NEWS LETTERS
Hooray! News & Letters is back in print!

&

“Human power is its own end”—Karl Marx

Caucasus war concerns
all of humanity

The warfare that broke out between Armenia and
Azerbaijan in late September, over the disputed region
of Nagorno-Karabakh, took the lives of thousands of soldiers, and hundreds of innocent civilians, on both sides.
Hundreds more civilians
were injured. It was the most
intense round of fighting
since 1994, when war over
the territory broke out between the former Soviet Republics.
Formal hostilities ended Nov. 9 in a ceasefire
agreement by Azerbaijan’s President Ilhan Aliyev,
Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, and
Russian President Vladimir Putin—Russian troops
are supposed to guarantee the “peace.”
As Marxist-Humanists, we support the anti-war forces on both sides, like the youth who stated: “It is long due
that we, Azerbaijani and Armenian youth, take the resolution of the outdated conflict into our hands. It should
no longer be the prerogative of the men in suits, whose
aim is the accumulation of capital, both economic and political, and not the conflict’s resolution.”
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Black-led revolt ensures defeat
of Trump’s racist campaign
by Franklin Dmitryev

Spontaneous celebrations broke out across the U.S.
on Nov. 7 when Joe Biden was declared the winner of the
presidential election. It was less the victory of the Democratic ticket that was celebrated than the defeat of Donald Trump’s grab for permanent one-party white minor-

WAR AS TRAGEDY AND CRIME

Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally recognized as
belonging to Azerbaijan, but is populated mainly by Armenians, more so since mutual pogroms in 1994 expelled
hundreds of thousands of Azerbaijanis and Armenians
from their homes.
This year’s slaughter was not based on “ancient ethnic hatreds,” as is so often claimed for today’s regional
conflicts. Rather, it is a product of the prospect for regional peace that had opened with the 2018 Armenian Revolution and subsequent national election that brought
Pashinyan to power.
That election shut out the parties of the Armenian oligarchs and the most militant nationalists,
the Republican Party and the Armenian Revolutionary Federation. Both Pashinyan and Aliyev
had previously put forth reasonable positions for a
negotiated settlement. Following the carnage, the
current ceasefire agreement looks much like those
proposals, with Azerbaijan regaining control of its
territories that were occupied by Armenia in 1994
and Nagorno-Karabakh retaining a degree of autonomy.
Yet this is hardly a settlement. It remains hostage
to those “men in suits” who offer the world nothing but
continuing war. For many reasons, the world should pay
more attention to this regional conflict.

PAYMASTERS AND MAD SCIENTISTS

The Armenian oligarchs take profits from NagornoKarabakh, from resource extraction to organized crime,
including human trafficking, drugs, and weapons. They
wish to regain their political power. The Russian mafia, Iranian Revolutionary Guards, and Azeri criminal
groups have also all profited from the regional conflict.
Iran’s regime was placed in a difficult position, balancing between its support of Armenia and its oppressed
and rebellious Azeri minority that staged a brief uprising
in Tabriz, Iran.
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan also
bears responsibility. Aside from providing military
aid to Azerbaijan, he has used appeals to ethnic
and religious bigotry that recall the horrors of the
Armenian genocide. Whatever humane or Muslim
conscience he may have possessed has been rotted
away by his drive to power and betrayal of the Syrian Revolution—as illustrated by revelations that
the Turkish state-owned Halkbank laundered money for the genocidal Iranian regime as it slaughtered Syrians and Iranian oppositionists alike.
U.S. and Russian imperialism are allied to both sides
continued on p. 12
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At the Women’s March, Washington DC, Oct. 17. Photo by Victoria Pickering
https://www.flickr.com/photos/vpickering/50500658398/

ity rule and the termination of his viciously racist, sexist,
xenophobic, homophobic regime.
The celebrations replaced days of marches opposing
Trump’s maneuvers to steal the election. Still, for over
a week he continued his coup attempt, even after it had
utterly failed. Busy spreading lies, the Trump administration did nothing about the COVID-19 pandemic’s skyrocketing third wave. It threatens to overwhelm hospitals
and health workers and kill another 200,000 people in the
U.S. and 1.5 million worldwide by March 2021.
Nevertheless, Trump amassed over 73 million votes,
and would likely have won if his reign of depredation
had not been destabilized by his disastrous handling of
the pandemic and the Black-led multiracial revolt that
spread to every corner of the country after the police murder of George Floyd.
Racism and the resistance to it permeated the
election, from the Trump campaign’s appeal to
white supremacy to the outpouring of Black organizing and votes, especially in places like Detroit,
Atlanta, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. That outpouring was energized by the revolt.
Grave questions remained about where the U.S. and
the world are heading. Even if Biden frees scientific disease experts from political interference, the mishandling
of the pandemic has already done tremendous damage,
including widespread disinformation. Movements from
below will be challenged to resist the calls for “unity”
under the capitalist umbrella and to continue to deepen
their revolt against a “return to normal.” At the same
time, Trump, Trumpism, and the far Right have not gone
away. Just the tip of the iceberg is seen in the smaller
crowds absurdly claiming that the election has been sto-
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len, sometimes chanting “Stop the vote” and “Stop the
count,” when the actual voter suppression was targeted
at young people, Black and Latinx people and Native
Americans.

ASSAULTS ON VOTERS AND ELECTIONS

In a country that already makes it much harder to
vote than in other “democracies,” Trump and his
party redoubled their multifaceted assaults on
universal voting and their war to disrupt and delegitimize the election, and maintain minority power
with a white male capitalist face. They showed that
they were perfectly willing to destroy democracy
and start a civil war in the process.
Trump was never running to win a majority, and this year gave up on the idea of
even winning the electoral college without
disrupting the election, despite having the
advantage of the normal kinds of disenfranchisement baked into this so-called democracy from its founding.
The undemocratic electoral college—without
which Trump, like George W. Bush before him,
never stood a chance of winning—was inscribed in
the Constitution by agreement of the ruling classes
from the North who distrusted democracy and from
the South who were defending the institution of slavery.
After the Civil War and Reconstruction, which
brought the South its first taste of democracy, institutionalized voter suppression became ingrained under Jim
Crow. The modern Republican Party took over those techniques, added more, and refined them with the latest bigdata computer technology.1
A central element was disenfranchisement of
people convicted of felonies, together with the system of mass incarceration, in which the Democratic Party and its standard-bearer Joe Biden have
been complicit.
Trump openly tried to stir up white supremacist and
far-Right groups when he called on the Proud Boys to
“stand by,” which they took as a call to arms. By mid-November nothing more than isolated incidents of violence
had materialized despite Trump and his administration’s
nonstop inflammatory lies, but that does not mean they
are a spent force. The surge in far-Right organizing, activity and violence during the Trump years indicates that, if
he had won, they would have taken it as open season on
“Communists” and people of color.

RIGHT-WING TERRORISM ADVANCES

The Trump era began with massive protests and
resistance against his violent racist, sexist moves. With
encouragement from Trump and his allies like Steve
Bannon and Stephen Miller, the far Right reacted with
such events as the fascist “Unite the Right” march in
1. See “Trump re-election battles concentrate system’s myriad
crises” (News & Letters online statement, October 2020) for a
fuller account of the many forms of voter suppression used in
2020.

continued on p. 10

Polish women’s revolutionary moment
by Terry Moon

While what is happening in Poland may not be a
revolution, it most certainly is revolutionary. Women are
leading a movement that is not only protesting the Catholic Church’s inhuman attack on women’s freedom, but is
as well mounting a deep challenge to the fascist-leaning
Polish government.
For over two weeks, beginning on Oct. 23, 100,000
protesters, most of them women and a great many in their
teens and early 20s, marched in cities throughout Poland
including Warsaw, Krakow, Wroclaw, Szczecin, Lodz, and
others.

‘I THINK, I FEEL, I DECIDE’

They chanted “I think, I feel, I decide!” protesting a
Constitutional Tribunal court ruling making it unconstitutional to terminate a pregnancy where “prenatal tests
or other medical indications indicate a high probability
of severe and irreversible fetal impairment or an incurable life-threatening disease.”1 The inhumanity of such
1. “The price of choice-the fight over abortion in Poland/photo essay,” by Shaun Walker, The Guardian, Oct. 23, 2020.

a law is clear from the words of ruling Law and Justice
(PiS) party leader, Jaroslaw Kaczynski,2 who revealed his
fanatical position in 2016: “We will strive to ensure that
even pregnancies which are very difficult, when a child
is sure to die, is severely deformed, end with the mother
giving birth so the child can be baptized, buried, and have
a name.” That cruel attempt at controlling women’s lives
led to one of the largest demonstrations in Polish history.
The demonstrations this past month were larger still.
So militant, determined, and thoughtful are
the women’s protests that they threaten the government because they represent the peoples’ anger
and disgust at how the PiS has been moving Poland
towards fascism—the illegal stacking of the Constitutional Tribunal court with party hacks being just
one example.
Poland’s leaders recognize a revolutionary moment
when it appears. That is why—under the pretext of the
2. “Poland Is Trying to Make Abortion Dangerous, Illegal, and
Impossible,” by Madeline Roache, FP News, Jan. 8, 2020.
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stronger. They had already staged a nationwide strike on
Oct. 28, where up to 400,000 people protested in over 400
cities across Poland.6 They continued to defy the ban on
public gatherings and marched on the Parliament; they
blocked traffic in 50 cities; vandalized church buildings;
staged sit-ins at cathedrals with coat hangers to remind
all of what happens to women when abortions are illegal;
marched down church aisles dressed as handmaids in red
cloaks;7 and interrupted masses.
Grupa Stonewall,8 an LGBTQ+ group, posted
a video of a protest at a church in Poznan, chanting “We’ve had enough!” Women hung posters on
church walls and fences, labeling them as “Women’s
Hell,” and picturing crucified pregnant women.
As protest participant Emma Herdzik said: “Now
it’s not really just about abortion, it’s a protest about
the loss of humanity”; while 19-year-old student Julka
Wojciechowska said: “I am so furious! They have no right
to decide about my life, about my personal decisions,
about my future. They don’t understand young people.
They don’t understand the world now, but they are trying
to regulate our lives. We will never allow that.”

thinking that the government’s step back on imposing the
draconian abortion law is permanent. Women know the
law—which was halted by not publishing it in an official
journal—could be changed at a moment’s notice. What
these protests reveal is a society led by women ready to
challenge a theocratic fanatical government that aims to
rule the people’s bodies and lives. The idea of revolution
and freedom is not far behind.
—Terry Moon

Polish women’s revolutionary moment
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COVID-19 pandemic—they pulled out all their tricks,
calling this freedom movement “Left-wing fascism.”3
Kaczynski screamed at opposition lawmakers, “You are
destroying Poland. You are exposing a lot of people to

Women protesting anti-abortion law blockade a road in Kraków, Poland,
Oct. 26, 2020. Photo: Franciszek Vetulani

death, you are criminal!”

FEAR OF REVOLUTION LEADS TO REPRESSION

Not satisfied with siccing the police on women protesters, he called on his followers to defend churches
“at any cost.” Thus, on Oct. 29 the neo-fascist All-Polish
Youth4 attacked women in Wroclaw, Poznan and Bialystok. Fellow fascist Robert Bakiewicz5 said his followers
would form a “Catholic self-defense” force, a “national
guard” to confront what he dubbed “neo-Bolshevik revolutionaries.” He continued, “If necessary, we will crush
them to dust and destroy this revolution.”
The results were that women protesters were
kicked, beaten, thrown down stairs and stomped
on. Police fired tear gas into crowds; thugs had
knives and clubs; and in Warsaw a car plowed into
two women protesters, sending one to the hospital.
On Oct. 30, after seven days of protests and fearing
that the situation would get out of control, Poland’s rightwing President, Andrzej Duda, proposed allowing abortions if the fetus would die before or after birth, but for no
other “incurable life-threatening disease.” Such a ridiculous compromise changed nothing.

WOMEN KEEP ON FIGHTING

The President’s feeble proposal made the women

3. “Poland deploys riot police as pro-abortion protests continue
for seventh day,” Euronews with the Associated Press, Oct. 29,
2020.
4. “Polish president changes stance on abortion rights amid widespread protests,” by Associated Press, ABC News, Oct. 29, 2020.
5. “Polish Women Lead Strike Over Abortion Ruling Amid
Threats of Crackdown,” by Marc Santora, Monika Pronczuk &
Anatol Magdziarz, The New York Times, Oct 28, 2020.

A VICTORY: LAW IS POSTPONED INDEFINITELY

As of Nov. 11, 2020, so unstoppable were the women
that they forced the government to indefinitely postpone
implementing the law. The demonstrations lasted for two
weeks—with over a million in the streets each night—creating the largest outpouring of people since the collapse of
Communism in 1989.9
Marta Lempart, a member of “the grassroots
women’s movement Ogólnopolski Strajk Kobiet
(OSK, or All-Polish Women’s Strike)”10 said, “I think
it is a whole backlash against a patriarchal culture, against the patriarchal state, against the fundamentalist religious state, against the state that
treats women really badly.” OSK is also demanding expanded rights for LGBTQ+ people as well
as women, universal healthcare, the separation of
church and state and the independence of the judiciary. And 38-year-old Maria Kowalczyk put it succinctly to The Guardian: “Society has had enough.
Forcing a mother to give birth to a baby without an
organ is simply insane.”
No one, least of all Polish women, are fooled into
6. “Pro-choice supporters hold biggest-ever protest against Polish
Government,” by Christian Davies, The Guardian, Oct. 30, 2020.
7. “Women’s groups lead more protests over Poland abortion law,”
by Monika Scislowska, Associated Press, CP 24, Oct. 26, 2020.
8. “Polish women bring abortion restriction protests to churches,”
by Vanessa Gera, Associated Press, Daily Herald, Oct. 25, 2020
9. “Poland Delays Near-Total Ban on Abortion ,” by Monika Pronczuk, The New York Times, Nov. 12, 2020.
10. “‘A backlash against a patriarchal culture’: How Polish protests go beyond abortion rights,” by Jon Henley & Kasia Strek,
The Guardian, Nov. 6, 2020.

Review: Women Are Blamed for Everything
by Adele

Dr. Jessica Taylor had worked with girls and women
subjected to male violence and sexual abuse for 11 years
in the criminal justice system, domestic violence and rape
crisis centers, and the mental health system before writing Women Are Blamed for Everything: Exploring the Victim Blaming of Women Subjected to Violence and Trauma
(Lulu.com, April 15, 2020).
A survivor herself, she was horrified at how
each victim was always blamed in some way although it was never her fault, even internalizing
self-blame. The male perpetrator usually received
less blame and a light sentence if he received one
at all.
This book, her thesis for her PhD in Psychology,
draws upon previous studies to examine the many origins
of victim blaming. It also draws upon her study asking
female survivors open-ended questions about their reactions to various examples of sexual assault stories. She
interviewed some of the participants and allowed them
all to continue to review and have input into the study.

HOW MYTHS SPREAD AND BLAME

Taylor debunks myths about rape and sexual abuse,
describing how each is used to blame the victim. She explains the origins of these myths in patriarchy and how
they are spread through cultures, religions, mass media,
pornography, criminal justice and education systems,
social care services, and mental health systems. She describes psychological factors playing into the spread of
the myths, such as belief in a just world, gender stereotypes, racism, and both individualist and collectivist societies. Victims have difficulty confiding in their family
and friends, reporting to the police, and going to therapy
because all of them usually apply victim-blaming myths
to the victim’s situation.
Delving into the psychological effects of these
myths on the victim, Taylor describes how women
and girls internalize self-blame. Psychologists theorize victims internalize blame to regain a sense of
control over the situation and feel they can prevent
future assaults.
Taylor found this defense mechanism made them
feel out of control from overthinking, some saying they
felt they were “going crazy.” She describes a woman who
stopped hugging friends and another who gave up her ca-
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reer as a ballet dancer and dyed her hair black. Their
internalized beliefs that they had to change something
about themselves or their behavior, damaged their lives
and failed to prevent future attacks.

