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“Human power is its own end”—Karl Marx

Climate report:
revolution or disaster

The battle over the latest UN report on climate
change laid bare the stark alternative between business
as usual, favored by the powers that be, and the millions
around the globe fighting for social transformation sufficient to stave off catastrophe.
Unprecedented numbers
of scientists who worked on
the IPCC “Mitigation of Climate Change” report formed
Scientist Rebellion last year and leaked draft documents,
knowing that UN member nations would censor the Summary for Policymakers (SPM).

EDITORIAL

SCIENTISTS STRIKE TO SAVE THE WORLD

On April 4, the day of the final report’s approval, scientists began a week of strikes, protests, occupations and
direct actions in at least 25 countries to highlight “the
urgency and injustice of the climate and ecological crisis.” Usually seen as conservative and reluctant to speak
out politically, scientists raised slogans such as “Climate
revolution or we will lose everything” and “1.5°C is dead,
climate revolution now!”
The Scientist Rebellion website explained:
“The people deserve to know NOW what our corporate owned politicians have done to them….We
leaked it to show that scientists are willing to disobey and take personal risk to inform the public.”
All of these points from the draft SPM were eliminated in the official release:
⁕ “Ambitious mitigation and development goals cannot be met through incremental change.”
⁕ “Individual behavioral change in isolation cannot
reduce GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions significantly.”
⁕ “Increasing the participation of women, and racialized and marginalized groups, amplifies the impetus for
continued on p. 9

THOUGHTS FROM THE OUTSIDE

Capital’s discarded lives
by Faruq

On April 29 one of our Urban Alchemy practitioners
was shot on the street. It brought some attention to street
realities. Urban Alchemy mostly employs former prisoners as monitors/caretakers/mediators between the homeless, including the alleged “criminal element,” and the
rest of the city’s population.

‘ACTING AS A “REAL CITIZEN”’

Being employed by Urban Alchemy allows me to act
as if I were a “real citizen.” I can have a car and put gas
in it. I can have health insurance, etc. But we are in the
middle of a sense of danger and uncertainty that people
from both sides face. I hear daily, “Thank you for what
you are doing.” Some come down to the Tenderloin to see
if it’s true that you can safely walk down the street. They
are amazed to find it is true.
The shooting, however, revealed the prison outside. We are trying to survive and not be swept up
in the river of lives that have been discarded. Having a job after prison gives a false hope. Where and
how do we find the courage to be human, not reduced to the basics of subsistence? We witness life
being totally precarious. Many homeless are people
who have been rejected, lost their jobs, and all but
a few have lost hope of having a human life.
We see it every day. Those who are a notch above
homelessness and have a “lifestyle,” supposedly have a
new level in the quality of their life now that they’ve made
it out of the hood. That is a trap. It creates divisions and
resentment. All people need the resources to build a life.
“Lifestyle” means nothing but a program to moderate
the vicissitudes of life, which under capitalism just means
death. Even nurses, who are better paid, are committing
continued on p. 8
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Russian invasion and Ukrainian
resistance shake up the world
by Franklin Dmitryev

$1

made itself the center of world fascism.

INVASION STALLED BUT RUINOUS
When the Russian Army retreated from their assault
Putin’s retreat from Kyiv reflected the failure of his
on Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine, at the end of March, its
initial plan—deemed likely to succeed by Western intelwithdrawal from towns like Bucha revealed the sadistic
ligence agencies—to overthrow Kyiv in three days and
horrors inflicted by the occupiers.
install a puppet regime. This, however, only meant refoThey had left the bodies of over 400 civilians, includcusing on a slower,
ing a line of bodies
Harald Etzbach
but no less bloody,
with hands tied in
march on a swath
what appeared to be
of southern and
a torture chamber.
eastern Ukraine—
Evidence
showed
for now. There, the
rampant summary
overwhelmingly
executions,
rapes,
Russian-language
torture and looting
city of Mariupol has
in Bucha and other
been “wiped off the
formerly
occupied
face of the earth by
towns.
the Russian FederaClearing
up
tion,” according to
any doubts about
Pavlo Kyrylenko, the
the nature of his
governor of the Doimperialist invanetsk region.
sion of Ukraine,
As of the end of
Russian President
April, from 5,000 to
Vladimir
Putin
25,000 civilians had
congratulated
been killed—some
the 64th Separate
reports claim 5,000
Guards Motor Rikilled in Mariupol
fle Brigade, which
with
had
occupied Thousands joined an “alternative Easter march” demonstration in support of Ukraine in Berlin, alone—along
thousands of comBucha, for their Germany, on April 16.
batants, while 30%
“great
heroism
of Ukraine’s people had been displaced, 5.5 million beand courage” and for “protecting Russia’s sovercoming refugees abroad. Russian forces targeted hospieignty.”
tals, schools, apartment buildings, and water and energy
The carnage puts into practice the genocidal blueservices.
print elaborated on tightly controlled Russian state meWhat bogged down the invasion was the selfdia by columnist Timofey Sergeytsev:
organization of nearly the whole population into
“Ukronazism carries not less, but a greater threat
a multi-ethnic national movement of armed resisto the world and Russia than German Nazism of the
tance—which finally forced the U.S. and Europe to
Hitlerite version….The name ‘Ukraine’ apparently
get serious about supporting Ukraine and enacting
cannot be retained as the title of any fully denazified
sanctions on Russia—as well as the weaknesses of
state….It must be returned to its natural boundaries and
the Russian armed forces, which were undermined
deprived of political functionality….Ukraine, as history
not only by Putin’s illusions of a quick victory welhas shown, is impossible as a nation-state, and attempts
comed by the population but by desertions and reto ‘build’ one naturally lead to Nazism. Ukrainism is an
sistance from within his army. (See “Putin’s bruartificial anti-Russian construction that does not have its
tal war in Ukraine puts the future of humanity in
own civilizational content….”
doubt,” March-April N&L.)
It is necessary to ask how Russia’s fascistic, warmonRailway workers in neighboring Belarus, who are opgering regime was, even on the day after the invasion,
pressed by a Putin puppet, carried out dozens of acts of
accepted as a legitimate part of the world order, with its
sabotage to effectively sever the rail link with Ukraine
own legitimate sphere of influence, not only by the rulthat had been one of the Russian army’s important supers of the other powerful capitalist states but by a large
ply lines. Over 40 of the workers were detained by the
chunk of the so-called Left as well. After all, Putin’s state
Belarus KGB, and may face 15 years in prison.
apparatus has been spewing its genocidal, revanchist ideology even before it annexed Crimea in 2014, and it has
continued on p. 10

Reactionary Supreme Court attacks freedom
by Terry Moon

Freedom is no longer an abstraction when it’s gone.
Having control over what happens to your own body is
the difference between fascism and freedom. Black Americans know this in their bones because to walk out into
a racist U.S. is to take your life in your hands, to have
what happens to your body—especially in the hands of
the police—be completely out of your own control. Now all
women, except—for now—women of means, will experience this lack of control of what happens in and to our
bodies.

U.S. WOMEN CAN NO LONGER BE CALLED FREE
It is fascism when women or anyone who experiences
a pregnancy are forced to carry that pregnancy to term.
As Moira Donegan put it in The Guardian:
“In making abortion illegal, the [U.S. Supreme Court]
is imposing a legal status that is so cruel, so personal and
so life-altering on half its population, that those subject to
this imposition cannot be called free. Is there any condition more essential to democratic citizenship than a person’s control over her own body? Can we call ourselves a
free country without it?”
One of the things that makes this defeat so staggeringly bitter is the lie that this misogynist action is being
perpetrated on women because of concern for “pre-born
children.” That lie has long been discredited by Republicans’ deadly disregard for children once they are actually
born and actually children—especially if those children

are Black, Brown or poor.
Another bitter pill is what is revealed by the
avalanche of forced pregnancy laws: a deep anger
and hatred of women and a neofascist hoped-for reassertion of men’s “right” to control every aspect
of our lives. That hatred was recently mouthed by
a woman, Kelli Stargel, a sponsor of Florida’s new
15-week abortion ban bill, when she argued against
any exceptions for survivors of rape. Her words
dripped with contempt: “I fear for the men who are
going to be accused of a rape so that the woman
could have an abortion,” she snarled. “A woman is
going to say she was raped so she could have the
abortion.”
We know that it isn’t only women that these Republican fanatics hate, and the attacks won’t stop when abortion is illegal and women and providers are being jailed.
It isn’t only that they will deepen their attack on birth
control, as U.S. Senator Marsha Blackburn did at the
confirmation hearing for Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson.
There Blackburn outright attacked the 1965 Supreme
Court decision that decreed that contraception was legal.
She blathered: “Constitutionally unsound rulings like
Griswold vs. Connecticut…confused Tennesseans and
left Congress wondering who gave the court permission
to bypass our system of checks and balances.”
Contempt and hate have worked so well for
continued on p. 2
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Turkish women challenge Erdoğan

of the Istanbul Convention—the international treaty on
preventing violence against women, which has soared under his regime.

ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY A MOVEMENT

That Turkey’s President and wanna-be “Great Leader,” Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, is a misogynist authoritarian
monster is no secret. In March 2021 he pulled Turkey out

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

On March 12, in London, England, feminist-led protesters set off 1,000 rape alarms, hurling them at Charing Cross police station on the first anniversary of the
Clapham Common vigil for Sarah Everard. That vigil was
violently disrupted by police. Everard was kidnapped,
raped and murdered by a police officer using police credentials to trick her into his car. Police merely told women to carry rape alarms, devices that make a continuous loud noise when a button is pressed. On March 11,
Reclaim These Streets, the vigil organizers, won a case
against police for breaching their human rights to speech
and assembly. In February, a watchdog group reported a
culture of misogynist and racist intimidation at Charing
Cross police station with officers making numerous social
media statements joking about violence against women,
rape, pedophilia, racist murders, and the Holocaust.
* * *
In April Bilan, Somalia’s first all-female media house,
launched with an editor and five journalists producing
stories for TV, radio, and online media, based in Mogadishu. This allows women journalists to not be sexually
harassed out of a job and report on important topics previously trivialized. Deputy Editor Fathi Mohamed Ahmed
stated: “As a women-only media house we are going to be
able to bring taboo subjects out into the open. Our sisters,
mothers, and grandmothers will talk to us about issues
they never dare speak about with men.” These include
abuse of rural girls employed as maids, post-natal depression, child abuse, rape, lives of refugees and also women
starting businesses. Chief Editor Nasrin Mohamed Ibrahim states, “Bilan’s target audience is society as a whole,
not just middle-aged men.”
* * *
On March 8, International Women’s Day, in Paris,
France, feminist organizations L’Amazone, Resistance
Lesbi, and Osez Le Feminisme marched for “abolition of
all violence against women, including prostitution, pornography, and lesbophobia.” Signs read, “Women are Not
for Sale,” “Stop Raping Us,” “Lesbian Not Queer, We Exist,” “No Feminism Without Prostitution Survivors,” and
“Lesbians Against Islamophobia.” They were attacked by
activists from pro-prostitution organizations. One feminist asked, “What else should we endure to be believed
when we say supporters of ‘sex work’ are pimps who
hate women and beat up survivors?” Feminists marched
in Barcelona, Spain, Brussels, Belgium, and Santiago,
Chile. In Ankara and Istanbul, Turkey, the 20th annual
Feminist Night March also protested “honor” killings. In
London, England, hundreds marched in their 15th annual Million Women Rise. Opponents angered by the messages attacked many marches, especially in Pakistan.
* * *
In Poland, Elzbieta “Ella” Jarmulska founded Women
Take the Wheel, an all-woman, volunteer service driving
women fleeing Ukraine from the border to homes or shelters. Most Ukrainian refugees are women and children
and are targeted by rapists and sex traffickers in every
country. They cannot know if the crowds of male volunteers at the border offering rides can be trusted. Jarmulska recruited drivers through Facebook, and wants to
buy a bus. She has also connected women and youth with
employment opportunities and delivered supplies of helmets, vests, and tampons to female soldiers in Ukraine.
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Abortion rights gutted
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International Women’s day in Istanbul, Turkey, March 8, 2016.

In April 2022 his public prosecutors demanded that
We Will Stop Femicide (WWSF), Turkey’s largest women’s rights group, be disbanded for “activity against law
and morals.” When he’s not destroying women’s organizations, he sends his police every International Women’s
Day to beat protesting women and shoot them with rubber bullets.
The general secretary of WWSF, Fidan Ataselim,
said: “For us, this is an attack on all women in
Turkey, on all social movements, on the entire
democratic public opinion.” The Guardian reports
that WWSF “has a nationwide network providing
legal support to survivors of domestic violence,
as well as collecting data on femicide, monitoring
trials and organizing rallies. [Erdoğan’s demand
for its destruction] comes amid a rise in femicides
in Turkey. WWSF estimates that 416 women were
killed because of their gender last year, and a
further 72 murdered from January to March 2022.”
When the news broke, demonstrations broke out in
several cities in Turkey, including Istanbul and Ankara.
The real reason for the attack on WWSF is their ongoing
critique of Erdoğan, especially for pulling Turkey out of
the Istanbul Convention and ignoring the worsening conditions for women under his rule.
In Istanbul, hundreds of protesting women along with
domestic abuse survivors and their friends and relatives
shouted: “Don’t prosecute women, prosecute murderers!”
Nihat Palandoken, whose young daughter was murdered
in 2017, said: “These women are fighters. I wanted to be
there to support them.”
—Terry Moon

On May 7, thousands of women march and rally in Chicago against the
Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade.

Republicans that they will come down harder on LGBTQ+
people, especially Trans people who so clearly trample every notion Republicans have of how things are supposed
to be. Gay marriage as well as the legality of consensual
sex between adults of the same sex may soon be illegal
again using the same reasoning that overturned Roe. And
this Court has never seen suppression of voters’ rights or
workers’ rights that it didn’t endorse.

TRASHING ROE IS ONLY THE BEGINNING

While the hacks on the Court claim that all this
wreckage is simply adhering to the U.S. Constitution,
that too is a lie, shown by their disregard for that same
Constitution as soon as it goes against their own agenda.
The separation of church and state, a principle embodied
in the Constitution, has been so thoroughly destroyed by
this Court as to become meaningless.
This is not going to end when abortion is illegal.
The power rush of fascism experienced by the rightwingers on the Court is so heady, so addictive, that
now with their taste of victory in pushing women’s
struggle for freedom back by half a century, they
aim to push us all back to when propertied white
men ran the whole shebang. Then they didn’t have
to worry about losing their power to all the lessthan-them. All of us are their next target: women,
youth, workers, LGBTQ+, Black and Brown,
immigrant or poor. Anyone who has questioned
the status quo is in their sights—anyone who has
rejected or even questioned what this society has
told us about what it means to be a human being,
because it doesn’t speak to who we are or want to
become.
Karl Marx wrote that no one combats freedom; at
most they combat the freedom of others. We are not only
fighting for the vital right to control our bodies. This is inherently a fight for a universal freedom. Now is the time
to take seriously how our sisters in Ireland, Argentina,
Mexico, and Poland have fought their governments over
this very issue because it is so vital to the reality of freedom. Our time shows clearer than any previous one how
that revolutionary struggle must be so deep that all human relationships are transformed.

How women’s trauma
is used against them
by Adele

Dr. Jessica Taylor and her groundbreaking book,
Sexy but Psycho: How the Patriarchy Uses Women’s Trauma Against Them, are changing how institutions and the
public view the effects of trauma.
Drawing upon
years as a therapist in feminist rape
crisis,
domestic
violence, and child
trafficking centers,
she describes staff’s
success
calming
distressed
clients
and helping them
live their lives after
abuse.
“Every behavior, thought, or feeling after distress
or trauma…are either a response to
what happened or a
way of coping with
what happened—
or they sometimes
can be both.” These
include: “nightmares, binge eating, perfectionism, selfharm, flashbacks, headaches, hearing voices or becoming
withdrawn for many years.” This is proven by feminist researchers like Dr. Alexis Palfreyman, the first to ask girls
why they self-harm.

