
In September and October Ukrainians unleashed a 
remarkable offensive, liberating huge swaths of their ter-
ritory still held by Vladimir Putin’s Russia. To the amaze-
ment of the world, Putin failed to terrorize Ukraine into 
quick submission with his massive unprovoked Feb. 24 

invasion. Ukrainians not only 
largely destroyed the Rus-
sian land army sent to con-
quer Kyiv, but held on for six 

months in a bloody stalemate in trench-warfare lines 
separating the 20% of Ukraine still occupied by Russia. 

The new Ukrainian offensive engaged a demoralized, 
ill-trained and under-supplied army that suffered huge 
losses and defections. Like the earlier liberation of Bucha, 
just outside of Kyiv, the liberation of each village and 
major town unearthed new war crimes like torture sites 
and murdered civilians lying in mass graves. Ukraine 
is helping the UN chronicle those war crimes, including 
now the systematic use of rape as a weapon of war.
RUSSIA LEAVES TRAIL OF WAR CRIMES

The loss of Lyman, a critical hub for Russia’s war 
machine in Donetsk, brought a chorus of criticism 
from Putin’s fascist sycophants on the war’s conduct, 
amplifying his state-controlled media drumbeat to do 
whatever it takes to erase the Ukrainian national identity 
and wipe Ukraine off the map. On Sept. 30, after staging 
fake referendums, he issued a diktat annexing Ukraine’s 
partially occupied provinces of Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson. He then threatened to use 
nuclear weapons to “defend” this newly annexed “Russia.”
PUTIN’S ‘GRAVE’ MOBILIZATION

To replenish his broken army, Putin doubled down 
on his genocidal war against Ukraine. He announced a 
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Iranian regime fears revolution 
as women fight for total change

by Faruq
A new biography of the great Black poet, Claude 

McKay (Claude McKay: The Making of a Black Bolshevik, 
Columbia University Press, 2022), brings out the hidden 
story of this Black radical. I first read his 1919 poem 
“If We Must Die” while I was in prison reading George 
Jackson’s Soledad Brother: The Prison Letters.

Jackson wrote that we are always “pressed to the 
wall.” Yet you have to fight anyway, and some of us do 
our best fighting when up against the wall. He ends his 
letter by saying: “I don’t mind dying but I’d like to have 
the opportunity to fight back” (p. 103). 

Jackson highlights the condition of all 
our people. Capital has nothing for you. If you 
don’t have skills to be absorbed as a cog into its 
machinery, it spits you out. “If We Must Die” speaks 
directly to that as it did to hunger strikers at 
Pelican Bay. We were dying anyway, and we knew 
we had nothing to lose when embarking on our, 
ultimately successful, movement to end perpetual 
solitary confinement in California prisons.

Anyone who belongs to the human family would 
have no problem with the poem. “If We Must Die” 
became a signifier of “Bolshevism” to both left and 
right. Bolshevism is not a strictly Russian development, 
it is a reach for the universal of being human in a way 
that transcends all racial and class distinctions. It is a 
fundamental commitment to a life struggle to lift the 
incubus of capitalism and let humanity live.

“If We Must Die” was written in 1919, the year of “hot 
summer.” The counter-revolution knew that the Russian 
Revolution was not just Russia. It excited the imagination 
of people all over the world who didn’t have any power. 

‘If We Must Die’

continued on p. 8
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by Adele
On Oct. 8, 2022, the Women’s March and other groups 

held a Women’s Wave Day of Action, demanding a nation-
wide right to abortion. Thousands rallied and marched 
to the U.S. Capitol grounds to urge the public to turn 
the Congress Democratic in the midterm elections and 
to hold all politicians accountable for reproductive rights. 

Similar marches were held in numerous cities in all 
50 states, also protesting the imposition of local anti-
abortion laws. Our Rights DC, the group organizing 
protests for months outside the homes of the right-wing 
Supreme Court justices overturning Roe v. Wade, held 
simultaneous protests at the homes of all six.
WOMEN’S RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS

Demonstrators noted the centrality of reproductive 
rights to all human rights. Rachel O’Leary Carmona, 
Women’s March executive director, stated, “Now every-
thing feels very much like a fight for everything we love.” 
Staci Lee, age 45, stated, “I don’t know why they are now 
saying we are a Christian nation. We are a melting pot 
nation, and putting your religious views on everything 
is just wrong.” Merritt Andruss, age 75, stated, “I’m 
still concerned about losing our democracy.” Signs read, 
“Abort the Court!” “Girls Just Wanna Have Fundamental 
Rights!” “Won’t Go Back!” and “Abortion Justice Voter!” 

On Oct. 6, students at 60 high schools and uni-
versities in 29 states held student walkouts and 
events for reproductive justice. The Day of Student 
Action was organized by the Graduate Student Ac-

Women organize and educate for abortion rights
tion Network (GSAN), which formed in response to the 
Supreme Court decision, alongside the Young Democratic 
Socialists of America. GSAN sent a letter demanding 
President Biden declare a public health emergency and 
provide free abortion pills and pregnancy tests by mail. 

Their letter to Congress demands safe, legal, 
accessible abortion, free contraception of all vari-
eties, and federally mandated sex education. GSAN 
and numerous other student groups plan to con-
tinue fighting for these, often using social media 
to organize. They’ve become interested in issues 
including climate, justice, Indigenous sovereignty, 
and health insurance.

Student disability groups became involved since doc-
tors and pharmacies have denied medications for chronic 
illnesses to women if they can be used to induce abor-
tions. This happened to a 14-year-old Arizona girl with 
severe arthritis. 
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

Mexican feminist groups including Las Libres and 
Red Necesito Abortar, mail free abortion pills to U.S. 
volunteers distributing them to women. They provide 
medical and legal advice over the phone. Aid Access in 
the Netherlands and Women on Web in Canada sell pills 
through the mail. Plan C is a website list of online U.S. 
pharmacies selling them. This method has limitations. It 
cannot induce late-term abortions or expel ectopic preg-
nancies, and some may still face arrest. However, U.S. 
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Ukraine makes gains, 
Putin brandishes nukes

“Hijab has nothing to do with morality, religion or 
ethics” but is “what the political elite wants, and it is how 
they came to power. Making hijab mandatory for all means 
that the regime governs your most private realm and is 
present everywhere. If it had to do with religion, it would 
have been a private matter between women and their God. 
But the Iranian government has declared itself as the force 
of God and their legitimacy depends on it.”

—Elham Gheytanchi, associate 
professor of sociology, Santa Monica College

“The anger isn’t over just Mahsa’s death, but that she 
should have never been arrested in the first place. Because 
[protesters] have nothing to lose they are standing up and 
saying, ‘Enough of this. I am willing to die to have a life 
worth living.’” —Shadi Sadr, a prominent 

 human rights lawyer
As we go to press the revolution in Iran continues 

to deepen. How 
fearful the Ira-
nian regime 
is can be mea-
sured in the 
inhumanity of 
their reaction. 
Their main en-
emy are the 
children of Iran. 
Even the leader 
of the thuggish 
“Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard 
Corps” (IRGC) 
admitted that 
the average age 
of those arrest-
ed is 15—mean-
ing that many 
are younger. 

School-
girls are the 
leaders. So 
terrified is 
the regime of these children that Iranian security 
forces are raiding schools, barging into classrooms, 
roughing up schoolgirls, shoving them, throwing 
them into cars, firing teargas into school buildings, 
and beating them so brutally that several have died 
and others have been hospitalized. 

The regime could not contain its savagery as in the 
murders of Sarina Esmailzadeh and Nika Shakarami, 
two sixteen-year-old protesters. “The security forces 
smashed Nika’s skull, broke her teeth and dislocated her 
cheekbone, her mother has said in interviews; Sarina’s 
head was fractured after she was hit repeatedly with a 

baton until she bled to death.” 
Children who are not beaten to death or shot out-

right by bullets aimed at their hearts and heads, are 
being rounded up and locked into so-called “psychiatric 
centers.” We have yet to hear the horror they are being 
subjected to in these concentration camps. The problem 
for Iran’s rulers isn’t that Iranian youth are being misled 
by the West or don’t comprehend their reality, it is that 
they do.
THE REVOLT IS UBIQUITOUS

The revolt is everywhere. On Oct. 15 a huge fire broke 
out at Iran’s torture chamber, Evin Prison, built originally 
to hold those fighting the Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
regime in 1972. It is now famous for torturing and execut-
ing tens of thousands of dissidents in the 1980s. Iran Wire 
calls it “one of the most savage political mass killings in 

modern histo-
ry.” It continues 
to hold and tor-
ture dissidents 
to this day.

Two days 
before the 
Evin fire, 40 
women pris-
oners held 
a meeting 
where they 
solidarized 
with those 
fighting the 
regime. Many 
spoke at the 
meeting, in-
cluding hu-
man rights ac-
tivist Narges 
Mohammadi, 
who said:

 “For 43 
years, an au-

thoritarian and misogynistic government has controlled 
all aspects of Iranians’ lives, and everyone who has pro-
tested faces brutal repression. Our fathers and mothers 
were imprisoned, tortured and executed in the 1980s by 
the same authorities who are violently killing our 16-year-
old boys and girls in the streets today.” 

Schoolgirls, prisoners and millions of others are 
joined by petrochemical workers who are striking in 
Asaluyeh near the Persian Gulf, inspiring other workers 
in Bushehr Province. Chanting: “This year is the year of 
Blood! Seyed Ali Khamenei is done!” and “Down with the 

A fraction of the crowd of students at Amir Kabir University protesting forced hijab and the whole Iranian 
Regime on Sept. 20, 2022.

Wikimedia/Darafsh
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networks are rapidly growing. Right-wingers fear it could 
make abortion more accessible than before Roe v. Wade.

Molly Davis of Islander Feminists at Texas A&M Uni-
versity stated that destigmatizing abortion through educa-
tion is important. She said youth are realizing this. “We’ve 
found a sense of unity, and it’s empowering to work in an or-
ganization with others my age fighting for the same thing.” 

Over 800 scientists and several scientific orga-
nizations provided evidence to the Supreme Court 
that abortion is essential to women’s healthcare. 
They proved abortion availability important to 
women’s access to jobs and careers, contradicting 
right-wing women who claim it’s no longer neces-
sary since they personally hadn’t needed one. 

The conservative justices overturned Roe on a techni-
cality anyway. The right wing knows disempowering and 
controlling women is part of establishing an authoritarian 
country. As a result of this assault on our rights, women, 
youth, and our allies are more aware of the importance of 
reproductive justice to our lives and democracy. They are 
motivated to organize and creatively fight back.

continued from p. 1
Abortion rights now!

‘Women Unsilenced’
by Adele

In 1993, Linda MacDonald and Jeanne Sarson, two 
Canadian public-health nurses and the authors of Women 
Unsilenced: Our Refusal to Let Torturer-Traffickers Win, 
started Flight into Freedom, a weekly, private-practice 
therapy session for women experiencing domestic and 
sexual abuse. 

Their approach was informed by feminism, human 
rights, and their childhood experiences of abuse. Some 
patients had been born or married into families practic-
ing Non-State Torture (NST) which 
goes beyond abuse. Perpetrators em-
ploy the same “classic” torture tech-
niques, especially rape, used by state 
representatives—police, military, or 
prison guards. NST’s purpose is the 
enjoyment of causing pain and dehu-
manizing victims. Another purpose is 
prostituting victims to like-minded 
people who also torture and make 
pornography of them.
WHAT HAPPENS TO VICTIMS OF NST 

Like some abuse survivors, victims of NST experi-
ence “mental illnesses,” but, the authors explain, these 
are normal reactions to violence. Some experience sei-
zures, physical pain, or dissociative states as a result of 
their bodies remembering being harmed. The authors 
call for the label of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder to be 
changed to Post Traumatic Stress Response.

NST often starts in infancy. Many victims are 
still controlled as they reach adulthood. They hand 
over earnings and credit cards to fathers or other 
family members. Always feeling different, shamed, 
dehumanized, and uncertain how to behave 
around “normal” people, they are often lured home 
on visits, desiring closeness and family. They are 
tortured or trafficked again. Breaking the silence 
is important in ending the control and achieving 
mental and emotional wellness. This can take de-
cades.

Part of their therapy is to tell, write, or draw what 
happened to them. While some victims experienced Ritu-
al Abuse Torture, the authors say media sensationalism 
of this aspect of NST in the 1980s and 1990s was coun-
terproductive. Its purpose is to terrify victims and pre-
vent others from believing them. Much has changed since 
that era. Police now acknowledge that torture and “snuff” 
(murder) porn exists, some of it on the internet. Sadists 
torturing women or running suburban prostitution rings 
make headlines. The victims know who is harming them, 
and the authors allow them to remember on their own 
without probing their repressed memories.

The authors sought help from and spoke 
with experts in subjects such as brain science, 
psychology of killing in war, experiences of 
concentration camp and torture survivors, and 
refugee children’s self-expression through art. 
Yearly, since 2004, they have spoken at the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), where 
they learned from other women attendees that 
family NST exists globally. Alongside “classic” 
and “commercial-based” (prostitution) NST, they 
formulated a third category: socio-cultural norms, 
traditional, or religious-based acts include Female 
Genital Mutilation, child marriage, and acid 
attacks. Women now speak about their experiences 
of NST at UN CSW meetings. 

NST survivors call for safe houses and gathering 
spaces offering NST victimization-traumatization in-
formed care and knowledgeable protection from perpe-
trators. The authors work towards laws against NST. A 
legally binding UN human rights treaty addressing the 
global pandemic of violence against women and girls, 
including NST, is needed to hold member countries ac-
countable. 

The authors say: “healing is not only an individual 
responsibility…all of society contributes to either the 
harming or the healing of others.” MacDonald adds, “My 
ultimate dream is that we will evolve enough as human-
kind that we will prevent NST altogether.”

Women prisoners scammed at CCWF
Chowchilla, Calif.—There’s some dirty business going 

on at Central California Women’s Facility (CCWF). Wom-
en at CCWF paid for Jpay and U-Tab tablets, with a con-
tract between the state of California and Jpay. All other 
prisoners in the state were given Jpay tablets to “borrow.”

We were never told Jpay was a “pilot program.” 
So we purchased accessories, music, games, emails, 
and e-stamps. We have numerous videos, photos 
and emails from loved ones saved on the tablets. We 
had a lot of money invested and some things you 
can’t put a dollar amount on, due to their sentimen-
tal value.

As of July 1, the state entered a contract with a dif-
ferent tech company “GTL/ViaPath.” Now we have to 
move everything to “borrowed” GTL tablets.
RULES KEEP CHANGING, WOMEN KEEP PAYING

Then in September we were told we must destroy, 
erase, or send out our paid-for, allowable property and all 

content without compensation! This is theft and fraud, to 
“dupe” prisoners by advertising to purchase more music, 
games, stamps, and books. 

Advertisements in January 2022 included en-
ticement to buy a new model “Jpay-6 tablet,” only 
to have it taken away without compensation. Some 
women have spent $10,000 on devices and content, 
all the while believing we purchased them, to keep 
forever. The state is stealing from us after advertis-
ing to us daily to “buy more!”

The warden here tried to request that we keep our 
property, but California’s secretary of the California De-
partment of Corrections and rehabilitation (CDCr) de-
nied that request. 
PRISONCRATS TAKE ADVANTAGE 

It is so wrong to take advantage of us. We’re women 
inmates, and they feel like they can do whatever they 
want to do to us.

CCWF is the largest women’s prison in the world. 
This is the example CDCr is setting for other prisons to 
do to women inmates as well. A similar scam by the state 
of Florida was stopped in court, so we have hope! We just 
need to get the word out there, for society to see what 
is happening to their moms, sisters, daughters, aunts, 
grandmoms, etc. 

Knowledge is power! —S.N.

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

In October, hundreds of Stanford University women 
students marched. They were protesting the university’s 
inadequate response to its extreme rape culture. A 
study showed 40% of women students experienced 
“nonconsensual sexual contact”. Recently, one rapist 
abducted a woman from her Stanford office, another 
grabbed a woman from a parking lot in daylight. Protesters 
demanded Stanford expel students guilty of sexual assault 
and fire faculty and staff with Title IX violations. They 
demanded a $1 million commitment towards trauma-
informed training for all counselors and Vaden Health 
Center workers and hiring more Confidential Support 
Team counselors. 

*   *   *
In September, in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Wissam and 

Fatima al-Taweel, ages 21 and 20, posted Facebook videos 
describing jumping from their home’s balcony to escape 
their father’s violence and death threats. This inspired 
a social media campaign under an Arabic hashtag that 
translates to “Save_Wissam_Fatima.” Feminist organiza-
tions helping them received an unprecedented backlash 
of intimidation and defamation. Zainab al-Ghunaimi of 
the Center for Women’s Legal Researches and Consult-
ing stated, “There are prominent and religious figures 
who threaten feminist organizations either through writ-
ten statements on social media or in their Friday ser-
mons. These threats incite the Palestinian street against 
women’s institutions, and prompt aggressive behavior by 
husbands, fathers or brothers against women who are 
defended by these organizations.” The Palestinian NGO 
Network called on human rights institutions and local au-
thorities to protect women’s rights NGOs in Gaza.

*   *   *
In October, Feminist Dynamism, a coalition of 12 

feminist and civil rights groups in Tunisia, demonstrated 
in front of the Higher Electoral Authority, protesting 
President Kais Saied’s new commission to manage 
elections. They said the commission “is not representative 
of all segments of the Tunisian society as its structure is 
dominated by men, and seeks to exclude women from the 
entire electoral process.” They also protested a new law 
that people must pay to nominate candidates. Previously, 
parliamentary elections had a goal of 50% representation 
of women and 25% representation of youth. Feminist 
Dynamism has launched an online petition to amend the 
new law, and press and media unions threaten a media 
boycott of the election.

