
On Aug. 28, Ukraine started an offensive in Kher-
son, a critical port city Russia occupied early in the war. 
Ukraine is afraid of losing the solid support of European 
supporters after having fought off a Russian invasion for 
six months in the largest war in Europe since World War 

II. With the help of partisans 
behind the lines and longer-
range missiles, Ukraine has 
managed spectacular strikes 

blowing up many ammunition depots and planes deep in 
Russian-held territory. In Crimea, seized in 2014, a huge 
depot explosion sent Russians on a beach holiday scurry-
ing home. The Ukrainian offensive has impeded the scale 
of Russia’s genocidal tactic: lobbing massive artillery at 
population centers. 
RUSSIAN ROULETTE IN ZAPORIZHZHIA 

The Russian army stores massive ammunition and 
military gear at the occupied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Pow-
er Plant, using it as a shield for its artillery to conduct 
relentless shelling of civilians in cities like Nikopol, a 
Russian-speaking steel town. In July alone, 850 Niko-
pol buildings were damaged and half the population of 
100,000 fled. Russians were stonewalling demands by 
other powers in the UN Security Council calling for de-
militarization of the plant.

Sitting in the middle of a war zone, safety at Eu-
rope’s largest nuclear energy complex is compro-
mised. Technicians, working under an occupation, 
are stressed to their limits. Thousands of Ukrai-
nian technicians are watched over by 500 Russian 
soldiers, who physically and verbally abuse them. 
Three have been killed since March. 

On Aug. 25 the plant narrowly avoided a major “ra-
diation disaster” when Russian shelling of a nearby coal 
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Women, youth fight back as 
horror of abortion bans unfolds

Ukraine is a beacon 
against fascism & war

The last U.S. Supreme Court term was among the 
most reactionary, far-reaching terms in memory. The six 

right-wing judges trampled 
precedent after precedent, 
and their written opinions in-
serted rhetorical footholds for 

further dystopian rulings down the pike.
In cases Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health (abortion), 

N.Y. Rifle Assn. v. Bruen (gun control), and W. Va. v. EPA 
(greenhouse gas emissions), all decided 6-3, the Court 
majority discarded Constitutional tests that had been in 
use for decades, only to substitute “history and tradition.” 
This is a convenient legal test for people who have their 
sights trained on LGBTQ+ rights, birth control, and in-
terracial marriage. And it’s an invocation to bring a cal-
lous version of the Christian church into lawfare. History 
and tradition was the racist logic of the Court’s decision 
in Dred Scott v. Sanford: Black people had not been free 
before 1857, therefore they would not be free after 1857.
THE RACE TO REWRITE HISTORY

Conservatives are in a war to rewrite history. Those 
who desire rule without popular consent have long seen 
the Supreme Court as the fulcrum. The Court gives them 
victories they cannot win at the polls.

For example, W. Va. v. EPA was about an Obama-
era rule directing power plants to utilize available 
renewable sources to meet demand first. Not only 
did Trump remove the rule, but plants do this al-
ready because they don’t want to waste money. Con-
servatives simply wanted to shackle all of Biden’s 
agencies. In his majority opinion, Chief Justice 
Roberts threw aside Chevron v. NRDC, which lim-
ited Court review to matters of “vast significance.” 
Roberts’s new standard for intervention is whether 
an agency rule “raises an eyebrow.”

The Court’s power grab continued as five judges 
voted in Okla. v. Castro-Huerta to trash a 120-year-old 

SCOTUS trashes freedom

continued on p. 11

by Terry Moon
Now that the Supreme Court of the United States 

(SCOTUS) has overturned women’s right to abortion, 
the profound ramifications of that unprecedented deci-
sion are becoming known. We are learning anew exactly 
what it means when a person does not have the right to 
control what happens inside her own body, when we are 
not considered worthy of human 
rights. 

There is no question that 
when abortion is made a crime, 
anyone who can become preg-
nant will be negatively affected. 
Transmen, people who are gen-
der fluid and nonbinary will all 
feel the pain. In fact, getting 
an abortion will be even hard-
er for those who are LGBTQ+. 
And while no one should deny 
this truth, the SCOTUS deci-
sion on abortion was definitely 
an attack on women. The fact 
that other groups of people will 
suffer is icing on the cake for 
Republicans, who also despise 
and aim to punish them. But 
they were not the reason for the 
nuclear attack on women’s free-
dom. The spate of new laws are 
being written to strip women of 
childbearing age of their status 
as full human beings. 
LAWS WRITTEN TO 
TERRIFY AND TORTURE

In Texas, abortion—from 
the moment of fertilization, 
which is even before a fertilized 
egg is implanted in the uterus!—is now a felony for pro-
viders punishable by up to life in prison. The exception 
for a woman’s health is restricted to “a life-threatening 
physical condition aggravated by, caused by, or arising 
from a pregnancy.” 

What if it isn’t “life-threatening”? And how 
does a doctor say it is unless the woman is already 
dying? What if it will “only” cause a loss of a limb, 
or an organ, or drive a woman insane? Another law 
mandates that the attorney general ‘“shall’ seek a 
civil penalty of not less than $100,000, plus attor-
ney’s fees.” And Texas still has their vigilante law 
where any citizen can sue anyone who “aids or 
abets” an abortion and get $10,000 from their vic-
tim if they win.

Idaho has only three exceptions to their abortion ban: 

rape and incest survivors could abort if they “file a police 
report and share that with their doctor,” which is unlikely 
given the reality of what these crimes do to the women 
or girls. The third exception to a felony prosecution is for 
“Any medical practitioner attempting to save the life of 
a pregnant patient, which…results in the unintended 
death of an unborn human being…” But not for the health 

of the woman, which is never 
an issue to these fanatics. She 
will have to be on death’s door. 
Who will be the one deciding if 
that is true? 

Tennessee’s total abor-
tion ban has no exceptions 
for rape or incest. As for the 
life of the woman, accord-
ing to WPLN News quoting 
criminal defense attorney 
Chloe Akers: “a physician 
who provides an abortion 
opens themselves up to be-
ing charged with a class C 
felony. Period. No matter 
the circumstances. But—if 
they are charged, they have 
an opportunity to prove 
that the procedure was nec-
essary—either to prevent 
the patient from dying or 
to prevent serious risk of 
what the law calls ‘substan-
tial and irreversible impair-
ment of a major bodily func-
tion.’” 

Akers asks: ‘“What is a 
serious risk? What does a sub-
stantial and irreversible im-
pairment mean? What’s con-

sidered a major bodily function? These are all questions 
that are not answered by the statute. And they’ve put that 
burden on the provider, but they’ve given the provider ab-
solutely no direction about how to prove it.”
YOUR BODY: A CRIME SCENE

These are only three examples of the kind of laws 
SCOTUS unleashed. As we go to press, fully one third of 
American women and girls have already lost their right to 
an abortion. Nine states now ban abortions from the mo-
ment of conception and 19 more ban abortions before fetal 
viability, which would have been unconstitutional under 
Roe. Abortion has been made a “crime” that some want 
punishable with the death penalty for the woman as well 
as the abortion provider. 

continued on p. 10

Kei Utsumi touched many lives before his death on 
July 15, a few days shy of his 87th birthday. In conversa-
tions with friends, in being present at countless demon-
strations, or in putting pen to paper, his was a passionate, 
unyielding voice for freedom which will be sorely missed. 
Kei’s frequent reports in News & Letters highlighted An-
gelenos he knew personally: homeless people, Black youth 
demanding police accountability, immigrants, DACA 
dreamers, teachers, home-care workers, vendors, Uber 
drivers, and more. He also held deep concern for the en-
vironment.
THE EXPERIENCE OF INTERNMENT

As a boy attending elementary school, Kei and his fam-
ily were forcibly relocated from Los Angeles to an intern-
ment prison at Rohwer, Arkansas, in 1942. He told some 
News and Letters Committees comrades that the abuse 
imposed on adults and children there once caused him to 
hide inside a latrine toilet out of extreme fear. He returned 
with his family to L.A. in 1945, carrying this trauma.

As a teenager, Kei enlisted in the U.S. Army, at the 
urging of two schoolmates. He went on to basic training 
at Fort Ord, Calif., and then served four months of ac-
tive duty at Fort Mead, Maryland. He would spend five 
more years in the Army Reserves. Interested in studying 
art, math, and architecture, Kei enrolled at East LA City 
College. From 1962-87, he worked as a draftsman. By the 
mid-1980s, his skills in using a T-square and a parallel 
bar were becoming obsolete due to computer automation. 
As Kei would later write on the subject, “leisure without 
employment is leisure without money.”

Kei ‘Basho’ Utsumi (1935-2022)
Pressures in his professional and personal life came 

to a head one night when, seeing men tending a campfire 
on the street, he communicated with them a sudden de-
sire to throw all his ID cards, his whole identity into the 
flames. 

These complete strangers were kind enough to 
reason with him, empathize, and eventually talk 
him down. Kei would later credit this experience 
as a moment when his perspective on humanity 
changed. He came to self-identify as an equal to the 
human beings living on the street.

At about this point, Kei discovered News and Letters 
Committees and was inspired by the Marxist-Humanist 
freedom philosophy of its founders, including Raya Du-
nayevskaya and Charles Denby. For more than three 
decades, he distributed the organization’s paper, News 
& Letters, at demonstrations, rallies and community col-
leges, had impromptu discussions with students, and was 
active in the meetings of N&LC’s Los Angeles local. 
KEI BECOMES ‘BASHO’

As he began to write, Kei’s respect for simple living 
led him to assume the name Basho, after a great poet 
from the Edo period of Japan, who by choice lived in a 
plain hut. Kei himself spent this portion of his life travel-
ing almost everywhere by bus and residing in low-rent 
senior housing one block away from one of the poorest 
neighborhoods in the nation: Skid Row.

Kei became a longtime activist with and proponent 
of the Los Angeles Community Action Network (LACAN), 
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Demonstration in downtown Chicago for abortion rights on June 
24, 2022, protesting the Supreme Court’s decision overturning Roe 
v. Wade. 
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by Artemis 
In July, the Pope visited Edmonton, Canada, apolo-

gizing to Indigenous peoples for the separation of over 
150,000 children from their families between 1881 and 
1996. Placed at state-sanctioned schools mostly run by 
the Catholic church, many children died from severe 
abuse. Indigenous people considered the Pope’s apology 
a distraction from unmet demands, including survivors’ 
compensation, school records release, return of artifacts, 
and rescinding a Church doctrine justifying colonialism. 
RoseAnn Archibald, national chief for the Assembly of 
First Nations, stated that the Pope refused to speak with 
women leaders and she criticized the church’s “archaic” 
position of having no women in its own leadership. She 
said: “We don’t feel that it has been about survivors. It 
has been more about the church promoting the church’s 
idea, fundraising for the church.”

*   *   *
In Sudan, human rights activists warn that the right-

wing government imposed by last October’s military coup 
is rolling back rights women had won over the past two 
years. The government has revived the police “commu-
nity service unit,” which had previously arrested women 
for wearing pants, not covering their heads, and mixing 
with men who are not their immediate family. It has al-
ready arrested people for drinking alcohol, and, in June, a 
woman was sentenced to death by stoning for “adultery.” 
Feminist activist Mervet Elneil stated the unit is “clearly 
targeting women and not protecting anybody. It’s a way 
of domesticating them, and we have a long history of that 
since Sudan was under the British administration. In 
that last version of the community security, they used to 
mainly target women to get money out of them.”

*   *   *
In August, a Canadian provincial Supreme Court 

convicted Dutch citizen Aydin Coban of extortion, posses-
sion of child pornography, child luring, and criminal ha-
rassment against Canadian teen Amanda Todd. In 2012, 
Todd posted a video describing how Coban convinced her 
to send him a nude photo, which he used to blackmail her 
into sending more. Coban stalked and harassed her for 
three years, sending her photos to her classmates, who 
bullied, ostracized, and assaulted her, leading to her sui-
cide at age 15. The case shows justice systems are taking 
seriously the growing, worldwide crime of sextortion (sex-
ual extortion). Predators manipulate victims, often teen 
girls and gay males, into uploading sexual images or vid-
eos, often blackmailing them for money or into prostitu-
tion. Coban was previously convicted in the Netherlands 
of fraud and internet blackmail of dozens of victims.

*   *   *
In August, Spain’s congress passed the “only yes 

means yes law” in spite of conservative opposition. In 
2016, five men calling themselves “the Wolf Pack” videoed 
themselves raping a woman who was not struggling 
because she had frozen in shock. They were given only 
nine years for sexual abuse, changed to 15 years for the 
greater crime of sexual violence (rape) after public outcry 
and massive demonstrations from a galvanized feminist 
movement. The law removes the distinction between the 
two crimes by stating consent must be given. It cannot be 
assumed the victim gave consent by not fighting back, and 
victims no longer have to endure the stress of attempting 
to prove violence and intimidation were used. Equality 
minister Irene Montero called it “a victorious day after 
many years of struggle.”

WOMENWORLDWIDE

Fighting against forced veiling
by Adele

Right-wing, anti-abortion lawmakers increasingly 
claim, without evidence, that “abortion hurts women.” 
Laws limiting abortion claim to be based on this notion, 
but these regulations cause actual harm to women along 
with limiting access. 

These include forcing women to make extra trips, 
sometimes hundreds of miles, take time off work and risk 
getting fired, and find extra childcare and places to stay 
for a second clinic appointment only after getting a man-
datory lecture lying about “harms” at the first. 
A RIGOROUS STUDY

In The Turnaway Study: Ten Years, a Thousand Wom-
en, and the Consequences of Having—or Being Denied—
an Abortion, conducted before the overturn of Roe v. Wade, 
Diana Greene Foster investigated the real experiences 
of women 
receiving 
abortions 
in the first 
and second 
trimes-
ter. She 
compared 
them with 
the expe-
riences 
of women 
turned 
away for 
being over 
the gestational time limit. Previous studies only com-
pared them with women giving birth in wanted pregnan-
cies. 

Over 40 researchers, including sociologists, econo-
mists, psychologists, statisticians, nurses, doctors and 
public health scientists, collaborated with Foster on this 
intensive ten-year study. They recruited over a thousand 
women seeking abortions at 30 U.S. clinics, interviewing 
them every six months for five years. They asked about 
mental and physical health, life goals, and relationships 
with partners, family, and children. They published 50 
academic papers, and the study has been praised for be-
ing rigorous and investigating numerous issues.
WHAT REALLY HARMS WOMEN

The study found no evidence of abortion harm, but 
did find ways carrying unwanted pregnancies to term can 
be harmful. Ten women representing different situations 
tell their stories to show the effects on real people and 
those around them. 

Those forced to give birth had more financial hard-
ships and difficulties achieving goals, including educa-
tional. They had more physical health problems and com-
plicated deliveries than women with wanted pregnancies. 
They had more difficulty leaving abusive partners, while 
those having abortions sometimes found better partners 
later. 

Women given abortions were more able to have 
a higher number of children later. Their existing 
children were more likely to meet child-develop-
ment milestones. Refusing abortion did not lead 
to strong marriages and families as right-wingers 
claim.

The study shed light on many other issues. Few 
agreed with right-wingers that adoption is an acceptable 
option. Most mothers denied abortions accepted their 
child but were less emotionally attached than women who 
had abortions were to their subsequent children. 
WOMEN MUST MAKE THEIR OWN DECISIONS

Women seeking late-term abortions often did not 
know they were pregnant, then had trouble raising the in-
creasing amount of money for abortion as their pregnan-
cy progressed. Foster also discussed the need to develop 
more effective contraception without harmful side effects 
rather than to blame women for unintended pregnancies.

This study is already influencing public opin-
ion, and Foster is planning other studies on abor-
tion in the U.S. and in Nepal. Hopefully, this will set 
a higher standard for what is accepted as scientific 
knowledge about reproduction and abortion in the 
minds of the public and lawmakers. 

Foster says, “[O]ur moral and legal opinions should 
be based on an accurate understanding of our world.” She 
also explains that what is at stake is the understanding 
that women are capable of making competent decisions 
about their lives, which governments should not make for 
them.

by Terry Moon
Forced veiling is a cruel means 

of controlling women and making 
it clear 
that they 

do not control their own lives. 
Its usefulness to totalitarians is 
in taking citizens’ minds off the 
leaders’ failures and bad policies 
like raising prices of necessities 
like oil, bread, medicine and fuel; 
or other disasters such as floods, 
droughts, or wildfires from the 
heating climate.
IN AFGHANISTAN

While starvation, unemploy-
ment, and spectacularly high 
maternal and infant mortality 
plague Afghanistan, the Tali-
ban reacted on May 7 by decree-
ing that Afghan women must 
cover themselves from head to 
toe, preferably with the burqa, a 
covering so severe that women’s 
eyes are obscured by netting.

The decree is so unpopu-
lar that the Taliban enforce 
it by threatening husbands, 
brothers and sons with jail or loss of scarce jobs if 
their wives, sisters or mothers do not toe the hide-
your-body line.

Nevertheless, they cannot stop the revolt. As Shabana 

Shabdeez, 24, a women’s activist in Kabul, told The New 
York Times, she would refuse to cover herself, “even if 
they kill me. Women are born free. It is their basic human 
right to walk around freely.”

IN EGYPT
In Egypt, almost 30 million 

people out of a population of 102 
million live in poverty; 70 million 
depend on state-sponsored sub-
sidy programs. The government 
already devalued the Egyptian 
pound by 14% earlier this year, 
inflation is at least 14.6%, and 
grains and fuel prices have sky-
rocketed. 