CRITIQUING WAYS TO STOP RAPE AND BLAME

Taylor has important insights into how our current
attempts to prevent sexual
assault and heal its victims
are counterproductive. Educational programs are currently misused in misguided
attempts to help women already in abusive situations.
She discovered that victims
are aware they are being repeatedly raped, even though
society does not view it as
“real” rape. The education
does not help them stop
the continuing abuse.
Prevention programs teach selfdefense or assertiveness. Women are blamed for
not fighting back when, in reality, 70% are unable
to speak or move during the rape, possibly as an
instinctive response by the body to reduce injury.
In the mental health system, normal responses to
trauma are viewed and medicated as mental health
issues, just as in earlier times they were viewed as
demonic possession.
The concept of Child Sexual Exploitation is defined
as the sexual abuse of a child “in exchange for something
the child needs or wants,” when children are groomed
into abuse and do not have the agency to “consent.” Taylor also discovered victims are aware of rape myths and
their origins in a misogynist society but still struggled to
reject victim-blaming from people in their lives and society along with internalized self-blame.
Taylor describes following in the footsteps of radical
feminists who investigated and changed society around
these issues. Hopefully, there will be a future investigation into how society grooms men into committing sexual
violence. This book is already very influential, and Taylor
is creating many new programs for healing survivors and
educating the public.

Protesters wearing red underwear around their knees demonstrate
against a rape ruling by a court in Peru. Photo: @ica.feminista/Newsflash

by Artemis

In November, women surrounded a courthouse in Ica,
Peru, and marched in the capital, Lima, to protest the
court’s acquittal of a rapist. The court claimed the woman
could not have been raped because her red underwear
meant she was “prepared or willing” to have sex with the
rapist. Many protesters wrapped red underwear around
their legs, and some held signs with photos of the judges.
Signs read, “Listen up, judges. Don’t use my underwear
to justify rape” and “Lace is just lace, it’s not an insinuation.” Protesters chanted the song “A Rapist in Your
Path,” which includes the lyrics, “The fault was not mine,
nor where I was, nor what I was wearing” and “the patriarchy is a judge that judges us for being born.”
* * *
Due to the efforts of a volunteer research team, the
Forgotten Women of Wakefield Project, Mary Heaton
received a Blue Plaque in November. It is a British historical marker linking a location with a famous person,
event or building. Since most plaques celebrate men, the
Project is dedicated to making the number of women’s
plaques achieve parity with them by 2028. After Heaton interrupted a vicar’s sermon, calling him a thief for
not paying her for his daughter’s music lessons, a court
judged her “insane.” Her plaque is at the site of a former
lunatic asylum where she spent most of her incarceration, lasting the remaining 41 years of her life. Project
member Sarah Cobham stated, “Women were deemed
dangerous and insane during the 1830s for all sorts of
reasons, none of which had anything to do with their actual mental health but...with the lack of their perceived
‘womanly attributes.’” Heaton coped with this trauma by
creating her own art therapy of needlework samplers of
writing describing her life, now in a collection at the Mental Health Museum.
* * *
In 2015 in Sicily, Osas Egbon started the organization
Women of Benin City to support survivors of prostitution,
most of whom, like herself, were trafficked to the capital city of Palermo from the Edo state of Nigeria. Since
then, the number of women trafficked there has doubled.
Most are forced to swear “juju” oaths to spiritual priests
that they will pay off a debt supposedly owed to traffickers, not report them to police, and obey their “mamas”
(brothel madams). They are told harm will come to them
or their families if they break their oaths. Egbon gained
their trust when she got a traditional priest to curse the
traffickers, which was announced on posters in Palermo.
She said many Italians want to help but are hindered by
anti-migrant sentiment.
* * *
In October, in Egypt, the Cairo Criminal Court began
hearings on a male university student from a wealthy,
influential family. Hundreds of women worldwide gave
anonymous testimonials on social media that he and
another young man are serial rapists, pressuring a government investigation. Mozn Hassan, head of Nazra for
Feminist Studies, stated, “Egypt is on fire for more than
three months talking about different incidents in different sections and layers [of society].” Speaking out against
the widespread sexual abuse and blame of women is dangerous, and survivors and witnesses of rape can be arrested and face extreme social stigma. Activists state that,
rather than teaching girls to always be careful, boys need
to be raised to view women as human beings.

Readers – Share your solidarity
struggles and learn about others’
in each issue of News & Letters.
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go to newsandletters.org
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Uber and Lyft put drivers in peonage
with the passage of Proposition 22

After a game of chicken that cost more than $200 million, voters in California balked and approved Proposition
22, which will allow app-based transportation and delivery sector employers to keep classifying their employees
as private contractors. This means they will not have to
offer workers any of the benefits afforded to employeeclassified workers under state law.
Up to the eve of the presidential election, Uber and
Lyft had threatened drivers and passengers that they
would close up shop in the state if their measure failed
to pass. They also padded the measure with piecemeal
concessions like a lump sum healthcare stipend and guaranteed wage in order to confuse voters.

PLANS TO UNDERCUT MINIMUM WAGE

Yet, Harry “Rideshare Guy” Campbell explained
how the companies’ computer algorithms might easily let
payroll departments shirk even these lackluster commitments: “If the companies flood the app with drivers and
you don’t get any rides, the minimum wage is useless, and
there’s no bargaining or structural aspect that prevents
them from giving drivers benefits and then just lowering
rates in the future.” (Sacramento Bee)
In this year of a lethal airborne pandemic, some
workers who were able to find and keep a job became dependent on ridesharing apps like Uber and
Lyft for their transportation needs. People without
cars who want to go on a casual trip have faced
buses and trains that say “essential travel only.”
Now, in return for accepting the ballot measure to
keep ridesharing apps in operation, passengers are going to keep encountering drivers who don’t have straightforward healthcare coverage and who must compromise
their immune systems by working ever longer hours because of the low rate of pay.

P.O. workers thwart
Trump’s vote thefts

Chicago—Postal workers were at the front line of resistance to Trump’s rigging of the November 3 election. It
was postal workers who brought to light the dismantling
of high-speed sorting machines that Louis DeJoy ordered
shortly after Trump had had him installed in June.
It was postal workers who sabotaged efforts to con-

DOUBLE TAX FOR FAKE SELF-EMPLOYED

Lyft driver Edán Alva told Gig Workers Rising his
dilemma: “When you need to actually exist on this income
and pay things like health insurance, and just put food on
the table, and pay rent and all the other costs in the Bay
Area, it’s impossible to exist on a Lyft income.” Full-time
drivers must also set money aside every year to pay the
second half of the payroll tax, levied on anyone who is
classified as self-employed.
In October, drivers in San Francisco sued for a
court injunction to prevent Uber from forcing them
to read propaganda about Prop 22. For months,
Uber drivers had to scroll through a position paper about Prop 22 before signing on to the app
and starting work. After scrolling through Uber’s
screed, they had to press either “Yes on 22” or “Ok.”
Although there is no way to be sure unless Uber’s
algorithms are someday exposed, logic would suggest that the driver’s selection went on some kind
of virtual employee record. Electioneering by bosses in the workplace is illegal in California and most
other states, but ultimately the court swept this
abuse under the rug.
Now on the heels of their referendum victory, the gig
companies are hoping to campaign and lobby for similar
laws in other states and countries. After years of seeing
the ridesharing apps decimate taxi companies and significantly slash the ridership of public transit agencies,
other workers are bracing to see if the “gig economy” will
be able to overtake their own industry.

NEXT THREAT: SELF-DRIVING CARS

Capitalism’s declining rate of profit leads companies
to cut labor costs, such as throwing workers into the gig
economy wherever feasible—and beyond, considering that
the long-term plans of Uber and Lyft are to automate cars
and get rid of drivers altogether. Workers’ striving toward
a new and different vision are the potential counterbalance.
President-elect Joe Biden’s future appointees to the
National Labor Relations Board could signal his own attitude on economic issues and possibilities for federal intervention. Regardless of that, driver Mekela Edwards
is clear that worker activism won’t stop: “We went up
against Goliath, and Goliath had $204 million, but I don’t
think it’s wavered us as a collective. Our next step is to
continue to fight for what we believe is right,” she told
Salon.com.
—Buddy Bell
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‘Virtual’ teaching or
hazardous workplace

Lake County, Ill.—In my Illinois suburban/rural school
district the parents of the children I teach are mostly
Spanish-speaking low-income essential workers. Now we
teach remotely, from home. I’ve been working 10-17 hours
a day in front of a computer—including weekends.
The union is worse than the administration. A union
vice-president told us, “You’ll all have to work; you can’t
take a nap now,” because all resource and special education teachers have to record all their classroom time. We
are still learning the technology and there is little help
from the techno-wizard technology staff, now cut from
five people to three.

HAZARDOUS FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

In September, teachers had the option to teach in
their classrooms, but there is no way I would risk entering that building. The district got rid of a custodian; the
ventilation was never fixed; we had no personal protective
equipment; there were no hot meals. Instead, the custodian drops a bag of breakfast. At the end of every school
day teachers must do all the classroom sanitation. If a
child died, I would wonder: “Did I not clean well enough?”
On the third day of school, my six-year-old students
had their first formative assessment. The district wants
to “catch up on standardized testing.” This is so developmentally inappropriate! We should be caring for our children and their families. They have gone through so much!
If the parents have not had to work under unsafe conditions, they have been laid off. Some children have experienced the illness and death of loved ones. We should go
slow, show the children love, teach them to love learning,
read to them, have fun. Instead the six-year olds have a
two-hour block of English language arts in the morning,
and two hours of math in the afternoon, along with other
subjects like science and social studies.
Class sizes are 22 to 29 children. To track attendance
in virtual classrooms, every day, for every child in every
subject, teachers must “check for understanding” and record each child’s response. If a response is missing, the
child has a week to submit that work. The teacher has
to follow up on missing responses and, at the same time,
teach at grade level. The expectations for teachers are unimaginable. I never “see” one little boy because his screen
always shows the ceiling. One little girl missed classes
recently because her grandfather died of COVID-19.
The district emailed what they meant as an “inspirational quote” suggesting that teachers “be consumed, like
a candle, as they spread the flame of knowledge over their
students.” Sadly, this sums up our situation all too well.
—Erica

Workers oppose China’s forced labor camps

#SavethePostOffice rally on Aug. 22, 2020, in front of the Old Post Office
(now the Trump Hotel). Part of the nationwide protests organized by Walter
Shaub, former director of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics.
Photo: Victoria Pickering

tinue to clear out more machines after courts demanded
DeJoy halt the removals. In many places they had been
able to slow walk their orders to permanently reduce
other machines to scrap metal, despite DeJoy’s claims in
court that he could not restore the sorting machines because they had been destroyed.
Still, even defiant postal workers could not completely undo the intentional slowdown of delivery
to the polling places. The tip of the iceberg of undelivered ballots was the 300,000 that postal workers
identified that Judge Emmet Sullivan on Election
Day ordered to be inventoried and delivered. DeJoy
defied that order. It was fortunate that, because
of the attention that postal workers had drawn to
USPS obstruction, millions of voters with mail-in
ballots delivered them in person to drop boxes instead, but we will never know if Trump’s use of the
USPS for voter suppression led to re-election for
Sen. Joni Ernst in Iowa, where Des Moines postal
workers had first raised the alarm about removal
of sorting machines, or for Thom Tillis in North
Carolina. If so, the scheme likely kept Mitch McConnell in control of the Senate.
Now workers’ fight is for their own jobs. They face the
bankruptcy by design of the USPS, leading to its breakup
and piecemeal privatization to entities thirsting for the
cash cow that is its pension fund. Congressional Republicans in 2006 required the pre-payment of pension obligations 75 years ahead of time. Eliminating postal workers
and privatizing USPS would make all that funding available to Wall Street.
It is not as simple as relying on a Biden Administration to undo Trump’s appointment. Trump appointed a
majority of the USPS Board of Governors, which in face
of an avalanche of public condemnation of DeJoy’s blatant
attacks refused to remove him. Short of bringing DeJoy
to justice for lawbreaking, postal workers will have little
relief in opposing the plans of this holdover of the Trump
regime.
—Veteran Teamster

In late September, the House of Representatives responded to agitation from labor unions and human rights
groups demanding action against China’s incarceration
of the Uyghur population in Xinjiang for anti-Muslim indoctrination and forced labor by voting to prohibit broad
categories of imports from that “Autonomous Region” into
the U.S.
The Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act
would block imports from textiles to human hair,
even as production from labor camps holding over
one million Uyghurs has exploded in response to
hospitals and consumers in the U.S. desperate for
surgical masks and PPE.
Sanctions on imports from Xinjiang would leave gaping loopholes for products of forced labor to enter the U.S.
China has moved a half million agricultural workers in
Tibet into similar forced labor camps. And Uyghur forced
labor is not confined to slave labor camps in Xinjiang: At
least 80,000, have been forcibly moved into Pacific provinces like Fujian where they toil long hours at factories,
but are held in separate dormitories under guard.

up leaders and participants in the massive marches of
hundreds of thousands and even millions since last year.
After scheduled elections to the Legislative Council were
postponed until next year, authorities expelled four opposition members from the body. In response, 15 more members of the Legislative Council resigned, even as arrests of
march participants continue.
—Bob McGuire

Action of the House of Representatives, whether it
would have any effect on China’s repression of ethnic minorities or prove merely symbolic if it becomes law, is at
least in the tradition of union agitation a century ago to
exclude the products of child labor from interstate commerce—and there is evidence of child labor in Uyghur labor camps as well.
By contrast, Administration actions toward China,
like Trump unilaterally imposing tariffs (while begging
Chairman Xi to help him get re-elected), or Secretary
of State Pompeo calling on Muslim countries to line up
against China’s treatment of Uyghurs, seem more packaged for political effect at home in the U.S. They are even
further removed from the rank-and-file solidarity that
Uyghurs resisting the erasure of their lives and culture
deserve.

1. Title of publication: News & Letters 2. Publication no. 385420 3. Date of filing:
Sept. 27, 2020. 4. Issue frequency: Bi-monthly. 5. No. of issues published annually:
6. 6. Annual subscription price: $5.00 7. Location of known office of publication: 228
S. Wabash, Rm 230, Chicago, IL 60604. 8. Location of the headquarters or general
business offices of the publishers: 228 S. Wabash, Rm 230, Chicago, IL 60604 9.
Names and complete addresses of publisher: Franklin Dmitryev, 228 S. Wabash,
Rm 230, Chicago, IL 60604. Managing editor: Terry Moon, 228 S. Wabash, Rm 230,
Chicago, IL 60604. 10. Owner: News & Letters, an Illinois not-for-profit corporation,
228 S. Wabash, Rm 230, Chicago, IL 60604 11. Known bondholders, mortgagees
and other security holders owning or holding one percent or more of total amount
of bonds, mortgages or other securities: None 13. Publication title: News & Letters
14. Issue date for circulation data below: March 1, 2020 15. Extent and nature of
circulation:
Average No.
Actual No. Copies
Copies
of Single Issue
Each Issue During
Published NearPreceding 12 Mo.
est to Filing Date
A. TOTAL NO. COPIES PRINTED:
4,500
4,500
B. PAID CIRCULATION
1. Paid Outside-County Subscriptions
2,211
2,215
2. Paid In-County Subscriptions
20
21
3. Outside the mail
121
121
4. Other classes mailed through USPS
1,846
1,830
C. TOTAL PAID DISTRIBUTION
4,198
4,187
D. FREE DISTRIBUTION
1. Outside-county
2
12
2. In-county
0
0
3. Other classes through USPS
0
0
4. Outside the mail
0
0
E. TOTAL FREE DISTRIBUTION
2
12
F. TOTAL DISTRIBUTION
4,200
4,199
G. COPIES NOT DISTRIBUTED:
300
300
H. TOTAL
4,500
4,499
I. Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation 99.95%
99.71%
16. A. PAID ELECTRONIC COPIES
0
0
17. This Statement of Ownership will be printed in the November-December 2020
issue of this publication. 18. I certify that all information furnished on this form
is true and complete. I understand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading
information on this form or who omits material or information requested on the form
may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil
sanctions. Franklin Dmitryev, Business Manager. Sept. 27, 2020.

NEEDED LABOR SOLIDARITY

SUPPRESSION OF HONG KONG PROTESTERS

Oddly, there are opponents of the Xi regime, whether
among Western supporters of Uyghur rights or within
the Hong Kong democracy movement, who have looked
to Trump for support. They have illusions about Trump,
even though his allegiance is to one-party rulers for life
like Russia’s Vladimir Putin and Xi.
The National Security Law that Xi’s regime imposed
on Hong Kong on July 1 shattered any semblance of autonomy and freedom of speech for its citizens, and under its provisions Hong Kong authorities have rounded

How did the resistance in Hong Kong arise, and what
is the line from Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping?