*   *   *
In August, Sabah Al Alwani became the first woman 

appointed to Yemen’s Supreme Judicial Council. Politi-
cian Rasha Jarhum stated this “will enhance women’s 
access to justice in general, but women still face many 
challenges, including violence, discriminatory laws and 
institutions, and a society that perceives them as inferior.” 
In February, women activists holding vigils and meeting 
with officials won the right to be issued passports with-
out a male guardian’s approval. Not having passports had 
prevented women from seeking education or medical care 
abroad. Lawyer and women’s rights supporter Yasser Al 
Maliky stated, “The war has delayed many political gains, 
which I believe are the first path to empowerment in other 
fields. The culture of society is still hostile to women and 
this stems from a distorted cultural, religious, and legal 
legacy towards them.” The war has killed over 230,000 
since 2014. The UN uncovered a pattern of rape and de-
tention of women activists in areas where Houthi rebels 
impose their fundamentalist ideology.

‘Exceptions’ are a lie

by Terry Moon
Jessica Valenti is the author of the podcast “Abortion, 

Every Day,” which is a fabulous write-up and survey of 
what’s happening every day on abortion. It’s a gift for all 
of us who are concerned about women’s freedom, includ-
ing our bodily autonomy without which freedom is not 
possible. One thing she’s been hammering home is how 
the so-called “exceptions” for rape and incest to draconian 
abortion bans are a cruel joke, and a means to make rabid 
anti-abortion Republicans appear “reasonable.”
INACCESSIBLE ‘EXCEPTIONS’

As Valenti says: “…abortion exceptions are a lie: A 
political tool that’s more about helping Republicans’ pub-
lic image than making abortion accessible to victims.” 
They pass abortion bans knowing those they supposedly 
represent don’t want them, and then pretend to “compro-
mise” by promising “exceptions” that no woman can actu-
ally access. We’ve seen this being played out even where 
the “exception” is for the “health” of the pregnant person. 

But it is not an exception when the women who 
need abortions or they will die have to become so 
sick that doctors can be sure that they will die, 
without that abortion. These laws have been writ-
ten in such a way that doctors are afraid to give a 
woman an abortion no matter if she may die, was 
raped or is ten years old.

The “exceptions” are impossible because they have 
draconian requirements, such as reporting a rape to law 
enforcement in a certain number of days, because we 
know that all women lie about being raped. Only one out 
of three rapes are reported to police, who to this day often 
blame the woman, think she’s lying, or just never really 
investigate. If it ever goes to trial—and very few of them 
do—too often it is the woman who ends up being inter-
rogated, her reputation likely destroyed.

Valenti points out that the rape exceptions being de-
bated in South Carolina “require victims not just to re-
port their attack, but to have an abortion in the earliest 
days of their pregnancy…{T]hat’s especially difficult for 
those who need to raise money…take time off work, or—
for women and girls who have been traumatized—come to 
terms with the fact that they’re pregnant at all.”

Incest is even harder. Do these Republicans re-
alistically expect children who become pregnant 
from being raped by a relative to come forward be-
fore they’re too far along to get an abortion in a 
state that has an abortion ban? No, they don’t. Not 
only are many incest victims too young to under-
stand the ramifications of what is happening, or to 
understand that they are pregnant, but often they 
care about the person raping them and they cer-
tainly see them as a figure of authority over them.

These laws were designed this way on purpose. Re-
publicans now touting bans are liars. As this is being pub-
lished before the election, we can only hope that voters 
see through Republican lies about meaningless “excep-
tions” and vote the misogynist bullies out of office. 

Thousands demonstrated in San Francisco against the Supreme Court 
ruling and for abortion rights, part of a nationwide action, June 24, 2022.
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Do you have something to say 
about the fight for the right to 

control our own bodies? In News 
& Letters people in struggle 

speak for themselves. We want 
to hear from you. Contact 
information is on page 8. 

https://jessica.substack.com/p/the-exceptions-lie?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/criminal-justice-system
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/criminal-justice-system


NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2022 NEWS & LETTERS – www.newsandletters.org Page 3

Amazon Prime Day is for job actions National Costco pact 
The Teamsters Union (IBT) announced on Oct. 21 

ratification of the first national master contract for union-
ized Costco workers, 73% of whom voted in favor. Workers 
had rejected Costco’s first offer, with 93% voting against. 

The Teamster master freight agreement, established 
in 1964, standardizing wages and pension benefits and 
working conditions across the local and long-haul truck-
ing industry, was a tool to minimize any race to the bot-
tom among competing truck lines. 
WILDCATS AGAINST SELLOUT DEALS

Even under the mobbed-up control of IBT Presidents 
like Jimmy Hoffa and Frank Fitzsimmons, there were oc-
casions where key Locals in places like Los Angeles and 
Chicago could go on wildcat strike and block a sweetheart 
contract, notably in 1970. 

At Costco, only about one out of five locations are 
unionized, a situation that stems from Costco’s merger 
with a company whose warehouse workers were already 
union members. When given the choice between Wal-
Mart with its public image as the nation’s leading retail 
union buster, many workers have chosen to BUY UNION 
at Costco. Yet stores in cities with a tradition of labor mil-
itancy as strong as in Chicago remain non-union,

The image of Wal-Mart as the ultimate union bust-
er has obscured for many that Target has long had the 
same number of union workers as Wal-Mart: zero. That 
would surprise those who knew that Target’s predecessor, 
Dayton-Hudson, had union workers in their department 
stores. But after Amazon warehouse workers in Staten Is-
land successfully won a union representation vote, Target 
workers in Virginia petitioning to form a union exposed 
the full fury of Target’s anti-union policy.

This first national master contract for Costco, if there 
is any point to singing “Solidarity Forever” at union gath-
erings, needs to form the basis for reaching out and or-
ganizing the majority of Costco warehouses that remain 
non-union. Why not test just how neutral Costco is about 
workers seeking union representation? 
FEAR OF WORKERS’ CONTROL

We have watched this year as the owners of Amazon 
and Target and Wal-Mart would rather pay any part of 
their billions to obstruct the organizing efforts of workers 
at their companies than to offer workers increased wages 
and overdue benefits. What strikes even more fear into 
them is conceding to workers a voice on the shop floor, let 
alone the specter of workers’ control. 

A fully-organized army of Costco workers would un-
dercut corporate union-busting campaigns, and help to 
overcome the anti-worker laws and NLRB, whether ap-
pointed by Trump or by Biden.

—Veteran Chicago Teamster 

already spent on mandatory staff meetings where the 
company mis-conveys the interests at stake. 

Anti-union consultants in Schodack were paid $3,200 
per day. A powerpoint slide, leaked to the Hudson Mo-
hawk magazine, read: “An authorization card is a legal 
document shared with the government. The card becomes 
property of the union and they or third parties can con-
tact you outside of working hours… and may show up at 
your home.” 

Workers in Schodack vow to contest the result, 
just as in Bessemer, Ala., where the workers suc-
ceeded in getting a second vote that is still too close 
to call.

Meanwhile, Amazon continues to pursue objections 
to the April 1 union-yes result in Staten Island, N.Y. 
About 100 union workers there held a sit-down strike on 
Oct. 6 when smoke from an extinguished trash compactor 
fire was still present in the warehouse. 
MASS SUSPENSIONS

Sitting down to occupy the facility office, they asked 
to be sent home with one day’s pay, as happened with the 
prior shift of workers. At least 50 of the striking workers 
were suspended without pay over the incident.

Amazon CEO Andy Jassy’s compensation package 
amounts to 6,400 times the median pay of a worker! The 
worker, through her labor, created almost all the surplus 
value in this equation, and she would love to balance the 
seesaw for once. —Buddy Bell

Saied buries Tunisia’s 
Arab Spring Revolution

Tunisia’s President Kais Saied has now completed 
a counter-revolution that is aimed at ending the Arab 
Spring that the Tunisian masses launched in December 
2010. Since coming to power in 2019, he has gotten rid 
of Parliament and ended judicial oversight, and now has 
maneuvered a new constitution for the country. This gives 
him almost total power.

His one-man rule has not stopped the social-political-
economic contradictions at the heart of Tunisia’s difficul-
ties, but rather has only exacerbated them. Along with 
massive unemployment, particularly among the youth, 
and a staggering debt, Tunisia is now faced with the fact 
that basic food commodities—sugar, tea and flour—are in 
short supply.
REGIME OPPONENTS PUNISHED

Saied has no solution to any of these problems, only 
authoritarian rule to try and keep everyone in line, in-
cluding punishing journalists and anyone else who criti-
cizes the government. He has also cracked down on the 
moderate Islamist party Ennahda. Ennahda was closely 
involved in the post-2011 Revolutionary governments 
that tried to rule, but often diverted and even subverted 
the gains and hopes of those who made the revolution for 
almost a decade.

One cannot understand how Saied could come to pow-
er, disrupting and manipulating the government, without 
looking briefly at some of the limitations and tensions 
post the 2011 Revolution. Four difficulties stand out:

1) The unresolved religious-secular tension 
within the country. Ennahda was involved in the 
overthrow of the old regime. But fears arose as to 
whether it would impose religious restrictions on 
women’s rights and on alcohol consumption. This 
focus on religious-secular tensions often left other 
concerns, particularly deep economic problems, 
unaddressed.

2) The limitations of seeking a political transforma-
tion of society without fully tackling the needed social/
economic framework that was strangling Tunisian and 
other Middle East societies involved in the great Arab 
Spring uprisings.
UNEMPLOYMENT AND DEBT

3) The failure to overcome the economic problems 
of mass unemployment and debt that characterized 
Tunisian society and which only became worse after 
2011. To solve unemployment, government employment 
was expanded by the tens of thousands, but with no 
means to pay salaries except through borrowing and more 
borrowing. Debt mounted. 

No real solution to the vast problem of unemploy-
ment could be found within the capitalist framework in 
an underdeveloped country. This was part of the limita-
tion of all the Arab Spring Revolutions.

4) A 2015 amnesty was granted to all the leaders in-
volved in the repressive, corrupt regime in power prior to 
2011. Without even a trial, the government freely gave 
pardons to those who robbed the country and murdered 
revolutionaries, leaving the Tunisian population stunned 
and disgusted.

By 2019 the door was open to the false alternative of 
Kais Saied. —Eugene Walker

Votes that matter
Detroit—The election of 2020 gave a giant push for the 

Right to turn elections into weapons for abrogating rights 
and freedoms, especially those of women and minorities. 
It is a primrose path to outright fascism. 

They have usurped all aspects of the electoral pro-
cess, coupled with distortions and blatant lies. Trump 
lost the election, but his agenda lives on in thousands of 
contests for school and library boards, state legislatures 
and judicial seats all over the U.S.
AGAINST VOTE STEALING

Proposal 2, or “Promote the Vote 2022”—for a 
constitutional amendment that protects the fundamental 
right to vote—required a decision by the Michigan 
Supreme Court to appear on the ballot after the 
Republican-controlled Legislature had attempted to block 
it. The Legislature had tried to pass 39 bills since 2020 to 
roll back improved voting access in the state.

Catholic bishops in Michigan launched their “Fight 
Like Heaven” campaign with letters to 243,000 regis-
tered parishioners ahead of “Respect Life” Sunday, Oct. 
2. Disguised as “a grassroots coalition,” their Citizens to 
Support MI Women and Children has thousands of volun-
teers canvassing voters to reject Proposal 3, “Reproduc-
tive Freedom for All.” So intense is the push from the pul-
pit that, at one Detroit church, some women have stopped 
going to mass until after the November election! 

HB 1893 in the Illinois Legislature would rescind the 
2021 Reproductive Health Act. It criminalizes abortion 
after a “fetal heartbeat” is detectable—there is no heart 
at six weeks, only sporadic electrical impulses. One would 
need a microscope to see what might develop into a fetus.
FUNDAMENTALISTS SEIZE LIBRARY

In Dearborn, Mich., 800 people attended a meeting 
when right-wing Muslims and Christians united to force 
the Dearborn School Board to ban all school library books 
on LGBTQ+ topics, shouting down those who disagreed.

These are examples of why the war for democracy 
is not limited to elections. Underlying that war is both 
recognizing that “democracy” alone is not revolutionary, 
and realizing that the right wing is relentless in fight-
ing against freedom and a humane world in thousands of 
small local efforts. By repeating lies and distortions, they 
hope to make their “alternate reality” the new normal.

One organization led by Black youth, the Detroit Peo-
ples’ Platform, is working to increase young and minority 
voter participation. Its “VOTE + PLUS” campaign stress-
es holding politicians accountable once they are elected. 
The slogan “all politics are local” was never more true. A 
revolutionary mass movement is needed even to get back 
to a “normal” bourgeois democracy. —Susan Van Gelder

On “Prime Day,” Oct. 11, Amazon 
warehouse workers in Moreno Valley, 
Calif., filed enough signatures to schedule 
a union vote at their facility. On the 
same day, dozens of non-union Amazon 
workers walked out of warehouses in Stone 
Mountain and Buford, Ga., to rally for $24 
per hour. Though a warehouse may employ 
thousands of workers, dozens of pickets are 
significant, given the threat of retaliatory 
firings which, among many examples, 
had occurred only recently in nearby East 
Point, Ga.
ILLINOIS WALKOUT

Later that same day, about 50 workers 
walked out of an Amazon cross-dock facility 
in Joliet, Ill., demanding better conditions. 
“It’s us that put our bodies and minds 
behind this behemoth that is Amazon 
and keep it going, and it’s not us that see 
the benefit of it,” MDW2 employee Cesar 
Escutia told station WTTW, demanding 
better conditions.

On Oct. 14, at Amazon’s air freight fulfillment 
center in San Bernardino, Calif., 23-year-old worker 
Anna Ortega joined a walkout. “With the rising cost of 
everything in our lives, it’s getting tough to make ends 
meet,” she told the Washington Post. “It doesn’t make any 
sense that people who work here should be on food stamps 
or struggling financially.” Participants in the walkout 
also called for better heat safety measures, as their region 
regularly gets hotter than 100 degrees.
RAINING CASH FOR UNION-BUSTING

On Oct, 18, Amazon prevailed in a union election 
in Schodack, N.Y. The company had buttered up work-
ers with a single $1 raise, adding to millions of dollars 

Michigan MAGA threats
Kalamazoo, Mich.—The bourgeois political landscape 

in Michigan consists of Detroit, with its Black and Demo-
crat voters, versus the rest of the white and mainly Re-
publican state. Within the Detroit area, Oakland County 
was traditionally in the Republican camp, and Macomb 
County still is. 

The epicenter once was probably in the Grand 
Rapids-Holland-Muskegon area, which used to be known 
as “Dutch Country,” although Kent County, where Grand 
Rapids is located, flipped to Biden in 2020. 

During the protests against George Floyd’s murder, 
Grand Rapids had more violence than any other Michigan 
city. Recently, a police officer was found guilty of murder 
in the case of an African refugee, Patrick Lyoya, whom he 
shot in the back of the head after a traffic stop.
ROGUES’ GALLERY

There were ten Republican candidates for Governor 
originally, but five were disqualified by the Bureau of 
Elections over massive numbers of fraudulent signatures 
on nominating petitions! Remember, they are the ones 
who are crying fraud when they are the ones doing it. 

All but one of the candidates remaining accept-
ed Trump’s lie about the election, and backed a ban 
on abortion with no exceptions for rape and incest 
or to protect the life of the pregnant woman. That 
included the nominee, Tudor Dixon. 

Dixon got the nod from lil’ donnie and she won. Sur-
prise! She made national headlines when she said a 
14-year-old girl, who had been raped by her uncle, should 
carry the pregnancy to term. 

I would describe Dixon as the doppelganger candi-
date: I saw Tudor Dixon in a political ad on TV. It took my 
age-addled brain about 15 seconds to realize that I wasn’t 
looking at Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.

Hey, it’s probably a good strategy: fool Democrats 
into voting for the Republican because they can’t tell the 
difference, while basing your politics on Trump’s lie. 
TRUMP SOUGHT REVENGE

Also, Rep. Peter Meijer, the grocery store scion who 
voted in the House of Representatives to impeach Trump, 
was defeated in the Republican primary by John Gibbs, a 
Trumpist. And so, dear readers, I am sorry to disappoint, 
but that is the state of bourgeois political economy here in 
the Great Lakes state of Michigan leading into the gen-
eral election. 

As Karl Marx put it when he referred to the bour-
geoisie of his own time: “The heights of their intellect re-
semble a flat plain.” Some things never change. 

—Curtis

Warehouse workers picket Amazon, October 2022.
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https://www.mediasanctuary.org/stories/2022/union-votes-no-at-alb1-amazon-warehouse-in-schodack/
https://www.mediasanctuary.org/stories/2022/union-votes-no-at-alb1-amazon-warehouse-in-schodack/
https://indypendent.org/2022/10/alu-loses-albany-union-vote-vows-to-contest-election-over-amazons-flouting-of-labor-laws/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/nation/story/2022-10-17/labor-agency-tallies-votes-in-another-amazon-union-election
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/nation/story/2022-10-17/labor-agency-tallies-votes-in-another-amazon-union-election
https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/amazon-suspends-50-staten-island-union-workers-protest-warehouse-fire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/oct/26/amazon-union-workers-strike-protests?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://supportmiwomenandchildren.org/
https://supportmiwomenandchildren.org/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/amazon-workers-hold-walkouts-prime-day-two-locations
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/oct/26/amazon-union-workers-strike-protests?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/oct/26/amazon-union-workers-strike-protests?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2022/08/15/amazon-air-hub-walkout-labor-union/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/nation/story/2022-10-17/labor-agency-tallies-votes-in-another-amazon-union-election
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Contradictions in Iranian Revolution

Editor’s note: This is the first half of a Political-
Philosophic Letter titled “Iran: Unfoldment of, and 
Contradictions in, Revolution” (second half next issue), 
one of a series written by Raya Dunayevskaya during 
and after the 1979 Iranian Revolution. The series was 
published in a pamphlet, Iran: Revolution and Coun-
ter-Revolution, available in The Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection, #7219, along with its Farsi translation dis-
tributed by Iranian revolutionaries, #7266. Due to space 
limitations, most footnotes have been eliminated here.

