
Since Sept. 16, 2022, protesters in Iran have car-
ried out remarkable, unique and revolutionary protests 
which show no hint of stopping. The revolt was started 
by women who remain both numerous and radical in the 
constant demonstrations and actions, and it has drawn in 
many layers of the masses while explicitly calling for the 
revolutionary downfall of the Islamic Republic’s regime. 

From the beginning, with 
the brutal beating to death of 
Jina (Mahsa) Amini for sup-
posedly wearing the required 

hijab “improperly,” the Iranian regime has revealed itself 
as a collection of ruthless thugs. They will use any tactic 
no matter how dreadful to try to quell this unstoppable 
rebellion and remain in power to enrich themselves and 
continue their plunder. 
REGIME’S RUTHLESSNESS HAS NO BOUNDS

They have gone into girls’ schools and beaten young 
girls to death for refusing to sing a song glorifying reli-
gious dictator Ayatollah Ali Khamenei; picked up teenage 
women protesters and beaten them till they bled to death 
or their heads were caved in; shot an eight-year-old boy 
riding with his parents in a car. They shoot metal pellets 
and rubber bullets at women’s breasts, faces, eyes and 
genitals to maim and disfigure them. 

To divide protesters along ethnic lines, they 
shot down at least 76 unarmed demonstrators in 
the Kurdish region of Iran on Sept. 28, some of 
them children, and have ruthlessly attacked minor-
ity ethnicities throughout the land. They have ex-
ecuted young men for protesting, including public 
hangings, in a vain attempt to frighten protesters. 

Making hijab rules even more draconian, on 
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COP15 and COP27: Ecology 
summits hide two worlds clashing

by Faruq
The whole nation is fascinated by football. In prison 

everyone is captivated by the game: the excitement of a 
player getting hit by someone from the opposing team. 
The reality, rather than mere entertainment, was 
brought home on Jan. 2, when Damar Hamlin, a 24-year-
old Buffalo Bills safety, collapsed on the field.

Football is a gladiator sport. It is a distraction every 
bit as crucial to propping up this system as circuses were 
in ancient Rome. Standing while the national anthem 
is played with a hand on your heart is a continuation of 
a history of oppression. You first become subject to this 
symbolism in kindergarten when you have to recite the 
pledge of allegiance.
KAEPERNICK SAID ‘NO!’

Colin Kaepernick as an individual had the courage to 
say no to this tradition. After George Floyd’s murder he 
put himself on the line by kneeling during the anthem, 
thus ending his chances for a career in sports. He said 
he wanted to show his opposition to police murders of op-
pressed peoples. Police are there to protect the system.

Kaepernick got very little solidarity from other play-
ers. For most, their whole life is centered on chasing the 
dream of playing in the big leagues. They also know by ex-
perience, and have internalized, that Blacks are met with 
terrorism when they speak out against racist oppression.

It was otherwise when Damar Hamlin’s heart 
stopped after he took a severe blow to the chest. 
Medical staff attended to him right away. They are 
a part of the masquerade that the football industry 
does everything to keep the players healthy. In re-
ality everything is geared to “the show must go on.”

Whereas before Hamlin’s collapse, the talk was of the 
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by Bob McGuire
In October Xi Jinping flaunted his intention to rule 

for life by clearing the inner circle of the ruling Commu-
nist Party of all but lackeys. In November his lifetime rule 
became much more precarious as a fire took the lives of 
dozens of residents of an apartment building sealed off 
under a COVID lockdown in Urumqi, capital of the tradi-
tionally Uyghur province of Xinjiang.

Fences and parked cars blocked fire engines for 
three hours. Locked exits prevented residents from 
leaving, leading to far more deaths than the bureau-
crats’ official tally of 10. It is hauntingly reminis-
cent of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 
in New York City that killed 146 garment workers, 
mostly women, after the owners locked all exits. 

An angry protest in Urumqi led to an explosion of 
mass protests in Beijing, Shanghai, Wuhan and many 
smaller cities, as well as at college campuses across 
China—all seemingly without an organizing authority. 
Solidarity of Han majority protesters with Uyghur deaths 
has a parallel with the months-long defiance across Iran 
following the murder in custody of ethnic Kurdish woman 
Jina (Mahsa) Amini. Both regimes have often fomented 
ethnic antagonisms to divert protests.
PROTESTERS FRIGHTEN CHINA’S RULERS

Protesters who carried signs demanding freedom 
from despotic zero-COVID lockdowns had nothing in com-
mon with COVID deniers or anti-vaxxers on the far-right 
fringe in North America. Other protesters proclaimed: 

China’s white paper revolution scares Xi Jinping
“It’s a man-made disaster!”

More frightening to China’s rulers were other 
messages: “Freedom of Speech,” “Freedom of the 
Press” and “Democracy and the Rule of Law.” De-
mands included: “Down with the Chinese Commu-
nist Party!” and “Death to Xi Jinping!” Maybe most 
threatening to continued rule by Xi and his state-
capitalist regime were the thousands who dis-
played blank pieces of white typing paper. Every 
fellow protester would read on them the slogans 
that they do not yet dare utter.

Blank paper or not, police rounded up crowds of pro-
testers, and used ever-present surveillance technology to 
keep picking off participants for days. But those slogans 
have not disappeared from people’s minds, no more than 
the ideas of the 1979 Democracy Wall movement were de-
stroyed by ripping down its big character posters.

COVID lockdown under a zero-COVID policy had by 
many accounts killed many people even before the fire in 
Urumqi. Local lockdowns have lasted as long as a month, 
as in Shanghai. The most extreme lockdowns imprisoned 
residents in their own homes and denied them access to 
job sites, and therefore income, stores, restaurants and 
entertainment. It left them at risk of death, as they lost 
their income and were unable to buy food. 
A TOTALITARIAN’S ‘SOLUTION’

This was a solution that only a totalitarian would 
contrive: The mRNA vaccines of Pfizer and Moderna have 
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Iranian masses 
deepen their revolution

by Franklin Dmitryev
Two hotly anticipated global summits on ecology and 

climate yielded agreements hailed as breakthroughs, and 
yet the results amounted to little of substance. Instead 
they papered over a raging war of capital against human-
ity and Planet Earth—a war manifested in open conflict 
between “developed” and “developing” countries, but also 
in a more or less concealed war of the two worlds with-
in each country: ruling classes against working classes, 
peasants, Indigenous peoples, women, youth and people 
with disabilities. These summits followed a year of un-
precedented climate disasters that—in conjunction with 
war, pandemic and economic disarray—killed thousands 
of people, displaced millions, and disrupted food supplies 
and infrastructure.
LOFTY WORDS AS CAPITALISTS SELL 
HUMANITY’S FUTURE

As 
lofty words 
flowed at the 
Dec. 7-19, 
2022, biodi-
versity sum-
mit called 
COP15,1 de-
forestation 
of the Ama-
zon contin-
ued to drive 
it toward 
the point of 
no return, 
while the 
Democratic 
Republic 
of Congo 
was moving 
ahead with 
plans to 
open up eco-
logically sensitive lands to oil drilling, including part of 
the peat lands that store 30 billion tons of carbon. 

The Nov. 6-20, 2022, COP27 climate summit coincid-
ed with deepening hunger in East Africa, with agencies 
debating whether to label it a famine. Pakistan had not 
recovered from devastating summer flooding that is still 
draining. Multiple countries held climate activists behind 
bars, while the U.S. and the European Union pushed ex-
pansion of oil, gas and even coal production and use and 
1.  COP15 means 15th Conference of the Parties, where the par-
ties are the national governments that joined the original 1992 
biodiversity treaty. COP27 was the 27th Conference of the Par-
ties to the treaty on climate change.

tried to pass off ecologically harmful “bioenergy” such as 
burning wood pellets as a climate solution.

COP15 and COP27 reflect the deadly serious inter-
linked crises of global capitalism, and at the same time 
the system’s desperation to fight to the last human to 
preserve itself. For that reason, the conferences and ev-
ery measure they settle on are rife with contradictions, 
and their proposed solutions tend to become part of the 
problem. 
CLIMATE SUMMIT VS. CLIMATE MOVEMENTS

Held in Egypt, COP27 marked a new low in exclu-
sion of climate movements. Egypt’s authoritarian regime, 
which institutionalized the bloody counter-revolution 
against the Arab Spring revolutions, pre-emptively arrest-
ed anyone they feared might protest anything during the 
summit. Even nonpolitical environmental scientists were 
silenced. Arab Spring participant Alaa Abd el-Fattah, 

long impris-
oned along 
with tens of 
thousands 
of other dis-
sidents, 
carried on 
a months-
long hunger 
strike until 
he collapsed 
and nearly 
died during 
COP27.

Climate 
activists 
are being 
thrown in 
jail in many 
more coun-
tries than 
Egypt—in-
cluding the 

U.S., Australia, Britain, India, China and Russia—be-
cause they are seen as a threat by the fossil fuel estab-
lishment. But, as Mary Adams of Just Stop Oil in the UK 
wrote after a stint in prison for a protest at an oil facility: 

“This is a deliberate strategy by the govern-
ment and judiciary to silence voices challenging 
the status quo of political apathy and collusion with 
the fossil fuel industry….These penalties stand in 
stark contrast to the position the courts take vis 
a vis the relentless contravention of global agree-
ments by the fossil fuel industry….And until our 
government responds with authentic leadership to 

Fridays for Future climate strike at COP27, Nov. 11, 2022, Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt.

Fridays for Future
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Review: Radius: A Story 
of Feminist Revolution

by Adele
In the early 2010s, massive pro-democracy demon-

strations called the Arab Spring challenged authoritarian 
regimes in the Middle East and North Africa. In Cairo, 
Egypt, nearly two million people regularly packed Tahrir 
Square for months calling for the downfall of the govern-
ment of Hosni Mubarak and its 
violent police force. Demonstra-
tions continued after his fall, 
after the Muslim Brotherhood, a 
fundamentalist party, was elect-
ed and even after the military 
seized power from them. 

Women played important 
roles as organizers, activists and 
journalists in these demonstra-
tions, but after Mubarak was 
ousted, women were often at-
tacked in the Square and raped 
by mobs of men. 
ORGANIZED TO STOP RAPE

Opantish (Operation Anti-Sexual Harassment and 
Assault) was one of the earliest groups formed to rescue 
women during attacks and provide aid. Yasmin El-Rifae, 
a co-founder, used her own memories and other Opant-
ish members’ to write this important account: Radius: A 
Story of Feminist Revolution, published by Verso in 2022. 

Opantish had a sophisticated organizational 
structure run from a “control room,” usually an 
apartment overlooking the Square. Hundreds of 
volunteers formed intervention teams pushing 
through mobs, extracting one or more women, and 
providing them with first aid and clothing, since 
theirs was often ripped away. Getaway drivers took 
them to hospitals or safe areas. 

The organization was started by women who had 
been attacked or witnessed others attacked. Many of its 
members were Leftist activists, and it was run on radical 
feminist principles. It was women-led, and stressed that 
women had the right to be in public spaces and partici-
pate in demonstrations. Male allies were also important 
since it was easier for them to struggle through crowds. 

Members decided women should be able to 
participate in intervention teams if they chose be-
cause it was their right. People felt an overwhelm-
ing need to help when witnessing attacks. Another 
reason was female victims recovered from shock 
and could be extracted more quickly upon seeing 
and hearing another woman. 

Opantish and other activists believed many mob at-
tacks on women were ordered by authorities, a common 
tactic to silence female activists and purge them from 
public life. The group also viewed the attacks as a betray-
al of women by the Left, since attacks could be initiated 
and participated in by fellow demonstrators. Opantish’s 
press release stated, “This phenomenon requires urgent 
attention and treatment, and is linked to the broader so-
cial problem of endemic and daily sexual harassment and 
assault of women.” 

Leftist groups and political parties had a responsi-
bility to provide security since they had called for these 
demonstrations. Opantish unfortunately foretold the 
future when they said that ignoring the attacks “jeopar-
dizes not only women’s participation but the very success 
of the revolution.”
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS UNIVERSAL

El-Rifae emphasizes the universal nature of the 
problem of male violence against women. She states that 
NGOs often “framed sexual violence as an issue of class, 
education, and awareness, and called for tougher policing 
as a remedy.” Women she met in other countries faced 
the same harassment and threats by groups of men. She 
states, “Treating sexual violence as a problem of culture 
or class also makes it easily used against Arab societies 
and Arab men in particular.” Members described observ-
ing connections with other patriarchal methods of con-
trolling women. 

She describes the universality of issues faced by ac-
tivists in organizations. Wanting to make decisions dem-
ocratically but maintain radical values, the same small 
group monopolized discussions. El-Rifae found this dis-
cussed in the essay “The Tyranny of Structurelessness” 
by Jo Freeman writing about American radical feminist 
collectives. 

Contentious issues included protecting women 
at right-wing rallies and using the corrupt crimi-
nal justice system. Opantish “was about using a 
militant feminist approach to finally bring the is-
sue of gender liberation to the center of the revolu-
tion.” They wanted to change society, not use re-
formist means like segregating the demonstrators 
to protect women, but they still wanted to protect 
all women immediately.

This dilemma ended with the end of the revolution. 
El-Rifae describes activists navigating physical and emo-
tional effects of PTSD and survivor’s guilt on relation-
ships. All of the wisdom gathered by the experiences of 
participants will contribute to the next struggle for to-
tal democracy. This book is an important record and will 
inspire revolutionaries to write about tactics, issues, in-
sights, and emotional effects of activism.

Church survives on sexism & hypocrisy
by Terry Moon

The Catholic Church has al-
ways been awash in misogyny: 
banning women from leadership 
positions; in Ireland enslaving 
pregnant women and taking their 
children; for decades banning 
LGBTQ+ people from worship 

and proclaiming their marriages invalid. It has enabled 
church officials to molest and rape hundreds of thousands 
of women, boys and girls, and still covers up that abuse 
while pontificating that it should never happen again. 

This evil, while pretending to care for the poor 
and infirm, has instead exploited them—directly by 
turning them into slave labor, or indirectly by calling 
their exploitation “charity” while they are enriching 
themselves. Those under their “care” must toe their 

sexist, anti-LGBTQ+, exploitative ideological line. 
This obscenely wealthy entity has supported 

rabidly anti-abortion politicians and judges who 
have mandated forced pregnancy—even at the cost 
of the women and others who can become preg-
nant. They helped install U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tices who denied women’s human right to control 

our own bodies. 
The harm of 

forced pregnancy is 
well documented, kill-
ing women by denying 
them needed health-
care and increasing 
suicides. It consigns 
families to lives of 
poverty, while crush-
ing dreams of educa-
tion and a life where 
children are loved and 
wanted.
THE HARM NEVER 
STOPS

And the damage 
keeps coming. A New 
York Times article 
documents how Cath-
olic-owned-and-oper-
ated Ascension, one 
of the largest hospital 
chains in the U.S., cre-
ated dangerous condi-
tions in their hospitals 
in their drive for prof-
its and obscenely high 
executive salaries. 

Despite their 
non-profit status, 

which gives them huge tax exemptions, in 2021, 
with $18 billion in cash reserves, they paid the chief 
executive of their investment company $13 million. 
Even with those millions, they slashed labor costs 
by $500 million, as reported in 2019, mostly by fir-
ing essential personal. 

This left them severely understaffed when COVID hit 
the next year. During the pandemic, Ascension cut more 
than 500 beds nationwide because of lack of nurses. At 
CommonSpirit Health one “overwhelmed nurse called 
911 dispatchers, who sent the fire department to help 
care for patients.” 

Nurses took the brunt of the firings, and those 
who were left faced the horrible consequences. 
During the pandemic, intensive care nurses were 
ordered to care for twice as many patients as the 
industry standard. Emergency room nurses re-
fused to clock in after being told to care for 11 pa-
tients each, instead of the recommended four! 

The Catholic Church is gobbling up hospitals not only 
to rake in the cash but to control what doctors can do and 
what patients can have. Pregnant women should seek 
care elsewhere if they don’t want to put their lives in jeop-
ardy if an abortion becomes needed for their healthcare.
CHILD MOLESTATION COMES WITH THE CHURCH

People rose up for decades to expose child sexual 
abuse by priests, only to have predators crop up else-
where, as reported in The Washington Post. Predatory 
priests may have melted out of view in places like the 
U.S. and Ireland, but in Africa and Latin America, for 
example, they still have free rein. 

A 14-year-old girl in Democratic Republic of Congo 
training as a nun told the nuns immediately she had been 
raped and who did it. The head nun told the local Bish-
op, Nicolas Djomo. Not only did he not punish the rapist 
priest until the police became involved, but he attacked 
the nuns who reported the rape.

First Djomo told the nuns and victim not to 
speak of what happened; then he offered the girl’s 
uncle $15,000 to cover up the rape in a country 
where most live on $2 a day. To his credit, her uncle 
refused. Next, Djomo dissolved the nuns’ associa-
tion, which deprived them of a place to live, includ-
ing the victim, who lived with them.