MEDICAL VS. SOCIAL MODEL

Currently, many psychologists, social workers, police and the courts view these as symptoms of mental illness. Taylor states this is the biological or medical model,
which claims symptoms originate in the brain and can be
controlled with medication.
The newer social model emphasizes effects of abuse,
poverty, oppression and other social factors. It has been
absorbed by the medical model, claiming these factors
cause the unproven condition of “chemical imbalances in
the brain.” Medication’s effectiveness is often unproven,
and side-effects severe.
Taylor relates disturbing stories from women
worldwide diagnosed with mental illness when
treated for abuse or attempting to report it. Diagnoses of mental illness are used to prevent women
from convicting abusers or rapists, keeping custody of children, enrolling in higher education, refusing medication, seeking employment or housing,
or leaving a mental health facility. Medical doctors frequently assume women’s serious illnesses
and injuries are imaginary, even claiming serious
abuse is self-inflicted. Misogynist stereotypes are
used to silence female professionals listening to
their clients and attempting to protect them from
harmful treatments.
Taylor describes how psychiatry’s deeply sexist, racist, homophobic, ageist and classist roots influence today’s use of psychiatry to label all groups of oppressed
people as “out of control” and innately disordered.
Throughout patriarchal history, women were considered defective, inferior versions of men. Women’s sexuality and motherhood or lack of interest in these, along with
all our interests and pursuits, are pathologized. Popular
culture, from T-shirt logos to movie characters, glamorizes mental illness, selling “sexy but psycho” to women as
a cool, daring identity. Misogynist internet jokes relating
women’s attractiveness to psychosis are topics of serious
scientific papers.

FEMINIST GROUPS HELP ABUSED WOMEN

Several feminist organizations helping abused women, including Kairos Women Working Together and Drop
the Diagnoses, asked Taylor for help creating a traumainformed practice. She proposes ways to end pathologizing of women and girls: Commission an independent
inquiry into their mass medication and psychiatric diagnosis. Stop using psychiatric misinformation about mental illness and medication. Ban psychiatric accusations
when women disclose abuse. Adopt a trauma-informed
approach at every level of every system. Change language
and narratives given to the public. Challenge and disrupt
misogyny globally. Remove funding from pharmaceutical companies and invest in accessible and free trauma
therapy. Provide compensation for everyone harmed by
psychiatric drugs and ban harmful treatments, including
psychiatric euthanasia, chemical restraints, and electroconvulsive therapy (ECT). Recognize feminism’s incompatibility with psychiatry.
In the meantime, create national teams of independent, trauma-informed advocates helping patients assert their rights in the mental health and
court systems.
Taylor emphasizes replacing psychiatry with a
trauma-informed, feminist system immediately, because
psychiatry absorbs competing approaches, claims improvement, and continues its profitable abuse. She urges
readers to take women seriously and help create a new
system.
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U of Illinois faculty threaten strike

that’s right—people rise up when they’re put down. Don’t
be surprised. We’ve been talking a long time. Don’t ask
your professors to keep on talking because when you’re
talking and no one is listening you have to find another
way to be heard!”
On May 2, a tentative agreement was reached, averting a strike unless the agreement falls through.
—Labor rights supporter

Springfield, Ill.—University of Illinois, Springfield
(UIS), faculty members have been working since Aug. 16,
2021, without a contract and on April 21 filed an intentto-strike notice.
Kristi Barnwell, president of UIS United Faculty,
part of University Professionals of Illinois Local 4100, told
The State Journal-Register, “We don’t want it to come to
a strike, but after a year of bargaining we’ve seen little
progress on critical issues in negotiations.” She noted
that since 2017 they have received salary increases of a
paltry one or two percent.

San Francisco holds
May Day rally

Many strikes, especially of rank-and-file workers,
have issues other than fair wages—like being treated
with dignity, or work schedules that don’t make one sick
or destroy family life. As Richard Gilman-Opalsky, Professor of Political Theory and Philosophy, explained to
News & Letters, the demands at UIS are much broader
than the needed raise:
“The labor action is not all about money, although that is certainly part of it. Zoom out a little
bit, and what is happening on our campus (and
many others) comes into focus as just another
phase of class war in this country. Class power not
only functions at the university, but it rules the
university. Some of our fights in this round of bargaining include workload issues.
“We have professors who carry very heavy service
loads, and these are disproportionately women. The university has refused to properly support them with some
course releases so that they could shift some time and
energy from teaching to their other obligations. Also, we
want less top-down decision-making and more faculty
control over the terms of our lives and work.

SIPHON OFF CASH, THEN CRY POOR

“We are being outnumbered by an ever-growing class
of high-paid administrators. Our current Chancellor Karen Whitney gets $25,000 a month, plus $2,000 more in a
monthly housing stipend, and she is not even an employee
of the university! She is an independent contractor in the
so-called gig economy, hired by our university from a corporate body that sells interim chancellors to universities
across the country.
“Our university spent $800,000 on an outside
company to draw a new map of campus, $100,000
for a new strategic plan, and $60,000 for an executive training company (that also employs Interim
Chancellor Whitney). The university claims to have
no money, except for everything it wants to pay for.
When it comes to faculty needs, the university presents itself as broke.

AFTER MAY DAY

“We are not asking for the sun, moon, or stars, but
they make us fight for peanuts here. They don’t give up
anything without a fight. Sound familiar? Indeed, capitalism, and class power, structure the university.
“The status of things right now is that we are still
hoping to avoid a strike. We don’t want to go on strike, but
the last contract we won in 2017, was only possible with a
strike. That is our power. We are workers. If we don’t get
a fair contract by May Day, we will probably honor that
great day with a strike on May 2.”
Prof. Gilman-Opalsky put it this way at a faculty
rally on April 3: “One thing about dialectics is that these
things don’t come out of nowhere. Don’t be surprised.
When you see people rise up in Ferguson, [Mo.,] in Baltimore, in Egypt, in Hong Kong—anywhere you see people
rise up, it’s because they’ve been put down! In Ukraine,

Then and Now:
On the 100th
Anniversary of the First
General Strike in the
U.S. by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer
⁕ The Black Revolt ⁕ Forgotten
Women Hegelians ⁕ Marx and the
First Working Men’s International

For a limited
time—from May
Day to Labor
Day—buy this
pamphlet with a
new or extended
subscription to
News & Letters
for just $10 with
free shipping.
To order,
see page 7.

Urszula Wislanka for News & Letters

WAGES AND MUCH MORE AT STAKE

San
Francisco—
Our
May
Day demonstration
addressed
many
“bread and
butter” issues facing
workers,
including
healthcare
workers
fighting for
an ability
to give care;
teachers
opposed to
school closings fighting for the
children’s
right
to
have an education; students at City College fighting class
reductions and campus closings; Lyft and Uber workers
fighting to be recognized as workers and, most notably,
Amazon workers fighting to be recognized as human beings, not robots.
One speaker summed it up: “In the land of milk
and honey, we are fighting for rice and beans!”
Prof. Cihan Tugal brought attention to the fate of
the Gezi Park 2013 protesters in Turkey, who were trying
to protect the last green space in Istanbul (see “Turkey,
Syria and Iran at crossroads of world revolt,” N&L, JulyAug. 2013). They are now facing trials in increasingly authoritarian Turkey.
An Iranian activist asked that we sign an emergency appeal to free Iran’s political prisoners, like
Narges Mohammadi, a journalist facing death by
deliberate denial of medical care in prison, and
Mehran Raoof, a teacher sentenced to 11 years in
prison for “propaganda against the regime.”
To find out more about those and other political prisoners in Iran and to sign the appeal for their freedom, go
to FreeIransPoliticalPrisonersNOW.org.
—Urszula Wislanka

Strike threat wins

Porters, doorpersons, superintendents, concierges
and handypersons in more than 3,000 New York City highrise buildings were able to avoid a cutback in benefits by
insisting they would rather go on strike.
“We’re not asking for a ton of money or anything. We’re just asking, hey, recognize us, because
we are now essential workers, frontliners,” said
Stephen Yearwood to ABC News.
The strike, scheduled to begin at midnight on April
21, would have meant security desks going unstaffed and
potential building maintenance problems going unrepaired.
Workers rejected a proposal by management to claw
back vacation and sick days while instituting an employee
contribution to group health insurance premiums. All of
this new language was later dropped in a negotiated contract hurriedly trotted out on April 19.
—B.B.
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Alabama coal miners
keep strike alive

By May Day 2022 coal miners at Warrior Met in
Brookwood, Ala., had been on strike for a year and a
month since they walked out April 1, 2021, to demand
restoration of their wages, benefits and work rules. A
judge had dissolved their United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) contract with former owner Walter Energy
during bankruptcy proceedings in 2016 and orchestrated
a give-back contract that took $9 an hour from miners
and forced workers into the mines for as long as 84 hours
a week.
The Wall Street vultures routed company assets into
Warrior Met, which has raked in $3.5 billion in profits, bloated by the “temporary” give-backs. Warrior Met
forced the strike rather than agreeing to restore miners’
standard UMWA contract.

WARRIOR MET DISRESPECTS MINERS

One week into the strike, the company offered a tentative contract. They offered to restore just $1 more in
wages. Workers rejected the contract as an insult. The
miners have continued their strike over unfair labor practices.
Warrior Met has maintained some production
since then, with the aid of fewer than 100 of the
1,100 union miners crossing the picket lines.
Strikers have the support from their own union bureaucracy and other AFL-CIO unions. They receive $800
every two weeks in picket pay. But the miners’ vow to hold
out “one day longer” than the company has required support from other union members financially and at rallies.

UNIONIZING PICKING UP STEAM

The Warrior Met strike unfolded as workers at longtime anti-union giants like Starbucks and Amazon have
accelerated campaigns to form unions, including the first
unionization election in 2021 at the Amazon warehouse
in nearby Bessemer, Ala.
The re-vote there, called by the NLRB because
of blatant company intimidation, resulted in a defeat for the union, but this time not a two-to-one
loss as in 2021 but by a 6% margin before challenged
ballots have been counted.
A handful of striking miners who took jobs at the
Bessemer Amazon warehouse certainly had experiences
to share with fellow warehouse workers of fighting their
company and Wall Street. With the successful organizing of the Amazon Labor Union in Staten Island, N.Y.,
there is hope, even in Alabama, for strikes and organizing
against the wealthiest bosses aided by the power of the
state.
—Bob McGuire

Starbucks union wave

A unionization wave at Starbucks continues to percolate. As of April, workers at 28 stores have had their
unions certified. Workers at about 200 other stores are
still in the process of getting to a certification vote.
Company bosses have been filling unioncurious stores with managers to watch workers’
every move and listen to their every word. At the
same time, these managers purposely drag their
feet when it comes to approving requests for shift
changes or days off.
In Phoenix, Ariz., pro-union barista Tyler Gillette
told Business Insider his hours were cut in half: “I’m at
the point where this job is causing my mental health to
be at such a low point… I wasn’t able to pay rent this
month. I’m gonna be homeless because Starbucks is royally screwing me over.”

STARBUCKS FIRES UNION ACTIVISTS

Laila Dalton, a former employee who was fired for
her pro-union organizing, told Jacobin she was given a
warning when she did not count the number of times she
shook a tea, which apparently is supposed to be shaken
exactly ten times. “Then they ended the day saying things
like, ‘You better not do that again.’ It’s said in a somewhat
joking way, but the truth is you can’t really tell.”
The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) is
now filing a retaliation lawsuit to reinstate Dalton
and two other Starbucks workers in Arizona. Seven employees fired from a store in Memphis, Tenn.,
have said they intend to file an NLRB complaint.
On April 29, some of these employees held a press
conference in front of the penthouse of Howard Schultz,
the Starbucks CEO who stepped down in 2018 for a Presidential run but was rehired last March. During his tenure, the company successfully beat down earlier efforts at
unionization.

‘UNION-BUSTER-IN-CHIEF’

While holding a sign naming Schultz “union-busterin-chief,” former Memphis barista Beto Sanchez spoke to
Left Voice: “Of course people like Howard Schultz are not
gonna want a union because they’re not underneath the
conditions that need a union. Of course he’s never gonna
have to deal with staffing. He’s never gonna have to deal
with scheduling issues. He’s never gonna have to deal
with working in an unsafe working environment.”
Starbucks bosses may or may not find successful tactics that will allow them to finally get ahead of the growth
of this latest movement among their employees. However,
the memory of working together to improve the conditions
of work will not be easily forgotten.
—Buddy Bell
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: Thought disjointed from objective
truth is running amok today—even including selfdescribed Marxists who oppose self-determination of
Ukraine and side with Putin, the avowed enemy of Lenin. This compels a new look at Hegel’s category philosophically comprehending that phenomenon, which he
called “The Third Attitude of Thought toward the Objective World” (or, in a newer translation, “The Third
Position of Thought with Respect to Objectivity”). Raya
Dunayevskaya repeatedly drew from Hegel’s category to
confront retrogression and in her work on Dialectics of
Organization and Philosophy. We present excerpts of (1)
her commentary on the section in her 1961 summary
of the Logic from Hegel’s Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences (original in The Raya Dunayevskaya
Collection, #2806); (2) Philosophy and Revolution, ch.
1, “Absolute Negativity as New Beginning,” section B,
“The Science of Logic, or Attitudes to Objectivity”; and
(3) Dunayevskaya’s Feb. 16, 1987, letter to Louis Dupré
(RDC, #11235-36). Parenthetical references are to the
paragraph numbers found in all editions of Hegel’s Encyclopedia Logic. All footnotes are Dunayevskaya’s.

Notes on the Smaller Logic

To me, this chapter on what Hegel calls “Immediate or Intuitive Knowledge” and which is nearly entirely
devoted to Jacobi, is the most important and essentially
totally new as distinguished from the manner in which
Hegel deals with the other schools of thought in his larger
Logic.
The newness comes not from the fact that he does not
criticize Jacobi (and Fichte and Schelling), as devastatingly in the Larger Logic, but in the sense that he has
made a category out of it by devoting a chapter and by
making that chapter occur when, to the ordinary mind, it
would have appeared that from Kant he should have gone
to his own dialectical philosophy.
Hegel is telling us that one doesn’t necessarily
go directly to a higher stage, but may suddenly face
a throwback to a former stage of philosophy, which
thereby is utterly “reactionary” (that’s his word, reactionary).
The first critique of Jacobi’s philosophy is the analysis that even faith must be proved….
You may recall (those of you who were with us when
we split from Johnson [C.L.R. James]) that we used this
attitude as the thorough embodiment of Johnsonism [as
seen in] the series of letters he issued on the fact that
we must “break with the old” and stick only to the “new”
without ever specifying what is old and what is new, either in a class context or even in an immediate historic
frame.
This is what Hegel calls “exclusion of mediation,”
and he rises to his highest height in his critique of Jacobi
when he states: “Its distinctive doctrine is that immediate knowledge alone, to the total exclusion of mediation,
can possess a content which is true” (¶65). He further expands this thought (¶71):
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exaggerated into a fact of the consciousness of all,
and even passed off for the very nature of the mind.