Enter Egypt’s Al-Azhar, 
Sunni Islam’s highest reli-
gious authority, who issued 
a Fatwa, one provision of 
which “forbids women from 
leaving home without the hi-
jab.” The outcry was so great 
they had to change the word-
ing the next day to forbid-
ding women from going to 
Eid prayers without the veil.

Again, nothing stopped the 
revolt. “Down with Sheikh Al-

Azhar” trended on Twitter. Several prominent women, 
including Egyptian journalist Sarar al-Jaara, made the 
point that “The Al-Azhar sheikh is not the guardian of 
society and the veil is not an obligation.” Women had 
to remind the clerics that the Egyptian Constitution 
forbids infringing on citizens’ personal freedom. Rida al-
Danbouki, director of the Women’s Center for Guidance 
and Legal Awareness, pointed out: “The renewed debate 
over the headscarf in Egypt is nothing but an attempt by 
clerics to impose patriarchal control and oppression on 
women’s bodies,” calling such efforts “misogynistic and 
incitement against women.” 
IN IRAN

Iran, too, is suffering from high inflation, with soar-
ing food and fuel prices. By May, prices of some foods 
jumped over 300% and demonstrations broke out for over 
10 days around the country. Despite the government’s 
need for cash, hardline president Ebrahim Raisi’s regime 
budgeted $3.8 million to the Initiative for Promotion of 
Virtue, which forcibly enforces veiling with arrests and 
beating women in the streets. 

“Justice-Seeking Mothers,” inspired by the 
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina, agitate 
against the murder of their children by the regime. 
Some have been arrested on trumped-up charges of 
not wearing a veil, even though they all do.

Iranian women are fighting back against growing 
regime brutality. In May, when the regime celebrated 
“chastity and hijab week,” women posted unveiled 
selfies and pictures on social media walking bareheaded 
through cities. Writer and artist Sepideh Rashno was 
beaten so severely after her arrest for “improper clothing” 
that she was hospitalized with internal bleeding before 
being televised in a “forced confession.” These so-called 
“confessions,” broadcasts of women apologizing for being 
unveiled, are known to be the result of torture. Rashno 
was reported as “pale and subdued…with dark circles 
around her eyes,” during her “confession.”

Elham Gheytanchi, an associate professor of sociology 
at Santa Monica College, explained to Al-Monitor why 
women will never stop fighting against forced veiling: 

“Hijab has nothing to do with morality, religion or 
ethics” but is “what the political elite wants, and it is 
how they came to power. Making hijab mandatory for all 
means that the regime governs your most private realm 
and is present everywhere. If it had to do with religion, 
it would have been a private matter between women and 
their God. But the Iranian government has declared itself 
as the force of God and their legitimacy depends on it.”
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Woman in Afghanistan shrouded in the all-encompassing burqa.
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Kei ‘Basho’ Utsumi (1935-2022) War on teachers is a 
war on students

In school districts across the nation all eyes are on 
4,500 striking teachers in Columbus, Ohio, who agreed 
to return to the classroom after a three-day strike under 
a “conceptual agreement.” With signs like “Working Air-
Conditioning” and “The Schools Our Students Deserve!” 
this army in red T-shirts sparked widespread parent 
refusal to log in to remote classrooms set up while the 
teachers were out. 

One parent explained: “The plan was for stu-
dents to begin remote... But there are no teach-
ers… I refused to participate, to show support to 
the teachers and the mental health of the kids. We 
already did the COVID experiment… We are not go-
ing back there.” 

Columbus Education Association (CEA) released a 
statement by spokesperson Regina Fuentes. “Let me be 
clear: This strike is about our students who deserve a 
commitment to modern schools with heating and air con-
ditioning, smaller class sizes and a well-rounded curricu-
lum that includes art, music and PE.” 
THE MANY FORMS OF RESISTANCE 

Columbus and other mass teacher strikes in the past 
few years are but one form of resistance to the war on pub-
lic education. Florida’s “Parental Rights in Education” 
law aims at purging all reading material and activities 
from elementary classrooms aside from state-approved 
texts. In Sarasota County, teachers posted on Facebook 
that they were told: 

“No purchases or donations of any kind of books or 
reading materials….

“If we want to read anything to our kids, we have to 
get it approved in advance….

“Don’t give kids any gifts tied to reading;
“Our amazing librarian can’t even do read-alouds 

with our youngest students…
“…what a devastating way to start the year. They are 

trying to break us…but they must not know what we’re 
made of.” 

Texas last year passed a law to keep topics that make 
students “feel discomfort” out of Texas classrooms. It has 
been widely criticized for directing slavery and racism to 
be taught only as deviations from the fundamental direc-
tion of U.S. history. It also bans all teacher and student 
“activism” in education. This June the state board of edu-
cation rejected a push to substitute “involuntary reloca-
tion” for “slavery” in the second grade curriculum! 

In Michigan, a proposed bill wanted every teacher in 
every school to make every topic, assignment, field trip 
and textbook for the entire year public before the first 
day of school. In Illinois, when just one parent objected, 
a book was immediately banned from the school library. 

Perhaps the most far-reaching casualty of this 
war is that close to half a million teachers have 
left what remains of their profession. Reportedly, 
about 450,000 Florida students went to school last 
school year with unqualified, uncertified teachers. 

Districts are pulling in military veterans, college stu-
dents, paraprofessionals and retired teachers. Classroom 
books have to be state-approved, but the people alone in 
the room with the children do not have to be certified? 
The irony remains that students could benefit greatly 
from all these folks in their classrooms, working coopera-
tively with an adequate number of qualified teachers.

—Susan Van Gelder and Erica Rae

Commonality of state and private capitalism and their 
imperial goal… Mao’s desire for world power, as Russia’s 
and the U.S., is a fundamental flaw and is not Marxism.”
A BLACK LIVES MATTER PARTICIPANT

In the last years of his life, Kei was moved by the 
outpouring of support for justice in policing that followed 
the murder of George Floyd. In a July 2020 Zoom meeting 
he told friends in part: 

“I’d been going to BLM protests once a week at the 
Hall of Justice where DA Jackie Lacey has not prosecuted 
even one of over 500 officers who killed, in the majority, 
Black and Brown youth, but even white youth too. There 
used to be 40-50 people on a really good day. There are 
thousands of people there now.

“I’m gonna just say the police murder of Floyd 
on May 26 in Minneapolis sparked a worldwide 
protest still ongoing seven weeks later. I was not in 
the LA protests because of my energy, but I heard 
chants from my window as crowds marched on 
Spring St. I attended the June 10 protest. Thou-
sands of new younger white people, but also all 
races. LAPD has over 50% of the city budget. $6 bil-
lion in New York City. A new society will need to 
have no police department as we know it. It has to 
be controlled by the working-class community.

“Marx said that the freedom of the individual is the 
basis for the freedom of all. You can’t have a free society 
unless all individuals are free. Development of human 
power means using that power not as a basis of profit. 
Marx insisted abolition of private property is only the 
first transcendence. Not until you transcend that does 
there arise positive humanism beginning from itself. 
This is when mental and manual labor is reunited in the 
all-rounded individual. BLM is about the whole human 
Black lives that never mattered in U.S. society.”

—Buddy Bell

Fired for going grey
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada—Privately owned Cana-

dian TV network CTV and its corporate parent Bell Me-
dia have faced withering condemnation from around the 
country after abruptly firing long-time news anchor Lisa 
LaFlamme in mid-contract. When it surfaced that her cor-
porate boss had been personally offended by LaFlamme 
letting her hair go grey, the existing public outcry grew 
fiercer. 

Over 150,000 people signed petitions to rein-
state her and prominent Canadian artists, politi-
cians and musicians demanded that CTV make 
things right.

The pushback from the public against their “business 
decision” to “go in another direction” had to be a surprise 
to Bell Media. After all, modern media companies treat 
TV news as a profit center not unlike the entertainment 
division, where appearance and popularity ratings are 
closely monitored, and the faces the public sees seem to 
come and go arbitrarily.

But in a news reader, the appearance of integrity is 
a part of the brand. LaFlamme’s predecessor as anchor, 
Lloyd Robertson, retired at 77 in 2011 after 27 years in 
the job, and Walter Cronkite left the CBS anchor job at 
65. Lisa LaFlamme by contrast is being pushed out at 58!

Older workers and women workers who don’t 
have the public watching when they get fired can 
relate: They know their bosses, while relying on 
their experience, still look to replace them. Expe-
rienced union teachers with bonuses for seniority 
and advanced degrees have a target on their backs, 
and veteran factory workers with aching backs 
close to a pension are right to feel nervous. 

And women workers experiencing sexual harassment 
and losing jobs arbitrarily, or discriminated against over 
pregnancy leave, is too common to surprise anyone. 

When Dove and Wendy’s and Sports Illustrated be-
gan trolling CTV with grey hair themes, one executive 
was given a leave of absence to ride out the storm. Yet 
even after that, management censored their news divi-
sion’s reporting on Lisa LaFlamme, undermining the net-
work’s integrity for a long time. —Bob McGuire

Iowa workers strike
Workers on strike at the Ingredion plant in Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa, rallied on Sept. 1, the day marking one 
month since the strike began. The workers of BCTGM 
(Bakers, Confectionary, Tobacco and Grain Millers union) 
Local 100-G voted 116-0 to reject Ingredion’s contract of-
fer; 114 voted to strike and walked out Aug. 1.

The company had made the workers at the corn pro-
cessing plant an offer they could refuse, in multiple areas: 
demanding as much as $500 more for health insurance, 
freezing the two tiers of workers in place, eliminating five 
jobs in the test lab from the bargaining unit, among its 
harsh provisions.

Ingredion had deducted from workers’ pay in 
July to pay in advance for August health insurance 
coverage—coverage they couldn’t access once they 
walked out. Yet workers showed their pay stubs to 
prove that the company took strikers’ money out of 
their final paychecks, seemingly not just illegal but 
also taunting them. 

Workers went on strike despite the preparations In-
gredion had signaled it would take to maintain produc-
tion: hiring scabs from out of town to try to learn union 
jobs, along with moving management into production. 
Workers expressed doubt that scabs could safely handle 
those jobs involving chemical processes required to pro-
duce corn starch and other corn into products. The last 
quarter with now-striking workers doing the job, the com-
pany reported a 16% increase in profit.

Solidarity has been strong from union members in 
Cedar Rapids and even from local businesses donating 
supplies. Rallies have attracted Democratic politicians 
running in November elections, but who knows if that 
will translate into the Labor Department, the NLRB and 
the courts fairly addressing Ingredion’s unfair labor prac-
tices. —Teamster in solidarity

in Skid Row, whose advocacy he described in the July-
Aug. 2019 issue of N&L: “[They have] been resisting the 
LAPD’s sweeps, harassment, criminalization, and mur-
der of the homeless population with street protests, law-
suits, and a know-your-rights campaign. They also inform 
low-rent tenants of their rights against unlawful evic-
tions, and fight for restrooms, water fountains, showers, 
laundry facilities, and trash cans in the neighborhood. 
Landlords and the media often blame the homeless for 
unsanitary conditions created by city negligence.” 
KEI SUPPORTED MANY ISSUES AND CAUSES

Kei participated in campaigns to house homeless res-
idents in vacant hotels, to fight redlining in Chinatown 
and gentrification in Boyle Heights, and to establish 
a Skid Row Neighborhood Council independent of the 
developer-laden Downtown Council. Anyone who visited 
Kei at his apartment and took a walk with him outside 
could see that he always had a little bit to share with peo-
ple living on the street who knew him by name.

In activist circles, Kei would sometimes be 
identified as a formerly interned person. Uncom-
fortable with the admiration or awe surrounding 
this issue, he tended to be most interested in put-
ting the spotlight on contemporary parallels to the 
internment of Japanese Americans, such as immi-
gration bans and family separations. 

He would draw historical comparisons. Making notes 
in his copy of Dunayevskaya’s book, Marxism and Free-
dom, in sections describing Stalin’s agrogorods and Mao’s 
communes, Kei inscribed: “Compare to J.A. Relocation… 

continued from p. 1

UN documents Uyghur 
forced labor, torture

by Bob McGuire 
As we go to press, the UN High Commission on Hu-

man Rights issued an Aug. 31 report on China’s repres-
sion of Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities, especially 
since 2017. The report is based on public records and 
leaked official documents and corroborated by the voices 
of victims of the genocide, a word the report avoids. Evi-
dence which has surfaced in spite of official obfuscation 
points to genocide that is focused on Uyghurs but targets 
Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Uzbeks and Huis as well.

The pretext for China’s campaign against Uyghurs 
was “Countering Religious Extremism.” The UN report 
does not mention that this campaign was in reaction 
to Arab Spring and the freedom movements across the 
Middle East—from Tunisia to Egypt to Syria and beyond. 
China under Xi Jinping moved to repress the possibility 
of revolution in Xinjiang just as they had done in sup-
pressing independent trade unions or popular bloggers.
PROTEST CALLED TERRORISM

Under the “anti-terrorism law system” the report 
states, “acts of legitimate protest, dissent and other hu-
man rights activities or of genuine religious activity fall 
within terrorism.” The 15 primary expressions of ex-
tremification, according China, were not just religious 
symbols like beards or scarves and closing a restaurant 
for Ramadan, but began with resisting official policy and 
using social media for propaganda. 

Official retribution was spelled out as harsh punish-
ment for serious acts but with “compassion and leniency” 
leading to education and rehabilitation for minor cases. 
The “minor cases” were major for the Chinese economy: 
they filled work camps with forced labor, contributing an 
oversized proportion of exports. It was the same principle 
as in the Black Codes of former Confederate states after 
the U.S. Civil War, when minor infractions re-enslaved 
freedmen for labor on plantations and mines.
LABOR SOLIDARITY

An important part of international labor solidarity 
is a variety of campaigns to prohibit imports from China 
made with slave labor. The UN report detailed how even 
beyond the actual walled camps, the “Vocational Edu-
cation and Training Centers,” many Uyghurs perform 
forced labor in what look like “free” factories.

The population of Xinjiang was 75% Uyghur 
and 7% Han Chinese in 1953. It is now just 45% Uy-
ghur, while 42% are Han settled there to undermine 
Uyghur control. The birth rate in heavily Uyghur 
areas has plunged nearly 60% since 2010. More 
chilling, the rate of sterilizations in Xinjiang is 7.5 
times higher than for China as a whole. Projecting 
this to just the Uyghur population likely means a 
rate of sterilization nearly twice that high.

The UN report shows that China doesn’t always 
shroud the forced labor camps in secrecy. It also brags in 
public about the camps being tools for lowering unemploy-
ment and erasing poverty. This is a reminder that steady 
work imposed on laborers is another word for enslave-
ment. With his mind on a new society, Karl Marx spelled 
out freely associated laborers as what is needed to end the 
enslavement of capitalism, private or state-run.

Kei at meeting with comrades in Los Angeles on June 5, 2018.

https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/24/us/columbus-ohio-teachers-strike/index.html
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/genres/arts
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/genres/arts
https://www.wptv.com/news/education/floridas-controversial-parental-rights-in-education-law-goes-into-effect-friday
https://www.facebook.com/groups/551978172830414/?multi_permalinks=813325073362388&ref=share
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/06/30/texas-slavery-involuntary-relocation/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/06/30/texas-slavery-involuntary-relocation/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/07/04/largest-teachers-union-florida-is-9000-teachers-short-for-the-upcoming-school-year/
https://bookriot.com/florida-teachers-remove-classroom-libraries/
https://bookriot.com/florida-teachers-remove-classroom-libraries/
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Letter to Adrienne Rich
Women’s liberation, Gay liberation & dialectic

Editor’s note: Responding to Adrienne Rich’s re-
view of Dunayevskaya’s four books (“Living the Revolu-
tion,” The Women’s Review of Books, September 1986), 
this Sept. 18, 1986, letter expands on the reason for writ-
ing Philosophy and Revolution, and on the concepts of 
“woman as revolutionary reason as well as force” and 
“new forces and new passions” of revolution. The letter 
illuminates her view of multilinearity in Marx’s late 
writings as a dimension of his concept of revolution 
in permanence concerning not only class but all social 
relations, and speaks to the question of method in to-
day’s debates about sexuality, women’s liberation and 
new subjects of revolution. Rich’s review, this letter, and 
additional correspondence are included in the Supple-
ment to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #11293.

Dear Adrienne Rich:
Your review of my four major works created an ad-

venturous journey for me. It was an adventure because it 
showed that not only does the uniqueness, the newness of 
today’s Women’s Liberation Movement no longer stand in 
the way of its appreciation of Rosa Luxemburg, the great 
revolutionary Marxist feminist, but it poses as well other 
critiques of today’s Marxism.

The simultaneity of the appearance of Women’s Lib-
eration—that had developed from an Idea whose time 
had come to a Movement—and the appearance of the 
transcription of Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks led me to 
think (evidently wrongly) that the work I was rushing to 
completion—Philosophy and Revolution—with its final 
chapter tackling “new passions and new forces,” would re-
sult in a veritable union of radical feminism and Marxist-
Humanism.

Instead, as you so cogently expressed it in your re-
view, “...a term like ‘Marxist-Humanism’ would, in the 
late sixties and early seventies, have sounded like a fu-
neral knell,” to the Women’s Liberation Movement at that 
time.

From the reception (mostly the lack of it) of 
my works by so-called orthodox Marxists, on the 
one hand, and by radical feminists, on the other 
hand, I felt that both the radical feminists and the 
post-Marx Marxists lack a philosophy of revolution 
needed for total revolution. It became clear to me 
that the Marxists were raised on Engelsian Marx-
ism, not Marx’s Marxism, i.e., what Marx from the 
very start called “a new Humanism.”