Because of the tenacity of the girl’s family, who went 
to the police, Djomo—eight months after the rape—barred 
the priest “from the ministry and having unsupervised 
contact with minors.” But then the Vatican ruled—with-
out ever contacting the victim—that “there were insuffi-
cient grounds to show wrongdoing.” The Washington Post 
concluded: “The nuns, priests and the alleged victim who 
pressed Djomo about the accusations say he orchestrated 
a coverup that upended the life of the victim, kept his own 
reputation intact and absolved the alleged abuser within 
the church’s own system.”

Time and incredible effort have shown that the 
Catholic Church is an institution fiercely resistant to re-
form. Women’s subordinate position has ever been used to 
prop it up, be it nuns whose orders were created to never 
threaten the hierarchy but just to do the grunt work, or 
those who clean the church, launder the vestments and 
arrange the flowers. Misogyny is ingrained in society, as 
are disdain, discrimination and abuse. That has worked 
for the Church. They don’t want to change. Sexism works 
for the Church and they are determined to keep it. 

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

For over 30 years while Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have been at war, peace negotiations did not involve 
women. Because of their patriarchal cultures, feminist, 
pro-democracy, and peace activists are harassed and 
often jailed. Feminists on both sides aim to break this 
cycle of violence. Since 2020, activists and researchers 
contribute articles to the Feminist Peace Collective, an 
independent online platform introducing readers to femi-
nist literature. Its anti-war statement says, “The answer 
to the aggressive behavior of the Azerbaijani authorities 
should come from the people of Azerbaijan. We cannot be 
in the same position in the war waged by the ruling class, 
which turns us, our resources, and our bodies into instru-
ments!” Women’s Agenda, an Armenian NGO founded in 
2020, involves women in peace talks on local, national, 
and international levels, noting women do much of the 
work of rebuilding post-war societies. Azerbaijani femi-
nist “Nailya” is organizing a project in the neighboring 
country of Georgia for Azerbaijanis and Armenians to 
socialize, organize, and express themselves through the 
arts.

*   *   *
In December, hundreds of acid attack survivors 

held a seminar in Delhi, India, demanding stricter laws 
against the sales of the chemical used to inflict blindness, 
disfigurement, and disabilities. A week before, a TV 
camera captured a boy under 18 throwing acid he bought 
online onto a 17-year-old girl walking to school. The video 
went viral, causing outrage and a campaign against 
online sales. In 2013, an Indian high court banned 
over-the-counter sales following a campaign by survivor 
Laxmi Angarwal, winning several gains for survivors, 
including access to rehabilitation. Her own 2009 legal 
case is still pending while her attackers roam free, but 
her foundation helps survivors access legal and medical 
aid. Her current petition against online sales reached 
over 10,000 signatures in two days.

*   *   *
In Novem-

ber, Iranian 
women played a 
game of football 
(soccer) in Lon-
don before the 
World Cup foot-
ball games held 
in Qatar. They 
called on the 
British team to 
raise awareness 
during its match 
with Iran about 
Iran’s atrocities 
against women. 

Women are banned from football matches in Iran due 
to its “gender apartheid” that restricts women’s partici-
pation in public life. They paid tribute to Jina (Mahsa) 
Amini, murdered by police after being detained for alleg-
edly not following Iran’s strict dress code. The group then 
joined 90 demonstrators in front of the Qatari embassy 
protesting Qatar’s “homophobic, sexist, and racist re-
gime.” Their signs read, “Qatar arrests, jails, and subjects 
LGBTs to ‘conversion.’”

*   *   *
In December, Vancouver Rape Relief and Women’s 

Shelter held a vigil for at least 10 women murdered by 
current or former male partners in British Columbia, 
Canada, even though half of them had protection or no-
contact orders. The two dozen women held signs with the 
victims’ names and a banner reading “No More Femicide!” 
They stated that there were likely many more victims, 
but this information is not made public. Their demands 
include B.C.’s chief coroner “publish a report any time a 
woman is murdered by her current or ex male partner.” 
They are “calling on the criminal justice system to prop-
erly monitor and supervise the whereabouts of men who 
pose a risk to women” and demanding stricter bail and 
release conditions. Hilla Kerner stated, “Women do not 
need meaningless bureaucratic mechanisms that leave 
them defenseless. They need measures that secure their 
safety and protect their lives.”

WOMAN 
REASON

AS

Student-led demonstration for abortion 
rights at Central Ohio College on June 28, 
2022.
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Iranian woman holds sign at World Cup match 
between Iran and England in Qatar, Nov. 21, 2022.
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proved to be more effective than China’s, but it is China’s 
which has been administered to 80% of the population 
and only half that number have received more than the 
initial shot. It’s like the old joke about a customer criti-
cizing the restaurant food: It’s not good, and there’s not 
enough of it. 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS SUGGESTED

Protesters have demanded that the regime, sitting on 
trillions of dollars in foreign exchange reserves from the 
labor power of workers in export industries, buy effective 
vaccines and subsidize all whose income stopped because 
of lockdowns. Instead, ignoring any demands except the 
ones opposing lockdowns, Xi abruptly ended almost all 
COVID restrictions. 

Thus infections in Hong Kong have tripled in two 
months, and hospitals are apparently overcrowded in 
Chinese cities where numbers are untrustworthy. The 
largely-unvaccinated population of those over 80 is in the 
most danger of this renewed pandemic.
JIANG ZEMIN: CHINA’S EXECUTIONER 

At the December memorial for Jiang Zemin, 
Xi praised him for his opposition to the uprising in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. But in Shanghai, which had 
been the vanguard of working-class revolt for over 60 
years, it wasn’t Jiang’s opinion that won him the job of 
Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party. It was his 
actions as head of the Party in suppressing outbreaks 
of insurgency in Shanghai after the Tiananmen Square 
massacre on June 4, including executions of workers. 
It was Jiang who oversaw the state-capitalist economy 
calling itself Communist and offering the labor power of 
Chinese workers to foreign capitalists.

The November 2022 revolt of the 200,000 iPhone 
workers at the Foxconn plant in Zhengzhou ex-
posed the continuation of the harsh new stage of 
“so-called primitive accumulation of capital” that 
began in the 1990s. Workers have been locked with-
in their departments and fed meager rations to 
keep churning out iPhones even as the pandemic 
appears in one place or another. Like convicted 
prisoners, workers have to engineer an escape 
plan. The last straw was bringing new workers into 
Foxconn who then realized that their pay and ben-
efits had been slashed.

Xi’s New Year message to his yes-men was that “We 
are on the right side of history.” But he no doubt fears 
that it is the revolutionaries on the left side of history 
who are poised to take them all on in their struggle for 
decent working conditions and new human relationships.

continued from p. 1
China’s Xi fears revolt

Q U E E R N O T E S

Congress imposes rail worker contract Jordan truckers strike
Truck drivers in Jordan were on strike during most 

of December, as soaring fuel prices have left them unable 
to work. Drivers simply stopped their trucks on the side 
of the highway and refused to deliver freight until the 
government dropped exorbitant fuel taxes. In the south-
ern city of Maan, there was a sit-in protest near the main 
mosque. Shops in Maan shut down in solidarity.

Other Jordanians, especially youth, who are 
fed up with energy prices and high unemployment, 
held protests which blocked two highways leading 
out of Amman. Several government buildings were 
vandalized, and clashes with police led to the death 
of one officer.

 A botched house raid to apprehend the accused 
shooters led to the death of three more officers, an inci-
dent which led to the Jordanian elite blaming the govern-
ment for nationwide unrest.

By the end of December, local officials announced 
that they would lower fuel taxes in the coming months 
and agreed to increase minimum transport fees for truck 
drivers. However, the government also hedged by ac-
knowledging that they couldn’t lower fuel tax revenue too 
far or they will breach a debt-servicing deal with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

The government will have to choose between 
its own default or that of its citizens. Truck driver 
Khalid Shatnawi told Al Jazeera he had to take his 
son out of college when diesel prices nearly dou-
bled and his earnings couldn’t cover the bills: “By 
the end of the month I’m in debt.”

Some drivers have gone back to work since the gov-
ernment announcement, but not all. In 2018, the govern-
ment quelled energy cost protests by making similar pro-
nouncements that never really materialized.

—Buddy Bell

TIME OFF CAN’T BE BOUGHT
Railroads have carried out layoffs just to please Wall 

Street investors in recent years (BNSF has shed 30% of 
its work force since 2015). 
They are worshiping at 
the altar of the latest 
“just-in-time” scheme, 
Precision Scheduled 
Railroading, to minimize 
delays in moving rolling 
stock by claiming all of a 
worker’s life for the com-
pany. 

That has left the 
surviving workers 
who were traditional-
ly on call with as little 
as a single guaranteed 
day off. 

Imagine never stray-
ing farther than the two-
hour report time, and be-
cause of job cuts actually 

called in to work more than 300 days a year, at any hour 
of the day or night, and maybe for 14 hours at a time. 
It is humanly impossible to comply, but rather than eas-
ing the strain on workers BNSF unilaterally introduced a 
30-point scheme to discipline and even fire violators. 

Karl Marx had assessed the 19th-Century agita-
tion for the 10-hour day for English factory workers 
as a greater achievement than the French Revolu-
tion’s Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man: 
to determine “When does my day begin and when 
does it end?” 

The struggles of railroad workers to know when their 
day ends, when their week ends, when their month ends 
demonstrates that, until capitalism is rooted out, work-
ers’ gains of one generation can be taken back or retro-
gression can even make conditions worse. 
WHICH SIDE ARE THEY ON?

Biden stepped into the role of a 19th-Century 
president: Grover Cleveland sent troops to Chicago in 
1894 to break the Pullman strike, at the cost of 70 lives, 
after Pullman fired workers and sliced wages of the rest. 

“Socialists” in Congress like Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (except for Rashida Tlaib and 
Bernie Sanders) ended up on the opposite side of 
the class line from Socialist Eugene Debs, leader 
of the American Railway Union back in 1894, by 
voting to quash workers’ right to strike today—
while exhorting railroad workers to “Stay Strong!”: 
“We Have Your Backs!”

The overreach by Democrats has provided an open-
ing for Republicans to play games themselves. Suddenly 
Senators Ted Cruz and Josh Hawley are presenting them-
selves as friends of the working class by voting against 
the imposed contract. They also voted for the face-saving 
bill that would have slapped a band-aid on railroad work-
ers’ inability to get time off by guaranteeing them seven 
paid sick days, knowing that bill would fail. 

For Biden and the Congressional “Socialists” and for 
rail bosses, the matter is now settled. But the railroad 
workers who have not yet been listened to will likely still 
have their say. —Teamster ally

by Elise
In Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, the owners of Scott 

Coffee and Tea shop were threatened with arson and 
physical violence for their plans to host a Halloween-
themed drag story hour. Outside the event, Trans 
supporters carrying signs like “Teach Love Not Hate” and 
“Find Beauty in Diversity,” outnumbered protesters whose 
threats forced a police presence to protect drag attendees 
and performers. Many libraries in Canada have received 
similar threats from far-right groups objecting to drag 
events. Public support for many drag events contrasts 
with the murders of hundreds of Trans people, just for 
daring to be who they are, memorialized annually on Nov. 
20, the International Transgender Day of Remembrance.

*   *   *
In Granbury, Texas, the U.S. Education Department 

Office for Civil Rights is conducting a probe into the 
Granbury Independent School District for violating Title 
IX, which bans discrimination based on sex in all educa-
tion settings that receive federal funding. A recording had 
been leaked of the superintendent telling librarians to re-
move all books that are in any way about LGBTQ+ issues.

*   *   *
Included as part of the India Photo Festival from 

Nov. 18 through Dec. 19, is photographer Nishat Fat-
ima’s installation The Galaxy of Endless Possibilities. It 
is a collection of eight portraits in collage, each about one 
Queer individual’s life and work. Nishat’s exhibition, shot 
and recorded in and around Hyderabad, seeks to raise 
awareness of the various dimensions within the LGBTQ+ 
community. Nishat found that people who are not Queer 
are put off by labels for Queer individuals changing so 
frequently, and wanted to show that Queer people, no 
matter the labels we use, are more alike than different. 
Galaxy was displayed at the State Art Gallery.

Kansas City, Kans.—Congress has done its best to be-
come the nation’s strikebreaker by forcing a five-year 
contract on railroad workers who had been set to go on 
strike on Dec. 12. Union 
members in four of the 
12 unions had voted to 
reject a tentative agree-
ment that negotiators 
had reached with six 
major rail carriers in 
September. 

President Biden, 
calling himself a good 
pro-union Democrat, 
spearheaded this at-
tack on workers’ right 
to strike, justifying 
his siding with the 
railroads by citing 
damage to the econo-
my—which is the idea 
of a strike, to make 
the owners give in. 

The railroads crowed about the 24% raise and $5,000 
bonus due workers in the tentative agreement that Con-
gress has now imposed—actually quite meager consider-
ing the many years without raises. But it was a struggle 
over workers’ time, not pay, that led to voting down the 
contract. 

Win for Mich. workers
Detroit–At last over 600,000 Michigan workers will 

receive increased minimum wages and earn paid sick 
leave, thanks to a court ruling this summer overturning 
a 2018 law the state legislature had quickly and cynically 
passed. The court thus pre-empted a minimum wage bal-
lot proposal that had been heading for adoption in an up-
coming election.

 “Sweet victory!” one might say. However, the 
legislature, in the tradition of “bait and switch,” 
had employed an “adopt and amend” tactic to gut 
the law, including delaying an increased minimum 
wage until 2030!

A coalition of non-profit and activist organizations, 
MI Time to Care, was formed, including Mothering Jus-
tice and Restaurant Opportunities Center United (ROC 
United). 

The coalition went to court to fight for Michigan 
workers. It took years, and millions in lost wages and paid 
sick leave, but the new ruling takes effect this Feb. 19.

Under the ruling, at businesses with 10 or fewer 
employees, workers can now earn 40 hours of paid 
sick leave annually; at larger businesses, up to 72 
hours per year. Michigan’s minimum wage will rise 
to $13.03 per hour, $11.73 for tipped workers.

Court of Claims Judge Douglas Shapiro ruled that 
the legislature’s action was unconstitutional. Therefore 
the original provisions of the ballot proposal still stand. 

This “adopt and amend” kind of tactic is but one of 
the methods Republicans are using to undermine democ-
racy. Even though Michigan’s legislature now has a Dem-
ocratic majority, we must remain vigilant and nip these 
moves in the bud! —Union member

School workers defy 
anti-union law to win 

School support workers in Ontario, members of the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees, ratified a four-year 
contract on Dec. 6, after weeks of defying both school ad-
ministrators and provincial politicians. The 55,000 cus-
todians, librarians and educational assistants of CUPE 
went on strike on Nov. 4, one day after the Ontario Par-
liament imposed a contract on them at the direction of 
Premier Doug Ford, with draconian penalties for walking 
out, expecting that would bully them into submission. 

Ford even included a “notwithstanding clause” in the 
law, designed to make it impossible for courts to nullify 
it. But workers quickly nullified it. After just two days on 
the picket line, forcing many schools to close, Ford folded 
and agreed to repeal the settlement he had railroaded 
through, and to negotiate a contract.

Support from 20 major unions threatening a 
general strike over imposed contracts was the soli-
darity that strikers needed.

Those negotiations did not get serious until CUPE 
threatened a second strike on Nov. 21. The union warded 
off the two-tier wage system that the government tried 
to impose, and instead settled for $1 an hour raises in 
each year of the four-year contract, meaning that raises 
for workers in lower-paid job titles would be at a higher 
percentage increase. 

Union demands for added staffing and funding for 
student services were rejected, leading even the union 
head Laura Walton to say she considered voting to reject 
the offer. But the contract was ratified in spite of that, 
with a 73% vote. 

The defiance of school support workers in striking “il-
legally” will help Ontario teachers in their upcoming ne-
gotiations. For the moment, the government is not threat-
ening to legislate contracts for them. —Fellow Unionist
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Railroad workers with SMART, the International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail 
and Transportation Workers, rally for a fair contract on Dec. 21, 2022, in Wash. D.C.
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Unfoldment of, and contradictions in, 
Iranian Revolution, parts III and IV

Editor’s note: This is the second half of a March 
25, 1979, Political-Philosophic Letter, titled “Iran: 
Unfoldment of, and Contradictions in, Revolution,” 
one of a series written by Raya Dunayevskaya during 
and after the 1979 Iranian Revolution. (The first half 
was published in the previous issue.) Translated into 
Farsi and distributed by Iranian revolutionaries, the 
series was published in a pamphlet, Iran: Revolution 
and Counter-Revolution, and is available in The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #7219, along with the Farsi 
edition, #7266. Due to space limitations, some footnotes 
have been eliminated here. This and three of the other 
letters are published in full in Crossroads of History: 
Marxist-Humanist Writings on the Middle East.