March 25, 1979
I. A Whole Host of Specters Haunting 
Khomeini’s “Islamic Revolution”
Dear Friends:

A whole host of specters are haunting Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini’s “Islamic Republic” before even it is 
officially established. There is the specter of a full social 
revolution in the unfoldment of the Iranian Revolution 
which, after all, witnessed a series of the greatest, most 
powerful and sustained mass mobilizations for months 
on end before the three days of insurrection. Clearly, 
Feb. 9-12 had not only driven the Shah and his stooge, 
Bakhtiar, from the throne, but the manner in which the 
workers ended their general strike to return to work 
without returning their guns, as the Ayatollah had com-
manded, showed that only Chapter 1 of the Revolution 
had ended. It put a special emphasis to the complaints 
of his appointed Prime Minister, Bazargan, about lack of 
production. As the Deputy Prime Minister, Entezan, put 
it: “Despite the Ayatollah’s commands, none of the ma-
jor industries in the country are functioning because the 
workers spend all their time holding political meetings.”

As if Workers’ Councils, Neighborhood Com-
mittees, anjumani, many new forms of spontane-
ous organization, and youth dominant in all, did 
not take on the apparition of a dual government, 
there came, with the celebration of International 
Women’s Day, a mass outpouring of women, bear-
ing the banner, “We made the revolution for free-
dom, and got unfreedom,” which may very well 
have opened Chapter 2 of the Iranian Revolution. It 
is true there had been other outbursts of criticism 
of Khomeini from the Fedayeen. But whereas 
Khomeini’s friend, Yasir Arafat of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO), persuaded them 
to call off the march to Khomeini’s headquarters 
and, instead, hold a rally at Tehran University, the 
Women’s Liberationists took to the streets.

No doubt Khomeini was ignorant of the fact 
that March 8 was International Women’s Day and 
the Iranian women intended to make their celebra-
tion of the past a claim on the present and future 
when he issued the March 7 order for the women 
to wear the chador. But his mild retreat—the claim 
that it was a “duty, not an order”—hardly suc-
ceeded in exorcising the new specter. Quite the contrary. 
Though the Ayatollah criticized the goons who attacked 
the march, tried to stone the women, and shot three, the 
women felt that those goons were in fact practicing what 
the Ayatollah preached as “Islamic law.”

FOR FIVE STRAIGHT DAYS THE WOMEN CON-
TINUED their marches, and not only against Khomeini, 
but against Prime Minister Bazargan, and on March 10 
held a three-hour sit-in at the Ministry of Justice. Nor did 
they tolerate the mass media’s autocratic choice of what 
they would photograph, whom they would give voice to, 
whom they would focus on. Instead of letting their protests 
go unrecorded, the women marched upon the mass media, 
thus exposing the fact that the censorship there is now 
almost as total as it was during the Shah’s dictatorship. 
Think how quickly those bourgeois and petty-bourgeois 
opportunists changed sides. They waited two days after 
the insurrection started before they came to the radio to 
announce that they will not oppose the people but be “the 
voice of the revolution.” That was Feb. 11. The very next 
day they snuck in an adjective; they now called themselves 
the “voice of the Islamic revolution.”

Nor was the Ayatollah calmed by the fact that the 
Women’s Liberationists produced a schism in the Fe-
dayeen (and to a lesser extent also in the Mujahideen). 
For, while a good part condemned the actions of the 
women, others formed a human chain on both sides of 
the march to protect them from further harassment. That 
certainly was a great advance over the beginnings of the 
Portuguese Revolution in 1975 where the Left males at-
tacked the women’s demonstrations with impunity. 1979 
in Iran showed, at one and the same time, that male revo-
lutionaries would not permit attacks on women revolu-
tionaries, and women were striking out on their own as a 
way of deepening the content of revolution.

Finally, the Women’s Liberationists focused on their 
internationalism, not limited to the invitations to Kate 
Millett from the U.S. and Claudine Mulard from France 
(who had come to express their solidarity with the Irani-
an women revolutionaries). The more crucial point is that 
the Iranian women felt that literally millions throughout 
the world were with them.

It is this that so frightened the Ayatollah that 
he dared call the Women’s Liberationists “agents of 

imperialism” (to which we’ll return later). The expulsion 
of Kate Millett is but an example of how he intends to roll 
the clock backward in his attempt to exorcise all these 
specters as he must first try to stop those fighting for self-
determination with guns in hand—the Kurdish rebels.

UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES OF EVER 
NEW FORCES OF REVOLUTION, for male revolu-
tionaries to disregard how total the revolution must be 
if it is to uproot the exploitative, racist, sexist society, 
and once again try to subordinate women’s struggles as 
a “mere part of the whole” (as if the whole can be without 
its parts), is to play into the hands of the reactionaries, 
be that the “secular” Bazargan government or the Ayatol-
lah Khomeini who is trying to “institutionalize” his Is-
lamic “revolution,” that is to say, confine it to where he 
can steal the fruit of the revolution—freedom—and leave 
the masses who made it at the bottom, as in any and all 
class societies.

The schisms within the ruling class are not as irrec-
oncilable as between labor and capital. Nor are they only a 
question of secular vs. theocratic rule. The fact that Kho-
meini nevertheless tried to keep some distance away from 
the planned March 5 celebration of the 12th anniversary 
of Mossadegh, who was the first to nationalize the oil in-
dustry and shake up the Shah’s throne, throws a glaring 
light on what he intends to do with his so-called Islamic 
Revolution. Bazargan, who did sit on the platform, was 
not recognized as any voice of the 1951-53 revolt and thus 
was in no position to serve as any bridge between the dis-
sident bourgeois liberal factions. Instead, the person who 
spoke first was Mossadegh’s grandson, Hedayat Matine-
Daftari, who criticized Bazargan’s attack on the exten-
sion of democratic rights.

More significant was the voice of the Ayatollah 
Taleghani, who had broken with the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Committee in late February, approving 
instead elected, not appointed, workers’ commit-
tees, thus making sure that the revolution does not 

stop at its very first step, the overthrow of the Shah.
There is no point in underestimating the power of 

the Ayatollah Khomeini, whom many are now treating 
as an Imam even if he has not exorcised those specters 
haunting his revolution. That counter-revolution is 
right within the Revolution. He knew how to hit at the 
women, mobilizing a few thousand to march with their 
chadors against the women who were protesting a great 
deal more than dress. What the Women’s Liberation-
ists learned here was that not all women are sis-
ters. It is, after all, a slander to make it appear as if it 
were a mere question of women against men. “Sexual pol-
itics” is anything but that; the male chauvinism exposed, 
and that included of the Ayatollah Khomeini, was 
the limitation of the freedom of humanity, the abrogation 
of the civil rights—political, economic, intellectual, class.

In the latter case—the most worrisome for the Ayatol-
lah—it was the way the workers, in this case the printers, 
united with the Youth on what seemed most abstract—
works on philosophy of revolution, on politics, strategy, on 
internationalism, to satisfy their thirst for knowledge of 
all to do with revolution. Thus, in the very midst of revolu-
tion when the general strike was at its height, the print-
ers decided to work double shifts so that they could satisfy 
that thirst. As one eyewitness report describes it: “Books 
are flowing at the people as fast as soldiers’ bullets...they 
read everything about revolution. All Marxian books that 
have been translated into Persian are being reprinted and 
spread hand to hand and house to house: Capital, Paris 
Commune, Communist Manifesto, What Is to Be Done?, 
State and Revolution, Imperialism, Wretched of the Earth, 
Black Skin, White Masks, Dying Colonialism.”1 A further 
account reported a new translation of Marx’s 1844 Essay 
1. See “Eyewitness report: Iran’s ongoing revolution” (N&L, 
March 1979), which further describes “the self-activity, self-orga-
nizing and creativity of the masses of the people. It has amazed 
both revolutionaries and reactionaries. In every city and village 
you can find all kinds of self-created committees, councils, as-
sociations and other forms of organizations, such as Kanoon 
(which means focus) or Anjumani (soviets). Every strata has its 
own organization: students, writers, lawyers, teachers, bazaar 
merchants, bank and government staffs, and workers. Workers 
Committees have discharged all the government-made unions 
and called for formation of a ‘Confederation of Iranian Workers.’” 
See also the eyewitness account in Intercontinental Press (Feb. 
26, 1979).

on Alienated Labor and innumerable leaflets.
How idiotic indeed is the bourgeois press that keeps 

repeating old official (SAVAK [the Shah’s secret police]?) 
figures that Marxists number but 2% of the population!
II. The Main Enemy Is Always At Home 

The workers in revolution need no “vanguard parties” 
to tell them that the main enemy is at home, that the 
conflict between labor and capital is irreconcilable, and 
that native capital has such overwhelming tie-ins with 
imperialism that, if its life is threatened, the capitalists 
will certainly ask for imperialism to come to their aid 
in bringing on full counter-revolution. But under no cir-
cumstances does that mean any slackening of the work-
ers’ own self-activity, self-organization, self-development, 
thus deepening the revolution. Thus, no sooner had Ba-
zargan tried to reassert his full authority by a takeover of 
the oil industry than some of the workers’ leaders at once 
resigned from the workers’ committees in protest. Listen 
to Mohammad Javad Katemi’s appeal “To All Oil Workers 
and Those Who Fight for Freedom”:

After 90 days of our heroic strike, during which 
we have cut off all supplies of oil—the livelihood 
of the reactionary regime and of its imperialist 
backers—and by the bloody struggle of the people 
we have succeeded in overthrowing the Shah...

As a representative of the oil workers—the 
heart of our industry—and as one of the initia-
tors of the strikes in the oil fields....I am resign-
ing because I can see that reactionary elements 
working under the banner of Islam are conscious-
ly suppressing the people’s freedom and rights...

It was you workers who fought and suffered 
from sackings, imprisonment and the burnings 
of our homes and still we did not give up because 
we all felt a responsibility to the whole of the 
people of Iran. Myself and other representatives 
who were responsible for leading your struggle 
know better than anybody that it was you your-
selves that made the victory, not anybody else...

We do not accept any dictatorship and will 
always support those who fight for freedom...
We must remember and understand the na-
ture of imperialism which still has every-
thing in its hands. We must remember what 
happened in Portugal, Argentina and espe-
cially Chile. Until imperialism is complete-
ly smashed such things can happen again.
This type of worker opposition, if it will once again 

develop a mass base, is the way to stop the attempted 
counter-revolution provided that we, as revolution-
aries, in turn, do not forget that to speak only of anti-
imperialism as if imperialism alone was responsible for 
the counter-revolution in Chile, in Argentina, or any-
where else for that matter, is a deviation. It is a devia-
tion very welcome to and indeed calculated by the 
indigenous capitalists. That is to say, native rulers 
will say anything, anything at all so long as thereby 
the class struggle at home can be subordinated to 
fighting everything “foreign” as Enemy Number 
One. What World War II showed us was that, outside of 
Hitler himself, none were more adept at playing the na-
tionalist game than Peron, and, contrary to Hitler, he suc-
ceeded in so fooling the Left with his “anti-imperialism” 
that many hailed him as a “revolutionary.” To this day, 
Peronism has so brainwashed the trade union movement 
that it followed him to the end.

Or look at the Trotskyists this very moment in Iran 
who, while correctly fighting U.S. imperialism, are so 
blinded by their position that Russia is still a “workers’ 
state” rather than the other nuclearly-armed power reach-
ing for single world domination, that they only lay the 
ground for “The Vanguard Party”—Tudeh—who are even 
louder in their declamation against U.S. imperialism, as 
if it weren’t Stalin’s Russia that had occupied Iran at the 
end of World War II as U.S. imperialism and Great Brit-
ain helped keep Iran in tow during World War II.

OR LOOK AT HOW KHOMEINI is using the slo-
gan of anti-imperialism to usher in his bourgeois Islam-
ic republic, to keep Kurdistan within Iran rather than 
granting the Kurds, and the many other minorities hun-
gering for self-determination, their freedom.

The first thing Khomeini declared on Feb. 19, when 
the Kurds took up arms to fight for the autonomy they 
had been promised when they participated in the revolu-
tion against the Shah, was: “I will not tolerate this uncul-
tured behavior. I shall regard this as an uprising against 
the Islamic revolution.” Now that he has anointed himself 
as the “revolutionary” and all those who died for freedom 
and now live for it as “counter-revolutionaries,” he had 
his words given an old military voice. The Shah’s Gen-
eral Gharehnay, now speaking as the Ayatollah’s General, 
tried yelling above the din of the Kurdish arms: “The mili-
tary will never allow any part of the country to secede.” 
But the Kurds continued the struggle, claiming, however, 
that it was not secession but only autonomy they were 
demanding. For the time being there is a truce.

As for the Iranian masses, they surely have no need 
of statistics to attest to their miserable conditions of la-
bor and life It is the urban poor, 70% of whose miserable 
wages—where they have them—go for rent, who were af-
ter all the ones to explode on Feb. 11 in Tabriz. What I am 
pointing to is that the Iranian Revolution started before 
the days of insurrection. The poor and the workers were 

Part of the women’s march in Tehran, Iran, on International Women’s Day, March 8, 1979.

continued on p. 11
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Attitudes to the climate crisis and technology
by Franklin Dmitryev

In a year of climate disasters striking the world fast 
and furious, Pakistan’s devastation stands out. After a 
deadly heat wave hit South Asia for weeks in March and 
April and wildfires hit northwest Pakistan in May and 
June, the monsoon rains started early and strong, and 
kept coming. By August, one-third of Pakistan was under 
stagnant floodwaters, breeding disease, with full drain-
age expected to take six months. 

Some 33 million people were affected, with over 1,700 
killed and thousands more injured. Over 2 million lost 
their homes and 50 million are displaced, many camping 
by roadsides next to floodwaters. Over one million live-
stock died and 4 million acres of crops were destroyed. 
Flooded land calls into question planting for the next sea-
son and sharecropping farmers were thrust even deeper 
into debt.

Especially hard hit were the Baloch people, an 
oppressed minority in both Pakistan and Iran. The 
governments of both countries have left them at the 
mercy of climate-related 
damage, which is part of 
why they are in revolt.

Scientists said the 
flooding was made 50% 
worse by global heating. 
Its human effects were 
magnified by the domination 
of the country’s ruling class 
coalition of capitalists, 
landlords and the military, 
together with the global 
capitalist-imperialist 
structure in which the 
country is integrated.

As Pakistani woman 
student and writer Beenish 
Fatima wrote in The Express 
Tribune: “These floods that 
resulted because of two concomitant factors, mainly cli-
mate change at a global level and the political and insti-
tutional inability of Pakistan to manage the anticipatory 
crises, have wreaked havoc on the marginalised segments 
of society….Deep-rooted gender inequality, exacerbated 
by poverty and illiteracy, is making life more miserable 
for women after the catastrophe caused by floods.”

Pakistani artist and climate activist Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto pointed to the extension of colonial “development” 
policies, such as building dams and highways that dis-
rupted the country’s major river, the Indus, to divert ag-
riculture into cash crops for export. 

He speculated that the anger of the people is so 
deep that perhaps “A revolution is coming.”

Ibrahim Buriro wrote on the “dam-building frenzy” 
since the 1960s: “the magnitude of this disaster was made 
larger by Pakistan’s exploitation of nature in the name of 
‘progress.’ My country needs to abandon its excessively 
industrial approach to water infrastructure, lest our eco-
logical and economic situation becomes even more tenu-
ous….The dams have radically increased our vulnerabil-
ity to climate change, both because of the way they have 
caused the Indus River delta to recede and because of the 
way they can overflow when the monsoon is heavy, wors-
ening floods.”

The effects on some areas displaced farming people 
to marginal lives in cities or hard labor in Persian Gulf 
countries. In many cases local people fought these plans 
but were defeated. Buriro added: “We Pakistanis cannot 
let our own government off the hook: we have to mobi-
lize more effectively against new dam-building, and for 
policies that build our resilience to climate change and 
support its victims. But the world, too, needs to respond.” 
FIGHT FOR A HUMAN FUTURE

Pakistan’s devastation shows what the climate crisis 
holds in store for most of humanity if capitalism keeps 
dictating the direction of society. Crucially, we must fight 
the assault by the powers that be on our minds, trying 
to convince us that there is no alternative, that a trans-
formation as radical as what climate scientists call for 
would plunge us into poverty. The truth is that capitalism 
is driving humanity to destruction and impoverishing us 
economically, environmentally, culturally, socially. 

The further truth is that the real alternative, a 
social revolution leading to a society on new human 
foundations, would unleash talents and potential 
human powers and enrich us in self-development, 
creativity and unalienated social relations—even if 
it did mean an end to production of nuclear weap-
ons, advertising and superyachts for billionaires. 
That needed alternative is what must guide us in 
fighting the climate emergency and the powerful 
forces waging a war on our future.