How could women, I asked myself, skip over history 
and act as if nothing happened before the 1960s? After 
all, it meant skipping over integral, crucial periods of 
their own history, be it of the 19th century or the 1930s.

In Yenan [China] in those 1930s and 1940s, some 
women were critiquing Mao Zedong himself. The 
great writer and revolutionary Ding Ling had written 
“Thoughts on March 8,” declaring the wives of the Com-
munist leaders as “Noras who came home.” Yet U.S. radi-
cal feminists not only dismissed the 1930s as “counter-
revolutionary,” but never addressed the significance of 
the battles of the housewives driven into the factories to 
become those “Rosie the Riveters,” only to be thrown out 
of the factories at the end of World War II and told to go 
back to the kitchen. 

It seemed to me that not only was a critique 
of the Women’s Liberation Movement needed, but 
it was also necessary to draw up a balance sheet 
about that missing link—philosophy—not only 
in the Women’s Liberation Movement, but among 
even the great Marxist revolutionaries.

Pardon me for smiling at the word “academic” in your 
description of Philosophy and Revolution as “the most 
academic.” What is true is that way back in 1950 when 
I was active in the Miners’ General Strike and writing 
the dispatches also on the miners’ wives, I also dug deep 
into a study of Hegel’s works. Having never been part of 
academia (I’m 76), I was not even aware that when, in 
1953, I first broke through to a new concept of Hegel’s 
Absolutes,* I had broken with the whole Hegelian tradi-
tion which saw Hegel’s Absolutes as a hierarchical sys-
tem. Instead, I saw in the Absolute, new beginnings, a 
movement from practice as well as from theory.

This is why Marx never let go of the Hegelian dialec-
tic, which he saw as “the source of all dialectics” [empha-
sis added]. Marx held Absolute Negativity—“the negation 
of the negation”—to be an active creativity that Feuerba-
chian materialism’s critique of Hegel’s idealism had not 
matched. Marx’s dialectical, historical materialism did 
not depart in its critique of Hegel, though Marx had dis-
covered a whole new continent of thought and revolution, 
of class struggles, of the Man/Woman relationship—in a 
word, “revolution in permanence.”

It was only when the turbulent 1960s ended with 
Charles de Gaulle winning in Paris, 1968, without firing 
* Over a decade after those Letters on the Absolute Idea were 
written (see my Archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection at 
Wayne State University, pp. 2431-66 and pp. 5041-5109), as I be-
gan writing my draft chapters of Philosophy and Revolution, I 
found that Hegel scholars had left the three final syllogisms of 
Hegel’s Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences (paragraphs 
575, 576, 577) fairly untouched, without realizing that it was not 
Logic, but Nature that had been the mediation, the ground for the 
self-movement of the Idea, from Phenomenology of Mind, Science 
of Logic, Philosophy of Nature, Mind, i.e., the whole Encyclopedia. 

a shot, at the very height of that massive activity that 
had relegated theory to something that could supposedly 
be caught “en route,” that I finally felt compelled publicly 
to delve into that missing dimension of philosophy—the 
Hegelian dialectic that Marx had been rooted in. To tack-
le the dialectics of thought and revolution was, I held, 
what all the new passions and new forces needed to have 
as their ground. I knew I was treading uncharted waters, 
not only among Women’s Liberationists, but among or-
thodox Marxists, but I did not expect the response to my 
findings would be such total silence.

You have hit the nail on the head when you wrote: “If, 
indeed, Marx was moving in such a direction, we 
can’t leap forward from Marx without understand-
ing where he left off and what he left to us.” That’s 
what I thought I was doing when I concretized the task as 
the need to work out the new signaled by the 1950s that I 
had designated a movement from practice that is itself a 
form of theory. I involved myself in the recording of those 
new voices, beginning with the miners on general strike, 
and their wives, in those activities against that machine, 
the “continuous miner,” which they called a “man-killer.” 
With it they had posed the question: “What kind of 
labor should man do?”

In the 1960s we 
recorded the voices 
from below in Free-
dom Riders Speak 
for Themselves (from 
Mississippi and Loui-
siana jails), as well 
as the voices and 
thoughts from the 
Mississippi Freedom 
Schools and the Free 
Speech Movement. 
This last pamphlet, 
The Free Speech 
Movement and the 
Negro Revolution, by 
Mario Savio, Eugene 
Walker, and Raya Du-
nayevskaya, as well 
as the pamphlet Notes 
on Women’s Libera-
tion: We Speak in Many Voices, were issued along with 
Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions. I had hoped that the essence of 
all these new voices and new worlds was articulated in 
Philosophy and Revolution. 

Passions, I might add—and Marx was a great 
one to talk about “new forces and new passions”—
were not restricted to what Audre Lorde calls the 
“erotic as power.” Any struggle for new human rela-
tions required not only philosophy and revolution, 
but self-development, and that both the day of revo-
lution and the day after. That nothing new, much 
less a totally new society, could be achieved cold-
bloodedly shows that the creative urge demanded 
passion. That is what brought forth from Marx 
such new language as “time is space for human de-
velopment”—and that in an article on economics.

Towards the end of your review of my books, you place 
a whole new series of problems before me. You single out 
“the edges of struggle,” asking me to expand on the ques-
tion of Women’s Liberation’s relationship to revolution, 
since sexuality—“neither sexual purity nor sexual lib-
eration”—has established any relationship to revolution. 
What remains 

still unclear [is] how, and by what historical 
forces heterosexuality has been socially con-
structed; the degree to which lesbian and gay 
liberation has been a revolutionary force; how 
actual sexual practice informs theory; the con-
ditions under which sex is work, recreation, or, 
in Audre Lorde’s phrase, “the erotic is power.”
My problem is: how can I answer the specificity of 

sexuality in the sense it is now used without seeming to 
slough it off if I reply: You are the one who must do 
it; workers work out their own emancipation and 
Blacks theirs, so must all other forces of revolu-
tion—youth, women, and women not just in gener-
al, but the very concrete question of lesbianism, or, 
for that matter, all of homosexuality.

It is true that women revolutionaries in the 19th 
and early 20th century referred to sexuality (if they used 
the word at all), and meant by it only the discrimination 
against women in labor and wages, never bringing the 
topic into the “Party,” as if it had no relation to men in the 
movement. And it is true that by the mid-20th century, 
when we began posing the subject, we were still referring, 
not to specific practices, but using the word sex as if it en-
compassed homosexual as well as heterosexual, and thus 
leaving the impression that we actually narrowed sexism 
to conditions of labor, class struggle, or race, rather than 
different sex practices. What was true was that as revolu-
tionaries we were always putting the priority on the dia-
lectics of revolution.

I believe that where I have had the greatest experi-
ence with a specific force of revolution demanding proof 
of the concreteness of freedom for itself is with the Black 
Dimension. I have been active there from literally the 

first moment I, a Ukrainian, landed on these shores, the 
first time I saw a Black man. I asked who was that? I 
took myself from the Jewish ghetto to the Black ghetto in 
the 1920s. In the 1960s, on the 100th anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, we embarked on a short his-
tory of the whole Black Dimension in American history, 
American Civilization on Trial, which had as its subtitle, 
“Black Masses as Vanguard.” I was questioned by a Black 
woman in the late 1960s about what the concept of free-
dom in Marxist-Humanism means to Black women.

Without feeling that I was evading her question, my 
answer stressed the fact that, far from Marxist-Humanist 
philosophy limiting us in the fight for total freedom for 
all, it led me to the creation of the category, “Woman as 
Revolutionary Reason as well as Force,” and that before 
Women’s Liberation had moved from an Idea to a Move-
ment. I pointed to Black women speaking for themselves 
in News & Letters not only as activists, but as columnists 
such as Ethel Dunbar in “Way of the World” and the de-
velopment of a “Woman as Reason” column. I had to re-
spond that each revolutionary force does have to concret-
ize the question for what it considers, holds, as the proof 
that freedom is here and does relate to them. No one can 

do it for Other.
I then embarked on collecting 35 years of my 

writing for Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics 
of Revolution: Reaching for the Future. Clearly, 
dialectics of revolution was still my preoccu-
pation. This time, however, I wanted to single 
out women as the subject. The aim was to show 
how total the uprooting of the old must be, be 
it in work, or culture, or leisure, or self. And 
with it, how total freedom must be, which was 
the meaning of Marx’s “revolution in perma-
nence,” that is, to continue after the overthrow 
of the old, at which point the task becomes 
most difficult, as it involves nothing short of 
such full self-development that the division be-
tween mental and manual is finally abolished.

The Introduction/Overview to that book, Wom-
en’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution, tried 
to spell out that dialectic of revolution, whether it 
dealt with labor, Black, women (Part I), or, as in Part 
II, all women, whether leaders, or ranks, or what-

ever, and in whatever period, designated “Revolutionar-
ies All.” At the same time, I had been developing the in-
dispensability of theory by speaking on “Not by Practice 
Alone: The Movement from Theory.” Where, in Part III, 
I spoke of “Sexism, Politics and Revolution” in various 
parts of the world, I posed the question without answer-
ing it: “Is There an Organizational Answer?” I deliber-
ately didn’t answer it there because I feel very strongly 
that without that missing link—philosophy—there is no 
answer to the question of organization, which of course 
means relationship to revolution.

This is exactly what I am in the process of working 
out in my book-to-be, Dialectics of Organization and Phi-
losophy: The “Party” and Forms of Organization Born out 
of Spontaneity. As you saw from Part IV of my last book, 
I traced Marx’s New Humanism together with the Dialec-
tics of Women’s Liberation in Primitive and Modern Soci-
eties. Here is how I phrased it in my new working papers: 

Put briefly, Women’s Liberation is the first dia-
lectic of revolution when it is relationship—when 
it comes out of—the new epoch itself, which we 
declared philosophically to be a movement from 
practice that is itself a form of theory, and ab-
solutely inseparable from revolution. It is 
those three elements—the epoch, the philoso-
phy, and a new force of revolution—which we, 
and we alone, named when we saw Women’s 
Liberation not only as Force, but as Reason.
My point was that before Marx learned all those 

great things about the Iroquois that excited him so much 
as to create still “new moments” for him, he wrote the 
first draft of Capital (which the Marx-Engels Institute, 
a belated century later, called the Grundrisse), where he 
analyzed pre-capitalist society and became sufficiently 
enamored of those societies that he used a most Hegelian 
phrase to designate human development—“the absolute 
movement of becoming.”

This discontinuity of epochs becomes creatively origi-
nal rather than being just an “update” when it is deeply 
rooted in continuity. The new continent of thought and of 
revolution that Marx had discovered when he broke with 
capitalism, as well as with what he called “vulgar commu-
nism,” and critiqued Hegelian dialectics, he called a “new 
Humanism.” That will remain the ground needed until 
there has been total uprooting of all forms of capitalism, 
state as well as private, including capitalist-imperialism. 
That is first when the Self-Bringing Forth of Liberty 
brings the Self-Determination of the Idea to maturity 
and the dialectic is unchained. The Universal and the In-
dividual become one, or, as Hegel put it: “Individualism 
which lets nothing interfere with its Universalism, i.e., 
Freedom.” We cannot tell in advance what a fully new hu-
man being is because we are not.

I would very much like to talk more with you. Is Chi-
cago on your calendar? Would you be interested in com-
menting on any of the sections of what I am now working 
on, Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy?

Yours, Raya Dunayevskaya

Adrienne Rich

http://rayadunayevskaya.org/ArchivePDFs/11293.pdf
http://rayadunayevskaya.org/ArchivePDFs/11293.pdf
http://rayadunayevskaya.org/ArchivePDFs/2431.pdf
http://rayadunayevskaya.org/ArchivePDFs/5041.pdf
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State-capitalism and the idea of freedom
by Urszula Wislanka

Lea Ypi, in her new book, Free (W. W. Norton & Co., 
2021), asks a most pertinent question for today. Ypi grew 
up in the 1980s and 1990s in “socialist” Albania, with its 
worship of Stalin and Enver Hoxha. She then experienced 
its 1997 transition to Western-style private capitalism, 
which called itself freedom. Living through both systems 
compelled her to ask, “What is freedom?” To work out 
the answer, she chose to study philosophy, specifically 
Kant and Hegel—and, through them, Marx.

From her experience, it was clear to her that freedom 
was not a “socialist” Albania; but neither did she find it 
in private capitalism. Her book sets out to explain the in-
adequacies, the lack of freedom, in both systems in terms 
of the lives of people she knew. She presents ideas in the 
way they are manifested in real human beings who were 
the products of social relations for which they were not re-
sponsible. Yet they still tried to rise above the limitations 
they encountered.

In a rich narrative she makes many points as she 
recounts her childhood. I will take up just one: the avail-
ability of consumer goods. In both Albania and Poland, as 
I know from my own experience, whenever anything was 
delivered, or even expected to be delivered to a store, long 
queues formed. Whatever it was, you would surely need 
it and you queued up. Ypi describes an elaborate set of 
rules for keeping your place in the queues and the form 
of solidarity that developed as a result of meeting people 
there, who often became lasting friends. 

During the ongoing pandemic in the U.S., much 
ado was made out of panic hoarding and the lines 
that formed to get toilet paper. In the early 1960s, 
when I was maybe 10 years old, I remember lining 
up in a queue as I was coming home from school. 
The queue turned out to be for toilet paper. I had no 
means to carry the 10 or so individual rolls home. 
Another person in the queue gave me a string, so 
I could hang the toilet paper as a necklace to take 
home. By and large, people felt that we—normal 
people, not high party members—were all in the 
same boat and helped each 
other.

We were constantly fed 
propaganda that we were 
building socialism and that 
sacrifices were necessary. The 
differences between the “de-
generate West” and “social-
ist” countries were continu-
ously pointed out. “Socialism” 
prided itself on having no 
unemployment. Everyone was 
assigned a job, everyone expe-
rienced the same lack of goods 
to buy with their wages. 

As you are growing up, 
you accept that this is how 
things are. The rhetoric of “building socialism,” as a soci-
ety where everyone is equal, has some appeal. The vaunt-
ed equality was experienced as the same shortages for 
almost everyone, though not for the party functionaries 
who had their own access to necessities as well as luxury 
goods.
CAPITAL IS A SOCIAL RELATION

The availability of consumer goods in the West as 
shown on TV, etc., was a dream, but did not have much 
bearing on the reality of life. Neither Ypi nor I felt that 
goods were the important aspect of life that was miss-
ing. But it was really obvious to everyone that the Plan, 
planned production, was decided by the state, a body 
above “normal” people.

What was the actual nature of society in East Eu-
rope? In 1964 Jacek Kuron and Karol Modzelewski wrote 
an “Open Letter to the Party.” They were firm in their 
opposition to Western capitalism, yet they did not shrink 
from calling the party bureaucracy in Poland “the red 
bourgeoisie.” They were promptly arrested and impris-
oned, their letter confiscated. But the truth cannot be so 
easily silenced.

Decades earlier, in 1941, Raya Dunayevskaya wrote, 
“The determining factor in analyzing the class nature of 
society is not whether the means of production are the 
private property of the capitalist class or are state-owned, 
but whether the means of production are capital...”*

Marx makes abundantly clear that neither mon-
ey nor machinery is in and of itself capital. Capital 
is a specific social relation. The specific nature of 
capitalist relations is that workers are “free” in a 
double sense: freed from their previous social rela-
tions—of bondage, serfdom, etc.—and freed of any 
material means of making a living. Workers have to 
sell their abilities—expressed in their life activity, 
their labor—as a commodity in order to purchase 
the necessaries of life, which are also produced as 
commodities.

In Vol. I of Capital, Marx warned that the ultimate 
capitalist accumulation and concentration would be 
reached when all capital in a given society was in the 
hands of one capitalist or one capitalist entity, but that 
concentration would not alter the specific nature of capi-
talism. Capitalism itself changes: from competition be-
* “The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Is a Capitalist Society” 
by Freddie James (Raya Dunayevskaya), Feb. 20, 1941

labor time in things as the only objective window on real-
ity and social existence.

This abstraction, which mediates our human rela-
tions and perception of reality, cannot be overcome by 
even the most profound economic analysis (like the theory 
of state-capitalism). Discovering that labor is the source 
of value could not get us out of capitalism, because for the 
economists who discovered it the only labor that “counts” 
is abstract labor measured in time attached to things hu-
mans create (the definition of fetishism).
A NEW SENSE OF OBJECTIVITY

“Abstract labor” is a total fiction. For Marx, objectivi-
ty is not this religious fetishistic belief. Objectivity emerg-
es from human activity itself as humans engage an “ex-

ternal” nature, their “inorganic 
self.” Marx saw possibilities for 
such a new sense of objectivity 
to arise in multiple movements 
of his day: the Parisian work-
ers in 1844, the slave revolts in 
America as well as the rising 
of serfs within Russia, and the 
self-organization of the 1871 
Paris Commune. Every one of 
those movements clarified for 
him that a new social reality 
can emerge only when: 1) the 
masses create those new mo-
ments of social solidarity and 
2) that they are recognized as 
a moment in the process of our 
development, the self-realiza-
tion of the idea of freedom.** 

Freedom is not a goal, in the 
sense of something fixed, but 
the self-recognition of positive 
humanism, forever changing, 
unleashing human capacities 
in ourselves and in nature.

At every point in human 
history, freedom demands 
we face the power of the ab-
stractions that mediate our 

reality and overcome their fixity. Today humanity 
is facing an absolute abyss.