Continued from the Nov.-Dec. 2022 issue

III. Two Iranian Revolutions, 1906-11 and 
Today’s 

One look at the 1906 Revolution will reveal its two 
greatest features that today’s Islamic celebrants keep quiet 
about. One is its inspiration in the Russian Revolution of 
1905. Indeed, it was at the height, November-December 
1905, that the first general strike broke out in Tehran. 
While today Iran means oil, in 1905 it was Baku, Russia, 
that meant oil, and because thousands of Iranian oil 
workers were in Russia and were inspired by the Russian 
workers fighting Tsarism, they learned also about a very 
new form of organization—Soviets. This, then, was what 
became the form of spontaneous organizations in Iran as 
well.

The uniqueness in Iran was that what 
had started out, indigenously enough, as a 
secret organization, became anjumani, a very 
nearly dual government—local units organized 
independently of the Shah and the Majlis 
(Parliament) by popular elections, defending 
their independence on the ground that there 
was too much bureaucratic corruption in the 
government. By 1907, these anjumani were by 
no means limited to Tehran but functioned also 
in Tabriz, Enzeli, and not only in the towns, but 
spread to rural areas. What is ironic is that W. 
Morgan Shuster—who was very far removed 
from any anjumani, much less that of women, 
revealed the historic role of the women by the 
mere description of what happened: “The Persian 
women since 1907 had become almost at a bound 
the most progressive, not to say radical, in the 
world. That this statement upsets the ideas of 
centuries makes no difference. It is the fact” (p. 
191).

Shuster describes how “out from their walled court-
yards and harems marched 300 of that weak sex; with 
the flush of undying determination in their cheeks, they 
were clad in their plain black robes with the white nets 
of their veils dropped over their faces. Many held pistols 
under their skirts or in the folds of their sleeves” (The 
Strangling of Persia, p. 198).

Shuster concludes: “During the five years following 
the successful but bloodless revolution in 1906 against 
the oppressions and cruelty of the Shah, a feverish and 
at times fierce light shone in the veiled eyes of Persia’s 
women, and in their struggles for liberty and its modern 
expressions, they broke through some of the most sacred 
customs which for centuries past had bound their sex in 
the land of Iran” (p. 192).

It is true—and this uniqueness exists unto today and 
must under no circumstances be disregarded in coping 
with the ulamas and ayatollahs—that the religious 
leaders sided with the revolution, or at least its first 
stages. As against Russia where, though Father Gapon 
had triggered the opening of the Revolution when his 
march to the Tsar’s Palace was transformed into Bloody 
Sunday in January 1905 by the Cossacks firing into the 
march, the Greek Orthodox Church sided with the Tsar, 
the religious leaders in Iran went with the Iranian masses 
both in opposing Russian domination and demanding the 
Shah grant a Constitution and allow them to establish a 
Majlis.

BUT EVEN HERE WE MUST SEE THE NEGA-
TIVE features. For the first chapter, the one so celebrated 
now, the December 1906 Constitution, limited the Shah’s 
power and produced a Majlis. There then followed many 
spontaneous organizations that worked independently of 
it. Once the Majlis convened, the religious leaders began 
moving away from any class struggle. By October 1907, 
the Amendments the Majlis passed restored many pow-
ers to the Shah, especially the supreme command of the 
armed forces so that one could hardly call him just a fig-
urehead. In any case, Tsarism, which had been too busy 
putting down the Russian Revolution to be overly involved 
in Iran, decided to move against it and by 1908 the Cos-
sack Regiment bombarded the Majlis and put down the 
revolution. But here still another unique feature emerg-
es. Whereas the Russian Revolution was totally crushed 
in 1908, in Iran it re-emerged, and the Shah was driven 
from his throne. It took more Cossack brigades and Brit-
ish imperialism as well as the Shah, after three more 
years, finally to destroy entirely that Revolution.

Now, it is the difference between the December 1906 

Constitution and the October 1907 Amendments which 
point not just to the duality in the Shi’a leadership in 
various periods within an ongoing revolution. It points as 
well to today: the March 30 plebiscite staring us in the 
face. Khomeini-Bazargan must not succeed just because 
they will have won so fake an “election.” Yet we cannot 
entertain any illusions. It will be much, much harder 
for revolutionaries to function. The imminent counter-
revolution is being institutionalized.

FOR THAT VERY REASON we must stop another 
moment at the 1905 Russian Revolution, this time not 
either as it actually occurred or how it inspired the 
Iranian Revolution, but as it was discussed at the 1907 
London Congress of the Russian Marxists—Bolsheviks, 
Mensheviks, Leon Trotsky who was in neither tendency 
then, and Rosa Luxemburg-Leo Jogiches, that is, the 
Polish Marxists who had in that Revolution joined the 
Russian party. This cannot be discussed here in any detail; 
that I will do elsewhere.1 Here it is sufficient to single out 
from Rosa Luxemburg’s speech what is relevant for today. 
I am not referring to her famous theory of the General 
Strike, which is certainly applicable, and indeed we just 
saw it in Iran developing into the outright insurrection.

No, what we have to hold in mind for further develop-
ment is her attack on the Mensheviks who, on the ground 
that Russia was a technologically backward land, wanted 
to confine the Revolution in the context of the very start 
of the 1848 German Revolution, rather than at the end of 
that revolution when Marx, in his March 1850 Address to 
the Communist League, called for the permanent revolu-
tion. Rosa insisted, instead, that not only was it right for 

the ground of the Russian Revolution to be the end, not 
the beginning of 1848, as Marx analyzed, but, above all, 
we had to start with what was new in the 1905 Revolu-
tion:

The Russian Revolution was not so much 
the last act in the series of bourgeois revolu-
tions of the Nineteenth Century as the fore-
runner of a new series of future proletarian 
revolutions, in which the conscious proletariat 
and its vanguard, Social Democracy, are des-
tined historically to play the leading role.

IV. Where to Now?
Each revolution discloses something new and unique 

and challenging. The new in the Iranian Revolution re-
veals both new strength and new weakness. Surely the 
sustained mass mobilizations in so despotic a land, armed 
to the teeth and primed by Nixon since 1972 to take over 
the U.S. policeman’s beat for the whole Middle East, was 
nothing short of a miracle, especially when you consider 
that the Shah extended that Great Illusion to believe he 
would be pivotal to the final confrontation between the 
two nuclear Titans: the U.S. and Russia. Moreover, they 
were so spontaneous that even the Left that always likes 
to take credit for vanguardism had to admit that not only 
were they not organized by any party, but they seemed to 
be organized by “nobody.”

Yet it would be wrong to think either that it was only 
spontaneity that was at work, or that “nobody” organized 
it. Were it so, Khomeini, whom one million poured out to 
welcome back, could not proceed so brazenly and so rapidly 
to try to saddle the Revolution with what he calls “Islamic 
Republic” and “Islamic moral code,” and we already saw 
it at work not only against the women but against the 
lifestyle of a whole new generation of revolutionary youth 
who are at the heart of this revolution.

Nor should we entertain any illusion about the 
“superiority” of the secular middle-class intellectuals 
who think that because they see Khomeini as “symbol, 
not philosopher of revolution,” that some “greater 
intellectual” than he will win in the end. There is but 
one grain of truth in that pretension, and it concerns 
not intellectuals, but theory. There is no doubt that the 
great weakness of the movement now, and not only in 
Iran, is the lack of theory, a theory stemming from 
1. I will develop this in my book-in-progress, Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, which 
will include the translation of the speeches by Rosa Luxemburg 
from the Congress.

a philosophy of total liberation such as is Marx’s 
Humanism, his whole new continent of thought 
from the moment he broke from bourgeois society 
in 1843 until his death, 1883, that is to say, from his 
Humanist Essays through Capital and the Paris 
Commune to his Ethnological Notebooks.

It took nothing short of the First World War and 
the collapse of the established Marxist (Second) Inter-
national before V.I. Lenin recognized that, without phi-
losophy, without the dialectics of liberation in thought 
as well as in fact, a Marxism reduced to economics was 
inadequate. In any case, what is most relevant for today, 
and not only for Iran, is to do away with elitism and such 
quick slogans as the need for an “April Theses” to “rearm 
the party,” as if that meant Trotsky’s theory of perma-
nent revolution with its built-in underestimation of 
the revolutionary role of the peasantry.

Trotsky’s illusion that the April Theses meant Lenin’s 
“acceptance” of Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution 
notwithstanding, the real relevance of an “April Theses” 
for the transition period now in Iran is not the forced 
identity with that theory that Trotsky built up. Rather, 
the plain facts of how it came to be are what we hope 
will help the Iranian comrades work out on the basis of 
the indigenous and the new, their revolutionary national 
and international forces of revolution, their path to social 
revolution, their move from “February” not only to April 
but to “October.”

IT WAS THE SHOCK of the simultaneity of the 
outbreak of World War I and the collapse of the Second 
International that compelled Lenin to return to Marx’s 

origins in the Hegelian dialectic and see that, 
without it, Marxism was reduced to vulgar 
materialism. He refused to stop with mere 
exposure of the betrayal. Rather, with Capital in 
hand as well as the political thesis of the need 
to “Turn the Imperialist War into Civil War,” 
Lenin delved into Hegel’s Science of Logic. Of 
all the revolutionary Marxists—Luxemburg, 
Trotsky, and many, many others—Lenin alone 
decided that first of all he must reorganize his 
own method of thinking and doing.

In a word, before the April Theses were and 
could have been written, there came, first, Lenin’s 
Philosophic Notebooks (precisely, his Abstract of 
Hegel’s Science of Logic). Then he worked out his 
theory of imperialism2—his confrontation with 
the new state of economy—monopoly capitalism 
on the way to state-monopoly capitalism, not 
outside of its relationship to the proletariat but 
as related to the transformation into opposite of 
a section of the proletariat that did gain from 
capitalism’s extension into imperialism. Thirdly, 

and above all, came a real live revolution—the Irish 
Easter Rebellion, 1916—which gave a new dimension 
to the “National Question” as self-determination, as the 
“bacillus” of proletarian revolution.

FINALLY, THE DETERMINANT EMERGES 
for that proletarian revolution—State and Revolution 
(originally called “Marxism and the State”)—and only 
after that could Lenin “rearm” the Party. Far from that 
producing any sort of debate about dictatorship of the 
proletariat or dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
peasantry, what resulted—and where we should begin—
is “All Power to the Soviets,” that is to say, all power in 
the hands of the masses, their forms of organization, their 
control of production and the state, their smashing of the 
bourgeois state, and by working out a new relationship 
of theory to practice, and the movement from practice to 
theory, the establishment of new human relations. We 
have, after all, 62 additional years of experience, have 
seen Russia and China also become transformed into their 
opposite, with both vying for U.S. imperialism’s alliance! 
Surely we cannot behave as if nothing had happened in 
all those decades of maturation, aborted revolutions as 
well as revolutions transformed into opposite.

There is no way to extend and deepen the revolution 
if Bazargan is allowed to reduce to a consultative role the 
function of the committees organized by the workers to run 
the plants and offices. The fact that the Prime Minister 
feels impelled to take to the airwaves to declaim against 
what he calls “the dangerous logic of soviets” further 
exposed his capitalistic fear of the elemental passion for 
freedom released by the ongoing revolution. Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s stopping the revolutionary tribunals against 
the Shah’s most powerful and vicious henchmen in the 
SAVAK and in the government has focused on just how 
rapidly he is turning the clock back, and by no means 
only at the expense of the women’s freedom. Those acts of 
retrogression are not only dangerous logic. They are acts 
of outright counter-revolution. Let us extend our solidarity 
to the embattled revolutionaries—the new generation 
of revolutionary students as well as workers; Women’s 
Liberationists as well as national minorities fighting for 
self-determination. Let us extend the activities here to 
stop the interfering hand of U.S. imperialism hungering 
for oil and the strategic location for its nuclear global aim.

The struggle continues.

2. More relevant than Lenin’s book Imperialism are his heftier 
Notebooks on Imperialism (Collected Works, Vol. 39, Moscow, 
1968), pp. 719-28, which show that Lenin referred to both Shus-
ter’s and Browne’s books (cited above).

Women march against Islamic counter-revolution in Tehran, Iran, on International Women’s Day, 1979.
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Ukrainian self-determination and idea of freedom
by Ron Kelch

Just before Christmas Ukrainian president 
Volodymyr Zelensky took an elaborately concealed trip 
from the hellish battlefield of Bakhmut to Washington, 
D.C. The quick visit culminated in a speech to the 
U.S. Congress. To standing ovations, minus MAGA 
Republicans, Zelensky declared that the very existence of 
political democracy for all of humanity is at stake in his 
country’s battle against Vladimir Putin’s genocidal war 
of conquest. 

Zelensky diplomatically shared credit with his hosts 
for “our...first joint victory,” having “defeated Russia in 
the battle for minds of the world.” The greater unsaid 
truth is that no mere political democracy but the much 
deeper, more totally participatory, multi-ethnic actions 
of the whole Ukrainian population created a reality in 
which, as Zelensky put it, “against all odds and doom-
and-gloom scenarios, Ukraine didn’t fall.” 

When Putin amassed a huge army and triggered 
a three-sided unprovoked invasion of Ukraine on 
Feb. 24, 2022, nary a soul in the world—intelligence 
and military experts, pundits, political leaders—
entertained any hope that Ukrainians would expe-
rience anything but a quick and total defeat. 

Putin’s massive barrage of artillery and missiles 
did seize big chunks of the country, turning whole cities 
like Mariupol into rubble, killing tens of thousands of in-
nocent civilians. Putin’s Russia became a pariah state 
in “the minds of the world.” Demonstrators came into 
the streets in tens of thousands in support of Ukraine 
throughout Europe and the world. 

The Ukrainian victory in the battle for Kyiv against 
a huge land army lined up to put it under siege, was a 
dazzling moment of resistance against the world’s second 
largest army. New arms then did start to trickle in to help 
Ukrainians defend themselves. The arms came from an 
up to then increasingly fractured but for now, thanks to 
Putin, united NATO. Ukrainians’ refusal to bow to fear 
and to the promise and practice of genocide, unless they 
live under a totalitarian Russian-Christian nationalism 
imposed by a self-anointed neo-Tsar, became a beacon 
to ordinary people everywhere. It’s a beacon in a world 
where democracies have been devolving into similar 
other-hating fascism, new forms of genocide and ever new 
alignments for another total war. Still, the prevailing 
view was that the war would end with Russia destroying 
the country, and at best result in a stalemate.
UKRAINIAN SOCIAL SOLIDARITY

The ensuing protracted trench warfare brought 
new pressure for a negotiated settlement and warnings 
of “Ukraine fatigue.” But Ukrainians amazed the world 
again, taking back huge swathes of their country outside 
Kyiv, the whole of Karkhiv and parts of the Donbas. Tac-
ticians pointed to the Russian army’s faulty logistics as 
wave upon wave of ill-equipped, ill-trained conscripts were 
thrown into a meat grinder. The Russian army’s dramatic 
defeats could no longer be ignored even by Putin’s com-
mentators on Russian national TV. As they urged Putin 
to use more genocidal weapons and methods, some noted 
that the demoralization in the army reflected the demor-
alization in society. They 
compared the situation 
to the end of 1916 during 
World War I a few months 
before the fall of that origi-
nal Tsarist regime.

With each liberated 
zone—Bucha, Izium, 
Karkhiv, Kherson etc.—
Ukrainians carefully 
documented the extent of 
war crimes perpetrated 
by the occupiers—torture, 
rape, execution of civilians 
and mass abduction of 
children. 

As for Ukrainian 
“logistics,” therein lies 
a still mostly untold story. It is a story of social 
solidarity of nearly the whole population—farm-
ers bringing and distributing food, chefs cooking 
meals at the front, all manner of food preparers 
feeding any they could reach, a web of civilian vol-
unteers provisioning the army, partisan resistance 
under brutal occupation, women joining up for 
active combat in record numbers often after los-
ing their spouse to the war, whole cities like Sumy 
where a spontaneous civilian self-defense held off 
Putin’s army after the Ukraine regular army and 
local police left (“How Sumy’s residents kept Rus-
sian forces out of their city,” The Guardian, Jan. 
2, 2023). 

The latest astounding moment, the liberation of the 
whole city of Kherson, brought the story of a deep, wide-
spread, grassroots resistance that was invaluable in driv-
ing out the Russian occupiers (“How Citizen Spies Foiled 
Putin’s Grand Plan for One Ukrainian City,” The New 
York Times, Dec. 25, 2022).

Putin’s terrorist state is now launching daily mis-
siles and drone strikes against civilian areas, especially 
aimed at destroying critical energy and water infrastruc-
ture throughout Ukraine, trying to freeze the population 
in winter. This, as Putin continues his usual genocidal 

determination is a “catalyst” for proletarian revolution. 
That’s why Lenin promoted Ukrainian national self-
determination, and attacked Great Russian chauvinism, 
the echo of Tsarism within Bolshevism, especially in the 
likes of Stalin, who, wrote Lenin, should be removed 
immediately.

