
 The white supremacist organizers who promoted 
the “Freedom Convoy” to Ottawa, Canada’s national cap-
ital, beginning in January, called it a movement of the 
nation’s truck drivers. They predicted that as many as 
50,000 truckers, nearly one-third of the drivers licensed 
for U.S.-Canada transport, would be there. 

Yet the occupation itself undercut every element of 
their central message: that 
they were Canadian, that 
they were truck drivers, and 
that they were there to end 
COVID mandates. Confeder-

ate and Nazi flags and TRUMP 2024 banners, together 
with exposure by hackers of how much of the donations 
through GiveSendGo came from U.S. addresses, gave the 
lie to how authentically Canadian the blockade was. 
TRUCK DRIVERS’ DEMANDS

The mere couple hundred big rigs blocking Ottawa 
streets and just 10 trucks shutting down the Ambassador 
Bridge between Detroit and Windsor, outnumbered by 
the RVs and pickups of right-wing activists, made clear it 
wasn’t about truckers. 

Organizers’ demands that Parliament end all 
health restrictions would affect truck drivers al-
most not at all, because 90% of Canadian truckers 
have already been vaccinated, and U.S. regulations 
would still block unvaccinated Canadian drivers at 
the border. 

A movement led by truckers, instead of one disowned 
by union Teamsters and independent drivers, would like-
ly have focused on diesel fuel prices that are twice those 
in the U.S., on the imminent threat of self-driving trucks, 
and on the inhuman schedules that freight deliveries im-
pose that are contrary to human health. But this wasn’t a 
movement of truckers being diverted and coopted by fas-
cists—it was a fascist movement, with a few truckers out 
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Putin’s brutal war in Ukraine puts 
the future of humanity in doubt

Sham trucker convoys

by Faruq
Martin Luther King, Jr., said in his sermon of April 

3, 1968, on the eve of his assassination: “I’ve seen the 
Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want 
you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the 
Promised Land.”
FREEDOM, THE IRREPRESSIBLE IDEA

King’s reference to the Promised Land was his way 
of talking about the irrepressible idea of freedom. That 
idea reaches beyond any one individual’s life, and also 
beyond any of its particular manifestations, such as the 
Civil Rights Movement. He was going beyond the scope of 
the movement to confront the inhumanity of the economy 
as sanitation workers in Memphis were demanding hu-
man dignity: a living wage and better working conditions. 

Black history and the idea of freedom are in-
separable. We have to teach that Black history is 
the history of humanity becoming free. 

King was reaching for the world to recognize every-
one’s humanity. His assassination highlighted the pro-
phetic nature of that last speech. Assassinations are the 
pattern for Black men who speak out for humanity in 
such a total manner. King had to know that taking a posi-
tion against the Vietnam war and challenging the concen-
tration of wealth, put his life in even more danger. 

He declared that the U.S. is the foremost pur-
veyor of violence in the world. The elephant in the 
room is the accumulation of wealth and power at 
the cost of others’ lives.

When the idea of freedom is not articulated for it-
self, it can turn into its opposite. The celebration of Black 
history began by Black people expressing their desire to 
know their true identity and take pride in their striving 

The idea of freedom
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by Ron Kelch
On Feb. 24, in the dark of night, Russian president 

Vladimir Putin started a totally unprovoked invasion of 
Ukraine from three sides after a months-long buildup of 
190,000 troops. Along with streams of troops and tanks 
came a barrage of land- and sea-based missiles to induce 
“shock and awe” and 
submission. Instead, 
Putin’s latest and 
most massive grisly 
invasion confronted 
a fierce resistance in 
Ukraine as well as 
opposition he did not 
expect on Russian 
streets. 

The U.S. offer, 
indeed plea, to fly 
Ukrainian president 
Volodymyr Zelensky 
out of the country to 
safety, reflected the 
near universal ex-
pectation of a quick 
Russian victory. 
Zelensky responded, 
“I need ammunition, 
not a ride.” 

He opened 
Ukraine’s armor-
ies, distributing 18,000 automatic weapons to citi-
zens for defense against the Russians. Zelensky’s 
popularity skyrocketed to over 90%, as Ukrainians 
organized to make Molotov cocktails, ambushed 
armored vehicles, and stood unarmed in front of 
advancing tanks. Knowing Putin’s history of unbri-
dled brutality, over two million have already fled 
with their children to the western borders. 

As Ukrainian civilians, soldiers and militia, risking 
death, stalled the planned advance of one of the world’s 
most heavily armed militaries, Western European coun-
tries finally supported stiffer economic sanctions and 
promised to get more arms into the hands of Ukrainians.
RUSSIAN DEMONSTRATORS UNDERMINE PUTIN

The bravery of Ukrainians echoed in Russia, where 
protesters in over 50 cities dared to denounce the war, 
knowing full well that they risked arrest, blacklisting, 
even torture and death, which Putin’s regime has often 
dealt to dissidents. At the war’s start over 1,700 “No to 
War” protesters were arrested as the open defiance of the 
regime spread to many other forms of expression. 

Normally non-political public figures like 
singers and athletes creatively proclaimed their 

opposition to the war. Disgust with Putin explod-
ed on the internet. In Moscow, where demonstra-
tors marched under the banner “Ukraine-Peace, 
Russia-Freedom,” Elena Chernenko, an official for-
eign relations journalist, published an open letter 
in opposition to Russia’s war, which 280 other jour-
nalists signed. The shock for Chernenko, who im-

mediately lost her 
journalist creden-
tial, and for others 
was that Putin’s 
drawn-out troop 
maneuver was not 
a clever bargain-
ing strategy but 
preparation for 
a full-scale inva-
sion that began 
with bombing the 
Ukrainian cities of 
Kyiv and Kharkiv. 

The demonstra-
tions continued and 
within a few days 
over 6,000 were ar-
rested. By March 8 
the number rose to 
13,500. Many more 
signed open letters 
against the war: 
6,000 medical work-

ers, 3,400 architects and engineers, 500 teachers, 1,500 
elite graduates of the Moscow State Institute of Interna-
tional Relations. A Russian feminist group announced 
that March 8, International Women’s Day, would be a day 
of protest against militarism and Putin’s war crimes in 
Ukraine, recreating that day’s original meaning instead 
of the sort of patriarchal mother’s day it had become.
RUSSIA PAYING A LESSER PRICE

What is clear through the fog of war so far is the 
onset of a very bloody and costly conflict, especially for 
Ukrainians but also for Russians, who have thousands of 
casualties and whose economy is now in the midst of a 
precipitous downturn due to unprecedented sanctions im-
posed through institutions of international finance that 
are controlled by the U.S. and Europe. 

From the start Putin crowed about his ad-
vanced nuclear weapons—presumably his “dooms-
day” hypersonic missile—and promised to “crush” 
any direct aggressor. Then he put his nuclear 
forces on alert and the Kremlin threatened that 
the West’s “economic war” against Russia could be-
come a “real one.” 

continued on p. 10

by Buddy Bell
Starbucks workers around the country are filing to 

start unions. As of Feb. 21, the movement had spread to 
103 stores, and three union elections had been finalized 
with two Buffalo, N.Y. stores going union.
WORKERS TREATED AS DISPOSABLE

Baristas Jaz Brisack and Casey Moore work at a 
Buffalo Starbucks which voted to unionize. On Jan. 21, 
they spoke on Rumble, the podcast of filmmaker Michael 
Moore (no relation to Casey), about what led to their 
unionization efforts:

Jaz Brisack: “We’re working in an industry that’s 
artificially low-wage, low benefits. People are in precari-
ous conditions. You have corporate folks worth billions of 
dollars, and employees can’t pay rent and put groceries in 
their fridge. There’s no reason this industry is paid less 
than manufacturing [except that] we have no unions.… 
People were…giving so much of themselves to make the 
store work, to make customers happy. And then, they’re 
still completely disposable. There’s no seniority pay. My 
11-year coworker was making just 16 more cents than me, 
and I was making the same as a new hire.”

Casey Moore: “If you’re working 40 hours a week, 
on your feet, literally running around, you shouldn’t 
have to have another job. You shouldn’t have to work 80 
hours a week to have a decent standard of living.…People 
work two, three, even four jobs. There’s no reason for 
that, especially in a company that just gave their CEO a 

Starbucks workers fight to unionize
$20 million bonus in the middle of a global pandemic. It’s 
unacceptable.”

Ky Fireside, of Eugene, Ore., to Oregon Public 
Broadcasting: “The person that decides how much I get 
paid will never meet me….The fact that we are coming 
to work scared everyday is absolutely motivating us to 
unionize. The Lane County stores had their lobbies closed 
recently due to the Omicron breakout. There are people 
coming in maskless, asking why the lobby is closed, being 
told that it’s because of the pandemic, and then flying off 
the handle.”

Joseph Thompson, of Santa Cruz, Calif., to Your 
Call Radio: “There’s been multiple incidents of indecent 
exposure, harassment and assault. Before we unionized, 
the district manager or anyone above him would not come 
to check on us, would not even bother giving us a call or 
make sure we felt safe.”
UNIONBUSTERS TRY TO HOLD BACK THE WAVE

JB: “The first Starbucks workers began to unionize 
in 2019. Starbucks brought in managers from across the 
country. I think 100 is a conservative estimate across all 
of Buffalo. They made sure there was always someone re-
porting back to corporate at every part of the day. In some 
stores they tried to be super nice to us; in some stores 
they put employees on final written warnings. They com-
pletely disrupted our stores, made it really hard to have 
conversations at work….They took stores from being fun, 
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Syrians in Canada in solidarity with Ukraine on March 5. 
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by Terry Moon
Women have remained a vital 

part of the revolution in Sudan 
that began three years ago when 

mostly youth, women and men, took to the streets and 
forced Omar al-Bashir from power. Women have the 
most to gain because their conditions are so dire. Half 
of Sudanese women are illiterate, most are victims of 
female genital mutilation, and domestic violence is rife. 
The many woman jailed by 
the regime had their heads 
shaved. 

Upon release they re-
turned to the struggle, in-
spiring the men. Women 
documented police brutal-
ity and used social media 
to show the world what is 
happening. 
WOMEN’S DOUBLE 
STRUGGLE

Like all women in 
revolutionary situations, 
they have a double strug-
gle. Rahma Yosif, speak-
ing in the fraught region of 
Darfur, gives voice to why 
women are leaders in the 
struggle for a new Sudan 
and are far from giving up, 
despite the murderous reaction: 

“Certainly, the politics of Sudan are depressing and 
certainly here,” she says, “but we in the resistance com-
mittees are fighting for much more. There must also be 
a cultural revolution....In daily life we women have noth-
ing to say and when we do speak out, the elders call us 

Share your experiences of struggle 
and learn about others’ in News & 
Letters. See newsandletters.org or 
page 7 for how to subscribe.

Sudanese women deepen fight
‘sluts’.” 

Hala al-Karib, the regional director of the Stra-
tegic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa, 
put it this way in Foreign Policy: “Though Sudanese 
women have long been leaders both behind the 
scenes and on the front lines of peaceful protest, 
we’ve often been reduced to symbolic roles within 
political organizations, including the civilian-led 
groups. As a woman, my words and views are often 

not valued within the 
sphere of Sudan’s male 
political elites.”

The revolution’s 
power-sharing agreement 
with the government was 
destroyed by a military 
coup on Oct. 25, 2021, 
weeks before they were 
to give over power to a 
civilian government. (See 
“Ongoing resistance to 
Sudan coup,” p. 12.) Since 
then the attack on peaceful 
protesters intensified. 
WOMEN ARE THE 
TARGET OF COUNTER-
REVOLUTION

Sudanese Women’s 
Rights Action (SUWRA) 
reports that “since July 

2020 at least 30 women were injured or killed during 
protests and other incidents of violence around Sudan.” 
Many have been arrested. A new law makes criticizing 
the army a crime and threats on social media against 
women documenting regime crimes are rampant. 

Foreign Policy reports: “Women activists have been 
targeted in particular—profiled and charged on morality 
grounds, detained and kept out of contact despite their 
young age, disabilities, or poor health conditions.”

The extremely disproportionate response to 
women’s so-called crimes reveals the fear and ha-
tred the regime carries for women activists and 
thinkers: an army officer shot and killed a tea seller 
because she “refused to serve him before others”; a 
woman artist/activist was jailed for two months for 
chanting revolutionary slogans and then slapped 
by a police officer when she refused to allow him 
to take her picture; women protesters are killed in 
the streets, including nine killed and 18 injured at a 
sit-in when they were attacked by a Janjaweed mi-
litia; a young woman received “threats of lawsuits 
by army officers for reciting a poem…during the 
protests criticizing the army,” and the list goes on.

While the murderous National Intelligence and 
Security Service has been given a different name, General 
Intelligence Service, its tactics remain the same (just like 
the Janjaweed, renamed the Rapid Support Forces). 

This was demonstrated when 30 men armed with 
Kalashnikov rifles and clubs snatched women’s rights 
activist Amira Osman in the middle of the night and threw 
her into an unmarked van. She was held incommunicado 
for two weeks before being released. She is not the only 
women’s liberationist who has been kidnapped. Eman 
Mirghani had also been snatched and still remains in jail.

Despite such draconian measures, the resistance 
committees have made remarkable progress. Not 
only have three different press organizations taken 
steps toward reestablishing a professional union for 
journalists, but Khartoum State Resistance Committees 
on Feb. 27 unveiled their newly drafted “Charter for the 
establishment of the peoples authority.” 

Muzna Alhaj, a member of a committee in 
Khartoum, explained to Al-Monitor how it was 
drafted. She said: “We are talking about thousands 
of members of the different resistance committees 
in Khartoum, which were all engaged in a process 
with a very representative, grassroots and bottom-
up approach.” Among a slew of other progressive, 
democratic principles, it asserts that Sudan is com-
mitted to “strengthening and empowering women’s 
rights and participation in all public activities, and 
enhance the participation of young people in po-
litical, social and economic sectors.”

It is clear that the people’s revolutionary movement 
towards freedom is unstoppable, and it is way past time 
that the U.S., United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israel, and 
Saudi Arabia stop supporting the forces of reaction and 
get out of the way.

WOMAN 
REASON

AS

by Artemis
In February, feminist groups protested in Mexico 

City against legislation in Congress to recognize 
surrogate motherhood as a right and regulate it as a 
non-profit medical practice. Artificially inseminating 
a woman to produce a baby for another is condemned 
by many feminists worldwide. Surrogates endure even 
more health risks than women with normal pregnancies, 
from drugs that are poorly studied, only to be subjected 
to the emotional trauma of separation. Feminists say it 
encourages human trafficking, and surrogates are often 
cheated financially. Protesters wore costumes from “The 
Handmaid’s Tale” and signs read: “We are women, not 
incubators,” “No to wombs for rent,” “Our bodies are not 
for sale” and “Prostitution is not work, it is exploitation.” 
“The initiatives…violate human rights, since they 
consider us merchandise,” stated women’s rights lawyer 
Patricia Olamendi.

*   *   *
After stalling for two years, in February Colombia’s 

constitutional court decriminalized abortion during the 
first 24 weeks of pregnancy. It is the third Latin American 
country after Argentina and Mexico to largely decriminal-
ize abortion, following years of work by feminist groups 
collectively called the Green Wave. Feminist groups esti-
mate that only 10% of Columbia’s 400,000 abortions per-
formed per year were legal. During 2020, 26,223 unsafe 
abortions were performed. Between 2006 and 2019, at 
least 350 women were convicted or sanctioned for abor-
tions, including at least 10 under the age of 18.

*   *   *
In January and February in Ottawa, Canada, people 

in organizations assisting survivors of domestic violence, 
war, homelessness and other traumas were retrauma-
tized by the unpopular, far-right protest against vaccine 
mandates. Right-wingers used trucks to paralyze traffic 
for three weeks, honking horns and shouting at all hours. 
Sarah Davis, executive director of Cornerstone Housing 
for Women in downtown Ottawa, stated: “Women are 
afraid to go out to access their supports and services” and 
feel “terrorized” by protesters harassing them for wear-
ing face masks. Studies show domestic violence escalated 
during the pandemic, and women disproportionately lost 
employment and housing. Activists have made connec-
tions between large, male-dominated events and prostitu-
tion and the disappearances and murders of women.

*   *   *
On Feb. 14, the Kenyan women’s liberation 

organization FiLiA began their “Kakuma Campaign” with 
#ShowYourLove, asking organizations and individuals to 
write the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
on behalf of the residents of Block 13, the LGBT+ area 
of the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya. The Kenyan 
government plans to close the camp this summer and is 
already shutting down food, water, and medical services. 
It started requiring Block 13 to refer all issues through 
a hostile UNHCR-appointed liaison who had previously 
threatened their lives. FiLiA’s demands include fast-
tracking of refugee status, evacuation to a safer area, 
and protection against violence. The Lesbians of Block 13 
participated in and gave a presentation to FiLiA’s 2021 
conference through Zoom.