A few paragraphs later (¶76) is where Hegel uses the
term “reactionary”—“reactionary nature of the school of
Jacobi. His doctrine is a return to the modern starting
point of the metaphysics in the Cartesian Philosophy.”
You must remember that Hegel praises Descartes as the
starting point of philosophy, and even shows a justification for any metaphysical points in it just because it had
broken new ground. But what he cannot forgive is that
in his own period, after we had already reached Kantian
philosophy, one should turn backward:
The modern doctrine on the one hand makes no
change in the Cartesian method of the usual scientific knowledge, and conducts on the same plan
the experimental and finite sciences that have
sprung from it. But, on the other hand, when it
comes to the science which has infinity for its
scope, it throws aside the method, and thus, as
it knows no other, it rejects all methods. It abandons itself to the control of a wild, capricious and
fantastic dogmatism, to a moral priggishness
and pride of feeling, or to an excessive opining
and reasoning which is loudest against philosophy and philosophic themes. Philosophy of course
tolerates no mere assertions, or conceits, or arbitrary fluctuations of inference to and fro (¶77).

which Hegel created no fewer than three chapters
devoted to “Attitudes of Thought Towards the Objective World.”
The Third Attitude to Objectivity, far from signifying any sort of “synthesis,” signals a dismemberment.
There is a forward movement from the First Attitude,
which covers all pre-Kantian thought—simple faith, the
old metaphysics, abstract understanding, scholasticism,
and dogmatism—to the Second Attitude, devoted both to
Empiricism and Kantianism.
Instead of an uninterrupted forward movement from
Empiricism and the Critical Philosophy to the Hegelian
Dialectic, Hegel traces a retrogression into Intuition, “the
school of Jacobi which rejects all methods” (¶77). Nothing
appears more incomprehensible to Hegel than absence of
method. So deep are the roots of Hegelian thought in the
objective world that nothing so enrages him as intuition
gone “wild.” It is this, he maintains, which forced Jacobi
to return to the “dogmatic metaphysic of the past from
which we started.” In that, its “reactionary Nature” (¶76)
was disclosed.
This retrogressive step is seen in the fact that Jacobi
has reduced “mediation to the immediate, the intuitive”
with “its passwords, ‘Either-Or’” (¶66). Hegel draws a
sharp line between such reductionism and his own Doctrine of Essence, which he considers wholly “a discussion
of the intrinsically self-affirming unity of immediacy and
mediation.”
The sensitive reader can hear Hegel’s anger rising to a crescendo at the “one-sidedness”
of the Intuitionalists, whom he sees reducing
Truth itself from something arising from the
“nature of the content” to pure subjectivism….
In short, the trap that awaits all who fail to
grapple with what transforms philosophy into a
science, how it all emerges from actuality—the historic process—is that of the transformation of the
personal consciousness “into a fact of consciousness
of all and even passed off for the very nature of the
mind.”2


Letter to Louis Dupré

[In a Dec. 8, 1986, letter on the same subject
to George Armstrong Kelly (RDC, #11223-24), Dunayevskaya had begun:
Despite the acknowledged gulf between us on
the Absolute Method, may I discuss with you (and
may I hope for a comment from you?) my latest self“Murió la verdad” (truth has died), etching by Francisco Goya circa 1810-20, part
critique on Organization? On that question I also
of his “Disasters of War” series. (Trustees of the British Museum, CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)
see Hegel in a new way.
That is to say, the dialectical relationship of principles (in this case the Christian doctrine) and the organization (the Church) are analyzed as if they were inseparables. All this occurs, not in the context of a philosophy
of religion so much as in the context of the great dividing
line between himself and all other philosophers that he
initiated with the Phenomenology of Mind, on the relationTo comprehend fully the movement of “pure thought,”
ship of objectivity/subjectivity, immediacy/mediation,
we must see why Hegel singled out Jacobi. He did so first
particular/universal, history and the “Eternal.” This adin his Observations on Being, and then, more than a dedition to the Logic—the Third Attitude to Objectivity—I
cade later, devoted the entire Third Attitude to Objectivsee in a totally new way.]
ity to Jacobi’s Intuitionalism. Obviously, though in 1812
I can’t hide the fact that I’m enamored with that earhe had referred to Jacobi’s views as “perhaps already
The one-sidedness of the intuitional school has
ly section of the Encyclopedia outline of Logic, because it
forgotten,”1 by 1827 he had decided that such an attitude
was written after Hegel had already developed Absolute
certain characteristics attending upon it, which
to objectivity would always recur when, in the process of
Knowledge, Absolute Idea, Absolute Method.
we shall proceed to point out in their main feabattling contradiction, the Subject becomes impatient
In a word, by no accident, History makes its preswith the seemingly endless stages of negation it must suftures, now that we have discussed the fundamenence felt not only before but after the Absolutes have been
fer through, and therefore, instead, slides backward into
tal principle. The first of those corollaries is as
dialectically worked out both in the Phenomenology and in
Intuition.
follows. Since the criterion of truth is found, not
the Science of Logic, as well as in anticipation that he is
Because nothing is more cogent for the impain the character of the content, but in the fact of
finally ready to trace the dialectic flow in the Philosophy of
tient ones of our day than the Third Attitude to Obconsciousness, all alleged truth has no other basis
Nature and the Philosophy of Mind. Indeed, that, to me,
jectivity,
we
will
here
turn
to
the
Smaller
Logic,
in
than subjective knowledge, and the assertion that
is what made possible the very form of compreswe discover a certain fact in our consciousness.
1. The Science of Logic by G.W.F. Hegel (Macmillan, 1951), Vol.
sion of those innumerable polemical observations
I, p. 107.
What we discover in our own consciousness is thus
on other philosophers and philosophies into just
three attitudes to objectivity.
Though an atheist, I’ve never gone in for joining a
“society” of atheists; to me that is only one more form of
godliness without God. Put differently, my passion for
Hegel’s category of the Third Attitude to Objectivity was
not merely due to the fact that it was directed against
Marxism and Freedom dialectically presents history and theory as emanating from the
those who place faith above philosophy, the Intuitionalmovement from practice, re-establishing the American and world humanist roots of Marxism.
ists. Rather, the attraction for me continues to be the Dia“Cooperation is in itself a productive power, the power of social labor. Under capitalistic
lectic.
control....Its function is confined to the production of value. It cannot release its new, social,
Far from expressing a sequence of never-endhuman energies so long as the old mode of production continues.”
ing progression, the Hegelian dialectic lets retrogression appear as translucent as progression and,
Philosophy and Revolution shows the integrality of philosophy and
indeed, makes it very nearly inevitable if one ever
revolution as characteristic of the age, tracing it through historically, and shows
tries to escape regression by mere faith.
that Marx’s philosophy of liberation merges the dialectics of elemental revolt and its Reason.
Here again, history enters, this time to let Hegel create varying views of Intuitionalism, depending on which
“The days are long since past when these voices from below could be treated, at best,
historic period is at issue. Intuitionalism is “progresas mere sources of theory. The movement from practice which is itself a form of theory
sive” in the period of Descartes because then empiricism
demands a totally new relationship of theory to practice.”
opened the doors wide to science. On the other hand, it
became regressive in the period of Jacobi.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
[At this point in the letter to Kelly, Dunayevskaya
Philosophy of Revolution discovered a trail to the 1980s in Marx’s “new moments”
wrote: It is here that I saw a different concept of Organion new paths to revolution, on new concepts of man/woman relations, and on philosophy of
zation when it comes to the Church than in all of Hegel’s
revolution as inseparable from organization.
many oppositions to the clergy’s dominance in academia.
Do please follow my strange journeys that I identify as
“What became as translucent...was Marx’s concept of permanent revolution. This made
continued on p. 5
clear, at one and the same time, how very deep must be the uprooting of class society and
how broad the view of the forces of revolution.”
2. See chapter 5, “The Thought of Mao Zedong,” where I try to


The Science of Logic, or
Attitudes to Objectivity

Read Raya Dunayevskaya’s Marxist-Humanist
trilogy of revolution for yourself

show how this applies to our age.
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Prisoner strikes and struggles through Marxist-Humanist lens
Below we print talks by Faruq and Urszula
Wislanka given to the San Francisco Bay Area Local
of News and Letters Committees as a retrospective/perspective on our involvement in prison issues. It was given to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the historic
prison hunger strikes that ended California’s permanent solitary confinement. Faruq, a Marxist-Humanist
correspondent for many years, participated in these
events. Urszula has been a prisoner rights activist for
decades and is an editor and founder of The Fire Inside.

Historic hunger strikes: 10 years after

Faruq: The historic hunger strikes at Pelican Bay,
which started 10 years ago, accomplished the end of the
use of indefinite solitary confinement. Nobody thought
that far ahead, nobody imagined that we would win.
California was globally infamous for its widespread use of
solitary confinement, which is torture. A remarkable few
demonstrated how much heart they had in starting and
sustaining the hunger strikes for 60+ days. Then we made
a stand and mustered the courage to go against the tide.
In our conditions then, there was no future, no possibility
of ever getting out.
When the news reported 30,000 prisoners joined the
strike, we didn’t feel isolated anymore. It was like the
miners trapped in a mine cave in Chile, who expected to
die but got a message that broke through that they would
be rescued. It takes heart to make change, but you have to
accept consequences for what you must do.

RADICALNESS OF CROSS-RACIAL SOLIDARITY

Suddenly everybody was able to see “all of us or none.”
My heart goes out to Todd Ashker, who is still paying for
crossing the racial line. Our cross-racial solidarity took
aim at the practice of falsely and perpetually “validating”
us as gang members. That solidarity took aim at the way
some prisoners lost any self-respect by falling prey to the
prison making snitching, or naming a fellow prisoner as
a gang member, the only way to get out of the security
housing unit (SHU).
Our demand, to be “Validated as Human,”
speaks to every movement now challenging the
degradation of the human being under capitalism.
In the SHU you’re in a situation that without the
guy next door you might not exist. I heard a guy crying, I hollered for him. You have to say “Man down. He
can’t breathe!” or no one will come for a long time. He
had a busted gall bladder. He was surprised at what I
did and thanked me. He thought that because I’m Black I
wouldn’t care. Our reaching toward the Other comes from
a place where we’re not asking for something in return,
but in hopes that the other person won’t allow racism to
prevent him from beginning anew with what it means to
be human. What kept me going for so long was a forlorn
hope. I had read in the POW Journal written by a captured Black Liberation Army member and other underground journals the importance of literature, specifically
the historic legacy of a people wanting to be free, which is
predicated on the need to go beyond political democracy
to really engage the idea of self-determination. Choices
outside of prison aren’t deep enough.
Karl Marx comes alive when you try to understand
what it means to be human. Capitalism’s anti-human
direction can undermine the significance of a moment
of human solidarity. That’s why we have to hold true to
the Idea. The victory of coming out of the SHU was so

WRITINGS OF RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
continued from p. 4

unexpected, so sudden, that it took the wind out of my
sails. When I walked out of SHU, that was a tremendous
release. Outside now, I see a new level to the prevailing
falsehoods we were fighting then. Outside we pretend we
really have choices.
I see, even among fellow ex-prisoners, how
self-interest takes over again. How can they fall
into gaining some privileges at the cost of other
fellow human beings? That’s how capitalism seeps
into every crevice of our lives. To live, one has to
compromise. The SHU compelled me to excavate
Marx’s philosophy. Marx gave me insight into
the dynamics of human relations that shapes his
humanism. The struggle of labor against capital
is the struggle against the anti-human isolation of
individuals. I see every day, on the street, the deadly
effects of that isolation in the people capitalism has
discarded.
We have to keep alive the high
point in that moment of human solidarity from 10 years ago. To keep
alive the very Idea of social humanity demanding to be “Validated as
Human” in Marx’s sense of being
free, not only politically, but in our
everyday life activity. That last sentence is the most essential to define
concretely. Marx warned us that all
human relations are based on abstractions.

academic debate for women prisoners, but an urgent,
practical matter. In the very first issue of the publication of the California Coalition for Women Prisoners, The
Fire Inside (FI) in June 1996, Charisse “Happy” Shumate
asked: “Have they forgot we are human?” For her, being
human meant becoming a “we” person, focused not so
much on getting herself (“I”) out of prison, but fighting so
no one (“we”) would have to suffer what she went through.
Shumate became the lead plaintiff and the face of a class
action law suit that put California’s women’s prisons on
trial for medical neglect and abuse (Shumate v. Wilson).
After viewing depositions from various women
prisoners, the prison bureaucracy settled for a few
reforms rather than face an open public judgment
of the depth of their barbarous inhumanity which
would have come out in court proceedings.
Prisons, and the whole legal realm, are predicated on
the false idea of an isolated individual. A crime is prosecuted in the name of an abstraction, namely “society,” in ways that
are plainly unjust. “Removal from
society” is supposed to be the punishment. Setting aside the fact that
many guards view their job as administering punishments, the very
fact of isolation, of having one’s social ties broken, compels many prisoners to consciously recreate their
social connections with others, beginning with other prisoners. Shu
mate’s “we” was not opposed to the
Listening to women prisoners
individual, but a conscious reassertion of a social individual who recwith Marxist-Humanist ‘ears’
ognizes themselves as such.
Urszula: Dostoevsky’s adage,
This new sense of “we” comes
“the degree of civilization in a sofrom an opposition to the prisons’
ciety can be judged by entering its
attempts to break you, to destroy
prisons,” is by now a truism. The
Includes Faruq’s reports on the
your sense of self. Women recreate
most brutal environment in today’s
historic 2011 hunger strikes against
themselves through their relations
society is a prison. Further, it is now
indeterminate solitary confinement.
with other prisoners.
well documented that race is a huge
To order, see p. 7
Some of the most transformafactor in who is sent to prison, for
tive moments I witnessed were of
how long, and into what conditions.
women prisoners who got feedback
Gender affords another inon their stories after they were published in FI. In that
sight into the ills, not just of the prison system, but
first issue of FI, Linda Fields told about her friend, Anna,
the whole society. Women prisoners’ experience,
who died of medical abuse and neglect in prison. The
and their reflection on it, offers a unique perspecfeedback from that story helped transform her from a detive on the critical questions we are all facing.
feated, mourning person, to an advocate for others. ChaI have had the privilege of speaking directly with
risse Shumate discovered, in a domestic violence self-help
prisoners during the last several decades, and now for
group, that she was not alone. Hearing others’ stories so
over 25 years with women prisoners. I heard them articsimilar to her own transformed her from an individual
ulate the most profound, philosophical concepts as they
isolated by her abuser to a fighter for all prisoners.
spoke concretely of their experience. The injustices dealt
This process of redefining ourselves is crucial
specifically to women are legion: survivors of domestic
for the whole society. It means questioning the very
abuse are notoriously treated as criminals for daring to
essence of who we are as human beings. The strugdefend themselves and their children; victims of the “war
gle for recognition of that essence never ends. Solion drugs” with its “snitch” laws, mean in practice the man
darity is one expression of the opposition to that
caught with drugs can get a lighter sentence by snitching
myth of the isolated individual.
on others, while women who might know nothing about
the drugs, get the full brunt of “the law”; women who seek
“No one gets free alone” is the theme of the 25th anmedical assistance for a miscarriage are more and more
niversary issue of FI, with a memorial to Charisse Shuoften charged and convicted of murder. That’s just the tip
mate. Our celebration of that anniversary underscores
of an iceberg.
the persistence of the recreation of our relationships with
others as the path to redefining our essence and overcomWHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HUMAN?
ing existing barriers to freedom.
A common thread in my conversations has been the
As women prisoners have demonstrated over the
question, “What does it mean to be human?” It is not an
years, their conscious recreation of their connections to
others was at the heart of their own transformation as
human beings, a discovery of what is the human essence.
That search for the human essence is not limited to
fact there is a knowledge which advances neither by unprisoners, but an insight for all. Entering prisons, as
mixed immediacy nor unmixed mediation, we can point
Dostoevsky advised, along with the added dimension of
to the example of the Logic and the whole of philosophy.”
gender, provides a new perspective on how to gauge a
In a word, we’re back at the Dialectic, and it’s only
society. As Marx said in 1844, in “Private Property and
after that (¶76) that Hegel uses the word reactionary3 in
Communism”:
relationship to the whole Intuitional school, that is, to the
The direct, natural, and necessary relation of
historic period of “The Recent German Philosophy”: “Phiperson to person is the relation of man to womlosophy of course tolerates no mere assertions or conceits,
an. ... In this relationship, therefore, is sensuousand checks the free play of argumentative see-saw” (¶77).
ly manifested, reduced to an observable fact, the
Freedom and Revolution (the latter word I “borextent to which the human essence has become
rowed” from Hegel’s very first sentence on “Recent Gernature to [humankind], or to which nature to
man Philosophy” in his History of Philosophy) will hew
[them] has become the human essence .... From
out a new path.
this relationship one can therefore judge
In this I see the dialectic flow in the “Third At[humanity]’s whole level of development.
titude to Objectivity” from a critique of the onesidedness of the Intuitionalists to organizational
Marx poses this measure to warn against perspecresponsibility for the “self-determination of the
tives for the future that limit the fight against alienIdea”—as “I” would call it, thus committing the
ation—which defines capitalist society—to achieving
great theft of Hegel’s original category.
collective property or communism. The human essence
It is this same “self-determination of the Idea” with
for Marx is the multidimensional drive humans have to
which I see Marx4 shouting down determinists and vulgar
freely determine their life activity and to mutually recogmaterialists—those post-Marx Marxists, beginning with
nize each other’s freedom to do so. That freedom idea is
Engels—as he develops “revolution in permanence.”
the absolute opposite to the alienated activity of isolated
Despite your rejection of my interpretation of “revoluindividuals as they sell their ability to labor, their life action in permanence,” may I hope to hear your comments
tivity, to the capitalist.
on “Third Attitude to Objectivity”? Why has academia
Marxist-Humanists begin from a concept of human
made so few serious commentaries on this section of the
essence as free life activity. That perspective, in all its
Logic?
dimensions, needs to come fully forward. This humanism
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the self-determination of the Idea.
The Third Attitude begins (¶61) with a critique of
Kant, whose universality was abstract so that Reason appeared hardly more than a conclusion with “the categories left out of account.” Equally wrong, Hegel continues,
is the “extreme theory on the opposite side, which holds
thought to be an act of the particular only, and on that
ground declares it incapable of apprehending the Truth.”
In praising Descartes, Hegel points not only to the
fact that empiricism opened the door to science, but that
Descartes clearly knew that his famous “Cogito ergo sum”
wasn’t a syllogism, simply because it had the word “therefore” in it. This becomes important because Hegel’s critique could then be directed against the one-sidedness of
Intuitionalists, for equating mind to mere consciousness,
and thus “what I discover in my consciousness is thus
exaggerated into a fact of consciousness of all, and even
passed off for the very nature of mind” (¶71). That too is
by no means the whole of the critique. What excited me
most about this attitude to objectivity is the manner in which Hegel brings in Organization.]
As early as ¶63 Hegel had lashed out against Jacobi’s
faith, in contrast to Faith: “The two things are radically
distinct. Firstly, the Christian faith comprises in it an authority of the Church; but the faith of Jacobi’s philosophy
has no other authority than that of personal revelation.”
As we see, Hegel has now equated Organization to
Principle, Doctrine: “And, secondly, the Christian faith is
a copious body of objective truth, a system of knowledge
and doctrine; while the scope of the philosophic faith is so
utterly indefinite, that, while it has room for faith of the
Christian, it equally admits belief in the divinity of the
Dalai Lama, the ox, or the monkey. . . .”
Hegel proceeds (¶75): “And to show that in point of

