland now takes 60% of a
starting teacher’s salary. Teachers are in the middle
of a blatant neglect of public education. Only raising $350,000 in outside donations prevented the
planned elimination of half the sports programs in
Oakland’s schools.
Teachers are on the front lines between
parents, who are rightly concerned about
their children’s future, and administrators,
who keep defunding and closing schools and
eliminating resources. The stress level means
OUSD has one of the highest teacher turnover
rates, with over 24% of teaching positions now
vacant.
Oakland teacher Keith Brown, who is now president of the Oakland Education Association, says
that out of state billionaires like Michael Bloomberg
have injected their own agenda by pouring money in
and electing charter school promoters to the school
board.

CHARTERS DRAIN PUBLIC BUDGET

Over $57 million a year goes to charter schools,
while OUSD plans to close 24 out of 86 neighborhood schools. There’s not enough money to maintain
neighborhood schools, while public buildings are
leased very cheaply to charter schools.
Yet charter school teachers experience a
similar level of stress and lack of respect. Dr.
Emily Frank, a pediatrician who teaches at an
Oakland charter school, Life Academy, wrote
in support of striking teachers in light of the
shocking contrast between her working life as
a doctor and a teacher.
The main contrast is in the of lack of recognition
for the important work of teachers, who are uncompensated for long hours of time in student support
meetings, as well as answering morning and night
emails from parents and students.

‘ALMOST SCANDALOUS’

“Two overnight shifts at a San Francisco hospital,” she wrote, “will pay me the same as an entire month of my work as an Oakland public school
teacher” (“Doctors, teachers—similar roles but scandalously different pay,” San Francisco Chronicle,
Feb. 22).
Dr. Frank calls this an “almost scandalous misallocation of our societal resources.” Her conclusion
caught what this strike is about: “America, we must
wake up! ... A nation built to encourage every one of
its citizens to be the best they can become is worth
fighting for.”
—R.K.



Chicago teachers win strike against
charter school company CICS
Chicago—Striking teachers and paraprofessionals of the Chicago Teachers Union defeated charter
school company CICS on Feb. 18. After two weeks of
picketing in bitter winter conditions in temperatures
as low as six degrees, they gained a contract offer
largely following their own demands. The strike
against CICS followed by just two months Chicago
Teachers Union (CTU) members winning a contract
against Acero after six days of picketing, in the nation’s first charter school strike (see “Charter teachers win,” Jan.-Feb. 2019 N&L).
CICS had ignored the lessons of the Acero
strike, failed to see the handwriting on the chalk-

At an enthusiastic rally at CTU headquarters,
strikers from all four schools gave their reports from
the picket lines. A picket captain at Northtown acknowledged the students who picketed alongside
teachers each day.
The leader of the CICS council within
CTU told how the company had stalled for
four months negotiating union status for paraprofessionals. So when teachers struck, and
paraprofessionals did not yet have bargaining
rights, CICS told them to cross the picket line.
Instead, paraprofessionals voted for a recognition strike.
Strikers at the rally listed union demands beyond wage increases, including payment of deserved
retroactive pay, maternity leave, improvements in
healthcare, and guaranteeing counselors and social
workers. The company has been holding onto $36
million, but withholding that bounty from the classrooms.
The contract that CICS had to concede addresses all those demands. It provides for pay parity
with public school teachers by the end of the fouryear contract, and pay parity for paraprofessionals
Chicago Teachers Union

immediately. This undercuts the business model of
charter schools taking full state subsidies, but underpaying teachers.

JOB CONDITIONS AFFECT STUDENTS

Under the contract, teachers will have a shorter
work day by slicing non-classroom duties, and better pension and healthcare benefits. The contract
provides for reductions in class size and guarantees
teaching assistants for kids through second grade. It
pours at least $4 million back into classrooms.
Finally, the striking teachers at CICS schools,
like teachers at Acero, achieved what they had insisted on: sanctuary language to protect the school’s
immigrant students and families regardless of legal
status.
—Strike supporter

Teachers have been striking
and winning across the U.S.
—West Virginia, Colorado, Los
Angeles, Bay Area, Chicago.
Are you a teacher with a story
to tell? Contact us, see page
8. People involved in struggle
speak for themselves in
News & Letters.

Page 3
Letter from Mexico

Maquiladora workers
strike in Matamoros
by J.G.F. Héctor

On Jan. 25 more than 30,000 workers from 45
maquiladoras (foreign-owned factories on the border
exempt from certain duties) in the northern city of
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, began a strike demanding
a 20% salary increase and an annual bonus amounting to $1,700 USD.
At the beginning of the year, President López
Obrador had decreed doubling the minimum wage
from $4.60 to $9.20 per day in the northern zone of
Mexico, where there is a large concentration of maquiladoras that produce goods for export. It was part
of his progressive-populist political program to further encourage economic activity in the region.

BOSSES DEFY MINIMUM WAGE LAW

However, businesses refused to put the measure
into practice, arguing it was “impossible to afford.”
The workers from the 45 maquiladoras, in one of the
two major unions in the city, went on strike. They
did so without the approval of their union, which at
first sided with the owners. The workers’ resistance
forced the union to side with them.
Workers are demanding a yearly bonus equal
to the sum of the minimum wage increase, that is,
$4.60 multiplied by 365 = $1,700 USD, plus a 20%
increase for 2019. Inspired by these strikers, other
workers from different branches, some of them belonging to the other major union in the city, have
gone on strike too.
Little by little, the owners have had to accept the workers’ demands. As we go to press,
at least 70 out of the 110 maquiladoras in Matamoros, among other businesses, had done so.
While Obrador’s decree was the catalyst for the
uprising, it is not to him or his government that this
first workers’ success should be attributed. Indeed,
he did little to force the owners to raise the minimum wage. The success is due to the workers’ resistance together with the economic factors in play.
Since around the mid-1960s, many maquiladoras began operating in the north of Mexico. Cheap labor makes them extremely profitable in international markets. Several foreign
businesses are in Mexico because of that.
Even doubling the minimum wage does not stop
their considerable profits. Furthermore, as capital
has done historically, the increased wage will probably be met with automation and intensification of
labor, so that the rate of profit “returns to balance”
from capital’s perspective. Many workers will then
be unemployed. Businesses have already retaliated
by firing workers who took part in the strike.
While owners have accepted the wage increase
on paper, they have yet to put it in practice. In other
cases, they have simply asked the police to repress
the strikers. How will the workers respond to this?
There is still a lot to be fought.

STRIKING OVER UNION OBJECTIONS

While this new moment of workers’ revolt has
been focused on wages, it certainly contains the
seeds for future developments. We have seen the
workers going on strike despite the union’s initial
opposition. Will they keep going deeper to question
the very grounds of exploitation, that is, the capitalist mode of production itself? How could we assist
them practically and philosophically?
Can this new moment of workers’ revolt be one
of the cornerstones—together with the Native peoples’ resistance against extractivism, people from
the city rejecting urban development, teachers and
students demanding new forms of education, women
against gender violence, etc.—that put into jeopardy
the very core of López Obrador’s progressive administration and thus opens the door to a truly new society?

People of Taiwan wary of China’s reach

Airline pilots in Taiwan staged a week-long
strike against China Airlines and won their key demands: to have three pilots assigned on flights of
more than eight hours, and four pilots for flights longer than 12 hours, to combat the fatigue that puts
safety at risk for crew and passengers alike. The
company head agreed to sharply higher labor costs
in the name of safety because pilots made him.
On Feb. 28, aging survivors of the massacre of
tens of thousands on Feb. 28, 1947, at the hands of
Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang (Nationalist) Army
gathered to remember and to oppose any movement
toward unification with the China of Xi Jinping.
The harshness of the Nationalist occupation, under
martial law from 1949 until 1987, left many on Taiwan preferring the 50 years they had spent under
Japanese imperialism. Even now, Chiang Kai-shek’s
tomb has been repeatedly vandalized.
As an inducement to unification, Xi has dangled
something like the “one country, two systems” autonomy offered to Hong Kong after the British ended
their 150-year rule. But arrests stemming from Occupy Central mass demonstrations nearly five years

ago are still being made today and are one aspect
of gutting the remnants of autonomy in Hong Kong.
China’s pronouncements about seizing Taiwan by force of arms have been empty bluster.
First, the U.S. made Taiwan a key part of Cold
War containment. Then, for the last quarter century, Taiwan supplied much of the capital to create
the world’s sweatshop based on exploiting Chinese
workers. But under Xi’s Han-Chinese chauvinism
and expansionism, armed conflict can no longer be
ruled out entirely.
What had worried many of those survivors is the
escalating repression of people in areas on the fringe
of the Chinese Empire. That includes Tibet and Xinjiang, where, since 2009, Beijing first claimed Muslim terrorism as a pretext for bloody repression. By
now, with concentration camps and forced transfer
of Uyghurs from Xinjiang to Mongolia, it is the genocide of an ethnicity and religion.
Tools once tested against Uyghurs can oppress
all. The 23 million people blocked from buying plane
and train tickets for failing to show loyalty can testify to that.
—Bob McGuire
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Women’s liberation, experimentation
and revolution in permanence