The ongoing act of creation of Ukrainians’ self-
organizing for a new life against the capitalist-imperialist 

albatross drew in all 
layers of the population, 
acting individually 
and collectively on 
their passion for 
independence and 
freedom from imperial 
overlords. The new life 
they have brought to the 
idea of democracy has 
a much deeper content 
than political democracy. 
Marx’s humanist idea 
is a future determined 
by fully realizing that 
deeper content.

As we put in the 
March-April 2022 News 
& Letters: 

“The opposite of permanent war is permanent 
revolution, which does not stop at political freedom and 
national self-determination. To Karl Marx permanent 
revolution meant realizing democracy and self-
determination in everyday life activity, especially in the 
capitalist workplace where work is reduced to a mere 
means to life. Capitalist science goes into the machine—
the robot, the algorithm and the machinery of death to 
dominate and destroy. Science is a lie unless it is one with 
life and human self-actualization. The absolute opposite 
of capitalism’s alienated labor—that not only alienates 
humans from each other, from nature, and from the very 
activity of creating the things that reflect back innate 
human capacities—is the Idea of freedom.”
TOTALITY AS NEW HUMAN BEGINNINGS

Totality for Marx is no mere accumulation of multiple 
forces struggling for freedom. Nor can the future be left 
to intersections between different identities. Marx’s per-
spective on totality is new beginnings captured through a 
unifying, open-ended, life-grounded freedom idea. 

Our times demand that freedom as a universal 
be articulated in the face of the multidimensional 
striving to overcome particular social and material 
barriers to freedom in everyday life activity. It is 
reflected in the social solidarity on the ground in 
Ukraine, and in the women of Iran whose vanguard 
moment of “Woman, Life, Freedom” has inspired all 
layers of the population including workers to chal-
lenge religious-based totalitarian fascism, Uber 
workers confronting the inhuman domination of 
the algorithm or Amazon workers being reduced to 
robots with which they are forced to compete. 

This is not an exhaustive list. For today a critical ad-
dition to those Marx-designated “new forces and new pas-
sions that arise in the bosom of society” to reconstruct it 
on a totally new foundation, is the global struggle to save 
the life-sustaining capacity of the planet. That struggle 
has reached a new humanist generational, global per-
spective perhaps best articulated by Greta Thunberg 
when she said: “All political and economic systems have 
failed but humanity has not yet failed.”
REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF IDEA OF FREEDOM

Freedom, when humans are not alienated from their 
own life activity, is the specifically human dimension of 
nature. The idea of freedom, says Marx, distinguishes our 
species. It is an idea that is directly part of life and na-
ture: the freedom to make an object out of our life activ-
ity and to freely determine it whether with respect to the 
environment or our labor, in all the ways we reproduce 
our humanity through relations with each other and with 
nature.

For Marx, all of history is the appropriation of the 
freedom idea—the specifically human species character—
as an act of creation. (See “Marx’s demystified dialectic 
and the ‘new society,’” N&L, Jan.-Feb. 2022.) 

Marx’s philosophy of revolution in permanence 
is the self-realization of the idea as a process over-
coming the “incompleteness” of these acts of cre-
ation insofar as they seek immediate “historical 
justification by seizing on particular moments of 
the process of development.” 

The world has been inspired by the Ukrainians’ act of 
creation, seizing and organizing their own life activity in 
the face of the terror and conditions of life under Putin’s 
totalitarian vision. Bourgeois democracy as the immedi-
ate justification doesn’t begin to capture the depth of the 
Ukrainian act of creation. No particular moments with 
their immediate justifications exhaust the free creative 
power of the idea. 

Marx’s revolution in permanence is one with 
recognizing the free creative power of freedom. Revolution 
in permanence is a universal which never directly merges 
with any of its given stages, but has become a fully 
realized and recognized process of development. Our age 
of absolutes and soured revolutions that have turned into 
their opposite can settle for no less.

leveling of urban areas with massive artillery barrages. 
Bakhmut has been under concentrated, nonstop attack 
since May. The U.S.’s temerity and calibrated drip of 
arms, barely sufficient for Ukraine to defend itself from 
annihilation, doesn’t jibe with all the Congressional ap-
plause for Zelensky’s declaration of the high stakes in 
Ukraine, i.e., the very future of democracy itself. 

Even now, as the U.S. wants to degrade Putin’s 
military, it also looks 
towards a negotiated 
peace not necessarily in 
line with the Ukrainian 
demand for a complete 
withdrawal of Putin’s 
forces and especially ac-
countability and restitu-
tion for war crimes. 
DEMOCRACY IN 
PERIL WORLDWIDE

U.S. democracy, for 
its part, has only barely 
escaped fully devolving 
into fascism. Even after 
two years and carefully 
laid out proof by the 
January 6 Committee 
that Donald Trump was 
the perpetrator of a multi-pronged coup attempt that came 
very, very close to succeeding, there is no accountability. 

Further, if Trump is sidelined, in the wings is a more 
vile, disciplined Trumpism in Florida’s governor Ron 
DeSantis, whose fossil fuel loving Christian nationalism 
surpasses Trump in his deadly rhetoric against LGBT 
people, cruelty to immigrants seeking asylum, hatred 
of Dr. Fauci, anti-abortion fanaticism, banning private 
companies from compelling life-saving vaccines or masks 
for their employees in the midst of a pandemic, banning 
critical race theory or teaching the factual history of race 
and slavery in the U.S. and how it is reflected in today’s 
reality.

Though the recent election didn’t create an 
expected wave of support for Republicans, they 
did barely take the House of Representatives. The 
House effectively run by the Trumpist, nihilis-
tic fascists will have a forum to spread their bile. 
They are hell bent to realize their “tear everything 
down” goal by refusing to raise the debt ceiling to 
let the government pay its debts, which would be a 
catastrophe to the U.S. and global economy. 

The House Republicans vowed to excommunicate 
Senators and House members of their party who sup-
ported the “bipartisan” $1.7 trillion omnibus spending 
bill, which did provide for more aid for Ukraine. However, 
neither the bill itself nor the agenda of the Democratic-
controlled Senate and Presidency portend any return to 
“normal.” 

The $1.7 trillion legislation, finalized just as Zelen-
sky spoke, was a “bipartisan” break with the recent prac-
tice of an equal balance between domestic and so-called 
defense spending. It even failed to reintroduce the child 
tax credit that in 2021 had momentarily made a big dent 

in the unconscionable 17% 
child poverty rate in the U.S. 

The defense (war) 
department budget rose 
dramatically to $858 bil-
lion, even more than Pres-
ident Biden had asked 
for. Biden’s state-planned 
war economy includes a 
new global cold war with 
China over chip manufac-
turing capabilities. 

Computer chip manu-
facturing was central to ex-
panding globally integrated 
capitalist production, pour-
ing the most advanced sci-

ence and intelligence into animating machines (capital). 
This has now taken a back seat to preserving that intel-
ligence for the means of destruction, smart bombs and the 
networks that deliver them. 

There is no new normal in the face of global capital-
ism’s failure to stem the rise of fascism and growing mul-
titudes fleeing and looking for asylum from annihilation 
from persecution, war, racism, starvation, economic de-
privation and devastation due to human-induced climate 
chaos. Like the 1930s, but with many more flashpoints 
and tremendously more capacity for destruction, the 
stalled world economy and growing global immiseration 
have transformed competition between state-capitalist or-
bits to production and preparation for total war. 
CONFRONTING ABYSS WITH A UNIFYING IDEA

The absolute abyss, reflected in the multiple crises 
facing humanity, from the total ecological crisis to march-
ing toward thermonuclear war, demands directly con-
fronting Marx’s unifying humanist idea in all the ways 
mass movements for freedom are reaching for a new real-
ity. 

An opening to Marx’s idea begins by fully appreciating 
the interconnection Lenin only intimated when he 
insisted that national self-determination is not only a 
principle Marxists must uphold but that national self-
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WOMEN’S STRUGGLES 
FOR FREEDOM

I have taken people to abortion clinics 
year after year. They are many different 
kinds of people. When there are protest-
ers and you eventually get inside, people 
talk to each other. A 19-year-old Black 
woman talks with a 40-year-old white 
woman, talks to Latinas in their 30s, talks 
to a middle-class Armenian woman. Some 
don’t want yet another child when they 
have some already. Men refuse to wear 
condoms. They sometimes don’t want a 
woman to use birth control. I know some-
one who had an unsafe abortion in the 
1960s and was unable to have children 
after because of scar tissue on her repro-
ductive organs. We need to raise money for 
people in red states to access safe abortion 
services. Health professional

Los Angeles
***

Contrary to news reports, the Detroit 
Public Schools Community District has 
restored (NOT changed) several school 
names, restoring their history. Dr. Ethe-
lene Crockett’s name, whom the emergen-
cy managers replaced with the name of re-
actionary Dr. Ben Carson, represents not 
only that she was the first Black Board-
certified OB-GYN in Detroit. She as well 
gave Black women in the 1950s and 1960s 
excellent healthcare at a time when “fe-
male troubles” were often dismissed as “in 
her mind.” She pushed the boundaries by 
enabling all women to obtain birth con-
trol, when none but the legally married 
were supposed to have that access.

Susan Van Gelder
Detroit

***
While many mourn the death of Pope 

Benedict, his destructive sheltering of 
abusive clergy and anti-abortion fanati-
cism harmed millions. Consider his con-
demnation in 2009 of those who helped a 
nine-year-old rape/incest victim in Brazil, 
excommunicating them “automatically,” 
including the girl’s mother and the doctor 
who helped her. The Church demanded 
this girl, pregnant with twins, carry the 
pregnancy to term. This probably would 
have killed her. To quote an article writ-
ten at the time: “…the Vatican produced 
a document that unequivocally confirmed 
automatic excommunication for anyone 
involved in an abortion—even in such a 
situation as dire as the Brazilian case....
the Pope has felt it necessary to publicly 

defend the Brazilian prelate’s hard line, 
ordering up the clarification to straighten 
out any confusion....” In Brazil in 2009, 
over 200,000 women each year were treat-
ed for complications from illegal abor-
tions—and that was only counting those 
in public hospitals. Hundreds of others 
died. Reproductive justice activist

Chicago

•
OPEN SEASON ON LGBTQ+

In Colorado Springs a “crazy” goes to 
Club Q, kills five and wounds many others. 
Get ready, good 
folks, for the 
Right’s patho-
logical fear and 
hatred of LG-
BTQ+ people is 
now into open 
and violent ex-
pression. This 
is just the beginning! It appears that we 
are in “1933 Germany” and it is LGBTQ+ 
people who are on the chopping block. My 
cellie, a fundamentalist Christian who 
gets his news from Fox, says its commen-
tators are claiming that all around the 
U.S. school teachers are telling kids that 
they should be free to choose what sex 
they want to be. And that many hospitals 
are offering sex reassignment surgery to 
lots of kids. More than 30 million people 
get their news from Fox and believe every-
thing they hear. Now, due to this propa-
ganda of the Right, it is open season on 
LGBTQ+ people. I hope that LGBTQ+ 
folks will stand up for their hard-won 
rights, take actions to protect themselves, 
like getting concealed-carry gun permits, 
and join together for mutual support and 
protection. Prisoner

Cañon City, Colo.

•
HEALTHCARE WORKERS ON STRIKE

Healthcare workers are needed! I 
stand with the employees laid off by How-
ard Brown Health, who struck for three 

days and are trying to get their jobs back. 
This, at a supposedly “not for profit” or-
ganization. That the layoffs disproportion-
ately, negatively affect Howard Brown’s 
South Side Chicago locations reveal the 
organization’s racism and classism. The 
East 55th Street and West 63rd Street lo-
cations serve—well, served—a large pro-
portion of Chicago’s socioeconomic minori-
ties, folks who will now have to, somehow, 
find healthcare elsewhere or do without. 
It took decades for Howard Brown to open 
the two South Side clinics. The cuts are so 
deep that there are only four behavioral 
healthcare providers for 11 clinics and 
30,000 patients. I’m not looking forward to 
the “efficiency” reforms that will be made. 
Nurses, technicians, doctors, casework-
ers, etc. will be made to work faster and 
care will suffer. My hat is off to the work-
ers who continue to provide patient care. 
Their jobs just got much harder.

 Former HBHC patient
Chicago

•
LOIS CURTIS

Lois Curtis, a pioneer for disability 
rights, died of pancreatic cancer in No-
vember. She was 55 years old. She was 
a plaintiff in the Supreme Court of the 
United States Olmsted vs L.C. case that 
granted the right of disabled people to live 
within their own communities. It was de-
cided that to unjustifiably deny that right 
and force the disabled to live in hospitals 
and institutions violated the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and public organi-
zations must provide community-based 
services to the disabled. Ms. Curtis was a 
true hero! Kaitlin

Halifax, Nova Scotia

•
IMMIGRANT SOLIDARITY NEEDED

We need a world context to under-
stand immigration. Ninety percent of 
Venezuelans halfway to the U.S. southern 
border will be turned back and told to ap-
ply for asylum. One woman shown on TV 
news had travelled four months with two 
girls and a nephew and had spent five days 
inside a garbage truck! Yet small towns in 
the U.S. with immigrants increasing their 
population by 80% and more, people who 
have no jobs to support the tax base, have 
real problems. Where is the “faith-based” 
community? Every U.S. church, mosque 
and synagogue should be supporting an 
immigrant family. In China, families are 
split and internal immigration is a huge 
problem. On every continent, immigration 
and reproductive freedom are opposed by 
the Right. It’s important to see what that 
means dialectically for every country.

Marxist-Humanists
Detroit and Chicago

•
PUTIN VS. UKRAINE

Putin is projecting and acting out a 
fully genocidal ideology, outright attacks 
on civilians. Ukraine narcissism has been 
used as an excuse to invade. Putin has an 
imperialist image and doesn’t recognize 
Ukraine as a country, although Lenin did. 
Putin said he was returning Ukraine and 
strengthening it. “It has fallen on us to re-
turn and to strengthen.” Illusions of Peter 
the Great. He’s enticing Russian nation-
alism. Recently, 43 deputies have asked 
Putin to resign. I don’t know what will 
happen to them—maybe they’ll be sent 
to the front line. Putin imposes counter-
revolutionary ideology on the entire world. 
The Far Right of the West adores him as 
the champion of conservative values.

Mannel
Los Angeles

•
U.S. RIGHT VS. UKRAINE 

During the days it took for the new Re-
publican majority to elect a Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Republicans 

nominating anybody but Kevin McCarthy, 
broadcast their single-minded focus on ob-
structing Ukraine’s means of confronting 
Russia’s invasion. One Republican vowed 
to block the flow of U.S. aid by examin-
ing every dollar destined for Ukraine, and 
another threatened that if Trump could be 
impeached over Ukraine and Russia, then 
they would impeach Biden over Ukraine 
and Russia. They join Trump-endorsed 
J.D. Vance, who took the Ohio Senate seat 
while opposing aid to Ukraine, and Putin 
favorite Ron Johnson re-elected in Wis-
consin. This has not scared away “leftists” 
from ignoring the ongoing war crimes di-
rected at civilians, which Putin perfected 
against Chechens and Free Syria, or de-
manding that Ukraine negotiate “peace 
guarantees” by trading away its territory 
and citizens.

 Free Syria supporter
Chicago

•
WATER AND HUMANITY’S FUTURE

I read that water is predicted to be-
come for the 21st century what oil was in 
the 20th. There is fear that huge dams 
built in the 1930s to “tame” rivers like the 
Colorado and supply water and hydroelec-
tric power will fail to do either when water 
levels drop. Climate change has intensi-
fied weather events, causing catastrophic 
flooding all over the world, as you see most 
severely in Pakistan’s Sind province. An 
extreme five-year drought fueled famine 
and vicious war-
fare in East Africa. 
Capitalist indus-
trial agriculture 
doesn’t distinguish 
between the needs 
for basic foods and 
artificial “wants” 
like the huge quan-
tities of water nec-
essary for almond 
milk production. 
We need to think 
about what kind of 
agriculture is sus-
tainable, and especially listen to Indig-
enous voices like those of water protectors 
who resisted the Dakota Access Pipeline.

Environmentalist 
Detroit

***
I remember hearing a scientist-

activist say the next World War is going 
to be about water. It’s pathetic how little 
recycling actually gets turned into useful 
products, instead of polluting the oceans. 
The COP summits are crucially impor-
tant, but we will see there another set of 
goals that won’t be met. Water like every-
thing is treated as a commodity. E.

Detroit
***

Look at how many cities have had 
major crises due to water infrastructure. 
People buy bottled water because they 
don’t trust tap water. And that’s in the in-
dustrialized world. Water defined where 
populations gathered for most of human 
existence. In the 20th century we saw 
people manipulating water as if it was an 
abstract resource, building cities where 
there isn’t enough water.  S.F.

Detroit

READERS’VIEWS

To our incarcerated readers
Prisoncrats sometimes choose 

to return an issue to us undelivered, 
but if you have been moved—to 
another prison, or within the same 
prison—the USPS will not forward 
newspapers. Help us keep N&L in 
your hands by letting us know your 
change of address, including when 
you are released. When you leave 
prison, your donor subscription can 
continue to your new address for one 
additional year.