Read: Philosophy and Revolution:
From Hegel to Sartre and
From Marx to Mao by Raya
Dunayevskaya (See page 7 to order)

Includes: Chapter 5, The Thought of Mao
Zedong
A. Discontinuities and Continuities
B. From Contradiction to Contradiction
to Contradiction C. Alienation and Revolution
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: This Political-Philosophic Letter
speaks to the need to return to philosophical roots at
times of deep crisis, including addressing the question of how to maintain independence when fighting
counter-revolution. Originally titled “Not So Random
Thoughts on: What Is Philosophy? What Is Revolution?
1789-1793; 1848-1850; 1914-1919; 1979,” the full letter can be found in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection,
#6004-6012. Footnotes were added by the editor.

I

It sounds so abstract, so easy to say, with Hegel,
that philosophy is the “thinking study of things” (para.
2).1 It surely sounds oversimplified to say, at one and the
same time, that “Nature has given everyone a faculty of
thought. But thought is all that philosophy claims as the
form proper to her process...” (para. 5). When, however,
you realize that this is the Introduction to the Encyclopaedia of the Philosophical Sciences; that it was written after the French Revolution, which made popular
an actual “permanent revolution”—no revolution is ever
its first act alone—you can begin, just begin to grasp the
meaning of Hegel’s expression, “second negativity.” Furthermore, Hegel had not found articulation that easy until after Phenomenology of Mind, until after the Science of
Logic, until after he tried to summarize all of his works,
including the 2,500-year history of philosophy. Then, of
course, you realize why, when Hegel is speaking of philosophy, it is not an abstraction, that even though he limits
it to thought and not activity, he can conclude in that very
same Introduction:
This divorce between idea and reality is a favorite device of the analytic understanding
in particular. Yet strangely in contrast with
this separatist tendency, its own dreams, halftruths though they are, appear to the understanding, something true and real; it prides
itself, on the imperative ‘ought’ which it takes
especial pleasure in prescribing on the field
of politics. As if the world had waited on it to
learn how it ought to be, and was not! (para. 6)
And that same paragraph further stresses that “the
Idea is not so feeble as merely to have a right or an obligation to exist without actually existing.”
When a new objective stage arose in 1844-1848 which
was proletarian, and not just semiproletarian as with the
enragés of the French Revolution, the young, new, revolutionary philosopher and activist, Marx, practiced Hegel’s
Idea of freedom by realizing it in an outright revolution.
He had told his young Hegelian friends who were becoming materialists: You cannot become a true new Humanist
by turning your back on Hegel because he was both bourgeois and idealist and because he limited the revolution to
a revolution in thought. The truth is that Hegel’s dialectic
was not just any idea, but the Idea of freedom, and must,
therefore, first be realized in an actual material way. We
must be specific and shout out loud who the forces of revolution are. What the Reason of revolution is. And how we
can achieve freedom. I, said Marx, say it is the proletariat, because they are at the point of production where all
things are created. I say that in issuing the challenge that
will cause the whole capitalist world to tremble, we need
to unfurl a totally new banner of philosophy as well as
of revolution. And the philosophy of revolution now—that
is, after the bourgeoisie has betrayed us in this 1848-49
Revolution, and it is necessary to depend only on our own
forces—must be “REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE”
(Address to the Communist League, 1850).
This revolution in permanence, he continued, is not
the generality it was in 1789-93. This revolution in permanence is on the basis of these new forces of revolution, and
this new philosophy of revolution I unfurled in the Communist Manifesto dealt with a total uprooting of the old,
a total creation of the new, showing not only what we are
against, but what we are for. In a word, even though we
have now challenged not only the mode of production but
also the form of the family and dug into the fundamental
relationship of man/woman, we must go further into the
dialectics of revolution, i.e. into “the dialectics of negativity as the moving and creating principle” of Hegelian philosophy (“Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic,” 1844).
Internationalism is not telling other nations what to
do. It is solidarizing and fraternizing with those sent to
shoot you—having them turn their guns on their own officers. Finally, in very nearly the last work of Marx—the
1882 Preface to the Russian edition of the Communist
Manifesto—that permanent revolution gets spelled out
on a still higher level—that is, internationally as well as
nationally. It is there that it is concretized as the relationship between technologically advanced and technologically backward countries—i.e. that backward Russia could
have its revolution ahead of “West Europe”—provided:
1) the revolution is accomplished within the context of
European revolutions; and 2) the new forces, in this case
the peasant communes, are never out of context of both
internationalism and dialectics of liberation. The Idea is
the power because it is concrete; it is total; it is multidimensional; and at no time is the Individual made just
1. Paragraph 2 of Logic in Hegel’s Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences. Emphasis is Dunayevskaya’s.
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What is philosophy? What is revolution?
to tailend the State or “committee.” Rather, let us never
forget the principle: “the Individual is the social entity”
and society must never again be counterposed to the Individual.

did not work out a new unity of force and reason with new
revolutionary forces, that is, the revolutionary nationalists fighting for self-determination. Lenin had to begin
separating himself not just from betrayers of the workers, but from revolutionaries who would not see the new
II
concrete, whether that was a new revolutionary force in
Marx had spent something like 45 volumes in exanother country or his own. What he had learned from
pressing his thoughts, in participating in revolutions, in
the Hegelian dialectic that made him so sharp against his
leaving a legacy that was the very opposite of an heirloom.
own Bolshevik colleagues was that overthrow, first negaInstead, the new continent of thought became the ground
tivity, was not enough; that you must now see that counfor all future revolutions that would be filled out anew
terrevolution can arise from within the revolution itself.
with ever richer concrete and with ever greater forces—
This and this alone made it possible not to stay at
men, women, children of all colors, races, nations—until
overthrow of Tsarism and bourgeois democracy calling itwe finally have achieved that type of total revolution and
self “socialist,” though headed by a so-called socialist, Kethat type of total uprooting. Surely no one was more prerensky, and even supported by genuine revolutionaries.
pared, was more serious, was more experienced to help
Just as now, the Trotskyists think that they are the true
create such a total revolution than those who had “made”
the 1905 Revolution—Lenin, Luxemburg and Trotsky.
revolutionaries in Iran because they hyphenate the name
And yet, and yet, and yet....2
Khomeini with Bazargan and thus talk against capitalComes World War I, and the shock of the simultaneity
ist government, as well as outshout anyone else in antiof imperialist war and socialist betrayal is so overwhelmimperialist slogans, so did the Bolsheviks before Lenin
ing that one and only one—Lenin—says, if I could have
returned to Russia think that they were pushing the
been so misled and considered that betrayer, Kautsky, my
revolution forward by their critical support of Kerensky.
teacher, something is altogether wrong with my way of
It becomes imperative, therefore, to take a second look
thinking.3 And while I will not stop shouting “down with
at these stages: February to April; April to June; Julythe war—turn the imperialist war into civil war,” I will
August full counterrevolution; October. As soon as the
never again be satisoverthrow of the Tsar
fied with the “correct
occurs, and while
analysis” of a politithis great, historic,
cal situation withspontaneous
outout first digging into
burst achieved what
Hegelian dialectics.
no Party—Bolshevik
It could not have posor otherwise—could
sibly been an accident
achieve, and though
that Marx, Marx’s
it was unanticipated
Marxism, was rooted
by Lenin, he by no
in Hegel—and after
means let euphoria
having broken with
overrun him. Quite
that, he returned to
the contrary. He had
develop Hegelian diaalready
grappled
lectics into the Marxwith the Hegelian
ian dialectic. And so
dialectic; he had althis great revolutionready analyzed the
ary, Lenin, spent his Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies during Russian Revolution, March 1917. new stage of imperidays in the library
alism, not just ecostudying Hegel’s Scinomically but seeing
ence of Logic, and his evenings preparing for revolution.
new forces of revolution; and he already began to work
What did Luxemburg and Trotsky do? They surely
out what became State and Revolution, that is to say, have
were as revolutionary as Lenin. They surely opposed the
the perspective of not only overthrow but the total uprootimperialist war. They surely were trying to prepare for
ing, so that only when production and the state would be
revolution. But without that rudder of philosophy, what
in the hands of the whole population “to a man, woman,
came out of it? And in this case, because Luxemburg has
and child” would it be a new society.
no party on the scene today, but Trotsky does, it is on
Clearly, when he arrived in Russia in April, 1917, it
Trotskyism that I will now concentrate.
was not 1905 slogans—either his or Trotsky’s—that he
Trotsky counter-posed his slogan “peace without anwas repeating. Rather, it was reorganizing his whole Parnexations” and “mobilizing the proletariat for a struggle
ty on the conception of State and Revolution. Once that
for peace” to Lenin’s slogan “turn the imperialist war into
became the basis for all the activities of the Party, there
civil war” which Trotsky rejected. What was even worse
was no separating the revolution from the philosophy of
was Trotsky’s rejection of Lenin’s statement that the derevolution. But the masses wanted to go still further, difeat of your own country is the lesser evil….
rectly to the conquest of power; they underestimated the
Theoretical differences are not “liquidated” just
forces still in power, and it was the beginning of all the
because, in fact, you are a revolutionary. Quite the
counterrevolutionary moves that still passed themselves
contrary. Once the heat of the battle dies, the deviations
off as revolution, accusing Lenin of being a German spy
from Marxism first come to plague you.
and saying that is why he called for the end of the war.
The truth is that the theoretical difference reappears
The relevant point for us today is that when outright
in a most horrible form exactly when the next new, objeccounterrevolution was initiated by Kornilov so that one
tive situation arises. You must then dig for new philostill had to defend Kerensky, the manner in which it was
sophic depth on the basis of the highest theoretic as well
done has all the answers against tail-endism. It was at
as practical point last reached. If, instead, you remain
that point that whether it was the creation of a revoluwithout a philosophic rudder, the supposedly “correct”
tionary military committee, which permitted no transfer
political analysis becomes, if not outright counter-revoluof guns to the front unless they approved it, or whether it
tion, definitely no more than tailendism. That was true
was such slogans as “All power to the Soviets,” or whether
of Trotsky in 1905. It wasn’t true in 1917 only because
it was “Land, Bread and Peace,” there was no way whatthe one he was then tail-ending was Lenin. But it beever to confuse that Party with any other.
came dangerously true in our era as all the opposition
Contrast this to what everyone from Trotskyist to
and great fights against Stalinism led only to tail-ending
Qaddafi is saying to blur those new grave contradictions
Stalin once World War II broke out.
within Iran, the diversion from what threatens civilization as we have known it—preparation for atomic war.
III
Qaddafi and Khomeini and General Zia may think the
Perhaps I shouldn’t have asked only what is philosoMiddle East as they define it will be the graveyard of U.S.
phy? what is revolution? but also what is anti-imperialimperialism. Nothing could be further from the truth.…
ism? Does the taking of low-level personnel from the U.S.
It is not a question that a leader must write fifty
Embassy in Tehran and designating them as CIA agents
books, like Marx or Lenin—and I’m sure that Trotsky
shake up the American empire? …
and Luxemburg wrote as many. It is a question of being
Concrete, in the Hegelian sense of the synthesis of
serious about revolution and therefore the philosophy
diverse elements into a concrete totality, would show that,
of revolution, and being responsible to history, which
by no means coincidentally, the occupation of the Embasmeans men and women shaping history. No, you cannot
sy paralleled the completion of the counter-revolutionthrow out philosophy, and indulge in sloganeering. Even
ary Constitution. Yes, the masses are anti-imperialist,
a good bourgeois philosopher, at least in the stage when
but Marx didn’t say that just because the masses were
the bourgeoisie achieved its revolution, a good Lutheran
anti-feudal and the bourgeoisie was leading a revolution
like Hegel, who insisted all his life that he believed, had
against feudalism, that therefore the masses should folto submit to the dialectic drive of philosophy and suborlow the bourgeoisie. Quite the contrary. He said: We were
dinate religion to it. All his protestations notwithstandwith the bourgeoisie in that first act of overthrowing feudalism, but now count us out. Not only that. It is high
ing—and “revealed religion” is pretty high in the sphere
time to deepen and develop the strictly proletarian tasks.
of the Absolute—nothing can change the fact that it isn’t
Luxemburg understood that very well and applied
the highest; that philosophy is. Needless to say, that evoit not only in Russia in an actual revolution but tried to
lution in thought initiated by Hegelian dialectics was
bring that concept of pure class struggle to Germany. And
transformed by Marx’s new continent of thought into reyet, when a new objective stage arose—imperialism—and
ality. Ever since then no revolution was successful that
despite all her prescience of that exploitative stage, she
wasn’t grounded in a philosophy of revolution.
Every generation of Marxists must work this out con2. Ellipsis in the original.
cretely for its own age. The fact that our age is in such a
3. After World War I broke out and most socialist parties of the
total crisis makes it all the more imperative that we tailSecond International acquiesced to it, Lenin returned to Marx’s
end no state power.
roots in Hegel and broke with his prior thought. See chapters on
Lenin in Marxism and Freedom and Philosophy and Revolution.
—Raya Dunayevskaya, December 17, 1979

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2020

NEWS & LETTERS – www.newsandletters.org

Page 5

New perspectives on Marx’s Humanist Essays

Editor’s note: The San Francisco Bay Area Local of
News and Letters Committees held a meeting on “Marx’s
Humanist Essays: New Perspectives for Today from Philosopher-Activists” on Oct. 11, 2020, focusing on Karl Marx’s
1844 “Private Property and Communism.” Below are the
three presentations on why Marx’s 1844 Humanist Essays
(also known as his Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts)
are critical to meet today’s challenges to humanity. The
three presenters are Alex, a high school student; Faruq,
a former prisoner, participant in the Pelican Bay Hunger
Strikes to abolish indeterminate solitary confinement; and
Urszula, a long-time Marxist-Humanist looking at 1844
from a feminist perspective.



My favorite part of this essay is Marx’s critique of
crude communism. Crude communism seeks to abolish
private property without changing (or even addressing)
the whole social structure in which it exists.
This is
relevant
to
today’s
currents
of class reductionism
which
exists in at least two forms: 1) “existing socialism,”
which claims to have abolished private property by
nationalizing most means of production, and 2) opposition to so-called “identity politics,” proposing
that class is more important than any other oppression in society, be it race, gender, nationality, etc.