3. The German original has no such word, and in general that
1892 Wallace translation is altogether too loose. I cannot for
the life of me understand why a 1975 English publication would
still use that translation. I’m in correspondence with A.V. Miller
on this subject [RDC #11239]….
4. People may die, but ideas don’t. I keep up communication
with a number of people, and none more so than Hegel and
Marx.

is the unifying thread in various movements. The concept
of human essence is not as fixed or given, but is a selfdeveloping, self-creating idea, that not only captures the
meaning of women prisoners’ experience (or any movements’ participants), but, to paraphrase Franz Fanon, is
for us to be able to finally create a society fit for human
beings.
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ABORTION BANS vs.
WOMEN AND FREEDOM

How many women are going to die or
be traumatized by botched, back-alley or
coat hanger abortions? What trauma will
be forced on women who have been raped?
What is going to happen to children when
women will be forced to birth more and no
one is willing to care for them? How will
mothers handle being forced to carry severely deformed or severely ill fetuses only
to have them die at birth? This is not “prolife.” It is pro-death and pro-misery. L.S.
Detroit
***
This will not stop
women from having
abortions. It just makes
abortions dangerous.
What do they do to the
man who participated
in the pregnancy?
L.G.
Midwest
***
Our side must fight
harder because this is awful
and it will reach way beyond reproductive
rights sooner than anyone thinks. This is
straight out creeping fascism.
S.S.
Michigan
***
The editorial “Attack on abortion
harms democracy” (Jan.-Feb. 2022 N&L)
was viscerally angry. I am pro-abortion
but I’m alarmed at labeling two of
Trump’s Supreme Court picks as sexual
predators. I have hope in Kavanaugh and
Thomas that the madness that made sex
a crime will end, because they have experience of being falsely accused by angry women whose only goal is to oppress
men. Incarceration is a far greater injury
than sex—even if the sex is unwanted, it
is still only sex. The author does not really hate oppression, she only hates being
oppressed. She is willing to oppress men,
as evident by labeling Thomas and Kavanaugh “sexual predators.” I hope sex will
begin to be decriminalized.
Prisoner
Calipatria, Calif.
***
The author responds: The Calipatria
reader gives himself away when writing
that “even if sex is unwanted, it is still only
sex.” No, it’s rape, it’s assault, and it’s illegal. He wants rape decriminalized. He
is also wrong about me: I do hate oppression and I hate being oppressed. And I’m

READERS’VIEWS

not alone. I hope this reactionary Supreme
Court will find out very soon how unalone
I am. —Terry Moon
***
With the overturning of Roe v. Wade,
we remember how Republicans despise
women. Remember when Missouri Republican Todd Akin famously opined: “If it’s a
legitimate rape, the female body has ways
to try to shut that whole thing down.” To
Akin, women either lie—an “illegitimate”
rape—or they can’t get pregnant even if
actually raped. Either way, the woman is
a liar. Or the spite from Rick Santorum’s
mega-donor Foster Friess’ idiot statement
that “[B]ack in my days, they used Bayer
aspirin for contraception. The gals put it
between their knees...” But it turns out
that aspirin is too much contraceptive for
a fanatic like Santorum, who was quoted
saying contraception is “not okay because
it’s a license to do things in the sexual
realm that is counter to how things are
supposed to be.” Evidently to these guys,
women become pregnant all by themselves.
Women’s Liberationist
Chicago
***
The leaked Supreme Court decision
left me gutted. I began to think about the
right-wingers founding their opposition to
abortion on the concept of the fetus as person. They define personhood however they
want. Not so long ago, Black men were
defined as “three fifths of a man.” Not to
mention that now “personhood” doesn’t
extend to a pregnant woman.
Community activist
Detroit
***
Those of us who saw the consequences
of unsafe abortion procedures KNOW the
Supreme Court bowing to the GOP NO
LONGER fosters the rule of law, rather
the rule of fascism.
S.R.
Michigan
***
Reduced abortion access equals higher maternal and infant mortality. It’s typical of states denying women full reproductive care to also have poor social services
and much racism, classism and sexism. In

ANTI-WAR, PRO-DEMOCRACY VOICES FROM RUSSIA

I protested in Moscow on April 30
for the freedom of political prisoners and
against repression, aggressive wars, annexations and deportations. Seeing the
success in Ukraine’s fight against the
defrosted Mordor, some countries are beginning to help. Ukrainians gained some
rights thanks to their achievements in
defense, cohesion and rapid self-organization. They won the right to report the
West because help comes too slowly, and
is never enough. For the fact that some
are secretly cooperating with the Kremlin for gas supplies. Germany and France
have proven wanting in these matters,
but now express an intention to improve.
And the U.S. was vacillating before finally deciding on real support. Now everyone wants to at least look like friends
of Ukraine.
After the “resolution of the Ukrainian question,” the “European question”
will inevitably be at stake. The Orcs are
killing us, shelling Kyiv in connection
with the UN Secretary-General’s visit.
They fire guns from trucks into Kharkiv
and Odesa. They refuse to give a humanitarian corridor to Mariupol civilians.
Will this barbarism end by May 9,
an important date for the Kremlin? They
may create a #victory_parade over a fictional fascism in Ukraine, Europe and
the U.S. For this, they are ready to sacrifice the lives of soldiers and “civilians”
everywhere and in any quantity. Especially since half of the Russian population approves it without hesitation. We
held a flash mob on this topic, within the
framework of #strategy_30. We warmly
congratulate Crimean Tatar and activist
prisoner of conscience of Crimean Solidarity #Nariman_Jelyal on his birthday
and wish him a day with his family and
friends, already in the free world.
Bellingcat news says: “Russian sol-

diers, beware! If you commit a war crime,
the world will know and you will be punished. Bellingcat will do its best to identify all participants in attacks on the civilian population of Ukraine. We remind
you that war crimes have no statute of
limitations.” Glory to Ukraine.
Vera
Moscow
***
On April 2, picketers in the city of
Murino talked about Russia’s war crimes
in Ukraine, and the reasons why the war
became possible. Among them is the hypocrisy formed under the influence of a
corrupt propaganda society, and the authoritarian monopoly of information resources and the suppression of freedom
of speech. A main reason is the fear of repression instilled in people and transmitted from generation to generation. Passersby’s reactions ranged from support to
curses, with the accompanying citation
of the entire zombie-speaking agenda.
A man talked about his father, who survived the hell of World War II in Stalingrad as a child, and now is in the same
situation in Kyiv under Russian shelling.
Olga
Murino, Russia
***
On April 18, we held a second action
in Murino in support of the Crimean Tatars. Despite massive repression against
them since Russia’s annexation in 2014,
they continue to resist. They also moved
to new temporarily occupied territories
in the Kherson region of Ukraine. Our
action was stopped by the police. They
could not find a reason for detention,
so they fabricated the protocols on the
street, claiming that “Nazis are in power
in Ukraine.” This Putinism is the same
on every level of the state. The occupiers
will suffer defeat in Ukraine.
Vlad
Murino, Russia

light of more mass shootings, states with
no or little gun control don’t seem truly
“pro-life” to me either. Merci to Canada
for abortion and other reproductive care
rights and access, and for real gun control.
I feel blessed to have gotten my abortion
when it was safe and legal.
Kathleen
Nova Scotia
***
Wealthy women will travel, poor women will die.
C.L.
New Jersey
***
I don’t agree with abortion, but who
is going to take good care of all these kids?
No one is doing it now. There are kids on
the street with nowhere to go, kids dying
because they have no food, so they have
to commit crimes just to live. Who really
cares? What will happen to the women
when they have a baby they don’t want or
can’t take care of? To prison they go, and
what help do they get? No one should be
allowed to tell a woman what to do with
her body.
Prisoner
Charleston, Mo.
***
Texas governor Greg Abbott, what
a mensch! Not only has he made access
to abortion almost impossible, he’s also
enabled rapists and batterers to turn in
women who try to get one as well as those
who would help her. When he signed
the bill, he crowed that it “ensures that
the life of every unborn child who has a
heartbeat will be saved from the ravages
of abortion.” Oh, how much he must love
children. Oh, wait! This is the same guy
who now wants to deny undocumented
migrant children access to public education. Does he thinks fetuses carried by
migrants are also “unborn children” since
he doesn’t give a damn about them once
born?
Feminist
Chicago

•

PATRIARCHY ATTACKED

I was really excited by Mich. State
Senator Mallory McMorrow’s speech, calling out State Senator Lana Theis’s attack
on her. In a campaign speech Theis accused
McMorrow of “grooming children [for use
in pornography] and sexualizing kindergarteners.” This is mouthing QAnon crap.
The video of McMorrow’s speech had 14.7
million views. She was saying that people
like her—“a straight, white Christian
suburban mom”—need to not let these attacks pass. That it’s “absolute nonsense”
that children learning about Black history will feel hate or if white that they are
hated. LGBTQ+ children commit suicide
at four times the average rate. This has
got to stop.
Feminist
Detroit
***
The article “Beijing sham Olympic
opening ceremony” (March-April N&L)
is right on! The “family” theme is highly
suspect. China’s government is not a proponent of diversity in their vision of family
or country. Which makes especially nauseating China’s use of a Uyghur to light the
Olympic flame.
For freedom!
Halifax
***
Josh Hawley
aims to narrowly
define what men
and women are,
by claiming that
men are under
terrible
attack
by the Left (read
Democrats):
“They [the Left]
want to define the traditional masculine
virtues—things like courage, and independence, and assertiveness—as a danger
to society.” While he claims that he is “not
here...to tell you that men are victims,”
he just can’t help himself: “Still—can we
be surprised that after years of being told
they are the problem, that their manhood
is the problem, more and more men are
withdrawing into the enclave of idleness,
and pornography, and video games?” Wow,
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you just have to laugh. You can just see
some little kid who gets caught being bad
wailing: “It’s not my fault, the feminists
made me do it!”
Maggie Soleil
Kauai, Hawaii

•

PUTIN’S BRUTAL WAR

“Putin’s brutal war in Ukraine puts
the future of humanity in doubt” (MarchApril 2022 N&L) is deeply critical of Putin, while staying on the side of the peoples from Russia and Ukraine. It is from
there that new moments can be born. I
would project this criticism to Ukraine’s
government, which has to appear as one
with the masses, but the seed of capitalist contradictions also lies there. The U.S.
has done for decades in the Middle East
what Putin is doing now with Ukraine,
with no evident signs of World War III in
the air. It is precisely now the intervention of the U.S. and its Western allies–as
if saying, “Nobody can invade other countries but me”—which casts the clouds of
a new global onslaught. We on the Western side are also on the target of political,
economic, and if needed armed intervention as part of world war “policies.” Harsh
times are in front of humanity, but also a
very revolutionary solidarity can be born
from this.
Héctor
Mexico
***
The long decades
of intense rivalry between the U.S. and
Russia have created
the political “soil”
that has given rise
to so much anger and
fear. From the deadly
nuclear arms race,
the constant terror of
possible nuclear war
has poisoned the spirit of the entire world,
creating lasting harm to the human race.
The only solution to the war in Ukraine
and the danger of future wars lies with the
U.S., Russia, and the whole world community realizing that all nations must find a
path towards working together.
Rama Kumar
Fairfax, Calif.
***
The defenders of Mariupol will go
down in history as heroes, mentioned in
the same breath as the heroes of Aleppo.
I will never forget the expressions on the
faces of the children who were trapped in
the steel plant, as Russian “bunker buster” bombs came down on them. If Trump
had won the election, he would have believed everything Putin told him and done
nothing to help Ukraine. Remember, he
blames Ukraine for his first impeachment. There would be protests in the good
old USA against this turn of events, which
Trump would use as an excuse to invite
Russian soldiers to “restore order.” While
this may seem extreme, it cannot be discounted. While the war in Ukraine is distant from us in geographic terms, it really
isn’t that far away.
Curtis
Battle Creek, Mich.
***
“Putin’s brutal war in Ukraine puts
the future of humanity in doubt” describes
the resistance within Russia, showing it
is more than even the impressive multidimensional and massive street protests.
Raya Dunayevskaya often said that when
different rulers start wars, their real enemy is at home. The compassion shown for
Ukrainian and Russian people, listening
to them, is very important; not using their
experiences just to get to an analysis.
Especially important is the analysis by
Russian socialists: “Putin’s defeat would
give Russia a future.” The article places
Putin in the context of a failing capitalism and the scramble to forge tighter relations with China, against the U.S. It also
refuses to make the false dichotomy between nationalism and revolution, again
by listening to the people involved. The
frightening unifying of economic and war
policies—“a threat to life”—is shown to
be defeated only by “permanent revolution, which does not stop at national selfdetermination and political freedom, but
reaches for a society where people are not
alienated from their lives, especially their
labor.”
Subscriber
Michigan
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PHILOSOPHY vs. CAPITALISM

Toward the end of From the Writings
of Raya Dunayevskaya (March-April 2022
N&L) she spoke of Marx’s legacy as “no
mere heirloom, but a live body of ideas
and perspectives that is in need of concretization.” The talk focused on Marx’s humanism in relation to Engels, Lenin and
Luxemburg, who strove to make Marx’s
legacy alive for their time, and why they
were “philosophically” wanting, though
they were all great revolutionaries. For
Dunayevskaya, Marx’s philosophy of permanent revolution was central. Her talk
was given to her Marxist-Humanist colleagues, challenging us on how to practice
Marx’s humanism for our time. It remains
very much alive as a challenge to all those
who want to end capitalist domination in
all its forms and recreate our societies on
revolutionary new beginnings.
Eugene Walker
Mexico
***
Regarding the interview with Melda Yaman of Turkey (March-April 2022
N&L), it’s wonderful to have Dunayevskaya’s work, especially Rosa Luxemburg,
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, in the Muslim world. I
saw a massive demonstration of Afghan
women without COVID masks on the
news. That takes phenomenal courage
since they can be
recognized by the
agents of the repressive Taliban regime.
What sparked it was
the closing of Afghan
girls’ high schools. I
was a Northern kid
who felt like I was
going to war in the
South in the civil
rights movement. I’m sure they feel the
same.
Susan Van Gelder
Detroit
***
The book bannings show that the
Grand Inquisitor abides. I believe there
will be a mass reaction against this. To be
human is to have a hunger for knowledge,
open forums, and different ways of knowing.
Paul Geist
New York

•

EDUCATION FOR WHAT?