We welcome your contributions 
to N&L and for our website. There 
are some things we cannot 
provide. We do not match up pen 
pals. N&L cannot help prisoners 
with individual legal cases, and we 
cannot offer legal advice or access 
to attorneys. This paper is a place 
where people engaged in struggles 
inside and outside prison walls can 
be heard speaking for themselves. 

It hurts to hear that Azadkar has 
passed. He was slightly built, but a gi-
ant in making the Iranian Revolution 
indigenous to Marxist-Humanism, and 
Marxist-Humanism indigenous to the 
Iranian Revolution. He and I participat-
ed in an international summit of farm-
ers in Ottawa, the capital of Canada, in 
1983, alongside farmers urgently fight-
ing to save their land as both commodity 
prices and the value of farmland were 
plunging. What Azadkar described of de-
fying first the Shah and then Khomeini 
was so concrete to them that farmer after 
farmer addressed his concerns in their 
own remarks. Farmers also related to 
News & Letters Editor Charles Denby’s 
book Indignant Heart: A Black Work-
ers Journal chronicling his years as an 
Alabama sharecropper before his life in 
Detroit auto factories. Somebody called 
us the McGuire Brothers because the by-
line on our news story was “Azadkar and 
Bob McGuire.” It is true that I have lost a 
brother, as have we all.

Bob McGuire
Halifax, Nova Scotia

***
I first met Azadkar during massive 

demonstrations against the the Shah by 
Iranian students in the U.S. in the late 
1970s. I was a student at Calif. State Uni-
versity in Los Angeles, setting up a Marx-
ist-Humanist literature table on campus, 
and Azadkar came to the table. He was 
on campus because there was a large 
group of Iranian students there. Azadkar 
wasn’t his given name, but the one he 
used for political activities and writing.

At the time, Raya Dunayevskaya 
had been writing her Political-Philo-
sophic Letters on the developing Iranian 
Revolution (and the soon to develop Kho-
meini counter-revolutionary usurpation), 
which we had on the literature table. 

Azadkar was at-
tracted to her anal-
ysis. Thus began 
an exciting period 
in which a group 
of young Iranians, 
Azadkar and a 
dozen or so others, 
fused together ac-
tions in support of 

a developing revolution with a Marxist-
Humanist analysis and projection. They 
formed a Marxist-Humanist group, Anju-
man Azadi, which began translating Du-
nayevksaya’s writings on Iran into Farsi, 
as well as studying Marx’s writings, par-
ticularly his Economic-Philosophic Man-
uscripts, seeing their relevance for Iran.

It wasn’t alone a study group, but an 
action group projecting an emancipatory 
body of ideas in an ongoing revolution. 
Soon Azadkar returned to Iran to par-
ticipate as a Marxist-Humanist revolu-
tionary. I remember how excited we were 
to receive his reports and publish them 
in News & Letterrs. As a participant, he 
brought the ongoing revolution and dan-
ger of counter-revolution to our readers.

However, with Khomeini soon con-
solidating power, turning Iran into a 
theocratic state, it became impossible to 
be openly active as a revolutionary, and 
Azadkar was forced to return to the U.S. 
To be a participant in an ongoing revo-
lution, and then see it turn into counter-
revolution, was a bitter blow. And yet he 
continued to participate in Marxist-Hu-
manism in the years that followed.

I hope readers will read his writing 
on this important period along with those 
of Dunayevskaya. I see these events, 
and Azadkar’s writings, along with Du-
nayevskaya’s, as having meaning for to-
day’s Iran. Eugene Walker

Mexico

AZADKAR (TOORAJ HAJI MORADI), 1952-2022

https://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1911495,00.html
https://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1911495,00.html
https://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1883598,00.html
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q Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre 
and from Marx to Mao $35.95 

q Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution 1991 edition.  
Foreword by Adrienne Rich $24.95

q Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu-
tion: Reaching for the Future $24.95

q The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the 
Dialectic in Hegel and Marx $24.95

q The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism 
  $10.00

q The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: 
Two Historic-Philosophic Writings $3.00 
paperback, $10.00 hardcover

q American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Van-
guard 40th anniversary edition $10.00

q Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and 
the Afro-Asian Revolutions $5.00

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS

by Raya Dunayevskaya
q Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal  

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95

by Charles Denby

Dunayevskaya en Español
q Marxismo y libertad $10.00 
q Filosofía y revolución $10.00
q Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberación femenina, y la 

filosofía marxista de revolución $10.00
q El poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la  

dialéctica en Hegel y Marx $10.00
q Contradicciones históricas en la civilización de 

Estados Unidos: Las masas afroamericanas como 
vanguardia $8.00 

q The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1949-50 and the 
Birth of Marxist-Humanism In the U.S.  
by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $8.00

q Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race,  
Philosophy & the Needed American Revolution  
by John Alan $10.00

q Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers:  
‘We want to be validated as human’ $5.00

q Working Women for Freedom by Angela Terrano, Ma-
rie Dignan, and Mary Holmes $8.00

q Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western ‘Civili-
zation’ $10.00

Other publications

q On 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in 
the U.S. by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $8.00

Constitution of News and Letters 
Committees, free with 75¢ postage

News & Letters Newspaper

See website or contact us for fuller listing 
www.newsandletters.org / arise@newsandletters.org Visit 
www.rayadunayevskaya.org for the Raya Dunayevs-

kaya Collection 

q Towards a Dialectic of Philosophy and Organization 
$27.95

q Utopia and the Dialectic in Latin American Liberation    
$27.95

by Eugene Gogol

1-2/2023

q What Is Socialism? A Marxist-Humanist Symposium 
  $10.00

q Russia: From Proletarian Revolution to State-Capi-
talist Counter-Revolution $24.95

q Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution in Permanence for 
Our Day  $24.95

q Crossroads of History: Marxist-Humanist Writings 
on the Middle East $10.00

Our newest publications

IRAN AND PHILOSOPHY 
OF REVOLUTION

Raya Dunayevskaya’s “Contradic-
tions in Iranian Revolution” (Nov.-Dec. 
2022 N&L) caught something profound 
when she singled out W. Morgan Shus-
ter writing regarding Iran 1907 that the 
women then “at a bound” had become “the 
most progressive, not to say radical, in the 
world…” and 
how a “fierce 
light shown 
in the veiled 
eyes of Per-
sia’s women…” 
Dunayevskaya 
continued: “it is 
true—and this 
uniqueness ex-
ists unto today 
and must un-
der no circumstances be disregarded...” 
You see that in the faces and actions of 
women in 1979 too. The picture that went 
with the article shows those thousands of 
women who came out to yell down Khomei-
ni and tell him that they “didn’t make the 
revolution to go backwards” have heads 
that are unveiled, their hair blows in the 
wind. When the Iranian regime sees wom-
en throwing off their veils, what they fear 
is not immodesty, what they see is women 
as revolutionary. That is what scares them 
to death, that is why they insist on hijab. 
But hijab or not, women are revolutionary 
and are out to finish that 1979 revolution 
and go forward to freedom. Terry Moon

Chicago 
***

Reclaiming the truth of revolutions is 
crucial for grasping the meaning of history 
in the making as well as past. Dunayevs-
kaya refutes the typical claim that the 
1979 revolution = Khomeini. The general 
falsification of the history of revolutions 
tries to convince us that they must always 
lead to disaster. That plays into the claim 
that there is no alternative to capitalism, 
as if that is not leading us to global disas-
ter. And in sketching the ebb and flow that 
are always part of the revolutionary tides, 
she shows how the women trying to open 
chapter 2 of the revolution revealed “how 
total the revolution must be” and how all 
of us must listen to that. It cannot be sepa-
rated from the “thirst for knowledge” she 
points out, another way to see how philos-
ophy makes its necessity felt.

Franklin Dmitryev
Chicago

•
CORRUPTION OF ‘JUSTICE’

Hofstra Law Review did an investi-
gation (Winter 2016) on Kern County’s 
use of unethical tactics to obtain wrong-
ful convictions: false allegations to trump 
up charges, and perjured testimony called 
“testilying.” It happens in every county in 
every state. Do not let this story die.

Prisoner
Chowchilla, Calif.

***
Assault [according to the Texas Pe-

nal Code] causes bodily injury to another 
and is a class A misdemeanor. From that 
point it is roughly 650 words until you find 
that [one who] threatens another with im-
minent bodily injury [commits] a class C 
misdemeanor. The Texas legislation has 
created this separation making the threat 
of imminent bodily injury the lesser of-
fense to [actually causing] bodily injury. 
Texas operators of the law, from police 
officers, lawyers, grand juries, district at-
torneys, judges, to appeals court judges 
have all wrongfully litigated [this charge] 
for at least the past 25 years! The eye-
opener is that a class C misdemeanor is 
not punishable by confinement, but pun-
ishable by fine only. Hundreds of men and 
women are imprisoned illegally. [Writs of 
habeas corpus filed and repeatedly denied 
are] the biggest civil rights movement of 
false imprisonment with factual merit in 
the history of the U.S.

 Prisoner
Humble, Texas

•
PRISONER UNITY

I received a copy of the “Agreement 
to End Hostilities” in California prisons 
and now have an understanding of what 
is to be expected of all prisoners on behalf 
of this agreement. It takes unity, willing-
ness, and understanding to complete this 
action and push the power to gain the re-
spect that all prisoners deserve regardless 
of our incarceration. We are still human 
regardless of our circumstances. I just 
want Texas prisoners to recognize their 
worth and stand for something.

Prisoner
Livingston, Texas

***

Every brotha and comrade ain’t really 
a brotha and comrade because some who 
pose as your brotha and comrade are real-
ly “undercover police,” i.e., rats, snitches, 
and paid informants. Loyalty and alle-
giance are a lifestyle. A “political prisoner” 
is a person who has been jailed either for 
his beliefs, his speech, or for his political 
ideas and concepts. The prisons have mas-
tered their psychological warfare through 
“divide and conquer” by using “coopera-
tive” inmates as leaders, the exploitation 
of opportunists and informants, treating 
inmates who are willing to collaborate in 
far more lenient ways than others, the re-
warding of complete submission and sub-
servience to the guards. These techniques 
exploit the basic weaknesses in human 
nature, especially those weaknesses cre-
ated by an alienating society, i.e., prison.

Prisoner
Corcoran, Calif.

•
VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS
RE: Robert Taliaferro, “Monopolies 

Hurt Prisoners,” Sep.-Oct. 2021 N&L: Mo-
nopolies do hurt prisoners. Kickbacks are 
the norm. Wexford Medical, Primecare, 
Aramark, Keefe, Access, Union Supply-
Walken-
horst, 
and oth-
ers make 
money 
by over-
charging 
prisoners 
for their 
inferior 
products 
and ser-
vices. At 
St. Mary’s correctional center, an Ara-
mark chow hall supervisor and his wife 
were caught using taxpayer funds to buy 
special foods for their restaurant in the Vi-
enna-Parkersburg area. Meanwhile, pris-
oners at St. Mary’s and Salem correction-
al centers are given “food” labeled: “Not for 
human consumption.” The Aramark chow 
hall regularly violates WVDOC policy by 
giving non-Kosher/non-Halal/non-Vegan 
“food” to those who need them. It is com-
mon to get forbidden meat products like 
pig meat on “religious diet” trays. I have 
been subjected to anti-Semitism since 
imprisonment. One incident stands out 
during a Jewish religious service: the 
chaplain on duty told me to remove my 

religious head covering in the middle of 
prayers. She also stated: “The Jews killed 
Jesus.” Yeshu and his disciples were all 
Jews. I am concerned this hostile official 
may be behind some denial of medical care 
I have experienced, as well as denial of a 
Kosher-Vegan religious diet.

 Prisoner
St. Mary’s, W.Va.

***
In Colorado the Department of Cor-

rections holds about 14,000 prisoners. The 
kitchens in the various prisons all use 
the same products. So what are we being 
fed? For prisoners who don’t eat meat, 
especially for the morning chow, peanut 
butter is given as a “protein substitute.” 
The label for the peanut butter, called 
“Great Choice,” shows that the product 
purchased by CDOC has 0% daily value of 
protein in it. No doubt, a less costly prod-
uct than grocery store peanut butter with 
about 20% protein. Some friends on the 
outside pulled up the distributor’s prod-
uct list on the internet. The no-protein 
product was not listed. An email request 
to the company got no response. Is the 
no-protein peanut butter a secret product 
sold only to prisons? In bakery goods and 
barbecue sauce, molasses is added. The 
product label for the Good Food, Inc. mo-
lasses gives the warning: “consuming this 
product can expose you to chemicals in-
cluding lead and acrylamide.” Are prison-
ers deliberately being lied to? Proteinless 
peanut butter! Are we deliberately being 
poisoned by the toxins in the molasses? Is 
the agenda of the prison’s food buyers just 
one of getting the cheapest product?

 John Taylor
Cañon City, Colo.

TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate  $5 for a prisoner  who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to  N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. A donation of $8 
pays for a subscription plus the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers 
pamphlet to be sent to a prisoner. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their free subscriptions when they 
first get released, a time when the 
system tries to make them forget 
the struggle.

https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-contradictions-in-iranian-revolution/
https://newsandletters.org/from-the-writings-of-raya-dunayevskaya-contradictions-in-iranian-revolution/
https://newsandletters.org/voices-from-the-inside-out-monopolies-hurt-prisoners/
https://newsandletters.org/voices-from-the-inside-out-monopolies-hurt-prisoners/
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Readers: We want to hear from 
you! Write to us or email! See 

contact information, p. 8.

importance of this game for either team, immediately af-
ter his collapse players of both teams stopped, expressing 
remarkable solidarity in their concern for Hamlin. It was 
that human moment that led to cancelling the game.

The commentators did not know what to make of it. 
Many of them are former football players, and they talked 
about how injuries, even very severe injuries, are normal 
given the violent nature of the game. One fool commenta-
tor even said, “The game must go on.”
A DREAM OF ESCAPING POVERTY

Becoming a football player is many families’ dream. 
Children are treated as a commodity, groomed to become 
cannon fodder for this industry. It is packaged as a hope 
to get out of poverty for the whole family. 

Many children whose families do not have 
health insurance are pushed to play. When they get 
seriously hurt, parents, specifically the mothers in 
most poor neighborhoods, are left to provide total 
care for that child who has become collateral dam-
age of the circus of “Friday night lights.” She might 
have to refurbish the whole house, install lifts, etc., 
to help the young man get out of bed.

In my own family I have seen the submission to this 
gross illusion that playing football is a chance for a child 
to have a better life. During the pandemic, when schools 
were shut down and sports were not being played, they 
discussed moving the whole family to Arizona so their 
high-school-age son would have opportunities to show his 
athletic skill in hopes of getting a college scholarship.
DIFFICULTY OF ESCAPING CAPITALISM 

But even if you succeed, your career is usually short. 
Even if you stay healthy and retire, most players are broke 
again shortly after. Every level at which humans exist is 
a maze created by capitalism. There is no way out. The 
perceived privilege of tentative, temporary luxury is only 
a fleeting amelioration of the general misery.

Moments of solidarity by all players, Black and 
white, as we witnessed on Jan. 2, point a path out of 
capitalism’s maze. We experienced such a moment 
during the hunger strikes in 2011-13 at Pelican Bay, 
when we stood up against the division into gangs 
based on race. We created a new sense of who we 
are by recognizing each other’s humanity. The ten-
or of our whole lives in prison had been dictated 
by the prison guards, and the prison system itself, 
turning us into gladiators.

Unlike in football, in prison the gladiator fights were 
not mere entertainment (though guards would stage 
fights for their entertainment, too), but a means of con-
trol of the prison population. Setting us against each oth-
er distracts us from becoming a threat to the system. The 
race-based gang system created by the prison caused such 
chaos that it led to the ultimate form of total control, the 
massive use of the unconscionable torture of indefinite 
solitary confinement.

Our cross-racial solidarity in the hunger strikes was 
the moment we asserted ourselves as humans. It was so 
powerful a moment that it spoke to many throughout the 
prisons and on the outside. It ended the practice of indefi-
nite solitary confinement in California. 

That’s when I saw that what could make a difference 
is not just a moment but a philosophy that captures the 
meaning of being human as the ongoing experience of hu-
man solidarity.

continued from p. 1

THOUGHTS FROM THE OUTSIDEPrisoners want opportunities to learn
Gunnison, Utah—I’m hoping to raise awareness of how 

everything here in Utah’s prison system is going to hell. 
Excuse my language but I’m one of many frustrated and 
depressed inmates trying to better ourselves before we re-
enter society, but do we have any real opportunities here? 
They have shut down most of the education programs 

because two or three inmates got caught with porn on the 
computers. Instead of just punishing those inmates, we 
all suffer. 