PHILOSOPHIC
DIALOGUE

KARL MARX IN THE 1840s

Marx starts the essay by observing that societies
in which private property is not yet developed may not
be more free. For example, ancient Rome, when private
property existed only in its nascent form, was not a free
society. Although commodities were produced, the prevailing form of labor was slave labor, that form of class
antagonism.
The Soviet Union claimed to have abolished classes
by abolishing private property and thus became socialist.
Yet Marx clearly says that lack of private property is not
socialism. He critiques Pierre-Joseph Proudhon’s position
and calls efforts to just abolish private property a road to
creating a society in which the community is a “universal
capitalist.”
The point of Marxism is abolition of capitalism,
not an improvement of it by making it more “equitable.” “Radical” positions, such as Social Democrat ones, aim to improve existing conditions or reduce the harm that capitalism causes. But limiting
our vision to “reducing harm” serves to perpetuate
the view that capitalism is our only option and prolongs the harm it causes.
This harm is in no way limited to depriving workers of
necessary personal property, or of any way of making a living. The most pernicious harm consists in reducing labor,
which Marx says is a human life activity in any society, to
merely a way of earning a living, of barely surviving.
To the extent that class reductionism sees in labor
mere lack of property and not a perversion of our human
essence, our free life activity, it is an inadequate response
to capitalism. Class reductionism cannot get us beyond
capitalism.
—Alex



I was reading “Private Property and Communism”
and came across Marx’s statement, “Heretofore [the objective existence of industry] was not conceived in its connection with humans’ essential being, but only in an external relation of utility…”
This blew me away. That little word, “heretofore,”
is the pivot that turned the view of all of human history
completely around. Think about it for a moment. Try to
wrap your mind around that idea. Who else looks at industry in this way? As an “open book of humans’ essential
powers”? This really made me think about industry in a
whole new way. Wow!
What are “humans’ essential powers”? The standard
argument presents machinery as capital, as a wondrous
thing necessary to increase productivity. We endow the
machine with our intellectual powers. But it is only by
stripping capital of its power to determine our social relations that we can finally face humans’ essential powers
as not mere utility, but a determination of the development of our humanity. As Marx puts it later (in the Grundrisse):
“… when the limited bourgeois form is stripped away,
what is wealth other than the universality of individual
needs, capacities, pleasures, productive forces etc., created through universal exchange? … Where man … strives
not to remain something he has become, but is in the absolute movement of becoming?”
Capitalism crushes our humanity, our human
essential powers. Capitalism creates poverty. Many
people’s spirits have been so crushed they can’t
think past getting the next meal. Many are so poor,
they argue with one another over one or two dollars. It’s never a large amount, but even such pittance is significant to them. They no longer have
the time or the inclination to see the larger picture.
Since bare survival is so immediate for them, they
can’t look further than their own individual existence.
Young people are our hope, because they are not as
ready to accept the world they are born into. Malcolm X
as a young man wanted to play a trumpet. He was told,
“sit down, Black people do not play a trumpet.” Such comments are repeated millions of times to youth who might
be trying to realize their innate talents. School was never a comfortable place for me. I had too much energy, I
wanted to be outside. Nowadays, I would have been put
on Ritalin to suppress my restlessness.
Heretofore, science has been used to develop machinery designed to constrain the free development of humans’
essential powers. Science as utility, or external tool, separates the human from their immanent connection to nature. Only science that is one with life, says Marx, can
realize industry’s “connection with humans’ essential being.” Any success in creating a better world turns on that
struggle to realize our human essential powers in our everyday life.
—Faruq



I was shocked that a reaction to Marx’s statement, “The direct, natural, and necessary relation of
person to person is the relation of man to woman.”
could be, “Marx is transphobic.”
Marx is asserting a “direct, natural” connection
between men and women. But his point is that it is not

the “direct” and “natural” aspect of that relation that
makes it human. What makes it human is what humans
make of their direct nature. What they consciously understand their nature to be. What is essentially human is to
freely determine one’s life activity, i.e., freely determine
their relation to their own nature as well as what is called
“external” nature. For Marx “external” nature is humans’
“inorganic being.”
When Raya Dunayevskaya was talking about this
statement, she paraphrased it something like this (my
recreation of what I remember her saying): forget the relation to your class enemy. Denying humanity to your enemy is easy to understand. Look at the relation to someone
you love.
There is no shortage of proof of how completely unhuman, even inhuman, love relations can be.
Look at all the domestic abuse in all the varieties
of love relations. (Most of today’s societies refuse
women the status of being fully human by having
actual laws that control reproduction, either limiting or encouraging it.)
In popular conception, a lover is an object of your affections. Even earlier than this, when Marx talked about
love he said, when you love someone it is the first time you
become an objective being, you really discover something
outside of yourself that is not merely your “inorganic nature.”
How does love become a fully human relation (regardless of gender)?
There is a recognition of the power of love in a statement from Bob Marley, frequently heard from Faruq:
“One Love.” It has a long history of expressing human
solidarity in the Black community in distinction from internal political oppositions.
I see in this a recognition of the power of treating another human being as fully human. “One
Love” is not defined by “relation of man to woman.”
One Love is human solidarity on the ground. What
love means to you, how you love, determines your
humanity in relation to all other human beings and
to nature.
This is how I read Marx as he continues to elaborate
(I choose to translate the German word Mensch to human,
not “man”): “From the character of this relation follows
how much humans as species-being(s), as human(s), have
come to be themselves and to comprehend themselves….
[I]t therefore reveals the extent to which humans’ natural
behavior has become human, or the extent to which human essence in them has become a natural essence—the
extent to which their human nature has come to be natural to them.”
Human essence, the capacity to freely determine our life activity, has to become mutually recognized as mine and my loved one’s essence. The
essence of man is not strength or ability to provide.
The essence of woman is not motherhood or caring.
The essence of either is freely determined life activity, whether in protecting or caring.
That is why “needing a human being as a human being” measures the extent to which our human essence has
become our natural essence, the extent to which our human nature has become natural to us.
—Urszula Wislanka

“Private Property and Communism” in the trilogy of revolution
Three Marxist-Humanist works by Raya Dunayevskaya

Marxism and Freedom

Philosophy and Revolution

So opposed is Marx to anyone who thinks that the ills of The three central essays of the 1844 Manuscripts—Alienated
capitalism can be overcome by changes in the sphere of Labor, Private Property and Communism, Critique of the
distribution, instead of reorganization in the sphere of Hegelian Dialectic—marked the birth of a philosophy
of human activity, an integrality of philosophy
production, that he shows the Communists to be
and economics destined to be known as
only the other side of the private property
Marxism. The essays on economics—
exponents. No other generation can
Alienated
Labor,
Private
understand the early Marx as we
Property and Communism—
can, for only our generation
make clear that it was
bears on its back the
not only Hegel whom Marx
fully capitalistic nature
was “standing right side up” or,
of this type of “anti-capitalism”
more correctly, transcending. It was
known as Communism, or One-Party
Marx
was
diving
into
the
study
of
human
development,
both
also classical political economy, as
State totalitarianism. Marx warned,
in different historic periods and in the most basic Man/Woman
well as “quite vulgar and unthinking
back in 1844, “We should especially
relationship. The concept he held fast was the one he had worked out
communism,” which is “merely
avoid establishing society as an
in his 1844 Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts. This was not...simply
the logical expression of private
abstraction opposed to the individual.
The individual is the social entity.” a move from a philosophic to an empiric, scientific, and anthropological property,” and which “completely
view. Rather, as a revolutionary, Marx’s hostility to negates the personality of man.”
Marx’s analysis of labor—and that
capitalism’s colonialism was intensifying. The question Neither classical political economy
is what distinguishes him from all
was how total must be the uprooting of existing society nor vulgar communism understood
other Socialists and Communists
and how new the relationship of theory to practice. the most fundamental contradiction
of his day and of ours—goes much
The studies enabled Marx (Marx, not Engels) to see of
capitalism—alienated
labor.
further than the economic structure
the possibility of new human relations, not as they Neither saw that “In the alienation of
of society. His analysis goes to the
might come through a mere “updating” of primitive the object of labor is only crystallized
actual human relations.
communism’s equality of the sexes, as among the
the alienation, the estrangement
Iroquois, but as Marx sensed they would burst
in the very activity of labor.”
forth from a new type of revolution.

Rosa
Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution

To order, see page 7
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ELECTION BATTLES,
REACHING FOR THE FUTURE,
AND THE PULL OF THE PAST

The N&L web article “Trump re-election battles concentrate system’s myriad
crises” is an important contribution to
the immense flood of articles and opinion pieces surrounding this election. It’s a
revolutionary analysis of what is at stake
in the present moment that reaches far
beyond Trump vs. Biden. One of the subheads catches what we are facing: “Divisions within Classes: Fascism vs. Return
to Normal vs. Reach for the Future.” We
cannot just return to capitalism with its
classism, racism and sexism that has been
present long before Trumpism. The article
shows that against the so-called “normal,”
a “reaching for the future” can be seen in
the mass protests we have participated in
against racism, the mobilization marches
of women against sexism, and the labor
protests taking place. What remains the
great challenge is that such a freedomfilled future cannot concretely come into
being without working out an emancipatory philosophic view as a unifying pole
of attraction for the diverse social movements and individuals who do not want a
mere return to the old.
Revolutionary
Mexico City
***
On Nov. 7, we heard the news call the
Pennsylvania race for Biden. Earlier that
morning, I had woken to the news that the
Supreme Court had given Pennsylvania
an order to keep counting absentee ballots
that arrived in the mail between Nov. 4-6
but to keep them under separate custody
from all the other ballots. However, the
dissenters had said the Court may revisit
the matter after the election. Nobody knew
if the late deciders who waited to mail in
their ballot until right up to election day
would swing heavily to Biden or to Trump.
To me, the glaring reality is that the conservative justices of the Supreme Court
were ready to hand the election to Trump
either way—if they could. Only the massive outpouring of voters against Trump
in enough other states would guarantee
that they couldn’t.
Buddy Bell
Indiana
***
Although I am glad that Trump
was
defeated
in the election,
I believe Biden
won because of
the
COVID-19
pandemic
and
Trump’s
inadequate, criminal
response to it.
With no COVID,
the economy would have been humming
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along, and even with all his antics, I think
Trump would have won.
Former postal worker
Battle Creek, Mich.

•

SABOTAGE OF THE POST OFFICE

I have
not received
mail sent to
me over two
weeks ago.
It’s probably wandering around
holding
hands with my absentee ballot, which never arrived. I voted early before time ran
out. Clearly, Trump’s Postmaster General
saboteur, Louis DeJoy, is still targeting
Wayne County, Michigan, where the very
Democratic Black city of Detroit is. Such
disgusting racism!
Activist
Detroit

•

FOOD RECYCLING WORKERS STRIKE

Workers from food recycling plant
ReConserve in Hodgkins, Ill., near Chicago, went on strike Nov. 2. In addition to
dangerous conditions and disrespect from
management, workers have not received
a raise in three years. They have not
stopped working during the pandemic—in
fact their workload has increased. Amidst
national fear-mongering and attempts to
divide communities, the Latino, Black,
and White workers from ReConserve have
remained united. After learning their
rights and organizing a workplace committee, workers voted for union representation with United Food and Commercial
Workers Local 881 in April 2019. Since
then, they have been fighting for their
first contract. Hector Lopez, ReConserve
worker and Arise board member, said,
“I’ve worked for ReConserve for 21 years,
and they pay the lowest wages in this corridor. We are asking for higher wages, but
the company isn’t taking us seriously. In
order to win better wages and conditions,
we are all united to say we are going on
strike!”
Arise Chicago

•

ANTI-LABOR STATUE DOWNED

The statue of Pete Wilson, former
mayor of San Diego and governor of Cali-

NEWS & LETTERS IS BACK IN PRINT!

I am writing regarding how the publishing is going on. Are you still printing
any new newspapers? I do understand
the COVID-19 mess forces people and
businesses, even corporations, to work
from home. Yet I just miss reading News
& Letters.
Prisoner
Bellefonte, Penn.
***
Editor’s note: Thanks to our many
readers who inquired about when N&L
will be back in print. Because of the seriousness of the COVID-19 pandemic, we
in News and Letters Committees decided that, for the safety of those who put
out the paper edition of N&L, we would
suspend the print edition. We sent a letter about this to all our subscribers but
could not be sure that prisoncrats would
deliver it. This is not a decision that we
made lightly and we are painfully aware
that it impacted our substantial number
of prisoner subscribers the most, since
few could access our website. This lasted
from May to October and was complicated by a fire in the building where our office is located. But we have found a way
to get back into print!
Never was there a greater need for
a Marxist-Humanist newspaper. The
very pandemic that caused us to publish three issues only online also reveals
the need for a philosophy of liberation
that shows the meaning of events and

challenges at a time when capitalism is
willing to sacrifice human beings for an
economy that only makes the rich richer
while impoverishing the great mass of
humanity. From our beginning in 1955,
we have never separated voices of revolt
from the philosophy of revolution Raya
Dunayevskaya created as Marxist-Humanism. The “voices from below”—from
Black Lives Matter to women’s liberationists to rank-and-file working people
and youth, and more—can be seen in the
pages of N&L.
To our prisoner subscribers, we know
how important N&L is to you as you tell
us so often in the many letters you send
us. You are also precious to us and inspire us to work to keep N&L in print so
that it can breach the prison walls and
be available to you. As
always, any prisoner
who is a current subscriber and who is released from prison can
receive a free one-year
subscription just by
sending us their new
address.
We will also extend all subscriptions
by three issues.
Keep reading and sharing N&L, and
keep sending in your Readers’ Views and
articles!

fornia, was finally taken down in his political hometown. My father would have
approved. For many years he worked as
an electronic technician for the city of San
Diego, including while Wilson was mayor.
He often criticized Wilson for his terrible
treatment of the city workers, always attacking wages and benefits. In addition,
of course, he was strongly opposed to Wilson’s reactionary moves as governor, like
pushing anti-immigrant Proposition 187.
Franklin Dmitryev
Chicago

•

OIL AND BIDEN

Oil industry lobbyists are quite happy
about the election. They are sure they can
“work with” (lobby) the Biden administration, and they are trying to make sure the
Senate stays in Republican hands, which
means, most importantly to them, no
Green New Deal.
Environmentalist
Southern California

•

COVID-19: WHERE’S THE VISION?

One day I was working in downtown
Camden, N.J., sitting at the lunch counter
at Woolworth’s and I looked out the window at City Hall. The inscription, “Where
there is no vision, the people perish” was
chiseled into the top. Looking around
at the run-down neighborhood, and the
crowds of the “halt and the lame” and
other destitute people, it was like I was
looking at a photo, and the inscription was
the caption. I apologize for a biblical reference. I am not trying to convert anybody,
but with 250,000 Americans dead from
COVID, it still applies today, 40 years
later.
Activist
Kalamazoo, Mich.

•

RACISM AND FASCISM

I was 18, in the army in Bavaria, Germany, in World War II. We found a propaganda office. There was a “cartoon” of a
snake labelled “the Jews” raping a woman
labelled “Germany.” Today, just substitute
Black people for the Jews in far-Right
propaganda. Trump’s acceptance speech
made me think of Adolf Hitler. We owe so
much to the Black athletes. They constitute an actual subject, insisting on asserting their culture and understanding of the
world.
Paul
New York
***
“Cops protect fascists” (Sept.-Oct.
2020 N&L) was a good article about the
“Proud Boys” in Kalamazoo. One upshot
of that is that the police chief resigned.
Since Trump’s defeat, at least some of the
“darkness” seems to have dissipated, and
we celebrate this, although the idiot still
refuses to concede. Even though the present crisis has passed, danger still lurks.
Forewarned is forearmed. My irreverent
humor reflects the deadly seriousness of
the work you have undertaken. It helps to
keep one’s sense of humor when you are
beset by forces beyond your own control,
to at least keep yourself on an even keel.
Curtis
Kalamazoo, Mich.

•

POLISH WOMEN’S
REVOLUTIONARY MOMENT

I’ve been following the Polish women’s
demonstrations (see “Polish women’s revolutionary moment,” p. 1) and I am irritated that in every story reporters keep using the phrase “fetal defect” when talking
about what the new hideous law makes illegal. It’s like they think women are aborting because the fetus has two webbed toes
or something else benign. A fetus isn’t a
product that can be “defective” and “Karen” is going straight to the manager to get
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a refund. On the other hand, anti-abortion
fanatics have turned women into monsters who “discriminate against” people
with disabilities when they abort fetuses
with Down Syndrome or other serious disabilities, including fatal ones. Obviously, a
fetus isn’t a person and can’t be discriminated against. And, obviously it is pregnant women who are being discriminated
against when they are denied abortion for
any reason. And, obviously, it is Republicans—and the PiS in Poland—who do
nothing to help actual, living people with
disabilities or their families. Instead they
abandon them and fight against anything
that will help that living child and family—healthcare, caregiver support, including childcare, financial assistance, mental
health aid, laws that protect against discrimination, or public schools that meet
those students’ need.
Angry Feminist
Chicago
***
On “Polish women’s revolutionary
moment,” without the revolution of the
working class of men and women, no social-human problem can be solved! Without violent revolution, the withering away
of the state, the liberation of society is impossible, and ultimately the destruction
and non-existence of society is inevitable.
Women’s liberation is generally possible
only when the proletarian communist revolution has won. The victory of the communist revolution is not possible without
the participation of the mass of workingclass women. Our world can be destroyed
without a world revolution—a continuous
Marxist revolution! The capitalist system
has insurmountable contradictions, and
with each passing day the intensity of its
inherent contradictions increases, and
also according to the law of revolutionary
dialectic-materialist dialectic, everything
that is born dies one day. And the constant
changes mark its death!
Hamid Ghorbani
Cyberspace
***
The Left, since the beginning of the
Women’s Liberation Movement in the mid1960s, has
been lecturing women
that workers
make
the revolution
and
women have
to wait for
their liberation until after. And yet, revolution after revolution have failed women
and men too, for that matter. Nowhere are
women free, only in some places are they
better off than other places.
Marxist-Humanists discern that
Karl Marx had a multilinear approach to
revolution, seeing that it could come from
many directions and subjects of revolt—
including women. That is what we are
seeing today in Poland—a reach for a new
human society. Just as it will take workers—women and men—to destroy capitalism, so it will take women to destroy sexism/misogyny. History has shown us that
for revolution to succeed, it must be total
from the start.
Terry Moon
Chicago

To our incarcerated readers

Prisoncrats sometimes choose
to return an issue to us undelivered,
but if you have been moved—to another prison, or within the same
prison—the USPS will not forward
newspapers. Help us keep N&L in
your hands by letting us know your
change of address, including when
you are released. When you leave
prison your donor subscription can
continue to your new address for one
additional year.
We welcome your contributions
to N&L and for our website. There
are some things we cannot provide.
We do not match up pen pals. N&L
cannot help prisoners with individual legal cases, and we cannot offer
legal advice or access to attorneys.
This paper is a place where the voices of people engaged in struggles inside and outside prison walls can be
heard speaking for themselves.