It is a measure of how much
fundamentalist theocrats across the
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country have grasped for total control of
the schools that it is cause for celebration
when a couple of laws with malicious
intent get blocked. The Kansas House
on April 26 failed to override the veto by
Gov. Kelly of the “Parents’ Bill of Rights”
that would have allowed any parent
to demand removal of any item that a
teacher planned for their child. This
was a state once called “Bloody Kansas”
when abolitionists countered pro-slavery
mobs from Missouri before the Civil War.
But now, with white supremacy made so
mainstream in Trump’s party, parents
may object to anti-slavery figures like
John Brown being fairly treated.
Truck driver
Kansas City
***
Re:
“Authoritarian
attacks
on
teachers”
(March-April
2022
N&L):
The North Scott
School District in Eldridge, Iowa, wants to
put CAMERAS in classrooms.
Jason
Michigan
***
The attack on Critical Race Theory
is simultaneously an attack on critical
thinking, which is as close as bourgeois intellectuals get to dialectics. The idea that
a teacher could only teach what was prepared a year ahead of time is ludicrous.
One child’s question with a good teacher
could alter several lessons. They want
school to be an educated-child stamping
factory. The whole question of “education
for what?” is crucial. In Freedom Summer
1964, white kids from the North thought
they were going to register people to vote.
But the people there said—you want us to
vote? Teach us to read. The organizers did
not expect to run freedom schools; it was
in response to the Black sharecroppers
they met who risked everything.
Steve
Detroit
***
“Social and Emotional Learning,” the
reason DeSantis gave for banning math
books, came about because so many high
school age kids were dropping out. Originally the concept allowed classroom time
for discussion of issues raised by teachers and students. The class would form
a Community Circle—kids and teachers
could speak or pass. The teacher could
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halt regular class immediately if concerned about something. It soon became
more regulated with limited time and topics. Now there is no open discussion time
because everything is iPad. Social and
Emotional Learning was designed to give
insight into students—those who never
talked would get special attention. Math
textbooks now incorporate social relationships like how do you figure out equality?
Wonderful authors wrote these creative
books, but schools are going back to the
Spanish Inquisition.
Erica Rae
Lake County, Illinois

•

HOMELESSNESS AND HUMANISM

Faruq’s article, “Homelessness and
the needed humanism” (Jan.-Feb. 2022
N&L), was relevant to me. My next door
bunkie, a right-wing Christian zealot,
was recently, loudly, disparaging San
Francisco and its unique homeless population—he being provoked by his favorite
daily AM talk-radio programs: “40% of
San Francisco residents are leaving because they’re sick of all the homeless!”
I’m well conditioned to tolerate such ignorance/absurdity within prison culture,
but couldn’t not poke him on this particular day. (Blatant hypocrisy—bigotry, classism, veiled racism, etc.—among jailhouse
Christians is just exhausting.) I interrupt:
“Have you ever lived in San Francisco?”
No. “Have you ever met, let alone spoken
with a homeless person in San Francisco?”
No. But they just said on the radio… Of
course he was none the wiser that I was
homeless and living on those very streets
upon my arrest. Alas, and true to form,
my next-door bunkie has actually been the
most ardent supporter of my criminal justice reform advocacy, including this very
publication.
Prisoner
Soledad, Calif.

•

RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION

As in every prison in the U.S., the
right-wing Republican “moral majority”
brand of Christianity is forced down our
throats while religious rights of other minority paths like Humanism, Atheism,
Paganism are discriminated against, suppressed, even punished. Parole is regularly denied unless you proclaim “bornagainness.” Maybe it’s “political suicide”
to mention Christianity and its effect on
capitalism because in America it has been

indoctrinated into everyone. We should
acknowledge this for what it is. Religion
is the weapon of capitalism and must be
fought as vigorously as capitalism itself. 		
Prisoner
New Castle, Ind.

•

VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS

Your newspaper is always the highlight of the day when I receive it. It makes
my time in prison that much more bearable.
Prisoner
Beaumont, Texas
***
N&L challenges the relationships that
are indoctrinated into unsuspecting members of society, teaching us to be suspicious
of these relationships. If we’re already
suspicious of social relationships with established systems, N&L teaches us how. I
wish I’d seen this when I was a youngster
in school with all of my misdirected and
immature energy against the struggle.
I wanted out of the struggle because I
hated the system. Now I want in with the
struggle to
make changes for the
same
reason. There’s
no
bigger
reminder for
me than living on Texas
Death Row.
Prisoner
Livingston, Texas
***
Thank you for sharing this great
newspaper. I learned a great deal about
Marxist-Humanist ideas. I share many of
the same viewpoints as the authors of articles in the paper. I just made parole and I
will follow N&L online from here forward.
Thanks again for the good material and
clever reporting—especially prison issues.
Prisoner
St. Mary’s, W.Va.

TO OUR READERS: Can you
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot
pay for a subscription to N&L? It will
be shared with many others. Prisoners are eligible to continue their free
subscriptions when they first get released, a time when the system tries
to make them forget the struggle.
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Biden complicit in border brutality

President Biden announced that a surge of asylum
specialists will be sent to the border by May 23, and federal agencies like the Border Patrol and the U.S. Customs
and Border Protection should prepare a return to compliance with the laws that regulate immigration.

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
When ‘rehabilitation’
equals slavery

On to slavery in prisons again. Due to a lawsuit over
slavery in Corruptarado’s prisons filed by Maxted Law
and Towards Justice, both firms in Denver, the Department of Corruption, with legal work by the Attorney General Office lawyers, has induced a group of state senators
to create and pass a bill that eliminates slavery. Yes, you
got the information here first.

HOW ONE WORD ‘ELIMINATES’ SLAVERY

So how did the senators do it? And how would anyone
know it would be so easy? By changing one word HB 50
takes the “S” word out and replaces it with “rehabilitation.” So now prisoners will still be required to do all the
work they now do, but it will be ordained for rehabilitation.
Oh, and once instituted, the new law allows
prisons to send prisoners outside the facility to
work for private companies. The companies will
be required to pay minimum wage, but the Department of Corrections (DOC) will get the money and
will decide what to pay the prisoner.
Does this sound a lot like what was done in Shawshank Prison (the movie “Shawshank Redemption”)?
And a double “Oh.” When a worker-prisoner dies, if
the family does not claim the body in five days then the
DOC will take any money in the prisoner’s account and
use it to dispose of the body.
As so many old prisoners are held in Colorado
prisons, I wonder when each prison will install a
crematory on site so bodies can be processed at a
low cost?
Anyway, this is the latest from DOC’s doing all it can to
keep its slave labor.
—Colorado Prisoner

THOUGHTS FROM THE OUTSIDE
Capital’s discarded lives

continued from p. 1
suicide—two in the last week in the San Francisco Bay
Area—because their work-life is unlivable. Nurses and
teachers are both striking repeatedly over their inability
to actually provide adequate care, or teach.
Capital eats up all disposable income. Jamie
Dimon, the CEO of JP Morgan, was asked what it
means to earn $15/hour. He had no clue how little
it actually is. It is not enough to feed a mother with
two or three children.
You see a lot of people using drugs to help them cope.
I saw an older woman, being helped across the street,
looking for pain meds. She is spending money she needs
for rent and food to try to ameliorate her pain. When you
are hurting, you feel there is no escape, you have to suffer,
and the powers-that-be enforce it. You feel that you have
no opportunities. All these people are capital’s “collateral
damage.” People are left to fend for themselves, no one is
helping them.

HISTORY IS ‘THE CRY FOR A NEW HUMANITY’

History is not about a collection of facts, the numbers of homeless, of unemployed, etc. It is a cry for a new
humanity trying to overcome the complete breakdown of
social cohesion. Urban Alchemy is put in the middle as
mediators, a band-aid on the crises capitalism causes.
The city can do nothing more than to throw some money
at the problem. It can’t solve it. But amelioration is not a
solution.
The situation is urgent. Our lives are in peril
every day from climate chaos, from economic
chaos, from impending wars. We can’t continue to
believe that the world is OK, just because we can go
to McDonald’s and get an egg McMuffin.
Human beings are by nature productive creatures.
When you can’t be productive, you can’t be “normal.” Normal should be being among friends, creating, living up to
your potential.

The 1619 Project — an
opening for discussion

The 1619 Project is a collective, ongoing effort to correct the theoretical course of the historical narrative of
the U.S., to steer it true to its origins founded on the labor
of enslaved Africans, the expropriation of Native American land, habitat, language and culture, and the manipulative exploitation of poor whites.

WAITING IN MEXICO IS A CATASTROPHE

A national health emergency declared by Donald
Trump and continued by Biden had temporarily superseded certain statutes so that people seeking asylum in
the U.S. have had to wait in Mexico for an appointment.
Even while other pandemic emergency measures have begun to lift, virtually all Republican members of Congress
and a growing number of Democrats are urging the Biden
Administration to keep breaking the law past May 23.
There is artificial media hysteria that something
catastrophic will happen at the border if the government
follows U.S. law, yet people seeking asylum from murder
and persecution in their home country are not safe waiting in Mexico. They experience catastrophe on a daily
basis. This is happening because of an arbitrary execu-
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HISTORY ATTACKED AS ‘CRITICAL RACE THEORY’

Mexicali, B.C., Mexico: “Dia de los muertos” protest art in solidarity with
migrant workers at the border with Calexico, California. By Hector Silva.

tive order in the U.S. whose public health justification is
flimsy at best (Title 42).
Four-year-old Louvenjuna Elien, from Haiti,
who has been waiting nine months in the border
city of Reynosa with her family, developed a stomach hernia there. Nearby, 61-year-old Juan Mejia
has had enough of being harassed by gangs in his
native Honduras (gangs which were propelled to
power under a 12-year misadventure by U.S.-supported regimes to forestall a land reform and an
increase in wages). Speaking to the Dallas Morning News, he verbalizes the hope against hope of so
many that Title 42 will fall: “We are waiting for God
to tell us they will let us pass.”
Nonprofit organizations which run mobile health
clinics for people like Louvenjuna and Juan testify to the
violence suffered by the people. “We don’t go a day without
dealing with patients who have been kidnapped…women
raped in front of children, fathers taken by gangs for extortion attempts,” said nonprofit worker Brendan Tucker.
Every passing day, the situation in Mexico
grows worse with an added growth of gangs, which
prey on the hostages provided them by the U.S. government.
Many asylum seekers have family members already
living in the U.S. and could simply stay at their homes in
safety while waiting for their court dates. The real human
error of the Biden administration is in not revoking the
Title 42 executive order sooner than a full 16 months into
his term.
—Buddy Bell

VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT
Quality care needed

First, do no harm. That is the wisdom of Hippocrates
and it has served as an archetypal cornerstone in medical
practice since the beginning of time and treatment. But
Hippocrates never had the misfortune of experiencing
healthcare in a Pennsylvania prison. Perhaps the oath
should now read: First, do no healing.
Pennsylvania prisoners are not afforded any
quality care, or otherwise meaningful relief, not
even from aggressive and debilitating conditions.
Not even from the doomed curse of disability. And,
given the evidence, not even from wanton and careless caregivers. And there is no end in sight.
Recently I experienced one of the worst travesties
in the state’s foul history of medical care. For several
months, I have been prescribed a medication to treat a
chronic illness and disability. It has, instead, caused an
array of distress and discomfort. Nor has it prevented or
relieved any of the ailments I’m suffering through.
I informed the on-site practitioner that it would be
wise to discontinue this hazardous drug. It was causing
violent migraines, nosebleeds, and nausea—for months.
In all likelihood the drug was probably rendering extensive and irreparable damage. Then, to my horror, this
barbarian actually said: “Just keep taking the meds.”
I literally just informed him that these meds
were causing an assortment of malice to my body.
And that is his action? Truly, we have entered a
savage and treacherous time when these would-be
professionals—whom we entrust with our safety
and well-being—so callously encourage further
pain and personal disaster. This episode signifies
a larger and potentially more catastrophic plight:
The slow death of quality care.
What would Hippocrates say? And where are all
those noble and soul-stirring decrees when we need them
the most?
To the afflicted, languishing under wretched and
merciless conditions, it is only par for the course.
Hippocrates may have been right. His philosophy
may have been the gold standard in days of old. But here
and now, in this deranged era, the medical professionals
we seek out to ease our pain and cure our maladies all
seem to be serving a different master, worshipping at the
altar of cruelty and sadism.
And, as we all have understood since childhood, there
is no known cure for evil.
—Prisoner, Waynesburg, Penn.

The 18 essays tackle U.S. history from 1619—the date
the first 20 enslaved
Africans
were
brought to Virginia—from multiple
perspectives. Each
essay is grounded in
a wealth of original
sources, scholarly
works, interviews
and oral histories.
Pages with historical events, photographs of ordinary
African-Americans
and poetry surround each essay,
adding a human
touch and dramatic
quality to this epic
400-year tale of
American history.
It was at once attacked as “Critical Race Theory” and faced attempts to
ban it from schools. Ironically, the bans greatly enlarged
its readership.
Although every essay reveals historical facts,
more important, previously unrecognized connections are brought out. In “Sugar,” Kahlil Gibran
Muhammad describes Louisiana sugar cane production as the “white gold” which yielded more
profit—and killed more enslaved workers—than
either cotton or tobacco. Its brutality increased
with the arrival of white planters escaping the Haitian Revolution.1 Today it impacts unhealthy diets.
“One of the great ironies,” Muhammad writes, is
that “the enslaved created an industry…[which]
has taken its greatest toll on Black communities.”
“Race,” by Dorothy Roberts, presents laws like the
Second Amendment, designed to quell slave rebellions and
interracial sex. “The laws that invented race also created
a regime intent on policing Black women’s sexuality and
controlling Black women’s bodies….” Although she traces
this oppression—and resistance, like Black women’s contribution of “reproductive justice” to feminism’s battle for
abortion rights—surprisingly, she does not mention the
massive Black Lives Matter movement, founded by Black
Lesbian and Queer radical women in 2013.

WHAT ARE HIGH POINTS OF U.S. LABOR?