WOMENWORLDWIDE

Spinning and Weaving: 
Radical Feminism...

by Adele
Elizabeth Miller, the Contributing Editor of Spin-

ning and Weaving: Radical Feminism for the 21st Centu-
ry, noticed there hadn’t been a radical feminist anthology 
covering multiple topics for years. She wanted to preserve 
the insightful new 
theory women write 
daily online—from 
articles to social 
media comments. 

She reached 
out to many of 
them, receiving 
essays, poems 
and fiction from 
38 contributors. 
They range from 
feminists still 
writing ground-
breaking theory 
since the Second 
Wave to women 
in their twenties 
establishing new 
feminist organi-
zations or critiqu-
ing existing ones.

She included as many international contributors as 
possible to reflect the “vast radical feminist work being 
done all over the world.” Women worldwide are forming 
new radical feminist and lesbian feminist organizations, 
consciousness raising groups, websites, podcasts, radio 
shows, and conferences and writing journals, zines, and 
books. They are demonstrating against authoritarianism 
and for feminist issues including reproductive health, 
food security, and education
NAMING THE PATRIARCHY 

Radical feminism “names the patriarchal system as 
the root of women’s oppression” and “identifies women’s 
liberation as what is needed to free ourselves.” It is not an 
“ideology” but is based on women’s experiences, and new 
theory must be developed in response to new methods of 
oppression. The title, inspired by the late Mary Daly, re-
fers to breaking the webs of patriarchal lies and spinning 
the webs of thought and communities among women. 

These writings expose worsening situations. They 
draw connections between the exploitation of women and 
the environment. Technology facilitates the intrusive 
filming of women and deep fakes (falsified images of a 
person) to become internet porn. Radical feminists are 
banned from internet platforms while fascism and advo-
cating violence are allowed. In real life, they are assaulted 
and their meetings disrupted. 

Indigenous women are silenced and violence 
against them trivialized when their history is re-
written. Counter-revolution poses as liberal femi-
nism, claiming increasing prostitution as “em-
powerment.” Several chapters expose the extreme 
harm to women in prostitution and expose capital-
ists who captured large organizations like Amnesty 
International to support their problematic posi-
tion on sex workers’ rights.

Contributors also theorize truly feminist solutions 
in thought and action. Thistle Pettersen describes the 
importance of replacing the culture of narcissism and 
body hatred—encouraged by internet addiction—with 
“radical self-acceptance.” We can then replace traditional 
patriarchal cruelty towards other women with female 
friendship and community. Linda Bellos emphasizes 
building upon insights of earlier radical feminist groups, 
since the process of how groups are run is as important 
as what they do. Several chapters describe the rebuilding 
of the radical lesbian feminist movement and its past 
importance to women.
MASS MOVEMENTS EXPLORED

This anthology mentions by name some of the many 
mass movements of women worldwide from recent years, 
from demonstrations to collective farming. I hope these 
will be explored in depth in future books, whether or 
not the participants recognize themselves as part of the 
broader radical feminist movement. 

Anne E. Menasche emphasizes the importance 
of “winning the battle of ideas within the whole 
society, including the broad Left, through…in-the-
streets feminist organizing and activism” since vic-
tories like the legalization of abortion “were won 
by mass struggle of millions of women.” 

Miller is interviewing radical feminists about their 
activism on the Women’s Liberation Radio News (WLRN) 
podcast. This will be helpful to younger radical feminists 
who ask online what they can actually do to rescue a 
world whose problems may seem unsolvable. This insight-
ful book will surely lead to more anthologies reflecting 
the explosive growth of the radical feminist movement.

Amira Osman, a long-time women’s rights activist, was first imprisoned by the 
old Sudanese regime for refusing to wear a veil. When taken recently in the 
middle of the night, she was not even allowed to take her medication with her.

A gift for a friend for 
Women’s History Month: 
Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, 
and Marx’s 
Philosophy of 
Revolution  by Raya 
Dunayevskaya
To order see page 7
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Starbucks workers fight to unionize

front to brand the message. 
Donald Trump and others had weaponized op-

position to masks and to COVID-19 vaccines, even 
though there was general consensus across classes 
on similar mandates on schoolkids for vaccination 
against polio and other communicable diseases. 

The Canadian opposition Conservative Party actu-
ally so embraced this slow-speed insurrection that they 
ousted leader Erin O’Toole in favor of interim leader Can-
dice Bergen, who notoriously has sported a MAGA cap 
in Canada. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau repeatedly 

denounced the occupation 
early on, but despite orga-
nizers’ calls for Trudeau to 
turn over government pow-
er to them, neither he nor 

Ontario provincial officials acted against them.
RACISM IS UBIQUITOUS 

Trudeau had proved capable of ruthlessly protecting 
the interests of capitalists’ production in the past, most 
notably by authorizing lethal force to remove a block-
ade in 2019 by Wet’suwet’en people on their own land in 
British Columbia who were obstructing construction of 
a gas pipeline. Yet for six days he did not move to clear 
a handful of trucks blocking $300 million in daily trade 
that moves across the Ambassador Bridge spanning the 
Detroit River. 

Canadian cops dragged their heels, mirroring 
the way they have protected right-wing protesters 
north and south of the border. It took the firing of 
two police officials and declaration of the Emer-
gencies Act before Canadian police moved to clear 
the area. 

Echoes of anti-mandate protests have appeared as far 
away as New Zealand, which even included Maori partici-
pation. New Zealand’s vaccination campaign has left just 
4% of the population unvaccinated, but failed to provide 
equal access to the vaccine for the Maori population. The 
Maori were not only suffering half the deaths, but were 
the largest group excluded from public life by stern man-
dates. One Maori activist confessed to being of two minds 
about the anti-mandate protests, sympathizing with op-
posing the effects on his community but outraged at the 
anti-Maori European chauvinists running the rallies. In 
the end the racist nature of the protests diminished Mao-
ri participation. 
TRUMP ET AL PRAISE THE CONVOY 

In the U.S. Trump praised the protests, at CPAC call-
ing Canada a nation of “left-wing fascists” for removing 
protesters from the streets of Ottawa. Josh Hawley de-
manded that Canada be placed on the list of violators of 
religious liberty for arresting Rev. Arthur Pawlowski, a 
homophobic preacher in Alberta who had demanded that 
truckers continue to block the border crossing at Coutts. 
The threads of fundamentalist Christianity and white su-
premacy are intertwined in fascist movements worldwide. 

The “People’s Convoy” of about 100 trucks that cir-
cled the Washington, D.C., Beltway on March 6 but did 
not invade the capital was a feeble shadow of its predicted 
size. Feeder convoys from Las Vegas and Florida had pe-
tered out because of the absence of trucks. Despite Fox 
News still doing the cheerleading, some speculated that 
there were fewer posts on social media from handles like 
AMERICAN PATRIOT amplifying the message because 
troll farms had been cut off by tech companies after Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine. But even if organizers were better 
at promoting this movement, it remains part and parcel 
of the white Christian nationalism that is a marker of to-
day’s fascism, and not a working-class movement of truck 
drivers.

Sham trucker convoys

EDITORIAL
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laid-back, energetic 
places to work and 
made them into 
anxiety-inducing, 
very unfamiliar 
places.”

CM: “They 
didn’t just come in 
and fire people.…
You would have 
these anti-union 
meetings and their 
line is: ‘We’re just 
giving you the facts.’ 
When any union 
sympathizer would 
speak up they would 
say, ‘Well, that’s just 
your opinion.’ An-
other of their classic 
lines is that a union 
is a third party, 
which of course is 
not true. We are the 
union….They re-
fused to let some of 

the more vocal 
union lead-
ers into meet-
ings. They 
locked them 
out of their 
own stores 
and laughed at 
them. 

“They 
tried to turn 
the workers 
in the meet-
ing against the 
people they 
were keeping 
outside: ‘Those 
people can’t 
be trusted, 
they’re not go-
ing to be there 
for you. If you 
vote for the 
union, we’re 
not going to let 
you transfer 
to any other 

stores for college.’ Those are hollow threats, but what they 
are trying to do is scare and intimidate, and luckily, in a 
lot of places, it didn’t work.”

JB: “Almost every day, we get requests [from other 
workers] to help....They’re reaching out, because so many 
had this idea to unionize before and just didn’t know 
where to start, or didn’t think it was possible. But what 
we’ve said from the start is it only takes one….We got two 
actually [in Buffalo]. The floodgates are opening. We can 
do this. We can stand together and fight back….You’re 
not just seeing this in liberal areas. It’s been Knoxville, 
Tenn., Tallahassee, Fla., places where you don’t even 
think that this would happen, but it’s happening....It’s a 
generational thing, too. Where this economic system that 
we have is not working, and people are saying ‘What can 
we do?’ and I think we’re seeing unions as the solution.”

KF: “I was able to tune in [to the Buffalo effort] as 
soon as they filed their petition. I was watching every 
single day and asking them: When is your vote? When is 
your vote counted? What happens next?…We watched as 
corporate sent everything at them that they could, and 
Starbucks corporate has a lot of resources. We watched 
them close stores, split up [coworkers]....We watched as 
they talked about having two-on-one manager-barista 
interviews, or eight managers on a barista trying to con-
vince them not to unionize.…[Buffalo workers] took the 
brunt of it and that really did make it easier for us….We 
filed two weeks ago, and we haven’t heard from corporate 
at all.… 

“Right now we aren’t calling for anything specific 
other than for Starbucks to recognize our union and give 
us this voice so we can speak to them. Any grievance, 
any issue that we have is not going to be solved until we 
are given a fair say. If we make specific demands at this 
point, what corporate has been doing is trying to give in 
to those small things and then say, ‘alright, you got what 
you wanted, and now you don’t need a union.’”
WHO CREATES VALUE?

CM: “Because it’s a public-facing job, the baristas are 
the face of Starbucks....[S]ome people like to say that ro-
bots can come in, but they are not working at Starbucks! If 
they think that robots are gonna make your caramel mac-
chiato the way you want it with extra caramel drizzle… 
that’s just not the way it works! We’re the ones who are in 
the stores day in and day out. We know how to make these 
stores work the best.”

JT: “At our store, we made the company over $300,000 
worth of profit. If we’re working our butts off, not only can 
the store afford to pay us more, but we’re the true ones 
who are making that profit….Most of the time if you go 
into a Starbucks store, the store manager isn’t going to be 
there. That’s because the shift supervisors are actually 
the ones running the establishment at that point.”
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

JB: “Baristas shouldn’t have to hide in the back be-
cause a customer is being creepy. I don’t think there’s any-
one who has worked at a Starbucks who hasn’t done that 
or knows multiple people who are doing that. [The union] 
is a way to make sure that our voices are actually heard 
and that we’re actually protected....We already know that 
Starbucks is writing in their shareholder letters that 
unionbusting could hurt the company image and be bad 
for business. We need customers to tell them that it is.”

KF: “All we really want is a voice. We want a seat at 
the bargaining table. Each store is working on unionizing 
as an individual unit, but we will still be part of the larger 
Workers United union. So we will have the power of this 
great number of baristas, but we can also make some de-
cisions that are store-specific.”

JT: “Unions are the best way to build working class 
power. Generation Z isn’t gonna stand for all this inequal-
ity that’s been brewing 50 or so years now. We will rise 
up. At the end of the day, Starbucks wouldn’t be able to 
operate without its workers. They need us; we don’t need 
them.”

Authoritarian attacks 
on teachers

You might think teachers have had enough to con-
tend with, switching between virtual and in-person 
teaching, dealing with face masks and reaching the 
minds of students miles across town. (See “Teachers fight 
for health” Jan,-Feb. 2022 N&L.) But now 17 state legis-
latures are pushing bills requiring schools to post online 
every piece of instructional material that will be used for 
the school year: books, articles, handouts and videos. Re-
publican Congressional representatives also promise to 
pass “transparency legislation” as part of a “parents’ bill 
of rights,” a concept that inspired Virginia voters to elect 
a Republican governor in 2020 in a blue state. 

Christopher Rufo, who has helped lead the attack on 
critical race theory, wrote on Twitter: “The strategy here 
is to use a non-threatening, liberal value—‘transparency.’” 
He sees these bills as a tool for rooting critical race theory 
out of schools (“New transparency bills would force teach-
ers to post instructional materials,” by Laura Meckler, 
March 2, 2022, Washington Post).

Transparency legislation and “a parents’ bill 
of rights” have nothing to do with students’ educa-
tion and are all about right-wing scare tactics to 
win votes. Micro-management of classroom content 
damages student learning by destroying teachers’ 
freedom to learn their students’ needs and teach 
effectively throughout the school year. Proponents, 
who have screamed for schools to be open, COVID 
or not, only want them to warehouse young people 
to alleviate the adult labor shortage.

The U.S. doesn’t have a monopoly on ignoramuses: 
Zimbabwe’s government tried to suspend for three months 
135,000 teachers striking for better pay, while demanding 
schools remain open and declaring “backyard” teacher-
run schools illegal. Zimbabwe’s High Court has voided the 
suspension. Teacher’s wages are now about $100 a month. 
The teachers want the $540 a month they were getting in 
2018. Last week the teachers rejected the government’s 
offer of a 20% pay raise along with some incentives.

Meanwhile, illegal “home schools” defy lockdown in 
townships. Priced out of online access, poor children turn 
to backyard teachers as COVID closes state classrooms.

“Trying to conduct online lessons does not work,” says 
Moud Maenzanise, a teacher who has transformed her ve-
randa into a teaching area for five students. “At times, 
a teacher needs physical contact with a student because 
[otherwise] you will be producing a half-baked student.

“There is a need to assess the physiological capacity 
of the student…. We need to build the whole person, but 
we cannot do that online. Online lessons are for the afflu-
ent north, but here in the ghetto parents cannot afford 
that.”  —Susan Van Gelder

Russia’s revolutionary 
International Women’s 

Day in 1917
Revisit a high point of International Women’s Day, 

105 years after working women in Russia began the 
Revolution that brought down the Tsar. From Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution by Raya Dunayevskaya:

�
In the continuing imperialist war, which had 

wrought such havoc and brought such misery to 
the Russian masses, the various left organizations 
thought it right to celebrate International Women’s 
Day at a regular meeting….However, the women of 
the Vyborg textile factory categorically refused to lim-
it themselves to a closed meeting.

Despite the advice of all political tendencies, they 
went out on strike, 50,000 of them. The next day they 
appealed to the metal workers, led by the Bolsheviks, 
who then joined the strike; now there were 90,000 out. 
‘BREAD’ AND ‘DOWN WITH THE WAR’ 

Someone cried “To the Nevsky!” and the demon-
stration was joined by a mass of other women, not all 
of them workers, but all demanding “Bread!” Where-
upon that slogan was drowned out with “Down with 
the war!” By this time, the third day of the strike, 
there were 240,000 strikers; the Bolsheviks issued a 
call for a general strike. The police opened fire and 
some fell dead, but the Cossacks had not unleashed 
their fury on the strikers. 
COSSACKS DID NOT SHOOT DOWN STRIKERS

The women went up to the Cossacks to ask 
whether they would join them. They did not answer 
but, wrote Trotsky, “the Cossacks did not hinder the 
workers from ‘diving’ under their horses. The revolu-
tion does not choose its paths: it made its first steps 
toward victory under the belly of a Cossack’s horse.”

On the decisive fifth day, the prisons were opened 
and all political prisoners were freed. At the same 
time, the mutinous troops descended on the Tauride 
Palace. Thus descended on the earth the day of de-
struction of the Romanov monarchy.

continued from p. 1

The #Memphis7, who were fired for organizing at their Memphis Starbucks store, stand in front of a 
mural memorializing the 1968 sanitation workers’ strike, which brought Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to 
support the workers in Memphis, where he was assassinated.

Starbucks Workers United
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To order Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution by Raya Dunayevskaya, see page 7.

Now available in Turkish:

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Challenge to all post-Marx Marxists
Editor’s note: Dunayevskaya presented this talk 

taking up new developments in her work on the book 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution at the 1981 national gather-
ing of News and Letters Committees. In it she projected 
a category from her work on the new final chapter of 
the book: “Post-Marx Marxism as a pejorative.” This 
talk was her summation after the discussion of her 
Perspectives Report on Sept. 5, 1981. It can be found in 
the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection #15285. Under the 
title “Marxist-Humanism’s Challenge to All Post-Marx 
Marxists,” the full text appears as an Introduction to the 
1991 edition of Rosa Luxemburg. Women’s Liberation, 
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution. Footnotes were 
added by the editor.