We’ve already been punished by the courts by being 
sent to prison. Yet they keep taking and making our lives 
miserable. All we want is real opportunities to become 
better fathers, mothers, workers and so on.
PRISONERS NEED TOOLS TO SUCCEED

We can’t do that when we are not given the tools to 
succeed. They worry about stuff like how many pillows 
we have instead of us progressing in here and bettering 
ourselves. Other states have college programs for prison-
ers as well as some computer access. Other prisons have 
trade schools and a whole lot more positive reinforcement 
to help those who wish to change and become better, so 
that when the day comes that we get out, we don’t come 
back. When will Utah start to care about rehabilitation?

I’m in incentivized housing and hold the high-
est privilege level, as do 90% of inmates at Boulder, 
Fir, and Gale units at the Central Utah Correc-
tional Facility. Why do we work hard to stay out of 
trouble and be productive if we can’t get any real 
opportunities to better ourselves? Even though we 
are willing to work hard and do good, we still keep 
having more and more taken from us. We have a 
lack of educational classes, no trade school pro-
grams, limited mental health and rehabilitation 
programs, and no college or advancement classes. 

We have had a majority of commissary and incentive 
items removed. The prison has allowed a higher than na-
tionwide inflation increase on our commissary. There has 
been no increase in our work pay and a large cut in our 
prison job opportunities, forcing us to be more of a finan-
cial strain on our families.
NOTHING TO FILL THAT VOID

Inmates are not receiving timely medical treatment 
and are having to wait years in some cases before they get 
the treatments they desperately need. We still can’t have 

contact visits. Our lives are spent on our beds rotting and 
watching stuff on TV.

We have dropout gang members that are trying 
to do good with nothing to fill that void. Down in 
the Henry building and at the new prison, violent 
gang members are being housed with nonviolent 
inmates who are open to change. These nonviolent 
individuals are being pressured, bullied, threat-
ened, extorted, recruited, and even killed by gangs.

We are in a state that preaches forgiveness and 
change. When will Utah step up and help us, so we have 
a chance to become better people, better humans? How 
much more violence, how many more deaths will it take? 
We need change. We need hope. We need a glimmer of 
light to get through this darkness.

—C.S. wanting to learn in Utah

A Spectre, Haunting 
explores the Manifesto 

 Herr Lange wonders that Engels, I etc. take the dead 
dog of Hegel seriously…Herr Lange is naïve enough to 
say that I “move with rare freedom” in empirical matter…
this…is nothing but a paraphrase for the method of deal-
ing with matter—that is, the dialectic method.”

—Karl Marx, June 27, 1870, letter to Dr. Kugelmann
As far-right regimes, politics and “ideas” brutally 

strive to crush mass worldwide struggles for freedom, 
A Spectre, Haunting: On the 
Communist Manifesto (China 
Miéville, Haymarket Books) 
was featured in The New York 
Times Book Review in Decem-
ber. Miéville analyzes, outlines 
and evaluates the Manifesto, re-
produced in full as an appendix. 
This form allows readers direct 
engagement with the discus-
sion. Miéville’s writing ranges 
from academic, complex, to pas-
sionate, to down to earth, com-
pelling readers’ attention (keep 
a good dictionary handy). 
THEORETICAL DEBATES 
ABOUND

The book sets the Manifesto in European radical his-
tory, from the French Revolution through early socialism 
and post-Marx communism, condemning “dismal Stalin-
ist experiments” (p. 100). The author engages with the 
wide range of theoretical debates within all brands of 
Marxism. He cites later writings of Marx and Engels to 
support their embryonic origins in the text, to counter 
superficial simplistic criticism that the Manifesto—and 
Marxism itself—is out of date and wrong. 

As for today, Miéville asserts: “Rather than dis-
pensed with, Marx’s analysis must, in the words 
of the Combahee River Collective of radical queer 
black women, be ‘extended’; it must, as Fanon in-
sisted, be ‘stretched.’ As, in the hands of the great 
anti-racist and anti-colonial movements, it has 
been” (p. 130).

Although Miéville successfully rejects “common-
place” simplistic criticisms of Marx and the Manifesto and 
presents nuances and dualisms as well as contradictions, 
to a Marxist-Humanist he has not adequately acknowl-
edged the importance of Hegelian dialectical philosophy 
in Marx’s method. Marx’s deep dive into the Hegelian dia-
lectic underlies the inherent complexity of the Manifesto. 
Marx’s critiques of opposing forces from within the revo-
lution as well as from capitalism, (as the rise of Stalinism 
from the greatest proletarian Russian Revolution of 1917) 
underlie his 1850 call for “revolution in permanence.” 
HATRED OF CAPITALISM

Nevertheless, it is a shock that Miéville concludes the 
book with an essay “on hate.” In a way it makes sense 
because there is so much hate around us, and he insists 
it is not individual hatred but hatred of capitalism. The 
last sentence of his “Afterword” reads: “living with the Yes 
smouldering at the core of you…ultimately stronger than 
the also smouldering No of necessary hate, is the only 
way to come close to existing, to living as a human, in so 
foul and monstrous and in- and anti-human system. Yes. 
Yes we will change the existing state of things” (p. 172). 
But can this get you to freedom? Absolute negativity—the 
negation of the negation that creates a new Yes—is not 
hate but the ceaseless transcendence of existing society 
in theory and practice.

Marx’s entire life study of the workings of capi-
talism and his dialectical method allowed him to 
see that in revolutionary human beings, passion 
and thought are integrated. It enabled him to rec-
ognize revolutionary elements in so-called primi-
tive societies. That philosophy does not allow for 
uncritical acceptance of institutions like govern-
ments or unions that have become reactionary, 
transformed into their opposites. Does Miéville, 
after his important analyses, really intend for revo-
lutionaries to rely on passion alone?

Notwithstanding, A Spectre, Haunting is an impor-
tant link to Marxism for revolutionary young activists, 
to strengthen our movements for transforming capitalism 
itself into a humane, free society. —Susan Van Gelder

News & Letters (ISSN 0028-8969) is published bi-monthly. 
Subscriptions are $5 a year (bulk order of 5 or more copies, 25c 
each) from News & Letters, P.O. Box 3345, Oakland, CA 94609. 
Phone 312-431-8242. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to News & Letters, P.O. Box 3345, Oakland, CA 94609. Articles 
may be reprinted verbatim if credited to "News & Letters." 
Raya Dunayevskaya, Chairwoman, National Editorial Board (1955-1987).  
Charles Denby, Editor (1955-1983).
Franklin Dmitryev, National Organizer, News and Letters Committees. 
Terry Moon, Managing Editor. Felix Martin, Labor Editor (1983-1999). 
Olga Domanski, National Organizer (1958-2015). John Alan, National 
Editorial Board Member Emeritus (2008-2011).

News & Letters is indexed by Alternative Press Index.

N E W S  &  L E T T E R S
VOL.  68/NO.  1 January-February 2023

The Socialist Youth of Germany—The Falcons—is an 
organization of young people. We’re aiming for a liberated 
society where people have ruptured the logic of capitalist 
exploitation in thought and action and taken on responsi-
bility for themselves and their environment.

Freedom (liberation from social constraints), 
equality (the recognition of all people in their dif-
ference), and solidarity (the responsibility of each 
person for the community as well as the respon-
sibility of the community for individuals), are the 
values of this society. 

We have to learn and practice this sense of respon-
sibility and start today to build spaces where we can ex-
perience our values. We, as socialist youth, organize and 
educate ourselves. In many German cities we hold weekly 
meetings by and for youth, organize summer camps and 
educational workshops.

The basis of our political work is socialist ed-
ucation where children, young people and adults 
learn from and with each other.

Together we’re fighting against all forms of oppres-
sion, the power structures produced and fostered by the 
capitalist system: racism, homo- and transphobia, the 
lack of autonomy of children and youth in the decisions 
that affect them, and patriarchy which disadvantages 
girls and women. 

You can reach us at: www.wir-falken.de, info@sjd-die-
falken.de, www.instagram.com/wirfalken and www.face-
book.com/wirfalken 

German youth speak
C H I C A G O

228 South Wabash, #230
Chicago, IL 60604

Phone 312-431-8242
MEETINGS Call for Info

O A K L A N D
P.O. Box 3345, 

Oakland, CA 94609
banandl@yahoo.com

MEETINGS
Sundays, 6:30 PM

Email for info about meetings 

SF BAY AREA YOUTH 
COMMITTEE

bayareanlyouth@gmail.com

L O S  A N G E L E S
MEETINGS

Alternate Sundays, 3:30 PM
Call or email for information 

about virtual meetings
Lanewsandletters 

@gmail.com
213-627-7086

D E T R O I T
detroitnewsandletters@gmail.

com
MEETINGS

Sundays, 2:00 PM
Write for information

F L I N T,  M I
PO Box 7676, Flint, MI 48507 
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Prisoner art titled “Prisoner’s Dilemma,” by Giulia Forsythe.
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Jan. 10, 2023, the regime declared they would ar-
rest women who go without hijab and jail them for 
up to two months, with judges given free rein to 
ban hijab-free women from working and political 
activity, to take women’s cars, etc. If they are found 
guilty of “encouraging” lax hijab, they could be 
jailed for ten years!

Nothing has stopped the demonstrations. These 
regime atrocities only make people more determined to 
rid themselves of their rulers and live free. 

Bahareh Hedayati is an activist, theorist and found-
ing member of the One Million Signatures campaign, who 
has been arrested and jailed by the Iranian regime sev-
eral times for fighting for a free Iran. Now in Evin prison, 
she was able to smuggle out a letter that captures the 
movement’s spirit. In it she reveals reasons for the upris-

ing and three contributions this 
revolution in progress is making. 
She reveals the maturity of the 
movement, making clear that she 

is living the dialectic, fighting what must be changed and 
thinking about what the new society will look like after 
the overthrow of the regime. 

Hedayati, who has experienced many demonstrations 
throughout the years, acknowledges the reality of vio-
lence because “there is no chance that the existing regime 
can extricate itself from the situation that has emerged, 
because neither can a tiny part of the protesters’ demands 
be fulfilled within the present system, nor can the major-
ity of the people waive any of their demands.” 
‘REVOLUTION IS INEVITABLE’

The people are “confronting the power structure 
itself, which is going to crumble whether they are suc-
cessful or they are resisted. Therefore, revolution is inevi-
table….This committed generation has raised the flag of 
freedom, has defined its very own political identity, and it 
will decide Iran’s destiny.”

Hedayati, a participant/leader in the Green Move-
ment, critiques it to distinguish the past from the future. 
She writes that she and others were “forced to accept the 
last remnants of political Islam within ourselves when 
we trusted reformist leaders and Mir-Hossin Mousavi…” 
who ended up defending “the organized and continuous 
crimes of Khomeini’s regime with an undeniable clarity 
and called the man who bloodied and set on fire a region 
or perhaps the world and condemned the women of this 
land to hijab slavery an ‘ever-awake soul.’”
THREE NEW REVOLUTIONARY CONCEPTS

In tracing the difference in her generation of dissi-
dents and those who are in the streets today, she sees 
three new concepts that “emerged from the common wis-
dom of the protesters.”

1. “This generation of protesters has not resorted 
to any religious or pseudo-religious concepts to tell us 
what it does or does not want, and this is a great achieve-
ment….”

2. They are challenging those “within the move-
ment who have been trying to normalize hijab…
[and who] have succeeded in convincing a num-
ber of international organizations” to honor World 
Hijab Day, which is in reality “a day to celebrate 
the invisibility of women’s bodies without giving a 
thought to the consequences of this invisibility for 
a woman’s everyday life, her intellectual life and 
even her fate….The 2-22 movement rose with the 
burning of head scarves and its second important 
achievement was to call on all those Western intel-
lectuals to see the reality.”

3. “[T]he feeling of solidarity and of sharing the same 
destiny has been strengthened under this movement, and 
we can hope that once we leave the Islamic Republic be-
hind it is possible to arrive at a new covenant that guar-
antees both the integrity of this land and the rights of 
ethnic groups and minorities.”

Bahareh Hedayati signed her letter from prison, 
“Hoping for freedom!” knowing full well that those in the 
street are hoping and fighting for a new world. We join 
her and their desire for freedom, knowing that a revolu-
tion in Iran can be the spark to transform our world.

Iran revolt continues

EDITORIAL

continued from p. 1

Azadkar (Tooraj Haji Moradi), 1952-2022
Tooraj Haji Moradi (1952-2022), whose pen name was 

Azadkar, was a revolutionary to his core and remained so 
throughout his life. Azadkar first met News and Letters 
Committees in early 1978 in the midst of the ongoing 
Revolution in Iran. He was the first Iranian Marxist-
Humanist who became fascinated with the works of 
Raya Dunayevskaya. Azadkar then traveled to Iran and 
became fully active in the Iranian Revolution. He wrote 
many eyewitness reports for News & Letters.

Upon his return from Iran, he influenced a 
whole generation of Iranian activist youth who 
became Marxist-Humanists. He then helped 
found the Iranian Marxist-Humanist tendency 
and its organization, Anjuman Azadi. Azadkar 
translated into Farsi many of Dunayevskaya’s 
Political-Philosophic Letters on Iran, which 
were subsequently collected and printed as Iran: 
Revolution and Counter-Revolution.

Azadkar lived long enough to witness the current 

uprisings in Iran led by women and a new generation of 
revolutionary youth. His great passion for freedom was by 
no means limited to Iran but extended globally, especial-
ly in the U.S. and the Black Lives Matter movement. In 

one of his last posts on social media, he hailed the heroic 
struggle of Ukrainian masses against Russia’s imperial-
ist invasion. 

As he wrote then: “When people are armed and be-
lieve in their cause, they will fight to the last person 
standing and ultimately will defeat the aggressor and 
force them to retreat.” —Raha

Editor’s note: Below are excerpts of two of Azadkar’s 
articles in News & Letters.
“Eyewitness report: Revolution and 
counter-revolution in Iran” (June 1979 
N&L)

Tehran, Iran—The spontaneous shora(s), or Soviets, 
which were considered “dangerous” by the government 
and ordered dismantled after the 1979 February revolu-
tion, are now experiencing a new growth among the Irani-
an masses. “Shora” is the most popular word in Iran today, 
because they were the real force of the revolution which 
overthrew the Shah. The most radical of the shora(s) is 
the “Nationwide Council of Unemployed Workers.”…

During the four revolutionary months that I was in 
Iran, I found these spontaneously created shora(s) the 
only revolutionary phenomena that could provide the real 
alternative to the present situation. In the shora(s), the 
demand is for the factories to be nationalized and man-
aged by the workers themselves. This is very important, 
since after the February revolution, Khomeini’s people 
would send somebody as a factory manager and the shora 
would reject him. It was then that the government or-
dered the shora(s) dissolved.

In the shora of the unemployed, they are saying that 
they don’t want to talk about religion. It is a workers’ re-
volution they want, and are willing to die for, because “this 
revolution in power belongs to the bazaar merchants.”…

From the women’s organizations to the armed 
demonstrations of the national minorities, and es-
pecially from the shora(s) of the workers, the unem-
ployed, the soldiers and the peasants, come every 
week new demonstrations and new expressions of 
freedom. That the counter-revolution showed itself 
so early is naturally the most serious threat to what 
was started by the great mass movement that over-
threw the Shah and wanted a totally new society.…

When May Day came, the turnout at the workers’ 
march was enormous—estimated at 400,000—ten times 
the size of the Islamic march. There were slogans like 
“Factory control by the workers,” “Equal wages for women 
and men,” “No worker laid-off or fired,” and “Nationalize 
imperialist capital.” In the entire demonstration, there 
was only one single picture of Khomeini.

It was at this same time that I also saw a pamphlet 
published, specifically for May Day 1979, called Discus-
sion on the Workers’ Movement in Iran. It included trans-
lations into Farsi of several articles and speeches by Rosa 
Luxemburg, a work by Lenin on the Soviets in the Rus-
sian Revolution, and Chapter 4 of Raya Dunayevskaya’s 
Marxism and Freedom, on the 1848 revolutions and the 
relations of intellectuals to the workers’ struggle. Togeth-
er with that magnificent march, the pamphlet makes it 
clear that the revolution is still ongoing.

***
“Raya Dunayevskaya and the 1979 
Iranian Revolution” (Oct. 1987 N&L)

Raya Dunayevskaya is a household name among 
the Iranian revolutionaries. Her philosophy of Marxist-
Humanism, which she founded and developed for over 30 
years, will, no doubt, have a profound influence on the 
new generation of Iranian revolutionaries who are given 
the historic task of building a new human society from 
the rubble to which Khomeini has reduced Iran today.

My relationship with Raya was forged late in 1978 
during the heat of the Iranian Revolution. I was a young 
student then and had participated in the now historic 
Iranian student movement for several years. The revolu-
tion had struck and shattered the student movement into 
pieces. We were caught unprepared. We knew what we 
were fighting against, but not what we were fighting for. 
This was true both in practice and in theory.…

Dec. 28, 1978, is the most important date in my 
life. It was the date that I had chosen for my return 
to Iran to join the revolution. I had told myself “you 
have read and talked enough about the revolution. 
Now, it is time to act. Now you must ‘throw your life 
on the scales of destiny.”’…Raya had invited me to 
stop in Detroit and see her on my way to Iran….