man had. After the child was two years old, there
would be nurseries, so that the individual woman
was not responsible.
But two kinds of questions came up, that the
women themselves raised. One, the women began
questioning the fact that their children were so much
exposed to the ideology of the state, that they were
always under the control of the state. The second
question was that many women said, Yes, I would
like the child not to be home while I am working,
but I want to have my child at home at nights, or on
weekends, or whatever; I want that kind of love relationship. In any case, there were still many things
to straighten out—not excluding the fact that there
were incidents where the husband literally killed his
wife because she dared to live the new way!!—but
then Stalin destroyed Zhenotdel and didn’t permit
Katherine Davenport: Rosa Luxemburg wrote of
the experiment to go on at all.
the need for “dispelling the suffocating atmosphere of
In the Chinese experiment, it happened also
the present philistine family life.” This is still
that the young Chinese women felt, My God,
a problem today and could be summarized,
my child isn’t going to know me at all, and I’m
in my opinion, as heterosexism manifested in
not going to know it. Yet I’m the one that bore
the nuclear family. We’re still oppressed by
him, because I wanted him, or wanted her.
reactionary socio-political values that retard
So I don’t think there is a way we can
social evolution to a more equalitarian and
know the answers beforehand. We are so
intelligent way of relating to people and the
backward on the whole question that we
world in which we live.
will have to go through a lot of stages of acWhen I think in terms of a socialist state,
tual experimentation, with people having
I think in terms of a society where adults,
the right to choose. There is just no way of
whether they be women or men, would be free
giving the answers from above. That is why
to do what they do best, and their children
I emphasize that the expression “revolution
would be cared for by people who are profesin permanence” as Marx used it (Marx, and
sionally trained to raise children, so that the
not Trotsky’s “permanent revolution”) was
children would have genuinely equal oppornot just a political expression, the overthrow
tunities, regardless of their color or anything
of the old regime. That is only the first stage.
else. That to me would mean the dissolution
Now that you’ve gotten rid of what is, what
of the nuclear family.
are you going to do to create the new?
Raya Dunayevskaya: . . . On the question
Marx’s Critique of the Gotha Program is
of the family, Marx expressed himself very
the finest critique in the sense of seeing that
openly. At the beginning of his revolutionthe revolution in permanence has to continue
ary writings, in the 1840s, in the Communist Inessa Armand (left) and Aleksandra Kollontai (right) founded Zhenotdel, the women’s
after the overthrow. Yes, there’s the idea that
Manifesto, he called for the abolition of the department (1919-1930) after the Russian Revolution.
there’s a transition period, and the state will
family. That was that. He said that anyone
wither away—but in our age we know that
who thinks it isn’t connected with class sowe’ve seen an awful lot not of withering away but
erty and Communism, in which he discussed how
ciety, with monogamy, with property, is crazy. But
the state getting totally totalitarian. So the point is
pivotal is the Man/Woman relationship, and not
the point was that he didn’t want to create another
the recognition of what Marx meant by revolution in
only the class struggle. And I used that sentence to
universal as the “answer.” It would be just as stupermanence, that it has to continue afterwards, that
show
what
capitalism
had
done
with
the
splitting
of
pid to give the answer on the family as to think that
it encompasses the criticism that’s necessary, the
the atom. Why did it take them 40 years to split the
the nuclear family and Christianity is the way. We
self-criticism that’s necessary, and the fact that you
atom, after Einstein’s theory of relativity? Because
should he very, very open.
have to be very conscious that until we end the diviuntil
the
capitalists
saw
an
immediate
use
for
their
In the 1960s, many people tried new lifestyles
sion between mental and manual labor—and every
power, they weren’t going to develop it, and so the
and “free love.” When I was young, “free love” meant
single society has been characterized by that, and it
smashing of the atom became not the greatest prothat you lived without a marriage license, without
was even in primitive communism—we will not reductive force but the most horrible destructive force.
going to the priest or the state. You lived with your
ally have a new man, a new woman, a new child, a
That is going to be true all the time, if you separate
love, and if you didn’t love him anymore you left him
new society.
science from life and don’t do it for human beings to
or he left you. In the ’60s, “free love” meant living
So therefore you should know that the minute
be able to have all their talents develop.
a different lifestyle, but I don’t think all those new
you
win,
your problems aren’t ended. That’s exactly
So,
in
terms
of
new
family
forms,
it’s
not
a
queslifestyles in the ’60s were more revolutionary than
what our age is facing: that the depth of the uproottion of having a “scientific” answer. We can look at
we women who just limited it to not having to go to
ing is not really seen, when it’s considered just a
what has happened in revolutions. The question of
a priest for a license. There is no way of saying that
question of overthrowing the oppressor, not the crethe family is something the Russians did do a lot of
this is “the” revolutionary way.
ation of the new society. You must never forget that
experimenting with, after the Russian Revolution
Or take the question of gay liberation. Some
the revolution in permanence refers to you too, not
and before Stalin destroyed Zhenotdel, the Women’s
people try and say that because Marx didn’t raise
just to the enemy, and that it has to be continuous
Department. Their conception was that it was very
the question of gay that that means he was opposed.
after the day of the revolution and the conquest of
important to get the woman out of the kitchen, and
But it was another age that he lived in, and there
that she should have all the experiences that the
power, as much as the day before.
was no gay liberation movement. Gays were in the
Editor’s note: To mark International Women’s
Day/Women’s History Month as a time of revolutionary thought as well as activity, we present
“Excerpts from a Radio Interview: On the Family,
Love Relationships, and the New Society,” originally published as Chapter 21 of Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching
for the Future. The chapter, presented here in full,
was transcribed and excerpted from her interview
by Katherine Davenport, which aired on WBAI
radio in New York City on International Women’s
Day, March 8, 1984. It brings together women’s
liberation and revolution in permanence, further
illuminating the new book Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution in Permanence for Our Day: Selected
Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya.

closet. Marx certainly would have been for a great
writer like Oscar Wilde doing whatever he pleased
and not having all that trouble because he was gay.
But you can’t make your right to your own kind of
love-making as if that is the answer for everyone.
People want to have a conclusion on the question
of love—what is love, whether it’s physical, whether
it’s emotional, whether it’s total, and all that sort
of thing. But I don’t think it’s correct for us to try
and solve it for others. I think what we have to do
is to create the conditions for everyone to be able to
experiment with choices, in love, in the family—and
I don’t think we’ll really have those choices until we
get rid of capitalism.
Capitalism tries to use everything for its power.
That’s why Marx criticized science under capitalism
and said it was not neutral—“To have one basis for
life and another for science is a priori a lie.” He said
that phrase in the same essay, 1844, Private Prop-

On the 40th anniversary of the Iranian Revolution

Read Raya Dunayevskaya’s analyses of a world-shaking event that transformed the Middle East
As if Workers’ Councils, Neighborhood Committees, anjumani, many new forms of spontaneous organization, and
youth dominant in all, did not take on the apparition of a dual government, there came, with the celebration of International Women’s Day, a mass outpouring of women, bearing the banner, “We made the revolution for freedom, and got
unfreedom” which may very well have opened Chapter 2 of the Iranian Revolution.
—From “Iran: Unfoldment of, and Contradictions in, Revolution” in Crossroads of History: Marxist-Humanist Writings on the Middle East

It becomes clear that religion is no substitute for a philosophy of liberation. Quite the contrary; its mysticism
only shrouds the elemental forces and deviates from the masses
in motion and their quest for universality—freedom. That is why,
from the beginning, we warned against the underestimation of
Khomeini’s power and the price that the mullahs would exact for having
allowed the mosques to be used for meetings of the Left during the reign of the
Shah when it was illegal to meet elsewhere.
—From “The Struggle Continues: What Kind of Revolution Is Needed in
the Battle against the Khomeini-IRP Counter-Revolution?” in Crossroads
of History: Marxist-Humanist Writings on the Middle East
To order see page 7

International Women’s Day march in Tehran, Iran, March 8, 1979.
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What is socialism?

Socialism and a philosophy of revolution

This is the first of four essays on the topic:
What is Socialism. Future essays will take up
“Socialism labor and the Black dimension,”
“Socialism and Ecology,” and “Socialism
and women’s liberation.” The full version
of Emmett’s talk can be found online, here:
https://newsandletters.org/socialism-socialismphilosophy/

by Gerry Emmett

The world economic crisis that began in 2008
and continues today, and the contending currents of revolution and counter-revolution of the
last decade—from the Arab Spring and occupation
movements to the rise of fascism—have led many,
especially among the young, to reach out for an oppositional concept to capitalism’s impossible reality.
We see the growth of an organization like the
Democratic Socialists of America, with its internal contradictions and debates, including over how
to respond to the Syrian Revolution that has been
the test of world politics. Other historic trends, like
Maoism, are also returning to the scene.

A QUESTION INHERENT IN REALITY

This raises the question: What is socialism?
From Left to Right, this question is becoming central to political discussion. For me, it raises
another question, too:
What is philosophy?
This is where I will
begin, with the young
Karl Marx.
First, he is a
Hegelian—he is building on Hegel’s revolutionary dialectic of
Second
Negativity,
the negation of the negation, as self-determination. All of world
history, for Hegel, was
The young Karl Marx
a history of the progress and consciousness of freedom.
This is how Marx understands philosophy. He
sees philosophy in terms of something new that has
come into the world, the struggle of the working
class—as representative of humanity—to become
free.
What Hegel saw as the epochal change
brought about by the French Revolution,
Marx saw as being deepened by the struggle
of workers.
Embedded within Hegel’s Absolute is the social
individual, the human being experiencing history as
humanity’s own self-development. With this insight
the young Marx begins to grapple with the workingclass movement for freedom, socialism. This was the
foundational question in Marxism.
For Marx, socialism, or communism, or
humanism (words he used fairly interchangeably) was a matter of philosophic mediation.
When Marx singles out the proletariat as the
revolutionary subject in 1843, it is as “a sphere
which has a universal character by its universal suffering and claims no particular right
because no particular wrong but wrong generally is perpetrated against it…which…is the
complete loss of [humanity] and hence can win
itself only through the complete rewinning of
[humanity].” This includes new relations between people as well as between humanity and
nature.
The quoted passage appears in his critique of
Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (1843). Marx spells this
out, in his 1844 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts, as humanism, as the social individual that is
the new subject of an appropriated dialectic of freedom. It isn’t only the proletariat singled out as the
subject of “wrong generally” in 1844 but also woman—“the infinite degradation in which [humanity]
exists for [itself]… has its unambiguous, decisive,
plain and undisguised expression in the relation of
man to woman.” In singling out these new subjectivities we see Marx going beyond Hegel, concretely,
while building on Hegel’s revolution in philosophy.

ANTI-RACISM AND THE PROLETARIAT

The impact of the American Civil War will inspire Marx’s re-organization of volume 1 of Capital. As Hegel had already written in his Philosophy
of Right: “[A] slave has an absolute right to free
himself…I am entitled to the union of my potential
and my actual being.” Despite real contradiction in
Hegel, and his acceptance of certain racist “scientific” ideas of his time, the principle of self-determination penetrated beyond his empirical ignorance.
Anti-slavery, thus anti-racism, is fundamental to the concept of both the “proletariat” and Marx’s humanism. These relations of
philosophy, subjectivity, and objective reality

become central to Marx’s theory and practice,
right up to his late writings on non-industrial
societies and the role of women in history. His
own critique of socialism is spelled out in the
1875 Critique of the Gotha Program of German
socialism: it demands the end of the division
between mental and manual labor, and anything less than this will fall short of real selfdetermination. It stamps Marx’s life’s work as
a form of philosophic intervention in history.
Capital is structured very carefully. The “freely-associated labor” that strips away the commodity form is inextricable from the Absolute General
Law of accumulation of capital, as well as from the
“so-called ‘primitive accumulation’” of slavery and
genocide. This structure is a concrete development
of that “wrong generally,” that “infinite degradation”
of humanity, and its transcendence. That inextricability is a philosophic projection of humanism. It is
the absolute embodied in the social being.
This is socialism for Marx.

THE POST-MARX MARXIST CENTURY

The question arises again, very concretely, in the
early 20th century debates over the nature of imperialism, the collapse of the Socialist International in
World War I, and the dialectics of the Russian Revolution. The dialogue included names as prominent
as Vladimir Lenin, Rosa Luxemburg, Leon Trotsky,
Nikolai Bukharin, Karl Kautsky and Rudolf Hilferding and their varieties of socialism.
In the face of these issues, as well as anticolonial revolts in Ireland, China, India, the
Middle East and Central Asia, Lenin felt compelled to return to Hegel’s dialectic to work
out practical positions on imperialism and national liberation. He realized that “none of the
Marxists have understood Marx.” These questions of imperialism and national liberation
became central to anti-colonial freedom movements in Africa, Asia and Latin America. They
reach for philosophic expression in the work,
for example, of Frantz Fanon in the 1950s and
1960s.
To be brief: in the absence of a serious re-organization of thought, and with Lenin’s own philosophic
ambivalence leading him to keep his Philosophic
Notebooks to himself, the Bolsheviks in power failed
to negotiate the 1920s and the development of statecapitalism. Some even created a non-Marxist economic category of “primitive socialist accumulation
of capital,” which would have appalled Marx with
both its incoherence and its anti-humanism.
The door was opened for the world historic disaster of Stalinism with its millions of victims.

both the movement from practice that is itself a form
of theory, and the development of theory as philosophy, are more than just saying philosophy is action.
There is surely one thing on which we should not try
to improve on Marx—
and that is trying to
have a blueprint for the
future.”
One
reason
I
find
Dunayevskaya’s
Marxist-Humanism
compelling is that it represents the point of connection between these
two historic moments,
and these two philosophic interventions—
the Russian Revolution
Raya Dunayevskaya
and the struggle over its
meaning and direction, and the critique from within
state-capitalism calling itself “socialism.”
In confronting the role a form of Eastern European Marxist humanism played in instigating the
Bosnian genocide, we have learned much, I would
argue, about both philosophic responsibility and the
necessity for philosophic intervention in history.
Marxist-Humanists didn’t create the idea
of defending a multi-ethnic Bosnia of Muslims, Serbs, Croats, Jews and Roma coexisting.
What we did was make a philosophic category
of that defense that still resonates—that is necessary for understanding the world. We heard
that category come to life again in the revolutionary chant of “The Syrian people are one!”
that opposed the fascist dictator Bashar alAssad’s efforts to divide people along sectarian and ethnic lines, efforts that depended on
the bourgeois world’s racist past and present.
I would argue that the Arab Spring revolts
were in fact the most powerful challenge to the current stage of world reaction. How much bigotry was
erased when workers in Madison, Wisconsin, in 2011
sought to walk like the Egyptians in Tahrir Square?
This was picked up by Raed Fares and the people
of Kafranbel, Syria, who made a point of continuing a dialogue with humanity through their weekly
sign and slogan demonstrations, just as Marx had
recognized that all revolutions reach out to “the true
community, the human community.”