1. Philosophic Confrontation with Post-Marx 
Marxists on the Ground of the Mid-1950s 
Movement from Practice 

...I want to challenge what you understand as Karl 
Marx’s Humanism and its relationship to Marxist Hu-
manism. 

When I said I was opposed to all post-Marx Marxists 
beginning with Frederick Engels, I didn’t mean only the 
gap between Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks and Engels’s 
reductionism in Origin of the Family, Private Property 
and the State. I am challenging Engels also on nearly all 
of his interpretations of the dialectic, not because he be-
trayed; he didn’t. He did the best he possibly could. That’s 
the trouble. The best he could wasn’t good enough. 

You have to begin seeing what it means to be a great 
genius, a “thought-diver” like Marx. And if you don’t 
grasp the uniqueness of that, loving Marx won’t help. All 
you would then do, as Engels did, would be to popularize 
him. Anyone who thinks he understands when it is made 
bite-size doesn’t understand what it means to appreciate 
and work out and recreate the dialectic at every single 
stage. Sure, six people will get up who will understand 
you and not understand Marx—and praise you as the 
“projector.” That doesn’t mean Engels had any right to 
think he was really projecting Marx’s whole continent of 
thought—Marx’s Historical Materialism, Marx’s Human-
ism, Marx’s “economics,” much less his philosophy. 

HOW MANY PEOPLE THINK there is noth-
ing greater than Franz Mehring’s biography of Marx? 
It stinks. And not only because he was a Lassallean, 
which was bad enough, but because, as an intellectual, 
he thought he could do better in projecting what Marx 
“really meant.” Do you realize that the German Social De-
mocracy didn’t even ask Engels—he was still alive, and 
much superior to them, including Mehring, who was the 
one writing the history—for his views of the history of 
socialist ideas and organizations, a history he had lived 
through with Marx and with all tendencies who truly 
made history? 

Ryazanov, who was known as the greatest Marx schol-
ar, an archivist and analyst of Marxism, had discovered 
a great store of writings by Marx which had never been 
published. He introduced them in a scholarly and his-
toric fashion, and that’s how we came to know the young 
Marx. That didn’t hold true for the last writings of Marx, 
which, though he hadn’t deciphered nor had a chance to 
read, he had the gall to characterize as “inexcusable ped-
antry.” This characterization was directed mainly to what 
we now know as Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks. As all 
the rest of the post-Marx Marxists, he was happy enough 
with Engels’s Origin of the Family, which was supposed to 
have summarized Marx’s 98 pages of notes on Morgan’s 
Ancient Society. 

This attitude to Marx’s archives, even among the best 
of “Marx scholars,” who rush to publish their own views 
instead of publishing Marx’s unpublished works, is one 
of the major reasons it has taken us 100 years to find out 
all that Marx had worked out. Worse yet, we have been 
left with the impression that Marx was so ill that he did 
nothing in the last years of his life. The trip to Algiers at 
the end of his life was described as if it were only a matter 
of his health, whereas in fact he studied Africa there and 
“fell in love” with the Arabs. He had written to his daugh-
ters, as we have seen, that, nevertheless, they would all 
go to the Devil if they didn’t have a revolution. 

CATCHING THE HISTORIC LINK to Marx is 
not only a matter of finally seeing all his writings, but of 
grasping, at one and the same time, that something had 
to happen both in the movement from practice and in the 
movement from theory. I want to depart for a moment 
from Marx’s day to our age, specifically the years 1950 
to 1953. It was after the General Strike of the miners in 
1949-501 that I felt we had reached a new stage both in 
Marxism and in proletarian consciousness. I therefore in-
sisted that a worker be present when I gave my next report 
on what we then called “Marxism and State-Capitalism” 
and what became [the book] Marxism and Freedom. (Un-
til then, the discussion had been limited to myself, C.L.R. 
James, and Grace Lee.) Clearly, something was stirring in 
the world; I felt it very strongly after the death of Stalin, 
which had lifted a heavy incubus from my brain. Before 
the actual outbreak of the June 17, 1953, revolt in East 
1.  See A 1980s View: The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1949–50 
and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. by Andy Phillips 
and Raya Dunayevskaya.

Germany—the first ever from under totalitarianism—I 
turned to the study of the Absolute Idea, splitting that 
category into two, i.e., saying that there was not only a 
unity of theory and practice, but that there was a move-
ment from practice, and not only one from theory. 

I no sooner said this than I went to check what Marx 
had written on Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind. I found that 
where I began with paragraph 385,2 Marx had left off 
precisely at paragraph 384—saying he would return. But 
he never got to finish. 

What makes somebody, a century after the event, 
without knowing where Marx had left off, start focusing 
on the very next paragraph? I don’t know. I do know that 
there are certain creative moments in history when the 
objective movement and the subjective movement so coin-
cide that the self-determination of ideas and the self-de-
termination of masses readying for revolt explode. Some-
thing is in the air, and you catch it. That is, you catch it 
if you have a clear head and if you have good ears to hear 
what is upsurging from below. All this happened May 12 
and May 20, 1953, six weeks before the actual revolution 
on June 17 in East Berlin.... 
3. 1981: Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, 
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution

The point this time is that in the work on Rosa Lux-
emburg, which is also on Women’s Liberation, which is 
also on Marx’s work as a totality, which is also on Lenin, 
and which is also on Leon Trotsky, I not only take up 
revolutionaries, but great revolutionaries who were also 
theoreticians. Nobody was greater than Lenin in Rus-
sia in 1917 or greater than Luxemburg both in 1905 and 
1919; how could they possibly be inadequate for our day? 
The point nevertheless is that before we spoke about the 
theoretic void left by Lenin’s death, which had never been 
filled; now we are speaking about the fact that even Lenin, 
who had made the great philosophic 
breakthrough,3 
had remained 
ambivalent. 

He had 
philosophi-
cally reorga-
nized himself 
in relationship 
to Materialism and 
Idealism, on the nature of the revolution that would not 
stop at the democratic stage but go all the way to the pro-
letarian and elemental and international revolution. He 
also was for self-determination of nations as the actual 
bacillus for proletarian revolution. But, but, but... he did 
stop short of reorganizing himself on the Party, though he 
had introduced many modifications [under the impact of] 
1905 and 1917. He was especially great when he threat-
ened to resign from the leadership and “go to the sailors,” 
if the Party did not put the question of the conquest of 
power on the agenda. And he didn’t stop criticizing the 
new bureaucracy. But when it came to breaking with the 
Party then, far from “going to the sailors,” he was think-
ing that the Bolshevik layer was so thin that it was them 
he must trust fully. We certainly could not accept that. 
We, who have suffered 30 years of Stalinism, the trans-
formation of the workers’ state into its total opposite, a 
state-capitalist society, and have witnessed new revolts 
2.  These May 1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes were published 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two Historic-
Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya. Hegel’s Philosophy 
of Mind is taken up in her May 20, 1953 letter.
3.  This is a reference to Lenin’s notebooks on Hegel’s Science of 
Logic, which Dunayevskaya saw as a break in Lenin’s thought.

Rosa Luxemburg, Kadınların Kurtuluşu 
ve Marx’ın Devrim Felsefesi 

Tanıtım Bülteni
Translated by Melda Yaman, published by Köstebek Kolektif.
 From the publisher:

“Rosa Luxemburg” is much more than a philosophical biography. It is a 
sympathetic and critical portrayal of Luxemburg as a woman, thinker, organizer, and 
revolutionary. Dunayevskaya depicts Luxemburg as a passionate internationalist, 
anti-war, bright, brave and independent woman who believes in the spontaneity of 
the people. She depicts a woman who sees herself as the philosophical heir to Marx, 
rejecting her lover’s and other men’s efforts to discourage her from fully participating 
in “making history” simply because she is a woman, a woman “who joyfully throws 
her whole life on the scales of destiny.”

Part 2, “The Women’s Liberation Movement,” is one of the most exciting and 
uplifting writings since the early days of the Women’s Liberation Movement, where 
writing and organization often go hand in hand. In this captivating portrayal of women 
in the movement, Dunayevskaya ranges from revolutionary leaders to activists in the 
Women’s Liberation Movement, from literati to philosophers, from working women 
on strike to Black women rebelling against their male comrades, both around the 
world and throughout history.

In the final part, Dunayevskaya draws attention to the fact that Marx is the 
only philosopher of the “total revolution,” that is, a revolution that will touch and transform all human relations, a revolution 
in permanence that will never end. She underlines that Marx discovered a whole new continent of thought and revolution, and 
creatively brought together struggling concepts and practice in harmony.
To order: https://www.istanbulkitapcisi.com/kitap/kadinlarin-kurtulusu-ve-marxin-devrim-felsefesi-kitabi-raya-dunayevskaya
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from below, will not accept any vanguardism-to-lead; they 
have done nothing but mislead. 

In a word, if Lenin had accomplished as great a re-
organization of himself on the Party Question as he had 
done on the Self-Determination of Nations, we might 
have had some ground for today, but we don’t. And when 
it comes to the Woman Question, I don’t believe he ever 
thought of reorganizing himself. There we have to start 
totally anew....

ALLOW ME TO DIVERT back to Marx’s time. 
Marx first used the expression “permanent revolution” 
back in 1843 in an Essay on the Jewish Question; that is, 
on the civil rights of a minority, insisting that civil rights 
were insufficient and that there had to be totally new hu-
man relations. The next time he spoke of it was during an 
actual revolution, 1848. Once that was defeated, Marx, 
instead of bowing to the defeat, insisted on the need for a 
“revolution in permanence.” His point was that, first, one 
must remember the highest point achieved by the revolu-
tion. It was proletarian independence: “Never again must 
we go with the bourgeoisie.” Secondly, the revolution, to 
be successful, must have the peasantry with it. Thirdly, 
indeed above all, Marx was always looking for ever-new 
live forces to create a new dialectic, not just philosophi-
cally, but a new dialectic of revolution. In a word, when he 
used the expression, “revolution in permanence,” in the 
Address to the Communist League in 1850, he was talk-
ing about continuous revolution in transition to a class-
less society.

Two decades later, Marx continued to work out his 
theory of revolution in permanence, this time in the form 
of actually predicting the revolution coming first in a 
backward country, rather than a technologically advanced 
country. In his 1881 letter to Vera Zasulich, praising 
primitive communism in Lewis Henry Morgan’s Ancient 
Society, he neither failed to mention that Morgan’s report 
was government-sponsored, nor stopped at the primitive 
stage. It is true that the Iroquois women had more power 
than women under capitalism and collective property of 
the tribes could lead to a higher state. But Marx wasn’t 
just recording facts; he was interested in what the facts 
signified. Marx had lived through the Paris Commune, 
and a decade later there was nothing on the horizon 
of that nature, and he was questioning whether a new 
dialectic of revolution could start within Russia and the 
Peasant Communes that still existed there. So non-deter-
minist was he, and so open to all new beginnings, that he 
now held that his “Historical Tendency of the Accumula-
tion of Capital” was not to be made into a universal. It 
was a generalization of what had happened in Western 
Europe, but Russia had the best chance in the world to 
avoid the monstrosity of Western capitalism.

He was not predicting as a prophet. He was analyzing 
dialectically the law of motion of capitalist society to its 
collapse, the live forces of revolution who were recreat-
ing the dialectic of revolution in new circumstances. And 
precisely because his vision was of a new form of society, 
a classless society, he didn’t stop at any historic stage as 
the ultimate. 

I BEGAN BY SAYING that unless Marxist-
Humanists fully grasped the historic continuity to Marx’s 
Humanism and worked out the trail to the 1980s on 
the basis of those new moments in Marx’s last decade, 
the expression, “taking organizational responsibility 
for Marxist-Humanism,” would have no meaning. In a 
word, my “rejection” of that expression meant that the 
prerequisite for it was, at one and the same time, catching 
the historic continuity as well as working it out for our 
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en would both “contribute” to the family budget and fulfill 
their “duties” in the household. In this process, the num-
ber of care institutions, which were already insufficient, 
was further reduced. This transformation was carried out 
with the emphasis of “strong family”. 

Indeed, when we look at AKP (Erdoğan’s Justice and 
Development Party) policies, we see that they target to 
protect the family, not women. For example, in 2011, the 
Ministry of State Responsible for Women and Family was 
closed and the Ministry of Family and Social Policies was 
established. Moreover, “Family University”, “strong fam-
ily policies”, “family festivities” etc. were held. The role 
of women was clearly described: care for children, the el-
derly, the disabled in the household. Erdoğan’s words of 
“give birth to three children” is a symbolic expression of 
this perspective. 

Of course, these policies aim to confine women 
into households and to traditional roles. The abol-
ishment of the “Istanbul Convention” is also a clear 
expression of the AKP’s view of women. In Turkey, 
where at least one woman is murdered by men ev-
ery day, this should be seen as a crucial backward 
step.

In addition to these, many women’s non-governmen-
tal organizations, especially Kurdish women’s organiza-
tions/associations, were closed during the state of emer-
gency.

However, women have struggled against all these at-
tacks. The most lively and crowded protests in Turkey are 
women’s protests. But in every demonstration, the police 
attack women and detain many women.

Q: What motivated you to translate Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolu-
tion?

A: I was reading Raya Dunayevskaya’s work with 
great interest. I was attracted to the fact that she is a 
Marxian, a revolutionary, and a libertarian woman who 
believed in the power of the Women’s Liberation move-
ment. 

I find this book especially important for social-
ist/Marxist feminists for a part of it is about Wom-
en’s Liberation Movement. Her handling of those 
three subjects—Rosa Luxemburg, the Women’s Lib-
eration Movement, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revo-
lution, and the dialectical relation between them—
is very powerful. It is quite striking that there are 
theoretical connections and dialogues between the 
sections. In that sense, I think it’s a great piece of 
work. 

Finding a book important and deciding to translate 
it are two different things, of course. I thought it would 
be great to translate the book into Turkish, but I never 
thought I would do it myself. Honestly, I felt both happy 
and frightened when friends from Köstebek Kolektif sug-
gested I translate it. I thought it would be great to in-
troduce Dunayevskaya to the readers in Turkey. On the 
other hand, the fact that the book is about three different 
subjects and contains three kinds of literature frightened 
me. Then I decided that I should do this. I can say that 
the translation process was both pleasant, instructive, 
and challenging for me.

Q: Have there been discussions of Raya Dunayevska-

International Women’s Day march in Istanbul, Turkey, March 8, 2016.

Gulsum Agaoglu

Melda Yaman: ‘New vistas for socialist feminists’
Editor’s note: We present an interview with Melda Ya-

man, the Turkish translator of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s 
Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution. She is a 
Marxist economist, socialist-feminist writer and activist, 
and one of the academics fired at the behest of Turkey’s re-
actionary government. Professor Yaman was interviewed 
by Terry Moon and Franklin Dmitryev.

Q: Can you tell us about the women’s liberation or 
feminist movement in Turkey, how did that come to be and 
what is it like now? For instance, they have had some re-
markable demonstrations to mark International Women’s 
Day for the last several years.

A: The feminist movement in Turkey began to take 
shape during the 1980s. The socialist feminist movement 
was also formed during the same period. In the 1990s and 
2000s, various feminist organizations were established. 
With the establishment of the Socialist Feminist Collec-
tive in 2008, the feminist movement gained a new mo-
mentum. This collective published regular journals such 
as Feminist Politics, Kitchen Witches, Purple Point. It 
struggled against the contemporary forms of patriarchy 
and capitalism.

Unfortunately, there is not a similar feminist orga-
nization today. But there are many small feminist 
groups. Moreover, many socialist organizations and 
trade unions have women’s sections. Several networks 
enable the communication of women/feminists from 
every region of Turkey. We struggle against male vio-
lence, against femicides, against the abolition of the 
Istanbul Convention. (The Council of Europe Conven-
tion on Preventing and Combating Violence against 
Women and Domestic Violence entered into force on 1 
August 2014 and is known as the Istanbul Convention 
because it was signed in Istanbul. Turkey is one of the 
first states to sign the Convention. The Agreement 
has the force of law by Article 90 of the Constitution. 
As of March 2019, it has been signed by 46 countries. 
In 2021, Turkey became the first and only country to 
withdraw from the convention, after denouncing it on 
20 March 2021.)

And, women are constantly on the streets, 
in action. They are on the streets on every March 8. 
During the pandemic period, when many protests 
and demonstrations were cancelled, only women 
were actively raising their demands on the streets.

The first March 8 Feminist Night March was held in 
Istanbul in 2003. Since then, this has become a tradition. 
The Night March is the most widely participated feminist 
demonstration organized in Turkey.

Q: Erdoğan has made it clear that he considers the 
demands that women make for freedom a threat. Could 
you address the attacks that he has made against women 
in general as well as against the women’s liberation move-
ment in Turkey specifically? How is the movement fighting 
back and what are they demanding?