It was a petite but warm woman who greeted me 
with open arms and a smile. She gave me the impression 
of a classic revolutionary like the ones I had read about 
in the books.…

Raya was trying to bring my attention to the impor-
tance of the role that both the spontaneously born mass 
organizations and women had played in keeping the revo-
lution ongoing. She gave me Ivar Spector’s book (The First 
Russian Revolution: Its Impact on Asia) on my way to Iran 
and her last words to me were, “If you make any speeches, 
say enough to get arrested but not killed!”

I spent about six months in Iran. Those were the most 
revolutionary months of the Revolution, before it began to 
be subsumed by Khomeini’s counter-revolution that had 
reared its ugly head from within the revolution itself.

During those months Freedom was most touching 
and truthful. The activity and creativity of the masses 
involved every man, woman and child. Even the infants 
had learned as their first words “Marg bar Shah” (“Down 
with the Shah”) and would dance to the tune of “Revolu-
tion! Liberation!” to which Khomeini’s supporters added 
“and Islamic Republic.” That was the beginning of the end 
of the Iranian Revolution.

After the Shah’s regime was toppled in a three-
day insurrection in February 1979, the first group 
that challenged Khomeini’s rule was women who 
came to the streets by the thousands to celebrate 
International Women’s Day, March 8-10. They op-
posed the chador (Islamic veil) that Khomeini had 
decreed they must wear. Their slogan was “We did 
not make the revolution to go backward.”…

In March, Raya had begun the first of a series of 
Political-Philosophic Letters on Iran. It was titled “Iran: 
Unfoldment of, and Contradictions in, Revolution.” [See 
page 4.] When I look back now, this was the most revolu-
tionary manifesto that ever was written for the Iranian 
Revolution, something comparable only to Marx’s March 
1850 Address to the Communist League after the defeat 
of the 1848-49 revolutions in Europe. That address ends 
with the workers’ battle cry: “Revolution in Permanence!”

***
Some other articles by Azadkar in N&L:

* “Day 500 of the Iranian revolution: Khomeini’s Is-
lamic regime in turmoil” (Oct. 1980)

* “In-person report: International Farm Crisis Sum-
mit: Farm activists ‘Forging the Links’ to deal with agri-
cultural crisis” (co-authored by Bob McGuire, Aug.-Sept. 
1983)

* “The Iran-Iraq War decimation continues” (Oct. 
1983)

�

Farsi translations of 
Marxist-Humanist writings on Iran

Pamphlets:
Women as Reason and as Force of Revolution. Writings 

by Raya Dunayevskaya on Women’s Liberation, issued by 
Iranian women for International Women’s Day, March 8, 
1980. Includes: “Women’s Suffrage and Class Struggle” by 
Rosa Luxemburg, and “Thoughts on March 8” by Ding Ling.

Farsi edition of Iran: Revolution and Counter-revolution. 
Political-Philosophic Letters translated by Iranian youth and 
published March, 1982. A newer translation of “What Is 
Philosophy? What Is Revolution?” by Raha is here: http://
newsandletters.org/Farsi/WhatIsPhilosophy.pdf

Iranian edition of Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-
Humanism, and the Afro-Asian Revolutions. Translated into 
Farsi by Iranian youth and published March, 1983.

Marx and Dunayevskaya: writings on the Paris Commune. 
Farsi translation of excerpts from Marx’s Civil War in France, 
and excerpts from Dunayevskaya’s Marxism and Freedom. 
Published by Iranian youth, May, 1984.

Books:
First Farsi publication of Karl Marx: Economic-

Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844. Published by Anjoman 
Azadi (Iranian Marxist-Humanists), January 1986.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today.
Philosophy and Revolution.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 

Philosophy of Revolution, chapter 12, in two parts: https://
newsandletters.org/Farsi/RLWLKM12a.pdf  
https://newsandletters.org/Farsi/RLWLKM12b.pdf

For a listing of all the Farsi translations 
available see: https://newsandletters.org/farsi-
translations-of-marxist-humanist-writings-on-
iran/
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further influence biodiversity policy making.
“Even more concerning is the final Global Biodiver-

sity Framework text, which welcomes the development of 
speculative financial instruments and approaches…—a 
corporate wish list to commodify nature….”3

The truth is that, however much the Frame-
work parrots the science by calling for “transfor-
mational change,” it does not and cannot name cap-
italism, let alone call for its abolition. Grandiosely, 
it includes a Section E expounding its “theory of 
change,” but that is no theory but just a reduction 
of transformation to “policy action.”

No matter the intentions, the references to the rights 
and territory of Indigenous and local communities tend to 
degenerate into lip service because their lifeways are in 
contradiction to the capitalist mode of production, and yet 
the “solutions” inscribed in the agreement follow the logic 
of subsuming all aspects of life under capitalism. 

Far from being marginal to modern society, 
communal land—one-half to one-third of it man-
aged by Indigenous peoples—is estimated to cover 
half of the world’s land area. Close to one-third of 
the world’s population relies on communal land 
and ecosystems for their livelihood.4 Capital’s drive 

for ever more self-expansion pushes its 
representatives to try to extinguish what 
remains of these people’s self-determina-
tion and to assimilate their labor, lands, 
resources and consumption under its 
mode of production. 

It is precisely their resistance to that mode 
of production—even though it has made in-
roads into their lives—that explains why those 
lands are the best managed from the stand-
point of ecology and biodiversity, as scientists 
have demonstrated. And it explains why they 
are the target of such violence, which has risen 
to the level of genocide in many places, such as 
the Brazilian Amazon.
CAPITAL: HANDS OFF INDIGENOUS 
AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES!

COP15’s promises must not deter us from 
fighting capitalism’s encroachments on these 
lands and communities. At the same time rev-
olutionary solidarity does not mean they are 
sacrosanct just as they are today or were in the 
past. Right from within the struggles of Indig-
enous and local communities come challenges 
to the dualities of traditional societies, seen 

especially in the way many women have come to the fore 
in these struggles and simultaneously challenged tradi-
tional roles and limitations.

What becomes crucial is Karl Marx’s concept 
of revolution in permanence, with its multilinear 
view of human development, including the rela-
tionships between “developed” and “developing” 
countries: non-capitalist formations can develop 
without being gobbled up by capitalism, and at the 
same time full human development calls for revo-
lutionary transformation that does not halt at any 
fixed stage. 

Raya Dunayevskaya brought this to the fore for our 
age, showing that Marx’s studies of non-capitalist soci-
eties were for purposes of “perceiving new revolutionary 
forces, their reason,” so that his study 140 years ago of the 
communal formations in Russia showed that their pres-
ervation and development must be “related to a capital-
ist world in crisis, since it is this which creates favorable 
conditions for transforming primitive communism into a 
modern collective society: ‘In order to save the Russian 
commune there must be a Russian Revolution.’ In a word, 
revolution is the indispensable, whether one has to go 
through capitalism, or can go to the new society ‘directly’ 
from the commune.”5

‘SOLUTIONS’ TURN INTO OPPOSITE
The contradictions are such that the actions that are 

taken up by nation-states and multinational corporations 
turn into their opposite and become barriers to effective 
action or actively undermine it. And every area of ac-
tion—from mitigation of global heating, to adaptation to 
its effects, to establishment of areas that are supposed to 
protect nature—is a field of concealed class warfare, not 
only over whether such actions will be taken but how. 

Governments and private capital are concerned 
to impose “solutions” from above that not only 
protect profits but minimize self-determination 
from below. This involves an attitude to technology 
and planning that even infects part of the Left and 
environmentalism. 

The fact that each “solution” keeps turning into its 
opposite reflects the depth of the world crisis as well 
as the fundamentally alienated nature of capitalism. It 
shows the need for social revolution to abolish capitalism 
and replace its distorted “development” with real human 
self-development, inseparable from self-activity and self-
liberation.

3.  “A Bittersweet Bargain on Biodiversity,” Dec. 21, 2022, https://
etcgroup.org/content/bittersweet-bargain-biodiversity.
4.  “By the Numbers: Indigenous and Community Land Rights,” 
by Peter Velt and Katie Reytar, March 20, 2017, World Resources 
Institute.
5.  Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, 
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (University of Illinois Press, 
1991), pp. 187, 183.

the profits of multinational corporations are protected by 
binding enforcement mechanisms. The British oil com-
pany Rockhopper used a trade treaty to sue Italy for its 
moratorium on oil projects near the coast—a moratorium 
demanded by the public in large protests—and in August 
was awarded approximately $190 million plus interest, 
after having invested less than $50 million. Meanwhile, 
the COP agreements have never even called for an end 
to oil and gas drilling and use. That is why the low-lying 
Pacific island nations of Vanuatu and Tuvalu are calling 
for a fossil fuel non-proliferation treaty that is backed by 
thousands of scientists.
BIODIVERSITY TARGETS

The COP15 biodiversity summit was also stormy, 
with fights over funding from the exploiting countries 
sparking a walkout by over 60 countries, led by Brazil. 
The funding fight led to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo’s objection to the final text of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. Its objection 
was overruled through a legalistic maneuver by the 
Chinese chair, despite the fact that unanimous consent 
is required. African countries Cameroon and Uganda 
protested the maneuver, but that evening the objection 
was dropped after private negotiations.

That Framework was hailed for its ambitious 23 tar-
gets. At the same time, their significance was questioned, 
since not a single one of the previous targets from 2010 
had been met. Most celebrated was the new “30 by 30” 
target of protecting 30% of land and water area by 2030. 
This had been seen as dangerous, since nature protection 
has almost always meant violently evicting Indigenous 
and other local communities.

However, Indigenous struggles have won tre-
mendous support worldwide, including recogni-
tion by climate justice movements, so they were 
able to pressure the summit into writing multiple 
references to their rights, territories and knowl-
edge in the text.

This is backed up by the IPCC, the UN body of cli-
mate scientists, whose 2022 report on impacts of climate 
change found that “Supporting Indigenous self-deter-
mination, recognising Indigenous Peoples’ rights and 
supporting Indigenous knowledge-based adaptation are 
critical to reducing climate change risks and effective ad-
aptation.”
INDIGENOUS STRUGGLES

Still, it is hard to forget the difference between words 
on paper and actions. Signatories of the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples have hardly respect-
ed those rights. Example: the repression of Wet’suwet’en 
resistance to pipelines that the Canadian government 
forced onto their sovereign land, which sparked transcon-
tinental support protests and blockades in 2020.

The contradiction is written right into the 
COP15 text precisely because the actions, not the 
words, flow from the inner law of motion of capital-
ism, which dominates the world today. The 23 tar-
gets embody the logic of private finance and tech-
nological fixes. 

COP15’s contradictions can be traced back to the 1992 
Earth Summit, where the original biodiversity treaty was 
signed and which projected turning nature into “natural 
capital” as a solution instead of a fundamental part of the 
problem. So today the COP15 framework’s “vision” of a 
future “harmony with nature” and its call for “ensuring 
the non-commodification of environmental functions of 
Mother Earth” are just lip service.

As the ETC Group pointed out, governments friendly 
to biotech—notably the U.S., EU, and Brazil, then still 
represented by the genocidal Bolsonaro administration 
after he lost re-election—inserted “exhortations to pro-
mote ‘science, technology and innovation’…in line with 
the biotech and agribusiness strategy to attempt to es-
tablish a made-up ‘innovation principle’ (basically an 
‘anything goes’ principle) to usurp the role of the precau-
tionary principle….The plan is that the new funding will 
explicitly open the door to large infusions of private capi-
tal that will let large corporate and philanthropic donors 

COP15, COP27: Ecology summits hide two worlds clashing
the meta crisis, climate activism in the form of civil 
disobedience will be part of all our lives.”2

Though demonstrations by visitors and locals are 
standard features at every COP, the Egyptian govern-
ment banned them except at a designated enclosed zone 
in the remote resort town of Sharm el-Sheikh, where the 
conference was held. Using the zone required advance 
permits and information about the participants. Police 
spies monitored large and small, formal and informal dis-
cussions within the conference. 
POLLUTERS RAN THE SHOW

The government refused admittance to a number of 
Egyptian civil society groups. Meanwhile, the summit 
was crawling with lobbyists from oil companies and agri-
business. Its lead corporate sponsor was the world’s top 
plastic polluter, Coca-Cola—plastic production is seen as 
a lifeline by oil and gas companies—and summit commu-
nications were managed by the oil-soaked public relations 
company Hill+Knowlton. 

The UN acquiesced to all these restrictions without a 
peep—while climate activists insisted that climate action 
without human rights is impossible, precisely because 
governments resist it without pressure from 
movements. 

Protests did occur. The conference 
threw out four U.S. Indigenous activists 
for raising a banner reading “People vs 
Fossil Fuels” during Joe Biden’s speech. 
Other non-permitted protests broke out 
at the conference site demanding free-
dom for political prisoners along with 
climate justice. And more protests were 
held around the world.

Despite their limitations, the UN process-
es of which the COPs are part do produce real 
actions that have some effect, though far short 
of what is needed. States were forced into it by 
a combination of climate justice movements, 
agitation by climate-vulnerable countries, an 
avalanche of scientific studies and mounting 
weather disasters. 
LOSS AND DAMAGE

COP27 began with a battle over putting 
“loss and damage” onto the agenda. Less than 
two months earlier, President Biden’s climate 
envoy John Kerry had ranted against fund-
ing for loss and damage, claiming that money 
instead “needs to go to the technology that’s 
gonna save the planet.” Leading imperialist countries like 
the U.S. do not want to be forced to pay for the loss and 
damage that is already being visited upon poorer coun-
tries due to the climate crisis. 

Lurking in the background is the word “reparations,” 
which none of the diplomats dare speak because the U.S. 
and European former colonizers are adamant that they 
will not be obligated to pay for the damages. They do not 
want their whole history of exploitation, genocide, slavery 
and colonization to be mentioned in connection with their 
resulting domination of the world up to today, and the 
lasting harm that African, Asian, Latin American and 
island nations still suffer under the corresponding hier-
archy of globalized capitalism.

Or, as Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley 
put it, “We were the ones whose blood, sweat and 
tears financed the industrial revolution. Are we 
now to face double jeopardy by having to pay the 
cost as a result of those greenhouse gases from the 
industrial revolution?”

The dominant countries only allowed “loss and dam-
age” on the agenda on condition of a ban on discussion of 
“liability or compensation.”

In the end the European Union had to give in to the 
demand of the “developing” countries to add “new and ad-
ditional” funding for loss and damage to the final agree-
ment. This comes after years of young climate activists 
consistently stressing that climate action demands that 
the rich countries aid poorer ones in eliminating fossil 
fuel use and deforestation and in adapting to the effects 
of the global heating that is already baked in. The U.S. 
then had to fall in line with Europe. However, the Euro-
pean formula mixed in a big dose of vagueness, specifying 
that the funds would “assist developing countries that are 
particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 
change.” They avoided naming an amount of funding or 
where exactly it would come from, and, instead of creat-
ing a fund immediately, scheduled discussions of “opera-
tionalization” over at least the next year. 
TOOTHLESS TREATIES, PROTECTED PROFITS

That is the substance of the big “breakthrough.” Be-
sides that, COP27 got nowhere on initiatives to phase out 
fossil fuels and put a halt to climate-busting destruction 
of ecosystems like forests and peat lands. 

In the real world, emissions continue to climb 
and countries from the U.S. to China continue to 
lock in future oil and gas use. And yet climate di-
saster is already striking multiple times a year.

The treaties issuing from the UN climate and biodi-
versity processes are toothless by design—as demanded 
first and foremost by the U.S. While the future of human-
ity and the planet is banked on alleged good intentions, 

2.  “Climate Protests Are Being Criminalised, but We Will 
Not Stop,” by Mary Adams, People and Nature, Jan. 6, 2023.
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March from Keynberg to Lützerath, Germany, Jan. 12, 2023. The town of Lützerath is to be destroyed to allow 
expansion of a coal mine. Its residents were evicted but climate demonstrators have occupied it and have 
been attacked by the police. Solidarity demonstrations have been held across Germany.