OCCUPATIONS AND THEORY

The Occupy movements in the Arab Spring’s
wake were a new expression of internationalism

AN ATTEMPT AT MARXIST HUMANISM

What is socialism? was raised again in Eastern
Europe in the post-World War II era. Then Marxist
humanists like Leszek Kolakowski, Karel Kosik,
and Egon Bondy made an explicit return to Marx’s
philosophic writings as opposed to the alienation
they experienced living under Russian Communist
rule and state-capitalism. It was an attempt to reform Communism from within, which in Czechoslovakia in 1968 came to be called “socialism with a
human face.”
In Hungary it saw the participation of the Petofi
Circle and Georg Lukacs in the Hungarian Revolution of 1956.
Polish thinker Kolakowski pointed out
that this version of Marxist humanism was in
conflict with narrow nationalism (of the sort
that holds power in Poland today and erects
statues of Kolakowski). This Marxist humanism represented the search for new human relations among the masses. But in the 1980s, the
Serbian Marxist humanist Mihailo Markovic
in Yugoslavia fell into such narrow nationalism, a huge retrogression that laid a groundwork for the Bosnian genocide of the 1990s.
This retrogression arguably became the basis
around which world reaction reorganized itself. We
hear its echoes everywhere today.
In general, “socialism” that only amounts to
state ownership and planning will be disastrous—it
is change that remains within alienation. Venezuela
today would be another example. (See “Venezuela is
at the crossroads,” p. 9.) The “Bolivarian Revolution”
began with promise as the entire population voted in
a new Constitution that had many good aspects, but
reliance on the world market for oil (in contradiction
to the Constitution’s focus on environmentalism)
and a cult of “the Leader” created disaster.

THE SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA

The founder of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S.,
Raya Dunayevskaya, wrote a 1987 essay, “A PostWorld War II View of Marx’s Humanism” for a Yugoslav Encyclopedia of Contemporary Socialism. She
recognized the growth of reaction and counseled:
“The self-development of ideas cannot take second
place to the self-bringing forth of liberty, because

that, unfortunately, lacked the theoretical dimension which could have built solid relations between
the working classes of the U.S., Europe, the Middle
East and beyond.
Too many Leftists went into Occupy with the
attitude that they had to begin from square one to
“educate” people in socialism. They missed the point
that the masses were actually inventing something
new and world-historic that was in fact nothing less
than a dress rehearsal for the world revolution.
The Syrian Revolution was the turning point,
and occasioned another failure to successfully define
what is socialism. Few Leftists of any stripe supported that revolution—even when it was exemplary on
any terms, non-violent and explicitly non-sectarian.
It was a failure to theorize what was arising from the mass movement. Syrians called
for solidarity in the name of freedom, of Enlightenment, of religion, of anarchism, and of
socialism. That is what Frantz Fanon termed
the untidy affirmation of an absolute—how
sad for the “socialist intellectual” who is
cheated of his familiar language, and receives
only the thing in itself: millions willing to risk
all for freedom.
Without this humanist philosophic mediation,
socialism is fated to remain one more form of human
self-alienation.
As ever, the failure to answer the question,
“What is socialism?” has horrific consequences.
Those who suffer these consequences can never
be allowed to become an historic elision, any more
than the victims of slavery and genocide who are so
poignantly remembered and recognized as absolute
in Marx’s Capital.
This seems to me to be the debate over what socialism can mean today.
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WORKERS STRIKE BACK

Denver Classroom Teachers Association 2/11/19

Regarding “Unity in Los Angeles
teachers’ strike” in the Jan.-Feb. N&L,
I heard that the strike won some demands but little was conceded on excess class size. Charter operators hope
that public education will continue to
be squeezed
both financially
and
by the working
conditions
that
drag teachers
down.
And
they
don’t want
just 50% of
Los Angeles schools
to
become
charters; they want it all, as in New
Orleans, where the Black community
is fighting to keep the last public high
school in the city from going charter.
Retired Teacher
Detroit
***
Regarding “Trump Aids Capitalism’s Attack on Labor; Workers Strike
Back” (Jan.-Feb. N&L): Teacher
strikes keep spreading—already this
year to Denver, Oakland, Los Angeles, and another set of Chicago charter
schools. Whoever thought the working
class put Trump in power should listen
to the strikers. I heard them talking
loud and clear about how Trump and
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel are on
the side of a rich elite who have been
closing and privatizing and chartering public schools, doubling down on
a racist, class-divided educational system and starving out education for the
masses. At a strike rally I heard the
teachers and other school staff talking
very explicitly about class solidarity.
Labor supporter
Midwest

•

GENOCIDE AND FACEBOOK

Facebook banned four ethnic
armed Myanmar-based groups from
its site recently. Freedom of speech
progressive activists have good points
of criticism. They ask what is the definition of terrorism? Why ban certain
armed groups, such as “nonstate actors” yet not ban “state actors” who
have committed genocide? Would
Zuckerberg’s Facebook have banned
Tutsi pages while allowing state propaganda from the genocidal Hutu government during the Rwandan genocide?
Htun Lin
Bay Area

•

MAURITIUS VICTORY

Following the historic victory at
the International Court of Justice at
The Hague which found that Britain
had acted unlawfully in its decolonization of Mauritius, we just wanted
to express our appreciation in LALIT
for the support of the N&L team in
publishing articles and echoing on
this issue among your members. The
judgment at the ICJ is a very strong
criticism of the UK. Certainly worth a
read – and perhaps worth circulating
to those you know will be interested.
The link is: https://www.lalitmauritius.org/modules/documents/files/
LalitMauritius-eddea82ad2755b24c4e168c5fc2ebd40.pdf. And here is
a short video clip on LALIT’s reaction
to the Chagos ICJ findings: https://
www.lalitmauritius.org/en/videos.
html?videoid=70
Alain Ah Vee
Mauritius

•

SYRIAN REVOLUTION UNDER FIRE

There wasn’t a revolution in
Syria that began in 2011, it was an
inter-imperialist conflict through and
through. It’s true that Assad and Russia do represent an imperialist bloc,
but it appears the essay’s (“How Dead

READERS’VIEWS

Thought Failed Syrian Revolution’s
Living History,” Jan.-Feb. N&L) characterization of there being a Syrian
“revolution” at all rests on a glaring
absence of an analysis of the role of
U.S. imperialism in the conflict.
Luck Puccia
Cyberspace
***
Those on the Left who deny the existence of the Syrian revolution prove
the essay’s point. When Hassan Ali
Akleh set himself on fire in Hasakeh,
Syria, to protest the Assad regime,
echoing Mohamed Bouazizi, was that
an “inter-imperialist conflict”? When
15 boys under age 15 wrote graffiti on
walls in Daraa with revolutionary slogans they had heard from Tunisia and
Egypt, was that an “inter-imperialist
conflict”? When the children were tortured in detention, was that an “inter-imperialist conflict”? When their
family members gathered to demand
their release, was that an “inter-imperialist conflict”? When people in Syria
formed Local Coordinating Committees, was that an “inter-imperialist
conflict”? Were the banners of Kafranbel an “inter-imperialist conflict”?
Syria solidarity activist
Chicago
***

The Anti-War Committees in
Solidarity with the Struggles for SelfDetermination came together to challenge the leaderships of the coalitions,
ANSWER and UNAC among others,
which defend Bashar al-Assad’s regime’s genocidal repression of the
democratic struggle in Syria. We refuse to accept leaders who engage in
atrocity denial who are morally compromised by their apologies for genocide. We propose that a new coalition
needs to be built. We believe that
international solidarity with democratic struggles for self-determination
is the only alternative to the bloody
farce of the “War on Terror,” sectarian violence, wars, occupations and
dictatorships. With regard to events
in Venezuela, we see the same leftist
leaderships adopting uncritical support for Nicolás Maduro. Rejecting
Trump’s threats and machinations is a
matter of principle, but Maduro offers
no solution to the Venezuelan people.
On the contrary, the chavista regime
has empowered the military, the agent
of the corruption that has contributed
significantly to the scarcity of food and
medicines. We have done many rallies
and events in Chicago and in Northwest Indiana. The comrades of News
and Letters Committees have always
stood with us. You can find us on Facebook.
David T.
Indiana

•

‘55 STEPS’

Securing the right of the mentally
ill to give informed consent regarding
their medications is significant, which
was the burden of the film reviewed
in the Jan-Feb. N&L (“Review of ‘55
Steps’”). These rights will provide
greater dignity not just for the patients but their families and friends,
too. It should also help break down the
divisions between doctors and patients
and help everyone realize that medical
care is a two-way street among human
beings.
Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

•

DEBATING YELLOW VESTS

The kind of overgeneralizations
appearing in “French ‘Yellow Vests’”
(Jan.-Feb. N&L) is like jumping to
conclusions about who they vote for.
Take the gilet jaunes’ fear and hostility toward journalists. One night at
the Occupy Oakland camp, a reporter
came up to a group of us. I was the
only person willing to talk to her,
while my friends all gave me the stink
eye. I think my friends were right.
The gilets jaunes do not want any selfappointed spokespeople or having the
press appoint them.
Lewis Finzel
Bay Area, Calif.
***
When a movement is new and
spontaneous it demands the widest discussion. How someone “voted”
is not necessarily a guide. I know of
white auto workers in Detroit who
voted for the racist George Wallace
but had a different perspective during strikes against automation. Eric
Drouet quickly disassociated Yellow
Vests from its Paris adherents who
met with Luigi Di Maio, a leader of
Italy’s anti-immigrant, anti-Europe
ruling coalition. Drouet criticized the
Yellow Vests who, when they spotted
the French Jewish intellectual Alain
Finkielkraut, shouted anti-Semitic
epithets. Gerry Emmett’s early warning in this respect is well-taken. What
should be heard with much greater
care than French President Emmanuel Macron’s or Marine Le Pen’s or
Drouet’s criticism are the mass demonstrations throughout France on Feb.
19 against its growing anti-Semitism.
No human being can be silent about
speaking out against Europe’s growing retrogression into a racist nationalism, which under similar economic
conditions in the 20th century sucked
the world into two global conflagrations and unspeakable inhumanity.
Ron Kelch
Oakland, Calif.
***
“French ‘Yellow Vests’” reveals
what I thought when mainstream
media briefly covered these protests,
but gave no context for them. The Far
Right can use the same tactics and
strategies the masses use, for a far
more sinister purpose. It is very helpful to read about the ways the gilet
jaunes have been appropriated. There
are many in Europe who oppose a FarRight agenda, like those Holocaust
survivors in the Netherlands we rarely hear about who stand in solidarity with Palestinians for human and
women’s freedom, rights and dignity.
With whom can we stand in France?
Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

•

WOMEN’S STRUGGLES

“Anti-Semitism
Mars
Women’s
March” (Jan.-Feb.
N&L)
shows
very concretely
(unfortunately) how faulty
thinking
can
mislead people
into completely
unacceptable conclusions: “We attack
the forces of evil, not
the people doing evil.” WHAT? Very
well refuted: “[I]t is an excuse not to
have principles, not to fight hatred,
sexism, racism, anti-Semitism, when
fighting it makes you uncomfortable.
The ‘forces of evil’ that the WMI claim
they ‘attack’ are carried out by human
beings committed to spreading this
‘evil.’” Debate and discussion over differences are important, but principles
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of humanism cannot be compromised,
especially when someone like Farrakhan has such a long history of antihuman thought, writing and behavior,
going back to his unproved association
with the assassination of Malcolm X,
as Malcolm was breaking with narrow
Black nationalism and moving toward
humanism. By the way, the Nation of
Islam is now buying up property in
Detroit, joining many capitalist land
speculators making money off lowincome Detroit residents.
Feminist
Detroit
***
There’s been quite a debate about
your editorial, “Catholic Church’s sins
laid bare” (Sept.-Oct. 2018 N&L), especially its conclusion about “the beginning of the end of the Catholic
Church.” We keep seeing scandal after
scandal showing the harm done by the
Church. In a very short time the disregard the Church has had for abused
children has been added to: now we
are seeing the Church’s disregard
for abused nuns, for women raped by
priests and bishops, many forced to
abort. Now we are hearing from those
children of priests and bishops and
how inhumanly they have been treated. This is in an institution pervaded
with sexism and contempt for elementary human rights like birth control
and abortion. How long will it take for
people to say enough is enough?
Feminist
Southern California

•

WHY READ N&L?