A: Many women’s rights were usurped during the 
Erdoğan era. With conservative policies accompanying 
liberal policies, women were envisaged to work in flexible 
jobs and part-time. The new labor law, which came into 
force in 2003, and the articles added afterward, specifi-
cally targeted women to work part-time jobs. Thus, wom-

continued from p. 4
age. What I was stressing in Chapter XII of the book was 
the new openings in what Herman Melville had called 
“abrupt intermergings” and what we called the “new 
moments” in Marx’s last decade, be it in the Ethnological 
Notebooks, both as they concerned Asiatic mode of 
production and the role of women among the Iroquois and 
the Irish, and for that matter, what Marx had written on 
the Paris Commune, or the projection of a revolution in 
Russia ahead of one in the West....

The philosophic concept of leadership became cor-
rectly, with us, the projection of Marx’s Humanism. That 
is to say, philosophy of revolution rather than the van-
guardist party. It becomes all the more imperative that 
we project all the new moments in Marx that we did dis-
cover. And that is not limited to the new in organizational 
form—committee-form against the “party-to-lead”—that 
didn’t separate theory from practice. 

We have all too often stopped at the committee-form 
of organization rather than the inseparability of that 
from philosophy. And it is the philosophy that is new, 
unique, our special historic contribution that enabled us 
to find historic continuity, the link to Marx’s Humanism. 
It is this which is totally new, not the committee-form of 
organization, as crucial as that is. 

As I put it at the end of the new book: 
“What is needed is a new unifying principle, on 

Marx’s ground of humanism, that truly alters both hu-
man thought and human experience. Marx’s Ethnological 
Notebooks are a historic happening that proves, one hun-
dred years after he wrote them, that Marx’s legacy is no 
mere heirloom, but a live body of ideas and perspectives 
that is in need of concretization. Every moment of Marx’s 
development, as well as the totality of his works, spells 
out the need for ‘revolution in permanence.’ This is the 
absolute challenge to our age.” 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Explore Melda Yaman’s work
From her “Origin of Engels’ The Origin: A Reappraisal in the Light of The Ethnological Notebooks of Marx” 

(Marxism & Sciences 1(1):99–130, https://marxismandsciences.org/origin-of-engels-the-origin-a-reappraisal-
in-the-light-of-the-ethnological-notebooks-of-marx/):

Marx did not take facts as they were, as they 
seem, but evaluated them together with their nega-
tion through their dialectical movement....[W]here 
Morgan spoke of the freedom of the Iroquois women, 
he pointed out that women’s rights were restricted by 
men. Likewise, where Morgan stated that the Greeks 
exhibited a principle of studied selfishness among the 
males, tending to lessen the appreciation of women, 
Marx referred to the situation of the goddesses on 
Olympus as the demonstration of the formerly free 
and more influential position of women. 

Another but essential problem with the notion of 
“the world-historic defeat” [of the female sex, a claim 

made by Engels] is that it ignores the struggle of 
women that has taken various forms throughout his-
tory against male domination. On the one hand, this 
statement does not mention struggles, weapons, and 
other means of oppression in the emergence of patri-
archy. On the other hand, and more importantly, it 
portrays women as passive, submissive victims rather 
than active, persistent, history-making subjects. It, 
therefore, postpones the emancipation of women until 
an indefinite time.... 

As he did not stop at any historical stage as if it 
were ultimate, he did not take the rise of patriarchy 
as an end. What is essential for Marx was the ongo-
ing struggle for a new form of human relationship, a 
new form of society, a classless, free society...in which 
all the women and men would realize all their hu-
man possibilities. We see this in his emphasis on the 
emancipation of women in his writings throughout 
his life. 

ya’s work in Turkey?
A: Actually, I cannot say that Dunayevskaya is well 

known in Turkey. Of course, some read and discuss her 
works, but they are very few. I hope this book will intro-
duce Dunayevskaya to large audiences in Turkey. More-
over, I hope this book will give many Marxist and socialist 
feminists a chance to get acquainted with Dunayevskaya’s 
thoughts and make them read her other books. 

Q: The book takes up something not well known: 
Karl Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks. Did you have some 
thoughts about their importance not only for socialism but 
for feminism, including Marxist feminism?

A: Although they are unfinished, I think the Ethno-
logical Notebooks of Karl Marx contain the substance of 
his late writings. However, these notebooks did not at-
tract the attention of many scholars; yet some—for ex-
ample, Dunayevskaya—welcome the book as a histori-
cal happening which creates “a new vantage point from 
which to view Marx’s oeuvres as a totality”.

In the Ethnological Notebooks, Marx revitalized 
his early thoughts, including those on the women 
question. As Dunayevskaya states, in his later years, 
Marx turned to his earlier ideas, especially on the 

male-female relations and the family, and evalu-
ated the transformations taking place in social 
organizations with their effects on women. He 
also developed new ideas and new perspectives, 
which remain relevant for our age. 

It opens a new way of analyzing societies—not 
only pre-capitalist societies but also present bourgeois 
and the future ones—from a broader perspective to 
consider the family and sexuality, that is, a point of 
view that suggests including gender alongside class. 
Likewise, it can provide new vistas for socialist femi-
nists to explain the sources of the oppression of wom-
en and for the possibilities of women’s emancipation. 

Q: Can you comment on the state of capitalism 
and the economy in Turkey, and how that might affect 
Erdoğan’s plans to perpetuate his autocratic rule, and 
affect the resistance and social movements?

A: During the 1960s and 70s, there was an in-
ward-oriented accumulation process in Turkey. The 1980 
military coup started a new period in the process of ac-
cumulation. Thus, an outward accumulation process be-
gan, and stronger ties with international capital were 
established. In the 2000s, especially with the AKP, many 
developments targeted by the 1980 transformation were 
completed. Many important public assets were privatized, 
tremendous amounts of foreign capital inflows occurred, 
exports increased rapidly, some Turkish capital groups 
started to make investments abroad. 

This process was accompanied by pressure on 
workers and declining labor rights. The 2009 global 
crisis also affected Turkey. The impact of the cri-
sis was felt not in the banking sector but mainly 
in production sectors such as automotive, where 
production is export-oriented. The COVID-19 pan-
demic emerged in the absence of recovery from this 
global crisis. I mean, there wasn’t any restructur-
ing process of capital like we had witnessed from 
the crisis of the 1970s. But meanwhile, the AKP re-
gime began to take an increasingly oppressive and 
authoritarian form. 

With the end of the Peace Process with the Kurdish 
movement, this has turned into a deep political and social 
crisis. There has been a heavy attack by the AKP against 
the working masses, opposition voices, women, feminists, 
and LGBTQ+s in Turkey. 

You might have heard about Academics for Peace. I 
am also one of the hundreds of faculty members expelled 
from the University for signing the Peace Declaration and 
have been unemployed for more than five years. With the 
recent economic crisis in the form of a foreign currency 
crisis, living conditions have badly deteriorated, and the 
survival of the masses has become almost impossible be-
cause of high inflation and unemployment rates. Howev-
er, women, feminists, and socialist groups organize vari-
ous protests, and cargo workers, supermarket workers, 
tradesmen, and industrial workers go on strike in many 
places.

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/03/turkey-erdogan-wary-of-women.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/03/turkey-erdogan-wary-of-women.html
https://marxismandsciences.org/origin-of-engels-the-origin-a-reappraisal-in-the-light-of-the-ethnological-notebooks-of-marx/
https://marxismandsciences.org/origin-of-engels-the-origin-a-reappraisal-in-the-light-of-the-ethnological-notebooks-of-marx/
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READERS’VIEWSPUTIN’S BRUTAL 
WAR ON UKRAINE

 The editorial “No to Putin’s planned 
war in Ukraine” (Jan.-Feb. 2022 N&L) 
shows that rebellion at home, from work-
ers, generates fear in state rulers, East 
and West. But the mainstream media 
talk only of Biden, Putin and Russia’s war 
machinery. The eastern Ukrainian coal 
miners’ struggle in 1991 helped lead to 
the fall of the Soviet Union and continued 
until crushed by Russia’s 2014 takeover of 
eastern Ukraine. The takeover cultivated 
ethnic separatism and boosted the inter-
ests of Ukraine’s oligarchs. Zelensky did 
not prepare the country because he was 
trying to appease both NATO and Russia. 
He too had become more authoritarian. I 
have the utmost admiration for the cre-
ativity, determination and courage of the 
Ukrainian people. Susan Van Gelder

Detroit
***

The deliberate starvation of Mariupol, 
denying over 400,000 people under siege 
by Russian troops electricity and water 
and any entry of food and medical sup-
plies, is a haunting repeat of Stalin’s man-
made famine in Ukraine during the 1930s. 
Stalin’s campaign to wipe out Ukrainian 
resistance using grain confiscations (may-
be he got the idea from the British dur-
ing the Irish potato famine) led to millions 
starved to death and depopulation. Putin 
must expect that evoking the Holodomor 
would be intimidating to any Ukrainian.

 Bob McGuire
Halifax, Canada

***
The majority leaving Ukraine are 

women with young children. The Rus-
sians are being repulsed by the Ukrainian 
Army and armed citizens. I’am amazed at 
the level of resistance. But the only people 
who can stop this are the Russian people, 
including the Russian army refusing to 
fight, and moving on to outright revolu-
tion. Steve

Detroit
***

What Russia is doing is wrong, and 
Ukraine is a victim of NATO expansion. 
A war almost always make things worse 
by helping in a militaristic way. For me, 
there is humanitarian aid and refuge. A 
no-fly zone is risky; a quick surrender and 
disabling resistance might be best. The 
media show war is horrible, but not when 
the U.S. is the aggressor; they don’t even 
use the words war or invasion, and there’s 
the racism underlying the response: these 
are real people, Europeans. The U.S. 
waged war on Iraq and Afghanistan and 
is helping the Saudis starve the people of 
Yemen. The Russian resistance is impres-
sive—how can we support it?

Peace activist
Rural South USA

***
The centrist media depict the Ukraine 

war as “autocracy vs. democracy.” But the 
U.S.-led allies are hardly paragons of de-
mocracy. The 2020 defeat of Trump only 

obscures the march of authoritarianism 
in the U.S., while neofascist Hungary and 
Poland have aligned with Europe’s sanc-
tions against Russia. In reality the war is 
whitewashing Hungary et al and inten-
sifying militarism. After Trump pleased 
Putin by weakening NATO, Putin’s war 
has revived NATO. The European Union 

is rearming. 
Germany 
aims to be-
come the 
world’s third 
biggest mili-
tary spend-
er. It is true 
that Putin’s 
war must 
be opposed. 
At the same 
time, two 
capitalist-

imperialist alliances have taken the field, 
both of which are elevating militarism 
over democracy.  Environmentalist

Southern California
***

Your statement “Down with Putin’s 
war on Ukraine!” was ridiculously one-
sided. Not a single word about NATO’s ag-
gressive expansionism in Europe.

Anti-war activist
Toronto

***
I liked the statement because it did 

not equivocate. It did not, as did much of 
the left, blame the Russian invasion on 
NATO expansion. NATO expansion oc-
curred over a period of many years. East-
ern European countries joined NATO 
because they had been occupied by Rus-
sia during and after World War II. I am 
not endorsing NATO but trying to explain 
that it is a red herring, unrelated to the 
reasons for the Russian invasion. Dan

Flint
***

“McCarthyism” was a project of tar-
geting Americans for their support for 
socialism, which happened to be associ-
ated with the Soviet Union at that time. 
It was NEVER an ethnic slur against Rus-
sians! While we should stand in solidarity 
with Russian activists taking huge risks 
to stand up to Putin’s aggression, and 
also understand applying our criticism of 
Putin to the citizens of Russia would be 
unacceptable, it is shockingly manipula-
tive for some “leftists” to describe criti-
cism of Putin as “McCarthyism,” and calls 
on Russians to join the anti-war protests 
as “verging on calls for genocide.” Good 
grief, people! You are inventing a new “op-
pressed Russian” identity politics out of 
whole cloth! Ann 

D.C.

If Obama had listened to the Syrian 
revolutionaries and had put up some seri-
ous resistance to Bashar al-Assad—who, 
importantly, got help from Russia and 
Iran—from committing genocide in Syria 
against a population who only wanted 
freedom, that may have given Putin some 
pause in carrying out his war on Ukraine. 
News and Letters was right to repeat that 
Syria was a test of world politics—one 
that the U.S. failed in such a profound way 
as to show Putin that he could get away 
with destroying the democracy in Ukraine 
and turning it into another Chechnya.  
 Maggie Soleil 

Kauai, Hawaii
***

Biden said, “We will hold Russia ac-
countable.” That’s a lie. We have known 
since 2014, when Putin seized the Crimea 
and Donbass regions, that this could hap-
pen. The U.S. did nothing to dissuade Pu-
tin. For over a month before the invasion 
the U.S. knew the Russians were threat-
ening Ukraine. In Syria Russian and U.S. 
warplanes “coordinated” with each other 
to bomb civilians. Recently, Biden hand-
ed the people of Afghanistan over to the 
Taliban. Putin remembered that Obama 
only slapped Assad on the wrist after he 
crossed the “red line” in 2013 by using 
chemical weapons on civilians. A nation 
was sacrificed for the career of one bour-
geois politician.  Curtis 

Battle Creek, Mich.
***

Women and children are terribly 
strong. They are changing street signs 
and creating Molotov cocktails. Putin is 
desperate not to be drawn into a street 
war but he met mass creativity. Here, Re-
publicans are not all following Trump. But 
in a meeting planned between Hungary’s 
Orbán and Putin the honored speaker is 
Donald Trump. These fascists are looking 
for a whole new world order against the 
people. It’s very scary.  Erica Rae

Illinois
***

Very nice support for Ukraine. What 
about other refugees? Are they also al-
lowed to shop for free at Ikea? Aren’t they 
just as dead or maimed after a bombing? 
At first, the Netherlands was too small 
for a few hundred Afghans! Just another 
case of Animal Farm: “We all are equal, 
but some are a bit more equal than oth-
ers.” An uncomfortable truth maybe, but 
it’s just racism and fear of another culture 
or religion. Observer

Netherlands

•
WAR ON YEMEN

Yemen is far away, and everyone’s at-
tention is on Ukraine and Europe. Does 
that mean the Yemeni people are dis-
posable? In seven years of war the UN 
estimates that almost 400,000 people, 
primarily civilians, have died—60% from 
hunger and disease, with children being 
70% of the deaths. A coalition of authori-
tarian regimes—Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE (United Arab Emirates), supported 
by the U.S.—continues indiscriminate 
bombing. The Houthis—an Islamist politi-
cal movement that emerged in the 1990s—
have carried out an armed insurgency for 
years, and are now targeting Saudi and 
UAE intervention. More than four and a 
half million people have been internally 
displaced in Yemen. It is said that this 
is a proxy war for the Saudi Arabia-Iran 
conflict. But what about the Yemenis? The 
war intensified to its most deadly level in 
2022 and now mass starvation is close to 
reality.  Eugene Walker

Mexico 

•
CANADIAN CONVOY

Thank you for “Canadian convoy fu-
els fascism, not freedom” (online only, Feb. 
11). It is important that people see the dif-
ference in how they were treated with kid 
gloves, and Sovereign Nations people were 
brutally treated for their just actions. It is 

also important that people understand the 
importance of Detroit to American indus-
try and the economy. Another thing is the 
ridiculousness of the just-in-time policy in 
industry. Ordinary people end up paying 
for that, as N&L columnist John Allison 
pointed out about the Packard auto plant 
in Detroit that closed in the 1950s. I am 
glad that your article brings us something 
to go on to move lower and deeper, in un-
derstanding the larger picture.

Former Québec resident
USA

***
Watching the trucks travel to Ottawa 

and other Canadian cities to demand an 
end to pandemic rules—and the fall of the 
government—reminded me of the strike 
of independent truck drivers in Chile in 
1973. It turned out that strike had been 
organized and financed by the CIA as part 
of Henry Kissinger orchestrating the coup 
of Gen. Pinochet against the elected So-
cialist government of Salvador Allende. 