JOHN LEWIS, TODAY’S
STRUGGLES, AND THE NEEDED
PHILOSOPHIC DIALOGUE

The importance of reprinting the Letter “Remembering John Lewis and Bloody
Sunday—Racist barbarity spawned new
forms of revolt” (Sept.-Oct. 2020 N&L) is
not alone to honor John Lewis, who was
an important, militant spokesperson for
the Black liberation movement at that
time, but equally to pose a challenge to today’s Black Lives Matter movement. The
question that 1965 Letter asked—“Will
the movement which demands freedom
now once again be diverted? This is the
turning point which must become a point
of departure for weighing carefully and
elaborating daringly, not ways to pause,
but ways to unite thought with action, to
work out a theory of liberation which will
meet the challenge of the movement from
below, from the actual struggles for freedom.”—speaks profoundly to today’s freedom struggles. Importantly, Trump has
been defeated. But our liberation is far
more demanding than an electoral win. It
calls for tearing up the old society (capitalism) root and branch, and creating a new
one on truly human beginnings. For that.
working out a philosophy of liberation
to match our freedom activities remains
THE crucial challenge.
Eugene Walker
Mexico City
***
Although John Lewis was not the
same as a politician as he had been as a
revolutionary activist,
it’s
pretty
well known
that his 1963
speech was
modified by
march leaders. Nevertheless, his
death represented, emotionally, the end of
the Civil Rights era of freedom struggles,
a grim milestone for many in the Black
community. The governmental and national response was as dignified as it was
under the influence of the Black Lives
Matter movement, a recollection of a high
point in Black liberation (Selma, 1965)
and the potential power today to deepen
that movement.
Susan Van Gelder
Detroit
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***
Three excellent and really interesting
presentations (“Philosophic Dialogue,” p.
5). Alex, keep going! Your thoughts, observations and experiences have inspired me
today.
Thomas Dunning
Dublin, Ireland

•

REMEMBERING
RUTH BADER GINSBURG

The Notorious RBG was a rare gem
of jurisprudence in this country’s history. If nothing else, you had to respect
her brilliance and fairness. Then we see
the hypocrisy of the Republicans who
would not even talk to Obama’s nominee
months before the general elections but
who rammed their nominee through confirmation in two weeks. The voters in this
country made sure that Trump’s reign of
terror is ended, but Mitch McConnell’s
majority in the Senate may still exist and
that needs to end as well. Then the first
thing that would need to be voted in is
term limits; next amend the Constitution
for the ERA, and a civil rights and voting rights amendment, and redo the 13th
amendment to abolish slavery, period!
Term limits for federal courts need to be
established too.
Robert Taliaferro
Wisconsin
***
My heart broke when Supreme
Court Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg died.
It couldn’t have made dying easy for her,
knowing that she was leaving a vacancy
for Trump to fill with someone who would
be her ideological opposite—that is, a
right-wing hack. I wonder if these ultraRight women—like her replacement, antiabortion fanatic Amy Barrett and these
horrible women commentators at Fox
News—ever comprehend that without a
radical women’s liberation movement that
has fought for women’s freedom for 50
years now, they would still be in the kitchen; law school would be out of reach; and
only men—because of their deep voices
and superior brains—would be news commentators. Ginsburg had an appreciation
of history because she was an important
part of the fight for liberation.
Grieving Women’s Liberationist
Chicago

•
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PUTIN: AN OPPOSING VIEW

In disagreement with your “Putin
after Putin?” Jan.-Feb. 2020 N&L: I feel
strongly that President Putin is a better
man than he is being portrayed by many.
President Putin is being used as an excuse
for those in the U.S. who need to rationalize their own aggression and excuse their
wish to force the old-fashioned capitalist
worldview on the rest of the world. I see a
sincere wish in President Putin to engage
the U.S. in a sensible effort to lessen the
risk of nuclear war between our nations
and to instead find more areas of possible
cooperation and detente. So I hope that
a more reasonable and balanced view of
President Putin will emerge—a view that
can see all possible areas of peaceful sharing between our two nations and work together for world peace and a real move to
finally rid the world of our insane nuclear
weapons and agree on concrete steps to
curtail further global warming.
Rama Kumar
Fairfax, CA

•

AMY BARRETT’S FANATACISM

Amy Coney Barrett isn’t attacked
because she’s Catholic. She is attacked
because she’s a fundamentalist, just as
political Islamists are attacked, because
they are fanatics and against the freedom
of those who disagree with them. All religions have their fundamentalists, their
fanatics. Just look at the Jewish ones rioting in New York because they don’t want
to wear masks even as COVID-19 is ravaging their neighborhoods. So yes, let’s
attack her crazy fundamentalist cult BS.
Of course, none of that matters to the Republicans because they are out for power
and wanted to make sure to have a supermajority.
Angry Feminist
Chicago

•

TORTURE AT SOLEDAD

When I was in high school I made a
trip to Harlem for my school paper to talk
with the Black Panther Party Minister of
Information on the systematic torture the
Soledad Brothers were experiencing. After reading “We Are Their Voice!” (Sept.Oct. 2020 N&L) I see that nothing has
improved in four decades.
Dylan
Washington, D.C.

***
What is described in “We Are Their
Voice!” and “Soledad’s Black prisoners
brutalized in 3 a.m. raid report guards
warned, ‘You N—ers will have COVID-19!’”
is so incredible! Fear of the fires, fear of
COVID-19, fear of the prison guards. Plus
the “regular,” daily fears we’re facing with
a loved one in prison. Not to speak of feelings the prisoners must deal with on a
daily basis!
Petra
Germany

•

PIPELINE BATTLES

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel
ordered a Canadian company,
Enbridge,
to
shut down its oil
pipeline “Line
5,” in the Great
Lakes by May
2021. The 67year old pipeline transports up to 540,000 barrels of
crude oil daily. Repeated anchor strikes
along Line 5 prompted an agreement several years ago between Michigan and Enbridge to replace it with a new pipeline to
be encased in a concrete tunnel; however,
nothing but more litigation has so far resulted. Environmental organizations are
hoping that the easement for the pipeline,
dating from 1953, will be voided. But opponents expressed concerns that the cost
of the propane residents obtain from Line
5 will skyrocket, and that jobs will be lost
in rural Michigan. Sadly, political divides
may prevent all concerned from seeking
solutions that benefit all parties.
Concerned citizen
Michigan

CoolClips.com
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TO OUR READERS: Can you
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot
pay for a subscription to N&L? It will
be shared with many others. A donation of $8 pays for a subscription plus
the Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner.
Prisoners are eligible to continue
their free subscriptions when they
first get released, a time when the
system tries to make them forget the
struggle.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS

by Raya Dunayevskaya

q Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today
Foreword by Joel Kovel
$24.95

q Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre
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$24.95
q Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution 1991 edition.
Foreword by Adrienne Rich
$24.95
q Russia: From Proletarian Revolution to State-Capitalist Counter-Revolution
E W ! $24.95

N

q Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution in Permanence for
!
Our Day
$24.95
NEW
q Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future
$24.95

q The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the
Dialectic in Hegel and Marx
$24.95
q Crossroads of History: Marxist-Humanist Writings
on the Middle East
$10.00
q The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism
$10.00
q The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism:
Two Historic-Philosophic Writings
$3.00
paperback, $10.00 hardcover
q American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard
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q Marx’s Capital and Today’s Global Crisis
Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $8.00
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$5.00
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Dunayevskaya en Español
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$10.00

q Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberación femenina, y la
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$10.00
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Marxismo y libertad; Filosofía y revolución; y
Rosa Luxemburgo la liberación femenina y la
filosofía marxista de la revolución
$25.00
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revolución: Tratando de alcanzar el futuro $10.00

q El poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la
dialéctica en Hegel y Marx
$10.00
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Estados Unidos: Las masas afroamericanas como
vanguardia
$8.00

by Charles Denby

q Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal
Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95

by Eugene Gogol

q Towards a Dialectic of Philosophy and Organization
$27.95
q Utopia and the Dialectic in Latin American Liberation
$27.95

Other publications

q The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1949-50 and the
Birth of Marxist-Humanism In the U.S.
by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya
$8.00
q Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race,
Philosophy & the Needed American Revolution
by John Alan
$10.00
q Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers:
‘We want to be validated as human’

$5.00

q Voices from within the Prison Walls
by D. A. Sheldon
$8.00
q Working Women for Freedom by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Holmes
$8.00
q Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western ‘Civilization’
$10.00
q On 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in
the U.S. by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer
$8.00
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Committees, free with 75¢ postage

News & Letters Newspaper

q News & Letters subscription
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Ethiopia civil war fears

The tension between the federal government, headed by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, and Ethiopia’s most
northern province, Tigray, headed by the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF), has broken out into armed conflict. Hundreds have already died in Tigray, possibly including civilian massacres, and more than 25,000 Tigrayans have fled to Sudan. Airstrikes and artillery barrages
continue,
with no
ceasefire
in
sight.
The
plunge
toward
civil
war has
been
two
years
in
the
making.
Abiy
Ahmed’s
popular election in 2018 changed the situation both
for Tigray, a region with 6% of Ethiopia’s population, and for the country as a whole, whose population of 110 million is the second largest in Africa.
Previously, Tigray leaders had headed a coalition,
the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front,
that had led Ethiopia for almost three decades. In those
decades Ethiopia came close to becoming a single-party
state. Development occurred, but with single-party indoctrination and wholesale spying, and any opposition was
repressed. Ethiopia’s regions, representing various ethnic
groups, were held together by a highly authoritarian regime in which Tigray’s leader played the principal part.
Hundreds were killed in protests in the populous Oromia region and elsewhere. “If you suffocate people and they don’t have any other options
but to protest, it breaks out. The whole youth is
protesting. A generation is protesting,” remarked
an Ethiopian university lecturer.
Those popular protests brought Abiy to power in new
elections, with the TPLF refusing to participate in a coalition government. Tigray’s army had fought Eritrea, which
lies on its border. A long stand-off followed. When Abiy
came to power and negotiated a peace agreement with
Eritrea, the Tigrayans were more excluded from power.
But they kept their own large standing army.
Abiy began to relax parts of the former authoritarian rule over different regions and ethnic
groups, including releasing political prisoners.
After continuing ethnic clashes in several regions,
Abiy soon began to impose new restrictions.
The New York Times reported: “Mr. Abiy has said
that he wants to unify the country by increasing the federal government’s power and minimizing the autonomy
of the regional governments. But Tigray has openly resisted, and other regions and ethnic groups are uneasy
with Mr. Abiy’s centralization push.”
Now war has broken out. It remains to be seen
whether it will become a full-blown civil war, and possibly
engulf other countries of the region.
—Eugene Walker
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Jessup, Md.—I am located at North Branch Correctional Institution (NBCI) in Cumberland, Md., where the
administration is corrupt and constantly push a master/
slave authority and oppressive state within the prison.
Their rules and policies are constantly forced on the prisoners, but never properly followed by administration and
administrative staff (C.O.s, nurses and medical providers, and case management), until their cards
are pulled.
Then they become “professional” to
cover their tracks, use loopholes and recite the Code of Maryland Regulations
to excuse making fraudulent rules and
policies that are not in the handbook.
They want to accommodate staff and
cause turmoil within the prison to control the population.
We are starting a Chapter of the Maryland Prison
Labor Organization (MPLO) within NBCI to better our
conditions as prisoners until we can fully overcome the
Prison Industrial Complex and abolish prisons. While the
prison system is still up and running, we need to agitate,
mobilize, campaign, promote consciousness, and, as an
inside organization, work directly with outside organizations to achieve prisoners’ rights and better living conditions.
We want to survive the manipulation, no-choice
psychological thinking and psychological trauma,
the neglect as wards of the State and as human beings, as well as excessive police brutality.
I am sending a copy of our blueprint to help us reach
seats of power to gain access to better laws and policies.
We want to propagate and publicize what the prison system truly is and promote the abolition of prisons due to
their corruption, unbearable sentences, slave mentality,
and the harsh state of living conditions mentally and
physically.
If your readers have any information on contacts in
Maryland, Washington, D.C., etc., to help our demands
get met for the survival of prisoners please send it to me.
We hope to gain further support for the development of
Maryland Prison Labor Organization NBCI Chapter.
Struggling in Solidarity Together,
—Maryland prisoner
* * *

tion as a consequence of the labor arrangement that persists behind the walls of Maryland’s correctional facilities.
We are conscious of the fact that the labor we provide is critical to the orderly and efficient functioning of
the Department, and as a result of the aforementioned
realities, we, the members of the MPLO, seek
the following changes to the current labor arrangement within this state’s prisons:
1) Higher wages.
2) Equitable Good Conduct Credit
Compensation.
3) An end to Arbitrary Adjustment
and Reclassification.
4) An end to Oppressive Conditions
of Confinement, including Excessive Restrictive Management Systems, overcrowding, and
Abuse by Guards and Administration.
5) An end to malicious social engineering practices that are designed to cause friction, foment
conflict, and incite violence amongst incarcerated
citizens.
6) An end to collective punishment.
7) Increased access to economically relevant
vocational and technical skills training, including that which is currently made available by the
DLLR. We also seek access to state-sponsored college education.
8) Increased access to cognitive programs currently available at the prison.
9) Higher quality food and more sizable portions.
For the reasons mentioned herein, the Maryland
Prison Labor Organization is hereby established for the
benefit of its members, and for that of the entire incarcerated working class within the State of Maryland.
—Commissioned 19th of May, 2019.