Every year the weather disasters multiply. Destruc-
tive floods this year also hit Bangladesh, Nigeria, Sudan, 
Australia, Venezuela and more. Flooding contaminated 
the drinking water in Jackson, Miss.—a calamity perpe-
trated by the racist state establishment over years, as in 
Flint, Michigan. Extreme heat waves also hit the Middle 
East, North Africa, China, southern South America, Eu-
rope and the U.S., fueling wildfires from the Mediterra-
nean to California to Mongolia. Severe drought disrupted 
farming in China, the U.S., and Europe, triggered famine 
in East Africa, and intensified sandstorms in Iraq. 

and gas pipelines or lithium mines.
Mining for lithium, copper and other metals used in 

batteries, wind turbines and solar cells uses tons of wa-
ter, despoils the landscape and leaves toxic pollution. It 
is booming, from Chile to China, Congo to the Southwest 
U.S. As High Country News reported, “It’s not just new 
projects that are getting a boost; decades-old proposals 
that withered in the face of environmental opposition are 
now being dusted off and given a new green sheen. What 
were once just gaping global corporate-profit machines 
are being reborn as essential to the push to decarbonize.”

The technical needs of energy transition are enough 
to convince some environmentalists to overlook opposition 
from Indigenous and other marginalized communities. 
So a David Wallace-Wells, author of The Uninhabitable 
Earth: Life After Warming, joined the crowd resigning 
themselves to Senator Joe Manchin’s “permitting reform” 
bill, which is now stalled. He opined about the need for 
a “permitting reform bill, focused on building more elec-
tric transmission lines and streamlining regulatory ap-
proval for clean energy projects” in “Progressives Should 
Rally Around a Clean Energy Construction Boom” (Oct. 
5, 2022, New York Times). 

Of course, he is against “the stampeding of frontline 
communities,” but that is an afterthought not likely to be 
enforced even if such a law managed to give it lip service. 
He deplores the “perception, however inaccurate, that the 
climate left values conservation above clean energy.” But 
why shouldn’t we value human living conditions, which 
his duality omits, above energy production?

Similarly, The Atlantic’s climate specialist, Robinson 
Meyer, speculated about how Manchin’s bill would speed 
up the needed buildout of the electric grid. Those dazzled 
by technology fail to realize that, unless projects begin 
and end with the self-determination of the people in their 
path, their “progress” will turn into more disasters.
POST-MARX MARXIST ECOMODERNISM

Post-Marx Marxism is not immune to this tenden-
cy. “Ecomodernists” like Matt Huber, author of Climate 
Change as Class War and a contributor to Jacobin, argue 
that “A socialist eco-modernism should make the trans-
formation of production and the productive forces the ful-
crum of any new relation to the planet.”

As David Camfield points out, “Ecomodernist social-
ism perpetuates a longstanding idea within the marx-
ist tradition that the productive forces themselves are 
neutral; the problem is the social relations that hinder 
their deployment for progressive ends. This also tends 
to involve a narrow conception of what productive forces 
are—as just technology, and not also forms of social co-
operation—and to see them as wholly distinct from the 
relations of production. However, if we follow Marx in un-
derstanding the productive forces as the productive pow-
ers of human labour, then when thinking about these as 
they exist today we must recognize them as the produc-
tive powers of alienated human labour as developed by 
capital. This is not just a matter of the purposes to which 
they are put, but also about which technologies and forms 
of cooperation are developed and in what ways….

“In this way, ecomodernist socialism brings to mind 
Raya Dunayevskaya’s observation about the marxism of 
Second International figures like Kautsky and Hilferd-
ing: ‘there is no longer any sense of breaking the chains 
of the ubiquitous capitalist machine, nor [of]…the total 
reorganization of the relations of men at the point of pro-
duction by the men themselves.’2 Any hint of the critique 
of technology fetishism also found within the marxist tra-
dition is altogether absent. The very embrace of the eco-
modernist label by a marxist is itself remarkable, given 
that ecomodernism is so clearly a case of bourgeois ideol-
ogy.”

Or, as Dunayevskaya emphasized, “The Marxist 
truth, the plain truth, is that just as economic reality is 
not mere statistics, but is the base of existence, and just 
as the greatest productive force is not the machine, but 
the human being, so the human being is not only muscle, 
but also brain, not only energy but emotion, passion and 
force—in a word, the whole human being. This, just this, 
was of course Marx’s greatest contribution to ‘economics,’ 
or more precisely, to revolutionizing economics, to un-
earthing the whole human dimension….

“[Marx’s] world-historic view [was] not only an analy-
sis of the existing society, but a conception of a new soci-
ety based on expanding human forces, during a century 
in which the whole cultivated world thought of expanding 
material forces as the condition, activity, and purpose of 
all liberation.”3

FUNDAMENTAL DIVIDE IN THOUGHT
On this basis, she could grasp the divide in attitudes 

to automation as a divide between “two fundamental 
ways of thinking,” reflecting the class division between 
capitalists and workers. The intellectual Planners who 
became part of the New Deal state, even when they were 
Communists, fell on the same side of the divide as the 
capitalists, as did union bureaucrats:

“The sharp division between the rank and file worker 
and the labor bureaucrat is seen nowhere so clearly as 

2.  Marxism and Freedom, p. 163, where Dunayevskaya also 
points out: “It could not have been otherwise for what was miss-
ing from the ‘trustified’ concept of ‘socialization of production’ 
was the fragmentation of the worker to a cog in a machine, the 
actuality of capitalist progress as dehumanization.”
3.  Philosophy and Revolution, pp. 219, 65.

Amid over 100 tropical cyclones in 2022, Hurricane 
Fiona wracked Puerto Rico, killing 25 and knocking out 
power to the main island for weeks—again a disaster set 
up by years of racist imperialism—and tore a path all the 
way to Canada. Hurricane Ian thrashed Cuba and Flor-
ida. Severe cyclones also took a toll on Mozambique, the 
Philippines, South Korea and other countries. A powerful 
windstorm tore up farms in the Midwestern U.S.

Beyond these disasters, the less visible toll of the cli-
mate crisis is mounting: deterioration of farming condi-
tions, spread of diseases including pandemics, and extinc-
tions of more and more species.

Reactionary and centrist politicians play on a desire 
to return to normal, but the snowballing disasters expose 
that illusion, and show that we have not even reached a 
“new normal.” And while fossil fuel flunkies were busy 
casting doubt, actual conditions have time and again 
worsened far faster than climate scientists expected.

Capital continues to sabotage sufficient ac-
tions to mitigate climate change and to adapt to its 
consequences. 

It continues to sacrifice 
the well-being of the vast 
majority for the benefit of 
the rich and powerful and 
their illusions that they can 
protect themselves from the 
ravages they refuse to halt.

As disasters accu-
mulate, they have mostly 
turned from outright denial 
to greenwashing and false 
solutions that are Trojan 
horses for continuing to ex-
tract fossil fuels and destroy 
ecosystems. Many of these 
false solutions displace or 
poison marginalized people 
(Indigenous, Black, ethnic 
minorities, workers, people 

who have disabilities or are homeless or low-income).
FALSE SOLUTIONS

• Carbon capture and storage never captures all the 
carbon. Because it takes a tremendous amount of energy, 
it translates to burning more coal or natural gas, so it 
increases the toxic pollution assaulting nearby commu-
nities, the majority of which are people of color, but it 
is enshrined as a climate solution. It would also require 
thousands of miles of pipelines to be built. Climate justice 
struggles have already begun against the oil and agri-
business interests pushing these pipelines.

• Timber companies and governments created the 
fiction that burning wood is a clean alternative to coal, 
oil and gas. In reality it releases climate-heating carbon 
dioxide and fine particulates that harm people. Yet the 
European Union and the UK enshrined it as subsidized 
“renewable” energy, leading to predatory logging in old-
growth forests of Europe as well as in the Southeast U.S., 
exacerbating environmental racism and sparking envi-
ronmental justice struggles.

• Indonesia’s program to mix wood pellets with coal 
has the same drawbacks, threatening a massive increase 
in deforestation, while serving as an excuse to build more 
coal-burning power plants.

The crying need is quite the opposite: to halt 
deforestation, destruction of ecosystems, and any 
new oil, gas and coal projects. Heading off that ur-
gent need is the point of these false solutions. 

Governments camouflage themselves in green while 
they open new drilling in the North Sea, new coal mines 
in China, new pipelines in Africa, new natural gas export 
and import facilities in the U.S. and Europe. They boast 
about protecting nature while the Amazon is pushed 
toward the point of no return by burning and logging. 
Multinationals based in the North are profiting from 
it—while disregarding the rampant violence against re-
sistance from Indigenous peoples and environmentalists.
ATTITUDES TO TECHNOLOGY

One false solution after another is presented, not 
only by fossil fuel companies and their pet politicians 
but by others who are looking for technological solutions 
without social transformation because their imaginations 
cannot escape the social relations of the status quo. To-
day’s divide in attitudes to technology and climate solu-
tions is more than a political question. It is a deep divide 
in philosophy that harks back to the attitudes to auto-
mation theorized by the Marxist-Humanist revolutionary 
Raya Dunayevskaya in Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 
until Today.1

This divide reaches within the environmental move-
ment. As crucial and urgent as are science, technological 
advances and the “energy transition,” they are liable to 
turn into their opposite if they are the focus instead of 
struggles from below of people trying to take control over 
their own lives. Those struggles for self-determination 
must be understood as a revolt against alienation and 
part of the quest for universality.

A division has erupted in the movement be-
tween those who are focused on technical and ad-
ministrative demands of the buildout of renewable 
energy and those rooted in local struggles resisting 
projects imposed on them from above, whether oil 
1.  See excerpts of a key chapter, “Automation and the New Hu-
manism,” in the Nov.-Dec. 2021 issue of N&L.

ESSAY

Khairpur Nathan Shah, Mado, Faridabad, Mehar and other cities of Sindh 
covered with flood water, August 2022.

Ali Hyder Junejo
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IRAN: WOMAN, LIFE, FREEDOM
Iranian-Canadian immigrants and 

other supporters of the millions defying 
bullets of the Iranian regime under the 
slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom” gathered 
at the Halifax Waterfront on Oct. 29 and 
stretched their banners all along it. Hali-
fax was one of at least 80 cities where Ira-
nians outside of Iran met to swell inter-
national support for the movement led by 
women demanding genuine revolution.

 Bob McGuire
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

***
In Los Angeles, over 10,000 people 

came out to a series of demonstrations de-
manding an end to the Islamic regime. The 

message of the protesters in Iran is: No to 
a Shah, No to Khamenei; government by 
the people. Alarming in Los Angeles is a 
massive contingent carrying the Pahlavi 
regime’s flag as if the Shah, overthrown 
in 1979, was an angel. They are forgetting 
the atrocities by the Pahlavi regime and 
its Savak agents trained by the CIA. This 
was after the U.S. and Britain engineered 
the overthrow of the legitimate national 
government led by Dr. Mohammad Mos-
sadegh. Some protesters in L.A. carried 
the Pahlavi flag and pictures of the Shah’s 
son. The rights of workers are violated now 
by the Ayatollahs as they were under the 
Shah. What is the philosophical ground of 
those in L.A. who support the Shah? Two 
participants told me that we should not let 
thinking about the alternative to the cur-
rent regime stop us from demanding re-
gime change. In contrast, the demonstra-
tors in Iran want a new way out of the web 
of ignorance and violence brought about 
by both the present regime and the Shah. 
They want the people to decide.

 Iranian L.A. Activist
 Los Angeles

•
ELECTION THREATS AND BATTLES

The good news from Arizona is that, 
since early voting began, some MAGA 
anti-vaxxers are finally wearing masks 
in public. The bad news is, it’s the Darth 
Vader-like masks that are a part of their 
full body armor, along with their open 
carry assault weapons, when intimidat-
ing voters at ballot drop boxes. If filming 
and threatening voters is met only with 
hand-wringing, then I guess it’s also good 
news for mobsters keeping track of their 
target for a hit, or for guys who don’t want 
to be arrested while stalking their ex-girl-
friends. 

 Unintimidated voter
Arizona

***
“Joe 

Biden 
and his 
left-wing 
allies are 
INDOC-
TRI-
NATING 
YOUR 
CHIL-
DREN 
into be-
lieving biological sex is not real…GEN-
DER EXPERIMENTS ON CHILDREN…” 
screams a flyer paid for by America First 
Legal Foundation mailed to my house-
hold. Lies lumping the use of non-binary 
pronouns with “cutting off breasts and 
genitalia” aren’t enough; explicit descrip-
tions of trans surgery (in large type) are 
visible to everyone from the letter carrier 
to any young children in the home. If they 
really care about children, these hypo-
crites need to stop terrifying them with 
disinformation now!

Concerned Grandmother
Michigan

***
Many of the election ads throw all the 

hate at people, trying to make everything 
a clear black and white choice. Busloads 

are being sent to Illinois with immigrants 
and women coming for abortions, but No-
vember could change that. Five mobile 
clinics are preparing to drive up to the 
state line. I fear they will be subjected to 
violence. In the Governor’s race incum-
bent J.B. Pritzker’s opponent is Darren 
Bailey, who has created a school with a 
new curriculum saying white slaveholders 
were good and kind and LGBTQ+ people 
should be treated like convicted murder-
ers. The majority support women’s right 
to choose, but the rabid minority doesn’t 
care.

 Erica Rae
Northern Illinois

•
WOMEN’S MARCHES AND ENEMIES

The Women’s Marches Oct. 8 were 
all over the country and large, especial-
ly in D.C. I am upset because although 
I’ve been to several Women’s Marches in 
Detroit I received no notice of Detroit’s 
march, which was downtown and num-
bered about 300 from what I saw on local 
news. On the Michigan Supreme Court, 
Bernstein and Kyra Harris Bolden voted 
to keep Prop. 3, “Reproductive Freedom 
for All,” on the ballot when the state can-
vassers board deadlocked because both 
Republican canvassers voted “no” even 
though they are charged to accept or deny 
a proposal based only on technical criteria, 
not its content. In my neighborhood we are 
informing voters of this, and also of the 
justice who is up for re-election who voted 
“No.” Tudor Dixon, Republican candidate 
for governor, has escalated her attack ads, 
screaming: “The Democrats want a drag 
queen in every school!” Suddenly Lindsey 
Graham proposed a national ban on abor-
tions after 15 weeks. 

Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

•
SEXIST SUPREME COURT

The U.S. Supreme Court—you know, 
the court that has lost all its legitimacy—
has been hearing a case on affirmative 
action which I’m pretty sure the court’s 
reactionary wing, especially Justice Clar-
ence Thomas, will want to gut. First of all 
is their hostility to anything that might 
help people of color overcome centuries of 
racism that has made America-never-so-
great. But second of all is their hostility to 
women—and especially poor women and 
women of color. Because affirmative ac-
tion has helped women, especially white 
women, in the quest for equality and fair 
treatment. I guess the war on women 
will not stop with the gutting of abortion 
rights. When trying to make people sec-
ond-class citizens, this court isn’t going to 
let anything stop them.

 Maggie Soleil
Hawaii

***
Did your heart break for poor Su-

preme Court “Justice” Alito shivering in 
his boots because he made up the idea 
that the leak of his draconian ruling on 
abortion supposedly “gave people a ra-
tional reason to think they could prevent 
that happening by killing one of us”? This 
from the creature whose ruling, as the dis-
sent pointed out, refused “even to consider 
the life-altering consequences of reversing 
Roe and Casey.” Women are already suf-
fering horribly from what he and four oth-
ers did, and women will die from it. In the 
same New York Times, article this mon-
ster opined about freedom of speech: “We 
depend on freedom of speech.” Too bad his 
reactionary Heritage Foundation inter-
viewer didn’t ask him about the freedom 
of speech of doctors in states with abortion 
bans who will go to jail if they tell patients 
that they need an abortion to maintain 
their health and where to get one. 

Terry Moon
Chicago

•
UKRAINIANS FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

It was stunning to learn that Anton 
Krasovsky, a Russian TV commentator 
on RT, had said on air that Ukrainian 
children opposed to Russia should have 
been drowned. It may have been equally 
stunning that RT announced he had been 
fired. Who knew there was any limit at 
all to genocidal talk against Ukrainians 
that Russian media would tolerate? RT 
would not have responded to widespread 
condemnation, but must have feared a 
growing movement to block its access to 
Europeans.  Ukraine defender

Berlin, Germany
***

People the world over are inspired 
by Ukrainians’ opposition to Vladimir 
Putin’s drive to exterminate them. Their 
challenge to totalitarianism has some 
oligarchs and even some Democrats in 
the U.S. trying to force “peace.” Witness 
Elon Musk’s proposal to “negotiate” away 
Ukraine’s existence via a twitter poll. 
Musk was doing Putin’s bidding, calling 
for peace talks as Putin is looking for time 
to regroup his forces to continue the geno-
cide. Putin wants to buy time until Jan. 1, 
when Republican leader Kevin McCarthy 
can carry out his threat, as the likely lead-
er of the House, to cut back U.S. support 
for Ukraine. On Oct. 26 Rep. Paul Gosar 
of Arizona, who last year posted an ani-
mated video of himself killing Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, sent letters to Ukrainian 
and Russian embassies “to initiate peace 
talks.” Some Democrats, too, were calling 
for “peace talks,” even as they claim to 
support Ukraine. They had to backtrack 
on that. As Dunayevskaya once put it, by 
choosing the “lesser evil” (in today’s world, 
wiping out Ukraine) you cannot avoid the 
greater evil (a nuclear war unleashed by 
Putin). Urszula Wislanka

Oakland, Calif.
***

As a lifelong pacifist, when Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in February I was hoping 
there could be negotiations to stop the war 
and avoid the threat of nuclear escalation 
by agreeing to dissolve NATO and con-
cede some territory in the East and South 
where Russia claims influence. But my 
Ukrainian son-in-law has convinced me 
to rethink what a pacifist position should 
be when Russia is focused on killing civil-
ians, even children. It might be that paci-
fists need to push for ending the massacre 
of civilians now, all of them Ukrainian, by 
helping Ukraine evict Russia from their 
country. 