Matthew Desmond’s essay “Capitalism”—actually
American labor history—notes, “Rare…movements of
multiracial solidarity” but sees them as “a glimpse of
what might have been.” Unlike Karl Marx, who observed
that “Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white skin
where in the Black it is branded,”2 Desmond does not recognize this coalescence as historical high points of labor’s
advancement.
“Dispossession,” by Tia Miles, chronicles how American Indian removal of the southeastern Cherokee,
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek and Seminole nations was
accompanied by a new body of law codifying racial caste,
placing Indigenous slightly above Black people. The enforced change from their forest lifestyle to farming in
Oklahoma led to some Native Americans becoming slaveholders. But Miles emphasizes that earlier, “thrown together by European invasion…Indigenous and African
people came into intimate contact and forged relationships.” In spite of history Miles is optimistic, inspired by
mutual support between Black Lives Matter and the Native warriors against the Dakota Access Pipeline.
Lead author Nikole Hannah-Jones’s final essay, “Justice,” outlines laws and policies denying
wealth to Black people, despite their vanguard role
in American freedom struggles. Though impressed
by the multicultural protests in 2020, HannahJones cites the “grim reality”: protests and reforms
change little. She argues that “Wealth…is the means
to security in America.” She concludes, “America
must undergo a vast social transformation…at the
center of [which] must be reparations….”
White and Black readers have called The 1619 Project “an eye-opener.” Hannah-Jones centers “vast social
transformation” on financial equity within 21st-century
American capitalism and imperialism. Other essays show
that much more uprooting—economic and cultural—must
occur. It is now up to readers to question and discuss this
book, which can help us build a foundation for true justice.
—Susan Van Gelder
1. Leslie Alexander and Michelle Alexander’s essay “Fear” describes fear instilled in Black people, but also how fear of the
Haitian Revolution (1791-1804), sparked panicked repression in
the U.S. as it gave a powerful vision of freedom to the enslaved
workers.
2. American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard,
News and Letters, 2003, p. 14.
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What tyrants fear the most: revolution

“They thought that Iran is also Georgia! They started
a velvet revolution in Georgia. The idiots thought that
Iran and this great nation are like that.”
—Ayatollah Khamenei
Intoxicated by the brutal killing of “seditionists,”
Sayyid Ali Hosseini Khamenei, the supreme leader of
Iran, celebrated the victory of the regime against the
“Velvet Revolution” and the brutal repression of the protesters by uttering the above words. This was followed by
a huge wave of ideological attacks in the press against the
failed “color” revolution, and books were written against
the “green movement.”

UPRISINGS LED TO REVOLUTIONS

What had previously happened with the Rose Revolution in Georgia (2003), the Orange Revolution in Ukraine
(2004),
and the
Tulip
Revolution
in Kyrgyzstan
(2005),
all led to
at least
a revolution.
They
overthrew
the
governments of
the time
and had
a
significant
impact
on
the
One of the hundreds of demonstrations in Iran during the direcgreen revolution in 2009.
tion
of
domestic
and foreign policies of those countries. But the tyrannical
regimes of the regions, which had resorted to seemingly
dangerous violence, suddenly faced Iran’s “bloody November” in 2019-2020. The November national movement
proved that the deprivation of legitimacy from the system
this time encompassed all sects within the government—
whether fundamentalist or reformist!
Over the past 20 years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia has
also faced numerous social movements, both inside and
outside its borders. After a brief period of space for the
free expression of mass protests, public space gradually
narrowed, especially after Putin came to power.
Putin outlawed opposition parties and
imprisoned or exiled opposition leaders one after
another. He enacted harsh laws against “internal
traitors” and “foreign agents” to crack down on
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and
prevent public protests. By concentrating power
in his hands, changing the constitution, and
transforming the judiciary into a dependent and
obedient institution, he created an authoritarian
police-security system.
However, protesters inside Russia, aware of the dire
consequences of coming out against the status quo, nevertheless repeatedly took to the streets. Thus, Putin felt
strongly threatened both internally and externally by the

Workers self-organizing

On April 1 workers at Amazon’s JFK8 facility on
Staten Island voted in the first ever union shop in Amazon’s history. Amazon Labor Union (ALU), joined by thousands of workers, is led by Christian Smalls. He thought
Amazon was not taking seriously precautions against
COVID. Amazon fired him.
In a typically racist rant, Amazon’s General Counsel David Zapolsky wrote about Smalls: “He’s not smart,
or articulate....” When Amazon owner Jeff Bezos went to
space, he said, “This would not be possible without Amazon workers.” Smalls said in response, “Our organizing
would not be possible without Bezos.”
Bezos assures workers that they don’t need a union,
they can talk to their managers directly. But when they
do, they get fired. Official unions have not been able to
address the real aspirations of Amazon workers.
Smalls’ action was self-organized. He said that they
were able to unionize in three months, while other union
organizers tried for ten years and failed. ALU represents
the sentiment among workers against the official unions,
which keep saying, “wait.” Older unions only fight for
higher pay, and don’t expand to non-unionized people.
Workers now want to be independent of the AFL-CIO and
other traditional unions. The workers are able to organize, because it is a necessity for them. They don’t want
to be the robots Amazon wants them to be.
By talking to and supporting each other, the workers
were able to stand up to union-busters in captive audience meetings mandated by Amazon. They did not follow
the “standard” union organizing practice of gathering a
supermajority of workers to sign union cards. They got
the minimum 30% to force an election and depended on
one-on-one discussions between workers. —H.S. Student

inspiring mass movements of neighboring countries. The
military invasion of Georgia after the “Rose Revolution,”
and the subsequent military occupation of Crimea and
the military support of separatists in eastern Ukraine after the “Square Movement” or “Maidan” (2013-14) were
counter-revolutionary reactions against the new social
movements.

THE POWER OF SYRIA IN REVOLT

Khamenei and Putin are both counter-revolutionary
to the core, living in constant anxiety against “foreign enemy conspiracies” and the danger of being overthrown. In
2014, Putin held a conference on “international security”
in Moscow. In addition to the Russian defense minister,
participants in the conference included the Iranian defense minister as well as the Syrian and Burmese defense
chiefs.
The immediate result of this conference was a
comprehensive Russian military intervention to
suppress the Syrian revolution.
For the leftist tendencies that are embroiled in the
quagmire of geopolitical conflicts, it should be noted that
the current military campaign against Ukraine is, more
than anything else, understandable on the basis of fear
of revolution and the overthrow of the existing order. The
genuine left, whose existence is the main indicator of the
revolution, must determine where they stand in the face
of revolution and counter-revolution on the world stage!
—Raha

Climate report:
revolution or disaster

continued from p. 1
climate action. Collective action through formal social
movements and informal lifestyle movements expands
the potential for climate
policy and supports system
change. Climate strikes have
given voice to youth in more
than 180 countries.”
⁕ Since 2010, aviation increased greenhouse gas
emissions by 28.5%, SUV’s by 17% and meat consumption
by 12%.
⁕ “The top 10% emitters (the global wealthiest 10%
on a per capita basis) contribute ten times as much to
global emissions as the poorest 10%.”

EDITORIAL

ORGANIZED TO FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE

The report is a mind-boggling 2,913 pages. Even the
64-page SPM contains an overwhelming array of data,
models, projected trends and conclusions, in precise but
obscure scientific language, clearly stating that global
warming will surpass 1.5ºC (2.4ºF) as soon as 2025 if
present economic and social trends continue unabated.
While some warming is already baked in, it is not too late
for humanity, but drastic action is urgent.
Climate change drought has worsened ongoing world
food crises. The UN Food and Agricultural Organization
warned in April that 20 million in East Africa alone are at
risk of famine. Meanwhile, President Biden opens federal
land to oil drilling, caving to the politics of 8.5% inflation.
Scientist Rebellion joined millions already organized to fight climate change. School strikes and
mass marches have covered the U.S. and Western
Europe. Less known are multiple forms of resistance in Latin America, Africa, and among the 370
million Indigenous people in over 70 countries.
Indigenous land defenders have exercised their
rights and responsibilities to not only stop fossil
fuel projects in their tracks, but establish precedents to build successful social justice movements.
Only 5% of the world’s population, they protect
80% of global biodiversity. Worldwide, women have
been leaders, uniting struggles opposing violence
against women with defense of the land.
A recent report, Indigenous Resistance Against Carbon, concludes that Indigenous resistance has stopped or
delayed greenhouse gas pollution equivalent to at least
25% of annual U.S. and Canadian emissions.

MURDERED FIGHTING FOR A LIVABLE WORLD

In East Africa, the Stop EACOP campaign, modelled
on the coalition of Native Americans, farmers and climate activists that halted the Keystone XL pipeline, is
a similar alliance against fossil fuel infrastructure. Over
a million people have signed a petition to stop a 900-mile
pipeline through Uganda and Tanzania.
According to Global Witness, in 2018, 167 defenders of the earth and environment were murdered. “The widespread impunity…as well as the
repression and criminalization of the populations
that defend their territories and their right to life…
account for the unquestioned progress of capitalist
extractivism.”
Likewise, decades of industrial workers’ battles for
humane working conditions meld with battles against
pollution, as the retired Chrysler workers in Detroit now
fight pollution from the new Stellantis Chrysler factory in
their neighborhood.
We must overcome a deadly capitalism that has created a world where many are already suffering and dying
from climate catastrophe. It is time to inscribe “Climate
revolution now!” on all our banners.
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The French election

On April 24, Emmanuel Macron won a second fiveyear term as president of France. He won 58.5% of the
vote and far right candidate Marine Le Pen won 41.5%.
This runoff election followed an election held two weeks
earlier with numerous candidates. Macron received
27.9% of the vote and Le Pen 23.2% in the first round,
followed by Jean-Luc Mélenchon of the leftist La France
Insoumise with 22%. The two candidates with the largest
number of votes went to the second round on April 24.

FAR RIGHT MADE SIGNIFICANT GAINS

In 2017, Macron received 66% of the second round
vote to 34% for Le Pen. Le Pen’s father, Jean-Marie Le
Pen, had received 18% of the second round vote against
82% for center-right candidate Jacques Chirac in 2002.
The voter turnout for the second round in 2022 was 71.9%,
the lowest amount since the 1969 second round vote, demonstrating voters’ general disgust with both candidates.
Polling showed Le Pen won 58% of the workingclass vote. Part of the reason is Macron’s neoliberal
economic policies. Macron had proposed raising
the retirement age for state pensions from 62 to 65,
although he later changed this to 64. Le Pen demagogically took advantage of this as well as Macron’s
indifference to industrial decline and the prosperity gap between the large cities and the periphery.
Like Donald Trump, Le Pen attacked “globalist” economic policies that have led to industrial decline by moving industrial production to low wage countries.

LE PEN FOMENTS RACISM

Le Pen proposed a referendum on reinstating capital
punishment and a ban on Muslim head scarves. Her party, National Rally, was formerly known as the National
Front (FN). The FN obtained a loan from a Russian bank
and Marine Le Pen has lavished praise on Vladimir Putin.
The FN promoted anti-Semitism and xenophobia, which Le Pen tried to downplay while posturing as an economic populist. In 2017, without
explicitly endorsing her, Trump said that Le Pen
was the “strongest candidate” who would protect
France’s borders. This year, Le Pen was outflanked
on the right by Éric Zemmour, who received 7.1% of
the vote. This may have helped to soften her image.
The rise of right-wing politicians posing as populists
is a worldwide phenomenon aided by the neoliberal economic policies of centrist candidates such as Macron and
Joe Biden. The absence of an effective left opposition,
based on a philosophy of revolution, is also a large factor.
What has worked for socialist parties in the past no
longer works because of the late stage of capitalism in
which we find ourselves. It is far more difficult to enact
reform legislation because the capitalist class resists any
intrusion into its falling rate of profit.
—Dan B.

Under fire in Ukraine
by Elise

LGBTQ+ Ukrainians are reacting in a variety of
ways to the Russian invasion. Some are fleeing, others
have enlisted or been drafted to fight; and others are staying to help their country in other ways.

PROGRESS BEFORE THE WAR

Before the war, Ukraine’s LGBTQ+ community was
making progress. Employment discrimination is illegal.
Trans people face fewer barriers in changing their
legal status, even though the process is lengthy. It was
encouraging that in 2019 President Volodymyr Zelensky
shouted down an anti-Queer heckler at a press conference,
saying, “[I] won’t say anything bad about people with
non-traditional orientation to you, because we’re living in
an open and free society.…Leave those people finally at
peace for God’s sake!” But a proposed hate crimes law,
introduced in 2020, has yet to be taken up.
Some continue to run Queer organizations that
provide safe space and community and are working for Queer rights. Insight is a Ukrainian human
rights NGO whose members remain in Ukraine to
fight Russia and continue helping LGBTQ+ people
as they always have.
Lenny Emson, director of the NGO Kyiv Pride, returned to Ukraine to provide food and housing. Kyiv Pride
tells stories and asks for help on their Facebook page and
is gathering supplies for Ukrainian soldiers. Then there’s
Nash Mir LGBT Human Rights Center, whose office was
broken into and activists sheltering there were beaten by
the intruders. That shows there is still much oppression
and harassment of Queer people in Ukraine.
Some Queer Ukrainians fleeing the war are entering countries that are anti-Queer. Trans women, who are technically legally allowed to leave
Ukraine, are often blocked because they are still
identified as male on their IDs and then forced to
serve in the Ukraine army. If you are Queer and
Brown or Black skinned, your chances of being
stopped at the border are great.
There are also people outside Ukraine helping
LGBTQ+ people leave. A couple in Derbyshire, UK, host
Queer Ukrainian refugees because they know they “face
additional persecution.” An international network of allies including Warsaw Pride, Rainbow Railroad, and Asylum Access, has sprung up to help refugees find safe haven in Poland, Hungary and other neighboring countries,
all of which are hostile to LGBTQ+ people. They look
within those countries or into Queer-friendly nations.