Maryland prisoners organize a union

Maryland Prison Labor Organization
(NBCI Chapter)

The Maryland Prison Labor Organization exists
for the purpose of defending and preserving the rights
and dignity of the incarcerated working-class men and
women who are confined to correctional facilities within
the State of Maryland.
Maryland’s incarcerated workers contend
daily with abusive staff, inequitable compensation,
unsafe or unsanitary working environments, arbitrary termination, inadequate healthcare, poor
diet, and inhumane conditions of confinement.
As a collective and as a class, we find this set of circumstances unacceptable; therefore our mission is to
amend these circumstances by securing social and economic justice for the thousands of imprisoned laborers
who have been exploited by Maryland’s Department of
Corrections, and who continue to endure such exploita-

LA voters dump killer cop protector Jackie Lacey

not prosecute them.” A few of the many victims include
Los Angeles—After several years of weekly protests by
Wakiesha Wilson, Brother Africa Keunang, Ezell Ford,
Black Lives Matter (BLM) against Los Angeles District
Jesse Romero, Jonathan Hart,
Attorney Jackie Lacey, she failed
Dijon Kizzee and Eric Rivera.
to win a third term in the March
2020 primary election. This
THE
PAIN
OF
MANY
forced a runoff with former San
FAMILIES
Francisco D.A. George Gascon in
Relatives of the victims atthe Nov. 3 election, which Lacey
tended weekly protests and exlost.
pressed their grief as well as
On Nov. 4, hundreds gathanger. They were joined by comered outside the Hall of (In-)Jusmunity organizers, Skid Row
tice as relatives of victims who
homeless activists, LA Commuwere shot and killed by police
nity Action Network members,
took the stage flanked by signs
American Indian Indigenous orthat read “Jackie Lacey! Gone!!” Banner reads: “Remove Killer Cop Francisco Martinez.” He, along
ganizers and others.
Lisa Hines stated: “Gascon would with two other cops, gunned down homeless man Charly “Africa”
Throughout the years of proLeundeu
Keunang.
This
demonstration
on
March
1,
2017,
was
on
the
also face protestors’ anger if he
tests, family members spoke of
two-year anniversary of Africa’s death. Photo: LACAN.
didn’t live up to his promises to
their pain: Caesar Rodriguez’s
hold police accountable.”
mother: “He was my only son.” Ezell Ford’s brother:
PROTESTS WENT FOR YEARS
“Jackie Lacey! My Black brother’s life mattered.” John
The weekly protests began several years ago with 40
Horton’s mom: “Everyone! Keep coming to support each
to 100 activists as more Black and Brown victims of police
other.” Wakiesha Wilson’s aunt: “The police stated that
violence were added weekly. Every Wednesday afternoon,
Wakiesha died of suicide by hanging. It’s impossible that
BLM protested against Lacey outside her office at the
she hanged herself.” Helen Jones, mother of John Horton:
downtown Los Angeles Hall of (In-)Justice.
“We need to shut this system down!”
The African-American District Attorney had
At a BLM “Count Every Vote” march on Nov. 7,
not prosecuted any LA police or County Sheriff
several thousand Black, White, Brown and Asians,
officers in the killings of hundreds of mostly unwearing T-shirts against police brutality and for
armed Black and Brown people. Not surprisingly,
Biden, carried signs as they marched from Pershing
a large part of Lacey’s $7 million election fund was
Square to City Hall. A leading banner read: “Jail
donated by the police union.
Killer Cops—nothing less!”
The weekly protests, led by LA-BLM co-founder MeliIn a new society, every human being of any race would
na Abdullah, organizer activist Akili and Paula Minor, inhave equal opportunities to work and live and determine
cluded chants of “Jackie Lacey must go!” and the pouring
society’s policies that affect their own lives. Every perof water on plants in memory of victims killed by police
son would be allowed to develop their individuality while
as their name was chorused by protestors. Akili stated:
engaging in both mental and physical labor in a society
“Police get away with killing us because Jackie Lacey does
without racial and class antagonism.
—Basho

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
Damage left by Trump
by Robert Taliaferro

Finally, with the exception of the unsubstantiated
rants and raves of Donald Trump and his minions, the
most combative and divisive election cycle in our nation’s
history is over and we now have a new President-elect,
and our first female Vice President-elect, who is also a
woman of color. The people of this nation came out in record numbers to elect Joseph Biden and Kamala Harris,
not only to ensure that Trump would not serve a second
term, but that Biden would receive a national mandate
by winning both the popular and Electoral College votes.

RAW WOUNDS OF RACISM

We live in a highly polarized nation. If Trump
achieved little else during his tumultuous and divisive
presidency, he has shown just how polarized it is and has
always been. Even with the election of a Black president
in 2008 and our first woman of color as Vice President
in 2020, the systemic divisions in our country are raw
wounds that seep the poisons of racism, prejudice, entitlement and hatred into this nation’s cultural waters.
Unfortunately, these factors are imbued into the
character of factions within this nation, at all levels so
that regardless of how much one fights to enact change,
others fight just as hard to maintain the status quo of
disharmony and discord.

BELIEVE TRUMP OR YOUR LYING EYES

“Narrowness of mind is often the cause of obstinacy,”
wrote François de La Rochefoucauld. “We do not easily
believe beyond what we see.” This is proven as we watch
normally reasonable Americans believe in the myths, lies
and fantasies that Trump continues to sow.
What is sad and frightening is how vehemently
angry many Trump advocates have become. People
seem to abandon reason, then become an obstinate
mob. The deeper they find that they are in error,
the more angry they become.
Trump is enabled by those supporters, feeding on
their misaligned support like a Third World despot—or a
desperate child seeking attention—in such a way that he
is creating a dangerous precedent that threatens to destabilize our democracy simply because of a sadly pathetic
desire to promote himself.
This is the saddest reality. Promoting the Trump
brand is all that Donald J. Trump is concerned with, regardless of the rhetoric he spouts for the masses. He is
much like any number of dictators in power around the
world, as well as those throughout history; each of them
classic psychological studies in narcissistic antisocial behaviors.
We can be assured that Trump will not fade
into the twilight, not when he sees himself as some
self-righteous Messianic figure of the far right, and
not while he has any degree of support from his
constituency.
It is said that a person’s (or a nation’s) worth is estimated by their character, moral values and how they
conduct themselves in life. Let’s hope this is true, and
that with Biden and Harris, we can repair the bankrupt
morality that existed in 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue over
the last four years.
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Trump’s immigrant policies challenged
‘Remain in Mexico’ policy goes to
Supreme Court

The “Remain in Mexico” policy, in which border
guards physically prevent asylum seekers from approaching U.S. border stations on the U.S./Mexico border, will be
reviewed by the Supreme Court in 2021.
Remain in Mexico requires the asylum seekers—many of them fleeing extortion, rape and murder—to make an appointment months in the future
when they will be allowed to approach and state
their case. In the meantime, they must remain as
undocumented foreigners in Mexico, at risk of extortion, rape and murder.
The court will also review Trump’s executive order
declaring a state of emergency, in which he diverted money from other parts of budget to pay for border wall construction. Both cases will be too little, too late to contain
any damage to human rights, assuming that an incoming
Biden Administration cancels both of these policies. The
court’s rulings might only be useful as legal precedent

News from Mexico
by Eugene Walker

The clandestine graves of Guanajuato

Mexico City, Mexico—In the state of Guanajuato 52
clandestine graves containing 59 bodies of men, women
and adolescents were recently found.
As of Sept. 30, Guanajuato had 2,587 missing
persons, 409 more than in mid-July. Guanajuato
also leads nationally in the number of intentional
homicides—3,438 in the first nine months of the
year, almost a thousand more than in 2019! The
Guanajuato State Search Commission announced
the finding, but it has been the families of the disappeared who formed committees to search for
their loved ones and who made the grim discoveries. Family members often participate in searches
with their faces covered and, sometimes, wearing
bulletproof vests. They take extreme precautions
against the narco-traffic gangs who carry out the
vast majority of disappearances and murders.
In the Mexico of armed conflict, the clandestine grave
is a site of multiple human rights violations. Since 2006,
the year of the beginning of the militarization of public
security and the escalation of homicides and disappearances, 4,092 graves with 6,900 bodies have been registered. To date there are 77,585 missing persons, with
38,891 unidentified bodies in the country’s morgues.
More and more mothers are looking for their children
and all the other missing persons. In doing so they have
become the defenders of human rights, builders of peace,
and the country’s moral reserve.

Lopez Obrador’s developmentalism
faces resistance

Mexico’s President (often referred to as AMLO) is
forever claiming to be against neoliberalism, but has in
fact been practicing a combination of neoliberalism with
state-capitalism in his developmentalist projects in many
parts of Mexico. Projects include a projected Mayan train
and a transoceanic corridor in southern Mexico, a thermoelectric plant to soon begin operating in central Mexico, and a new oil refinery.
All these are backed with private and state
funds. These and other projects are threatening
Indigenous and campesino communities. Hurried
and manipulated “consultations” have taken place
to give “legitimacy” to Obrador’s plans. However,
resistance from below is growing.
Sometimes it takes the form of communities filing
petitions and making demands in court. Other times, direct action: blocking construction along railroad lines; sitins; marches and other demonstrations. The Resistance
is working to put a brake on this form of private/state
capitalism.

The COVID-19 reality

Mexico is in deep trouble with the pandemic. Multiple states and communities are hot spots with cases and
deaths at high levels. In many of the maquiladoras near
the U.S. border, outbreaks have occurred. Non-essential
factories are supposed to be closed, but remain open in
violation of the law.
Workers are often forced to work under unsafe conditions. Several wildcat strikes have occurred. Still maquiladora capitalism marches on. Meanwhile, President
AMLO parades around the country, most often without
a preventive mask—a wonderful example for the country.

The Zapatistas

A new series of Communications have been issued by
the Zapatistas, whose communities have been closed since
COVID-19 struck Mexico. They report on their situation
vis-a-vis the virus, and continue their important resistance along with the Congreso Nacional Indigena against
the Federal government developmentalist projects.
Most importantly, they announced their plans to
travel to the five continents beginning with Europe this
coming Spring. They will be reporting on their work in
Mexico, their determination to be, not objects or victims,
but living, developing people, determined to be free. This
is an example of the Zapatistas unique concept of internationalism.
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Count every vote!

against any possible future administration that tries to
mimic Trump.

Efforts to find parents of separated
immigrant children continue

Before the family separation policy on the border
went into effect nationwide, eventually leading to protests
and a popular outcry, there had been a 2017 pilot program operating exclusively in El Paso, Tex. About 1,000
families were separated that year in El Paso, and now according to a legal brief filed in San Diego on Oct. 20, the
parents of 545 (later updated to 666) children still have
not been found. The parents were deported long before
courts ordered the practice halted in 2018 and that the
parents’ whereabouts must be recorded. In a horrifyingly
purposeful move, the Trump Administration lacked any
kind of plan to keep track of the deported parents before
they were actually ordered to make one.
A steering committee made up of the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Justice in Motion,
and other non-governmental organizations have
acted as court-appointed monitors in an attempt to
locate the parents at the expense of the federal government. The passage of time and complications
due to pandemic travel have slowed some of these
efforts, which include working with organizational
partners within Mexico and Central America. In
addition, the deported parents may be in hiding,
as they face the same dangers and challenges that
they originally fled.
According to the status report filed by the ACLU and
the administration, the parents of 75 of the children are
likely contactable but have not yet been reached; another
187 children have parents whose likely location is determined but without a method of contact; and the remaining 283 children have parents who could not be located
so far.
Some of the parents who were contacted opted to
have their children stay with sponsors in the U.S. (other
relatives or foster homes). Sabrina Rojas Weiss, an expert
on parenting, wrote: “this is an act of desperation made
by people who want better lives for their kids than they
can have at home. Of course they would like to be reunited, but not if it means they’ll all be in danger again.”
—Buddy Bell

QUEERNOTES
by Elise

Thailand’s LGBTQ community and anti-government
protesters marched in this year’s Pride Parade. Over
1,000 marchers demanded the resignation of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, limitations on King Maha Vajiralongkorn’s powers, human rights for all of Thailand’s
people, more freedom for women, and democracy.
* * *
Black and brown Trans, non-binary and gender nonconforming people on the South and West Sides of Chicago have mutual aid organization Brave Space Alliance
(BSA) to turn to for safe space, resources and supplies.
Soap, groceries, baby supplies, support groups, microgrants, HIV prevention programs, the Crisis Pantry and
the Trans Relief Fund are among BSA’s offerings. They
will soon launch telehealth services providing therapists
to remotely refer people to services including, but not limited to, hormone therapy and getting gender changes on
IDs. BSA is an oasis in a desert, because the vast majority
of Chicago’s LGBTQ organizations are on the North Side.
* * *
Queer rights activist Pamela Adie
produced the first
Lesbian love story
film “Ife” on an on-demand platform so it
can be viewed worldwide and not be censored by the government of Nigeria, in
spite of the Nigerian
Film and Video Censors Board’s strong
warning against its
broadcast. In Nigeria, anyone even suspected of being in a
same-sex relationship can be jailed for 14 years or, in the
Northern states, be stoned to death. But partly because of
popular LGBTQ films and TV series which TIERS/Initiative for Equal Rights has produced, about 30% of Nigerians support same-sex families.
* * *
When Trans Sistas of Color Project (TSCP), which
provides assistance and resources to Transgender women
of color, found themselves locked out of the Detroit Rescue
Mission Ministries, the venue for their “Building A Dream
House” awards brunch, they video messaged their predicament on Facebook. Cedric McClain, the co-manager of
the Ruth Ellis Center Second Stories Drop-In Center, saw
the video and, together with co-manager Angelika Lewis,
invited TSCP to hold their awards brunch there. Trans
Sistas allies Brenda S. White and pediatrician Maureen
Connolly were the award winners. Detroit Rescue will issue a full refund to Trans Sistas.

Count every vote demonstration in Oakland, Calif., on Nov. 4, 2020.

Photo: Urszula Wislanka/News & Letters

Oakland, Calif.—In virtually every Bay Area city at
least several hundred came out to “Count Every Vote”
rallies on Nov. 4, the day after the election with the feeling, as one speaker put it, “vacillating between anxiety
and hope.” Defeating Trump and protecting the vote only
reflected deeper issues raised in Oakland’s Oscar Grant
Plaza, called “ground zero for people power” because it
was the site of Occupy Oakland.
The “interfaith rally for human integrity” challenged all to imagine defunding the police and fully
funding schools, healthcare and the kind of future
we want for our children and future generations.
Elder George opened the rally by saying we’re all
guests on Ohlone land, where every person is precious,
the earth is precious, as is counting every vote. “We’re
here,” he said, “to defeat injustice, hate and choose life.”
Bay Resistance raised the ongoing struggle against the
abuse of immigrants by customs officials at the San Francisco airport and at the ICE Richmond detention facility.
#WeAreAllEssential demanded “respect, full pay and fair
elections.”
The ongoing theme was human solidarity, the
spirit of “I am because you are,” and readiness “to
show up for one another to defeat U.S. fascism, racism and white supremacy.”
Everywhere the election was seen not as an end but
as a possible opening for the ongoing struggle for a new
human society.
—Marxist-Humanist

The MarxistHumanist
Theory of StateCapitalism:
selected writings by
Raya Dunayevskaya
This collection of 17 writings by
Raya Dunayevskaya, founder of MarxistHumanism in the U.S., contains a selection of her
writings on the theory of state-capitalism, ranging
from her original analysis of Russia as a state-capitalist
society in the early 1940s to writings on the global
phenomenon of state-capitalism from the 1940s to our
era.
“Raya Dunayevskaya’s essays on the nature of capitalist and Soviet societies are full of the kind of scholarly
insights and political wisdom that no one interested
in these topics can afford to ignore. A mind-stretching
exercise for those willing to risk it!”
—Bertell Ollman
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Black-led revolt defeats Trump’s racist campaign