Retired postal worker
Michigan

•
TRUCKS AND TRIBES

Angry white men were shouting at 
the air in the Costco gas line yesterday. 
Be warned that U.S. culture is based on 
individuality and shallow tribalism. No 
one wants to be inconvenienced. The top 
selling vehicles in the past two years were 
trucks. One day gas is cheap, so some felt 
good about monster trucks. Cheap gas is 
gone but payments aren’t. Capitalism has 
no tomorrow. Cryptocurrency is a meta-
phor for capitalism. No product, quick 
profit, long-term destruction. We never 
get the joke. Elena 

Detroit

•
ABORTION POLITICS

Re: “Attack on abortion harms de-
mocracy” (Jan.-Feb. 2022 N&L), during 
the vice presidential debate Kamala Har-
ris was well set up to make a definitive 
statement for choice, from which she could 
have called out Mike Pence’s lie that he 
defends life. She chose not to. Instead she 
gave an ambiguous response. Where are 
the House and Senate bills to codify fed-
eral abortion law and why aren’t they go-
ing to the floor? Buddy

Indiana
***

Re: “The abortion pill is not magic” 
(Jan.-Feb. 2022 N&L), 

prior to the 1972 elec-
tion I was campaign-
ing for Michigan’s 
Proposal B to make 
abortions legal, sub-
ject only to the con-
sent of a woman and 
her doctor, to replace 

the state law which 
made almost all abor-

tions a felony. Three 
weeks before the election, 

the Catholic Church sent anti-abortion 
brochures with greatly enlarged gory pho-
tographs of fetuses to every household in 
Michigan. Proposal B was defeated. If Roe 
v. Wade is overturned, the old state law 
is still on the books and goes into effect 
again. I will be helping circulate petitions 
for replacing that law, but time is running 
out. I am still fighting for reproductive 
freedom and justice. Feminist

Michigan
***

Women know that being able to get 
an abortion or birth control is, or should 
be, our decision. But politicians now de-
cree that it is their right to tell women 
and girls what we can do with our bodies, 
including forced pregnancy, what we can 
eat and drink when pregnant, and more. 
They’ve set a precedent with this outra-
geous trampling of women’s human rights. 
With Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s order to 
declare gender-affirming care as “child 
abuse,” he’s extending government’s right 
to interfere in people’s healthcare deci-
sions. These healthcare decisions affect 
only women, gender-diverse people, and 
the families involved. But the COVID-19 
vaccine mandate, which Abbott vigorously 
opposed, affects the health of a whole soci-
ety. Women’s Liberationist

Chicago 

We mourn the death of Johnny Rog-
ers (pen name Robert Ellery), one of the 
founding members of News and Letters 
Committees. In the very first issue of 
News & Letters, June 24, 1955, he wrote 
a popular article, “G.I. View of June 17,” 
about the June 1953 East German up-
rising. He wrote the “Thinking It Out” 
youth column from Jan. 31, 1956, to 
March 1961, often taking up experiences 
with street gangs, the criminal justice 
and school bureaucracies, and elders’ 
disdain for youth. And he wrote “Rebels 
with a Cause,” the unsigned lead article 
in the Feb. 5, 1957, issue, which showed 
that, far from being the apolitical “Beat 
Generation” described by commentators, 
youth were a new force of revolution.

In her “Theoretical and Practical 
Perspectives: Where to Begin” report, 
Raya Dunayevskaya told the first Con-
vention of News and Letters Committees 
in July 1956:

“The new type of intelligence in the 
world, Proletarian Reason, has its reflec-
tion, if you please, in our paper. All you 
have to look at is the list of worker colum-
nists—from the editor himself, Charles 
Denby, to Angela Terrano, from Robert 
Ellery to Ethel Dunbar, and you will see 
at once that they all, including youth…

first got into their own stride revealing 
talents no one else knew they had, not 
even they themselves, after 1950 when 
jammed against the new in Marxism.” 

After turning over the youth col-
umn to younger writers in 1961, Rogers, 
a Brooklyn jazz buff, continued writ-
ing Leads and other articles for N&L, 
such as “Education Bows to War Plans” 
(11/28/1958), “Youth Conflict Exposes 
Delinquent Society” (Nov. 1959), “Milita-
rization and Devaluation: The War Moves 
to the Home Front” (March 1973) and 
“Fascist and Capitalist Repression Chal-
lenged: Worldwide Revolutionary Youth 
Resurgence” (Nov. 1975). 

He helped create the pamphlet The 
Young Marxist-Humanist in 1963, con-
tributing the article “Why the Young 
Marxist-Humanist.” This was followed by 
a newsletter titled The Marxist-Humanist 
published at the University of California 
Los Angeles from 1963 to 1966, to which 
he occasionally contributed articles.

The way Johnny Rogers exemplified 
the immediate post-World War II gen-
eration of youth as a revolutionary force 
speaks to all generations.

Franklin Dmitryev
Chicago

JOHNNY ROGERS (ROBERT ELLERY) IN MEMORIAM
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Our newest publications

ABSOLUTE IDEA AND 
SELF-LIBERATION

The 1961 letter by Raya Dunayevska-
ya to Spence (“Absolute Idea and self-lib-
eration,” Jan.-Feb. 2022 N&L) pointed out 
that we must never counterpose society to 
the individual. But capitalism does, as we 
see in people separating their supposed 
“individual right” not to wear masks or 
receive the vaccine from the health of soci-
ety as a whole. Hegel’s concept of individu-
ality is in contrast: the Absolute Idea is 
the unity of the theoretical and practical 
ideas where individuality is purified of all 
that interferes with its universality. Free-
dom struggles create conditions for total 
freedom. In our age we had to transcend 
the mediation of communism to get to No-
tion, the concept of a new, human society, 
in which we abolish division between No-
tion and reality to reach second negativ-
ity, the beginning of new human relations. 
What happens after the revolution is not 
guaranteed to be progress—as we have 
witnessed, like the Russian and African 
revolutions degenerating into authoritar-
ian regimes. These must be transcended 
before we can achieve positive humanism, 
beginning from itself.  Retired teacher

Michigan
***

Dunayevskaya was always prescient. 
The Sino-Soviet split was huge. Neither 
the U.S. nor Russia was especially inter-
ested in China. Since then, China has be-
come a huge state-capitalist power. The 
categories in the letter make us realize 
that revolution is not radical reform. A 
new beginning is not simple. Everything 
must be overthrown: ideas, production, so-
cial consciousness. These thought catego-
ries are essential for that. We don’t want 
to be in Groundhog Day like the rest of 
the Left, which keeps coming up with the 
same answers that didn’t work in the first 
place. Steve

Detroit

•
LABOR AND ECOLOGY

“COP26: Rulers strive to stifle youth 
response to climate emergency“ (Jan.-Feb. 
2022 N&L) tells it like it is. Work supplies 
a need, no matter what kind. Labor is the 
prime necessity of life; labor creates the 
world. Sir Thomas More in 15th-century 
England wrote, “sheep are eating men.” 
As wool became a major commodity, the 

common lands were enclosed for sheep 
grazing. Opening pasturage in the envi-
ronment, ending forests, ruins the coun-
tryside. We need to think of how our la-
bor affects the environment. To Marx, all 
labor is forced labor if it’s against your 
desires. With class society, agricultural 
labor does change the environment and 
the factory system created disease and air 
pollution. It won’t be otherwise unless we 
end class society. There should be joy and 
satisfaction but you can’t do it in a class 
society. Composer

New York

•
AVOIDING RACE

U.S. whites who avoid their race also 
avoid taking responsibility for racist his-
tories and current goings-on by giving ex-
cuses, for example: colonization is OK be-
cause it comes from exploration, which is 
in the human DNA. They give generaliza-
tions: because racism happens worldwide, 
every racist group should make amends 
and that’s when my group will too. Often 
white folks in North America are in favor 
of, say, Germany taking responsibility for 
the Holocaust but are unwilling to take re-
sponsibility for the still terrible treatment 
of Native Americans. If kids’ feelings get 
hurt, they will grow by confronting real-
ity. Many children who learn that rac-
ism is real will work to end it. Those who 
mind white kids’ feelings getting hurt by 
learning about actual history don’t mind 
children of color’s getting much more than 
their feelings hurt for centuries. 

 Haligonian woman of color
Halifax, Canada 

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS
Nevada, it seems to me, is a “prison for 

profit” state, and if you have no money you 
have absolutely nothing. Ely State Prison 
is a maximum security facility. I spend 23 
hours a day in lockdown in my cell with 
one hour of yard, with no cellmate. 

Prisoner
Ely, Nev.

***
I find N&L to be an interesting view 

upon real world topics which always hits 
home. I have been in and out of segre-
gation since 2016 at three of the level-5 
camps in Missouri and your publication is 
the absolute best for in-depth thinking in 
the box from every corner. Born in Ben-

ton Harbor, I never knew the water is con-
taminated with lead (“Foul tap water in 
Benton Harbor,” Nov.-Dec. 2021 N&L).  
 Prisoner

Bonne Terre, Mo.
***

Convicts with health/mobility issues 
should have on hand free info from the 
U.S. Department of Justice civil rights di-
vision about 
Americans 
with Dis-
abilities Act 
that show 
things like 
what cells 
should be 
equipped 
with. Our 
rights are 
a work in 
progress through civil lawsuits forcing the 
powers that be to do the Marxist human-
ism thing. I shattered my wrist, spending 
six months in the hospital in here, and I’m 
still a gimp today. It wasn’t ADA-compli-
ant at all. Prisoner

Joliet, Ill.
***

Being incarcerated, N&L has helped 
open my eyes to how the capitalist state 
uses our bodies as a commodity to make 
money, slavery, and takes hostage our 
families through expensive phone calls, 
visits, and “services” we “need” to survive, 
make parole, get medical care or other 
things. I have long known and watched 
as our government fails its citizens. Now 
I know it is purposeful. I am grateful to 
the donors who have provided this infor-
mation.  Prisoner 

Teague, Texas
***

I am a Transfeminine non-binary 
comrade imprisoned in California. I have 
been the grateful benefactor of generous 
subscription donors for quite some time. 
The writings of Raya Dunayevskaya en-
lighten me to the Marxist-Humanist per-
spective. I always sit up feeling educated 
and more aware after digesting these ar-
ticles. As a self-proclaimed abolitionist, 
anarchist comrade, I consider all N&L 
publications weapons in my arsenal of 
knowledge that propels me to stand up for 
my and our rights as humans against all 
those who oppress us, and in my case our 
captors such as California’s CDCr. I al-
ways enjoy sharing your paper with those 
hungry as I for more.  Prisoner

San Luis Obispo, Calif.

***
I appreciate the non-censored, 

unbiased and, most importantly, factual 
news, unlike the propaganda put out 
daily by the fabrication machines of the 
capitalist-imperialist global system. I am a 
true philosophical believer of revolution or 
what the right-wingers call radicals. The 
demise of this corrupted global system will 
only happen through revolution by us, not 
them, or fake-ass liberals, or moderates 
that just make me sick because so many 
are still uninformed zombies. Thank you 
for providing me this subscription.

Proud revolutionist 
Vacaville, Calif.

***
There is not a jail or prison in this na-

tion that is run properly. Most are falling 
apart—toxic building syndrome; unsani-
tary substandard living conditions; inad-
equate nutrition, medical care, and se-
curity; numerous policy, procedural, code 
violations; faulty electrical, plumbing, 
structural and safety issues, etc. Let’s at-
tack them on everyday compliance issues. 
When they find it’s going to cost more to 
fix these facilities than they’re worth, it 
will cut into their precious profit margins 
and bleed the beast dry. Closing prisons 
increases the parole rate, thus reducing 
the demand for filling bed space. This will 
also decrease wrongful convictions and 
may even cause these crooked lawyers and 
judges to stop the bribery and extortion 
and actually follow our Constitution. 

Prisoner 
Hondo, Texas

***
N&L provides very informative ar-

ticles you don’t hear about in the main-
stream news or media. They like to cover 
up a lot of the truth about what’s really 
happening and who is behind the govern-
ment and large corporations. When I’m re-
leased, I’m going to try and donate to help 
other inmates receive a subscription.  
 Prisoner

Whiteville, Tenn.

TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate  $5 for a prisoner  who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. Prisoners are eligible 
to continue their free subscriptions 
when they first get released, a time 
when the system tries to make them 
forget the struggle.

https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-absolute-idea-and-self-liberation/
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https://newsandletters.org/cop26-rulers-strive-to-stifle-youth-response-to-climate-emergency/
https://newsandletters.org/foul-tap-water-in-benton-harbor/
https://newsandletters.org/foul-tap-water-in-benton-harbor/
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continued from p. 1
to be free. But it lost its way. Nixon was clever to turn 
Black Power into Black enterprise zones. It enabled a few 
Black people to get rich but lost sight of the idea of free-
dom.

George Jackson said when poverty comes in the front 
door, love leaves through the back door. Property engen-
ders selfishness, you fear losing it. It changes your rela-
tions to others. When I was growing up, the Black neigh-
borhoods did not have much property. Yet I didn’t think 
we were poor, needing things. I never had to have a key to 
get into anyone’s house, no doors were locked.
U.S. HISTORY IS BLACK HISTORY

Property seems to be the basis for U.S. power in the 
world. But the creation of that property was a result of 
the work of mostly slaves and immigrants.

Since it was slavery that drove the develop-
ment of the U.S. from its start, how can one sepa-
rate U.S. history from Black history? What Marx 
called capitalism’s absolute general law is the ever-
growing discarding and dislocation of humanity 
as redundant. We are all bound to this system that 
holds back humanity’s self-development and self-
expression. Blacks experienced that totally under 
slavery and today it is also people’s everyday lives 
as a result of this absolute general law.

Every day I see people suffering from various mental 
health issues. I see tents, human waste all over, people 
sitting on cardboard. People looking for food in the dump-
sters is no longer a Third World phenomenon. All that to 
convince you how important it is to get a job. The rich are 
getting richer, while poverty is deepening.

Work has to be redefined. It is associated with slav-
ery. But it needs to be recreated as time to develop myself, 
to express my humanity. If you don’t understand the abso-
lute general law of capitalist development, you don’t un-
derstand the relation between labor and capital. Labor—
as free human activity and not as a mere means to life—is 
at the heart of the issue of returning to the idea of being 
free human beings and entering the Promised Land.

Penn. prison abuses 
the mentally ill

The idea of freedom
THOUGHTS FROM THE OUTSIDE

Waynesburg, Pa.—I’m a prisoner in the state of Penn-
sylvania and am currently housed in a Diversionary 
Treatment Unit, or DTU. It’s a form of solitary confine-
ment for prisoners deemed mentally ill. I feel it’s my duty 
to speak out about the oppression of mentally ill prisoners 
by correctional officers and staff. 

The Pennsylvania 
Department of Correc-
tions feeds off the ad-
ministration and official 
oppression by guards as 
the main cog in the Penn-
sylvania DOC. Certain 
adult prisoners are being 
traumatized here every 
day here in State Correc-
tional Institution Greene, 
southwest of Pittsburgh. 

It’s not just the mental 
oppression; it’s the physical 
abuse. On my housing block 
I have witnessed the DTU 

correctional staff physically assault a prisoner. This pris-
oner never said anything to anyone, staff or inmates. He 
minded his business and kept to himself. 
REHABILITATION NOT INCARCERATION 

The guards cell extracted him. A cell extraction is 
when the guards are allowed to come into the cell by a 
use of force. But they are not allowed to physically assault 
the prisoner. It really was traumatizing, what they did to 
that man. 

No one with mental health issues should be 
subjected to being in prison. Those who have not 
committed serious crimes should not be in prison. 
Low-level criminals like parole violators should be 
in treatment.

I feel strongly about this issue because I’m a low-level 
offender housed in a prison that is operated as a super 
maximum security prison. —Pennsylvania Prisoner

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT

Have you always wanted to know 
more about what 
socialism is?

What is 
Socialism?
⁕  as it relates to 
philosophy, 
⁕  labor and the 
Black dimension, 
⁕  women’s liberation 
and ecology

To order
see page 7
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Convoy misrepresents
Canadians 

When the Canadian government finally decided to 
put an end to the “Freedom Truckers” convoys, it was 
hard not to notice how gently those individuals were 
treated. This contrasts sharply with the brutal treatment 
of First Nations/Indigenous people who have been trying 
to protect their land and their way of life from pipelines, 
flooding from damming, and petroleum, gas drilling and 
mineral extraction. They are protecting the land for all 
of us.
HISTORICAL CONTRAST 

There is another contrast that is equally stark: the 
difference between the Emergency Powers Act of today 
(adopted in 1988) and its use to end the convoys, and the 
War Powers Act (1914) used by the government during 
the “October Crisis” of 1970 in Québec. The “Freedom” 
convoys caused vast disruption and billions in economic 
losses, including blocking an international border cross-
ing. 

The 1970 crisis was triggered by a group of perhaps 
a dozen or so adventurists who kidnapped a British dip-
lomat and the Québec Minister of Labour. In that case, 
all civil liberties were suspended and the Canadian army 
was sent in to occupy Québec, especially Montréal. 