I wanted to write to say how much
I appreciate the work you are doing.
When one picks up N&L, one finds
the most pressing issues marginalized
communities are facing being reported
on. Trump’s attempt to erase Transfolk seems to be going over the heads
of many people, including the Left. We
must fight those blatant attacks on
the humanity of Trans and Intersex
people. I am glad to hear that Faruq is
free from prison. I wish him well. We
need him outside the walls. A friend
sent me a copy of Betraying Big Brother. After reading Urszula Wislanka’s
review, I feel eager to read it. You continue to provide a platform for the imprisoned. This is rare nowadays.
Prisoner
Huntingdon, Penn.
***
Many thanks for regularly sending N&L. At a time when leftism finds
it increasingly difficult to influence
social movements, N&L is serving
people’s cause in its own way while
upholding the banner of proletarian
internationalism. Our editors find
N&L very useful. Recently we have
been forcefully evicted from our office
by the new landlords and Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
Timir Basu, Editor of Frontier
Kolkata, India

To our incarcerated readers
Prisoncrats
sometimes
choose to return an issue to us
undelivered, but if you have
been moved—to another prison,
or within the same prison—the
USPS will not forward newspapers. Help us keep N&L in your
hands by letting us know your
change of address, including
when you are released. When you
leave prison your donor subscription can continue to your new address for one additional year.
We welcome your contributions to N&L and for our website.
There are some things we cannot
provide. We do not match up pen
pals. N&L cannot help prisoners
with individual legal cases, and
we cannot offer legal advice or access to attorneys. This paper is a
place where the voices of people
engaged in struggles inside and
outside prison walls can be heard
speaking for themselves.
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ROSA LUXEMBURG’S REVOLUTIONARY LIFE

Thank you for “Rosa Luxemburg’s
revolutionary life” (Jan.-Feb. N&L). It
is good to read a positive left perspective. And I didn’t know much of this.
Matthew
Cyberspace
***
Dunayevskaya’s review of The Letters of Rosa Luxemburg was a preview
of ideas that would be developed in
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and
Marx’s
Philosophy
of
Revolution
three
years
later. Dunayevskaya was a believer
in “revolutionary intercommunication
between the ages” in the sense that
the ideas of freedom and revolution
are developed from one generation to
the next. Here in Mexico, there will
be a conference with one theme being
on Rosa Luxemburg’s life. I am hoping to give a paper: “Rosa Luxemburg
and Raya Dunayevskaya: Revolutionary intercommunication between the
ages.” Each fought to project revolutionary Marxism for their day, facing
opposition from the ruling bourgeois
society, and “orthodox” Marxists.
Dunayevskaya’s
determination
to present the fullness of Luxemburg
to the Women’s Liberation Movement
revealed the impact Luxemburg had
on Dunayevskaya. This can be seen
in Dunayevskaya’s category of “postMarx Marxism as a pejorative” in relation to Marxists’ failure (Luxemburg
included) to grasp the fullness of Marx
as philosopher of revolution in permanence.
Eugene Walker
Mexico City
***
Raya Dunayevskaya’s passion for
revolution and revolutionaries is expressed powerfully in her essay. She
appreciates Stephen Eric Bronner, for
his work making Luxemburg’s (RL)
letters available to all and his understanding of her importance, but she is
angry at him too for making it difficult
for the readers to comprehend RL’s
importance to us today. Dunayevskaya
introduces two categories to help us:

“‘Heroism of Masses’ vs. Opportunism of leaders” and “From Theory and
Anti-War Agitation to Prison and Revolution.” It’s Dunayevskaya’s passion
for RL and her ideas that is so engaging and powerful, so that at the end
of the essay, when Dunayevskaya proclaims that “revolution was her life,”
one feels that is also true of Dunayevskaya. It is why she so understands the
meaning of RL’s life.
Women’s Liberationist
Chicago

•

THE GREEN NEW DEAL

Thank you for “The Green NotSo-Great New Deal” by Franklin
Dmitryev (Jan.-Feb. N&L). Anything
that takes a radical vision and packages it as a policy agenda, even with the
best of intentions, risks being co-opted
on behalf of a “benign capitalism”—in
this case with “green corporations” at
the helm. At best, a “Green New Deal”
can be an indispensable step in a more
profound ecosocialist transformation.
We need to be vigilant in ensuring any
“New Deal” is not an end in itself but a
means to a broader end.
Edward Tverdek
Chicago
***
I suggest Dmitryev become familiar with our macroeconomic system description of sovereign fiat currency, MMT. The Green New Deal
was a term ecosocialists made popular prior to Greens. The problem isn’t
capitalism; if it was, the Democratic
Socialist countries would not be coexisting with it. Their government
reins capitalists in; our Congress
has that mandate, but is bought off.
In the future, we can discuss changing our entire system (maybe), but for
today, we have the means to enact a
Federal Job Guarantee, Student Debt
cancellation, single payer healthcare
and the broader Green New Deal with
Congressional appropriations. We are
building political will and the Overton
window has moved left. Join in or be
the bringer of destruction to citizens
and planet. GND NOW! Kathy Bassett
New Hampshire
***
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Franklin Dmitryev replies: MMT
is another warmed-over panacea that
doesn’t challenge capitalism. “Democratic socialist” (capitalist welfare
state) countries are no model. They
do have serious economic and environmental problems, and they are major
contributors to climate change. Some
backers of the Green New Deal want to
maintain capitalism and tout bandaid
reforms, dreaming that “we” have “the
means to enact a Federal Job Guarantee,” as if guaranteeing wage slavery
jobs is the best we could hope for. To
top it off, if we don’t follow the one program, then we’ll be “the bringer of destruction.” The world needs to get off
this suicidal capitalist train instead
of indulging in fantasies, or joining a
cult of MMT and self-limiting “Overton window” jargon.

•

VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS

I am always telling my fellow prisoners that they have to watch burning
their bridges and that networking is
important,
and
they
need to stay
in
touch
with those
networks
when they
get out. A
sad statistic is that there are 40 to 50 thousand
policies and statutes that are designed
to make reentry as hard as possible for
returning prisoners to make it once
they have been released on parole or
probation.
I have seen prisoners get great
jobs and decent places to live, then be
returned to prison on a technicality. A
guy in Wisconsin was actually sitting
in the parole office waiting for his appointment after working two jobs back
to back and fell asleep and didn’t hear
his name. His parole agent locked him
up for two weeks; just enough time for
him to lose his job. Then a friend of
mine, several years back, had been out
for over 14 years on an interstate compact parole to New York from Wisconsin when someone in Wisconsin saw
a different address on old paperwork
that should have been changed years
earlier. These people extradited him

on parole violation, locked him up for
four months and then they realized
their mistake. The only good thing
that came out of it was that they terminated the rest of his parole to keep
from getting sued. Especially after
New York raised hell.
Prisoner
Wisconsin
***
In North Carolina we are talking
about the 13th Amendment, which allows slavery for men, women, and children convicted of crime. This historic
and outdated, draconian Amendment
in our U.S. Constitution permits censorship in our prisons, low to no pay
for our slave labor, long-term solitary
confinement, low-grade healthcare,
terrible and bland food, excessive
sentences, and sexual exploitation
of our bodies through excessive and
unwanted strip searches. By abolishing the 13th Amendment we could
change how incarcerated persons are
treated and open up doors to restoring
men, women, and children convicted
of crime back to society through revamped rehabilitation and humanitarian approaches. But until we drain
the swamps of our current prison administration and crooked tough-oncrime politicians, we will continue to
be slaves to capitalism and the ideology of totalitarian control.
Prisoner
Elizabeth City, N.C.
***
I consider myself a classic (orthodox) Marxist, although along the ideology of Hegel, Sartre, Camus, Gramsci, etc. Yours is the sole publication
that informs and enlightens within
the classic Marxist paradigm. I have
been in maximum security prison for
over 34 years in California, including
Pelican Bay in the 1990s, so I have
a general and particular interest in
revolutionist ideology. Please continue
my subscription.
Prisoner
Tehachapi, Calif.
TO OUR READERS: Can
you donate $5 for a prisoner who
cannot pay for a subscription
to N&L? It will be shared with
many others. Prisoners are eligible
to continue their free subscriptions
when they first get released.
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Importance of community support
by Robert Taliaferro

In Madison, Wisc., during the 1980s, a solitary Black woman roamed the hallways of the Dane
County Courthouse for the purpose of attending trials of Black defendants. Her goal was to ensure that
every Black woman, man,
and child—subjected to
the will of the predominantly white attorneys,
judges and juries of the
county—would see at
least one Black face in
the courtroom other than
their own.
This community advocate, long since deceased,
knew the power of one person when it came to providing community support for people who found
themselves on the ass end of the Criminal (In)justice System (CIS). More than one Black defendant in
Dane County thought that her dignified solitary face
in the courtroom forced all of the participants to act
with a bit more restraint, dignity and respect.
Her advocacy was a singular resistance to the
unconscionable treatment of Black defendants in
Wisconsin’s courts. Her efforts showed the importance of community support and advocacy, at all levels, in the fight against the Prison Industrial Complex (PIC).
People in the community are essential to
battles being waged. The community has control of the votes which define the political processes that create laws which enable (or deter)
mass incarceration.
As many prisoners will attest, when the com-

munity is visible in the criminal justice process, equity and fairness is a bit more pronounced. There is
a variety of ways that support can be expressed to
supplement political and social reforms.
In Wisconsin, Governor Tony Evers created an
Advisory Council for Criminal Justice Reform after

VOICES FROM
THE INSIDE OUT

‘Poverty and Profit’

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American
City, by Matthew Desmond, Broadway Books, NY
(2016), won a Pulitzer Prize and revealed housing
conditions that shocked a slew of book reviewers. Sociology student Desmond’s research in Milwaukee in
2008-2009 left him satisfied with neither the “structural [economic] forces” nor the “cultural [individual
shortcomings]’’ theories of poverty. He looked for answers in the idea that “Poverty was a relationship…
involving poor and rich people alike” (pp. 316-317).
He presents the experiences of eight families and their landlords, unfolding them in
anecdotes that bring readers into their lives.
Desmond intersperses data within the stories,
substantiated by 72 pages of endnotes, which
provide a context to the stories. His conclusions may well shock middle-class educated
readers, but would come as no surprise to residents of the neighborhoods in question.
• Nearly half of Milwaukee renters experience
evictions without any “due process.” These forced
moves are invisible to official statistics and the renters themselves, who don’t call a forced move an eviction unless sheriffs come. Desmond’s survey that accounts for informal evictions revealed that between
2009 and 2011 more than one in eight Milwaukee
renting families were forced to move (p. 330).
• 83% of landlords evicted women who made domestic violence complaints to the police (p. 191-192).
• By all measures, Black families fared worse
than white. For example, Black women make up 9%
of Milwaukee’s population and 30% of its evicted
tenants (p. 332).
• The book opens with two boys throwing snowballs at cars; one driver was hit; he stopped and
broke down their apartment door. The landlord immediately evicted the family. Families with children
are likely to be turned away seven times out of 10
housing searches, and are three times as likely to be
evicted than adult renters (pp. 332, 231).