continued from p. 1
However limited such measures may be, this
ing pandemic continues to ravage the world. Biden is not
election revealed a huge swing away from the prolikely to halt the continuing disintegration of U.S.-China
Charlottesville in 2017, when counterprotester Heather
police, pro-prison orthodoxy before which both Rerelations. He would continue the growing militarization
Heyer was murdered. That has developed to the point of
publicans and Democrats bowed for decades.
of the economy—not only a separate internet in the West,
hundreds of white supremacist terrorists operating hand
The Biden campaign sought to harness the millions
or some section of it, without Huawei technology, but also
in hand with the police in places like Kenosha, Wisconsin,
who recoiled from Trump’s “giddy whirl of perpetually
a rebuilt rare earth mining industry in the U.S. with maswhere protesters Joseph Rosenbaum and Anthony Huber
self-creating disorder,” as Hegel put it.6
sive Pentagon investment.
were murdered on Aug. 25 by a right-wing terrorist.
There have been hundreds of violent right-wing atRETURN TO NORMAL vs. REACH FOR FUTURE
SELF-LIMITING STEP TOWARD CLIMATE ACTION
tacks against protesters this year, including over 100 inThe opposition to Trump is an uneasy mixture of
On climate, he made substantial concessions to the
cidents of driving vehicles into crowds. An estimated 300
those who want to salvage the Clinton-Bush-Obama norDemocratic Party’s left wing, but in return required his
self-described militia groups have 15,000 to 20,000 active
malcy with people who are reaching for the future. The
running mate Kamala Harris and other key supporters
members. The far Right has easily infiltratto abandon their demand for a fracking ban.
ed and recruited within police forces across
He never acknowledges the urgency of windthe nation, notably the brutal, notoriously
ing down all fossil fuel extraction and use.
racist BorTac unit of the Border Patrol, one
The Obama-Biden administration overof the federal forces used to viciously attack
saw a huge expansion of fracking to extract
protesters in Portland, Ore.
oil and gas under an “all of the above” enThe events in Kenosha cast a
ergy policy. Biden’s attachment to “all of the
harsh light on the reality of pervaabove” still includes disastrous nuclear powsive, systemic racism that neither the
er and carbon capture and storage,9 which
Republican nor the Democratic Party
has only been an excuse to keep burning
wants to acknowledge. Jacob Blake, a
fossil fuels.
29-year-old Black man, was brutally
One of his top advisers is Ernest Moniz,
shot in the back seven times in front of
whose ties to carbon capture and to fossil
his young children on Aug. 23, paralyzfuel industries provoked an open letter from
ing him. This new—but unfortunately
80 environmental groups calling on Biden
unsurprising—outrage reinvigorated
not to hire Moniz. A Biden transition team
the new stage of revolt that has never
member, Michael McCabe, led DuPont’s destopped since the police murdered
fense of the toxic chemical PFOA.10 Biden
George Floyd in Minneapolis on May
named Rep. Cedric Richmond, one of the
At the Aug. 28 March on Washington. Photo by Victoria Pickering. https://www.flickr.com/photos/vpickering/50279299321/
25.
top Democratic recipients of oil and gas
Like many of their counterparts in
money, to head the White House Office of
other cities, the Kenosha police were determined to show
latter is seen in many declarations like this: “This is how
Public Engagement, to be “a liaison with the business
their dominance and lack of remorse, violently repressing
the system operates. It’s not broken. When we fight for
community and climate change activists.”11
protests with tear gas and rubber bullets. The rebellion
Breonna Taylor, we fight to destroy the system and create
No wonder the oil industry sees this election as
intensified, burning some buildings and vehicles.
a new one.”7 It has been manifested in this year’s deep
“an overwhelming victory”!12
In contrast to their violence toward Jacob
and persistent nationwide revolt, as well as in the many
To this day, Biden links climate and environmental
Blake and protesters, police welcomed with open
strikes that have erupted. In fact, class struggles over the
action to continued economic growth, meaning capitalist
arms white supremacist terrorists who answered
pandemic sparked the first global strike wave in many
accumulation—which is the root of ever-expanding ecoa militia “call to arms.” Even when one of them, a
years.8
logical destruction and global warming.
17-year-old Trump/“blue lives matter” supporter,
The reaching for the future has been manifestOutside his Oct. 15 town hall, middle school activmurdered two protesters and the crowd called for
ed as well even before this year in recent outpourists held a protest to demand climate action, representhis arrest, police let him walk right by them.
ings for Black Lives Matter, the Women’s Marches,
ing an entire youth movement that recognizes the climate
There is a fuzzy boundary between the terrorists, the
the battle over family separations, the climate
crisis as an emergency and sees the future of humanity
police, the Trump administration, and the Republican
strikes, the March for Our Lives, and the struggle
threatened.13
Party that has welcomed the far Right as a key element of
at Standing Rock. The urgency of defeating Trump
No “return to
its base, and thus squelched FBI investigations into the
and the fascists must not be allowed to cover over
normal” can
terrorists and their infiltration into police departments.
the way the system-preservers represented by the
come
anyHundreds of “domestic terrorism” investigations have
Joe Biden campaign want to harness, channel and
where close to
been opened since George Floyd was murdered, but the
tame the potentially revolutionary forces.
resolving that
bulk of them are aimed at anti-racism protesters. NonvioThe Biden slogan of “unity” means class collaboration
emergency.
lent Indigenous water protectors and Black Lives Matter
under the guidance of the capitalist class. In other words,
Biden
demonstrators are being investigated, and in some cases
the battle is not only one of first negation but within that
will
enter
prosecuted, on “terrorism” charges, while actual killers
opposition to clarify and move toward a full negation of
the
White
like the one in Kenosha do not get charged as terrorists.
the negation, the positive movement toward the new, toHouse with

REVERBERATIONS OF GEORGE FLOYD REVOLT

Vicious repression did not stop the revolt against the
criminal injustice system and for Black lives and liberation. The energy unleashed by that and other movements
also fueled the organizing that led to voter turnout that
defeated Trump in states he won in 2016: Black in Georgia, Michigan, Wisconsin2 and Pennsylvania; Latinx in
Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico and Georgia;
Native American in Wisconsin and Arizona;3 and everywhere a youth turnout that went more than 60% against
Trump. That also defeated a reactionary Trumpite senator in Arizona and forced two more in Georgia into runoffs
in January.
The idea brought to the fore by this year’s revolt, abolition of the police and prison system—or
the milder “defund the police”—was not on the ballot, but many police reform and oversight measures
were passed.
The closest to partially defunding the police was
Measure J in Los Angeles County, called “Reimagine LA
County.” It requires 10% of unrestricted general funds
to go to services such as housing and mental health programs rather than prisons and policing.4
Several states loosened drug laws, which, like the
whole criminal injustice system, are used in racist and
classist ways. Several reformist prosecutors won elections, including in Los Angeles, where the notoriously
pro-police Jackie Lacey was turned out.5 (See “LA voters
dump killer cop protector Jackie Lacey,” p. 8.)
History shows that many of the reform measures
passed will not have much effect on how the police operate. That includes civilian forms of oversight such as
passed in several cities from San Diego to Kyle, Texas. In
Portland, Ore., the Portland Police Association arrogantly filed a grievance against the civilian police commission
measure passed by 80% of voters.
The limits of electoral politics are evident in how the
energy and radical ideas from below got funneled into
such meager reforms, and most Democrats ran away from
the phrase “defund the police.”
2. “Joe Biden, Black Lives Matter activists helped you win Wisconsin. Don’t forget us,” by Justin Blake, The Guardian, Nov. 16,
2020.
3. See “How Indigenous voters swung the 2020 election,” by
Anna V. Smith, High Country News, Nov. 6, 2020.
4. “Police reform was a big winner this election,” by Rachel
Ramirez, vox.com, Nov. 13, 2020.
5. See “,” p. 8, “After a summer of protest, Americans voted for
policing and criminal justice reform,” by Mark Berman and Tom
Jackman, Washington Post, Nov. 14, 2020.

ward full liberation, emerging out of the first negation.

THE WISH TO RETURN TO NORMAL

We should not underestimate the pull of the longing
for a return to “normal.” The pandemic, as well as the
overall ecological crisis that unleashed it, show that is
impossible. Every day we see effects of the climate crisis
in the fires in California, Brazil and Siberia; hurricanes
and floods; heat waves and locusts. Nor are the far-Right
forces that rallied around Trump going away. But longing
for normal is being used as an ideological weapon in the
battle for the future of humanity. The urgency of negating
so many crises generates the temptation to focus on the
first negation.
Biden presents himself as a more competent
manager of American capitalism and has opposed
Left liberatory ideas and tried to rein in freedom
movements for his entire career. His campaign’s
focused on winning over white moderates, and underestimated the droves of Black, Latinx and Native American voters who turned out because of
the social movements and actually assured his victory. It is also reflected in his policy stance.
For instance, Biden, a key supporter of the 1994 Clinton crime bill, adamantly opposes defunding the police
and is ambivalent about admitting their systemic racism.
He called for the invasion of Iraq—calling the Senate
authorization of force that he pushed “a march to peace
and security”—well before Bush ordered it in 2003. He
later proposed partitioning Iraq. He would not consider
transforming the militaristic, imperialist role of the U.S.
If he went as far as the party’s left wing to offer a
“Green” 21st-century version of the New Deal, we should
recall that it would be a plan for a statist capitalism, like
the 1930s New Deal, which did not end the Great Depression’s economic crisis on the way to total war. Today’s depression is not over. Already rivaling the 1930s in some
respects, it threatens to get much worse as the gallop6. Raya Dunayevskaya’s Philosophy and Revolution saw this in
Mao’s “cultural revolution.” There is more than a little affinity
with Maoism in today’s Republican Party, particularly in such
luminaries as Trump, Steve Bannon and Newt Gingrich.
7. Spoken by Aislinn Pulley from Black Lives Matter Chicago at
a rally on the South Side. “After Cops Who Killed Breonna Taylor
Cleared, Chicagoans Take To The Streets: ‘A Piece Of Wall …
Has More Rights Than A Black Woman,’ ” by Joe Ward, blockclubchicago.com, Sept. 23, 2020.
8. That includes creative acts of resistance by postal workers
across the country. See “Postal Service Workers Quietly Resist
DeJoy’s Changes with Eye on Election,” by Jacob Bogage, Washington Post, Sept. 29, 2020.

the grand- Indigenous, climate justice, environmental, feminist
est climate and other groups protested Nov. 19-20 at the Demoaction plan cratic National Committee headquarters in Washof any presi- ington over Biden’s hiring fossil-connected staff.
It Takes Roots. https://www.facebook.com/ittakesroots/
dent,
yet Photo:
photos/pcb.2524861517819166/2524837774488207
his commitment to the capitalist order will prevent the kind
of fundamental transformation that scientists and
the youth climate justice movement point out is
needed. This leaves the door open for far right ideology and the next demagogue.
Electoral politics may briefly pull us back from the
brink, but it cannot halt capitalism’s rush to self-destruction, bringing humanity along with it. The self-activity
of the masses is needed to overcome reaction and move
toward a new direction. The movements of Black America, labor, women, youth, LGBTQI, immigrants, Latinx
and Native Americans will not stop because of an election. When they recognize themselves as Subjects of revolution, reject the limitations of the state/capital system
and its electoral politics, and unite behind an idea of fullblown liberation that encompasses the striving of all the
diverse Subjects, then it is they, not the ruling class and
its politicians, who will determine the future.
9. “The Biden Plan for a Clean Energy Revolution and Environmental Justice,” joebiden.com.
10. “Dear Joe Biden: are you kidding me?” by Erin Brockovich,
The Guardian, Nov., 19, 2020.
11. “Senior Biden adviser set for key role has ties to oil and gas,
climate activists warn,” by Oliver Laughland and Emily Holden,
The Guardian, Nov. 19, 2020.
12. “Oil and gas lobbyists optimistic about 2021,” by Jacob Dick,
Laredo Morning Times, Nov. 15, 2020.
13. “Outside Biden’s town hall, middle school activists demand
climate action,” by Emily Pontecorvo, grist.org, Oct. 16, 2020.

NEWS & LETTERS

V OL. 6 5 / NO. 6

Nove m b e r-De c e m b e r 2 0 2 0

News & Letters (ISSN 0028-8969) is published bi-monthly.
Subscriptions are $5 a year (bulk order of 5 or more copies, 25c
each) from News & Letters, 228 S. Wabash, #230, Chicago, IL
60604. Phone 312-431-8242. Fax 312-431-8252. Periodical postage
paid at Chicago, IL. POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to News & Letters, 228 S. Wabash, #230, Chicago, IL 60604.
Articles may be reprinted verbatim if credited to "News & Letters."
Raya Dunayevskaya, Chairwoman, National Editorial Board (1955-1987).
Charles Denby, Editor (1955-1983).
Franklin Dmitryev, National Organizer, News and Letters Committees.
Terry Moon, Managing Editor. Felix Martin, Labor Editor (1983-1999).
Olga Domanski, National Organizer (1958-2015). John Alan, National
Editorial Board Member Emeritus (2008-2011).
News & Letters is indexed by Alternative Press Index.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2020

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Buddy Bell

A viral video taken by a bystander of Nigeria’s Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) showed officers stealing
a car from a young man in early October, the 60th anniversary of Nigerian independence. The video propelled
youth marches around the country and traffic to the preexisting Twitter hashtag #EndSARS. On Oct. 9, a teenage girl marching in the Lagos suburb of Ikeja held a sign
saying, “SARS Kill, SARS Rape, SARS Extort, End SARS
Now,” an indictment of the squad’s long-term abuses of
youth. For example, Amnesty International documented
82 cases of torture since 2017.

NEWS & LETTERS – www.newsandletters.org

Page 11

Underlying the joyous celebrations by mostly Black
Detroit voters of the results of the 2020 election is a steely
determination to hold on to nationwide power—not to return to an old normal or a new normal, but to face the
realities of racism, police brutality, economic disaster and
a broken healthcare system and to reach for a better future. People writing, posting and speaking for themselves
express this best:
From Curt, a nationally-recognized Detroit
artist: “White Republican Challengers are trying to intimidate and challenge the votes. Republican Trump
COVID-19 Super Spreaders have come by the truckloads,
surrounded and entered buildings, cutting up and trying
to obstruct, chanting ‘Stop The Vote! Stop the Vote!’ The
Orange Man is losing the presidency in Michigan and his
FOX Super Spreadin’ Super Losers are losing their minds
beggin’ stop the count.
“GOP, listen to me. Noah warned the people in the
Bible days, it was going to rain. The people laughed at
Noah and partied at their MAGA Covid Trump rallies.
They clowned and didn’t wear masks or social distance.
They said rain was a hoax! But the rain came.
“I’m Curt The Hurt and I approved this message!!!”

to be integrated, and actively arguing, with anger
and hostility, towards children. People who were
against busing. People who were against integration…This was my first taste of it. And baby, let me
tell you, that is something—it’s powerful. It is negative and it undermines the fabric of this democracy.
“You [the mob that stormed the absentee ballot counting center] came down here with a specific agenda…. You
were going to assert that on a group of people who you
thought were just gonna lay down and take it; but it’s a
different day. I was proud of the response of Detroiters, of
those Black women and Black men who stood up to make
sure that wasn’t gonna happen. Not in our city, not on our
watch, not today…. We shouldn’t kid ourselves about how
much progress we think we’ve made, because the angry
white mob is still there and they’re ready.
“But I definitely feel more aware of how important
the right to vote is and how voter suppression is still very
real… We know the history.… Detroiters need to understand we should not ever take our power for granted….
I want Detroiters to understand and to really own our
power and our voice and how we are game-changers…”

Detroit voters speak truth to power



Nigerians and supporters in Glasgow, Scotland demonstrate to end SARS,
on Oct. 25, 2020. Signs say: “#ANewNigeria, We want New Nigeria, Nigerian
Lives Matter,” and “We Want A Better Nigeria, End SARS /SWAT Now.”
Photo: www.facebook.com/ngrnsocialists/

A sit-in protest in another suburb, Lekki, lasted two
weeks before a combination of government forces and unidentified goons opened fire on the crowd of mostly young
people on Oct. 20, killing 38 of them. DJ Switch is a young
Nigerian musician who filmed and instagrammed the
massacre in Lekki. She told InStyle magazine: “SARS
has been a cancer on the streets of Nigeria, targeting the
youth, the poor, and hardworking Nigerians trying to
earn a living…. Justice must be served for those who sadly but bravely died in these protests. Our leaders need to
be held accountable for corruption and the lack of pretty
much everything. If there is no accountability, they keep
the oppression going.”
* * *
At least 50 student residential advisors (RAs) at Cornell University boycotted orientation meetings on Aug.
19, protesting the increased workload and work hazards
they were expected to face in the COVID-19 era while not
gaining a commensurate raise in pay. The administration
reached out to negotiate with the students a day later.
Another 40 RAs at SUNY Oneonta threatened to strike,
but the university sent students home when it went to allvirtual instruction. Then, on Labor Day, more than 100
RAs at the University of Michigan joined with graduate
student instructors in a week-long strike for higher pay
and access to regular testing for COVID-19. On Sept. 10,
hundreds of RAs came to a settlement with administrators at the University of Utah. As one RA told the Salt
Lake Tribune: “We’re supposed to check in on students
and deliver their mail and so many other duties added
this year. We feel overworked and under-supported.”
* * *
Students at Hong Kong Polytechnic University found
themselves blocked by metal fences on Nov. 12, which
prevented them from hanging banners over the side of
a pedestrian bridge. So they used hundreds of padlocks
instead, arranging them to spell: “Save the 12,” referring
to 12 Hong Kong youth who were abducted from a boat in
international waters and are now indefinitely detained
in mainland China. The fence was removed within days.

Biking Mexico Diary

From a non-partisan election challenger: “In
all three polling locations in Northwest Detroit, the poll
workers were universally serious about respecting every
voter and helping each one to achieve a valid vote. Experienced poll workers helped new ones. Voters, too, were
patient and serious—wearing masks and maintaining
appropriate distances.
“The State of Michigan ‘partnered’ with the city to
support and correct its elections processes, notorious for
years for major errors. A $7.2 million grant from a nonprofit helped the city raise pay and hire and train enough
poll workers, open early voting centers and install secure
ballot drop boxes.
But the massive turnout and absentee and
early voting came from the community, self-organizing, as we realized the extent of the voter suppression efforts. One resident gratefully observed
a letter carrier place several absentee ballots into
a drop box, rather than risking the Trump administration’s engineered mail slowdowns.
There was a general feeling that Detroit held the fate
of the nation in its hands.”