Almost the entire political opposition to the 
parties in power, during an election campaign, was 
arrested and jailed for up to four weeks, without 
charges or probable cause. Most union leaders 
were also detained. There were almost 6,000 troops 
in the Montréal area. Other people were detained 
on the street and many of us had the uncomfortable 
experience of being interrogated at gunpoint while 
going to and from work or running errands. This 
occupation was directed against French-speakers, 
of course.

This contrast in treatment reveals what many 
have known all along: that the convoys are not a group 
of workers standing up for themselves, but a disruptive 
element among truckers who represent some elements 
of Canada’s ruling elite. Canada’s rulers cultivate such 
things deliberately, but sometimes this comes back to 
bite them. Canada’s Teamsters Union has vehemently 
opposed that small faction of truckers, as have at least 
90% of Canada’s drivers.
A NEEDED REVOLUTION

A few observers have been saying that this event re-
veals an “Americanization” of Canada. That is absurd. 
The “Freedom” convoys are homegrown, as Canadian as 
maple syrup or Molson beer. “Canadian exceptionalism” 
is a dangerous illusion, and those who promote that non-
sense, American or Canadian, are doing a disservice to 
Canada and to themselves. It is time to look at things as 
they are, which isn’t easy.

Canada is a beautiful place but it has as many prob-
lems, and deep ones, as any place else. One thing to keep 
in mind is Canada’s enormous wealth in natural resourc-
es, perhaps the greatest per capita of any country in the 
world, is being looted right and left by capitalists from all 
over the world. For them, the existence of people on Cana-
dian land is just incidental, an inconvenience. 

Canada needs a revolution, in thought and in life!
—D. Chêneville

Beijing sham Olympic 
opening ceremony

China, as host of the 2022 Winter Olympics, pre-
sented a touching opening ceremony which nevertheless 
achieved the state goals of shoring up international sup-
port and prescribing conformity as a virtue for its internal 
population. The major theme song, whose melody partly 
resembled that of a 1994 Christmas hymn, “Star Child,” 
extolled the characteristic of snowflakes: that they are 
unique in crystallization pattern but are “open to the 
light” and “shining all the same.” Just like snowflakes: 
“thousands of you and me gather into a family.”
SONG’S NOT SO HIDDEN MEANING

The song is in one sense gracious and benign. 
However, its rhetorical message echoes the pre-Cultural 
Revolution campaign to “let 100 flowers bloom, a hundred 
schools of thought contend.” This turned out to be a ruse to 
have Mao’s opponents self-identify and mark themselves 
for repression. 

Today, the independent institutions of Hong 
Kong are under determined erosion, and those who 
advocate the return of limited autonomy for Tibet 
and Xinjiang are conflated with terrorists and 
jailed. Induction to the “family” is not all sweetness 
and light.

The U.S. held a diplomatic boycott of the Games over 
mass incarceration and forced intermarriage of the Uy-
ghur minority. China’s choice of a Uyghur from Xinjiang 
province to light the Olympic flame was seen as a rebuke 
to this narrow criticism. In contrast, the U.S. and other 
governments have always been fine with suppression of 
independent unions and the thousands of strikes that 
have rocked China in recent years. Apple Computer, for 
one, absolutely adores this dysfunctional family dynamic.

So heart-wrenching is the hope of brotherly and sis-
terly love that was invoked in Beijing. So far is the still 
possible from the real. —Buddy Bell

For 
revolutionary 

women’s history 
Explore the 
Archives of 

Raya 
Dunayevskaya

As an activist with the 
Women’s Liberation Movement 
from its beginnings, Raya Dunayevskaya 
contributed an essay on “The Women’s 
Liberation Movement as Reason and as 
Revolutionary Force” to the anthology 
Notes on Women’s Liberation in 1970, and a 
special Appendix, “Women as Thinkers and 
as Revolutionaries,” to the pamphlet Working 

Women for Freedom in 
1976, following a series 
of six lectures she gave 
at the Wayne State 
University Center for 
Adult Education for 
International Women’s 
Year. Her writings on 
Women’s Liberation 
were translated into 
Farsi for a pamphlet 
issued by Iranian women 
revolutionaries for 
International Women’s 
Day, 1980. 

With the first 
publication of The 

Ethnological Notebooks of Karl Marx, 
Dunayevskaya singled out the relationship of 
this last work to Marx’s early Humanist Essays 
that took up the Man/Woman relationship. She 
developed this in her third major work, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution.

Dunayevskaya is one of the rare women who 
founded her own revolutionary organization 
and she did it at 
the height of Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy’s 
witch hunt of 
communists. She led 
News and Letters 
Committees from 
its beginning in 
1955 until her death 
in 1987. She also 
founded and then 
continued to deepen a unique philosophy, 
Marxist-Humanism. 

In the process she corresponded with the 
women in her organization and with women 
revolutionaries worldwide, including Adrienne 
Rich (who wrote the Foreword to Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution), Natalia Trotsky, 
Maria Barreno, Selma James, Grace Lee Boggs, 
Tatyana Mamonova, Phyllis Ntantala, Gloria 
I. Joseph, Frigga Haug, Sheila Rowbotham, 
Meridel Le Sueur—and many more.

In this Women’s History Month you can 
explore for yourself the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Archives at: www.rayadunayevskaya.org and 
meet one of history’s most extraordinary 
revolutionary women.

https://youtu.be/40kZ8JL7Gn4
https://youtu.be/keD5ZjQ0fII
https://qz.com/2122736/china-tried-dodging-uyghur-criticism-with-xinjiang-torchbearer/
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En español
Spanish Translation: 

American
Civilization 

on Trial: 
Black Masses as 

Vanguard 
by Raya

Dunayevskaya 
to order see p. 7

Q U E E R N O T E S
by Elise

Students are rising up to protest injustice:
• Armed with petitions, Queer students and their 

supporters marched to the office of George Magoha, Ke-
nya’s Secretary of Education. Magoha suggested that 
LGBTQ+ students be banned from boarding school, a 
common type of education in Kenya, where homosexual-
ity remains illegal, punishable by imprisonment of five to 
14 years. LGBTQ+ rights groups, including Bold Africa, 
have called for Magoha’s arrest. 

• Thousands of Florida students walked out of class 
and marched in protest of the “don’t say gay” and the Pa-
rental Rights in Education bills, which passed Florida’s 
senate and Gov. Desantis said he will sign. They ban dis-
cussion of sexual orientation and gender identity in kin-
dergarten through third grade and in classrooms when 
such discussions are deemed not age-appropriate. 

• Texas Trans youth and supporters rallied in Aus-
tin to protest Gov. Abbott’s directive that parents sup-
portive of their Trans children be investigated as child 
abusers. Texas District Judge Amy Meachum on March 
11 halted all such investigations and will hold a trial on 
the directive in July.

• Florida and Texas Queer youth have an ally in 
students at the H.B. Beal Secondary School in London, 
Ontario, Canada, who rallied to protest the “don’t say 
gay” bills and Texas’s anti-Trans legislation (see “Queer 
Notes,” May-June 2021 N&L, page 9).

*   *   *
Beloved Hyattsville, Maryland, mayor, Gay man 

Kevin Ward, was found shot dead, of a suspected suicide. 
Ward was elected mayor after serving as interim mayor 
after Candace Hollingsworth resigned. That his death 
was a possible suicide brings attention to the fact that 
LGBTQ+ men aged 35 to 64 have a higher risk of attempt-
ing suicide than Queer youth, according to a study pub-
lished in the November 2021 American Journal of Pre-
ventive Medicine. If you or someone you know is thinking 
about suicide or other self-harm, call or text your local 
suicide prevention line. The USA’s National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline phone number is 1-800-273-8255. 

*   *   *
Black Trans woman Ju’ Zema Goldring won $1.5 mil-

lion, after suing the Atlanta police and the two officers 
who unjustly arrested her. Officers Juan Restrepo and 
Vladimir Henry falsely arrested Goldring for jaywalk-
ing, then wrongly jailed her for drug possession. Federal 
Judge William Ray severely rebuked them for claiming 
she was carrying drugs in her stress ball and imprison-
ing her nearly six months while the lab that determined 
there were no drugs was completing their work. Even 
though Goldring was housed in a section for Trans wom-
en, she experienced sexual misconduct, including an in-
vasive search.

*   *   *
New Zealand has banned conversion therapy for 

people under age 18! Shame on the eight National Par-
ty members who voted against this bill. Therapists who 
violate the ban face up to three years imprisonment, and 
five years if the “therapy” causes serious harm. Almost 
107,000 public comments were submitted on the law. 
Shaneel Lal, of Conversion Therapy Action, joins many 
others in praising the ban’s passage. The UN found that 
conversion therapy, also called reparative therapy, causes 
depression, suicidal ideation and attempts, anxiety and 
other harms.

Women in defense of the territory
“WOMEN AND DISSIDENCE IN
DEFENSE OF THE TERRITORY”

Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico—Here in the Isthmus 
[in southeast Mexico, between the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Pacific Ocean] we are experiencing by leaps and bounds 
the consequences of the evil called progress. The ones 

who are feeling it the most are women, girls and dissi-
dents, because within this misogynistic and patriarchal 
society we continue to be considered a minority despite 
being more than half of the population.

We have to put our bodies on the front lines to 
fight for the rights that should be ours. Not having 
those rights restricts us and takes away our ability 
to make decisions about ourselves.

The excessive violence that is currently being expe-
rienced in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec claims the lives 
of women and girls who are disappeared and murdered 
every day. So far in 2022, approximately 12 women have 
been murdered in the region.
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS ‘NORMALIZED’

This violence is fed by the folly and collusion of the 
judicial and administrative authorities that try to nor-
malize violence against women as a fact of everyday life.

The current government, just like the previous ones, 
wants to impose development projects on us that obey 
capitalist and patriarchal logic, which is fed by the labor 
of thousands of mainly men, and the unpaid work of the 
women on whom they impose care work.

They seek to turn our floors into cement slabs, our 
houses into commercial shops, our air into poison and our 
bodies into their source of money.

We have listened and learned from the sisters 
further north: In Juárez where the maquiladoras 
became the death sentence for thousands of sisters, 
or in Ciudad Nezahualcóyotl, on the outskirts of 
Mexico City, where industrialization and urbaniza-
tion swallow day by day dozens of other sisters.

For this reason, it is essential to grow, out of struggle 
and resistance, protection and defense strategies for the 
territory—which includes the physical bodies of women, 
girls, gender-based dissidents and elderly women who 
have decided to put a stop to political demagoguery and 
act to defend the territory as a means of subsistence.

If we do not confront this rampant violence, we envi-

sion a bleak future, as women and girls have experienced 
in other regions of Mexico in which the territory of their 
lives was turned into a commodity for industry.
WORKING TOGETHER TO STOP VIOLENCE

For this reason, it is essential to convene the women, 
girls and dissidents of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec and 
other neighboring areas who wish to join the fight for the 
defense of life, to reach agreements, listen to our concerns 
and seek means to continue building the resistance.

As women and dissidents, we are close to the 
land, we can draw routes to walk together and con-
front the extractivist and patriarchal system that 
tries to turn our territories, bodies and spirits into 
commodities.

We invite the sisters with whom we have shared 
spaces of wisdom and healing, to meet again, talk and 
continue weaving our resistance.

It is essential to turn our words into action in the face 
of the threats we encounter as women and gender-based 
dissidents in the face of the project of death of the Inter-
oceanic Corridor [a proposed rail link across the Isthmus 
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans] and its poles of 
development; in the face of the transformation of life in 
our region due to wind projects; in the face of the naked 
violence on our bodies and the high levels of femicides, 
Trans-femicides and hate crimes, and all types of violence 
that we experience….

Never again a Mexico without us!
—Council of Autonomous Women–COMA; Oaxatrans

Feb. 26, 2022
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Towards a dynamic 
unity of struggle

From Indigenous peoples defending their territory 
from megacorporations, to demonstrations against vio-
lence against women and LGBTQI+ people, to artists and 
small groups of thinker-activists posing solutions to over-
come this madness—we are all part of the fluid, multi-
diverse resistance 
against capital. 

I understand 
social uprooting 
not as one struggle, nor as the mere sum of all of them, 
but as their living interaction in the abstract, undeter-
mined aim of tearing apart the actual social order and 
giving birth to a truly human one.
NEEDED UNITY OF EFFORT

A certain unity of efforts is needed to achieve this 
goal. For almost two centuries such a unity has been 
searched for, encompassing the first workers’ unions in 
England in the 19th Century, Marx’s call to workers of 
the world to unite—the Communist Manifesto—the Inter-
national Workingmen’s Association and several other less 
known organizations. 

In the 20th Century, the quest for unity mostly 
adopted the dogmatic form of the “party-to-lead,” 
which negated the diversity of actual men and 
women thinking and doing, and enthroned a thin 
layer of intellectuals and politicians as subjects of 
revolution.

Reaction to this alienation in the 21st Century has 
taken the form of a rejection of leadership and a look-
ing to the movement from below. This rejection has also 
meant, in some cases, the total negation of theory and 
therefore of the needed unity of theory and practice, blur-
ring the latter into practice alone, where everything is 
supposed to solve itself. How do we get out of this maze?
A LOOK INTO THE ZAPATISTA MOVEMENT

The Jan. 1, 1994, Zapatista uprising in Chiapas, 
Mexico, opened, in my view, a totally new era in the his-
tory of human resistance against capital. Its ongoing de-
velopment of almost three decades can give us some hints 
of how to achieve new beginnings in the unity of theory 
and practice, of unity and diversity.

Since its first days, even though having a mili-
tary branch and a spokesperson (Subcomandante 
Marcos), the Zapatista rebellion showed us that it 
had smashed the idea of the “party-to-lead.” The 
subjects of this movement were the Indigenous 
masses, building their future with their own hands. 
It was probably this historical newness that made 
Zapatismo so appealing to social strugglers who 
were looking for a new path forward but had been 
unable to find it. Throughout the years, Zapatismo 
has deepened its character of being an authentic 
mass movement.

But this leap in practice has never been devoid of a 
correspondent leap in theory. Furthermore, the former 
would be impossible without the latter, and vice versa. 
In the 2005 “Sixth Declaration of the Lacandon Jungle,” 
which could be considered the “Zapatista constitution,” 
they make explicit their philosophical foundations which 
are those of Marx’s Marxism. Time and again, they have 
deepened such basis, the most relevant occasion being 
the seminar and book Critical Thought in the Face of the 
Capitalist Hydra (2015).

At the same time: 1. The Zapatistas have shown 
themselves open to other views of Marxism and traditions 
of struggle (anarchism, activism, etc.). Even if they don’t 
fully embrace them, they acknowledge that such “alterna-
tives” may be useful to others, just as their own recreation 
of Marxism (“Each one according to his/her own form and 
time,” is the Zapatista expression for their Ecumenism); 

2. Philosophical grounds are a fundamental part of 
the Zapatista jigsaw puzzle, but just one of them.

Just as a movement is headless without such 
a ground, it is limbless and heartless without its 
other dynamic, ever-changing constituent parts: 
interpersonal relationships, communication, art, 
activism, spirituality, etc. 

Only in its fluid totality does the body become life. 
The question for me is: how can we develop a unity of 
struggle in which there is no quintessential part, neither 
a blurry conjunction of all, but an ecumenical, critical in-
teraction of them, each one displaying its undeniable par-
ticularity in the ever-changing quest for a truly human 
society? —Caracol Ciclista

DISCUSSION  ARTICLE
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to “hurry up and overthrow the Putin regime. It is 
in your interests as well as ours.”

That sentiment was echoed in the Russian Socialist 
Movement by many like Danya P.’s “For revolutionary de-
featism” (translated by Simon Pirani at People and Na-
ture): “I hope that the armed forces of the Russian Federa-
tion are defeated in the war that has started. My hopes 
grow not out of hatred, but out of love. The Putin regime’s 
military victories will bring nothing to Russia’s citizens, 

except deaths of loved ones, the 
final collapse of the economy and 
the strengthening of the regime. 
These victories can produce only 
short-term euphoria, the narcotic 
effect of which just diverts atten-
tion from Russia’s endless prob-
lems and from the recognition of 
the need to solve them.

“Every town that is seized, 
every village that is occupied—
that is more people whose future 
will be stolen from them. Because 
for the Putin regime there is no 
room for the future, there is only 
the rotten present and the effort 
to drive us all back to the even 
more miserable past. This regime 
strains every muscle to turn the 
wheels of history backwards, to 
return the economy, culture and 
society back to a more primitive 
state. Defeat in war would give 
the people of Russia a future, 
open their eyes to the essential 
character of the Putin regime and 

give them the strength to struggle for democracy and so-
cial justice.”
CAPITAL’S ESSENCE APPEARS

Putin’s Russian imperialism is but one manifestation 
of a desperate capitalist system that can’t provide for its 
population or address this society’s total threat to its own 
life-sustaining environment. As shock of Putin’s barbaric 
assault on Ukraine came to light, a blip in the news cycle 
was an update from the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change warning of the irreversible damage 
and immense human suffering already baked in because 
of unequivocally human-caused climate change. (See “Cli-
mate change report,” p. 11.) Without immediate action 
there is no hope to “secure a livable future” for humans 
on the planet. 