Mennonite pacifist
Kansas City 

***
Putin sees the people of Ukraine as 

not deserving of demanding freedom. But 
it’s a genuine demand for freedom, not a 
sign of weakness. They don’t need Rus-
sia’s “protection.” Russia’s power is noth-
ing great. The true power is in us.

Paul Geist
New York

•
PARA-TRANSIT DISSERVICE

The director of Detroit’s bus system 
had agreed with a coalition of disabil-
ity rights organizations that Transdev’s 
para-transit service was so badly flawed 
that the city would not renew its contract. 

However, come 
to find out City 
Council is con-
sidering a new 
five-year con-
tract—with 
some powers 
retained by the 
city. Groups 
like Warriors on 
Wheels and the 

National Federation of the Blind note that 
Transdev, one of the largest para-transit 
companies in the U.S., will still provide 
customer service, which riders experi-
ence as “disservice.” The coalition is now 

fighting to achieve a shorter contract 
term. Widespread government privati-
zation of service adds bureaucracy and 
makes accountability much harder. 
 Steve

Detroit

•
MIKE DAVIS

Mike Davis died in October. An envi-
ronmentalist book group I was in in the 
1990s read his book City of Quartz. It is 
a brilliant book and a great read despite 
being wrong about some things, like 
Marx’s views on peasantry, which he mis-
construed and ridiculously brought into 
a discussion of California homeowners 
and Proposition 13. Around the time we 
were finishing the book, which is about 
Los Angeles, the 1992 L.A. Rebellion 
erupted, causing debate within the group. 
I brought in an article that Mike Davis 
wrote about the rebellion in L.A. and Las 
Vegas, which helped battle the “law and 
order” prejudice that made some people 
dismissive of the rebellion. He wrote a lot 
of stuff, much of it pretty good, some total-
ly wrong, like his immediate dismissal of 
the significance of the Jan. 6, 2021, coup. 
He was really trying to spread the word 
and change the world. Interesting life too, 
born in Fontana, Calif., raised in El Ca-
jon, active in the civil rights movement, 
working for a while as a truck driver, a 
meatcutter and a tour bus driver.

Environmentalist
Southern California

•
LABOR STRUGGLES, 
FROM AMAZON…

Amazon warehouse workers in Joliet, 
Ill., walked out on Oct. 11 to demand a 
workplace that is safe from violence, in-
jury, and sexual harassment and jobs that 
offer a living wage of $25/hour that pre-
serve the dignity of the workers. Workers 
delivered a letter of demands to Amazon 
CEO Andy Jassy and we ask that you 
please sign the petition (ww4j.org) to show 
your solidarity with these brave workers 
who are standing up for their rights in the 
workplace, if you agree that workers are 
what make companies like Amazon possi-
ble, and that we ALL deserve dignity and 
respect in the workplace.

Warehouse Workers for Justice
Joliet, Ill.

***
I work at Amazon’s MDW2 warehouse 

in Joliet. It is a harsh work environment 
where employees really do a crazy amount 
of work each day. We deserve that raise.

Woman worker at Amazon
Joliet

•
…TO THE BANK

I’m the only one, eight-months preg-
nant, serving customers at the busiest 
time of the day. It’s like the supermarket: 
15 self-service lanes and one or two ca-
shiers. Here at the bank I really believe 
all of our jobs will be gone in the next two 
years. Bank teller

Michigan
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To our incarcerated readers
Prisoncrats sometimes choose 

to return an issue to us undelivered, 
but if you have been moved—to 
another prison, or within the same 
prison—the USPS will not forward 
newspapers. Help us keep N&L in 
your hands by letting us know your 
change of address, including when 
you are released. When you leave 
prison, your donor subscription can 
continue to your new address for one 
additional year.

We welcome your contributions 
to N&L and for our website. There 
are some things we cannot provide. 
We do not match up pen pals. N&L 
cannot help prisoners with individual 
legal cases, and we cannot offer 
legal advice or access to attorneys. 
This paper is a place where people 
engaged in struggles inside and 
outside prison walls can be heard 
speaking for themselves. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/24/opinion/roe-v-wade-dobbs-decision.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/24/opinion/roe-v-wade-dobbs-decision.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/25/us/politics/justice-alito-roe-abortion.html?searchResultPosition=1
http://ww4j.org
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REVOLUTIONARY 
THINKERS’ DIALOGUE

The dia-
logue between 
Adrienne Rich 
and Dunayevs-
kaya where 
Rich reviewed 
Dunayevs-
kaya’s major 
writings and 
Dunayevskaya 
responded with 
an extensive 
letter (see “Let-

ter to Adrienne Rich,” Sept.-Oct. N&L), is 
a fascinating interchange between revolu-
tionary thinkers. Rich’s title for her review, 
“Living the Revolution,” caught the spirit 
of Dunayevskaya’s life. I reread it along 
with Dunayevskaya’s letter (p. 11293, 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection) and it 
is a true feminist grappling with Marx’s 
Marxism through the lens of Marxist-
Humanism, including its feminist dimen-
sion. I was particularly taken with her 
explanation that her “most philosophic” 
work, Philosophy and Revolution, was in 
fact rooted in the actions, questions, and 
difficulties found in various movements 
from practice, movements from below. 

After Rich died, there were numer-
ous writings on her. Most concentrated 
on her poetry, some on her feminism. But 
sadly, there was no recognition of her ex-
ploration of Marx’s Marxism and Raya 
Dunayevskaya which was so significant to 
her in her last decades. 

Eugene Walker
Oaxaca, Mexico 

***
Editor’s note: Dear Reader, while few 

have mentioned Rich’s turn to Marx and 
fewer her debt to Dunayevskaya, please see 
the “Review-Essay: Adrienne Rich’s Ex-
panding Solitudes“ in the Nov.-Dec. 2021 
N&L by Alec Marsh. There Marsh took 
up Ed Pavlićs work, Outward: Adrienne 
Rich’s Expanding Solitudes, which does 
take up Rich’s turn to Marxism but, as 
Marsh writes, “doesn’t say so directly” that 
“much of” her turn to Marxism was “due 
to Rich’s reading of News & Letters and 
her collaboration with Raya Dunayevs-
kaya.” Marsh is working on a book that 
corrects this error. Verso printed a blog 
on Sept. 14, 2022, from Ciarán O’Rourke, 
“From the Prison House,” that also takes 
up Rich’s turn to Marxism, but leaves out 
Dunayevskaya, even though it seems to us 

that O’Rourke must have known of Rich’s 
relationship to Dunayevskaya. 

•
TRANS AND QUEER SOLIDARITY

After having read about Mx. Yanna 
having been sexually abused 135 docu-
mented times and the current legal bat-
tles with her compassionate release, in 
the Jan.-Feb. 2022 N&L, submitted by 
C. Henderson, Marianna, Fla., I’d now 
care to input some legal knowledge as to 
federal law: 18 U.S.C. Section 3553 is the 
applicable legal citation covering compas-
sionate release. I hope that helps! Kindly 
publish this in the next issue and continue 
sending me N&L.  Prisoner

Milton, Fla.
***

How will Vietnam enforce its histor-
ic declaration that being LGBTQ+ isn’t 
an illness and banning both conversion 
therapy and discrimination against Queer 
people in medical settings? While their 
Health Ministry 
issued a number 
of instructions 
in line with the 
declaration af-
firming the dig-
nity of LGBTQ+ 
Vietnamese 
to all medical 
centers, the government has yet to enact 
and enforce strong human rights laws for 
Queer people. Activist

Nova Scotia

•
U.S. SLAVERY TODAY

Slavery in today’s U.S. is for real! It is 
just slavery by another name. Here in this 
capitalist state, for almost every prison 
unit there are hundreds of jobs performed 
24/7 by unpaid forced prison labor. All in 
violation of federal and some states’ mini-
mum wage laws. Then there are private, 
for-profit prisons. They use free forced 
slave labor, too. They have to just to be 
able to operate and turn a profit for their 
shareholders. I wonder, how is this not 
against the law? Thank you, N&L, for 
opening my eyes and giving me the am-
munition of understanding. How can a for-
profit company that is confining prisoners 
at taxpayer expense then use those pris-
oners for “free” forced labor?

Prisoner
Beeville, Texas

•
PRISON KANGAROO COURTS
The disciplinary court at my prison 

is heavily biased toward whatever a staff 
member writes. Become unpopular among 
the staff, due to your charge, medical is-
sue, etc., and you can easily be wrong-
fully found guilty. This may come across 
as a minor issue, but staff members have 
hurled the most serious charges at those 
they hate. Their favorite is to say you 
threatened to kill someone, including 
staff. Such a charge will mean that an 
inmate will be denied parole, even if he 
makes every effort to stay out of trouble. 
This adds unnecessary years to sentences 
that are already lengthy beyond need. The 
taxpayer foots the bill and all of society 
pays, as inmates learn to distrust, and 
even hate, all kinds of authority.

Prisoner
Calico Rock, Ark.

•
GUILTY POLICE AND STATE

What happened to “it is better to let 
1,000 guilty people go than to incarcerate 
one innocent person”? Why are we allow-
ing government officials to even continue 
to indulge in the practice of their harass-
ment, claim “Blue Lives Matter,” and por-
tray police as victims, knowing that collec-
tively between them and prosecutors they 
routinely and fraudulently incarcerate 
innocent people. Then, after destroying 
them, give them basically a pittance as 
compensation—that is supposed to make 
the person whole?! MONEY is why people 
are forced to commit crimes. Why are we 
not making sure people have what they 
need to survive, and take away the in-
centive to indulge in these practices, and 
why are we not forcefully stopping THE 
STATE? Isn’t it past time for this?

Prisoner
New Castle, Ind.

•
FBI’S ARETHA FILES

Aretha Franklin was one of the great-
est singers ever. But as we know from re-
cent news, to the FBI she was a suspicious 
person who associated with “Commu-
nists” like Martin Luther King. So natu-
rally they surveilled her and kept a secret 
file. Franklin fan

Illinois

•
WHY READ N&L?

Your 
July-Aug. is-
sue of N&L 
is the best 
and most 
relevant in-
formation 
source I have 
received 
this year. Of 
course, the 

fact that America is coming apart (fail-
ing) more every day—the ultimate result 
of rampant capitalism in a country that 
is NOT a democracy but an oligarchy—
means that your writers have a huge 
amount of issues to choose from.

John Taylor
Cañon City, Colo.

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS
I’m a state lifer/prisoner in California. 

I just wanted to say thank you for keeping 
me on your mailing list and to the people 
who donated. Please know I first share 
my issues with my comrades—homeboys 
and friends, who are serious and recep-
tive about helping our cause for positivity, 
equality. Mr. Fields

San Diego, Calif.
***

I really love and want to keep receiv-
ing N&L. I can relate to the struggles in 
the newspaper, like how you talk about 
the war that’s going on right now. I also 
like how people speak about what’s going 
on in other prisons.

Prisoner
Charleston, Mo.

TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate  $5 for a prisoner  who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. A donation of $8 
pays for a subscription plus the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers 
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their free subscriptions when they 
first get released, a time when the 
system tries to make them forget 
the struggle.

Adrienne Rich

https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-letter-to-adrienne-rich-womens-liberation-gay-liberation-dialectic/
https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-letter-to-adrienne-rich-womens-liberation-gay-liberation-dialectic/
http://rayadunayevskaya.org/ArchivePDFs/11293.pdf
https://newsandletters.org/shop/books-by-raya-dunayevskaya/philosophy-and-revolution/
https://newsandletters.org/review-essay-adrienne-richs-expanding-solitudes/
https://newsandletters.org/review-essay-adrienne-richs-expanding-solitudes/
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/5425-from-the-prison-house?fbclid=IwAR05atvAJCY7QEkbkMrvEWluNmzj4X_cmPKVFhFkdP7PVNW6WYBqn43BlOY
https://newsandletters.org/readers-views-january-february-2022-part-two/
https://newsandletters.org/readers-views-january-february-2022-part-two/
https://newsandletters.org/edition/july-august-2022-vol-67-4/
https://newsandletters.org/edition/july-august-2022-vol-67-4/
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tors he said, “I see, sir, you doubt my word [about 
not conspiring in a slave insurrection in another 
county]. But cannot you think that the same idea 
[freedom] prompted others as well as myself to this 
undertaking?” (Quoted in Philosophy and Revolu-
tion, p. 47.) That same spirit is reflected in McKay’s 
poem. It spoke to so many who have taken up the 
struggle to be human.

As Marx said, the universal drive to be human, free-
dom, is a dimension of all of 
us. Some oppose it, but only 
in others. It’s not enough to 
advocate it, you want to live 
it every day. We all want 
the same thing. It’s not only 
about material things, there 
is enough for all of us. There 
is no need to chop down more 
trees for adequate shelter. 
There are empty homes 
available already. We all get 
hungry, we all need shelter, 
healthcare, etc. Marx said 
self-determination must be 
rooted in necessity, but also 
in the dialectic of freedom, a 
universal that particularizes 
itself.

The dialectic of 
freedom enables us to not be caught up in 
one particular moment. Don’t take lightly the 
unchaining of the dialectic. When you get caught up 
in a particularization, instead of holding on to the 
universal, the moment can get transformed into its 
opposite, the way the Russian Revolution did with 
Stalin coming to power. We need to understand 
our differences to prevent them from becoming a 
barrier to our universality the way racism is used 
to set whites against Blacks, as McKay pointed out 
in his Nov. 1922 speech to the 4th Congress of the 
Comintern.

We are at a precipice endangering human existence. 
The food chain is broken. The fish are fished out of the 
oceans, formerly fertile lands are becoming deserts. The 
way things are going, Earth will become a dead planet. In 
California, it is said we will have to get used to breathing 
bad air. People live in cancer alleys, asthma is rising in 
children. Environmental racism undermines our metabo-
lism with nature. “If we must die,” let us fight back with 
Marx’s universal of what makes us human, freedom.

Nature engenders our human development, but we 
have to respect how it also constrains it. The idea of free-
dom that is one with life is what Marx followed in a Bol-
shevik way as he unfolded his revolution in permanence.
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THOUGHTS FROM  THE OUTSIDE
Black soldiers were coming home from fighting abroad. 
They were not going to put up with overt racism at home. 
Whites, including police forces, were determined to sup-
press that opposition. They appealed to that age-old trope, 
calling unrest at home “outside influence.” Hence the “hot 
summer” of white mobs killing Blacks.
A DEEP UNCOMPROMISING PERSPECTIVE

To understand a moment like the Russian Revolu-
tion, you have to understand 
the whole process. Being a 
Bolshevik in this sense means 
grasping the whole of human 
existence. Black struggle is in-
separable from white struggle, 
even if white people don’t recog-
nize that.

There was a double 
movement after WWI. Peo-
ple in Russia and in the U.S. 
were fighting for their free-
dom. Claude McKay’s “If We 
Must Die” was proof of how 
deep is the uncompromis-
ing perspective on fighting 
the reality that is. It was as 
present in the Black popula-
tion as it was in Russia.

We are all reaching for self-
determination. The Russian revolution shows us why 
we need that kind of universality. What is its ground? 
Blacks in this country knew it is not what it became 
under Stalin in WWII: orders from the Comintern to 
call off Black struggle because of Russia’s foreign policy. 
True Bolshevism is a creative act coming from within the 
human experience.
THE POWER OF BLACK HISTORY

Black history is full of moments of such creative uni-
versality. Take David Walker’s 1829 Appeal to the Colored 
Citizens of the World. The powers-that-be paid a lot of 
money to keep his Appeal from appearing in the South. 
They put a price on his head. They raided U.S. post offices 
to stop it. Some today criticize him for NOT calling for 
Black nationalism. He was calling for humanism, indi-
rectly for whites and Blacks coming together.

Or take Nat Turner in 1831. To his white cap-

If We Must Die
by Claude McKay

If we must die, let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accursèd lot.
If we must die, O let us nobly die,
So that our precious blood may not be shed
In vain; then even the monsters we defy
Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!
O kinsmen! we must meet the common foe!
Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one death-blow!
What though before us lies the open grave?
Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

‘If We Must Die’
continued from p. 1

Toledo, Ohio—Structural racism and the prison indus-
trial complex thrive on over-policing and racial profiling 
Black and Brown communities. Amerikkka currently has 

2.2 million people incarcerated. Black people make up 
13% of the population. However, Blacks make up 47% of 
the prison population.

This should be disturbing. War has been waged 
against Black and Brown communities. Africans are sen-
tenced to death at higher rates than whites. 
SLAVERY BY JUDGE’S GAVEL

During the Civil War, slavery was abolished except 
for those convicted of a felony. What happened next stains 
the hearts of mankind. Convict leasing (the Black Codes) 
was created in deference to former slave owners who 
could no longer profit from slave labor. Convict leasing 
was pivotal in establishing Jim Crow. 

President Ronald Reagan signed a bill in the 
1980s legalizing private prisons for profit. Struc-
tures of racism determine who goes to prison and 
who gets to go to colleges and universities. Race 
and class are deeply ingrained in this society. 

For example, the far right wants you to believe im-
migrants are non-white: Mexican, etc. Do we ever think 
of Russian immigrants as undocumented? Do we ever ra-
cialize them as white undocumented immigrants?
IDEOLOGY OF RACISM

So you begin to understand how the ideology of rac-
ism infects the very logic of our thought process. “Defund 

the police” made amerikkka cringe, but we defund schools 
all the time. Ain’t that what reconstruction is all about?

College in prison was defunded in the mid-
1990s as the incarceration rate skyrocketed. Our 
struggle is real. We need liberation schools and 
revolutionaries, nothing less!