As the recent News & Letters essay cited above puts 
it:

“Ours is a time of extremes, a time of multiple total 
crises—ecological, economic, political, including a geno-
cidal scapegoating of minorities, and multitudes crossing 
borders everywhere, searching for freedom and survival. 
Ours is also a time of widespread despair and hopeless-
ness about the future in the face of a 1930s-style, globally 
stalled capital accumulation with its political devolution 
into other-hating fascism, fomenting new forms of geno-
cide and ever new realignments for another round of total 
war…

“Dunayevskaya, who had long called ours an ‘age of 
absolutes,’ posed... a task for each generation to recreate 
the revolutionary dialectic anew and meet the challenge 
not only from practice but from the self-development of 
the Idea.”

The Marxist-Humanist theory of state-capitalism is 
no mere objective analysis of a new stage of capitalism. It 
is a return to the idea of freedom that shaped all of Marx’s 
work. Ypi’s turn to philosophy to reinvestigate freedom 
as a universal is another sign that realizing the idea of 
freedom, and recognizing its self-development, is the most 
concrete pathway to meeting the challenge of our time.
** “Marx’s Demystified Dialectic and the ‘New Society’” by Ron 
Kelch, News & Letters, Jan.-Feb. 2022.

tween various capitalists evolve monopolies. The “ideal” 
for capitalism is to have a single, planned production. The 
difference is not between “market anarchy” and “planned 
production.” The difference is between the despotic plan 
of capital—whose only window on reality is abstract, 
alienated labor—vs. the plan of freely associated people, 
whose life activity, their labor, is inseparable from their 
genuine participation in, their contribution to the recog-
nized creation of themselves and society.
MEANS OF PRODUCTION vs. MEANS OF 
CONSUMPTION

In Vol. II of Capital, Marx takes up the perspective 
on capitalist society visible to economists, i.e., circulation. 
He reiterates over and over that all phenomena observed 
in circulation have their roots 
in production. But to make the 
specific working of capitalist 
circulation very clear, he divides 
production into Department 
I: production of the means of 
production, and Department II: 
production of the means of con-
sumption. He makes the point 
that production of the means of 
consumption cannot be greater 
than the means of subsistence 
for labor plus the luxuries for 
the ruling class, such as party 
apparatchiks. 

He shows in great detail, 
and with many examples, that 
the way capitalist production 
grows, once it takes over all 
previous forms, is by expand-
ing production of the means of 
production at the cost of invest-
ment in producing the means of 
consumption. Thus the queues.

Raya Dunayevskaya in the 
1940s used official Russian 
statistics in their published 
production plans to prove the 
specifically capitalist nature of 
production in “socialist” Russia. For people living in Al-
bania or Poland, this fact was directly observable in the 
perennial shortages of the most basic consumer goods.

Creating the theory of state-capitalism allowed 
Dunayevskaya to not only describe the objective 
class analysis in “socialist” countries, but to point 
to the specific nature of workers’ revolt: “the low 
labor productivity of the Russian worker[s] is not 
a sign of [their] backwardness but a sign of [their] 
continuous revolt against the conditions of produc-
tion...” (Marxism and Freedom, p. 234.)

This, too, was obvious to ordinary people. A popular 
quip in Poland was “they pretend to pay us, we pretend to 
work.” (Pay, of course, was not only the amount of money, 
but the inability to purchase basic necessities.)

The theory of state-capitalism was necessary to make 
sense of the post-1930s world. It allowed Dunayevskaya 
to see it not only as a Russian phenomenon, but as a new 
world stage of capitalism. World War II revealed state 
intervention as indispensable in all capitalist countries. 
The economy has never been separate from politics. But 
with the Great Depression, it became obvious that capi-
talism cannot function without both state support and 
state terror culminating in permanent war.

The collapse of capitalist production, manifested 
in the decline in the rate of profit and economic crises, 
resulted in the rise of fascism and led to World War II. 
We are again witnessing such a collapse. Capital goes on 
strike and politically this appears as a new rise of fascism 
from Trumpism in the U.S. to Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.
WHAT IS FREEDOM?

Just as in the 1940s, capitalist response to economic 
crisis is permanent war. Everyone knows that the current 
reality is unsustainable. What is in doubt, what needs an 
answer urgently, is the question Lea Ypi asks: What is 
freedom? She doesn’t provide an answer.

Social solidarity, such as what she saw among the 
people in the queues, can be the beginning of freedom. 
The very name of Polish opposition to state-capitalism in 
1980-81 was “Solidarity.” But it can get fixed and then 
transformed into its opposite. When Solidarity came to 
power in 1989, it was just an echo of 1980, and by now it 
is a complete travesty of that original impulse.

A different way to organize society appears 
spontaneously in many forms. Right now we are 
witnessing pretty fundamental, and totally unex-
pected, new social relations in Ukraine. The whole 
population—Ukrainians, Russians, Jews, men and 
women—rose up against Putin’s invasion and his 
attempted genocidal erasure of their national iden-
tity. National consciousness, that is not national-
ism (as Frantz Fanon pointed out), can be a mani-
festation of the idea of freedom in the form of a new 
humanism. 

The social solidarity we witness in Ukraine can be-
come full freedom if it goes beyond its opposition to the 
immediate conditions, the Russian invasion, and derives 
its meaning from its own free association, its own social 
solidarity capable of challenging the internal barrier 
within capitalism: the abstraction of socially necessary 

ESSAY

Toilet paper necklace

Monkeypox, inequality 
and imperialism

Toledo, Ohio—In July the World Health Organization 
(WHO) declared monkeypox a global health emergency. 
In August the U.S. government finally declared monkey-
pox a health emergency. Cases of the extremely painful, 
contagious disease are rising around the world. It has 
spread to 85 countries. As of this writing there are more 
than 14,000 reported cases in the U.S. 

This did not have to go this way. There is a well-
known vaccine—the smallpox vaccine—which in 
past years was held in massive stockpiles in mil-
lions of doses around the world and also works on 
monkeypox. But for decades the disease existed al-
most exclusively in Africa and was not studied by 
scientists outside of Africa. Although the continent 
of Africa had thousands of cases and hundreds of 
deaths, it got NO vaccines for monkeypox, and got 
none of the medicine to treat monkeypox.

This is one of the more stark expressions of the bit-
ter reality: to the global system of capitalist imperialism, 
the lives of people in Africa mean nothing. (Another stark 
expression: two years after the COVID vaccine was de-
veloped, less than 19.8% of Africans are vaccinated for 
COVID.)

Monkeypox, which could have been contained in Af-
rica, and its spread there greatly reduced, is now spread-
ing worldwide. 
—Comrade Easley #306400, Instagram: @DecarcerateOhio_33

https://twitter.com/AMarch4OurLives/status/1535698381456166913/photo/1
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ABORTION RIGHTS STRUGGLES
The whole nation took notice on Aug. 

2, when Kansas voters rejected the at-
tempt to strip away the right to abortion 
from the 1859 State Constitution adopt-
ed when Kansas abolitionists fended off 
raids from Missouri pro-slavery mobs to 
preserve Kansas as a free state. As a born-
and-bred Kansan, I expected that victory 
for women’s rights despite anti-abortion 
ad campaigns designed to confuse voters. 
But I was stunned by the 59%-41% victo-
ry. Voters in other Republican-dominated 
states would likely also defend women’s 
rights if given the chance. But the lesson 
the Christian nationalists took away was 
to prevent any referendum that would al-
low those voices, like the gerrymandered 
Indiana Legislature that thwarted the 
voice of the people by immediately impos-
ing a new draconian anti-abortion law.

 Truck driver
Kansas City, Kansas

***
In Indiana, Republicans banned al-

most all the abortions in their state. This 
is unspeakably cruel. Hoosier women will 
become less than full citizens, losing their 
right to control their reproduction, fami-
lies, bodies, their very futures.

Sharon M.
Chicago 

***
The focus of “Their Target: Women’s 

Freedom” (July-Aug. 2022 N&L) is the 
meaning of Roe v. Wade, which the deci-
sion overturned. Healthcare is a human 
right. Shutting down women’s clinics 
means taking away access to mammo-
grams, treatment for STDs, and more, 
especially for poor women. Some clinics 
didn’t even wait for the ruling and closed, 
but others moved to another state or got 
rides for women to other states. Some 
women are requesting sterilization, which 
reminds me of forced sterilization. 

 Woman teacher
Illinois

***
I worry that these abortion bans will 

make life more dangerous for the women 
who will still 
seek them. 
People seem 
to have for-
gotten that 
some of the 
mass murder-
ers of the ear-
ly industrial/
urbanized era 
were doctors 
who promot-

ed themselves as abortionists, the most 
famous being H.H. Holmes. I don’t believe 
these politicians truly understand that 
when you attack the agency of one group, 
you bolster the agency of other, sometimes 
nefarious, groups. If you are someone who 
will still try to get an abortion, please be 
safe. Prisoner

Wisconsin 
***

The Supreme Court’s Dobbs deci-
sion overturning Roe v. Wade is not alone 
about abortion rights. It is based on 
knocking down the right to privacy, and 
major 5-4 Supreme Court decisions based 
on it, which recognized rights to same-sex 
relations, marriage equality, birth control, 
even interracial marriage.

Activist lawyer
Michigan

***
On “Nationwide marches for abortion 

rights” (July-Aug. 2022 N&L), a broad 
range of issues were addressed at the 
march in Detroit. There were many young 
people, women, men and nonbinary. Elec-

toral politics cannot solve our problems 
and can co-opt well-intentioned people. 
Voting has to be seen as one step in the 
larger battle for the preservation of elec-
tions; the security of elections from start 
to finish. It is true that attacks on democ-
racy and attacks on women reinforce each 
other, and we have to fight back.

Teacher
Michigan

•
UKRAINE, RUSSIA AND THE LEFT

Historically, Marxist analysis of im-
perialist wars disclosed the internal dy-
namics of a given country: economic crisis, 
class divisions, etc. I find such analysis 
lacking today. Many abstract analysts 
point to realignment of the global order 
and the acquisition of new markets. How-
ever, such a view ignores the fact that 
despite Ukraine’s political drifting away 
from Russia, their economy remains tied 
to that country. A fresh eye is needed to 
trace Russia’s political-economic crisis, es-
pecially since the deep global recession of 
2008-09. Focus needs to be brought back 
from market to production relations. 

Raha
Northern California

***
I really enjoyed the July-Aug. 2022 is-

sue of N&L as well as “Left apologetics for 
Putin,” the web-only appendix to the essay 
“Society in the grip of genocidal ideology.” 
The left adopting Putin is ridiculous be-
cause: 1. Like all dictators he has dreams 
of ruling the world. He made clear that 
this is his goal. 2. He has not shown much 
support for the working class in Rus-
sia—he certainly isn’t for the serfs tak-
ing control—and has carried out silencing 
all opposition. 3. There is no free press in 
Russia.  Sue S.

Chicago
***

Thank you for “Left Apologetics for 
Putin.” The left and the right are thor-
oughly just different flavors of fascism; 
you can choose whether the gas smells like 
almonds or tutti frutti, nothing more.

 Eric Pepke
Virginia

***
War and revolution forever induces 

a great divide between revolutionaries, 
beginning with the Franco-German war 
and the aftermath of the Paris Commune: 
Marx’s Marxism vs. statism. Or World 
War I and the divide within the Second 
International. Or Dunayevskaya’s break 
with Leon Trotsky during World War II. 
What we are witnessing today with Rus-
sia’s imperial war on Ukraine, is the be-
ginning of a global realignment within the 
Left. “Left Apologetics for Putin” is a very 
good contribution in this regard.

An Iranian Revolutionary
California

•
MARX AND TRANSGENDER

“Marx and Transgender“ (March-
April 2015 N&L) is a ridiculously 
stretched interpretation of Marx. The au-
thor, Ron Kelch, could have just as easily 
cited the Bible, Mein Kampf, or the United 
World Wrestling Rules to get to the same 
conclusions. What a travesty of an intel-
lectual mind-game. Mr. Kelch should be 
ashamed. Smb

Cyberspace
***

SMB, this isn’t a stretch at all. The 
essence of Marxist-Humanism is social 
self-creation, hence the ability to forge our 
own relationships to our own bodies and 
sexuality is straightforward extrapola-
tion of that basic Marxist point. Mr. Kelch 
should be proud for connecting the tenets 
of Marxist philosophy to emerging strug-
gles for self-liberation, exactly what Marx-
ist-Humanism should be doing instead of 
trying to hold on desperately to an image 
of feminist struggle from the 1970s as so 
many of us often do. Logan O’Hara

UK

•
WORLD FOOD CRISIS

I appreciate the article “War, climate 
chaos, capitalism, COVID: World food 
crisis spreads” (July-Aug. N&L). Beyond 
war, climate chaos and capitalism lies the 
question: what kind of food system? This is 
also addressed in the accompanying state-
ment from La Via Campesina. What kind 
of food is produced, and how? Cattle and 
chickens are raised on factory farms where 
their manure is wasted as environmental 
pollution, instead of being returned to the 
land as fertilizer. Even the kinds of food 
produced malnourish those who consume 
them to excess because of poverty, as how 
sugar production killed more slaves than 
cotton and tobacco farming and process-
ing. It reaches into all aspects of life: the 
baby formula shortage was born out of 
the capitalist push to commodify baby 
foods instead of supporting breastfeeding. 
As the article concludes, many paths are 
needed. The Marx quotes were very rel-
evant.  Susan Van Gelder

Detroit
***

There is still enough food to feed ev-
eryone in the world. That has been true 
from the 1840s Irish famine to the Ben-
gal famine of 1943. Often, food was being 
exported from regions where people were 
starving. Alternative paths of develop-
ment were manifested especially in the 
African Revolutions of the 1950s and ’60s, 
until leaders separated from masses and 
got pulled into the capitalist world mar-
ket. Labor and resources were extracted—
and now it’s coming home to roost. Even 
though existing alternatives are not on 
the scale of a whole society, there are non-
capitalist ways to produce and use food.

Environmentalist
Southern California

***
The nuts and bolts of how we end this 

system is absolutely necessary. We need to 
know the statistics of hunger and home-
lessness. It’s necessary to listen to the 
voice of hunger, of need, and what causes 
war. Karl Marx left us a way for translat-
ing human need to motivate change—like 
in a blues song. Sometimes I need to see 
the hungry human being, the exploited 
laborer. We have to have organization so 
we are not just swimming in sentiment, 
though feeling is a part of it. Hegel says 
the human being, like other animals, is 
motivated by feelings and irritation. We 
also have a human nature to work out 
ways to realize our sentiment. Paul Geist

New York

•
NORMALIZED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

“The hell of normalized domestic vio-
lence“ (July-Aug. 2022 N&L) is a power-
ful revelation of abuse in the household. 
Many more people are abused at home 
than outside it. This is all about human 
liberation breaking the chains of fam-
ily relations, honor, respect, and all other 
niceties. Manel

Spain

•
ECUADOR’S UPRISING

On “Ecuador’s Indigenous fight for 
means of life” (July-August 2022 N&L): 
A friend in Quito tells me that it was the 
biggest uprising since the near revolution 
of 2000 which ousted then President Ma-
huad. Since the days of the dictatorship, 
the Indigenous and campesinos, joined 
by workers and civil society, have been 
the major force for reason and justice and 
have toppled the governments of Bucaram 
and Gutiérrez as well as Mahuad. Lasso, 
whose approval rating has dropped steadi-
ly in the face of prison riots and gang vio-
lence, is on notice. Roger Hollander

Canada

READERS’VIEWS

Kei was al-
ready “old” when 
I met him some 
30 years ago, but 
he was one of the 
youngest people 
I ever knew. His 
energy had no 
bounds. I remem-
ber dancing with 
him at a bar and 
him getting down! 
He could talk for 
hours with great excitement about the 
movement, his conversations with the 
people he’d met at protests or on the street, 
about Marxist-Humanism, art, addiction, 
nutrition, alternative medicine, music. 
He had an openness most adults don’t. 
Some of that was because he was unsure 
of himself. The openness to rethinking, 
to hearing others’ thoughts, was a mea-
sure of how much he respected the op-
pressed and the seriousness with which 
he took his responsibility as an American 
revolutionary Marxist-Humanist. When 
the U.S. government finally paid repa-
rations for having traumatized Kei and 
thousands of other Japanese Americans 
in the internment camps, he got up at a 
News and Letters Committees convention 
and donated every penny to the organiza-
tion. He wanted it to be put to building a 
new society, one that would never intern 
anyone again, and so much more. This, 
from a man who lived in poverty, was 
marginally housed, and who could have 
really used the money. Kei was willing to 
do whatever it took to build a new world. 
That was his love, his life, his passion. It 
wasn’t a sacrifice as far as he was con-
cerned. And I loved him.

 Sonia Bergonzi 
Chicago

***
Kei was a superb and attentive lis-

tener. When he took minutes of a meet-
ing, they arrived neatly handwritten and 
accurate and you could feel as though 
you were there. When you spoke to Kei, 
he would often check back with you to be 
sure that he fully understood what you 
said. He seemed much younger than he 
was, with his energy, spontaneity, gener-
osity, upbeat personality, and openness 
of spirit. Those who had the privilege to 

know and work with him will remember 
him with fondness and deep respect.