The ultimate currency now is militarism. The 
means of total destruction are much greater now 
than at the time of the global capitalist collapse of 
the 1930s Great Depression and its deglobalization, 
which led to the horrors of World War II and the 
Holocaust. The scale of Putin’s brutality toward a 
neighboring country in Europe revives this grue-
some memory.

Putin’s now global pariah status is especially deep in 
Europe. Even Hungary’s Viktor Orbán, his closest ally, 
accepted EU sanctions against Putin’s Russia and, along 
with Poland, opened the borders to fleeing Ukrainians. 
RACISM: CAPITALISM’S ACHILLES HEEL

Yet African students and other non-Europeans study-
ing in Ukraine reported a much harder time crossing af-
ter being separated from locals by Ukrainian guards at 
the border. Hungary and Poland had been the staunchest 
opponents to granting asylum to refugees in general and 
especially the EU’s push to open their borders to the mil-
lions fleeing Syria when Putin, helping Bashar al-Assad, 
demolished their country in a genocidal siege. This rac-
ism controverts the human solidarity necessary for a 
genuine revolution.

Because of the cost to their own economies and politi-
cal support, the Biden administration only belatedly suc-
cumbed to pressure and paid the price of shutting down 
Putin’s oil and gas revenue even as he unleashes what 
that revenue makes possible—a machinery of death, in-
cluding the threat of nuclear annihilation if anyone in-
terferes. Putin’s Ukraine war is just the latest moment 
in the widespread angst and despair over the future of 
humanity and nature under capitalism. 

Putin’s war also reveals a changed world of shifting 
alliances between competing centers of capital accumula-
tion, which is in a state of stalled accumulation globally, 
devolving into militarism and other-hating fascism and 
fomenting new forms of genocide.
XI’S CHINA, PUTIN’S RUSSIA CHALLENGE U.S.

Xi Jinping’s China, for its part, has solidified a new 
partnership with Russia. At a Xi and Putin meeting just 
before the Winter Olympics, Xi asked Putin to postpone 
his invasion so as not to distract from his Olympics 
spectacle, boycotted by officials of many countries over 
China’s human rights and genocidal practices against the 
Uyghurs. Xi also declared the new friendship of China 
and Russia had “no limits,” meaning China will enable 
Putin’s war drive by expanding the two countries’ trade 
in oil, gas, wheat, weapons, technology and other areas. 

The combination of two nuclear powers—China’s 
advanced economy and manufacturing with Russia’s en-
ergy—is out to challenge U.S. imperialism. The capitalist 
system in crisis ever veers, behind the veneer of democ-
racy, toward plutocracy, oligarchy and war. At the same 

War in Ukraine puts future of humanity in doubt
A major conventional-war-nuclear-catastrophe was 

luckily avoided when the Russian army’s shelling, which 
caused a massive fire at the Zaporizhzhia complex, was 
not a direct hit on one of its six nuclear reactors. 
RUSSIA’S WAR IS AGAINST CIVILIANS

Russian units, which reached the main cities of Kyiv 
and Kharkiv, bombed civilian infrastructure, using ther-
mobaric and cluster bombs intended to pulverize urban 

areas. A relentless rain of artillery and rockets poured 
down on Kherson and Mariupol, where Mayor Vadym 
Boychenko said the shelling was so fierce they couldn’t 
rescue the wounded from the streets and apartments. An 
aide to the mayor, Pyotr Andriushchenko, said like Alep-
po in Syria “they’re trying to wipe this city off the face of 
the earth,” signaling Putin’s plan for all of Ukraine. 

Sanctions, mass demonstrations in solidarity with 
Ukrainians throughout the world—especially in Europe 
where hundreds of thousands came out in major cities 
like Madrid, Berlin and Prague—and a lopsided vote for 
condemnation in the UN, failed to deter Putin from go-
ing forward with the brutality he honed in the war on 
Chechnya that he used beginning in 1999 to consolidate 
his power. 

Testing his more advanced weapons in 2015, 
Putin carried out a similar bloodbath in a military 
intervention that saved Bashar al-Assad’s counter-
revolutionary genocide in Syria, which deliber-
ately targeted hospitals, markets and other civilian 
locations. 

Yet Putin’s 40-mile convoy of tanks and supplies, 
meant for encircling Kyiv and executing a prolonged 
siege, faced stiff resistance and, as we go to press, re-
mains stalled after more than a week just outside the city. 
Some Russian troops—hungry and ill-informed about 
their mission—have surrendered en masse and sabotaged 
their vehicles by punching holes in gas tanks and tires. 
Captured soldiers were allowed to call their moms back 
home, where families had no idea they were at war. 

Putin has since shut down social media and destroyed 
the last vestiges of independent media and then passed a 
law imposing a 15-year prison sentence on any journalists 
who use words like “war” or “invasion” or who contradict 
in any way the official government account of its “special 
military operation.” Troops believed they would be greet-
ed as liberators with flowers and, like most Russians, up 
to the last minute believed Putin’s repeated insistence 
that there were no plans to invade the whole of Ukraine. 

Indeed, the focus of Putin’s Feb. 21 speech was an-
nouncing recognition of two new independent republics 
in the Donbas. There the popular 2014 Ukrainian revolu-
tion for independence had been met with Putin’s imperial 
intervention promoting Russians vs. Ukrainians in an 
ethnic war, in which over 14,000 have been killed. That 
war devastated this industrial region, where multi-ethnic 
opposition, including especially workers’ strikes, had 
been critical to overthrowing the Soviet Union’s brutal 
state-capitalist regime and supporting Ukrainian inde-
pendence. 
PUTIN’S LOSS WOULD GIVE RUSSIANS FUTURE

Taras Bilous, a Ukrainian historian and activist who 
worked with the civilian victims on both sides of the Don-
bas war, knows well the Ukrainian ultra-right as well as 
the exaggerated presence given to it by those who don’t 
know the reality on the ground. Bilous, who tried to pro-
mote dialogue on the war and personifies the spirit of the 
new Ukraine, wrote “A Letter to the Western Left from 
Kyiv,” signing off his blog to join a territorial defense unit 
while Kyiv was under artillery attack. 

Bilous denounced the “campism” of Leftists 
who view Putin’s assault on his country as “the di-
vision of ‘spheres of interest’ between imperialist 
states” wherein Ukrainians are victims or collater-
al damage, but not humans battling for their lives 
against Russia’s imperialism and striving to be free 
to live in a multi-ethnic country led by a popular 
leader who is Jewish and whose first language is 
Russian. Bilous ends by urging the Russian people 

A mural on the Ukraine war by Syrian artist Aziz Al-Asmar painted in Idlib, Syria, on the ruins of a house on 
Feb. 24, 2022, to show the widespread solidarity of Syrians with those under fire in Ukraine.

continued from p. 1 time, as in the run up to World War II, no one knows what 
other realignments and betrayals will take place until the 
final global showdown. Putin is not so much the exception 
but the embodiment of the ongoing shift in world poli-
tics, signaling the future this system holds in store for the 
world if left unchecked. The destruction of democracy and 
the move to the Right in the U.S. and the world, which 
Putin has aided, help set the stage for that nightmare.
LENIN VS. PUTIN’S COUNTER-REVOLUTION

This shift is counter-revolutionary to the core. Noth-
ing makes this clearer than Putin’s rant against Lenin. 
For Putin, who is taking Russia “back to the even more 
miserable past” of empire, there seems to be no enemy 
more hated than Lenin, who supposedly invented the 
nation of Ukraine. In reality, Lenin insisted that Ukrai-
nians are an independent people/nation, free to go their 
own way, as he warned against Great Russian chauvin-
ism, which he later further warned was personified by 
Stalin. It is Stalin that Putin, despite his denunciation of 
Communism, glorifies.

National self-determination is not merely a 
principle, to which Leftists were supposed to sub-
scribe. Lenin also saw that it could be a catalyst 
for proletarian revolution. Just look at the depth 
of Ukrainians’ self-organization and self-activity—
drawing in all layers of the population, acting indi-
vidually and collectively on their passion for inde-
pendence and freedom from imperial overlords. It 
has inspired the world. Ukrainians have certainly 
brought new life to the idea of democracy. Consid-
ering the sorry state of actually existing bourgeois 
democracies, the fight for overcoming barriers to 
living free cannot stop there.

In the U.S. a 10-year $1.2 trillion “build back bet-
ter” proposal, to be paid for with a small tax on U.S. oli-
garchs—which would have made a significant dent in 
child poverty and allow some first, feeble steps to address 
the unfolding environmental catastrophe—faced, in spite 
of its popularity, the staunchest total opposition from Re-
publicans. Yet, what received hardly any attention and 
passed in a blink of an eye with wide bipartisan support, 
was a so-called “defense spending” bill, which, projected 
over 10 years, will be more than $8 trillion. This is the 
old cold-war warrior President Joe Biden’s bipartisan 
war budget. The international competition between state-
capitalist orbits is driven by production and preparation 
for total war. 
WAR AND CAPITALISM

Nothing shows this more than the trade war between 
the U.S. and China, started under Trump and continuing 
to this day. It had, as a central issue, the 2019 battle over 
5G telecommunicatios. 
(See “Is nuclear war 
on the horizon?” News 
& Letters, March-April 
2019.) U.S. imperial-
ism used sanctions to 
enforce a purge of Hua-
wei equipment, which 
was more advanced 
than U.S. technology, 
from all Western coun-
tries. In 5G’s ability 
to connect things, the 
paramount consider-
ation is the unimpeded 
ability to deliver smart 
weapons. The cost of 
supply chain disrup-
tions, including those 
caused by sanctions, 
will be tremendous 
and affect all econo-
mies and will be paid 
for by workers. 

The unity of eco-
nomic and war policies has only intensified. Now 
the microchip industry and many other industries 
are a “national security” issue. Chip manufactur-
ing companies are being subsidized to bring that 
manufacturing back to the U.S., even as talk about 
“winnable nuclear war” with China is getting trac-
tion among some in the Pentagon. The unity of eco-
nomic and war policies is an absolute threat to life.

The opposite of permanent war is permanent revolu-
tion, which does not stop at political freedom and national 
self-determination. To Karl Marx permanent revolution 
meant realizing democracy and self-determination in ev-
eryday life activity, especially in the capitalist workplace 
where work is reduced to a mere means to life. In place of 
capitalist science that goes into the machine—the robot, 
the algorithm and the machinery of death to dominate 
and destroy—science is a lie unless it is one with life and 
human self-actualization. The absolute opposite of capi-
talism’s alienated labor—that not only alienates humans 
from each other, from nature, and from the very activity 
of creating the things that reflect back innate human ca-
pacities—is the Idea of freedom. 

In doing everything possible to act in solidarity with 
the Ukrainian struggle for national self-determination 
against Putin’s absolute barbarism, our time demands 
giving voice to that self-determination of the Idea of free-
dom.

Asaad al Asaad

Russian poet/activist Kirill Medvedev 
holds sign: “No to the Kremlin’s war 
against Ukrainians and Russians” on 
Feb. 24 in Moscow. He was arrested 
immediately. 
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On Feb. 21 Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton de-
clared that providing gender-affirming medical care to 

minors is child abuse under 
state law. Doctors, nurses 
and teachers who don’t re-
port even a suspicion of such 
care would face criminal 
charges. 

On Feb. 24, the Florida House of Representatives 
passed the “Don’t Say Gay or Trans” bill which would block 
teachers from talking about LGBTQ+ issues or people. 

On Feb. 1 an Oklahoma senator introduced legis-
lation allowing parents to sue educators who teach any-
thing “in opposition to closely held religious beliefs of 
students.” Parents could demand the removal of any book 
from school shelves they believe contains LGBTQ+ con-
tent and sue teachers.  
LAWS THREATEN ALL MARGINALIZED PEOPLE

Such laws threaten not just Queer kids. They can be 
directed against any marginalized group. They come from 
Republicans and conservative groups using the guise of 
“empowering parents” or “protecting kids.” Yet the Texas 
law prosecutes parents as “child abusers” if their child is 
reported as transgender. 

The Florida and Oklahoma laws are directed 
against educators and put Queer kids and non-
conservative teachers in the crosshairs. They per-
secute LGBTQ+ children and try to bury any infor-
mation on LGBTQ+ people. It harkens back to laws 
enacted against evolution being taught in school 
and ones that ban books on the U.S.’s racist past.

The federal government’s response has been 
nonexistent. Congress has not passed the Equality Act, 
which would prohibit discrimination based on sex, sexual 
orientation and gender identity. The silence from federal 
politicians on such laws has been deafening. It shows 
how governments are slow and soft in opposing actions 
of reactionaries.

What can be learned from all of this? No matter which 
politician is in power or what political party is dominant, 
they will do little to protect oppressed groups or benefit 
the lives of people in any significant way.
POLITICIANS RIFE WITH HYPOCRISY 

An example of this general lack of care is the 
infrastructure bill. Its provisions have been whittled down 
to where they lack many of the significant benefits it had 
in its original form. Biden is increasing police funding 
and makes clear he would strike down any “anti-police” 
legislation although he and other Democrats talked about 
police reform, especially during the height of the George 
Floyd protests.

Action must be in the hands of everyday people. That 
can come in the form of protests, general strikes, school 
walkouts or any creative action on the part of working 
people. As crises strike the world in a multitude of differ-
ent places and ways, there is no better time to take action 
or make clear one’s beliefs. —Jackie Roving

YOUTH

by Buddy Bell
In late February and thereafter, college students 

around the U.S. rallied against Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. At West Virginia University in Morgantown, 
Ukrainian graduate student Krystyna Pelchar witnessed 
an outpouring of support when she held an impromptu 
protest: “I’m happy to be in such a place where people 
are attentive and they understand that what’s happen-
ing in Ukraine is not just Ukraine’s problem.” Harvard 
sophomore Maksim Bahdanovich was part of massive 
protests of a rigged 2020 election in Belarus before com-
ing to the U.S. via Ukraine and then co-organizing the 
rally against the invasion on his Massachusetts campus: 
“[Ukraine] has become a safe haven for me and thousands 
of other Belarusians who were fleeing, and now it’s no 
longer safe.” Stanford sophomore Catarina Buchatskiy 
said: “Putin is not just targeting Ukraine’s borders and 
the geographical territory but Ukraine’s very history and 
culture….We have our own conception and our own sover-
eignty.” Stanford freshman Andrii Torchylo: “Why is this 
happening to me? Why is this happening to my family and 
every single Ukrainian? Because we chose to be a demo-
cratic nation….This is not just a war against Ukraine.”

*   *   *
A rally by college students picketed the office of 

Illinois Democratic Rep. Mike Quigley on March 4 to pro-
test an $8,000 campaign contribution from weapons man-
ufacturer Lockheed Martin. The protesters demanded he 
sign a pledge to accept no further campaign funds from 
weapons manufacturers and that he cosponsor a War 
Powers Resolution to cut off military aid to Saudi Arabia. 
Samir Muhammad spoke for the DePaul University chap-
ter of Chicago Area Peace Action: “While people in Yemen 
are starving and having their lives taken, Quigley gets to 
sit in his office and benefit from the companies that are 
helping carry out such a terrible and devastating crisis….
There is no place for money in politics, especially money 
that comes from the ones who profit off of war, violence, 
and destruction.” Meanwhile, the Illinois Democratic Par-
ty seems to have helped Quigley avoid a progressive pri-
mary challenge from young immigrant community leader 
Hoan Huynh, whose home was recently drawn out of the 
5th district in the state’s new congressional map.

YOUTH IN ACTION

Laws attack LGBTQ+

Madagascar reveals climate crisis
by Franklin Dmitryev

The near-famine in Madagascar starkly reveals the 
reality of the climate crisis, which cannot be separated 
from the ravages of colonialism and capitalism.

After the worst drought in 40 years—four years so 
far—food shortages were worsened by three cyclones and 
a tropical storm that battered parts of the island nation 
off Africa’s southeast coast in January and February.

The four storms killed at least 170 people and 
displaced more than 100,000. Roads, schools, health 
centers and homes were damaged or destroyed, and 
Cyclone Batsirai virtually cut off the island’s drought-
ravaged south from the north.
HUNGER STALKS THE LAND, KILLS THE YOUNG

Parts of Madagascar have been in a hunger emer-
gency for much of the last decade, according to the World 
Food Program. At least 1.3 million people in southern 
Madagascar need emergency food assistance, plus an-
other 340,000 people elsewhere in the country. Almost 
half of the country’s children under five suffer from 
chronic malnutrition. At the same time, with only about 
4% of the population partially or fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, the healthcare system is strained, oxygen is in 
short supply, and domestic violence has spiked.