George Jackson gave us the dragon blueprint: In 
2022, What Would George Jackson Do? I always ask how 
revolutionaries from the 1960s would take advantage of 
YouTube, Instagram, the Jericho Movement, Bay View 
newspaper, UN, iPhones, Jpay.com and drones? My fa-
vorites are Gandhi’s civil disobedience, George Jackson’s 
dragon blueprint and Fred Hampton’s revolutionary in-
toxication.

We got touchscreen Jpay tablets with music and video 
games and GTL touchscreen phone tablets in prison. Like 
society, the average prisoner is distracted by touchscreen 
tablets. Comrades in the streets need to find ways to keep 
us engaged with the movement and a broader perspec-
tive. —Comrade Easley  

Shower or cesspool?
Tucson, Ariz.—I want to share with you something I 

wrote regarding inhumane sanitation here at USP Tuc-
son. On Feb. 7, 2022, I wrote a BP, or a grievance, on the 
issue of filthy showers. As of Aug. 28, there was still no 
response from staff. 

I rarely write grievances, since the prison will just 
ignore them, or “lose” them (which is illegal). But I had to 
create a paper trail to fight for the guys.
NATIONWIDE LOCKDOWN

On Jan. 31, federal prisons went on a nationwide 
lockdown because two inmates were killed in a Texas fed-
eral prison. On Feb. 2, inmates in B2 in Tucson had show-
ers in uncleaned shower cells. On Feb. 4, staff continued 
to run showers, sending prisoners into filthy showers. An 
officer said, “I ain’t cleaning no showers!”

With 100+ inmates in B2, using nine available 
showers, and over the last three shower runs, 
means each available shower was used at least 30 
times, with not one drop of chemicals used to clean 
or disinfect it.

CDC announcements played at least three times a 
day about sanitation and apparent Eighth Amendment 
violations concerning “safe and humane” conditions. In 
the warden’s own words, “It is certainly important that 
you maintain a high level of sanitation…” Why, then, has 
no staff member even attempted to provide us clean and 
sanitary showers—especially during the pandemic?
RANCID LOCKDOWN MEALS

A lockdown does not disqualify us from sanitary 
showers, but when we go on lockdown, staff goes into pu-
nitive and apathetic status. We’ve been fed trays with no 
sporks, the milk has gone bad, or we didn’t get any at all, 
and the showers were horrid.

Imagine going into a shower after 29 other guys have 
already used it, and not once was it cleaned. On Feb. 7, I 
asked the officer if anybody was going to clean the shower. 
It had been a solid week.

He didn’t know. Under this lockdown, no inmate is 
allowed out of their cell. Well, last week they took at least 
four inmates to Medical, and we’re out of the cell when we 
take a shower. Or, get the officers to do it. By default, it is 
their responsibility anyway.

They found a pump-spray chemical container, and set 
it out near the lower tier showers, a perfect match for the 
pump-spray container on the upper tier, that sat unused 
all last week. 

We deserve humane treatment. As long as grievances 
are under the authority of the prison, they won’t be prop-
erly addressed. So I have to create an essay like this one, 
and share it with as many people as I can.

 —Frederick Mason

Prison and structural racism A classic of  
revolutionary history 

Dialectics of Black 
Freedom Struggles:

Race, Class and the Needed 
American Revolution

by John Alan

Oppose the rising tide of 
counter-revolutionary, genocidal 
racism with the experience 
of centuries of Black masses 
leading revolutions in America. 
With African and Caribbean 
thinkers forging a philosophy of 
freedom 

To order, see p. 7

George Jackson

in the different attitudes each has toward Automation. 
Where the auto worker, for example, deals with it as it 
affects his daily life, [UAW President Walter] Reuther 
speaks of the future and ‘the promise’ Automation holds 
for a ‘vast improvement in living conditions,’ and ‘leisure’” 
(Marxism and Freedom, p. 268).

Armed with Marx’s Humanism and dialectic, 
it was possible for Dunayevskaya to hear the new 
question arising from the workers battling the in-
troduction of automation into the coal mines: what 
kind of labor should a human being do? What would 
end the division between thinking and doing? 

In so doing, she asserted, they “made concrete and 
thereby extended Marx’s most abstract theories of alien-
ated labor and the quest for universality,” and pointing to 
what was needed as the foundation for a new society. The 
climate emergency makes her conclusion about attitudes 
to technology even more urgent and no less true:

“[A] new society is THE human endeavor, or it is 
nothing. It cannot be brought in behind the backs of the 
people, neither by the ‘vanguard’ nor by the ‘scientific in-
dividuals.’ The working people will build it, or it will not 
be built. There is a crying need for a new unity of theory 
and practice which begins with where the working people 
are—their thoughts, their struggles, their aspirations.

“The challenge of our times is not to machines, but 
to humanity….The creation of a new society remains the 
human endeavor. The totality of the crisis demands, and 
will create, a total solution. It can be nothing short of a 
New Humanism.”

continued from p. 5
Attitudes to climate

https://newsandletters.org/shop/books-by-raya-dunayevskaya/philosophy-and-revolution/
https://newsandletters.org/shop/books-by-raya-dunayevskaya/philosophy-and-revolution/
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“partial mobilization” of 300,000—called a “mogilization” 
on social media, based on “mogila,” the Russian word for 
“grave.” Open dissent ensued, especially in distant repub-
lics like Dagestan where women led massive protests. 

In Dagestan, as in other minority republics of 
the Russian Federation, lack of opportunity had 
driven many into the military. Now almost every-
one knows someone who died in Putin’s war. De-
spite his totalitarian moves to crush any open dis-
sent, Russian men have gone into hiding en masse. 
Educated urban men who have passports are vot-
ing with their feet: over 200,000 have fled to neigh-
boring Kazakhstan, over 70,000 to Georgia and as 
many to the EU through Latvia and Estonia.

Ukrainians are being pushed by some, like U.S. oli-
garch Elon Musk, to negotiate in the face of Putin’s nu-
clear extortion and willingness for a temporary cease-fire. 
Ukrainians quickly dismissed Putin’s ploy, which insiders 
in the Kremlin have leaked is merely to buy time to re-
group for an even bigger attack. 
A WORLD BEYOND FASCIST TERROR

Ukrainian social solidarity, resilience and massive 
participation of all layers of the population inspired the 
world that a people do not have to cave to extortion en-
gendering total fear and terror. There is hope beyond a 
world devolving into fascist terror, personified by Putin’s 
would-be Russian empire of white Christian nationalism 
that brooks no dissent and exterminates its opposition. 

Pavel Gubarev, Putin’s propagandist in Donetsk, de-
clared that Ukrainians are Russians who are “possessed 
Satanists from a Christian point of view” and “we” will 
“exterminate” them. A nuclear hit is another form of the 
extermination already experienced in demolished cities 
like Mariupol, where tens of thousands have been killed. 

Ukraine has used longer-range missiles to destroy 
many of Russia’s ammunition depots and supply chains 
flowing through critical bridges. On Oct. 8, insurgents, 
who were most likely Ukrainian partisans, pulled off a 
spectacular explosion of the Kerch bridge, construct-
ed and opened with great fanfare by Putin to eternally 
link Russia to Crimea, a peninsula stolen from Ukraine 
in 2014. Damaging this crucial conduit for the flow of 
Russian supplies on the war’s southern front effectively 
sealed off logistical supply routes to Russia’s tens of thou-
sands of troops occupying Kherson, the largest city taken 
right after the invasion and declared by Putin to be for-
ever Russian.
FIRST SYRIA, NOW UKRAINE 

Putin’s response was to send over 800 cruise mis-
siles in a nationwide barrage intended to terrorize the 
civilian population, killing 19 and injuring many more. 
Putin then appointed Sergei Surovikin as the new uni-
fied Russian battlefield commander. Surovikin, whose 
appointment was praised by military critics, is known as 
“General Armageddon” for his genocidal war on Syrian 
civilians, including the demolition of homes, schools, hos-
pitals, and markets. 

Now there is a daily barrage of missiles against 
civilian targets. A continuous swarm of cheap Ira-
nian suicide drones has overwhelmed Ukraine’s 
air defenses. The drones that get through have 
taken out vast parts of the electricity grid, crucial 
to operating Ukraine’s centralized heating sys-
tems. Bombing civilian infrastructure is also a war 
crime. The impending freezing conditions of the 
Ukrainian winter portend another massive round 
of refugees fleeing the country.

Ukrainians are now poised to take back Kherson, 
their biggest prize yet. In Kherson 20,000 Russian troops 
have been left without logistical support and have been 
ordered to retreat along with civilians, many of whom 
were brought in for the bogus referendum along with 
Russian-appointed public administrators. Those admin-
istrators were particularly cruel, killing Ukrainian dem-
onstrators and lately executing a Ukrainian conductor for 
refusing to take part in a concert celebrating life in occu-
pied Kherson. When Ukraine retakes Kherson, it will be 
a real cause for celebration. 

That is so even though Russia mined the Nova 
Kakhovka hydroelectric dam upstream from Kherson. 
Blowing up the dam or a nuclear strike would be a 
massive humanitarian and ecological disaster. Our age of 
absolutes, reflected in a negative way by either “General 
Armageddon” or nuclear armageddon, needs to return 
to the human being and their struggle to live free as an 
absolute. Ukrainians are giving hope to the world that 
this struggle in its many dimensions is both possible and 
absolutely necessary. —Ron Kelch, Oct. 23, 2022

Ukraine gainsEDITORIAL
continued from p. 1

by Elise
Members of the Ohio LGBTQ+ community, including 

students and teachers, held signs reading: “This teacher 
LOVES and SUPPORTS Trans students!!” and “Board of 
Education Don’t be Religious Bullies,” as they protested 
a meeting of the Ohio State Board of Education. They 
succeeded in delaying the vote on a resolution opposing 
the Biden Administration’s application of Title IX cover-
ing LGBTQ+ students across the U.S. Their resolution 
would have banned all discussions of LGBTQ+ topics in 
Kindergarten through third grade, akin to Florida’s Don’t 
Say Gay bill. It would require teachers to out Trans stu-
dents to their parents, ban Trans students from using the 
bathroom of the gender with which they identify, and ban 
Trans girls from participating in girls’ sports. 

*   *   *
Israeli playwright Yochai Greenfeld’s It Gets Bitter 

is a partly autobiographical play about the harm that 
conversion therapy, also known as ex-gay therapy, did 
to him when it was forced on him as a youth. Also part 
drag show, the play exposes the abuse, confusion and 
degradation experienced by those who undergo conversion 
therapy. In Israel, even though conversion therapy by 
medical professionals has been banned, out Gay Orthodox 
Rabbi Ron Yosef—who founded Hod, a support group for 
Orthodox Jews—reported that about 80 people, licensed 
and non-licensed psychologists, still practice ex-gay 
therapy. Greenfeld, now living in the U.S., advocates that 
all states ban the therapy, as 20 states already have. 

*   *   *
Flowers were laid outside Jeffrey Pub as a memorial 

for Devonta Vivetter, Donald Huey and Jaylen Ausley, 
who were killed this summer in a hit-and-run attack out-
side the Chicago South Side Black Gay bar. Tavis Dunbar 
was arrested and charged with the triple murder but not 
with a hate crime. A town hall meeting was held at Bryn 
Mawr Community Church to discuss racial inequality re-
maining within Chicago’s LGBTQ+ community. 

*   *   *
The body of murdered Palestinian Gay man Ahmad 

Abu Marhia was found in Hebron in the West Bank, and 
a suspect has been arrested. Friends and supporters held 
memorials for him. His life had been threatened by the 
Palestinian Authority because of his sexual orientation. 
He was just months away from moving to Canada, where 
he had filed his application for asylum.

Indigenous Resistance
“A people cannot exist without territory and its memory, 

and from experience we learned that it is impossible to 
continue without defending ourselves.”

—Xonacatlan Indigenous Council
Mexico—Editor’s note: The Xonacatlan Indigenous 

Council (Juanacatlán, Jalisco State) issued a declaration 
establishing their territory “free of industry, free of mega-
projects, free of mining and material banks.” Below is a 
translated excerpt, published originally in the Local Eco-
logical Planning Program (POEL). 

“With regard to Oct. 12, the Day of Indigenous Re-
sistance, we want to celebrate the struggle that, as Indig-
enous people, we have undertaken to defend our territory 
in different ways against the attacks of businessmen and 
governments who want to make Juanacatlán an exten-
sion of the industrial corridors and big cities. 

“Since 2019, we residents who say no to this way 
of life, have come not only opposing megaprojects 
such as the thermoelectric plant and the gas 
pipeline, but also to try to organize ourselves in 
the face of any threat we see. We as well want to 
learn about our territory, recognize it, record the 
damage and identify its perpetrators.

“It is important that we celebrate life and achieve-
ments in the defense of our territory that, no matter how 
small, give us encouragement and tools to continue in 
that work. The POEL declares that Juanacatlán is free of 
industry, free of megaprojects, free of mining and mate-
rial banks. This document does not solve our problems, 
but it is an important tool to put a definitive stop to the 
thermoelectric plant and the gas pipeline’s other uses. 

“But the struggle and the organization must continue 
to make it count and not just be a dead letter.”

—Eugene Walker

60th International Antiwar Assembly
Overseas Appeal from Japan June 27, 2022
The war against Ukraine carried on by the Russian 

ruler Vladimir Putin is a brutal war of aggression aimed 
at exterminating Ukraine and incorporating it into “Great 
Russia.” Tens of thousands of Ukrainians have been mas-
sacred, and more than a million people have been forcibly 
deported to the Russian Far East, Siberia, and elsewhere. 
We should never ever tolerate this barbarism of the cen-
tury perpetrated by Putin, “today’s Hitler”!…

We call on workers the world over. Let us stir up a 
storm of antiwar struggle in every corner of the world to 
crush Putin’s war! Don’t isolate Ukrainian people battling 
the invaders! Let us fan the flames of antiwar struggle to 
besiege Putin the slaughterer and drive him away!…

His biggest miscalculation is that he did not imagine 
that Armed Forces and the toiling masses would unite to 
fight Russia so bravely, so strongly, raising their rallying 
cries, “Never give in to Russia!” “Don’t return the country 
to the Russian rule of thirty years ago!” Putin the petty-
czar did not give the least thought to their deep resent-
ment, kept alive among the Ukrainian masses against 
Russia as “the oppressor” (since Stalin), and their strong 
fighting spirit, so that he dug his own grave.…

Nonetheless, what are the so-called leftists of the 
world doing at this very moment when thousands of 
Ukrainian people are being sunk into seas of blood!

Some say both Putin and Zelensky are to blame, 
for the latter has brought in NATO. They are trying to 
impose “surrender” on Ukraine, now in a life-and-death 
battle....Others shamelessly say “Russia is just making a 
self-defensive response,” thereby degrading themselves 
as agents for Putin. 

Not a single word of denunciation do they utter when 
the would-be czar Putin is devastating neighboring coun-
tries and massacring people. Those “leftists” who do not 
condemn it are unworthy to be called so.

We know that many conscientious leftists denounce 
Putin’s war and are fighting shoulder to shoulder with 
Ukrainians. However, it is also a fact that not a small 
number of so-called leftists are showing anti-working-
class responses as mentioned above.

They always say “We stand by the oppressed.” But 
they have no indignation against Putin, who is indis-
criminately killing Ukrainians. Neither do they have the 
standpoint of “living together and suffering together” 
with Ukrainians exposed to outrageous gunfire. Rather, 
they recommend Ukrainians, who are fighting for their 
lives, to abandon resistance. They have revealed the ar-
rogance and degeneration of the self-styled leftists who 
are defanged and live in peace in imperialist countries!

Lenin regards it as a “just war” when an invaded na-
tion counterattacks a war of aggression by a “great pow-
er.” He encouraged the working class of the oppressed na-
tion to resolutely war against invaders. Those who look on 
themselves as leftists must carry through his revolution-
ary spirit in today’s war of aggression against Ukraine.

Many so-called leftists, who cannot face up to Putin’s 
war, thereby revealing their miserable state, retain the 
feeling that they should defend Russia, the country that 
was formerly the “Soviet Union,” in opposition to imperi-
alist powers. This is because they have never carried out 
a serious confrontation at all with Stalinism….

Comrades. Let us denounce and break the degenera-
tion of so-called leftists! Now is the time to resolutely cre-
ate an international struggle to crush Putin’s war!…

We call on both Ukrainian and Russian working peo-
ple to fight in solidarity with each other by reviving the 

great spirit of the soviet-based revolution in 1917-18, in 
which the proletariat, peasants and soldiers of both na-
tions joined together.

Working people all over the world, envelop Putin the 
massacrer with the flame of anger! Create antiwar strug-
gles to break through the crisis of a war erupting with 
Taiwan as a focus!...

We call on the world’s working people. Let us 
fight all out to break through the crisis of the out-
break of another world war! Fighting people all over 
the world, arise together with us!  —The Executive 
Committee for the 60th International Antiwar Assembly
Full appeal: http://www.jrcl.org/english/e-AG2022.html 

***
Message of solidarity

We welcome your call for working people all over 
the world to unite to crush Putin’s brutal war of aggres-
sion, which you correctly do not fear to label genocide. We 
welcome your firm solidarity with the Ukrainian people 
fighting the invasion. We join with your warning of the 
rising danger of a nuclear war and the clash between 
U.S.-Japan and China-Russia, all acting as militaristic 
forces of capitalist-imperialism. We recognize that these 
dangers call for humanity to abolish the whole global sys-
tem of capitalism and the imperialism that is its natural 
outgrowth. We are in full solidarity with your opposition 
to the constitutional revision and strengthening of the 
U.S.-Japan military alliance.

Like you, we support growth of antiwar struggle 
around the world. We always strive to keep it unseparated 
from revolutionary struggle to abolish capitalism and re-
place it with a new human society, and oppose defense of 
or conciliation with capitalism or with particular capital-
ist governments, whether they are the states of the U.S., 
Russia, China or Japan, and even when it is part of the 
Left that conciliates these capitalist state powers.