 D. Chêneville
San Francisco 

***
Journalist Basho is already missed 

by me. He worked for the freedom of all. 
His writing conveyed that clearly. He 
marched with freedom-lovers over and 
over again. He was brave. After Rodney 
King’s murder, Basho was determined to 
work with Black people seeing justice in 
a Black-Korean neighborhood near his 
home. He wanted freedom and justice for 
Korean-Americans as well.  Kaitlin

Halifax, Canada
***

What a loss we feel with the passing 
of Kei Utsumi. Despite his small stature, 
he was a fearless revolutionary, heed-
less of threats to his safety if he could 
spread the voices of freedom. One Black 
activist in Los Angeles expressed awe at 
Kei’s personal courage when he attended 
meeting after meeting in the Black com-
munity in the aftermath of the Los An-
geles Rebellion after a Korean-American 
shopkeeper had murdered 15-year-old 
Latasha Hawkins and got off without jail 
time. Kei demonstrated solidarity with 
Black revolutionaries even in the face of 
bitterness toward Koreans, when some 
he encountered didn’t know that Kei 
wasn’t Korean himself. Bob McGuire

Nova Scotia, Canada
***

On a visit to Los Angeles, I watched 
Kei distribute N&L to college students. 
To watch was to learn about the impor-
tance of ideas. He thought that everyone 
he encountered—from students, to pro-
fessors, to the janitorial workers—had 
something important to learn from a copy 
of this paper as well as something to con-
tribute to it. Even though walking was 
difficult for him, he practically ran after 
people to offer them N&L and tell them 
about why they should read it. That ir-
ritated some people, but it seemed that 
most people caught what I did, the sin-
cerity of his interest and the importance 
to him of these ideas of Marxist-Human-
ism. He really humbled me that day. I’ll 
miss him and his passion for ideas that 
today seems so rare. Terry Moon

Chicago

KEI UTSUMI (BASHO), 1935-2022
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HEGEL’S THIRD ATTITUDE 
On “Hegel’s Third Attitude Today” 

(May-June 2022 N&L): How we come to 
what we believe is personal and related 
to organization. Hamlet’s “outrageous for-
tune” is the pain we experience. We take 
arms against a sea of troubles and by op-
posing, end them: the revolution. What 
dreams may come with that must give us 
pause. We intuitively perceive a wrong, 
but a dream comes of something better. 
Through personal creativity we see a bet-
ter world. I was depressed by politics in the 
1960s but woke up with the Black Free-
dom movement. An idea begins in dream, 
intuition; then we mix the two: How are 
you going to organize and move forward? 
With mediation we recognize others with 
the same idea. There has to be a way we 
respect individual perceptions, but bring 
them together with organization that is 
open to different ideas. Imagination can 
help develop openness to the desire to be 
liberated, and constantly overcoming, de-
veloping universality. Paul Geist

New York
***

Dunayevskaya points out that Hegel 
said intuition was progressive in an earlier 
period, with Descarte’s “I think, therefore 
I am.” At this moment when both Left and 
Right are drowning in intuitionalism, the 
Third Attitude seems all-powerful. Slings 
and arrows can be what oppresses you and 
also what intuitionalism runs from: what 
Hegel calls the seriousness, the suffering, 
the patience, and the labor of the nega-
tive. This highly abstract question is the 
question.  Steve

Detroit
***

I felt like I was living in Raya’s and 
Hegel’s worlds, with the objective situa-
tion today. Truth as subjective knowledge 
describes the Big Lies of the reactionar-
ies, which are then “exaggerated into a 
fact of the consciousness of all.” It was less 
than six years ago when Trump’s press 
secretary shocked us by talking about “al-
ternative facts.” We were sure that every-
one would see it was a feeble excuse. Now 
those “alternative facts” (Big Lies) are ac-
cepted as reality by nearly half of the U.S. 
Rational, evidence-based discourse is com-
pletely uncomprehended and ignored by a 
large percentage of Americans. They come 
to believe what they once questioned, like 
the personhood of a fetus. Dunayevskaya’s 
letters to Hegel scholars bring in a new el-
ement, organization. How will philosophy 

be realized in organizations that will take 
us to a human society?

 Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
The Third At-

titude is all over, 
right wing, center, 
left wing. Analyses 
blame widespread 
toxic delusions on 
social media and 
Fox News, which 
do play a role. Du-
nayevskaya takes it 
to a deeper philosophic level by looking to 
Hegel’s analysis. You can’t just argue the 
facts. How do we ground ourselves in phi-
losophy? Most of the Left talk about the 
need to unite the Left, as if we had the 
numbers. The power of philosophy is too 
often overlooked but is crucial for building 
a movement and uniting theory and prac-
tice. Reactionaries want a fantasy past 
and are very determined to brainwash 
people. The power of the idea is essential 
for opposing that.

Franklin Dmitryev
Chicago

•
CAPITAL, FASCISM & REVOLUTION

At a recent meeting we discussed a 
debate between Raya Dunayevskaya and 
Max Shachtman from May 1947 that has 
direct relevance to what is happening in 
the U.S. today. On the surface, the debate 
was merely over whether the Russian sys-
tem was state-capitalism or bureaucratic 
collectivism. What was really at stake was 
whether capitalism in crisis would lead 
to socialist revolution or to a new non-
capitalist, non-socialist society free of the 
contradictions of capitalism. Shachtman 
and his followers thought that revolution 
was off the table and that the movement 
should instead fight for democratic re-
forms. Today, capitalism in crisis has pro-
duced Trumpism. Again there is a fight 
for democracy, allegedly led by the Demo-
cratic Party and anti-Trump Republicans. 
We absolutely do need to fight to preserve 
democracy but political democracy alone 
will never defeat fascism in all of its ugly 
reincarnations.

Dan B. 
Flint

•

GRASPING THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES
In Raya Dunayevskaya’s “Hegel’s call 

to grasp spirit of the times,” in the July-
Aug. 2022 issue, Hegel comes alive for her 
day and ours. She presents provocative 
readings of a number of Hegelian catego-
ries. Perhaps her most revolutionary read-
ing is within Hegel’s Absolutes, which 
she breaks down to a dual movement: a 
movement from practice to theory which 
she sees as a form of theory as in work-
ers’ opposition to capital, the Black free-
dom struggles, women’s liberation, etc.; 
and a movement from theory to meet that 
practice from below, which is itself reach-
ing toward the fullness of dialectical phi-
losophy. Hence, the continual necessity for 
revolutionary thinker-activists to return 
to Hegel as well as Marx for our day. It 
is deeply frustrating that so few activist 
thinkers want to engage with Dunayevs-
kaya.  Eugene Walker

Mexico

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS
I was not aware that Black August 

went deeper than George Jackson’s move-
ment and struggles. (See “Black August, 
from 1971 to 2011-13,” Nov.-Dec. 2019 
N&L.) Black August is important to me 
because it acknowledges what is left out 
in relation to Black history and what we 
should know. It’s special to me to keep 
that history alive as we continue today to 
strive for the same causes and rights that 
all men and women should have but are 
deprived of because of our race or incar-
ceration. So, to remember, uplift the con-
cept of Black August which gives us power, 
motivation, and reason to keep striving for 
what’s right and keep hope and change 
alive. Prisoner 

Texas
***

Lumberton Correctional Institution 
is a medical camp. They have guys with 
breathing machines, some in wheelchairs, 
some with walkers, and some with canes. 
But there is no air conditioning in the 
dorms at all. We only have fans here. It 
gets really hot at times. I see why the 
breathing machines overheat so quick. It 
gets really hot when we take our showers. 
The exhaust in the showers doesn’t work 
at all. It gets really, really hot then. So, 
what to do about it? I heard they are sup-
posed to put air conditioning in all the 
North Carolina prisons. They have a nice 

size budget, I hear. I just want to get my 
words out there to someone that will help 
us out.  Prisoner 

Lumberton, N.C.
***

At Hays State Prison, the neo-slave 
plantation, I’m being subjected to dehu-
manization in segregation, deprivation 
of “basic human needs” by prison officials 
acting in deliberate indifference toward 
prison conditions. I have been in Admin-
istrative Segregation housing unit for 
almost nine months, without a hearing, 
no disciplinary reason, infringing my due 
process constitutional rights and DOC pol-
icies. I’ve been deprived of exercise outside 

of my cell for 
almost nine 
months. The 
grievance sys-
tem is sabo-
taged with 
doctored docu-
mentation, 
which don’t get 
processed cor-

rectly to appeal through the Office of the 
Ombudsman. This institution recently 
failed its audit in several departments, 
even though administration covered their 
tracks. All my radical reformists, in our 
togetherness: Let’s change the inhuman 
conditions of prison and focus on the is-
sues the government ignores because it’s 
All of Us or None! Prisoner 

Trion, Ga.
***

I am a prisoner in ad-seg. Here at 
Southeast Correctional Center, Tracy 
Medlock and the conservative Republican 
evangelical Christian white supremacists 
are routinely violating our First Amend-
ment rights by quoting policies that often 
do not even apply, in vague ways, to censor 
our mail. And now, though the offender 
mail policy states we are to receive mail 
sent directly from a vendor, publisher, or 
distributor, they are seeking to classify 
items whose views they do not agree with 
as “personal mail” in order to prevent us 
from receiving it.  Prisoner 

Charleston, Mo.

TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to N&L? It will 
be shared with many others. Prison-
ers are eligible to continue their free 
subscriptions when they first get re-
leased, a time when the system tries 
to make them forget the struggle.

https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-hegels-third-attitude-today/
https://www.marxists.org/archive/shachtma/1947/05/debate.html
https://www.marxists.org/archive/shachtma/1947/05/debate.html
https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-hegels-call-to-grasp-spirit-of-the-times/
https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-hegels-call-to-grasp-spirit-of-the-times/
https://newsandletters.org/essay-black-august-1971-2011-13-2/
https://newsandletters.org/essay-black-august-1971-2011-13-2/
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San Francisco—This May, The New York Times pub-
lished a detailed account of devastating “reparations” im-
posed on Haiti after it won independence from France. In 
a stunning perversion of any concept of justice, the former 
slaves were forced to pay billions to their former masters 
to recompense them for loss of their “property.”

The undermining of a Black nation, whose people 
won their own freedom, has been ongoing ever since. The 
present state of political unrest and economic misery con-
tinues almost uninterrupted since 1804.
IMPOSING BURDENS ON NEWLY FREED

On July 28 Haiti Action Committee called on 
Citibank—an institution which, according to the speakers, 
made a lot of money on slavery, made many slave owners 
very rich, and which today opposes any expenditures 
for health or education in Haiti—to stop funding death 
squads and others who massacre Haitians demanding the 
right to even stay on their own land.

People in Haiti continue to struggle just to survive. 
This February, thousands of Haitian garment workers 
demanded an end to horrifying working conditions and 

demanded a wage increase from $4.80 for a nine-hour 
workday to $14.40 per day. 

Just the cost of transportation to and from the facto-
ry would take up to 40% of their wages. The government 
unleashed police terror on the strikers, though they did 
offer a small raise, to $7 per day.
LET REPARATIONS RETURN TO HAITIAN PEOPLE

Of course, any calls for France, or U.S., or Citibank, 
to pay reparations are not intended as windfall for the 
present corrupt government. The question is whether 
they can help form a basis for a free and democratic Hai-
ti, with resources to establish a society in which all can 
flourish.

The wish for a better society resonated with many 
people present at the demonstration, including Black 
Lives Matter and SF Committee for Human Rights in the 
Philippines. Demonstrators chanted: “No to occupation! 
Yes to Liberation!” —Urszula Wislanka

Lindokuhle Mnguni assassinated
Statement from Abahlali baseMjondolo 

Durban, South Africa—In the early morning hours 
of Aug. 20, Lindokuhle Mnguni, the chairperson of the 
eKhenana Commune and the Youth League, was assas-
sinated at the Commune.

Mnguni was a powerful intellectual with a mind like 
a razor. He was a young man with vision and commit-
ment, a brave man whose will to struggle was not broken 
by six months in prison, long periods in hiding and having 
to bury two close comrades this year. 

He was interested in radical ideas while in high 
school and he read Biko, Fanon, Malcolm X and 
Marx. Mnguni ran a reading group in prison with 
books such as The Wretched of the Earth and Peda-
gogy of the Oppressed and various pamphlets that 
we were able to smuggle into the prison at his re-
quest. He was a communist and an internationalist. 

Meetings at the Commune always started with “The 
Internationale.” The Communist Manifesto was studied 
line by line in the Frantz Fanon School along with writers 
like Fanon and Freire. Even living under constant threat, 
Mnguni was in solidarity with the struggle against the 
monarchy in Swaziland and led a delegation there when 
the People’s United Democratic Movement lost a comrade. 
‘COMMITMENT TO OPPOSE PATRIARCHY’

Mnguni’s vision and commitment were central to the 
achievements of the Commune, including the struggle to 
occupy and hold the land, the model of democratic self-
organization developed in the Commune, its militant 
commitment to oppose patriarchy, the successful urban 
farming projects, the collectively managed shop and 
kitchen, the creche (nursery), the poetry project and, 
of course, the Frantz Fanon School, which attracted 
militants from around the country and beyond. 

It was his vision that the school would become a place 
of learning and building solidarity for the international 
left. The next step in his vision was to build accommoda-
tions for visitors to the school. 

The land on which the eKhenena Commune was de-
veloped was first occupied in 2018. From there democratic 
self-organization was developed, confronting many chal-
lenges along the way, including repeated illegal and vio-
lent attempts by the municipality to crush the Commune 
and intimidation and violence from local ANC structures. 
The Commune then developed all kinds of collective proj-
ects, including the successful food sovereignty project, 
started with seeds donated by the Landless Workers’ 
Movement in Brazil. 

The Commune faced severe repression. There were 
regular arrests and periods of imprisonment on fake 
charges. People’s homes were burnt. There were two 
assassinations: Ayanda Ngila, another leader of the 
Commune who spent six months in prison with Mnguni 
on bogus charges, was assassinated on 8 March, and 
Nokuthula Mabasao was assassinated on 5 May. 

Mnguni knew that he had chosen to live and struggle 
in the shadow of death. He made it very clear, in his calm 
and gentle way, that he had chosen socialism or death. 
This is how he gave meaning to his life in a world of op-
pression that gave no value to his life, and how he en-
riched all of our lives. 

Mnguni is the 24th leader of our movement who 

has died at the hands of the police and the izinkabi 
(hit men) hired by the ruling party. We have no 
doubt that the killers of Mnguni are the same peo-
ple who murdered Ngila and Mabaso.

Our hearts are heavy. We have lost a real leader 
with a very bright future. We have lost someone who 
was prepared to lay down his life for the Commune, 
the movement and the struggle for a world where land, 
wealth and power are shared and the humanity of all is 
recognized. He was a selfless leader who believed that 
we must fight without compromise against capitalism, 
imperialism, racism and the thieves and thugs in the 
ANC.
‘WE WILL CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE’

We need solidarity. The residents need to know that 
they are not alone as they face the possibility of death and 
the destruction of all that they have worked for. 

We are Mnguni and we are socialists. We will con-
tinue the struggle. 

We sing “The Internationale” because it is a song 
for the world and we are internationalists who take our 
place in the world as comrades among other comrades. 
But from today we will also sing “The Internationale” for 
Mnguni. It is a song for the world, it is our song and it is 
also his song.

Hamba kahle qhawe lamaqhawe
Uyibekile induku ebandla

–Thapelo Mohapi 084 576 5117, S’bu Zikode 083 5470 474, 
Mqapheli Bonono 073 067 3274

Maasai evictions
by Franklin Dmitryev

The Tanzanian state is evicting thousands of Maasai, 
an Indigenous people in Kenya and Tanzania with a semi-
nomadic pastoralist way of life based on their land and 
cattle, to make a game preserve for United Arab Emirates 
royalty. UAE’s Otterlo Business Corporation is calling for 
the “clearance” of 70,000 Maasai and about 200,000 live-
stock from Loliondo. 

Maasai protests have been suppressed. They have 
been shot at, beaten, teargassed, arrested. Hundreds 
have been wounded. Livestock have been shot, and hun-
dreds of cattle have been seized and held for ransom by 
police forces. Hundreds of homesteads have been burned. 
Thousands of Maasai were driven across the border to 
Kenya. Kenyan Maasai have shown great solidarity.

The East African Court of Justice issued an in-
junction in 2018 to halt the evictions, but has re-
peatedly postponed a final ruling while ignoring 
the government’s flagrant violations.

The government has labeled Maasai using their tra-
ditional lands “illegal immigrants” and, along with some 
international conservation agencies, blamed their popu-
lation growth for environmental degradation. In reality, 
scientific research has shown that Indigenous peoples 
have in general protected environments more effectively 
than any government, NGO or conservation agency.

Today’s evictions, echoed globally, continue colonial 
practices. In 1959, the British evicted the Maasai from 
the Serengeti, which is now Tanzania’s premier national 
park. Many of them were pushed to the land from which 
they are now being pushed. One of the aims of capitalist 
colonialism was to break down traditional ways of life so 
that the “inferior races” would be forced into wage labor. 
Destruction of Indigenous cultures is a form of genocide. 

Since the 1990s more than 70% of ancestral 
Maasai land was snatched for “conservation.” This 
has sparked a movement to restore traditional 
communal rights. Maasai women activists are seek-
ing ways to resist the capitalist-colonial onslaught 
while attacking traditional patriarchal relations.

As in Tanzania, across the world Indigenous and 
other people are being thrown off the land and even killed 
in the name of capitalist “development” and/or “conser-
vation.” Indigenous groups oppose the concept of conser-
vation that prevails in settings like the Africa Protected 
Areas Congress and the UN’s “30 by 30” plan to “protect” 
30% of land and sea areas. 