“Madagascar is in a constant humanitarian 
crisis,” declared a UNICEF representative. Much 
of the south depends on small-scale subsistence 
farming, which has been decimated by the drought 
linked to climate change and by sandstorms fu-
eled by drought and environmental degradation. 
Drought, famine, sandstorms and intense cyclones 
are likely to become more frequent due to the cli-
mate crisis.
POOR PAY PRICE FOR RICHEST POLLUTERS 

The new UN “Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adap-
tation and Vulnerability” report projects a 10% reduction 
in freshwater flow and “increased drought stress over 
Madagascar.”

Ugandan youth activist Vanessa Nakate proclaimed 
at last September’s Youth4Climate conference in Milan: 

“Historically, Africa is responsible for only 3% of glob-
al emissions. And yet Africans are already suffering some 
of the most brutal impacts fueled by the climate crisis: 
rapidly intensifying hurricanes, devastating floods and 
withering droughts. Many Africans are losing their lives, 
while countless more have lost their livelihoods….

“And the UN has de-
clared that Madagascar is 
on the brink of the world’s 
first climate change fam-
ine. Tens of thousands of 
people are already suffer-
ing catastrophic levels of 
hunger and food insecu-
rity after four years with-
out rain. Who is going to 
pay for Madagascar?”

It is not altered 
weather alone that has 
wrought such devas-
tation. It occurs on a 
terrain that has been 
adapted to serve capi-
talist accumulation, 
rather than either the 
human beings who live 

and work there or the other species that make up 
the local ecosystems. 

While “resilience” is one of the watchwords of to-
day’s projects to adapt to the changing climate, it is one 
of the main attributes stripped away from traditional ar-
rangements for food provision in all of Africa and other 
colonized lands, as they were forced to adapt to the world 
capitalist system. 
CAPITAL PUTS PROFIT OVER LIFE ITSELF

Its subordination of all life to capital accumulation, 
under the label “development,” privileges “efficiency,” pro-
ductivity and profit over the human and natural sources 
of all wealth. Traditional methods of agriculture, refined 
through centuries of experience and normal climate vari-
ations, were deliberately undermined to maximize pro-
duction. “Green revolution” techniques using synthetic 
fossil-fuel-based fertilizers, pesticides and unsustainable 
irrigation undermined the fertility of soil and facilitated 
its erosion and desertification. 

The African revolutions of the 1950s and 1960s 
opened a door to a non-capitalist path of devel-
opment with self-determination from below that 
would have enabled resistance to capital’s de-
mands. But that was undermined by neocolonial-
ism from without and, at the same time, the separa-
tion between masses and leaders who were weighed 
down by technological backwardness and ended up 
treating the masses as mere labor power. 

The official concept of adaptation means more of the 
same. The QMM mining project in southern Madagascar 
is a case in point. QMM is a partnership between the 
government and the notorious multinational mining 
corporation Rio Tinto. Its titanium mining land grab—
which sparked a series of protests, general strikes and 
resistance to evictions—is “offset” by “conservation” 
areas, which, like many in Africa and elsewhere, push 
local small-scale producers out of forests. At the same 
time, QMM displaced fisherpeople from their traditional 
boat-launching sites.

Similarly, an industrial-scale beef cattle feed-
lot in the country garnered $3.5 million in funding 
from “development” banks, at the very time when 
industrial meat production needs to be shut down 
because of its huge climate and ecological impact.

The suffering in Madagascar and the struggles 
against QMM point to the need for a totally different ap-
proach to adaptation and development, restoring continu-
ity with the African revolutions’ high points in a new era.

Brazil floods, inequality
If we want to see how climate chaos and inequality 

are going to play out in the future, Brazil has just given 
us a reality check. Petrópolis, a city of little more than a 
quarter of a million that is close to Rio de Janeiro, was hit 
in February by a huge rainstorm, the heaviest in nearly a 
century—almost 10 inches in two hours. 

“I looked up and my house started shaking,” said 
13-year-old Mariana Santiago. “I ran up to my neighbor 
and you could see the entire mudslide from there, it 
was like a waterfall.” The house in the Morro da Ofica 
neighborhood was built on a steep slope in the south of 
Petrópolis. There were 26 landslides, which killed 176 
people, with more than 100 still missing. 

The Petrópolis rainstorm was no freak of na-
ture. Rain and landslides are frequent in the moun-
tains of Brazil. Residents in risky areas feel they 
have little choice in where they can afford to live. 
They sent a statement explaining that even before 
this event, there was a shortage of housing going 
back more than a decade. In 2011 more than 900 
people died in the mountain region after land-
slides. Housing was promised to affected families 
but none was ever provided. 

“The authorities are much more concerned about be-
ing re-elected than doing something for the people,” notes 
geography professor Antonio Guerra, who studies land-
slides. “There is money but it’s not been spent on improv-
ing the lives of residents.” He estimates that as many as 
20,000 people in Petrópolis live in areas at risk.

—Eugene Walker

Climate change report
“An atlas of human suffering and a damning 

indictment of failed climate leadership.” 
—UN Secretary-General António Guterres 

A new major scientific report issued by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, a body of experts 
convened by the UN, gives the most detailed description 
of the dangers posed by the continuing climate crisis of 
global heating: a frightening future of flooding, fire and 
famine which will displace millions, species disappearing 
and the earth irreparably damaged. 

To avoid this catastrophic impact there needs 
to be a sharp reduction in the emissions of green-
house gases. Among them carbon dioxide and 
methane are heating the planet. But nations are 
spectacularly failing to act quickly enough. 

As usual, the world’s poorest nations are already pay-
ing the heaviest price (see “Madagascar reveals climate 
crisis,” this page). The report stated that between 2010 
and 2020, drought, floods and storms killed 15 times as 
many people in highly vulnerable countries, including 
those in Africa and Asia, as in the wealthiest countries. 
Those countries will require hundreds of billions of dol-
lars per year in financial support to protect themselves—
but the wealthier nations have been slow to respond.

 —E.W.

Women try to collect water in one of the many dried-up rivers in Madagascar. This one is in Grand Sud.

News & Letters  is also online at
www.newsandletters.org. 

The online News & Letters does not wait for a 
deadline to post articles, editorials, essays and 
analyses of ongoing local and world events—we 
update as things happen. If you want to keep up on 
Marxist-Humanist reporting, post comments to 
begin a dialogue, or order literature, then check out 
the online paper regularly. 

Stéphane Rakotomalala for Action Against Hunger
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in 
its private property form as in the U.S., and in 
its state property form calling itself Commu-
nist, which appeared as the Russian Revolution 
was transformed into its opposite. That retro-
gression anticipated the next stage of develop-
ment—the age of state-capitalism. We stand for 
a society of new human relations, what Marx 
called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled a 
new movement from practice that was itself a 
form of theory. News & Letters was created so 
that the voices of revolt could be heard unsepa-
rated from the articulation of a philosophy of 
liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, 
was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today 
(1958), established the American roots of Marx-
ism while presenting a comprehensive attack 
on present-day Communism, which is a form of 
state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in its 
original form as “a thorough-going Naturalism or 
Humanism,” while pointing to the new Human-
ist philosophy expressed by the working class. It 
presented history and theory as emanating from 
the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it historical-
ly, caught the link of continuity with the Human-
ism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, the 
integration of dialectics and organization reflects 
the revolutionary maturity of the age and the 
passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a con-
tinent of thought and of revolution in his youth 
to the “new moments” of his last decade. Writ-
ten for our time of revolutions in developing 
countries, the rise of the international women’s 
liberation movement, and global economic cri-
sis, it reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the deter-
minant for the relationship of theory and prac-
tice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civilization 
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 1983) 
concretizes it on the American scene and shows 
the two-way freedom road between the U.S. and 
Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 
revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 

to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevska-
ya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World De-
velopment, deposited at Wayne State University 
in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of organiza-
tion rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firmest 
unity among workers, Blacks and other minori-
ties, women, youth and those intellectuals who 
have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of both 
capital and labor.” We do not separate mass ac-
tivities from the activity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution of 
News and Letters Committees or see it on our 
website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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WORLD   VIEWIN
“Even a tank cannot stop the breaking dawn”

—slogan on Khartoum wall and in protest marches
� 

More than four months 
after the military coup last 
October destroyed the transi-
tion to civil rule, dozens of re-
sistance committees contin-
ue to launch demonstrations, 
marches and protest meet-
ings, issue manifestos, and 
hold assemblies to debate 
how to defeat military rule. 
(See Nov.-Dec. 2021 N&L for 
the first major statement by 
The Sudanese Workers Al-
liance for the Restoration of 
Trade Unions.)
NOT TOP-DOWN

It is these decentral-
ized resistance committees, 
emerging from below throughout the country, that have 
powered the movement. The committees transcend class, 

Ongoing resistance to coup in Sudan
age and ethnicity, and have been created in both urban 
and rural areas. Led by young organizers, they are a 

sharp contrast to the top-
down political organizing 
that characterized Sudanese 
politics before the revolution. 
KIDNAPPED FROM THE 
HOSPITALS

More than 20 mass dem-
onstrations have been orga-
nized since the coup. Non-
violent demonstrators have 
been met with tear gas and 
bullets. More than 80 have 
been killed, with hundreds 
wounded. The military junta, 
led by Lt. Gen. Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan, have also begun 
kidnapping demonstrators in 
their homes and even hospi-
tals and holding them incom-
municado in prisons.

Today resistance committees exist by the hun-
dreds; their origins date from 2013, when students 
and opposition activists began protesting rising 
gas prices. They reemerged in 2018 with the pop-
ular uprising against the longtime authoritarian 
head of government al-Bashir. 

His overthrow came in 2019, in part carried out by 
his own military, who wish to retain control and usurp 
the revolutionary movement. The popular movement in-
sisted there must be a full transition to a civilian govern-
ment with elections. This was to take place in a two-year 
transition period with a joint military-civilian council.
MASS RALLIES AGAINST MILITARY RULE

 Meanwhile the neighborhood resistance committees 
continued, providing self-organization of healthcare, gar-
bage collection, tutoring of students and more. Important-
ly, they voiced political demands, particularly justice for 
those killed during the anti-Bashir uprising, challenged 
the transitional government on its economic agenda and, 

crucially, organized mass rallies against continued mili-
tary rule. Against this background the military staged its 
October coup, ending any transitional phase. 

Women are insisting on their full revolutionary par-
ticipation as they face sexist barriers within the move-
ment. (See “Sudanese women deepen fight,” p. 2.) 

Sudan’s 2019 revolution overthrowing Bashir’s rule 
was usurped by a military intimately involved in decades 
of his rule. The question now is whether this country of 45 
million in northeast Africa can achieve a new beginning. 
The resistance committees are proof that the struggle 
continues. —Eugene Walker

A scene from the Sudanese Revolution, April 10, 2019

After the Winter Olympics in Beijing ended, Swed-
ish speedskater Nils van der Poel—who had won the 
10,000-meter race in world record time—gave away his 
Olympic gold medal to the daughter of a political prisoner 
jailed in China: Gui Minhai. It is no accident that van der 
Poel felt compelled to wait until he was out of the grasp of 
China before he dared act on his individual protest. 

China as Olympic host has been compared to Nazi 
Germany as Xi Jinping’s regime has suppressed the Uy-
ghur minority and criminalized the democracy movement 
in Hong Kong while dismantling legal protections. To 
warn visiting Olympic athletes of the penalties for pro-
test, authorities dragged out Peng Shuai, the world class 
tennis player who had disappeared from view after accus-
ing a Communist Party official of rape, to say that she 
had not been disappeared and had never been raped.
PUNISHING ANTI-NAZIS

A movement to boycott the 1936 Berlin Olympics 
had begun building nearly as soon as Hitler took power 
in 1933. The broad-based movement among athletes to 
boycott the Nazi Olympics was led by the Irish-American-
influenced Amateur Athletic Union. Support for boycott 
was suppressed with an iron fist by Avery Brundage, the 
powerful head of the U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC). 

Accommodation by the USOC continued even in Ber-
lin: The legend that Jesse Owens showed up Nazi racial 
superiority with his show of dominance while Hitler was 
forced to watch was burnished by Owens winning his 
fourth gold medal, in the 4x100 relay. Actually, Owens 
was in that race and won that medal because he replaced 
one of the two Jewish athletes, including future New York 
broadcaster Marty Glickman. In deference to the Nazis, 
they had been removed from the race.
MEXICO CITY BLOODBATH

The road to the 1968 Mexico City Olympics had been 
bathed in blood, as soldiers killed over 300 protesters to 
clear the way for the Olympics to open on time and “peace-
fully.” That massacre was reason enough for a world boy-
cott, but of course the Games would go on. 

As a result, Tommie Smith and John Carlos, gold 
and silver medalists in the 200-meter dash, had their op-
portunity to raise gloved fists in protest of discrimination 
against Blacks in the U.S. For that silent and dignified 
protest, they were forced to leave the Olympic Village im-
mediately and were sent back to the U.S.

—Bob McGuire

The International Monetary Fund, which is supposed 
to lend money to struggling nations in time of need, ends 
up just like any private capital money-grubbing bank: 
charging extra fees for the “privilege” of getting a large 
loan. The surcharge is supposed to protect the IMF from 
losses (the IMF has collected some $4 billion in extra fees 
since 2020!), but the result is that, on top of loan pay-
ments, countries must come up with hefty additional fees. 
During a COVID-19 pandemic, it means these countries 
have less money available to protect their populations.

Far from helping to solve the economic difficulties 
that so many countries face under neoliberal capitalism, 
the terms and conditions to obtain a loan end up causing 
more economic pain, particularly among the poorest of a 
country’s population.  —Eugene Walker

IMF loan scam

Iron fist at Olympics

What way will Xiomara Castro take Honduras?
The first woman president ever elected in Honduras, 

Xiomara Castro, has taken office after a 12-year rule by 
the corrupt, conservative National Party, which had en-
gineered a coup against the presidency of her husband 
Mel Zelaya in 2009. That coup was planned with the tacit 
support of the U.S. 

The National Party destroyed social programs and 
increased military spending, while at the same time at-
tacking human rights and the environment—including 
even the 2016 murder of Berta Cáceres, an Indigenous 
Lena leader and Honduran environmental activist. The 
Party’s last President, Juan Hernández, is facing extradi-
tion to the U.S. for drug trafficking.
OBSTRUCTION IN CONGRESS

Castro takes over a deeply broken country. Her Li-
bre Party does not have a majority in Congress. While 
proclaiming a socialist program, and initially proposing 
a progressive social agenda, including drafting a new 
constitution and supporting abortion ban exceptions as 
well as sex and race education in schools, she modified 
these proposals in her campaign, saying they should be 
approved by a referendum.

The Biden administration is seeking to strong-
ly influence President Castro. Its overriding con-
cern is the hundreds of thousands of Hondurans 
who have left their poverty-stricken, ungovernable 
country for the U.S. 

But the Biden administration’s strategies for change 
are always top-down, beginning with the business com-
munity and investment.

The real key for the future direction of Honduras lies 
in whether Castro will focus her attention on the power-
ful grassroots movement which brought her to the presi-
dency. For more than a decade, that movement resisted 
and fought the coup-imposed regime. Will its voice and 
actions be a determining new beginning in Honduras for 
President Castro? —Eugene Walker

Victory for #MeToo
For many years, people who experienced sexual ha-

rassment and assault in the workplace and in places like 
medical offices found to their shock that they had waived 
their right to sue the offenders, and had to submit to pri-
vate arbitration. Buried in many click-to-agree contracts 
is language that requires people to settle disputes out of 
court. But a new federal law renders such agreements 
void in cases of sexual assault and harassment. 

Women’s rights activists and national organizations 
began working five years ago to get the legislation intro-
duced. This year it passed by a wide margin in February, 
and took effect March 3. The law is also retroactive. It 
allows old cases to come unblocked.
SIGNING AWAY YOUR RIGHTS

Binding arbitration has become a powerful tool in 
the arsenal of private capital. Victims often discover they 
have signed away their civil right to sue. Instead, they 
have no choice but to bring their grievances before a pri-
vate court which is set up and paid for by the defendant 
company. The bias of such courts is obvious. Usually, the 
records of their cases cannot be made public.

Even though the bill only moved forward after pri-
vate business had studied it for several years, the fact 
that Congress passed a law to void part of private arbi-
tration is a good precedent. Under popular pressure, they 
have the prerogative to void other provisions which per-
petuate unfair conditions. —Buddy Bell

Hind Mekki
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