The failure of much of today’s left to oppose Putin res-
olutely is in part due to the failure to recognize that the 
challenge of Stalinism was not only political but rather 
could only be met by making new beginnings in philoso-
phy of revolution. Anti-Stalinism and theoretical compre-
hension of state-capitalism are a necessary first negation, 
which can only be completed by such new philosophical 
beginnings rooted in a return to Marx’s Humanism and 
its roots in the Hegelian dialectic. In this time of multiple, 
connected existential crises, the future of revolution and 
therefore the future of humanity depend on it.

Onward in solidarity toward the end of capitalism, 
imperialism, genocide, militarism, racism, narrow na-
tionalism, xenophobia, sexism, and heterosexism, and to-
ward revolution in permanence with the foundation of a 
society with totally new human relations!      —the National 
Editorial Board of News and Letters Committees, Aug. 1, 2022

Aftermath of the Russian bombing of the children’s and maternity hospital 
of Mariupol on March 9, 2022.
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imperialism.” Today, nobody believes it, though the Ira-
nian regime is again trotting out that dead old shibboleth.

Then, on International Women’s Day 1979, 
though some leftist men tried to protect the wom-
en who marched by the thousands in the streets 
rejecting mandatory hijab, many more attacked 
them. Those women foresaw the future when they 
chanted: “At the dawn of freedom, we have no free-
dom.” Today, the men are with their sisters in unity 
and solidarity.

Then, secular and religious people were on different 
sides. Today, The New York Times reports: “religiously 
conservative Iranians have spoken up alongside liberal 
ones. On social media, women who wear the hijab by 
choice have started solidarity campaigns questioning the 
harsh enforcement of the laws….”
SOLIDARITY AND REVOLUTION

There is no question that the people of Iran have, at 
one and the same time, reached a new level that is deter-
mined to transform widespread revolt into revolution and 
that they require the deepest solidarity from those who 

work for a freedom-
filled society based 
on new human re-
lationships. Women 
in the U.S. are not 
being shot in the 
streets in the hun-
dreds, but we do 
have to struggle to 
be comprehended 
as human beings 
and can learn a 
great deal from the 
revolutionary activ-
ity and Reason of 
our Iranian sisters. 
Hoda Katebi, an 
Iranian-American 
writer and commu-
nity organizer, put 
it this way:

“The 1979 Revo-
lution began as a cry 

for freedom from a foreign-backed monarchy, but religious 
slogans and symbols were quickly co-opted to build and 
maintain another repressive state. The protesters are now 
demanding that the original promises of the revolution—
freedom, independence, social justice—be fulfilled.

“Today’s protests echo the decades of resistance led by 
women, both veiled and unveiled, against the hijab’s co-
optation as a tool of repression since its imposition in the 
1980s. This struggle is interlinked with similar struggles 
for women’s liberation globally.

“Whether fighting for the right to control our 
reproductive lives in the United States, the right 
to life without military occupation in Palestine or 
Kashmir, or the right to free speech in Saudi Arabia, 
women are left with few options but to rise up….

“Women’s rights are under attack globally, and Ira-
nian women are on the front lines of this battle.”
THE GROUND OF THE REGIME IS SHAKING

The regime’s legitimacy has fractured. A potential 
flashpoint is the expected death of the so-called “Great 
Leader” Khamenei, who is planning to foist his son, 
Mojtaba, as his successor. Already that move is opposed. 
“Mojtaba, Mojtaba, we will die before we see you as the 
leader!” joins the profusion of chants in the streets of Iran.

Of the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Raya 
Dunayevskaya1 wrote at the time that the Women’s March 
on International Women’s Day that lasted five days, not 
one, showed women “striking out on their own as a way of 
deepening the content of revolution.” 

Then and now women are doing so again, sig-
naling that, to them, the content of revolution is 
not only the question of getting rid of the existing 
decrepit and inhuman leadership and replacing it 
with something a little bit better. They are showing 
by their actions, their bravery and their leadership 
that this revolution has to be so deep and so total 
that they and their generation will be the ones to 
determine their own lives and future. 

No revolution has freed women.2 The events in Iran 
make it clear that from now on, that must be both revolu-
tion’s measure and goal.
1. See The Political Philosophic Letters of Raya Dunayevskaya, 
Vol. II, and see page 4 of this issue.
2. Women have been at the forefront of revolutions and struggled 
to become free. See Raya Dunayevskaya’s Women’s Liberation 
and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future.

The regime should be afraid. The cries of: 
“Women, life and freedom!” “Death to the heads-
carf!” “Death to the dictator!” “We’ll support our 
sisters and women, life, liberty!” fill the streets. 
Demonstrators led by women and girls burn down 
police stations, chase police cars, torch Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei’s billboards and pictures. Protests 
have spread internationally, with Iranians and 
their allies protesting in Paris, Sweden, Turkey, 
the U.S., and other countries in Europe—wherever 
there are Iranians. 

In solidarity, women cut their hair, and in Athens, 
in homage to the fight against racist sexism in the U.S., 
protesters held signs reading “Say her name!”
THE UPRISING’S BREADTH AND DEPTH

Iranian women have taken off their headscarves in 
front of the police, burned them, waved them in anger, 
shaved their heads and publicly cut their hair to show that 
they are the ones to decide what happens to their bodies 
and what they wear. At Amini’s funeral women threw off 
their headscarves, 
waving them in an-
ger, and chanted 
“Death to the dicta-
tor.” Crowds kept the 
police from rushing 
the burial and the 
police fired on them 
and threw stones 
and teargas.

The breadth 
and depth of the 
uprising mirror 
the deep anger 
and discontent of 
the Iranian popu-
lation. Thus, poor 
and rich Iranians 
are uniting for the 
first time since the 
revolution that 
overthrew the 
Shah. Amini was 
Kurdish, but that 
has not stopped other ethnic minorities as well as 
those in the Fars majority from coming together in 
outrage and demanding fundamental changes—so 
fundamental that they include the end of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran with the aim to create a country 
that values human life and freedom.

Now the revolt has spread to over 80 cities, probably 
more by the time you read this, and women are leading 
the way. Iran’s most religiously conservative cities, such 
as Qom, are also beset by protests and outrage. There 
is some evidence that members of the security forces 
have joined the protesters, and while the military seems 
strong, that doesn’t mean that there isn’t dissension in 
their ranks. 
A LONG HISTORY OF REVOLT

Weeks before Amini’s murder, Ira-
nian women rebelled against President 
Raisi’s “chastity and hijab week,” by 
posting selfies of themselves unveiled 
or walking bareheaded through cit-
ies. The regime took to beating forced 
“confessions” out of women picked up 
and brutalized by the morality police. 
(See “Woman as Reason: Fight against 
forced veiling,” Sept.-Oct. 2022 N&L.)

It is no accident that the first step 
of counter-revolution after hijacking 
the 1979 revolution was enforced veil-
ing of women. Iranian women have con-
tinuously fought it. As Nasrin Sotou-
deh, an Iranian human rights attorney 
currently on furlough from an Iranian 
prison, posted on facebook:

“We will not forget the memory 
of women who have been the target 

of state violence for defying the compulsory hijab. From 
Homa Darabi who was expelled from the university due 
to compulsory hijab and burned herself [on Feb. 22, 1994] 
(see “Iranian feminists fight fundamentalist oppression,” 
N&L, May 1994) to women of Revolution Street who have 
been subjected to violent assaults and beatings, to Nasta-
ran Darabi whose beautiful hair was stomped upon under 
the boots of a hateful and violent man from the Morality 
Police, to Sepideh Rashnoo who was heading to her job, to 
thousands of young girls and women who are subjected to 
insults and attacks and arrest on a daily basis, all weigh 
heavily on our memory of yesterday and today….In the not 
so distant future, these waves of violence will turn on you.”
THE REVOLUTION THEN AND NOW

Over 40 years ago, the people of Iran—the people, 
not the mosque—made a revolution that shook the world. 
Then, the Shah of Iran, propped up by the most power-
ful country in the world, was overthrown by a revolution 
of women, men, and youth, workers and students. From 
that moment on, those who stole that historic uprising 
and diverted the people’s goal from freedom to religious 
rule have feared revolution above any other reality.

Then, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini blamed women’s 
objection to mandatory hijab as coming from “Western 

Iran regime fears revolution as women fight for total change
Dictator!” Workers have blocked roads leading to the fac-
tory and set barrels of tar on fire. 
LURS, TURKS, KURDS, ARABS, BAKHTIARIS 
UNITE AGAINST THE REGIME

Many petrochemical workers hail from minority 
ethnic groups, thus their chants caught on video: “Long 
live Iran! Long live Lurs, Turks, Kurds, Arabs and 
Bakhtiaris!” and “Don’t be afraid: We stand together!” 
They are calling for nationwide strikes: “This is only the 
beginning of our path, and we will continue our protests 
every day in solidarity and in tandem with the people from 
all over the country.” The strike has spread to tanker driv-
ers who have refused to move oil in their rigs.

Business centers are also experiencing strikes, 
many in Kurdish cities such as Kermanshah, Bou-
kan, Saghez and Sarpol-e-Zahab.

Teachers unions have announced solidarity strikes 
and “students in at least 28 universities” are participat-
ing in a nationwide boycott of classes. The Coordination 
Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations called for 
Yousef Nouri, Iran’s Education Minister, to resign, call-
ing him an “incompetent and good-for-nothing element.” 
They were responding to the attack on girl students in 
Ardabil—an Azeri region—where the girls refused to sing 
a song praising Ali Khamenei. They were beaten so bru-
tally by government agents that sixteen-year-old Asra 
Panahi died on Oct. 13 and another girl is in critical con-
dition while many more had to be hospitalized.
THE CALL IS FOR REVOLUTION!

That these murders have only fueled the movement 
was articulated by a 19-year-old woman: “I don’t have a 
single relative in Ardabil, but with this brutal crackdown 
on our sisters, who were just 16 years old, they’ve awak-
ened the whole nation. We never knew we were so united—
across the Baloch regions as well as the Kurdish regions. 
The world has heard about Nika, Sarina and Asra, but 
there are so many other nameless children who we know 
nothing about.

“It’s not just Asra’s death,” she said. “The Islamic Re-
public has been killing our people for 40 years, but our 
voices weren’t heard. Let the world know this is no longer 
a protest—we are calling for a revolution. Now that you’re 
all listening to our voices, we will not stop.”

That the Iranian regime was counting on split-
ting the nation’s ethnic populations was made clear 
by its mass killings in the Kurdish and Balochistan 
provinces. On Sept. 22, Iran bombed the Kurdish 
opposition forces in Iraq. The hated IRGC claimed 
they were targeting “terrorist and anti-revolution-
ary groups” based there. They as well shot down 
at least 76 unarmed demonstrators in the Kurdish 
region of Iran on Sept. 28, some of them children. 
They wounded and jailed hundreds more, as well 
as at least 20 journalists, including the one who 
broke the story about Mahsa Amini’s death. 

The murder of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini (called Jina 
Amini by her family and fellow Kurds) by Iranian moral-
ity police thugs for supposedly not wearing hijab “proper-
ly,” was the event that prompted weeks 
of outrage and revolt that continue as 
this is being written. Three days after 
she was taken, she was dead, her face 
and head bruised and battered.

Raha Bahreini, a lawyer and Am-
nesty International’s Iran researcher, 
pointed out that one of the regime’s 
deadliest days was Sept. 30 “in Za-
hedan, Sistan, Balochistan province, 
which is populated by Iran’s oppressed 
Balochi minority. The security forces 
opened fire on protesters and bystand-
ers, and in the course of several hours 
they killed over 85 men, women and 
children.” In these areas the security 
forces roam the streets, randomly fir-
ing live rounds into people’s homes 
along with tear gas canisters.

This ploy to split the opposition 
has failed. Even the slogan of solidarity, Jin, Jiyan, 
Azadi (Women, life, freedom) was first a Kurdish 
slogan. 

Meanwhile Iran’s ultraconservative President 
Ebrahim Raisi—he who decreed that conservative dress 
laws be implemented “in full” and loosed the morality 
police on the women of Iran—tries to lie, lie, lie his 
way out of what his regime has created: a theocratic 
state monstrosity that cannot properly feed or house 
its population or offer its youth a future. Drenched in 
hypocrisy and corruption, the IRGC and the despised 
Basij enrich themselves by stealing the future of the 
Iranian people. 
COVERUPS AND LIES

Since Amini’s murder the regime, from Iran’s presi-
dent on down, continue their mendacity. Not only about 
death, but claiming all the murdered youth had serious 
illnesses or committed suicide and the rest are agents of 
the West and/or have been brainwashed. President Raisi 
promised that Amini’s death would be investigated. No 
one believes his “investigation” was anything more than 
a coverup. No one believes any of the forced confessions 
or the grieving relatives tortured to lie to protect those 
still living.
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Women Marching on International Women’s Day in Iran 1979 against Ayatollah Khomeini’s order 
that Iranian women must wear the veil. 

Photo by Hengameh Golestan
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News & Letters is also online at
www.newsandletters.org. 

   The online News & Letters doesn’t wait 
for a deadline to post articles, editorials, 
essays and analyses of ongoing local 
and world events—we update as 
things happen. To keep up on Marxist-
Humanist reporting, post comments, 
or order literature, check out the 
online paper regularly. 
   Posted online right now you can find: 
⁕ “Discussion article: Gavur Imam: The ‘sung’ hero 
of Cyprus”
⁕  An earlier analysis of the events in Iran: “‘Women 
Life and Freedom!’ The transformation of Iran”  
⁕  “Climate strike in Oakland, California”
⁕  An updated “Queer Notes”
   Like to hold a newspaper in your hands?  Please 
subscribe and consider helping out a prisoner with 
a gift subscription  To see how, go to our literature 
offerings on page 7.

Xi Jinping’s precarious hold on China
by Bob McGuire

The coup that Xi Jinping had long planned to cement 
his control of the Communist Party of China went accord-
ing to script: Xi was re-elected to a third five-year term as 
leader at the Party Congress that ended on Oct. 23. This 
was only possible by his having eliminated term limits in 
2018. He assured himself undisputed personal control by 
sweeping out all but one member of the ruling Politburo 
Standing Committee and replacing them with cronies 

who had served under his thumb. 
Xi branded strengthening the regime’s military and 

economic control as an attack on inequality. The only 
glitch in a precisely choreographed display of his author-
ity was when former Chairman Hu Jintao was hustled 
out of the meeting, leaving one seat glaringly empty. 
IMPOSSIBLE TO REPRESS ALL DISSENT

But what really punctured Xi’s claims to power came 
on the eve of the Congress. One man was able to unfurl 
two large anti-regime banners from the Hitong Bridge at 
the center of Beijing. Before police could stop “the Bridge 
Man” (later identified by opponents of the regime as Peng 
Lifa), he was able to shout to crowds below: “Go on strike 
at school and work, remove dictator and national traitor 
Xi Jinping.”

In the days since, spreading those slogans has 
been the task taken on by a resistance movement 
across China and even around the world, trying to 
stay one step ahead of the smothering reaction. Ac-
tivists have done the modern equivalent of secretly 
passing out leaflets by using Air Drop to pass the 
slogans into the phones of fellow subway passen-
gers.

Wherever the ever-present surveillance cameras are 
absent, primarily toilets, the slogans have been copied 
onto walls. Online, cyber cops have successively censored 
key words, and then blocked even the substitutes for key 
words: “I’ve seen it”—meaning Peng’s anti-regime slo-
gans—is by now a forbidden phrase online.
REFERENCING TIANANMEN SQUARE

“The Bridge Man” references the courage of another 
single individual, the Tank Man who, unarmed on June 
4, 1989, briefly blocked the progress of a whole line of 
tanks entering Beijing’s Tiananmen Square to carry out 
the massacre of students and workers in occupation.

But the banners and slogans connect to the 
tradition of the “big character banner” erected in 
1974 under the name Li Yizhe that rattled the cage 
of China’s rulers. “On Socialist Democracy and the 
Legal System” represented the generation of youth 
who had been pushed into the Red Guards as part 
of the preventive counter-revolution that Mao Ze-
dong had called the Cultural Revolution, but who 
themselves had rebelled against the regime. 

The banner cited Karl Marx to expose as fraudulent 
the “Marxist” underpinnings of the regime. It is clear that 
Xi Jinping, despite his consolidation of Party power, now 
feels equally uneasy about the opposition that this gen-
eration of rebels is displaying.

YOUTH IN ACTION
by Buddy Bell

At the University of Florida, 300 students protested 
Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse as he spoke in a campus 
ballroom on Oct. 10. The floor was shaking and chants 
were audible inside, when Sasse was ushered away and 
continued his speech by videoconference. The retiring 
Sasse is the presumptive new university president, but 
protesters demanded that the board of trustees release 
the list of all 12 finalists chosen by a search committee. 
One student protesting the selection of Sasse told WUFT 
News: “I just think that his voting history, anti-affordable 
care act, anti-LGBTQ, climate denial in the state of Flor-
ida is kind of ridiculous. He doesn’t support the values of 
students or even just students in general at UF.” When 
addressing a student question about HB7, an anti-queer 
and anti-history state gag law disguised as “academic 
freedom” and one of the hottest issues in Florida, Sasse 
claimed he didn’t know about it.