Page 10

NEWS & LETTERS – www.newsandletters.org

MAY-JUNE 2022

continued from p. 1

The war’s disruption of farming and trade in
“revolution” even approached but instead it indulges in a
two of the world’s biggest suppliers of wheat, corn,
“both-sides”-ism that criticizes Russian imperialism only
sunflower oil and fertilizer intensified a world food
to point the finger at U.S. imperialism—and not even at
crisis that was already developing, with 880 million
the current stage of capitalism. The feeble proposal of “a
people chronically hungry.
new campaign for global disarmament, the dissolution of
Where some saw sanctions on Russia’s gas and oil
all imperialist military alliances and an alternative arexports as an opportunity to address the climate crisis
chitecture of international security based on the rule of
by reducing fossil fuel use, in reality fossil fuel interests
law” reveals a complete lack of revolutionary perspective.3
exploited “energy security” fears and high gasoline prices.
Philosophic evasion from the Left facilitated the
Russia’s fossil fuel revenues doubled after its invasion beideological pollution of the whole society. The debasement
gan, with Germaof objective truth so rampant
Vera Lavresina in today’s “anti-imperialist”
ny remaining the
biggest importer.
Left as well as the QAnonThe Biden adminfevered Trumpist base brings
istration enacted
substantial parts of the far
a raft of retrogresRight and far Left together
sive
measures,
as fans of conspiracy theories
from opening up
touted jointly by Russian
more oil drilling to
state media and white
years-long plans
supremacist Fox News.
to build new exHannah Arendt, in
port terminals for
The Origins of Totaliliquefied natural
tarianism, argued that
gas,
supposedly
totalitarian movements
to help Europe.
push big lies not just to
Just as with the
mislead people about
post-2008 “Green
specific facts but to unrecovery,” the pandermine the population’s
demic, and Biden’s
feeling that there is such
infrastructure
a thing as objective truth.
bill, opportunities Vera Lavresina speaks for the Russian opposition with her bold and brave demonstrations If people can be made not
in Moscow.
to confront the clito care whether anything
mate crisis were
is true or false, their returned into their opposite.
sistance is broken. This is an attack on subjects of
The food crisis and climate retrogression must be
revolution and on Thought.
seen as part of a geopolitical shift, together with Putin’s
There is a great deal of truth in this, but philosophiwar, which amped NATO to its strongest in 30 years and
cally it calls for us to go deeper into Hegel’s critique of the
enabled Germany, among other countries, to embark on
retrogressive Third Attitude to Objectivity, and its reducmilitarization that had been politically impossible since
tion of objective truth to subjectivism. As Raya DunayevsWorld War II. It dovetails with the rise of authoritariankaya explained:
ism and fascism, which Putin has fueled.
“[S]uch an attitude to objectivity would always recur
when, in the process of battling contradiction, the Subject
PUTIN: THE SYSTEM’S CREATURE
becomes impatient with the seemingly endless stages of
Putin is not only a catalyst of capitalism’s decay but
negation it must suffer through, and therefore, instead,
its reflection. He was welcomed by U.S. presidents Clinslides backward into Intuition….[N]othing is more cogent
ton and Bush after he rose to power on the back of his
for the impatient ones of our day than the Third Attitude
bloody war on Chechnya, which the U.S. supported as the
to Objectivity….”4
restoration of “stability” and the sacredness of nationHegel’s concept of attitudes to objectivity came out
state borders.
of
his
confrontation with retrogression in society, which
It was in that same period that the U.S. squandered
he
opposed
in thought as well as reality. To Dunayevsthe “peace dividend” promised at the end of the Cold War,
kaya, Hegel’s critique, in striking out against one-sided
and strove for total domination of the globe, leading to
subjectivism, turned to method itself as the mediating orthe 20-year campaign of war, occupation, and “nationganizational principle of a body of ideas. The dialectical
building” in Afghanistan and Iraq, justified by a barrage
relationship of philosophy to organization was not theory
of lies, which today’s news media seem to forget as they
only, but a necessity for social revolution to succeed and
describe the unprecedented nature of Russia’s war on
make itself permanent.
Ukraine and Putin’s justifying lies.
Total subjectivism is seen in the failure of the vast
They forget, or, rather, never recognized in the
majority of the Left to achieve any kind of serious selffirst place, how Bosnia and then Syria became the
critique. Instead, they descended into campism, or
test of the new world order, which both the rulers
tailended campists because they were organizing “antiand the Left failed. It was in response to Bosnia,
imperialist” rallies and manifestos. They failed even to
and later Syria, that the fulsome depths of the iderecognize how the ideologically polluted Left had become
ological pollution of the Left and its convergence
not just an impediment to revolution but a propellant of
with the far Right became evident.
counter-revolution, even if unwittingly.
It is no accident that Putin appointed General
What this shows above all is the urgent need for
Aleksandr Dvornikov—who earned the name “the
a
philosophy
of revolution. We must not allow our
butcher of Syria”—to take over Russia’s stalled invasion
thought
and
vision
to be confined to the immediate
of Ukraine. Putin’s solidarity with Bashar al-Assad, when
situation but rather keep concretely working out—
he intervened to rescue the genocidal Syrian regime, was
in the midst of immediate struggles—what N&L
not based on a shared opposition to U.S. imperialism, as
pointed out last issue: “The opposite of permanent
is commonly imagined on the Left, but rather by a shared
war is permanent revolution, which does not stop at
fear of revolution.1
political freedom and national self-determination.”
IDEOLOGICAL POLLUTION
The totality of the global emergency demands a total
The confused and retrogressive reactions by much
solution, a revolutionary uprooting of social foundations
of the Left to Putin’s war are rooted in decades of evaunseparated from a philosophy of revolution. It is the
sion of philosophical responsibility, which prevented the
mark of our age of absolutes: the struggle against absoraising of a banner of full freedom as a pole of attraction.
lute tyranny, with the dual specter of climate catastroTailending state powers instead—even tailending Putin
phe and nuclear holocaust—which Putin’s Russia keeps
and Assad—led them away from heeding the movement
threatening—compels humanity to the self-realization
from below. Philosophic evasion sapped the Left’s ability
of freedom as its absolute. Anything less opens the door
to pose an alternative to the Right.
to counter-revolution in the very innards of revolutions.
On the other hand, statism also infuses the part of
This has happened repeatedly in our age of total contrathe Left that tailends the left wing of the Democratic
dictions, which is reflected in the degeneration of political
Party. Their glaring lack of confidence in subjects of revotendencies, including the Left.
lution is inseparable from lack of confidence in the selfThe Ukrainian people resisting the invasion, refudetermination of the Idea of Freedom—which they share
gees, and the antiwar movement in Russia need the
with Left apologists for Putin, but also with the abstract
support of people of all countries. Masses of people
revolutionism of repeating “No war but class war”2 to critthroughout the world haven’t waffled and have pushed
icize those who take sides by supporting the Ukrainian
governments in that direction. Our solidarity demands
people’s resistance. Karl Marx had no such reticence to
hearing the theory within those movements from pracside with the national liberation revolts of the Poles and
tice, to help bring forth totally new beginnings in theory
the Irish, as well as the anti-slavery side of the Civil War
and practice, toward the permanent unfolding of freedom.
in the U.S.
Take an “Internationalist Manifesto Against the War”
3. Ingar Solty of the “Rosa Luxemburg Foundation,” connected
signed by various Left groups, which declares the U.S. to
to Germany’s Left Party (Die Linke), goes so far as to equate
be “the main culprit.” Nowhere is the word or concept of
Putin’s instigation of Donetsk and Luhansk “secession” with

Russian invasion and Ukrainian resistance shake up the world
IN UKRAINE: MULTIDIMENSIONAL RESISTANCE
AND WHAT HAPPENS AFTER

The resistance goes beyond volunteers to fight, who
were so numerous that many were turned away. In an
economy deeply disrupted by war, many workers distribute goods from their workplaces to people in need and
organize shelters. Railway and transport workers evacuate people from battle zones and transport vital goods to
where they are needed, while medical workers—many of
them women—use their skills under arduous conditions.
While opposing a new anti-labor law passed by
President Volodymyr Zelensky’s government under
the pretext of the war effort, trade unions did not
publicly denounce it as they called for military, financial and humanitarian aid to Ukraine. The continuation of pre-war attacks on labor rights shows
that overcoming the Russian invasion is only the
beginning of liberation struggles, not the end—and
workers, women, youth, minorities and revolutionaries are right not to put off thinking about what
happens after.
As Ukrainian political economist Yuliya Yurchenko
pointed out, “the resistance affirms people’s ability to effect change. That will be important after the war as the
battle over how to rebuild it and in whose interests becomes the central question. I really hope that that spirit
of collective solidarity can forge a new path for Ukraine
once this hell is over.”

ABORTION IS A HUMAN RIGHT

May Day, International Labor Day, saw opposition
to the invasion of Ukraine alongside demands for better
working conditions and wages in protests across Germany, as well as in Italy, the Czech Republic and some other
countries.
International support includes more than crucial
weapons, food and protests. Women’s reproductive health
groups and activists have organized delivery of morningafter and medical abortion pills for the thousands of women raped, mainly by the Russian invaders but in some cases by Ukrainian men. In Bucha, Ukraine’s human rights
commission documented a case where 25 women had
been imprisoned in a basement and systematically raped
by the occupying army. And yet women who flee Ukraine,
as well as the groups supporting them, face draconian
restrictions on abortion and birth control in some of the
countries they go to, like Poland—and maybe the U.S.

RUSSIAN ANTIWAR ACTION

In Russia, street protests that broke out when the
war began were heavily repressed and news of them was
censored to keep Russians in the dark. Now activists
are trying multiple alternative ways to spread information and resist the war machine, including sabotage at
workplaces. Leaflets, stickers and pamphlets are posted
or delivered surreptitiously. Information on how to avoid
conscription is posted on websites frequented by teenage
boys and young men. Slogans like “no war” are written
on paper money—a tactic learned from the underground
in Turkmenistan. In over 40 cities and towns, wooden
crosses were erected commemorating civilians killed by
the Russian army in Mariupol.
Actions like the April 19 taxi drivers’ strike, with
support from students, continue. Another creative initiative is the “Antiwar Sick Leave” group.
As suggested by the Committee of Soldiers’
Mothers, active during Russia’s wars on Afghanistan and Chechnya, antiwar activists demand to
know the real numbers of dead soldiers and their
names, and the exchange of captured soldiers, as
a way to raise awareness of the war’s real effects.
A group of former U.S. soldiers who resisted the Vietnam and Iraq wars supported these efforts in an open letter urging Russian soldiers and officers to “listen to your
conscience and follow the path of justice and truth.”
Enough Russians had already been avoiding the
draft to prompt the government to falsely promise that
conscripts would not be sent to Ukraine, then that they
would not be sent to the front lines or hot spots. Despite
Russia having six times the active and reserve armed
forces as the outgunned Ukraine forces, Russia is so desperate to fill its ranks that, in the separatist “Donetsk
People’s Republic,” it raised the draft age to cover men up
to 65 years old. This led instead to virtually all men under
65 hiding out, with women taking over their jobs.
A new group, Feminist Anti-War Resistance, organized actions on International Women’s Day in 112 places
in Russia and abroad. They also called a Women in Black
protest, patterned after Israeli women’s protests against
the occupation of Palestine, with silent protests all over
Russia, including in small villages. Clearly, hatred of all
Russians would obscure the opposition of two worlds of
rulers vs. ruled in every country.

MANY-SIDED GLOBAL EMERGENCY

The ongoing global emergency that was deepened by
the war already displayed multiple dimensions, from the
climate (see “Climate report: revolution or disaster,” p. 1),
to the pandemic, to the economy. Oxfam projects that the
combined effect of the war and pandemic will push another quarter of a billion people into what is classified as
extreme poverty. The totality of the global emergency in
war, ecology, economy, and politics both mainstream and
revolutionary, displays the mark of our age of absolutes.

1. See “What tyrants fear the most: revolution” by Raha, p. 9
of this issue, and see “Back from the Finland Station” by John
Ganz, April 7, 2022, https://johnganz.substack.com/p/back-fromthe-finland-station.
2. See “‘No war but the class war’. Not a very useful slogan” by
Bob Myers, March 14, 2022, People and Nature blog, at peoplenature dot org (which is blocked on some social media). Myers, of
Workers Aid to Bosnia, recalls Bosnian labor solidarity to inform
solidarity with Ukraine today.

Kosova’s departure from Serbia occasioned by the 1990s genocide, reports of which he equates to Putin’s propaganda. And he
fails in that piece, “The Geopolitical Consequences of the Escalation in Ukraine” (rosalux.de, Feb. 24, 2022), to acknowledge the
genocide in Bosnia. Wallowing in bourgeois reformism, Solty is
concerned above all with “the development of a common European security architecture incorporating Russia.”
4. Philosophy and Revolution, from Hegel to Sartre and from
Marx to Mao (Lexington Books, 2003), pp. 20-21. See also pp.
xlii-xliv, and “Hegel’s Third Attitude Today,” p. 4 of this issue.
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YOUTH IN ACTION
by Buddy Bell

About 180 student workers at Kenyon College in
Gambier, Ohio, stopped work for an all-day strike on
March 3 to protest the elimination of a farm residency
program. Senior Lynn Butzlaff was quoted in a strike
pamphlet: “A union is the only way to ensure decisions
about the farm program are made by the people who care
for the animals and plant the crops.” One year ago, more
than 60% of Kenyon College graduate and undergraduate
workers voted to be represented by a union, but the university administration has not agreed to recognize this
status. In the intervening year, Biden’s appointees to the
National Labor Relations Board added the crucial votes
to reverse a Trump-era rule which had said student workers were not employees.
* * *
The graduate student workers at Indiana University
went on strike April 13 for better wages, benefits, a stop
to fee hikes, and recognition of the union. After two weeks
and no agreement, students formed a soft picket line to
block deliveries to the university, asking inbound truck
drivers to voluntarily turn around. By April 26, students
had voted to continue the strike through finals week.
Faculty members face a tight grading period without the
help of graduate workers, and more than the required 50
signatures were gathered in order to convene a special
faculty meeting to consider a vote of no confidence in the
provost, who has refused to negotiate with the strikers.
* * *
When the weapons corporation General Dynamics
held a recruiting event at Tufts University on April 25,
about 20 students held a protest outside, while others attended the event and questioned the company representatives. The recruiters eventually decided to end their event
early. Senior Maya Morris held a sign that said, “U.S.
made bombs kill Yemeni children.” As she explained to
Tufts Daily: “It doesn’t matter which sector you work for
under General Dynamics. The basis of their existence is
to make money by the sale of arms.”

Avalanche of book bans
“Banning books in schools is unparalleled in its frequency, intensity and success.” Jonathan Friedman of
PEN America (pen.org) summed up a report revealing
1,586 books banned between July 2021 and March 2022.
Twenty-two percent of them directly address racism
and 33% include LGBTQ+ themes and characters. Titles
include: Gender Queer: a Memoir, by Maia Kobabe; Out
of Darkness, by Ashley Hope Perez; All Boys Aren’t Blue;
Lawn Boy, by Jonathan Evison; and The Bluest Eye, by
Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison.

THE POPULARITY OF BANNED BOOKS

Banned Books clubs are springing up all over the
country. In Leander, Texas, two high school sophomores
co-founded a “Banned Books Club” to read and discuss
critically-acclaimed books that had been removed from
their school library, like In the Dream House by Carmen
Maria Machado. They found the themes of these books
to be mostly about “women, women of color, and nonheterosexual relationships.”
The Texas governor is initiating legislation to set
standards against obscene content and State Senator
Matt Krause sent a letter to every Texas school district
asking if they carried any of the 850 books on his list.
Roosevelt Weeks, Director of Austin Public Libraries, said, “If politicians threaten to pull funding
if I put this book on the shelves, that is banning…
[L]ibraries are the last bastion of democracy.” Others in Texas founded “FReadom Fighters” to challenge the threat of legal action against librarians.
They joined a rally at the state capitol led by a
youth group, “Voters of Tomorrow.”
“This is an orchestrated attack on books whose subjects only recently gained a foothold on school library
shelves and in classrooms,” Friedman said. “We are witnessing the erasure of topics that only recently represented progress toward inclusion.”
The sharp rise in book banning in schools occurs in
the context of an onslaught of right-wing state laws censoring what K-12 teachers may discuss in class, covering
alleged “instruction” on gender identity and sexual orientation (Florida’s “Don’t Say Gay” bill passed in March)
and racism and its history in America.
It is not just the number of books removed by conservatives (who usually claim to support “law and order”). It
is alarming that 98% of book bannings have not followed
guidelines outlined by the National Coalition Against
Censorship (NCAC) and the American Library Association (ALA), guidelines designed to protect First Amendment rights in schools.
—Susan Van Gelder

News & Letters is also online at
www.newsandletters.org.

The online News & Letters doesn’t wait for a deadline
to post articles, editorials, essays and analyses
of ongoing local and world events—we update as
things happen. To keep up on Marxist-Humanist
reporting, post comments, or order literature,
check out the online paper regularly.
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Where’s the solidarity with Syria?

journalists were able to identify one of the perpetrators of
this atrocity and then by stealth got him to confess.
Here is some of what Gerard Emmett wrote regarding
Syria in News & Letters 10 years ago, in “Syrian revolution
fights Assad’s genocide, world powers watch” (MarchApril 2012 N&L):
“Now, over 8,000 have reportedly been killed since the
start of the Revolution one year ago. Countless thousands
more have been injured, beaten, detained and threatened.
Torture is common, including the torture of children.
SYRIA WAS PUTIN’S PRACTICE FOR UKRAINE
Cultural figures have been
After all, it is Putin’s
singled out for attack: cartoonist
air power along with Iranian
Ali Ferzat, his hands broken; the
ground troops that propped up
songwriter Ibrahim Qashoush, his
Assad for the last seven years.
throat cut out. Qashoush’s defiant
The same war crimes chroniwords ring at demonstrations
cled in Mariupol, Kharkiv and
from Damascus to Chicago, ‘Screw
Kyiv—including
deliberately
you, Bashar, and screw those who
targeting hospitals, apartment
salute you. Come on, Bashar, time
buildings and public markets
to leave! Freedom is at our doors.
to cause maximum civilian caCome on, Bashar, time to leave!’
sualties and impose maximum
“The assault on Homs, a
terror—were carried out as
center of resistance, has been
Aleppo was leveled and its popmerciless. The genocidal naulation slaughtered.
ture of Assad’s regime is clear.
It is true that politicians Even in 2012 the people of Kafranbel, Syria, knew that President
Bashar al-Assad was perpetrating a genocide. How many more Apt comparisons have been
and reporters have routinehave been murdered since then?
made to 1990s Bosnia and the
ly made the connection to
1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
Putin’s previous massacres
“The Syrian people have the right to armed selfof civilians, not only in Syria but as far back as the
defense, which didn’t come from outside plotters. It began
destruction of Grozny in the Second Chechen War.
in the villages and working-class communities where
But the connection has only been made in passing.
guns were more likely to be available, and men with some
In the more than two months since the invasion of
previous military experience to use them. Resistance
Ukraine, there has been no added pressure to bring
began in defense of the largely peaceful demonstrations.”
Putin’s partner Assad to justice, or even intervene
When Assad used the nerve gas sarin against antito stop the ongoing slaughter in Idlib.
regime neighborhoods in Ghouta near Damascus, it
Nothing has brought Assad closer to judgment—not
crossed the “red line” that then-President Obama had laid
even the April 26 release of video from The Guardian
out. But the “retaliation” then was to assign Putin to police
showing a mass execution, and the cover-up of civilian
Assad’s chemical stockpile, even before Putin felt forced to
bodies dumped into a pit Nazi-style. Not even the fact that
enter the fighting to prevent the collapse of the regime.
Even after old massacres have been newly documented,
Free Syria areas have repeatedly demonstrated solidarity
with Ukrainians fighting their common enemy, but have
Two years ago, when COVID was raging, the rate of
had to carry on their fight, for freedom and to avert
infection got so extreme in Gallup, New Mexico, that the
extermination, without the international support their
entire town was quarantined. The freeway ramps were
struggle has deserved.
—Bob McGuire
sealed off with orange cones. No one could enter or leave.
We visited Gallup in March 2022 to see what had
changed. The population had decreased tremendously.
The entire west end of town was empty—closed businesses and hardly any population; but the east end of town
had open businesses. We noticed that all the people were
wearing masks. I have never seen such a strict adherence
by Elise
to public health rules.
Kyrgyzstani disabled woman Sabira (not her real
Syrians have been risking their lives since 2011 fighting to bring down Bashar al-Assad’s dictatorial regime
and have suffered bloody repression from regime forces.
While the rest of the world seemed oblivious, as civilian
victims increased by the thousands, Syrians had reason to hope that, with the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
the international community would finally focus on war
crimes against Free Syria and press for accountability for
these atrocities.