CAPITAL WINS, TENANTS LOSE

Desmond, though he might not describe it as
such, depicts one arena of class struggle as it plays
out in the rental market. Government policies have
allowed landlords to exploit the poor since the 1800s.
Even policies designed to help the poor, like subsidized construction of rental units and housing assistance, end up providing landlords with more and
the tenants with less.
He proposes a universal housing voucher
program which would regulate rents, relax
some building codes and outlaw discrimination against voucher holders. He compares this
to food stamps, which are supposed to allow
families access to food anywhere, but are used
primarily in overpriced urban and rural food
markets that serve the poor. Desmond fails to
appreciate that, under the capitalist system,
the best-intentioned programs will always become conduits to extract money from the poor.
Nevertheless, this book is an important contribution to understand the workings of exploitative
housing in the U.S. It provides a basis for progressive housing activists to understand the scope and
depth of the crisis and to think about ways to overcome these inequities in a better society.
—Susan Van Gelder
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EDITORIAL

continued from p. 1
While they called for universal background checks
on all gun sales, a ban on bump stocks, and a new
ban on high capacity magazines, the marches did
not feature a large push for more security officers in
schools, as then President Obama had asked for in
his 2013 draft gun measure.

MILITARIZED SCHOOLS HURT STUDENTS

Original prisoner art by Lumumba Creations

he was elected, although many of its members had
a hand in exacerbating the problems Wisconsin has
in the first place.

THE NEED FOR ADVOCACY CONSENSUS

Numerous websites act as a forum for families
and friends of prisoners, which allow them to share
experiences with the various facets of the PIC. These
sites exist with little universal coordination, and
therein lies a flaw when it comes to prison advocacy.
When political activism is inconsistent in
addressing the issues, discussions tend to be
competitive, especially when it comes to a common cause. Issues in California may not seem
relevant to New York; problems in Wisconsin
may seem minor as they relate to Florida, even
when they are essentially the same problem.
The result is that advocacy becomes a mishmash of ideas with very few solutions.
Rousseau wrote in The Social Contract, “There
is often a great deal of difference between the will
of all and the general will; the latter considers only
the common interest, while the former takes private
interest into account, and is no more than a sum of
particular wills: but take away from those same wills
the pluses and minuses that cancel one another, and
the general will remains as the sum of differences.”
The general consensus in this era of
hashtag idealism is that all lives need to matter, regardless of who we are and regardless of
our social standing.
If states like Florida and Louisiana see the need
for judicial reform and prisoner advocacy, then it
seems about time for such concepts to be accepted as
a universal construct to apply to “the sum of our differences,” everywhere in the country for a true and
lasting change.

HANDICAPTHIS!
by Tim Finnigan

Increasingly, during Black History Month, attention is being drawn to disability. For example,
Underground Railroad conductor and women’s suffragist Harriet Tubman suffered lifelong seizures
and headaches brought on by an overseer’s beatings; civil rights hero Fannie Lou Hamer endured
kidney damage, a blood clot behind one eye, and a
permanent limp after being beaten in a Mississippi
jail in 1963. Black disabled writer Heather Watkins
wrote: “Black Disability History matters to me because so many of our cultural icons have had disability. It more than likely factored in self-awareness,
decision-making, and how they governed their lives.
It’s an important factor that is often downplayed or
erased in the retelling of their stories.”
***
As documented by the National Center for Child
Abuse and Neglect, disabled children are maltreated
at 1.7 times the rate of other children. The Interactive Autism Network found in 2017 that 63% of children with autism had suffered bullying, most likely
because they are seen as being unable to verbalize
their need for help. A University of Florida study
found that 66% of disabled students in third grade
reported being bullied.
***
The U.S. Congress introduced a bill aimed at
phasing out the subminimum wage paid to over
150,000 disabled workers. The Transformation to
Competitive Employment Act (S.260) aims to help
businesses that pay subminimum wages to transition to a different business model. Democrats have
introduced the Raise the Wage Act (H.R. 582) that
includes a similar plan. Disability rights activists
must have a voice in the struggle against exploitation and for meaningful participation in the workforce. It raises important questions about the nature
of labor under capitalism.

On the one-year anniversary of the Parkland
shooting, student organizers Amina Henderson and
Brandon Dasent penned an article in ColorLines
titled “Teens from Parkland and Chicago Ask: ‘How
Many More Must Die?’” The authors explain why
their movement does not call for more security officers in schools:
“Illinois schools reported 4,985 arrests of K-12
students in 2013-14. That amounts to more than 25
students arrested every school day across the state.
And more than 75% of the students arrested in Illinois were kids of color.
“For us, reflecting on the anniversary of Parkland
is about remembering all victims of gun violence—no
matter where or how it happens, violence hurts….We
saw a need to push for solutions that support rather
than traumatize and criminalize students of color.”
The students then announced the launch of “a
campaign to establish a grant for school districts to
provide increased mental health services in schools.”
They point to the assessment by the Association for
Children’s Mental Health that half of school-age
children live with a mental health challenge and do
not receive any care.
Striking teachers in Los Angeles were
feeling this deeply too. In January, the hiring
of new physical and mental health staff was
brought up by the UTLA union at the negotiating table. A teacher speaking to a crowd gathered at the L.A. Unified School District’s Soto
St. office on Jan. 16 said that her school had
“a nurse on duty only one day a week,” with a
social worker present only on two days.
In a haunting revelation that portends the consequences of these cutbacks, the South Florida Sun
Sentinel has noted that the Parkland shooter told a
school administrator on at least one occasion that
shooting guns helped him relieve stress, but apparently neither that administrator nor any other staff
member was able to follow up.

YOUTH SPEAK—WHO WILL HEAR?

A current bill that passed the House of Representatives would increase the federal waiting period
from three days to 10. More time to process a background check might have prevented the sale of a
gun used to murder nine people at Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.
Even though expanded background checks
are supported by a majority of the membership in the National Rifle Association, let alone
over 80% of the U.S. public, the NRA leadership
opposes the bill. On threat of removing campaign donations and transferring them to a future challenger, the NRA may be able to corral
enough U.S. Senators to kill the legislation.
Should the bill pass, the background check expansion is the minimum needed to address rampant
gun violence. Far beyond point-of-sale reforms, reform means equitable and democratic funding to
schools and communities. North Lawndale College
Prep student Audrey Wright, of Peace Warriors, says
that her Chicago organization does condolence runs
to express love and support to classmates who lose
a loved one. “Last school year, we did 178 condolence
runs out of the 183 school days, most of them due
to someone dying behind a bullet….We need more
resources in our minority communities and better
funding for our schools. We need a city that cares.”
U.S. youth need to be heard, both about the urgency of preventing gun deaths and about just how
deeply this society needs to change.
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Venezuela is at the crossroads

There surely are many groups within Venezuela
who oppose both U.S. intervention—in league with
the right wing and Juan Guaidó, the current head
of the National Assembly—and the government of
President Nicolás Maduro and his generals.
But the horrendous social, economic, political
disaster that is encompassing Venezuela—some
three million have fled the country, millions more
are going hungry—is no excuse for phony “humanitarian intervention” by the U.S. and its cohorts, nor
for President Maduro’s shooting and tear-gassing
of its citizens. “Humanitarian intervention” is not
humanitarian aid—both the Red Cross and the UN
recognized this and refused to participate. It is a
cynical political maneuver of the U.S. to bring down
the Maduro government, by not (as yet!), putting
troops on the ground.

Maduro could not replace Chávez’s popularity
with the masses. He lost the support of many chavistas by making his own coup against the Bolivarian
Constitution that was voted in by the vast majority
of the people. Initially the masses continued their
support against the neoliberal Right intent on overthrow. Now the majority do not support Maduro, but
neither are they for the official opposition.
The real void in Venezuela is the lack of
a revolutionary vision and organization that
could pose an alternative to neoliberalism and
its despotic rule and to Maduro’s misrule in
the name of “socialism.”
Much of the Left has vehemently attacked
any criticism of the “Bolivarian” regime, hyping a
fairy tale of its perfection and overlooking its support of the genocidal regime in Syria and oppressive
governments in Iran, Libya and Russia. Almost all of
the Left, socialist or anarchist, has failed to project
ideas and organization that could provide a pole of
attraction. What is urgently needed at this moment
of crisis is the development of such an alternative in
Venezuela.
—Eugene Walker

NOT SOCIALISM BUT STATE-CAPITALISM

OPPOSING U.S. INTERVENTION

We must oppose U.S. intervention in Venezuela,
military or otherwise. U.S. imperialism has left a
murderous imprint on much of Latin America. The
events of January and February demonstrate a coordinated effort, led by U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and National Security Advisor John Bolton,
to overthrow the Maduro regime.
These coup efforts have a history. The attempted coup against President Hugo Chávez in 2002 had
U.S. approval. The Observer reported that the coup
had been “given a nod” by Elliott Abrams, who had
been an apologist for Salvadoran death squads and
has now been appointed the Trump administration’s
Special Envoy to Venezuela. He arrived by military
plane in Colombia to oversee the failed, bloody “humanitarian intervention” of Feb. 23.
At the same time we cannot forget that
what passed for constructing “21st Century socialism” has been a problem. Chávez wanted to
break from the stranglehold of neoliberal capitalism. But the attempt to construct socialism from the top down was no substitute for
a social transformation from below. Authentic
movement toward the development of proletarian and peasant power was subordinate to
one-man rule by Chávez as the decision-maker,
although he relied on his military cohorts.

QUEERNOTES
by Elise

Photo: Wikipedia

While the U.S. has contributed to the economic
chaos that has engulfed Venezuela, Maduro’s corrupt regime, mismanaged economy and authoritarian rule has much in common with state-capitalism,
and little to do with socialism, 21st Century or
otherwise. Do we have to choose between different
faces of capitalism, or is there a pathway to selfdetermination for Venezuela’s masses?
Edgardo Lander, a sociologist who is part of the
Citizen Platform in Defense of the Constitution, is
speaking out. He said recently:
“If the United States were really interested in
democracy…the first thing they would have to do is
stop their blockade that’s impacting the Venezuelan
people enormously…There is this threat of [the U.S.]
going into Venezuela no matter what….
“There are reasons why there is huge,
huge, massive discontent in Venezuela in relation to the Maduro government. The crises
that the Venezuelan people are facing are, to
a great extent, the responsibility of this government that has been extremely corrupt, inefficient, and has become increasingly repressive. But that in no way justifies a U.S. military
intervention or this attempt to strangle the
Venezuelan economy, which is of course doing
much [more] harm to the Venezuelan people
than to the Venezuelan government.
“So, in this situation, where today, I would say, a
majority of the people in Venezuela reject the Maduro government, and, on the other hand, a great majority also reject U.S. intervention, we need a negotiation that opens the way for Venezuelans to decide
for themselves.”