*   *   *
About 12,000 students across 100 high schools in the 

state of Virginia protested the new Republican governor’s 
plan to direct school districts to require parental noti-
fication if a Trans student wishes to be called by their 
preferred pronouns. Under this prescribed policy, teach-
ers would be disallowed from addressing students with a 
gender pronoun not corresponding to the gender mark-
ers in official school records, except with a parent’s ap-
proval and legal documents reflecting the change. Ranger 
Balleisen, 17, of Fairfax, told Buzzfeed: “The knowledge 
that I wouldn’t be safe in a school, and in a school system, 
in a state that I thought I could be safe in was terrifying... 
Today’s walkout and seeing all the other schools’ walkout 
photos from today across the state has really made me be-
lieve that we can do this.” A public comment period on the 
draft policy will close at the end of October, and tens of 
thousands of students have already submitted comments.

*   *   *
The Greek government is putting police directly on 

university campuses for the first time in 40 years, repeal-
ing “academic sanctuary,” one of the accomplishments of 
the pro-democracy uprisings which ended military rule 
in Greece. They have been answered by large demon-
strations of university students who marched on Athens’ 
Constitution Square on Sept. 8 and Sept. 17. With police 
forces deploying chemicals to disperse crowds, demon-
strators resist by throwing the canisters back at police. 
Protests continue around the country. For several nights 
in late October, police in Thessaloniki used ground fires 
to drive youth out of the city center.

Leading Canadians 
off the cliff

Halifax, Canada—Canada’s Conservative Party held 
a summer-long leadership contest before it chose Pierre 
Poilievre as leader. Poilievre is still an outspoken sup-
porter of the so-called Freedom Convoy of last January 
and February which occupied the capital Ottawa and 
blocked border crossings in Alberta and between Detroit 
and Windsor. Then protesters in SUVs and pickup trucks 
pretended to be acting for over-the-road drivers, who, by 
overwhelming numbers, had already been vaccinated, to 
demand an end to COVID-19 vaccination mandates and 
maybe seize power. 
TRAVELING WITH WHITE SUPREMACIST

Poilievre had also denounced Prime Minister 
Trudeau invoking the Emergencies Act (which an inquiry 
is currently investigating) when Ottawa police proved 
complicit with reactionary protest leaders. Poilievre, de-
spite calling his tech savviness an asset, was called out by 
tech savvier people who discovered that all his YouTube 
videos for the last four years tagged a misogynist white 
supremacist cult. 

Danielle Smith, new Premier of Alberta and newly 
chosen leader of the province’s United Conservative Par-
ty, checks off the same boxes and more. Not only has she 
railed against mask and vaccination mandates, she re-
cently called Alberta’s unvaccinated people the most dis-
criminated against group in her lifetime.

She is notorious for raising doubt that dead 
bodies of Indigenous children had been uncovered 
on the grounds of Residential Schools. Supposedly, 
the institutions intended to “kill the Indian in the 
child,” even as more than 1,000 bodies have already 
been unearthed. It’s unsurprising that researchers 
found that Smith had made two citations to an anti-
Semitic website. 

Equally worrisome was her regurgitating Putin’s 
propaganda in the early days of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine by blaming Ukraine and NATO for provoking 
Russia. She suggested that with annexation Russia could 
rectify post-World War II political boundaries. Given the 
size of the Ukrainian-Canadian community in Alberta, 
Smith has walked back those claims a little.
FASCISM COMING TO CANADA?

What propelled Smith into power was her advocacy 
for enacting the Alberta Sovereignty Act, and a vow to 
nullify or ignore any decisions of Parliament or the Su-
preme Court that she might deem harmful to Alberta. 

Some observers feel that neither Poilievre’s confes-
sions nor his exposures disqualify him from outdistancing 
Trudeau’s Liberal Party in the 2023 elections for Parlia-
ment. After all, in recent weeks overtly fascist parties 
have seized shares of power in Sweden and Italy, and 
MAGA candidates in U.S. states, leading in the polls, are 
promising, like Trump, to accept election results only if 
they win. So much for Canadian exceptionalism.

—Angry in Halifax

by Elise
Forcing women and girls with disabilities to give birth 

could be their death sentence. According to The Journal 
of the American Medical Association, disabled women are 
eleven times more likely to die during pregnancy or child-
birth. Disabled woman Renee Schmidt wanted SCOTUS 
to know that as she and her mother protested in front 
of the Supreme Court. Schmidt has Ehlers-Danlos Syn-
drome, which causes joints to be overly flexible. Pregnan-
cy could kill her or worsen her disability. The U.S had the 
highest maternal mortality rate among developed coun-
tries even before the overturning of Roe v. Wade.

*   *   *
Fewer than 50% of disabled South Koreans are em-

ployed. For disabled women, that number drops to 22%. 
Despite the law that mandates disabled people constitute 
at least 3% of the workforce in companies with 50 or more 
employees, most of them have part-time minimum wage 
jobs. Disabled woman freelancer Dayeon Jeong shared 
her experiences online of being turned down time after 
time even for an interview. She is encouraged by the sup-
port she receives from those reading her story. Disabled 
people, with Solidarity Against Disability Discrimination 
and other disability rights groups, protested in South Ko-
rea’s subways during rush hour to raise public awareness 
about their lack of access to essential services, abuse in 
institutions, and elevated death rates.

*   *   *
Zahida Qureshi, a disabled Pakistani woman, found-

ed disability rights organization Society for Special Peo-
ple, which manufactures and donates wheelchairs, em-
ploying mostly the disabled. The need is greater because 
of an uptick of polio in Pakistan. Qureshi contracted polio 
as a child and, without a wheelchair, had to crawl on the 
floor at the schools that finally accepted her. Qureshi’s 
Accessible Pakistan organization succeeded in getting 
ramps and toilets at mosques and other buildings and 
making polling stations accessible and led her to become 
an adviser on the disabled to the Punjab government. 

HANDICAPTHIS!
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
also the very ones who were pivotal when the Army, too, 
folded and many rank-and-file soldiers joined the masses 
and gave them arms, while Bazargan and Khomeini had 
the assurance of some generals that they indeed would 
change sides if they had assurance they would once again 
command! The Revolution started long before the Ayatol-
lah Khomeini emerged to lead and mislead.

UNFORTUNATELY, ALL THOSE POWERFUL 
MASS MOBILIZATIONS, and deaths of thousands, 
which culminated in ending the Shah’s and SAVAK’s 
(CIA-trained in torture) despotism and terrorism and ex-
ploitation, are but the merest beginnings of anything new, 
that is to say, worker-controlled. Unfortunately, Khomei-
ni still remains very nearly unchallenged, that is, seri-
ously unchallenged, as if his intransigence in demanding 
“Death to the Shah!”, which had acted as a unifying force 
when the weak National Front was still bargaining with 
the Shah, was, in fact, what had begun and deepened the 
revolution. And unfortunately the Left, too, had unfurled 
no new banner of freedom, and some are willing to settle 
for much, much less: being part of State Administration, 
that is, part of the new ruling bureaucracy, while shout-
ing “anti-imperialism.”

Of course U.S. imperialism is the most gigantic, 
militaristic, nuclearly-armed titan in the world. Of course 
we, as American revolutionaries, must work to see that 
it never reestablishes itself in Iran or anywhere else. 
And, of course, we must point to the fact that the rush to 
the recent Middle East treaty was induced precisely by 
the fear of the consequences of the Iranian Revolution. 
Nevertheless, we must not permit the indigenous Iranian 
counter-revolution to hide under the slogan of anti-
imperialism, as some in the Left are trying to do by 
branding not only U.S. imperialism but Kate Millet and, 
indeed, the whole women’s revolutionary movement as if 
they are “agents of imperialism.” Nothing could assure 
the victory of the counter-revolution more than that kind 
of “anti-imperialism.”

Let us, instead, turn to the genuine indigenous roots 
of a most unique revolution, the very one that is now be-
ing so bandied about as if the only point involved in it, 
great though that was for that year, was the Constitution 
of 1906. The Revolution lasted from 1906 to 1911. We turn 
to this period not only for nationalism but international-
ism, and not only for the past but the present.

To be continued next issue...

Uyghurs at “re-education” camp in Lop County, Xinjiang, China, being 
harangued with a “deradicalization” lecture.
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in 
its private property form as in the U.S., and in 
its state property form calling itself Commu-
nist, which appeared as the Russian Revolution 
was transformed into its opposite. That retro-
gression anticipated the next stage of develop-
ment—the age of state-capitalism. We stand for 
a society of new human relations, what Marx 
called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled a 
new movement from practice that was itself a 
form of theory. News & Letters was created so 
that the voices of revolt could be heard unsepa-
rated from the articulation of a philosophy of 
liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, 
was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today 
(1958), established the American roots of Marx-
ism while presenting a comprehensive attack 
on present-day Communism, which is a form of 
state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in its 
original form as “a thorough-going Naturalism or 
Humanism,” while pointing to the new Human-
ist philosophy expressed by the working class. It 
presented history and theory as emanating from 
the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it historical-
ly, caught the link of continuity with the Human-
ism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, the 
integration of dialectics and organization reflects 
the revolutionary maturity of the age and the 
passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a con-
tinent of thought and of revolution in his youth 
to the “new moments” of his last decade. Writ-
ten for our time of revolutions in developing 
countries, the rise of the international women’s 
liberation movement, and global economic cri-
sis, it reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the deter-
minant for the relationship of theory and prac-
tice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civilization 
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 1983) 
concretizes it on the American scene and shows 
the two-way freedom road between the U.S. and 
Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 
revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 

to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevska-
ya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World De-
velopment, deposited at Wayne State University 
in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of organiza-
tion rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firmest 
unity among workers, Blacks and other minori-
ties, women, youth and those intellectuals who 
have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of both 
capital and labor.” We do not separate mass ac-
tivities from the activity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution of 
News and Letters Committees or see it on our 
website: www.newsandletters.org. 

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

WORLD   VIEWIN
by Eugene Walker

Freedom. We are not a state of the United States. We 
are not provinces of the United States. We are a country. 
We are a republic. They cannot give us orders. This time, 
we do not need them. If Ariel Henry does not resign and 
the bank officials don’t change their minds, we will make 
a revolution in the country. 

—Moise Jean-Charles, former Haitian senator 
and presidential candidate

When the U.S.-imposed non-elected, ille-
gitimate government of Ariel Henry decided to 
raise highly subsidized fuel prices in Septem-
ber, all hell broke loose. Mass protests occurred 
everywhere, particularly on the streets of the 
capital, Port-au-Prince. The major fuel depot 
for the country has been blockaded, neighbor-
hoods are cut off from other neighborhoods, 
schools and hospitals have been shut down, 
food and water shortages are everywhere, and 
armed groups occupy some neighborhoods.
NEOCOLONIALISM ANGERS MASSES

The higher fuel prices were only the spark 
that ignited the explosive situation that has 
been building. For the last 15 months anger 
has been growing, beginning with the assas-
sination on July 7, 2021, of President Jovenel 
Moise. Ariel Henry was quickly maneuvered into the 
presidency under the direction of the Biden Adminis-
tration. Over the months, the U.S. continued to support 
Henry even in face of growing opposition of the Haitian 
masses, who, as usual, were never consulted. 

A major reason for U.S. support: Henry has 
allowed the U.S. to massively deport thousands 
of Haitians immigrants from the U.S., who were 
fleeing the poverty and violence in Haiti. This 

Haitians demand self-determination 
has exacerbated Haiti’s present crisis. Dan Foote, 
Biden’s ambassador to Haiti, resigned last fall due 
to this despicable policy.

Now the U.S. has gone to the UN with two Haiti reso-
lutions: one sanctioning particular gangs; another seek-
ing armed intervention in Haiti with or without the UN. 
The first resolution passed, the second has not passed yet.
PEOPLE ORGANIZING AGAINST GANGS 

There is no doubt that the gang violence is horrific, 
with murders and rape being used as a means of violent 

intimidation. There are differences on the question of 
gangs. Anti-gang gangs are forming to protect citizens 
from the gang violence that elites in Haiti are supporting 
to suppress growing social protest. Some anti-gang gangs 
are said to be talking of revolution.

What is clear is that international armed in-
tervention—the U.S. and Canada have already sent 
armored vehicles—is only supported by a Haitian 

ruling class losing its control, not by the Haitian 
masses who are striving for a new beginning with-
out outside intervention.

There is a dual, contradictory reality occurring in 
Haiti. On the one hand is the U.S.-imposed, illegitimate 
government of Ariel Henry, supported by almost no one, 
enabling violent criminal gangs to terrorize and murder 
Haiti’s citizens. On the other hand there is the developing 
social movement of Haitians created by numerous groups: 
anti-gang gangs who are armed to protect people, teach-
ers’ groups, trade unions, women’s organizations and on 
and on. 

Their call is straightforward and profound: Henry 
must go! No outside intervention, especially from the U.S. 
and UN! Many are calling for full social revolution.

A rash of attempted bank robberies has been occur-
ring in Lebanon, so much so that many banks are remain-
ing closed for safety reasons. Why? Because Lebanese 
people have not been able to withdraw their money as 
the economy has collapsed. That’s why many have gone 
armed to their banks to demand their own money.
PEOPLE FLEEING A FAILING STATE

Hundreds upon hundreds of Lebanese as well as ref-
ugees, particularly Syrians and Palestinians, have been 
seeking escape via dangerous boat trips across the Medi-
terranean trying to reach Italy and the rest of Europe. 
This past September dozens of refugees drowned when 
a boat from Lebanon capsized off the coast of Syria. It 
was not the first such tragedy and won’t be the last. In 
a poll, more than half of Lebanon’s population wants to 
leave permanently.

Over the past several years, the economy has 
experienced a meltdown. It is a deep human crisis. 
Years of war, sectarian violence, and rampant cor-
ruption have led to extreme poverty for Lebanon’s 
citizens, and for the thousands upon thousands of 
Middle East refugees living in the country. 

The Lebanese pound has lost 95% of its value against 
the dollar. People cannot afford to buy food or medicine 
as prices have skyrocketed, as has unemployment. Elec-
tricity in Beirut is often on only for an hour or two after 
midnight. The World Bank ranks Lebanon’s economic col-
lapse among the world’s three worst since the mid-1800s 
in terms of its effect on people’s living standards.
CORRUPTION AND NEGLECT 

There are multiple strands to this crisis, but two or 
three things stand out. First, the extreme corruption par-
ticularly by Lebanese politicians and parties, who, aware 

of the growing crisis, just let the country sink. 
Nothing demonstrates this disorder more than 

the horrific 2020 Beirut port explosion of more 
than 2,500 tons of ammonium nitrate knowingly 
stored for six years in a port warehouse with no 
safety precautions. The blast shook all of Lebanon 
and was felt in much of the Middle East as well as 
some of Europe. Over 200 people were killed, 7,000 
injured, with $15 billion of property damage. Pro-
tests erupted across Lebanon against the govern-
ment for their failure to prevent the disaster.

Second, as the economy was collapsing, the richer na-
tions of the world refused to lend assistance to avert a 
financial disaster.

Third, Europe’s severe limitation on legal mi-
gration from the Middle East and Africa has left 
desperate people no choice but “illegal” migration 
via dangerous sea journeys resulting in thousands 
of migrant deaths.

The absurd notion that economic crises are somehow 
separate from human rights crises remains with us today. 
Lebanon is a manifestation of this.

Lebanon’s citizens deal with failing state

Sweden—The Swedish Democrats—the anti-
immigrant party that is the largest of the Rightist 
bloc—has enough seats to exercise its racist immigration 
policy and veto power over government actions. After the 
elections, the party’s leader, Jimmie Akesson said: “Now 
we will get order in Sweden....It’s time to put Sweden first.” 
NOT ELECTED BUT THEIR POLICIES RULE

With neo-Nazi roots, the Swedish Democrats are po-
litically unacceptable government partners. But never 
mind, a 62-page agreement on policy, heavily influenced 
by their concerns, was constructed. It calls for big sen-
tence increases for gang-related crimes, an expansion 
of police powers to stop and search people for weapons 
without probable cause, and limiting immigration to the 
absolute minimum required by the European Union  

Jonas Hinnfors, a political scientist at the Uni-
versity of Gothenburg, said: “We are at the brink of 
something very different in key respects in Swed-
ish society: how we relate to each other, the forces 
of the state in relation to individual freedoms and 
what it is to be a foreigner in this country.” 

Jason Diakité, a Swedish rapper known as Timbuktu, 
put it more succinctly: “To all Black and Brown people in 
Sweden—be extra vigilant now. This election result will 
undoubtedly embolden even more extreme forces that 
have existed in this country for almost 100 years.”

*   *   *
Italy—A new government has been installed with 

Giorgia Meloni, leader of the Brothers of Italy, a hard-
right party born of fascist roots, as the prime minister. 
Known for her fiery speeches against gay rights and il-
legal migrants, including advocating a naval blockade, 
when it came to her election campaign, she modified her 
tone and content to support the European Union, and 
NATO arms for Ukraine against Russia’s Putin.
SPEWING RACIST HATE 

However, Meloni’s rhetoric has depended on her au-
dience. In a visit to the far right Vox party in Spain, she 
shouted: “There is no possible mediation. Yes to the natu-
ral family. No to the LGBT lobbies. No to the violence of 
Islam, yes to safer borders, no to mass immigration…”

She had previously declared the European 
Union an accomplice to “the project of ethnic re-
placement of Europe’s citizens desired by the great 
capitals and international speculators.” 

Moreover, she has coalition parties in government 
who are open about their extreme nationalism, anti-EU 
stance and often pro-Putin positions. Foremost of these 
is Matteo Salvini, who headed the once-secessionist 
northern-based League party. Another “partner” is Silvio 
Berlusconi, a several-time prime minister, Putin admirer, 
misogynist and corrupt businessman.

Where this rightist coalition will end up is anybody’s 
guess. But certainly, in terms of migrants fleeing the vio-
lence and poverty of the Middle East and Africa, a future 
in Italy looks bleak.

Europe’s racist leaders

Recent demonstration in Port-au-Prince against rising food and fuel prices.

World Food Program
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