From BridgeDetroit.com: Inside Detroit’s election:
Black women’s stories of the count and the mayhem.
Olivia Lewis: “We’ve always been so focused on the
front end, getting out the votes, it never occurred to me
how much was needed to actually protect the vote…I was
surprised by the level of aggression that I saw from some
of the Republican challengers. I became angered when
they were demanding entry. Certainly, I thought it was
intimidating and threatening, and a violation of the law.
“They started chanting, ‘Stop the vote, stop
the vote.’ But I tell you, the City of Detroit election
team…didn’t engage. They weren’t provoked, they
didn’t cower…They kept us encouraged. So when
the chanting was going on, they got on the mic to
say, ‘Stay focused, keep working.’ And we did…. We
were determined that we were going to do our jobs,
and no one was going to stop that.
“We need to do a better job of engaging with the community on a regular basis so that…all the infrastructure
that gets put into making sure people vote and vote for
their candidates could be used to make sure that basic
services are being met, that people’s needs are being addressed and that the community is taken care of. The
energy needs to exist around the clock, not just around
election time.
“I have never, in my 43 years, experienced what
I’m going to call the angry white mob that you see
in the history books. The people who were standing at the entrance to the schools that were trying

Indigenous protect the forest, land and water

Veracruz, Mexico—Several months ago, a friend and I
left Mexico City on our bikes and went south to explore
the country. We traveled to Coatepec, a small town south
of Xalapa, capital of Veracruz. Coatepec flourished in the
early 20th Century due to its production of coffee, sugarcane and honey. However, due to changes in the 1970s
world capitalist sphere, Coatepec abandoned its agricultural origins and developed as a tourist economy, which
impoverished its farmers and therefore its people.

WATER EQUALS LIFE

Then we rode to Xico, which has suffered almost the
same fate. Crossing the San Marcos bridge, we realized
our tires were flat, and we began looking for a mechanic.
Local women led us to Don Pepe, a guy in his sixties who
has a workshop. He gladly agreed to help us and he began
sharing all sorts of tales and advice.
He told us about the local organization of birdwatchers, to which his father used to belong, who
aim to protect endangered species from illegal
hunters. “One or another afternoon I still see black
or red toucans standing on that tree,” he said. Then
Don Pepe shared his most wonderful treasure—the
story of the people of San Marcos in defense of
their water.

Joined by his older brother Luis, they told us how a
landlord wanted to sell the access to a spring next to his
property to a private company. The people immediately
reacted because this would mean no more water for them,
and they stopped the robbery before it took place. “If you
go on this road, you’ll find the spring. It’s so clean and
healthy that you’ll want to come back and drink it every
day,” Don Pepe said.
We thought of all the banners that we have seen
throughout the region about the defense of the forest, land and water. The central zone of Veracruz is
graciously touched by Mother Nature. Coca-Cola,
Bimbo, Nestlé and other companies have planted
their tentacles here, trying to turn free natural
richness into “natural resources” for narrow capitalist uses. They’d want to deepen this, but people
are organizing everywhere to stop not just the destruction of nature, but the human species itself.
The story of San Marcos is just one within the mosaic
of struggles—taking part not only in Veracruz, but in the
whole country, continent and world! That is where people
and life stand on one side and capitalism on the other.
How do we turn these pieces of resistance into the colorful
picture of a new, free, reconciliated world?
—Héctor



From Elena H., community activist: “So although
we are glad Trump is—well, sort of—gone, be aware that
the actors who left Detroit to drown in a debt we did not
create are at the helm here. They don’t want us to have
universal healthcare. They won’t protect us from the
bankers. Be aware and don’t get alarmed. Stay steadfast
and stay awake.



Michigan Liberation, organization for social
justice and prison abolition: Saturday, Nov. 7, we took
time to breathe, to cry and to rejoice. We celebrated the
power of marginalized voices and that nothing will stop
us from having our voices heard, and votes counted. On
Monday, we will get back to work because we know this
election changes the players on the field but too many of
the rules continue to work against marginalized groups.
—Susan Van Gelder

Latin America Notes
by Eugene Walker

Chile—On Oct. 25, the Chilean masses delivered a
decisive “No” to one of the last vestiges of the Pinochet
era. They voting overwhelmingly—80%—to get rid of the
1980 Constitution and begin the process of writing a new
one. The drafting of the new Constitution is to be done by
a citizen-elected, citizen-led group—not by political parties. On one level this is a great advance from the dark
night of neoliberalism that has characterized Chile in the
decades of post-Pinochet rule. But on another level, it is
a containment of the creative protests and aspiration of
the youth, women, the Indigenous Mapuche and much of
the urban masses within narrow, electoral, “safe” parameters.
In October 2019, a refusal to accept a small increase
in transportation fares began a year of massive protests
and demonstrations against the reactionary government
of Sebastián Piñera. His administration met these protests with vicious repression time and time again. The
demonstrators’ demands were no mere protest against a
fare increase, but were also for a different society, a different way of life. Whether any of this can occur within the
confines of constitutionalism remains to be seen.
* * *
Bolivia—The presidential election held this past October delivered a massive repudiation of the right-wing
forces that had taken over the government when Evo Morales was forced to flee last year after a contested election. The overwhelming victory of MAS (Movement for
Socialism) candidate Luis Arce must be credited to the
powerful social movements that refused to bend under
the attacks of the government of Jeanine Áñez. Evo Morales and his former Vice President Garcia Linera have
rightfully returned to the country. However, sharp rejection of the Right does not necessarily mean a return to
the Andean-Amazonian capitalism that Garcia Linera
was promoting. Many of Bolivia’s Indigenous population
were questioning the direction of Morales’ administration
in his last period of rule. Can Bolivia’s social movements
forge a more fully liberatory direction?
* * *
Colombia—Thousands upon thousands of Indigenous people marched hundreds of miles from the Cauca
region, through Cali to the capital Bogotá. They were demanding a meeting with President Iván Duque to protest
the extreme violence being used against their peoples.
They called their march “minga Indígena.” Minga is a
word used for communal work in pre-Conquest times.
Now it has taken on an additional significance: “a collective act of protest, a call to recover what a community
believes it has lost: territory, peace, lives.” Duque refused
to meet with the protesters.
The decomposition of Colombian society continues
unabated, even after the “peace accords” were signed to
end the decades-long war with the rebel group FARC.
Former FARC militants are being assassinated, as are
human rights activists and Indigenous peoples. On the
other hand, former rightist President Álvaro Uribe, who
has been charged with various human rights crimes, has
now been released from house arrest.
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WORLD IN VIEW

Caucasus war

of the same types of conflicts arose. By 1920, Stalin’s brutality toward Georgia led Lenin to see a lapse “into imperialist attitudes toward oppressed minorities.”
Lenin’s recognition of the role of Great Russian
chauvinism was not only a political insight, but an
opening onto the deepening of his philosophic perspective. It was the possibility, ended by ill health
and imminent death, of working through his philosophic ambivalence and reconnecting with Karl
Marx’s philosophy
of revolution in
permanence.
Indeed, from the moment Marx formulated the idea of
permanent revolution in reference to
HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY,
the “Jewish quesAND REVOLUTION
tion,” the ultimate
For almost three decades
test of revolutionthe U.S., Russia, and France
ary thought was
have done nothing to resolve
its concretization
the issues fueling the conin regard to the naflict. More significant is the
tional question.
fact that the seven decades of
This
is
why
Soviet Russian rule did nothRaya Dunayevskaya,
ing to deal with these issues,
founder of Marxistdespite the state-capitalist
Humanism in the
Protesters
in
the
public
square
of
Yerevan,
the
capital
of
Armenia,
on
April
22,
Communist Party’s rhetoric of
U.S.,
developed the
2018. They were demonstrating against Serzh Sargsyan’s third consecutive term
internationalism.
philosophic category
in office.
Following the 1917 Rusof Black masses as
sian Revolution, the Caucasus
vanguard for the American revolution.
nations saw a brief period of independence in which some
It was the aim of Marxist-Humanists’ work on Bosnia
in the 1990s to continue the development of this perspective. Lacking this theoretical and practical development
we see, as history has demonstrated once again in the
Caucasus, there is no way to break the endless cycle of
In early November, terrorists linked to Daesh, the “Iscapital accumulation and war.
lamic State,” beheaded up to 50 villagers, men and boys,
in Mozambique’s northern province of Cabo Delgado.
Called al-Shabab by local residents, the insurgency that
began in 2017 with machetes and barefoot fighters has esTens of thousands of students, many from high
calated with sophisticated arms and foreign trainers who
schools, have been carrying on massive demonstrations
were driven out of Iraq and Syria.
for months. While centered in the capital, Bangkok, proThe conflict has created over 400,000 refugees
tests are occurring throughout the country. There are
in a region already marked by food shortages and
three principal demands: the resignation of Prime Minhealth crises.
ister Prayut Chan-o-cha, a former army chief and head
In response to the gruesome attacks by these ISISof the 2014 military coup; rewriting the Constitution that
linked terrorists, the Mozambican security forces have
Prayut foisted on the country, including a Senate appointalso begun to commit atrocities. As Amnesty Internaed by the military; and reining in the vast privileges and
tional reported in September, there is evidence of torture
protections of the monarchy. The demands of the students
of prisoners, even attempted beheadings, the dismemberand other participants are significantly multidimensionment of alleged ISIS fighters, extrajudicial executions,
al.
and mass graves.
continued from p. 1
of the conflict, and provide some arms. But what really
made the difference in this year’s war was the presence of
high-tech weapons. The devastation of Armenian tanks
and positions by Israel-supplied drones, in particular,
led some military historians to see a whole new stage in
warfare.
In a world descending
into high-tech surveillance
state-capitalism, authoritarianism, and genocide apologetics, this new stage of warfare
is enough reason for all humanity to take heed.

EDITORIAL

ISIS in Mozambique
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EU enables fascism
The European Union has once more proved its feckless inability to halt the destruction of democracy by its
own member states, Hungary and Poland. The two countries caused a crisis by vetoing the EU budget, which is
needed, among other things, to fund the bloc’s COVID-19
recovery plan and shore up its devastated economies.
They vetoed it to prevent any EU sanctions for “violation
of the rule of law,” including the two countries’ subordination of their judiciaries to the government’s political dictates and party loyalty.

EU FIDDLED WHILE DEMOCRACY BURNED

In the last three years, Hungary and Poland have
each blocked attempts to sanction the other under EU
rules that require unanimity or near unanimity. The EU
might have stood a chance if it had acted before Poland
turned authoritarian under the Law and Justice party
(PiS) in 2015—but it utterly failed to act, wallowing in
illusions about European solidarity and the supremacy of
liberal democracy.
Time and again, the EU has slapped the wrists
of the Polish and Hungarian states, doing nothing
material to affect their behavior. All it achieved
was to strengthen the neo-fascists’ portrayal of
themselves as victims under siege from European
elites. At the same time, the EU never did anything
to stop the flow of massive subsidies to those states,
which used them in the most discriminatory and
politicized ways to punish domestic enemies and
cultivate patronage and support.
The EU’s current scramble to pass a budget in a moment of crisis will inevitably prove to be one more capitulation to the “illiberal democracy” of Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orbán and the PiS. The message has
been received by authoritarians around the world, and
especially within the EU, that they will meet little resistance from international blocs and institutions in their
march to a 21st-century fascism. It is one more sign of the
decay of global capitalism.
—F.D.

Massive student-led protests cover Thailand

WOMEN AND YOUTH TAKING THE LEAD

ATTACKS ON LAND AND SEA

In recent months the group has managed to capture,
and sometimes hold, a number of important towns. This
includes Mocimboa da Praia, close to the offshore natural gas fields tapped by international energy companies.
They consider this their new capital.
In September, ISIS terrorists also captured
the luxury resort Vamizi Island, with its expensive
hotels built by South Africa’s rich and favored by
celebrity actors and athletes. Energy companies in
the area have had to move their offshore drilling
facilities to avoid attacks. Economic threats like
this have spurred the governments of Zimbabwe,
Tanzania, and South Africa, among others, to see
the insurgency as a regional crisis.
Cabo Delgado has extensive energy resources, along
with some mineral wealth, but that hasn’t benefited the
local population. High unemployment helps fuel the insurgency.
—Gerry Emmett

There is huge participation by women as demonstrators and protest leaders. Women have spoken out against
the three branches of the Thai patriarchy that control the
country’s institutions: the military, the monarchy and the
Buddhist monkhood. Women are demanding fuller access
to abortions, decriminalization of prostitution, an end to
taxes on menstrual products and the elimination of school
rules meant to impose stereotypes of “femininity” upon
girls. LGBTQ+ rights are demanded as well.
Chumaporn Taengkliang, a co-founder of Women for Freedom and Democracy, a political alliance
that has helped spearhead the anti-government
rallies in Bangkok, noted: “The male supremacy society has been growing since the [2014] coup. That
needs to change. Women are not taking the back
seat. They are the front line.” (The New York Times,
Sept. 24, 2020)
Nattarika Donhongpai, a high school student attend-

ing a recent protest, spoke to the present moment: “Every
one of us wants a country that belongs to the people. We
want everyone to come out and use their rights and voices
to express everything.”

A MILITARY CAPITALISM

Another important issue is the maltreatment of conscripts by the army hierarchy. Military service is mandatory for men, though the rich can buy their way out of
service. In truth, Thailand is a country of military coups.
Dozens occurred throughout the 20th Century. Every
time the population rises to seek democracy, the military
stages a coup, often with fatal results to protesters. No
elections were allowed between 2014 and 2019. In 2020
a political party that was growing popular was ordered
dissolved.
The military works in conjunction with the
monarchy, protecting its status. Thailand is in a
certain sense a military capitalism. There are some
1,600 generals, the highest per capita in the world.
The army owns money-making development projects. It invested in banking and media as well as
running hotels, housing developments and golf
courses. Military men sit on the boards of private
corporations. It is the military that has not hesitated to punish, imprison, disappear, murder, those
who challenge its authority, or dare to criticize the
monarchy.
But still the protests continue. “We have to conquer
our fear, because if we don’t come out to fight then our
future will not improve,” spoke Rewat Chusub, a 41-yearold tailor.
—Eugene Walker

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES

Who We Are And What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees is an organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in
its private property form as in the U.S., and in
its state property form calling itself Communist, which appeared as the Russian Revolution
was transformed into its opposite. That retrogression anticipated the next stage of development—the age of state-capitalism. We stand for
a society of new human relations, what Marx
called a new Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in 1955, the
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against automation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott
against segregation—activities which signaled a
new movement from practice that was itself a
form of theory. News & Letters was created so
that the voices of revolt could be heard unseparated from the articulation of a philosophy of
liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was
Chairwoman of News and Letters Committees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker,
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal,
was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983.

The articulation of the relationship between the movement from practice which is
itself a form of theory and the movement from
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevskaya’s three major works.
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today
(1958), established the American roots of Marxism while presenting a comprehensive attack
on present-day Communism, which is a form of
state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in its
original form as “a thorough-going Naturalism or
Humanism,” while pointing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed by the working class. It
presented history and theory as emanating from
the movement from practice.
Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the
characteristic of the age and, tracing it historically, caught the link of continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, the
integration of dialectics and organization reflects
the revolutionary maturity of the age and the
passion for a philosophy of liberation.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a continent of thought and of revolution in his youth
to the “new moments” of his last decade. Written for our time of revolutions in developing
countries, the rise of the international women’s
liberation movement, and global economic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to make real
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the determinant for the relationship of theory and practice and as ground for organization.
These works spell out the philosophic
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civilization
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 1983)
concretizes it on the American scene and shows
the two-way freedom road between the U.S. and
Africa.
In 1989 News and Letters Committees
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philosophic breakthrough—her two letters on
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism.
This body of ideas challenges all those desiring freedom to transcend the limitations of
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed
revolutions, it becomes imperative not only

to reject what is, but to further work out the
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World Development, deposited at Wayne State University
in Detroit and available to all.
We aim to continue to develop MarxistHumanism and make it available to all who
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist,
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society,
we have adopted a committee form of organization rather than any elitist party “to lead.”
We participate in all class and freedom
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our
Constitution states:
“It is our aim…to promote the firmest
unity among workers, Blacks and other minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals who
have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of both
capital and labor.” We do not separate mass activities from the activity of thinking.
Send for a free copy of the Constitution of
News and Letters Committees or see it on our
website: www.newsandletters.org.