Nature protection has almost always meant violently 
evicting people like the Maasai, ever since Yellowstone 
became the world’s first national park. Environmental 
protection must not be separated from solidarity with In-
digenous peoples, decolonization and liberation, includ-
ing women’s liberation. 

What is criminal justice reform? Why do we feel there 
is a need for it? How could it be reformed if the people 
who represent that system are 
corrupt? These are the questions 
posed by every person I talk with 
about criminal justice reform.

The criminal justice system is an authentic system, 
if executed within the boundaries of justice for the indi-
vidual accused of a crime, with an honorable foundation. 
Some people think: “What right to justice does a mur-
derer, a robber, a rapist, or a drug dealer have? What 
justice do they deserve?” These are thoughts that some 
correctional officers have no problem expressing verbally 
or through corrosive actions. 
ARE THOSE WHO RULE US ABOVE THE LAW?

The essence of these words corrupts the criminal jus-
tice system. The people in positions to protect the honor of 
our laws and the liberty of the American people have cre-
ated an image of themselves as superior to the law, which 
has subjected them to thoughts of committing treason 
against the U.S. Constitution and the people they swore 
to protect and serve.

A judge can set a robber’s bail at $500,000 with 
no 10% even though the U.S. Constitution’s Eighth 
Amendment states: “[E]xcessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or 
unusual punishments inflicted.”

A judge giving someone a $500,000 bail, when that 
person didn’t even have a job, not only shows excessive-
ness in the bail, but it also reflects the psychological po-
sition of the person with the authority to represent and 
enforce justice in our courtrooms. The accused has no 
chance to properly defend himself. He is forced to fight 
for his liberty from a cell the size of a king size mattress, 
with access to the law library once a week, and that’s if 
they remember to open your cell door. 

You are fed like a pig, talked to like a dog, and 
sometimes beaten like a slave for speaking up on behalf of 
the U.S. Constitution. If you go back to court, your court-
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The debt owed to Haiti 

appointed lawyer is trying to persuade you to take a plea 
deal for 10 years because you’re looking at 25 years to life, 

if you go to trial. Why are so many 
innocent people incarcerated, 
when the real violators of the law, 
the real robbers of liberty, the real 

terrorists of justice are the ones who are locking them up?
If a criminal is anyone who commits a crime, and a 

crime is any violation of the law, then, America, we need 
to hold each other and ourselves accountable according 
to law. Especially if you are in a position where you have 
been granted the authority to enforce it.
‘CRIMINALS LOCKING UP CRIMINALS’

The criminal justice system is corrupt because the 
people put in positions of responsibility are corrupt. You 
have criminals locking up criminals. There is no one hold-
ing anyone accountable because everyone is violating the 
law either to advance their careers, make extra money, 
participate in blackmail, or even exercise personal bias 
towards a particular crime or person.

Correctional officers are susceptible to corrup-
tion because they can spit in someone’s food, de-
stroy their property, or put a knife in their bunk 
area and get away with it. If the inmate speaks up, 
they get beaten, thrown in the hole, starved, denied 
privileges (so they can’t call family) and in some 
cases murdered.

How much room does a convicted criminal have to 
improve his behavior and challenge his criminal ways of 
thinking if the people who are supposed to be leading by 
example are more of a criminal than he is? If the crimi-
nals running the justice system aren’t held accountable, 
the criminal justice system will always be corrupt. Law is 
law, and it shouldn’t change because of who you know or 
what group you’re associated with. Without accountabil-
ity, there will always be a fight for justice and a revolution 
for reform. —Sean Daniels 

Sean Daniels, #839717, Central Michigan Correctional 
Facility, 320 N. Hubbard St., Saint Louis MI 48880

What is criminal justice reform?

Demonstration by Haiti Action Committee and supporters in San Francisco 
on July 28 demanding Citibank end funding of death squads in Haiti.

Lindokuhle Mnguni
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HANDICAPTHIS!Will China make war on Taiwan?
by Bob McGuire

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan 
provoked more controversy and condemnation than its 
routine content warranted. President Biden himself told 
the press the Pentagon considered it risky. News outlets 
said she was provoking China and risking World War III. 
Especially in light of its claim to sovereignty over Taiwan, 
and with Russia currently invading Ukraine with the 
justification that the Tsars had once ruled it.
INTERNAL STRIFE EXPLAINS FOREIGN POLICY 

China, which wouldn’t have forgotten Pelosi unfurling 
a banner in 1991 at Tiananmen 
Square in support of students and 
workers massacred there two years 
earlier, responded with live fire 
military exercises, lobbing missiles 
into waters controlled by Taiwan. But 
that provocative posturing was more 
for its own citizens than to intimidate 
the U.S. or Taiwan. In China the 8.2% 
increase in GDP last year was heavily 
dependent on the real estate bubble 
that has now gone bust alongside the 
effects of COVID lockdowns.

Times may have changed 
in the half century since Richard Nixon met Mao 
Zedong in Beijing and the U.S. extended diplomatic 
recognition to state-capitalist China. But then as 
now, look to internal reasons in both nations for 
their foreign policy stances. Nixon gained a partner 
in extricating from the Vietnam War and China had 
not yet recovered from Mao’s preventive counter-
revolution called the Cultural Revolution.

Nixon acknowledged that the governments in Beijing 
and Taipei were committed to reunification. Chiang Kai-
shek and his Nationalist Party had fled Mao’s army 
and took over Taiwan as a refuge. He had to be just as 
committed to a “one China” policy as was Mao. It was 
Chiang’s pretext for maintaining martial law for 40 years 
until 1987, cementing the invaders in power.
PROPPED UP BY TAIWAN’S SWEATED LABOR

China’s rulers have meddled in Taiwan elections 
against parties opposed to reunification, but its threats 
were empty. Capital from Taiwan was only exceeded by 
capital flowing out of Hong Kong as China’s working class 
was drafted into the world’s sweatshop. Capital from 
Taiwan, the sweated labor of its working class, fueled 
double-digit annual increases in China’s production. That 
made it certain that China would not invade Taiwan, 

even when the anti-reunification Democratic Progressive 
Party formed governments.

After Pelosi’s visit, Noam Chomsky referred 
to Taiwan as “a rock.” Presumably there were 
no people on that “rock” whose rights he had to 
respect. But China has no more claim on the people 
of Taiwan if they want self-rule than Russia can 
claim Ukraine or Nazi Germany could claim the 
Sudetenland or the U.S. had a claim on English-
speaking Canada.

Surveys show that over 80% of the people when 
at home speak Hokkien, a language spoken across 

Southeast Asia by emigres from 
Fukien province. More importantly, 
nations by the dozens have achieved 
self-determination in the 77 years 
since Japan ceased to rule Taiwan. 
In any case, differences in language 
did not stop China from invading 
Tibet in 1950, or attempting to root 
out Uyghur languages and cultures 
in Xinjiang. 

In lieu of invasion, China’s 
rulers have been offering unification 
under the “one China, two systems” 
policy. This did not hold much appeal 

for the people of Taiwan after the 2020 National Security 
Law gutted the right of free speech and assembly in Hong 
Kong under the same policy. This year’s polling showed 
just 6.5% favor eventual unification.
CAPITALISM TRUMPS POLITICS

Despite the inter-capitalist rivalry embodied in 
the Biden Administration’s launch in May of the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity surrounding 
China—from Japan through Taiwan to India—the 
interconnectedness of capital investment ($156 billion to 
and from Taiwan, including companies like Foxconn that 
are basic to the Chinese economy) will be a deterrent to 
an invasion. 

Pelosi, in search of negotiating production 
within the U.S, was in part carrying out a mission 
for the Administration by meeting with the head 
of the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Corporation, which produces over half the world’s 
computer chips. 

If China’s president Xi Jinping has gauged the 
strength of opposition on Taiwan, and in light of how 
Ukraine has turned its own resistance into devastating 
defeats for Russia, then a visit from Pelosi or the economic 
rivalry in the Pacific will not lead to the next war.

by Elise
Disabled dancer Rodney Bell Ngati Maniapoto is 

touring Australia with his dances Meremere and Huri-
huri. With his wheelchair as his partner, he tells stories 
of his life including leaving his homeland New Zealand, 
the accident that disabled him, becoming a member of 
Seattle’s dance group Axis for five years and then his 
homelessness journey. His performances in New Zealand 
inspired some audience members to come up to him and 
tell him their stories.

*   *   *
California Institute of Technology is among those 

colleges and universities resisting disabled students’ de-
mands for accommodations, even though their chief com-
munications officer said: “We work closely with each stu-
dent who seeks an accommodation.” Riley Brooker started 
having frequent seizures, and sought authorization from 
Caltech to miss classes and receive accommodations to 
keep up with her coursework. Caltech refused. Part of 
the problem for disabled students is that the Americans 
With Disabilities Act vaguely says institutions of higher 
education must provide “reasonable accommodations” to 
their students. While Caltech Accessibility Services for 
Students is inadequate, Generation Patient and the As-
sociation on Higher Education and Disability work for 
disabled college and university students to actually be ac-
commodated. 

*   *   *
Ireland held its first Disability Pride and Power Fes-

tival in July. In addition to an annual Disability Power 
Parade, Disability Power Ireland organized the play by 
Smashing Barriers theatre company What We Thought 
Was Good For Us. They as well presented: the Disability 
Power Ireland Launch panel of disability activists, artists 
and educators; a night of comedy performances Comedy 
Night!; A History of the UK and Irish Disabled People’s 
Movements panel; and a solidarity virtual event with Chi-
cago Disability Pride Parade on the history of the Disabil-
ity Pride movements worldwide.

power station broke the plant’s connection to the power 
grid. Russians are playing nuclear roulette to redirect 
power exclusively to Russian-held areas of Ukraine. They 
blame shelling on the Ukrainians, a population with a 
deep angst about compromising nuclear power safety ever 
since the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident left them with 
deadly and long-lasting consequences.

On Aug. 19, Russian ambassador Mikhail 
Ulyanov, who incredibly sits on the board of IAEA, 
tweeted, “No mercy to the Ukrainian population!” 
That genocidal vow has been standard practice 
now for six months since Russian president 
Vladimir Putin initiated his unprovoked war 
against Ukraine. 

The UN has verified that 5,587 civilians were killed 
and 7,890 wounded, but expect real numbers to be in the 
tens of thousands. Ukrainian officials estimate from wit-
ness accounts and mass graves that in the demolished 
city of Mariupol alone at least 22,000 people were killed. 

After the siege of Bucha outside Kyiv, at least 400 of 
the surviving civilians, including children, were executed 
with their hands tied behind their backs. Russia routinely 
kidnaps large numbers of Ukrainians from captured cit-
ies, taking them to concentration camps inside Russia.
BANKRUPTCY OF ‘BOTH-SIDES-ISM’

Amnesty International (A.I.) has condemned Rus-
sia’s human rights violations and war crimes in areas like 
Kharkiv, but in August issued a shocking report declaring 
that “Ukrainian forces have put civilians in harm’s way 
by establishing bases and operating weapons systems in 
populated residential areas.” 

How can A.I. apply its principle of not putting 
weapons among civilians to a situation where ci-
vilians are out to defend themselves from being 
exterminated? Russia’s whole mode of conquest is 
the systematic destruction of population centers—
hospitals, schools, shops, infrastructure, housing. 
Some 6.6 million Ukrainians know this well, tak-
ing refuge elsewhere in Europe. Seven million have 
been displaced internally. How is the remaining 
population to defend itself? 

This bankrupt “both-sides-ism” was also spouted by 
former British Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn. Mir-
roring much of the Left, he argued that the west should 
stop arming Ukraine for the sake of peace and “safety and 
security of the world.” This leaves Ukrainians, over 90% 
of whom oppose any peace with Putin, with no agency. 

However, it was only after the world witnessed the 
astonishing Ukrainian resistance, which basically ex-
tinguished Putin’s 40-mile convoy of tanks and supplies 

meant for a prolonged siege of Kyiv, that arms began 
pouring in to aid Ukrainian self-defense. 
NEARLY ALL UKRAINIANS IN WAR EFFORT

Ukrainian agency, national self-determination, is not 
only an inviolable principle but has embedded within it 
a persistent, resilient, multi-ethnic social solidarity and 
self-organization of the whole population that is much 
more participatory than bourgeois democracy. Further, 
Ukraine’s independent workers’ movement has deep, 
enduring proletarian roots in its struggle for democracy. 
Donbas miners were especially crucial to the democratic 
revolution that freed Ukraine from the Soviet empire. 

Contra Corbyn, UK unions like the National 
Union of Mineworkers have maintained links with 
Ukrainian miners and responded to the appeal for 
aid from Independent Trade Union of Ukrainian 
Miners and the Trade Union of Coal Industry Work-
ers of Ukraine. Ukrainians keep hope alive that hu-
manity can fight global capitalism’s drift into to-
talitarian fascism and barbarism, as they confront 
a most visible, brutal form today in Putin’s Russia. 

Since crushing the myriad spontaneous anti-war 
demonstrations at the outset of the invasion, Putin’s 
Russia has devolved into a fascist abyss that crushes 
any voice that speaks the truth, even the bare facts of 
the Russian soldiers’ death count, estimated to be as high 
as 80,000. Infantry, used to routinely probe pulverized 
territory, end up on the slaughter bench. Deaths are 
hidden by burning their bodies instead of returning them 
in body bags. They are then just missing in action and 
soldiers’ families don’t get any compensation. 

There are massive defections as soldiers complain of 
not getting promised pay, some escaping Russia and post-
ing the truth about what a bunch of lies they were sold 
about the war. Putin is desperate for new recruits, now 
accepting men up to the age of 65, offering bonuses and 
prison release to those who will be sent to the front im-
mediately with little training. 

Ukraine has suffered over 9,000 combat deaths, 
which now occur in the new artillery trench war-
fare line. The divide cuts off 20% of Ukraine that 
Putin controls and wants to steal. 

Putin is hoping he can break the Western powers’ 
unity as many—especially those who admire his fascism, 
like right-wing parties likely to come to power in Italy 
or Viktor Orban, who rules Hungary—will grow weary of 
the inconveniences from rising energy prices, and decide 
to impose a settlement on Ukraine. 

No! to imposed rotten compromises at the 
expense of Ukrainians. Yes! to Ukrainian self-
determination and freedom from Russian imperi-
alism. —Ron Kelch

Ukraine is a beacon against fascism and war
continued from p. 1

The five-month “truce” between Ethiopian govern-
ment troops and the Tigray Peoples Liberation Front col-
lapsed, with both sides claiming the other reinitiated the 
conflict. Both had been militarizing their forces through-
out August. The fighting began on Tigray’s southern bor-
der, but a government air strike has now killed seven at a 
kindergarten in northern Tigray.

Even before the ceasefire breakdown, the specter of 
mass starvation loomed over the people of Tigray (Nov. 
2020 to March 2022—see “Abiy Ahmed’s bloodbath in Ti-
gray,” July-August 2021 N&L). 

That threat was raised by the war, devastating 
drought, and the failed delivery of humanitarian 
aid, combined with lack of fuel for its distribution. 
Drought, in turn, is worsened by the climate crisis 
and decades of deforestation under the impetus of 
imperialism, with small farmers dispossessed, driv-
en to marginal land or cities, and privatized land 
devoted to export crops for the capitalist world 
market. 

Close to half of Tigray’s six million people are said 
to be in “severe” need of food. Before the new outbreak 
of fighting, the head of the World Health Organization, 
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, called the Tigray cri-
sis “the worst disaster on Earth.” He accused the West of 
ignoring the suffering and wondered, “maybe the reason 
is the color of the skin of the people in Tigray.” (Compare 
the deserved humanitarian aid arriving for Ukrainians to 
the lack of aid reaching Tigrayans.)

The fact that conditions worsened for Tigray-
ans during the five-month ceasefire was no acci-
dent. Ethiopian President Abiy Ahmed’s govern-
ment had cut off telecommunications, stopped 
banking services, and worked to prevent financial 
remittances from entering Tigray. 

Smugglers, who take a large cut of the money family 
members attempt to deliver to Tigray, are now giving up, 
saying both Ethiopian and Tigray officials are confiscat-
ing the much needed funds.

The effects are devastating, particularly for wom-
en. As Tigrayans starve, women are forced to sell their 
bodies to survive. One woman told The Guardian: “Now 
I am hungry. My parents and siblings are hungry. For 
months, we waited in vain to receive aid. Relatives abroad 
had been sending us money through smugglers. But it is 
tough to find remittance smugglers these days. Those we 
knew are no longer operating. We sold every property we 
had. There is nothing to eat at home. So, I went to the 
street to sell my body. What option do I have?”

A second woman added: “I watched my father die 
from malnourishment. He died in my hands. My moth-
er is all bones. The warehouses are full of aid enough to 
feed the city. Fuel is not required to distribute aid within 
Mekelle. But people are dying unable to receive the aid 
they are entitled to. After I lost my father to starvation, I 
needed to do something to save my own life and my moth-
er’s. Hunger does not give you time. I tried begging. But 
it does not work as there are many beggars. I became a 
prostitute.”

Are the rich nations of the world going to continue 
participating in this travesty? —Eugene Walker

Tigray war and famine

Worker in automated factory in China in 2010.
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Washington Post reports, “Nearly three-quarters 
of Historically Black colleges and universities…
are in states that have banned or mostly banned 
abortions. Those 72 schools enroll more than 
166,000 students. Meanwhile, 21 HBCUs are located 
in states where abortion is currently legal but 
could be under threat.”