In New Zealand, the Auckland Pride Festival
went forward despite some corporate sponsors backing out after police were barred from marching.
Community fundraising raised thousands of dollars.
Auckland Pride marched against racism, misogyny,
classism and transphobia and to show ongoing support for the most oppressed in their country.
***
Hong Kong Cantopop star Denise Ho
Wan-sze, who came out
as Lesbian in 2012 and
was prominently active
in the pro-democracy
Umbrella
Movement,
cannot perform for Chinese fans. Chinese authorities blocked her
music from streaming
Denise Ho Wan-sze speaking and labeled her “Hong
during 2014 Hong Kong protests. Kong poison.” Under a
boycott threat from a
Beijing newspaper, cosmetic giant Lancome pulled
its support for Ho’s concerts. In the face of all this
opposition, Ho continues to perform outside China—
although Malaysia barred her over her support for
LGBT rights. Ho now records on her label Goo Music
and still speaks out for democracy. Her four October
concerts in Hong Kong are sold out.
***
Two newly-elected Democratic governors
made strides for Queer rights. Michigan Governor
Gretchen Whilner and Wisconsin Governor Tony
Evers signed executive orders banning discrimination against LGBTQ+ people in state employment
and contracting. In Michigan, discrimination in public services is also now banned.
***
The 1966 Compton Hotel uprising was the beginning of the Transgender rights movement. Two
Transgender women, who were fed up with abuse
by the Compton’s café employees and San Francisco’s police, started a two-day riot. Therefore, it is
only fitting that part of the Tenderloin District in
San Francisco is now the Compton’s Transgender
Cultural District. It was created as an empowering
space for Transgender, Gender Nonconforming and
Non-Binary people and a place to raise awareness
of Transgender+ people and for everyone to learn
Transgender+ history. It will include housing and a
community center and already maintains a Transgender museum and businesses.

Genocide is happening now in Idlib

available is so expensive as to be beyond the
continued from p. 1
reach of many.
international aid. The NGOs have stopped their
With HTS in control of many parts of Idlib, kidfunding in response to HTS [Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
nappings are on the rise, as
also known as Al Qaeda
the group abducts and kills
in Syria] taking control
activists, or takes people
of large parts of Idlib. In
addition, all the schools
hostage to charge their
in southern Idlib have
families ransom. HTS and
been closed as a result
the Assad regime have both
of regime shelling.
set up checkpoints, some not
In general, the
very far apart, in Northern
situation is desperHama, and these exact “taxate. There are more
es” from the people carrying
than three million
goods between Idlib and the
people living here,
areas under Assad’s control.
and the economic
Throughout Idlib people live
situation is very difin desperate poverty and
ficult. There is a general lack of basic ne- Assad-allied forces bombed the main bakery in Khan Shaykoun, amid death and suffering.
—Muhammad, Feb. 23, 2019
cessities, and what is Idlib, Syria, Feb. 19, 2019.
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Oakland, Calif.—With just 72 hours notice, over
50,000 people came together in 48 states in almost
300 events to protest Donald Trump on Presidents
Day. While the events were organized by MoveOn.org
as a response to the fake emergency declaration,
their call was answered spontaneously by many.
Oakland’s organizers expected enough
people to lie down to spell “No Wall” in 40-foottall letters. To their surprise, so many came
that the letters were filled with people standing on their feet. Many had to stand on the
sidelines, not finding spaces to fill. The letters
could have been twice as wide and still filled
with standing people.
While some of MoveOn.org’s organizers’ own
agenda may not go beyond electing Democrats, people at the demonstrations came with many ideas.
A large banner in Oakland called on California to
become a sanctuary state. Other signs, in addition
to the one pictured above, proclaimed, “Black Lives
Matter,” “#NoDAPL.” Many wore pussy hats. We
chanted, “Love, not hate, make America Great” and
“Hey hey, ho ho, Donald Trump has got to go.”
Creating space for discussing what we are for
beyond our opposition to Trump and trumpism is vital for continuing the struggle.
—Urszula Wislanka

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Buddy Bell

Dozens of high school students in Oakland, Calif.,
walked out of class on three occasions in February to
support teachers’ demands for inflation-neutral wages and smaller class sizes, as well as to try and stave
off school closures. Alex Arriola, a senior at Oakland
Technical High School, told ABC: “We are marching
because we are hoping maybe the student-organized
march will make them do something.” After negotiations with the school district failed and a strike was
triggered, students organized their own solidarity
march down Broadway on Feb. 25. One large banner
said, “Oakland Students Love Teachers.”
***
While elementary, middle, and high school students in Australia, Europe and North America continue to strike from school each Friday as part of the
global movement Strike 4 Climate Action, an environment minister in Belgium has had to resign. After
telling a group of her supporters that Belgian security forces knew the strikes were being engineered
behind the scenes, she later was forced to admit this
was bluster. The cascading strikes are apparently
spontaneous, though presumably the very youngest
strikers are supported by their parents. A Strike 4
Climate Action rally in London on Feb. 15 drew 5,000
participants, while another in Paris on Feb. 22 drew
at least 6,000.
***
In Vancouver, over 200 high-school students held
a walkout to protest an oil pipeline which would carry
tar sands oil from Alberta over the Rocky Mountains.
Ta’kaiya Blaney, 17, of the Coast Salish First Nation
told Canada’s National Observer she was motivated
to help organize the walkout “to ensure that the following seven generations have access to clean water
and healthy air….I think that youth also bring an
interesting energy to the movement. We’re very optimistic. We’re very ambitious. We’re dreamers and we
bring a lot of ideas to the table.”
***
Classes at Gandaki Medical College in Pokhara,
Nepal, did not take place on Jan. 31, when students
padlocked the administration office and classrooms,
then held a protest at the town’s central intersection.
The students claimed administrators held their tuition deposits, then tried to charge extra unauthorized fees not approved by the Institute of Medicine.
If they refused or were unable to pay the extra fee,
students said they were prevented from registering to
take their exams.
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Women bearing the brunt of reaction deepen the revolt

continued from p. 1
control and had his regime in impoverished Romania closely monitor all pregnant women in an effort
to force them to give birth? Over 10,000 women died
from butcher abortions in frantic efforts to avoid
having children they either could not care for or, for
very good reasons, did not want.

TRUMP PERFECTING FASCISM ON WOMEN

the battle. The many jailed had their heads shaved.
Upon release they returned to the struggle, inspiring the men. Women document police brutality and
use social media to show the world what is happening, and that they live in a country where half of
them are illiterate, most are victims of Female Genital Mutilation, and domestic violence is rife.
In Brazil, women who created the feminist news
outlet Agência Pública are fighting Jair Bolsonaro,
who is threatening journalists and independent media. Natalia Viana, a co-founder of Agência Pública,
said: “We have decided to focus on investigating hu-

From the beginning of President Donald
Trump’s reign, when he imposed an expanded global
gag rule, he kowtowed to his fanatical evangelical
base by attacking women’s right to bodily integrity. Statehouses across the U.S. followed suit,
Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan
passing outrageous and unconstitutional
abortion laws aimed at shaming women, making abortion inaccessible on the road to overturning legal abortion via the anti-abortion
majority Supreme Court.
With his new federal rule that bars
Title X funds for organizations that give
women referrals for abortions, he’s created the perfect storm to destroy any
reproductive rights women had left. The
rule savages the requirement that clinics
give patients a broad range of birth control options, subverting one of the reasons Title X was established: to ensure
access to contraception and information
about it.
Despite the fact that federal funds already cannot be used for abortions, clinics
Some of the thousands of Indian women who marched for dignity across 200
offering them and other services will have to districts in 24 states to raise awareness of rape and rape culture.
have separate facilities for abortion care and
separate books and employees. Clinics and
doctors can now legally leave out information women
man rights issues…to pay special attention to what
need regarding reproductive options, and cannot tell
the government is doing and, more than that, how
women where they can get abortions.
government actions are affecting people.”5
The rule’s main target is to destroy Planned
This is a small snapshot of what women are doParenthood and Title X by diverting Title X funding
worldwide,
including in the U.S., where Black
ing to fundamentalist Christian organizations that
Lives Matter women are continuing their struggles
are hostile to abortion and birth control. Trump’s
against racism and sexism, domestic workers in
regime has funneled funds away from real birth
hotels and homes are organizing into unions, the
control, from programs that have lowered teen preg#MeToo and Time’s Up movements continue to deepnancy, into abstinence-only-promoting organizations
en, and opposition to Trumpism and the struggle for
and programs. Though the rule will be challenged in
reproductive justice are unending.
court, in 1991 the Supreme Court upheld a similar
rule barring clinics from counseling women about
abortions. When Bill Clinton took office he negated
the rule. But with this president, and this Supreme
Court, the outcome would most likely be horrifyingly
different. Trump has already given health workers
and others the right to refuse services—including
birth control and the morning after pill—to anyone
if their religion or morality (read racism, sexism,
anti-LGBTQI+ people) is “sincere.” These assaults
are devastating healthcare in the U.S.
These changes will destroy what women
took for granted: that in the U.S. they would
receive comprehensive healthcare from professionals who told them the truth and all
their options. Those who will suffer the most—
because Title X clinics are the clinics of choice
for poor people and teenagers—will be poor
women, many of whom in our racist society
are women of color. Of the four million people
who used Title X clinics in 2017, two-thirds fall
below the official poverty line.
Of course women will fight back in the U.S. and
worldwide, which will be apparent on March 8, International Women’s Day. (News & Letters goes to
press on March 4.) Women have always fought back
and, although the Women’s Marches have been the
most visible expression, there has been much more.

WOMEN WORLDWIDE FIGHT BACK

Women in India, who have been fighting a brutal rape culture for decades, joined hands by the millions to bring in the new year with a chain 300 miles
long—standing shoulder to shoulder against rape,
child brides, bride burnings and other abuses. (See
“Women WorldWide,” Jan.-Feb. 2019 N&L.) And, as
we go to press, thousands of women are finishing
their walk across India, 6,200 miles, to both raise
awareness and demand an end to rape and rape culture. They called their walk “The Dignity March.”
Women in Sudan, where there is an uprising
against poverty and the 30-year totalitarian regime
of President Omar El Bashir, are in the front lines of
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During its 17-year involvement in Afghanistan,
the U.S. pushed aside the freedom-loving people at
every opportunity. (See “Afghan lives and freedom
sucked into U.S. quagmire,” Oct.-Nov. 2009 N&L.)
Then, their “leaders” were thrust upon them, their
loya jirga’s—democratic regional meetings—were
sabotaged by the U.S. Women were kept out by the
U.S. and local warlords. The same is happening now.
No one believes the Taliban are now for women’s rights. They claim all they are doing is “pursuing an Islamist government ‘in consultation with all
Afghans,’” but not only are all Afghans not Muslim,
not all Muslims want a theocratic government. And
when the Taliban opine that “we are committed to
all rights given to women by Islam,”7 what is “given to women” by any religion’s sacred texts is up to
interpretation. Weren’t the Taliban supposed to be
practicing Islam as they killed women and girls, destroyed every school they could, beat women in the
streets and imprisoned them in their homes, making
it illegal even to look out the windows?
When Afghan women speak for themselves,
they say what the U.S. and Russia do not want
to hear. Jameela Naseri, who became a lawyer
in order to help other women, says, “Afghan
women need to take matters into our own
hands. We can’t wait for the government and
international charities to save or liberate us.”8
On Feb. 26 hundreds of women activists, youth
and writers issued a letter denouncing exclusion of women and youth from U.S. talks with
the Taliban and declaring that peace must not
be at the expense of democracy.9
Recently, Malalai Joya, famously thrown out of
a loya jirga in 2009 for protesting the presence of
warlords intimidating participants, said, “This democracy is false because the Afghan people had no
say in how it was implemented as it was imposed on
us…No nation can give liberation to another—there
must be self-determination.” That the U.S. didn’t include women in 2009, and doesn’t now, reveals the
talks with the Taliban to be one more betrayal of the
people of Afghanistan.