Covid-19 and the Diné

HANDICAPTHIS!

SERIOUSLY FIGHTING COVID-19

Most people living in Gallup are Diné (Navahos). The
Diné, as they prefer to be called, are one of the largest
Native American tribes in the U.S. Their land, which is
owned collectively, covers parts of Arizona, New Mexico,
Utah and Colorado and is apportioned according to membership in the tribe and any one of its numerous clans.
It was obvious that the Diné had made a serious commitment to fight the COVID pandemic. It
showed the strikingly different attitudes they have
compared to a lot of people in the U.S. The Diné
have a strong sense of group responsibility. When
they, as a tribe, decided to adopt the CDC COVID
guidelines, everyone went along. You wear a mask.
You carry a vaccine card. You obey the rules because you feel responsible for others.
Compare this to the attitude of people who flout the
rules and say, “I don’t have to wear a mask if I don’t want
to.” “They’re taking away my freedom.” “I don’t believe in
the vaccine.” That idea of freedom is warped.
For many, their collective responsibility has eroded
into a juvenile pig-headedness that sees only individual
desires. It fuels the kind of behavior displayed since the
beginning of the pandemic. This pig-headedness is euphemistically called “rugged individualism.” But “rugged
individualism” is nothing more than a myth of an isolated
individual, fostered by capitalism. Is it being actively promoted in the U.S. to hinder the positive effects of collective thinking and action?

THE POWER OF BEING UNITED

Groups are more powerful than individuals. When
employees form a union, they are in a much better position to bargain with their employers than a single “rugged
individual.” The company brings in union-busting consultants who promote the idea that tough Americans are
individuals. “You don’t need a union to represent you.”
“What are you doing bringing in those socialists?”
The Diné are connected to each other through
their history and associations. It takes organizations like unions to give us a sense of belonging to a
group with the power to confront bosses and other
powerful interests. The myth of an isolated individual is more than a clever public relations gimmick
to separate us, the people, from the best way we
can advocate for ourselves. This myth keeps a lot of
people in a perpetual state of juvenile narcissism.
We can’t go back to past forms of social cohesion. Our
times demand a new sense of common humanity beyond
the myth of the isolated individual fostered by capitalism.
—Charles Kimbrell

name) was raped repeatedly by a family member. Despite
her brother posting a video about her plight, her case was
dropped for “lack of evidence.” Ravenstvo (Union of People
With Disabilities), Bir Dino and an international women’s
rights group Equality Now, are demanding that Kyrgyzstan align its laws on sexual violence with international
human rights standards. These include: laws to prosecute
perpetrators; training of law enforcement, judicial and social work personnel in gender violence. The training must
also including the special needs of the disabled.
* * *

Women protested in Mexico on International Women’s
Day, demanding services be provided to all women—
especially disabled women and those experiencing genderbased violence. One woman’s sign read, “We demand
funding for accessible shelters and Justice Centers for
Women.” An amendment to the General Act to Ensure
Women a Life Free of Violence would have authorized
applying the “differentiated approach principle.” This
principle considers women whose circumstances might
have excluded them from the amendment, including
women with disabilities. But after the Senate approved it,
the House refused to take it up. Human Rights Watch has
recorded cases of Mexican women with disabilities who
were returned to their abusive families.
* * *
The Disability Rights Coalition of Nova Scotia is hailing a victory! Canada’s Supreme Court refused to hear
Nova Scotia’s appeal of a ruling against the province.
Nova Scotia province imprisoned three people in a psychiatric ward for years as they waited for community placements. Two of them died, but Joseph Delaney now lives
in a community-based situation. Hopefully, settings other
than the outdated institutional model will be provided for
Nova Scotia’s disabled community. Community Services
Minister Karla MacFarlane said millions of dollars in
Nova Scotia’s budget are dedicated to the disabled.
* * *
The U.S. Bureau of Prisons has placed an ad seeking
psychologists that read: “Flip to any DSM page. Whatever
disorder you land on, you will find it here.” The ad appeared in the U.S. Bureau of Prisons Facebook page but
has now been removed. This is another example that demonstrates the monstrosity of the U.S. incarceration system. Not only are prisons an inappropriate and ineffective deliverer of mental healthcare, but if a mental illness
caused a person to break the law, they should be treated
for the illness, not incarcerated. There are more than two
million incarcerated people in the U.S., the largest such
population in the world.
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Will Yemenis survive the proxy war?

by Eugene Walker

After seven years of war in Yemen, the UN estimates
that almost 400,000 people, primarily civilians, have
died, 60% from hunger and disease, with children being
70% of the deaths.
Yemen is now in the midst of a two-month temporary
truce starting at the beginning of Ramadan. The
international coalition of authoritarian regimes agreed
to this ceasefire. These regimes include Saudi Arabia
and the UAE (United Arab Emirates), which have
warred on the country with indiscriminate bombing.
The Houthis (Ansar Allah, or the Partisans of God), an
Islamist political armed militia force that emerged in
Saada in north Yemen in the 1990s, has also carried out
an insurgency for a number of years. The Houthis target
Saudi and UAE forces as well as civilians.

Resistance in Myanmar

In addition to a ceasefire, the truce eases the blockade of fuel deliveries to the port city Hudaydah, and includes the resumption of commercial flights to and from
Sana’a airport, which is in Houthi-controlled territory.
However, the truce is no peace agreement. Rather it reflects a stalemate, as the Saudi coalition has been unable, despite incessant destructive bombing of Houthicontrolled territory, to assert its will.
The Houthis, supported by Iran, control most
of the north. But they are no liberation army. They
are religious fundamentalists who use police-state
tactics in areas under their rule.
The war has been a proxy for the Saudi Arabia-Iran
Middle East conflict. “Yemen has increasingly become the
battlefield of others’ wars, and even the most critical decisions are taken by external powers, not Yemeni,” noted
Shuja al-Deen of the Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies.

SAUDI-CONTROLLED YEMEN ‘LEADERSHIP’

To facilitate the truce, the Saudi-supported Yemeni
President, Abdo Rabbu Mansour Hadi, had to resign, replaced by a Presidential Command Council (PCC). But
the PCC is hardly a Yemeni body. Its members are beholden to the Saudi war coalition.
Because the coalition is bleeding from Houthi attacks
outside Yemen, the truce may lead to a cessation of hostilities. But as Shuja al-Deen commented: “The postwar
period, if the war ends, will be a period of political powers
that forced their presence with weapons....Yemen is not
going to be stable after the war.”

It must not be forgotten that the U.S. is deeply implicated in this war upon the Yemeni people.
The Obama Administration supplied weapons to
the Saudi-led coalition, and that continued under
Trump and now Biden.
And what about the Yemeni people? The war intensified to its most deadly level in 2022 and it is reported that
mass starvation is close to reality.

Latin American Notes

El Salvador—President Nayip Bukele’s response to
a spike in gang violence was to arrest 18,000 people, mostly youth, and suspend civil liberties. Children aged 12 to
16 received 10-year sentences to be served in adult prisons. “It’s a stigmatized sweep up, where anyone who looks
like a thug can be arrested,” said Tiziano Breda, a Central
America analyst at the International Crisis Group.
* * *
Peru—A state of emergency was declared at the
Cuajone copper mine, where residents of a nearby community shut down the water supply to the mine. They
were demanding financial compensation and a share of
future profits. The shutdown there, and at other mines,
resulted in a 20% reduction of Peruvian copper production. Extractivism is the battleground as communities
lose their water sources and remain impoverished while
mining companies, most of them foreign (U.S. and Canadian), become richer and richer.

Citizens’ revolt erupts across Sri Lanka

Anti-regime march in Kachin state, one of thousands since the Feb. 1, 2021,
military coup.

Aung San Suu Kyi, the elected civilian leader of
Myanmar (Burma) who was detained in a military coup
last year, was sentenced to five years in prison in a corruption trial that was closed to the public. The military
junta that seized power 14 months ago is detaining 10,000
political prisoners. More political prisoners are now being
held in Myanmar than were imprisoned throughout the
half century of military rule that ended in 2010.
Medical workers have been a special target of
the junta. Some 140 doctors who participated in
the national protest movement have been arrested.
At least 30 doctors have been killed. The country’s
health system has collapsed, obliterated by the military.
At the same time there is a growing resistance
movement. Tens of thousands of young people from the
cities—including university students and factory workers,
especially young women—have left for the countryside to
join the hundreds of civilian militias across Myanmar,
organized loosely into what are called the People’s
Defense Forces.
They have been joined by deserters from the military’s armed forces, the Tatmadaw. These groups often
go to areas controlled by the many ethnic armed groups
that have been fighting for autonomy for decades. A new
unity is being forged.
For more information see “Driven From City Life to
Jungle Insurgency” by Hannah Beech, New York Times,
March 30, 2022.

A massive citizens’ revolt is taking place in Sri Lanka.
It is focused against the authoritarian President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his family members, who occupy many
government posts. Tens of thousands of Sri Lankans have
taken to the streets in the capital, Colombo, demanding
that the President leave.
Jayadeva Uyangoda, emeritus professor of Political
Science at the Department of Political Science and Public
Policy at the University of Colombo, concludes in an extensive report on the ongoing events:
“[S]pontaneous action of citizens from a wide range of
social backgrounds protest. A new people’s movement has
emerged, openly demanding some fundamental changes
in the existing political order. . . They are reclaiming their
lost political agency as citizens.

really tested the patience of Sri Lankan citizens during
the past few weeks is the absolute failure of Sri Lanka’s
President and his government to ensure the basic everyday survival needs of the people—electricity, cooking gas,
diesel and petrol, food and essential commodities, regularly and at reasonable prices.”
The President has undermined the criminal justice
system, jailed dissenters and quashed the opposition,
while stocking the government with his relatives, fellow
military men and right-wing monks aligned with his lawand-order mentality.
Whether protesting Rajapaksa’s authoritarianism
can evolve to become a full new beginning remains to be
seen.

DEMANDING MORE THAN RULER’S FALL

“Shaking the foundations of the Rajapaksa government is something that the country’s political parties
could not do for nearly three years. Yet, through their
voluntary, spontaneous, and direct political action, Sri
Lanka’s citizens have now done that. While insisting on
the resignation of the President and the Prime Minister,
and all the MPs in Parliament, they also demand some
fundamental changes and transformations in the overall
system of government in Sri Lanka.
“[T]he citizens’ protests that spontaneously
began to erupt throughout March 2022 should not
be viewed as an isolated development despite their
suddenness. They are the culmination of a series
of protests against the government that broke out
throughout last year. Tamil citizens of the North
seeking justice, rural farmers expressing anger
against the President’s fertilizer policy, and the
public sector teachers and plantation workers
demanding higher wages, inaugurated different
phases of this wave of citizen resistance.
“Then came sporadic protests—evening candlelight
vigils—by urban, middle-class citizens at road intersections in Kohuwala, Ratmalana, Rajagiriya, Pita Kotte
and in a few towns outside Colombo. What seems to have

Tunisia in turmoil

Ever since Tunisian President Kais Saied suspended
parliament in July 2021 (“the July 26 coup”), followed
this March by the complete dissolution of parliament,
Tunisia has been in turmoil. The country, which led the
Arab Spring uprisings with its 2011 Revolution, has had
massive street demonstrations—some in opposition to
Saied and others in support of his actions. The Street has
become the location for debate and decision-making.
The economy has taken center stage—the lack of jobs
and a shortage of basic food items, especially bread for
lack of wheat, massive corruption with black markets—
together with Saied’s single-handed decision-making.
Bread, subsidized by the government, is central to the
Tunisian diet. But bakeries have had to close for days at
a time because of a shortage of wheat, which is imported
from Russia and Ukraine and is in short supply with the
ongoing war.
Tunisia’s difficulties, and with it the protests, have a
far deeper origin—the failure to realize the hopes of the
Arab Spring Revolutions from a decade ago in which Tunisia was the first. How can the promise of those revolutions begin to be realized? Can today’s Tunisian street
lead the way once more?

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES

Who We Are And What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees is an organization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in
its private property form as in the U.S., and in
its state property form calling itself Communist, which appeared as the Russian Revolution
was transformed into its opposite. That retrogression anticipated the next stage of development—the age of state-capitalism. We stand for
a society of new human relations, what Marx
called a new Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in 1955, the
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against automation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott
against segregation—activities which signaled a
new movement from practice that was itself a
form of theory. News & Letters was created so
that the voices of revolt could be heard unseparated from the articulation of a philosophy of
liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was
Chairwoman of News and Letters Committees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker,
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal,
was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983.

The articulation of the relationship between the movement from practice which is
itself a form of theory and the movement from
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevskaya’s three major works.
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today
(1958), established the American roots of Marxism while presenting a comprehensive attack
on present-day Communism, which is a form of
state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in its
original form as “a thorough-going Naturalism or
Humanism,” while pointing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed by the working class. It
presented history and theory as emanating from
the movement from practice.
Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the
characteristic of the age and, tracing it historically, caught the link of continuity with the Humanism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, the
integration of dialectics and organization reflects
the revolutionary maturity of the age and the
passion for a philosophy of liberation.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a continent of thought and of revolution in his youth
to the “new moments” of his last decade. Written for our time of revolutions in developing
countries, the rise of the international women’s
liberation movement, and global economic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to make real
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the determinant for the relationship of theory and practice and as ground for organization.
These works spell out the philosophic
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civilization
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 1983)
concretizes it on the American scene and shows
the two-way freedom road between the U.S. and
Africa.
In 1989 News and Letters Committees
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philosophic breakthrough—her two letters on
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism.
This body of ideas challenges all those desiring freedom to transcend the limitations of
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed
revolutions, it becomes imperative not only

to reject what is, but to further work out the
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World Development, deposited at Wayne State University
in Detroit and available to all.
We aim to continue to develop MarxistHumanism and make it available to all who
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist,
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society,
we have adopted a committee form of organization rather than any elitist party “to lead.”
We participate in all class and freedom
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our
Constitution states:
“It is our aim…to promote the firmest
unity among workers, Blacks and other minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals who
have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of both
capital and labor.” We do not separate mass activities from the activity of thinking.
Send for a free copy of the Constitution of
News and Letters Committees or see it on our
website: www.newsandletters.org.
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