Black women and women of color have repeatedly 
made the point that they and poor women will be most af-
fected by these new laws that disregard women’s health. 
Black women like Loretta Ross, founder of Sister Song, 
created the concept of “Reproductive Justice.” Dorothy 
Roberts, author of Killing the Black Body, explained that 

“Reproductive justice 
includes the right to 
abort a pregnancy and 
also to raise a child in 
a safe and supportive 
community….Recog-
nizing the intercon-
nected nature of these 
challenges is essential. 
We should welcome re-
productive justice ac-
tivists’ leadership as 
we build a more collec-
tive movement.”

Black women on 
Chicago’s South Side 
created We Are Jane, 
to help women in 
anti-abortion states 
bordering Illinois ob-
tain safe abortions. 
Tamar Manasseh, who 
also founded Moth-
ers Against Senseless 

Killings, explained: “When you’re Black and in Chicago, 
you’re always in danger. I’m more worried about what 
would happen if we didn’t do this. We can’t be shy or 
scared. We have to take the risk.”
COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TAKE 
THE LEAD

Nina Giddens, a 21-year-old student at a Black Cath-
olic college in New Orleans, spoke for many, saying, “I’m 
more determined to fight for reproductive justice knowing 
it’s going to disproportionately impact my community.”

Four high school girls in Tennessee organized them-
selves into Teens for Reproductive Rights just days before 
the state banned all abortions. Alyson Nordstrom contact-
ed Emma Rose Smith, the organizer of a Black Lives Mat-
ter protest of over 10,000 shortly after George Floyd was 
murdered, asking if she wanted to work together. They 
brought in two other high schoolers and founded the or-
ganization. Its online presence has exploded. 

To them, reproductive rights also includes sex 
education, which is woefully inadequate in Tennes-
see and in most if not all of the abortion-banning 
states that emphasize or mandate “abstinence-
only” sex education. Teens are organizing in sever-
al states to demand factual sex education, knowing 
that without it the need for abortions skyrockets. 

When asked in an MSNBC interview what she would 
like to change in their school’s sex education, Alyson Nor-
dstrom said, “I want them to focus on things other than 
abstinence because obviously that’s proven that focusing 
on it just isn’t going to stop people from having sex. And 
I also think that we all want the shame to be taken out 
of it. Sex Education and sex should not be something that 
shameful. And the focus seems to be on shame and that 
should not be at all.”

Her response to the next question about how effec-
tive is their movement, is a warning to abortion fanat-
ics everywhere: “I definitely think it’s going to help cre-
ate change. We’ve gotten so much support and love from 
people all over the country, honestly, of people who want 
to help support us, as well as teens both at our school 
and across Tennessee who agree with us. And I think that 
what we really want to do is have boys’ teams because 
they want to be heard and I really think that this is defi-
nitely going to promote change.

“We’ve had a lot of people from all over Tennes-
see reach out to us and even say they want to start 
chapters of Teens for Reproductive Rights across 
Tennessee. And I definitely think that’s something 
we want to do. We love the idea of expanding chap-
ters all over Tennessee to just get the word out and 
gain support.” Emma Rose Smith added: “I think 
it’s really awesome that so many teens from other 
states, have DMed [direct messaged] us asking if 
they can create their own chapters, too, because 
it’s recognizing that this is a national problem, too, 
not just Tennessee’s problem. So it kind of helps us 
grow a community even outside our backyard.”

The struggle for the right to abortion—which is a 
fight for freedom and women know it—is clearly not over. 
Hegel had it right when he said: “When individuals and 
nations have once got in their heads the abstract concept 
of full-blown liberty, there is nothing like it in its uncon-
trollable strength, just because it is the very essence of 
mind, and that as its very actuality.” This is the lesson 
that Republicans and their neo-fascist friends are going 
to learn.

what Republicans are doing is stunning.
What will happen to women who travel to another 

state to get an abortion, or get abortion pills in the mail, 
or self-manage their abortion? There is precedent about 
what ruthless people with power who aim to subjugate 
others can do in the fugitive slave laws. Before the U.S. 
Civil War, escaping slavery was illegal, as was helping 
someone escape. These laws allowed slave owners to send 
henchmen to free states to capture human beings and 
drag them back to servitude. Slave owners could even do 
that to people who had been “freed.” 

There is no doubt that anti-abortion fanatics will 
strive to stop women traveling to another state for an 
abortion as well as 
severely punish them 
and those who help 
them. They are now 
trying to pass laws to 
do just that. Will they 
set up roadblocks? Re-
quire a pregnancy test 
to cross a border? Mon-
itor cars of suspected 
pregnant women? We 
can expect the worst.

The fact that 
these laws are wild-
ly unpopular will 
not deter the die-
hard anti-abortion 
legislators. They 
don’t care and they 
are no longer inter-
ested in democracy, 
if they ever were. 

Republicans have 
made a home for fa-
natics of all stripes—from anti-abortion zealots to anti-
vaxxers to election deniers to white nationalist racists 
and anti-Semites. Moreover, they have gerrymandered 
and stripped down the vote so that many fanatics believe 
they don’t have to worry about being voted out of office. 
And if by chance they are, they will most likely deny it, 
claiming Democrats rigged the election. 
OPPORTUNISTS HIDING DEADLY POLITICS

Yet the reality that they can’t escape is that most 
people in the U.S. want to keep abortion legal, especially 
in the first trimester. That truth persists no matter how 
much Republicans have undermined democracy. What 
brought this reality home was the vote in Kansas. 

Kansas legislators proposed an amendment to the 
State Constitution to remove the enshrined right to an 
abortion. It would have allowed them to ban them. De-
spite a confusingly worded amendment, Republican lies 
about their intentions, and even a lying last-minute text 
to voters that said a “yes” vote to pass the amendment 
would preserve “choice,” the vote was 59% in favor of keep-
ing abortion legal vs. 41% opposed—and this in a deeply 
red state. So determined were citizens to make their will 
known that some stayed in line three hours after the of-
ficial poll closing time to cast their ballot. The Republican 
Party takeaway is: 1. Make sure voters never again have 
the right to decide about abortion rights; and 2. Lie, lie, 
lie, about what they believe and what they will do. 

Feminist activist and writer Jessica Valenti 
wrote recently in her blog “Abortion, Every Day” 
about how raving anti-abortion fanatic Arizona 
senate candidate Blake Masters is frantically 
scrubbing his social media posts clean of his ex-
tremist misogynist views. He wants a total abor-
tion ban and a Constitutional amendment that, to 
quote him, “recognizes that unborn babies are hu-
man beings that may not be killed.” But now, run-
ning scared, he released an ad claiming: “Look, I 
support a ban on very late-term and partial-birth 
abortion. And most Americans agree with that.” 
Masters is not alone in trying to soft-pedal his anti-
abortion extremism.

On the other side of the aisle, Democrats, every bit 
as opportunistic, are now—after 50 years—actually us-
ing the word “abortion,” a word President Biden has been 
loath to say. They are, finally, doing what they should 
have been doing for decades, including the eight years of 
Obama’s presidency: talking about the harm to women 
that happens when we are denied the human right to 
control our own bodies. 
THE FIGHT BACK 

Every time a state has imposed one of their deadly 
abortion bans, or drastically limited when women can 
terminate their pregnancy, there have been large, mili-
tant demonstrations. They often included many men, 
including Transmen as well as Gender Queer and Non-
binary people. Demonstrators have made their way into 
Republican-controlled state houses and tried to disrupt 
votes. These demonstrations continue. 

The Women’s March, arising in opposition to the 
“election” of Donald Trump, helped build the largest 
march in U.S. history to that point, which was also in-
ternational. It plans a “weekend of action” for Oct. 7-9 in 
Washington, D.C., to “fight for our fundamental rights.” 

Forced pregnancy is particularly heinous for 
Black women who die in childbirth at 2.9 times 
the rate for non-Hispanic white women. The 

Women, youth fight back as horror of abortion bans unfolds
Women, by their very biology, become suspect—their 

bodies become crime scenes. This is a misogynist’s dream. 
It is akin to, but not the same as, people being criminal-
ized because of the color of their skin or their ethnicity. 
And some of the same epithets are applied, especially to 
women of color: women are liars, they are sluts; they can’t 
really be raped; are selfish; stupid; don’t know what’s best 
for themselves; can’t be trusted; can be talked into an 
abortion; can be talked out of having an abortion; etc., etc.

The horrendous ramifications are now becom-
ing known. Just in the last few weeks the news 
highlighted several cases: 

⁕ How fanatical and anti-human anti-abortionists 
have become is seen in the experience of a 10-year-old girl 
from Ohio who was raped. Before it was discovered, she 
was six weeks and three days pregnant. She could not get 
an abortion in Ohio, which has a six-week ban. She got it 
from Dr. Caitlin Bernard in Indiana. Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral Dave Yost told Fox News that the case was “unbeliev-
able.” After the rapist was arrested and confessed, Fox 
News attacked Dr. Bernard, posting her picture with an 
outright lie, saying she “has a history of failing to report 
child abuse cases.”

⁕  In another well-known case, 26-year-old Nancy Da-
vis had the misfortune of being pregnant in Louisiana af-
ter its 20-week abortion ban. According to The Guardian, 
“a 10-week ultrasound revealed that her fetus was miss-
ing the top of its skull—a condition known as acrania, 
which kills babies within minutes or hours of birth.” But 
acrania was not on the approved list of fetal abnormalities 
okayed for an abortion. After the hospital treating her re-
fused the abortion, Davis had to set up a GoFundMe cam-
paign to afford to travel all the way to North Carolina. 
She said of her experience: “It’s hard knowing that… I’m 
carrying it to bury it.” 

Louisiana’s disgusting bill is full of misinfor-
mation about fetuses feeling pain when they don’t. 
Just as these extreme lawmakers don’t care about 
the pain of actually born living children, much less 
women, they don’t actually care about the pain, 
not of a 20-week fetus, which does not experience 
pain, but of a fetus of seven to nine months which 
can, but must not be aborted because of ignorance 
coupled with fanaticism. 

This law mimics the monstrous words of Poland’s 
Christian nationalist Law and Justice (PiS) party leader, 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski: “We will strive to ensure that even 
pregnancies which are very difficult, when a child is sure 
to die, is severely deformed, end with the mother giving 
birth so the child can be baptized, buried, and have a 
name.” That cruel attempt at controlling women’s lives 
led to one of the largest abortion rights demonstrations 
in Polish history.

⁕  Then there is what happened to “Amanda.” The 
New York Times tells us that Amanda had a miscarriage 
eight months before Texas passed their draconian abor-
tion ban and was treated well. After the law, she expe-
rienced another miscarriage. “She said she went to the 
same hospital… doubled over in pain and screaming as 
she passed a large blood clot. But when she requested 
the same surgical evacuation procedure, called dilation 
and curettage, or D&C, she said the hospital told her no.” 
Though the “embryo had no cardiac activity during that 
visit and on an ultrasound a week earlier…[the hospital] 
sent her home with instructions to return only if she was 
bleeding so excessively that her blood filled a diaper more 
than once an hour.” 

The kind of “care” that demands a woman hem-
orrhage, kills women. Withholding care in a mis-
carriage can cause sepsis, leading to death. While 
Amanda was not criminalized, others have been, 
even before Roe v. Wade was overturned. 

According to the American Bar Association: “There 
have been more than 1,200 women arrested across the 
U.S. based on their pregnancy outcomes—including mis-
carriages, stillbirths, abortions, or neonatal losses—since 
Roe was decided.” That women who miscarry or lose a 
fetus because of health reasons will be criminalized is not 
an unknown outcome. Over 180 women who experienced 
obstetric emergencies languish in jails in El Salvador. It 
has taken the Citizen Group for the Decriminalization of 
Abortion decades to win the release of 65 of them, some of 
whom spent up to 30 years in jail.
EVERY STEP YOU TAKE, THEY’LL BE WATCHING

Women of childbearing age are now entering a new, 
restricted and highly monitored reality. This is not inci-
dental to the anti-abortion movement. It is a goal, if not 
the goal. Now what women eat or drink, what prescription 
drugs they take, what kind of birth control they use, why 
and when they have sex, was it really rape, where they 
travel and when and most importantly why, what are they 
searching for on social media, what comes into their snail 
mailboxes—all this and more can be monitored. All of it 
can become fraught. All of it becomes a way to control 
women. 

There is no question that women in the U.S. 
will die, as they have in other countries with simi-
lar laws. Can anyone imagine the testosterone-
heavy U.S. Congress passing laws that would force 
wealthy white men who need a medical procedure 
to wait until they are near death to get it? Or to 
wait until one of their bodily functions fails to 
prove that they actually need it? The barbarity of 
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Clinic Vest Project

Members of the Clinic Vest Project and clinic escorts rally for abortion rights. The Clinic 
Vest Project in Chicago makes and distributes nationwide the vests you see in this photo.
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YOUTH IN ACTION

Q U E E R N O T E S

Climate law: Capital’s strategic retreat
by Franklin Dmitryev 

The passage of the first big U.S. climate bill, the 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), marks the oil and gas in-
dustry’s strategic retreat, which is at the same time a re-
grouping and counteroffensive.
BIG OIL WINS = HUMANITY’S DESTRUCTION

Big Oil’s campaign of denial and 
obstruction was so successful that it 
delayed serious action for four decades. 
That is measured in the suffering of 
humanity—especially the countries 
exploited by colonialism, national mi-
norities, the poor and working classes, 
and women. 

It is seen in the disasters 
plaguing the earth, from fires 
and drought to intense storms 
and floods, from mass sea animal 
deaths to the world food crisis, 
from pandemics to armed con-
flicts and fleeing refugees. That 
is fossil capital’s achievement at 
a warming of only 1.1 degrees Cel-
sius—the first taste of the apoca-
lypse it promises.

In its control of the Republican 
Party and key Democrats like West 
Virginia Senator Joe Manchin—a coal 
baron and the biggest recipient in 
Congress of oil and gas money—fossil 
capital did make the IRA its vehicle in 
the class war against humanity. They 
are mitigating their retreat forced by 
the combination of Indigenous, youth and other climate 
justice struggles and the inescapable reality of extreme 
weather disasters.

As one industry lobbyist anonymously put it: “If you 
look at the pros and cons, the pros [for Big Oil] generally 
outweigh the cons. The Easter eggs that Manchin forced 
into the bill on leasing, they’re a big deal.” Mainstream 
environmentalists also see pros outweighing cons, out of 
desperation for real action, and locked as their minds are 
into the restricted possibilities of the existing economic 
and political system dominated by capital.

The most obvious oil sops are the law’s require-
ment to reinstate canceled oil and gas lease sales 
in Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico and to offer mil-
lions of acres for oil and gas leases each year before 
space can be offered for wind or solar power on the 
seas or federal lands. In keeping with the IRA’s 
nationalistic character, this sacrificing of human-
ity’s security is labeled “energy security.” No aid is 
given to other countries even though the U.S. is by 
far the biggest cumulative emitter of greenhouse 
gases.

But the bill also devotes much of its billions of dollars 
to false solutions designed to prop up fossil fuels, auto 
manufacturers, nuclear power and agribusiness. Carbon 
capture and storage never captures all the carbon and 
actually increases the toxic pollution assaulting nearby 
communities, the majority of which are people of color, 
but it is enshrined as a climate solution. It would also 
require thousands of miles of pipelines to be built. 

RAMMING THROUGH PIPELINES 
A companion bill demanded by Manchin (and agreed 

to by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, who along 
with Manchin is in the top ten Congressional recipients 
of pipeline money) would slash public input and environ-
mental reviews for energy infrastructure projects like 

pipelines. That is a clear response to 
the Indigenous-led defeat of the Key-
stone XL pipeline and the success of Ap-
palachian people and environmentalists 
in stalling the Mountain Valley Pipeline 
through West Virginia and Virginia. 

Even before Manchin had his way 
with Biden’s bill, it was designed to 
hand over maximum power to private 
companies and investors as against or-
dinary citizens by directing funds to 
tax breaks, grants and loans that favor 
corporations and NGOs with abundant 
resources. 

At a moment when even the 
conservative International Energy 
Agency has declared that all new 
fossil fuel projects must cease, the 
bill does nothing to make that hap-
pen and instead encourages growth 
of fossil fuel as well as renewable 
energy. 

The widely reported figure of a 40% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030 is misleading. It includes pro-
jections of existing trends, meaning the 
IRA is supposed to reduce emissions 

by 10-20%, and even that comes from computer models 
based on unconvincingly optimistic assumptions about 
the spread and effectiveness of technologies not currently 
available or feasible at scale.
THE NEED TO TRANSFORM HUMAN RELATIONS

Many IRA backers claim to be on board with climate 
scientists’ dire warnings of the urgent need for “funda-
mentally transforming…how we do everything” but our 
political system ends up with fatally flawed measures 
because these representatives of capital are vehemently 
opposed to transforming human relations in production 
and in social life as a whole.

That is why the youth and other climate justice activ-
ists met the IRA with more protests, such as in Washing-
ton and at Schumer’s Manhattan office, and with vows to 
keep fighting the pipeline deal and calling for a climate 
emergency declaration.

Ashley Engle (Shawnee and Lakota) of Okla-
homa said: “They rode the roller coaster of com-
promise all the way into the ground and left us to 
burn in the flames. This is not only not enough, but 
it’s really harmful, and we need Biden to step up.” 
Meanwhile, youth are moving from climate strikes 
to occupations.

Without these kinds of actions from below, the 
capitalist economic-political system would never have 
achieved even this small step. Their reach for fundamen-
tal social transformation must become the focal point if 
the world is to break out of the suicidal path this system 
is still careening down.