THE POSITIVE IN THE NEGATIVE

The U.S.’s toxic reach is felt worldwide. In Afghanistan women fighting for their rights against a
deeply entrenched sexist culture, in a country ravaged by war, also have to fight a U.S. administration
bent on selling them out.
The misogynist-to-the-core Taliban control 60%
of the country; in October 2018, civilian deaths were
the highest since 2014. In nine months over 2,800 civilians were killed and over 5,000 injured, and that’s
not counting all those who died from illness and other problems endemic in wars. Despite the hype surrounding the education of girls, two-thirds are not
in school; 87% of Afghan women are illiterate; and
up to 80% are forced to marry, including many girls
younger than 16.6
The U.S. is pressuring Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani to make a deal with the Taliban while, at the same time, Vladimir Putin—
whose country invaded Afghanistan 40 years
ago—is hosting talks with Afghanistan’s former president, Hamid Karzai, and the Taliban.
Both sides claim the other does not represent
the people of Afghanistan, and both are right.

The contradiction between women’s fight for
a different, more human society, and a rising neofascism has a world-changing potential, because
within it are the seeds of a new society struggling
to be born. Women recognize that neo-fascists like
Bolsonaro, Duterte, Orban, Trump, et al., are opposed to the very idea of freedom, which is why the
struggle must be total from the start.
This needs to become explicit. The goal, a new
world based on new, actually human relationships,
is implicit in all the many struggles, be they against
rape, poverty, racism, or for reproductive justice.
That idea is trying to become explicit. That is the
positive in all this negative of neo-fascism, wars and
threats of more wars, including nuclear war, and
the struggles against them. It can become a unifying
banner for the movement as a whole.
Women have shown themselves as one of the
“new passions and new forces” for the reconstructing
of society that Marx wrote of. Our age has witnessed
a whole new worldwide movement of women’s struggle for liberation, and they are looking for new forms
of struggle and thought that will not separate their
fight against repression from the total uprooting of
this racist, sexist, exploitative society.

5. “How a Women-Led News Organization Is Holding the
Powerful to Account in Brazil,” by Sasha Chavkin, International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, icij.org,
Feb. 11, 2019.
6. “’We’re All Handcuffed in This Country.’ Why Afghanistan Is Still the Worst Place in the World to Be a Woman,”
by Lauren Bohn, Time, Dec. 8, 2018.

7. “In Moscow, Afghan Peace Talks without the Afghan
Government,” by Andrew Higgins and Mujib Mashal, The
New York Times, Feb. 4, 2019.
8. Lauren Bohn, Time, Dec. 8, 2018.
9. “Atwood and Roy Back Call to Include Women in
Afghan Peace Talks,” by Caroline Davies, The Guardian,
Feb. 26, 2019.

U.S. SELLS OUT WOMEN IN AFGHANISTAN

Special offer: Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics
of Revolution: Reaching for the Future
by Raya Dunayevskaya

-ContentsPart I • Women, Labor and the Black Dimension
Part II • Revolutionaries All
Part III • Sexism, Politics and Revolution—Japan, Portugal,
Poland, China, Latin America, the U.S.—Is There an Organizational
Answer?
Part IV • The Trail to the 1980s: The Missing Link—Philosophy—
in the Relationship of Revolution to Organization
Section I—Reality and Philosophy
Section II—The Challenge from Today’s Global Crises
For the regular price of Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution,
$25.00, pay no postage and also receive a free copy of the first English translation of
Rosa Luxemburg’s Theory and Practice. To order send $25 to News & Letters
and mention this offer.
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Down to Earth buries human revolt
by Franklin Dmitryev

Bruno Latour’s new book Down to Earth: Politics in the New Climatic Regime (Polity Press, 2018)
is the latest example of what happens to radicals
who give up on social revolution. At its heart is an
ambivalent identification of Earth as the agent of
change, instead of humanity or, more precisely, social groups who can act as subjects of revolution.
Latour superciliously dismisses the actual history of revolution
and
counter-revolution along with
all modern political
history as a one-dimensional back-andforth along what he
calls a “vector” between the Local and
the Global.
This abstraction
serves
to
lump
revolution
together
with
counterrevolution that dialectically emerges from within it,
so that socialism
can implicitly be equated to state-capitalist
“Communism” and social democracy.
Latour believes he has discovered the magic key
to unlock history and escape this vector, by introducing a third “attractor” called the Terrestrial, which
is a “new political actor….an agent that participates
fully in public life” (pp. 40-41; all italics in quotations
are in the original).

‘GAIA REVISITED’

The concept of the Terrestrial is hazy. Introduced
as more or less James Lovelock’s Gaia (p. 40), or the
earth as an active planetary system, it morphs into
a certain political program and attitude, an analysis
that substitutes a “system of engendering” for “systems of production” and “dependence” for “freedom”
(pp. 82-83).
To Latour, history has dramatically entered “the New Climatic Regime.” He declares
the denial of climate change to be the key to
important political trends, which are all “responses…to the powerful reaction of the Earth
to what globalization has done to it” (p. 21).
Latour evades the difference between agent and
Subject by never mentioning the latter. A carbon
dioxide molecule emitted from a smokestack is an
agent contributing to global warming. But a conscious Subject transforming reality for the purpose
of liberation is quite different. However, Latour pictures non-human “terrestrials” as “protestors” and
“sources of revolt” (p. 88).
He smugly contrasts his Terrestrial politics with earlier theories defined by “systems
of production,” which supposedly cannot
grasp non-human beings as agents. It’s no
wonder that he does not identify his target,
since Karl Marx made quite clear in Capital
that labor is “a process between humanity and
nature” and, for instance, took note of “the
destructive power of natural processes.” The
author instead lumps Marx in with capitalist
modernizers.
The book describes its method as a “political fiction.” Vastly exaggerating the 2015 Paris Climate
Agreement’s significance serves its central myth of
making Earth the agent.
Dec. 12, 2015, was supposedly the day when
“all the signatory countries…realized with alarm
that, if they all went ahead according to the terms
of their respective modernization plans, there would
be no planet compatible with their hopes for development….What power then secured the signature of
those 175 states, if not a form of sovereignty to which
they consented to bow down and that propelled them
to reach agreement? If it is not a power that dominates the heads of state…what should it be called?”
(pp. 5, 84).
Latour unwittingly discloses the stubborn reality his ruse is avoiding when he lists three interconnected phenomena on page 18: “what since the 1980s
has been called ‘deregulation’ or the ‘dismantling of
the welfare state’; what since the 2000s is known as
‘climate-change denial’; and above all, what for the
last 40 years has been a dizzying extension of inequalities.”

1974-75 TURNING POINT OF CAPITALISM

In fact, all three phenomena began in the 1970s,
though they really blossomed in the Reagan-Thatcher
1980s. The real turning point, which Latour evades
since it implicates a “system of production,” was the
world capitalist crisis of 1974-75, which the ruling
classes responded to with a harsh economic, political, and ideological restructuring.
But making that the key would not help
Latour’s thesis that the true Subject is Earth
and that the root of crisis is not the internal
contradictions of capitalism but “a certain

conception of ‘nature’ [that] has allowed the
Moderns to occupy the Earth in such a way
that it forbids others to occupy their own territories differently” (p. 64).
All this bombast leads to a most pathetic program: “What to do? First of all, generate alternative
descriptions [of] centimeter by centimeter, being by
being, person by person, the stuff that makes up the
Earth” (pp. 94-95).
Even worse, the book’s conclusion reveals
the author’s state of denial about Europe’s
current political situation. In reality, the far
right is making strides in the continent.
In “political fiction,” Europe has “definitively
given up empire” and “is not rushing to impose its
own prejudices on everyone else”—so that the European “vision” of “a common world…allows us to
consider an initial framework that could enable the
relaunching of a diplomatic endeavor. In spite of everything, it is still Europe’s task to redefine the sovereignty of the nation-states” (pp. 100-102).

EDITORIAL

Is nuclear war
on the horizon?

continued from p. 1
and helter-skelter shakeup of global alliances.
A frightening new global realignment is on the
horizon. Bound up in the trade war with China is a
struggle over whose technology will be used in the
next generation (5G) telecommunications network,
which will enable a more powerful, faster “internet
of things.” The paramount things at stake are smart
weapons and the unimpeded ability to deliver them.
At this point the Chinese technology company, Huawei, is way ahead in the global deployment of 5G.

INTERNET AS MACHINERY OF WAR

Enter the U.S. state-capitalist warriors for
whom the internet is, above all, a machinery of war.
The detention in Canada of Meng Wanzhou, Huawei’s chief financial officer, was the first salvo in a
U.S.-led drive to push Huawei technology out of 5G.
The U.S. is putting pressure on countries throughout Europe to rip out Huawei technology. Poland,
which was eager to provide a base for deployment
of U.S. troops, called “Fort Trump,” was told those
troops wouldn’t be safe if Chinese telecommunications equipment were used. Most countries are falling in line. The present crisis, which forces a unity
of economic and war policy, portends serious disruptions in global supply chains and contractions in the
world economy.
In general, 5G telecommunications under
development are part of capitalist science oriented around things, putting living beings at
risk. Its goal is to displace humans from production. The insurmountable contradiction is
that living labor is the source of all value accumulated “in” capital. The trend of eliminating
living labor makes the crisis deeper by tending
to lower the rate of accumulation even more.
5G uses high frequency electromagnetic radiation designed to speed up the internet and connect
things, like household appliances. However, 5G’s
more ominous purpose is pervasive: industrial automation, like driverless trucks. According to Physicians for Safe Technology, who are calling for a
moratorium on its deployment, 5G is harmful to
people and threatens many species of insects with
extinction. 5G radiation, unlike earlier generations,
doesn’t pass through the body but stops at the skin,
where it induces heat and cell damage. It is already
deployed by the military as a crowd control weapon.
With their racist dehumanization of the
“other” and fabricating external enemies, a
tiny minority of capitalists, with help from
their ideologues and war planners, want to
turn attention away from themselves as the
real source of misery—namely, capitalist science driving more and more people into irrelevance and precarious existence. The present
unity of economic and war policy is an absolute threat to life.
Against it there is a reach for something new
whether in thousands of Chinese rank-and-file
strikes against Chinese and global capital’s sweated
labor, or in strikes against the hothouse computerdriven Amazon delivery system. Opposition takes
many forms, as in the present wave of teachers’
strikes in the U.S., exposing the scarce resources going to education that abuses teachers and truncates
the development of a whole generation. (See “Oakland, Chicago—teachers strike!” p. 3.)
Whatever the mode of resistance, the present
total threat to humanity demands projecting the
absolute opposite of globalized capitalist production.
That is not a nationalist retrenchment, but rather
an overcoming of what Marx called the lie of having
one basis for science and another for life.
—Ron Kelch
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Pipeline tragedy

Family and friends mourning one of those killed in the pipeline
explosion in Tlahuelilpan.

Mexico City—The horrendous oil pipeline explosion in Tlahuelilpan, Mexico, which killed over 100
campesinos and injured many more, has shaken all
of Mexico. This was a tragedy long in the making.
In 1938 President Lázaro Cárdenas nationalized the oil industry. But oil has never been under
the control of Mexico’s masses. El huachicoleo (the
robbing of oil from pipelines) has occurred for decades. One Tlahuelilpan resident said, “They do it
out of necessity, because of hunger. There’s no work
here, and people earn very little farming.”
Recently the oil taps, now under the control of organized criminal gangs, have risen
exponentially to over 10,000 a year. The tapped
oil is worth some 65 billion pesos. This could
not happen without the complicity of workers and administrators in the state oil company PEMEX, elements in the army charged
with guarding the pipelines, and government
administrators who ignore the robbery of
Mexico’s natural resources.
El huachicoleo is almost an identical twin to the
narco-trafficking that has deeply wounded our country. They each expose the nature of Mexico’s ruling
elites and their enforcers over decades.

TLAHUELILPAN AND RURAL MEXICO

The citizens of Tlahuelilpan and other rural communities in Hidalgo and Puebla see the oil
pipelines cross their territory with “black gold”
while they struggle to exist. The six municipalities
of Puebla are part of the Red Triangle of huachicol where 70-80% of the population live in poverty.
For decades federal and state governments
ignored these communities. This created
space for criminal gangs to “milk” the oil from
pipelines, coercing people to go along with it,
providing illegal jobs where no legal ones exist. These jobs have the ever-present danger of
fires, explosions and death. They also promise
gasoline at a bargain even as the price of gasoline skyrockets.
Where previous governments had at best ignored el huachicoleo, President López Obrador, with
his pledge to fight corruption, decided to confront it.
The gangs retaliated by increasing the tapping of oil
pipes. Then came the tragedy at Tlahuelilpan.
To his credit Obrador immediately went to Tlahuelilpan. He didn’t blame the victims, noting that
they acted out of necessity. He implemented a government aid program, but only for some.

LIMITS OF OBRADOR’S ANTI-CORRUPTION

But where are the funds to make a difference in
these communities? Some have been promised money and services, but not those in the Red Triangle.
Can aid, instituted top-down from the government,
make a difference? Self-determination for these
communities—as the Zapatistas have practiced—is
not discussed. Autonomy cannot be instituted from
above by the government, but needs to come from
the self-organizing of the communities. For that, social movements are needed.
Obrador’s project is an acceptance of
capitalism. He is opposed to vulgar neoliberal excesses, and is willing to have more state
regulation and private-state joint projects.
But central to his program is his acceptance
of extractive capitalism. He has never challenged capitalism’s premise of production and
more production, of the exploitation of human
labor power as the basis of society’s development. His program leaves no room for human
liberation.
Tlahuelilpan is not only a human tragedy, but
an indication of our social reality. The only way to
overcome that reality, the contradictions we live under—corruption, despoliation of the land, displacement of original peoples, lack of meaningful work
for millions, sexism and racism—is through social
transformation: a dual movement of destroying the
old social order and constructing a new one.
It is a revolution in action and in thought that
does not come from above, but from social movements in unity with working out a philosophy of human emancipation. Anything less will be unable to
uproot corruption, overthrow class society with its
sexism and racism (that is, capitalism), and open the
door to genuine freedom.
—Marxist-Humanist
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WORLD IN VIEW

Rise of Far Right threatens ‘Europe’
as the despised “Other” to European workers. Take
away the immigrants—as Salvini and his neofascist
colleagues fully intend to do—and this racist logic
reveals itself as the old formula for the rule of capital
over labor.

by Gerry Emmett

Dennis Jarvis flickr.com/photos/archer10/10481408215/

The Far Right threatens to make significant
gains in the European Parliament elections this
May—some say they may
gain up to a quarter or
WHY WE FIGHT
more of the seats in BrusThese
reactionary
sels, enough to change
forces must be defeated.
the dynamic of the EuThey have grown on the
ropean Union. This was
fields of genocide, and
the spur to a group of
they will bring the seeds
30 prominent intellectuof world war with them
als and artists to publish
into the halls of power.
an open letter, “Fight for
For those of us
Europe—or the wreckers
who have fought this
will destroy it.”
threat as it developed
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ed by French philosopher
1989, it is deeply movBernard
Henri-Levy,
One of several monuments in Mostar, Bosnia, in remembrance of the
ing to see the name of
they make this urgent
horrors of war.
Bosnian poet Abdulah
but rather too vague decSidran as a signatory
laration: “Unless something changes; unless something comes along to turn
to the open letter. We remember and honor
back the rising, swelling, insistent tide; unless a new
him for the defense of multi-ethnic Sarajevo
spirit of resistance emerges, these elections promise
against fascism.
to be the most calamitous that we have known.”
It was that struggle that prefigures this moment, as we always knew that it would—it is why we
THE ROOTS OF REACTION
That “something” begs many questions, not
least: What is the root of Europe’s current crisis? It
surely isn’t enough to call upon an “idea of Europe”
without specifying the content of that idea, including the negativity, the self-critique, that could give it
life and power.
The Far Right has articulated its own critique of the current European Union. Italy’s
Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini has said,
“The elections will be a referendum between
the Europe of the elites, of banks, of finance, of
immigration and precarious work; and the Europe of people and labor. Our project consists
in creating an international alliance of populists, which for me is a compliment.”
It is obscene that Salvini makes an amalgam of
banks and the desperate immigrants who have fled
war and oppressive regimes, and then presents both

Trump-Kim summit

The second summit meeting between Trump
and North Korea’s Kim Jong-un, in Hanoi on Feb. 27,
ended without any new agreement. But it achieved
what it aimed for as theater.
What Trump is aiming at, in cultivating
Kim, is to send a message that world capitalism can be stabilized on the basis of strongman
authoritarianism, of which Kim is the most extreme example. From a ruling class point of
view, this isn’t necessarily a stupid idea.
However, the utter impossibility of it succeeding
for any length of time was demonstrated during the
summit itself by the exchange of fire by two authoritarian nuclear powers, India and Pakistan, over
Kashmir—which continues, and threatens countless
millions of lives.

Haitians rise up against corruption

“[Haiti] has taught the world the danger of slavery and the value of liberty. In this respect she has
been the greatest of all our modern teachers.”
—Frederick Douglass

Hundreds of thousands of Haitians took to the
streets Feb. 7, calling for the resignation of President
Jovenel Moise. People are enraged at rising prices
for food, gas, and other necessities, which have more
than doubled in recent months.
At least seven demonstrators were killed in protests that lasted over two weeks.

LONG-STANDING SCANDALS
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This uprising has come against a longsimmering background of anger at government corruption that has resulted in the waste or disappearance of billions of dollars in international aid and
potential investment funds. Haiti has seen protests,
year after year, over this scandal, which includes the
misuse of $3.8 billion in Venezuelan loans.
The corruption in Haiti is hardly unique. It mirrors the corruption that has been rife across Latin
America, as with the multinational scandals sur-

rounding Brazil’s Petrobras oil and Odebrecht construction giants, or the bolibourgeoisie’s plundering
of Venezuela’s state-owned PDVSA oil firm.
The centuries of racist oppression visited upon
Haitians for daring to achieve the world’s first successful revolution against slavery, and the resulting
dire poverty, simply make it worse.

DEMANDING AN ACCOUNTING

The people’s indignation isn’t only directed at
the current administration. Haitians are demanding an accounting from past administrations as well.
The protests also have a class content that has seen
the symbolic torching of some of the $150,000 SUVs
driven by the wealthy elite.
These vehicles are driven through poor
neighborhoods where the average income is
$350 per year, and people receive only 87% of
the minimum daily requirement of calories.
It can be said Haiti has embodied the conscience
of the modern world. The Haitian struggle for justice
continues and will, as Douglass said, “like the star of
the north...shine on forever.”

saw Bosnia as more than just a political event, but
as a philosophic category necessary for understanding reality.

WHAT HAS TO BE SEEN

In 1995, while under fascist siege, Sidran wrote:
“I am in a state of permanent disappointment with
the West. There is a quality of evil here that has to
be seen. Bosnia is like planet Earth. If Bosnia is
senseless, then the planet is senseless too.”
The failure of European intellectuals and
politicos to comprehend the meaning of the
Bosnian struggle has given the Far Right much
of its power. The intellectuals sadly repeated
this failure in regard to the Syrian Revolution.
In truth, there has never been an innocent Europe. The reality of colonialism, racism, and genocide has always co-existed with its civilization.
What inheres within the “idea of Europe” that
can destroy fascism as idea and reality is the humanism that became its internal critique, Marx’s
humanism, its innermost, most objective moment of
life and spirit through which freedom exists.

Prisoners of Rukban

In the Rukban camp along the Jordan/Syria
border, at least 41,000 displaced Syrians, including
women and children, are suffering the ravages of
winter weather, hunger, lack of medicine, and the
terror of being threatened by the forces of the genocidal Bashar al-Assad regime.
Many are from Homs, which was a center of the
revolution. Their fate is being negotiated by the occupying U.S. and Russian forces. U.S. forces have a
base only a few miles east of the camp.
A common desire is to have safe passage to
join other Free Syrians in the north.
These people, displaced by both the Assad regime and ISIS, would be put in great jeopardy if they
return to their home villages—as Russia is pressing
for by claiming to open “humanitarian corridors”
that might deliver them into the hands of the regime.
The refugees’ refusal to fall for this scheme is a
revolutionary act. It is an insistence on survival. It is
profoundly human. The reprisals visited upon those
who remained in Daraa or East Ghouta demonstrate
its wisdom.

Netanyahu’s peril

Israel’s reactionary Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud Party faces serious opposition in
upcoming elections in April. He is also facing legal
peril over charges of fraud, bribery, and breach of
trust over trading political favors.
In response, he has allied with the fascist
Jewish Strength party, disciples of Meir Kahane. Kahane followers included mass murderer Baruch Goldstein, who killed 29 Arabs
at the Mosque of the Patriarch in 1994, and Yigal Amir, assassin of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin. This alliance has crossed a line for
many former supporters.
Read today, horrifyingly, Kahane’s 1981 racist
anti-Arab manifesto They Must Go, where he wrote
“a man needs to dwell in his own land...where the
state represents his national and cultural aspirations,” fits pretty easily into bourgeois politics today.
It could be Trump, Modi, Putin, Salvini, Bolsonaro,
or Xi Jinping speaking.

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES

Who We Are And What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees is an
organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has
always stood for the abolition of capitalism,
both in its private property form as in the
U.S., and in its state property form calling
itself Communist, which appeared as the
Russian Revolution was transformed into
its opposite. That retrogression anticipated
the next stage of development—the age of
state-capitalism. We stand for a society of
new human relations, what Marx called a
new Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in 1955,
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes
against automation and the Montgomery
Bus Boycott against segregation—activities
which signaled a new movement from practice that was itself a form of theory. News
& Letters was created so that the voices of
revolt could be heard unseparated from the
articulation of a philosophy of liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987),
founder of the body of ideas of MarxistHumanism, was Chairwoman of News and
Letters Committees from its founding to
1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983), a Black
rank-and-file autoworker, author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983.

The articulation of the relationship between the movement from practice which
is itself a form of theory and the movement
from theory to philosophy is reflected in
Dunayevskaya’s three major works.
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today (1958), established the American
roots of Marxism while presenting a comprehensive attack on present-day Communism, which is a form of state-capitalism. It
re-established Marxism in its original form
as “a thorough-going Naturalism or Humanism,” while pointing to the new Humanist
philosophy expressed by the working class.
It presented history and theory as emanating from the movement from practice.
Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the integrality of philosophy and
revolution as the characteristic of the age
and, tracing it historically, caught the link of
continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As
against the vanguard party, the integration of
dialectics and organization reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age and the passion
for a philosophy of liberation.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) ex-

plores Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a continent of thought and of revolution in his youth to the “new moments”
of his last decade. Written for our time of
revolutions in developing countries, the
rise of the international women’s liberation
movement, and global economic crisis, it
reveals the absolute challenge to make real
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the
determinant for the relationship of theory
and practice and as ground for organization.
These works spell out the philosophic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard
(1963, 1983) concretizes it on the American
scene and shows the two-way freedom road
between the U.S. and Africa.
In 1989 News and Letters Committees published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953
philosophic breakthrough—her two letters
on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of
Marxist-Humanism.
This body of ideas challenges all those
desiring freedom to transcend the limitations of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the
crises of our nuclear-armed world, climate
change, and failed revolutions, it becomes

imperative not only to reject what is, but
to further work out the revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the present. The
recreation of Marx’s philosophy as MarxistHumanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s
archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World
Development, deposited at Wayne State University in Detroit and available to all.
We aim to continue to develop
Marxist-Humanism and make it available
to all who struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have adopted a
committee form of organization rather than
any elitist party “to lead.”
We participate in all class and freedom
struggles, nationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states:
“It is our aim…to promote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and other
minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals who have broken with the ruling
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We
do not separate mass activities from the activity of thinking.
Send for a free copy of the Constitution
of News and Letters Committees or see it
on our website: www.newsandletters.org.