From Nov. 12, 2016, rally in Chicago for No 
Dakota Access Pipeline.

by Buddy Bell
High school students in Denton, Texas, walked out 

of class on Aug. 26, protesting a new gag rule that pre-
vents teachers from speaking freely about race, gender, 
and sexuality. The joyful group of over 100 students held 
signs saying, “Protect Trans Kids,” and “You can’t erase 
history.” In a statement shared with the Denton Record-
Chronicle, student organizer Marceline Temple remarked, 
“We will not let this school board treat the existence of 
minorities as a controversy.”

*   *   *
About 50-60 high schoolers at Lindblom Academy 

in Chicago held a morning demonstration on the school 
steps on their first day of classes. They demanded that 
“Mama Eagle,” a beloved assistant principal, be rein-
stated. She had been sacked for no apparent reason by a 
newly appointed principal. Some students vowed to speak 
at the next meeting of Chicago’s unelected school board.

*   *   *
In Jenks, Okla., a few dozen students protested a 

new school dress code. Congregating on Aug. 18 in a gro-
cery store parking lot down the street from school, the 
students wore shirts and held signs that said, “I am not 
a distraction.” Eighth-grader Sienna Renz told NBC: “I 
feel violated because I’m not comfortable with teachers 
looking at my body and pointing things out, measuring 
my shorts. It feels disturbing.”

*   *   *
In Milwaukee, students at Marquette University oc-

cupied an outdoor stage during a first-day-of-semester 
convocation in order to criticize the school’s lack of di-
versity in front of administrators in attendance. College 
senior Lionel Clay told WTMJ: “We asked for more Black 
staff to be hired. We asked them to increase diversity pro-
grams, to provide resources for students of color.”

*   *   *
Skateboarder Lid Madrid used to be afraid to prac-

tice among male skaters in Chicago’s various public skate 
parks. “As a queer female and a beginner, [I’d] find my-
self sticking to the adjacent parking lot… and I’ve been 
lucky… some women experience direct harassment or 
inappropriate behavior,” she said to the Chicago Reader. 
Madrid then helped start OnWord Skate Collective, a 
woman-friendly, LGBTQ+ inclusive skate crew that start-
ed by organizing meetups online. “When we go to a skate 
park, we take up space, and then all of a sudden you don’t 
see a bunch of guys trying to tell you to move out the way.”

by Elise
In Ghana, Queer Education Fund and other groups 

sued the Attorney General on behalf of an Intersex 
person who was stripped, genitally searched and sexually 
assaulted by police during a raid and violent shutdowns of a 
Queer safehouse and an LGBTQ+ human rights workshop 
last year (see “Queer Notes,” N&L, April 8, 2021). With the 
threat of a new queerphobic law, Queer rights supporters 
posted billboards calling for human rights for everyone 
and held Pride events. The bill could legalize so-called 
reparative therapy, force surgery on Intersex people and 
prison time for anyone caught having same-sex relations 
or suspected of distributing information “promoting” the 
Queer lifestyle. Unfortunately, the billboards were torn 
down almost as soon as they went up. 

*   *   *

UpRising Bakery and Café in Lake in the Hills, Ill., 
held a family-friendly drag brunch in August despite 
being vandalized with hate-filled graffiti and a smashed-
in door and window. Phone messages accused the bakery’s 
personnel of being groomers and pedophiles. The July 
drag brunch was cancelled after the village declared that 
the bakery was not zoned for entertainment, which the 
ACLU helped reverse. Allies’ messages of support, written 
on the boarded-up windows, helped UpRising decide to go 
forward with the brunch.

*   *   *
South Korea’s Seoul Queer Culture Festival went 

forward this year after a two-year hiatus due to the COVID 
pandemic. About 13,000 people attended. That included 
booths run by various LGBTQ+ and other human rights 
and service groups, various religious organizations and 
embassies. Anti-LGBTQ+ Christians and conservatives 
protested it. The fact that Pride celebration attendance 
increases each year causes some to hope that South Korea 
is becoming more accepting of Queer people. 

Supreme Court trashes freedom and democracy
precedent in Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock to assert that the 
Supreme Court, and not only Congress, will have the 
right to abrogate treaties. “As a citizen of a tribal nation, I 
feel violated,” said Elizabeth Reese, of the Nambé Pueblo, 
to NBC News. “It’s just an erosion of our ability to be the 
governments that we are.”
DEMOCRATS FALL SHORT

The ability of people, and especially women, to self-
govern, is at stake. As they overturned Roe v. Wade, Jus-
tices Alito and Kavanaugh pontificated about how they 
were just letting voters decide. Stunningly, President 
Biden and many Democrats had no response except: “this 
fall, we must elect more senators and representative who 
will codify a woman’s right to choose.” But the Roberts 
Court was already distorting elections in favor of the par-
ty that nominated them.

When Roberts worked for Reagan in the 1980s, 
Congress was considering an amendment to the 
1965 Voting Rights Act which would prohibit elec-
tion discrimination in impact, not just intent. Rob-
erts had the job of crafting an argument against 
this. Though unsuccessful, he kept his misdeeds for 
40 years until he was able to strike down key sec-
tions of the Act, via Shelby County v. Holder (2013) 
and Brnovich v. DNC (2021).

As for the coming November election, the Court failed 
to give injunctive relief to southern Black voters in Ala-
bama and Louisiana, the likely result being that Repub-
licans will retain two extra votes in the House. As for the 
Senate, close elections in states like Georgia and Wiscon-
sin are tainted by laws that don’t express bias explicitly 
but lower the turnout of Black and liberal voters. 
IMPORTANCE OF ONE MORE LIBERAL JUSTICE

Ketanji Brown Jackson’s appointment was not trivi-
al: look at all the racist and sexist “jackassery” on display 

during her confirmation hearing. She makes a difference. 
It takes four justices to grant hearing to a case, and three 
justices who are nominally liberal may occasionally influ-
ence a fourth. If the nation was saddled with a seven-two 
conservative court, an extreme bloc could deny review of 
all the lower court decisions they wished to quietly let 
stand, out of the public eye. 

The liberal justices stood alone this June, un-
successfully trying to review Hill v. Shoop (courts 
can make a “cafeteria-style selection” of evidence 
to determine intellectual disability, and from there, 
eligibility for execution) and Andrus v. Texas (Texas 
can execute a prisoner who a prior Supreme Court 
had determined did not have adequate counsel). 
Nor could a fourth justice be found to challenge 
Ramirez v. Guadarrama, which said police could 
not be sued who tazed a man dousing himself in 
gasoline while knowing, and having been told, that 
doing so would set him and a nearby house on fire.

Grassroots organizations and some politicians are 
pressing Congress to expand the number of justices. 
Biden’s vacillating Commission on the Supreme Court 
found: “even just the prospect of expansion…could lead 
the Court to be restrained in its jurisprudence.” Law pro-
fessor Samuel Moyn counters: “We should be disempow-
ering the Court, through such means as limiting its ju-
risdiction.” Columnist Jamelle Bouie points out that the 
Court claimed its own supremacy, in Marbury v. Madi-
son; therefore Congress can also claim the prerogative to 
limit the judiciary, just as abolitionist Republicans did in 
the Reconstruction era after Dredd Scott.

While three women on the Supreme Court resist its 
direction, the Court as a whole reveals itself as an arm of 
government willing to aid in the destruction of democracy 
and ride the winds of racism, sexism and neo-fascism. It 
has assigned itself to the dustbin of history.

—Buddy Bell
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Owner Corrina Sac says village officials’ threats are a “conspiracy to 
interfere” with her bakery and cafe business.
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in 
its private property form as in the U.S., and in 
its state property form calling itself Commu-
nist, which appeared as the Russian Revolution 
was transformed into its opposite. That retro-
gression anticipated the next stage of develop-
ment—the age of state-capitalism. We stand for 
a society of new human relations, what Marx 
called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled a 
new movement from practice that was itself a 
form of theory. News & Letters was created so 
that the voices of revolt could be heard unsepa-
rated from the articulation of a philosophy of 
liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour-
nal, was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today 
(1958), established the American roots of Marx-
ism while presenting a comprehensive attack 
on present-day Communism, which is a form 
of state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in 
its original form as “a thorough-going Natural-
ism or Humanism,” while pointing to the new 
Humanist philosophy expressed by the working 
class. It presented history and theory as ema-
nating from the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori-
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu-
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization re-
flects the revolutionary maturity of the age and 
the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in develop-
ing countries, the rise of the international wom-
en’s liberation movement, and global economic 
crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to make 
real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the 
determinant for the relationship of theory and 
practice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civiliza-
tion on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene and 
shows the two-way freedom road between the 
U.S. and Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 

revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevska-
ya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World De-
velopment, deposited at Wayne State University 
in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga-
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firmest 
unity among workers, Blacks and other mi-
norities, women, youth and those intellectuals 
who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy 
of both capital and labor.” We do not separate 
mass activities from the activity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution of 
News and Letters Committees or see it on our 
website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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by Eugene Walker

Two ongoing crises are manifestations of Mexico’s 
dysfunctionality: the forced disappearances of tens of 
thousands of citizens that re-
main unsolved and the almost 
complete reliance on fossil fu-
els as an energy source in the 
face of growing climate chaos.
AYOTZINAPA 
SLAUGHTER 

Almost eight years after 
the crime, a truth commis-
sion formed by the govern-
ment of President López Ob-
rador finally announced that 
the murder of three Ayotzi-
napa students and the forced 
disappearance of 43 others—
young men of peasant fami-
lies studying to be teachers—
was “a crime of the state.” 

Parents and support-
ers of the missing stu-
dents knew this almost 
immediately after the abduction. They held march 
after march, protest after protest, meeting after 
meeting, demanding the return of their sons.

Grave contradictions plague Mexico
It became immediately clear that not only the mu-

nicipal, state and federal governments were involved in 
the crime and in its coverup, but that the armed forces, 

in this case the head of an 
army barracks with hun-
dreds of soldiers, had direct 
knowledge of the disappear-
ances as they were happen-
ing, but did nothing to stop 
the crime.

The federal govern-
ment only admitted that 
this was a crime of the 
state because of the ac-
tions of students’ fami-
lies and the militant 
continuous protests of 
other rural students 
from across Mexico. 

The Peña Nieto ad-
ministration, which was 
in power during the crime, 
stonewalled any investiga-
tion. The López Obrador 
administration has moved 

slowly on the case in its three years in power.
It just arrested the previous attorney general, Jesús 

Murillo Karam, and charged him with creating a false of-
ficial “historical truth” document covering up the facts of 
the crime. The government says it has now issued many 
new arrest warrants, including for military and police of-
ficers and cartel members. But López Obrador is close to 
the military, relying on it for many functions of his admin-
istration, so it remains to be seen what the future holds.

In response to recent government actions, the par-
ents of the Ayotzinapa students said: “We are not moved 
by revenge or personal animosity, but rather by the hope 
that the truth will be known and that this will help pre-
vent similar events from ever happening again.”

Meanwhile, whether the military will be reined in 
remains a big question mark. They have long been in-
volved in extrajudicial killings, with total impunity. Paula 
Mónaco Felipe, author of “Ayotzinapa: Eternal Hours,” 
commented that this “could open the door to truth and 
justice...in at least 50 years of abuses and crimes against 
humanity perpetrated by the Mexican armed forces.”
OBRADOR’S NEW OIL REFINERY

So determined is the President of Mexico to achieve 
“energy independence” from the U.S. and to promote “de-
velopmentalism” (read state-controlled capitalism) that 
he has pushed forward the construction of a completely 
new oil refinery (Dos Boscos), and had his energy regula-
tors stall and completely halt permits for alternative en-
ergy sources, as they are being developed by private and 
non-Mexican companies. 

As The New York Times reported: “Mexican authori-
ties are using the might of their regulatory agencies to 
keep renewable firms out of the market, blocking their 
power plants from operating, and instead propping up 
fossil fuel-powered plants owned or run by the state.” 
Global heating be damned!

The Mexican state is planning to spend over 
$6.2 billion to build 15 fossil fuel power plants by 
2024. Foreign investment in the energy sector has 
dropped from $5 billion in 2018, when López Obra-
dor took office, to less than $600 million last year.

Of course, Mexico, as any other country, should have 
a “right” to energy independence. But the insanity of capi-
talism, whether in its private or state capitalist form, is 
driven by a production for production’s sake mentality, 
development and more development, even if it is driving 
us closer to humanity’s destruction. 

A narrow “independence” nationalism is no more a 
solution than is galloping economic imperialism. Mexico’s 
people, as every people, need to have the opportunity for 
a far more revolutionary, human, way of living.

From the mid-1960s through the 1980s, South Ko-
rea’s military dictators carried out a policy to “cleanse 
the street of vagrants.” Those rounded up were put in 
“welfare centers,” which were in fact run more like con-
centration camps. In the city of Busan, Brothers Home 
held 38,000 people during its dozen years of operating, as 
many as 4,355 at a time, even though it was built for 500.

People who were homeless or had disabilities, but 
also those found drunk or without proper identification, 
were put in the Brothers Home. Unattended children 
were taken and put in the center, designating them as 
orphans.

“I was playing alone in my neighborhood in 
Busan when the men snatched me, tossing me like 
garbage onto a freezer, truck-like vehicle,” said Lee 
Dong-jin, 57, who was sent to Brothers Home at the 
age of 10 and spent seven years there.

The facility was supposed to feed and teach what the 
government called vagrants—many of them minors—and 
train them for jobs. Instead, they were incarcerated with-
in tall walls and doors locked from the outside. “Train-
ing” meant working long hours in factories that produced 
clothing, shoes, fishing gear and more. The Brothers 
Home took more than half of their wages and sometimes 
paid them nothing.

Every week “people’s trials” were held. Those 
who broke the rules, including people trying to es-
cape, were severely punished in front of thousands. 
Military intelligence officials ranked Brothers 
Home above prisons in its ability “to control and 
discipline.”

Although the story of the Brothers Home has been 
known, at least partially, for decades, most of its abus-
es were covered up. Only now has South Korea’s Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission been reconvened to look 
into the abuses, finally concluding it was a “grave human 
rights violation by the state.”

For a week, army convoys patrolled the streets of 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, after mass protests on Aug. 10 
escalated, with police firing live bullets into the crowds of 
mostly young people in three different parts of the capital 
city, while either protesters or provocateurs burned tires 
and set buildings ablaze. 

“I think people are shocked. It’s not the country we 
know. Sierra Leone is a peaceful place,” said 19-year-old 
protester Suleiman Turay. 

In the midst of snatch-and-grab arrests and as de-
tainees face legal limbo, a politically compromised inves-
tigation was criticized when it released a “Wanted” poster 
that included a young man holding a gun who turned out 
to be a long-deceased Nigerian rap artist.

Through the summer, people in Sierra Leone 
suffered a 28% general inflation rate, as high as 
50% for food commodities. Decades of government 
neglect have left Freetown without an electrical 
grid, and its pipe system to deliver clean water is in 
disrepair, so that the widespread use of dug wells 
has led to a prevalence of typhoid. 

A local adage, invoked by sympathizer Joshua Lezy 
in a comment published by the Sierra Leone Telegraph, 
states: “A hungry man is an angry man.” 

Yet the government characterizes the Aug. 10 protest 
as terrorism and an insurrection attempt by the main op-
position party.

—Buddy Bell

Sierra Leone protests

Korea’s labor camps

Tunisia retrogression
In January 2011, a revolutionary upsurge in Tuni-

sia—for bread, freedom and dignity—threw out the dicta-
tor, Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, initiating the Arab Spring. 
Today, however, current Tunisian President Kais Saied 
has reinstated one-man rule.

Even before the referendum on a new Constitution 
solidifying his powers—whose overwhelming approval 
was belied by a huge boycott of the vote—Saied abolished 
parliament and dismissed the prime minister. Ruling by 
decree, he has had opponents and critics jailed and tried 
in military courts. Restrictions were placed on news me-
dia and independent institutions such as the judiciary, 
and election authorities became subject to his direct rule.

What happened to the Arab Spring’s revolution-
ary aspirations to allow this counter-revolution? 

One major turning point occurred six years after the 
uprising. In 2017 the government granted an amnesty to 
all the officials of the corrupt authoritarian government 
that had looted Tunisia before the 2011 uprising. Mil-
lions who suffered under the old regime never got justice. 
“You’re actually pardoning people without trials. Their 
victims are still around,” noted a woman minister from 
an early post-revolution government.

But the dissatisfaction with the post-revolution years 
went deeper. Religion was an important divisive factor. 
A moderate Islamist party, Ennahda, has been a major 
player in the governments of the past decade. Tensions 
have grown between religious and secular Tunisians, par-
ticularly with extremist Islamist groups waging counter-
revolutionary jihad in other countries.

But perhaps most decisive was the fact that 
capitalism remained intact. Unemployment, pover-
ty, and government instability have characterized 
much of the last decade. 

The government hired tens of thousands of workers, 
but in the end it lacked the funds to pay them, borrowing 
millions, putting the country in deep debt and causing a 
devaluation of the currency.

Democracy is hollow when the economic-political-so-
cial system remains ensnared within capitalism, whether 
in neoliberal or in mixed state/private forms. Arab Spring 
in a new, deeper form will surely be on the horizon again.

Demonstration in 2014 in Mérida, Yucatán, demanding justice for the 43 
disappeared students of Ayotzinapa.

http://callejerorev.com/2014/manifestacion-justicia-para-ayotzinapa-fotogaleria/
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