Stefan Müller
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/aug/24/egyptian-ngos-complain-of-being-shut-out-of-cop27-climate-summit
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-63571610
https://www.desmog.com/2022/11/18/big-agribusiness-delegates-double-cop27/
https://www.desmog.com/2022/11/18/big-agribusiness-delegates-double-cop27/
https://www.desmog.com/2022/11/16/fossil-fuel-linked-companies-dominate-sponsorship-of-cop27
https://www.desmog.com/2022/11/04/drop-fossil-fuels-400-scientists-pr-hill-knowlton-cop27/
https://www.desmog.com/2022/11/04/drop-fossil-fuels-400-scientists-pr-hill-knowlton-cop27/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/18/shameful-un-silencing-indigenous-voices-say-banned-cop27-activists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfg6OKqKJro
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/12/climate/cop27-protests-egypt.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/climate-activists-least-13-countries-protest-private-jets-rcna56666
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-63610289
https://newrepublic.com/article/167828/john-kerry-refuses-feel-guilty-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/07/barbados-pm-mia-mottley-launches-blistering-attack-on-rich-nations-at-cop27-climate-talks
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/07/barbados-pm-mia-mottley-launches-blistering-attack-on-rich-nations-at-cop27-climate-talks
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stefan-mueller-climate/52623047752/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stefan-mueller-climate/52623047752/
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by Buddy Bell
Graduate researchers and academic student employ-

ees of the University of California’s campuses ratified 
a labor contract on Dec. 23 after being on strike for six 
weeks. The strike delayed final exams and grading. The 
UC agreed to raise the starting nine-month salary of an 
academic student employee from $24,000 to $34,000, with 
a $2,500 cost of living upgrade for employees of the L.A. 
and San Francisco Bay campuses. The strike negotia-
tors also won extra days of paid leave. However, student 
employees of other expensive city campuses, such as San 
Marcos, Irvine, Santa Barbara, or Santa Cruz, were not 
given the supplemental income. This is one reason that 
union leaders at some of those campuses advocated for a 
rejection of the contract. The bargaining team also was 
unable to get a cost-of-living adjustment. They have been 
criticized for allowing a provision that lets the UC fire 
or punish students who participate in any future wildcat 
strike or solidarity strike.

*   *   *
Students at Benito Juarez Community Academy in 

Chicago walked out of class on Dec. 19 to protest gun vio-
lence. Two of their classmates had been fatally shot days 
earlier by an unknown gunman as the school dismissed 
for the afternoon. Another two students were wounded by 
a grazed bullet. The students released balloons, marched 
through the surrounding neighborhood, and created a 
vigil of candles and flowers.

*   *   *
DACA recipients and other young activists affiliated 

with Phoenix-based organization “Aliento” made 60,000 
phone calls and knocked on 4,000 doors to pass bal-
lot measure 308 in Arizona. It repealed a 2006 law that 
ruled immigrant youth not eligible for in-state tuition, 
and made them eligible if they had attended high school 
and lived in Arizona for at least the previous two years. 
Out-of-state tuition in Arizona costs one and a half times 
the in-state tuition. Measure 308 also confers eligibility 
for state grants and scholarships. Some of the same activ-
ists had been working since 2018 to get the initiative on 
the ballot. Activist Jose Patiño told the Arizona Republic: 
“[In 2006], they tried to bury us…they didn’t know we 
were seeds. It took 16 years for us to sprout to be in this 
moment, but we’re here.”

*   *   *
Another result of the 2022 election is that Pennsyl-

vania Republicans will probably not be able to pass their 
proposed bill to raise the voting age to 21 in state and 
local elections.

YOUTH IN ACTION

Peru’s Congress targets Indigenous
by Eugene Walker

Peruvian President Pedro Castillo bungled an at-
tempt to free himself from the reactionary Peruvian Con-
gress, which had twice subjected him to an impeachment 
vote in his first year in office, and was about to launch 
a third. He declared a state of emergency, attempting 
to dismiss Congress and calling for the convening of a 
Constitutional Assembly. 

That opened the door for a counter-coup that de-
posed Castillo by impeaching and then imprisoning 
him. When thousands of Indigenous and peasants 
began to protest, the new President, Dina Boluarte, 
backed by the reactionary Congress and the army, de-
clared her own state of emergency. She suspended civil 
rights, sending not only the police but the military onto 
the streets to beat and murder protesters. They killed 
more than 20.
INDIGENOUS PAY THE PRICE AGAIN

Once again, as so often has happened in Peru’s his-
tory, the Indigenous poor, primarily the peasantry, its 
rural masses, are being repressed.

To debate whether Castillo’s declaration was 
“legal” is to argue on the wrong ground—it diverts from 
the bitter truth of murdered peasants and wholesale 
repression. The goal of the rulers in Congress and 
others is to prevent the Indigenous peasant masses—who 
had defeated the former authoritarian president, the now 
jailed Alberto Fujimori and his reactionary daughter 
Keiko—from achieving any measure of representation 
when, for the first time, a peasant teacher trade unionist 
was elected President.
BLOCKADES AND STRIKES

The imprisonment of Castillo triggered a popular 
rebellion in several areas of the country. Protesters took 
over the streets of Lima, Apurímac, Arequipa, Cusco, 
Puno, and Ayacucho, demanding new elections and the 
closure of Congress. 

Peasant supporters of Castillo carried out a block-
ade on a highway at the entrance to the southern city of 
Abancay. Social and union organizations of the depart-
ment of Puno held a strike, blocking roads; the interna-
tional airport in the city of Arequipa was a site of protest.

It was against these demonstrations, particularly in 
the Andean Aymara and Quechua communities, that the 
military launched its murderous violence. They called the 
demonstrators “terrorists.” While the protests stopped be-
tween Christmas and New Year, there are indications of 
their resumption. 
‘THEY MUST ALL GO’

The demands of the protests have not been centered 
on Castillo’s return to office. Rather, the call is: “They 
must all go!” That includes the resignation of President 
Boluarte, the dismissal of the corrupt Peruvian Con-
gress, new elections in 2023, and the convening of a con-
stitutional assembly to replace the 1993 Fujimori-written 
Constitution.

One protester summed up their demands and 
their rage: “It is the collapse of the political system 
as a whole, from the miserable Congress populated 
by corruption and torturers, to the complicit jus-
tice apparatus of all imaginable outrages. That is 
why you hear everywhere ‘They must all go!’ even 
without knowing what comes after. If we abide 
by the ‘legal’ successions that the Organization of 
American States and the U.S. Southern Command 
bless, it cannot but be more of the same.”

Castillo “in power” had been quite powerless, blocked 
by Congress and impeachments. Instead of calling upon 
the Indigenous, upon the peasant masses, to empower his 
presidency, he sought to play the political game in Lima 
in the short months of his presidency, and then, clumsily, 
to outmaneuver his opposition.

The current situation is part of a process of the col-
lapse of Peru’s political society. In the last half dozen 
years, one president after another has been ousted by po-
litical maneuvering. What was distinctive in the ousting 
of Castillo was that it was against a massive Indigenous-
peasant electoral campaign that, for the first time, had 
elected a peasant president. 

The plutocracy that governs Peru—landown-
ers, oligarchs, military brass, caciques and drug 
politicians—despises the exercise of democracy. 
Caudillos, autocrats, dictators and tyrants have 
risen to the presidency of Peru, but no represen-
tative of the Peruvian masses would be allowed to 
govern.

In reality, Peru is in a much deeper crisis than the 
immediate one, and deeper than the recent decades of 
corruption and violence. It is a crisis rooted in pervasive 
exploitative class relations, accompanied by vicious rac-
ism, which has characterized the ruling sectors of Peru 
since colonial times. 

Long ago, the Spanish colonizers faced resistance—
Andean revolts, from Taki Onqoy in the 16th Century, 
decades after the conquest, to the revolution of Tupac 
Amaru II in 1780—as they enslaved the Indigenous popu-
lation in mines and haciendas.
JOSE CARLOS MARIATEGUI

Independence in the early 19th Century did not mean 
genuine liberation for the Indigenous masses, only the 
beginning of an internal colonization, a colonialism of 
power. In the 1920s, the great Peruvian Marxist social 
thinker-activist Jose Carlos Mariategui recognized, wrote 
about and organized around the Indigenous Question, in-
sisting that you could not construct a socialist society in 
Peru without the Indigenous at the heart of any social 
transformation. (See his Seven Interpretative Essays on 
Peruvian Reality.)

Today, 100 years later, in this age of neoliberal-
ism and state-capitalism, Mariategui’s social truth 
stands before us. Even rising to the presidency of 
Peru—but with a dependent capitalist economic 
and social system remaining intact—cannot re-
solve the question of authentic human liberation 
for Peru’s masses. 

Seeking to take state power without destroying the 
economic-social system of capitalism in both its private 
and state forms, with its inherent racism and sexism, is 
not a viable pathway forward for human liberation. Let’s 
see where the Peruvian social protest can take us in the 
future.

Séamas Cain allowed himself two boasts in Sweet 
Years of Protest: 1990-2021; A Chronicle of Actions, Ideas, 
and Events, published by Oyster Moon Press, Berkeley, 
Calif. He proudly includes himself in the “ugly Anar-
chists” denounced by Trump in June 2020: protesters en-
raged by the murder of George Floyd who held off police 
in Seattle (a moving poem he wrote is included). 

He refers to himself, when living near Duluth, 
as the last person in Northern Minnesota who had 
actually met Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic 
Worker movement in 1933, and worked under her. 

The articles, essays and poems that Cain, a long-time 
correspondent of News & Letters, has collected were pub-
lished in Freedom, founded by Peter Kropotkin in 1886, 
and in N&L and other journals. Topics span the world, 
but his coverage of labor and freedom struggles and those 
who would obstruct them has a Minnesota focus.
UNION MILITANCY AND LEADERS’ BETRAYAL

Preserved here are coverage of steelworkers locked 
out of MEI-CSI in 2000, of the homophobic firing of high-
ly successful women’s hockey coach Shannon Miller at 
Minnesota-Duluth, and of mass firing of union staffers by 
a Stalinist Steelworkers Union official, employing corpo-
rate union-busting techniques. 

We have met many “Marxists” like that union official. 
Karl Marx as Secretary of the International Working-
men’s Association in 1871 crossed out the names of trade 
unionists who rejected the Paris Commune and wrote in 
the names of Communards, even though not all of them 
would have considered themselves Marxist. Other “anti-
imperialists” today justify Putin’s massacres in Syria and 
Ukraine. 
LIBERATION AS BASIS FOR DIALOGUE

The dialogue between Marxist-Humanists and Cain 
and other anarchists has continued for decades. Our own 
founder Raya Dunayevskaya and other comrades have 
crossed paths with most of the anarchists cited here or 
in Laurens Otter’s Introduction, such as Dorothy Day; 
Fred Thompson, author of The IWW: Its First 50 Years; 
and Franklin Rosemont, who re-established Charles H. 
Kerr, the original publishers of Marx’s Capital in the U.S. 

When there is a shared attention to the voices of the 
oppressed and the freedom movements they create, with 
a suspicion of bosses of companies or states or parties, 
there is a basis for dialogue and debate. Séamas Cain’s 
new book—whether recording the voices in the 1992 Los 
Angeles Rebellion or Occupy Wall Street or labor actions 
and critiquing them all, or fighting the battle of ideas in 
literature—is a welcome contribution.

—Bob McGuire

‘Sweet Years of Protest’

by Elise
Vanuatu, a Pacific island country, urged on by the 

Vanuatu Disability Promotion and Advocacy Association 
and the Vanuatu Society for People with Disability, has 
developed a national sign language, Storian wetem han. 
Without it, too many deaf children either got no education 
or dropped out of school. Many deaf people have been iso-
lated from society and unable to hold down jobs and have 
faced greater risk from disasters in what the UN calls the 
most disaster-prone nation in the world. Funded by the 
Global Partnership for Education and the World Bank, 
Storian wetem han, which means using hands to com-
municate, will hopefully be fully deployed in this South 
Pacific nation by 2024.

*   *   *
In Minnesota, Personal Care Assistants (PCAs)—

those who assist the disabled and elderly with daily liv-
ing and household tasks—bargaining through the SEIU 
Healthcare Minnesota union, have reached a tentative 
agreement with the state to provide an incremental pay 
raise over the next couple of years up to a minimum of 
$20 per hour in 2025, a 31% raise overall, which affects 
about 20,000 PCAs. In July 2021, PCAs won increases 
in wages, time off, and increased training. The disabled 
have historically been underserved and treated as dispos-
able members of society. The PCAs they often need have 
received low pay and limited benefits, leading to high 
turnover and job vacancies. That women of color are over-
represented in this workforce is a sign of the racism and 
sexism that continue to exist in the U.S. If the tentative 
contract is approved, it is hoped more people will become 
and remain PCAs in Minnesota.

*   *   *
The UN International Day of Persons with Disabili-

ties, observed annually on Dec. 3, was founded for all 
disabled people to have full human rights and well-being 
in every part of society. This year’s theme is “Transfor-
mative Solutions for Inclusive Development.” Currently, 
about one billion people worldwide are disabled, 80% of 
them living in developing countries. Almost half are over 
60. An estimated one of every five to one of ten women 
and one of every ten children are disabled. Here are some 
stories that reflect last year’s theme:

• The Invisible Disabilities Association raises 
awareness about disabilities that many overlook, such as 
mental illness. Stiff Person Syndrome, which singer Ce-
line Dion recently revealed she has and which impairs the 
brain and/or spinal cord, is another invisible disability. 

• A disabled teen from Alberta, Canada, with a pros-
thetic arm and glove is a top ringette goalie—even though 
she had been told many times that she would be unable to 
do that and many other things. 

• Paralympian Elizabeth, from Australia, used 
to hide her prosthetic arm and leg as a youth, but now 
speaks out and writes about being disabled, including 
directly confronting people who try to belittle her. 

• Disabled people continue to found support groups, 
disability rights groups and other organizations. They 
and others can learn about filmmaking and the film in-
dustry from Bus Stop Films’ Accessible Film Studies Pro-
gram.

HANDICAPTHIS!

Rally in Lima, Peru, in December 2022, protesting the arrest of Pedro Castillo and 
the violent repression of demonstrations.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/11/12/democratic-state-legislatures-midterms/
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Just days after Lula da Silva had taken office as 
President, right-wing supporters of former President Bol-
sonaro stormed the Congress, Presidential Office and Su-
preme Court in Brasilia. 

Taking a page from Trump supporters’ Jan. 6 storm-
ing of the U.S. 
Capitol, they 
are seeking 
to overthrow 
Lula’s new 
government 
and all the 
governmen-
tal institu-
tions on the 
basis of false 
claims of elec-
toral fraud. 
The demon-
strators had 
been camped 
at military 
bases seeking 
the military’s 
support to 
overthrow 
the election 
results. 

LULA FACES A POLARIZED BRAZIL
Though it appears that this would-be coup has failed, 

it is a sign of how difficult Lula’s new term in office could 
be. As opposed to a decade-plus earlier, the country is now 
deeply polarized: poverty has increased dramatically; the 
Amazon has undergone much destruction under Bolso-
naro, with criminal elements and certain business inter-
ests seeking further devastation for profit. It may have 
reached an ecological tipping point. 

The instability of the world economic situation 
will certainly affect Brazil’s economy during Lula’s 
term. Furthermore, Lula’s Workers’ Party has 
much to answer for in the corruption scandals of 
the previous period. 

Meanwhile, aren’t we lucky to have Bolsonaro with 
us in Florida?!

Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an or-

ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in 
its private property form as in the U.S., and in 
its state property form calling itself Commu-
nist, which appeared as the Russian Revolution 
was transformed into its opposite. That retro-
gression anticipated the next stage of develop-
ment—the age of state-capitalism. We stand for 
a society of new human relations, what Marx 
called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au-
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation—activities which signaled a 
new movement from practice that was itself a 
form of theory. News & Letters was created so 
that the voices of revolt could be heard unsepa-
rated from the articulation of a philosophy of 
liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit-
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907–1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, 
was editor of the paper from 1955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be-
tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs-
kaya’s three major works.

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today 
(1958), established the American roots of Marx-
ism while presenting a comprehensive attack 
on present-day Communism, which is a form of 
state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in its 
original form as “a thorough-going Naturalism or 
Humanism,” while pointing to the new Human-
ist philosophy expressed by the working class. It 
presented history and theory as emanating from 
the movement from practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it historical-
ly, caught the link of continuity with the Human-
ism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, the 
integration of dialectics and organization reflects 
the revolutionary maturity of the age and the 
passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 

Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a con-
tinent of thought and of revolution in his youth 
to the “new moments” of his last decade. Writ-
ten for our time of revolutions in developing 
countries, the rise of the international women’s 
liberation movement, and global economic cri-
sis, it reveals the absolute challenge to make real 
Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the deter-
minant for the relationship of theory and prac-
tice and as ground for organization.

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civilization 
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 1983) 
concretizes it on the American scene and shows 
the two-way freedom road between the U.S. and 
Africa.

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough—her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes—and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de-
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 
revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 

to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevska-
ya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World De-
velopment, deposited at Wayne State University 
in Detroit and available to all.

We aim to continue to develop Marxist-
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of organiza-
tion rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: 

“It is our aim…to promote the firmest 
unity among workers, Blacks and other minori-
ties, women, youth and those intellectuals who 
have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of both 
capital and labor.” We do not separate mass ac-
tivities from the activity of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution of 
News and Letters Committees or see it on our 
website: www.newsandletters.org. 

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

WORLD   VIEWIN
by Eugene Walker

For the sixth time Benjamin Netanyahu has become 
Prime Minister of Israel. This time he returned to power 
by bargaining for a government of the most extreme right: 
an ultranationalist, ultra-Orthodox coalition. 

Not only are a number of cabinet members rabidly 
anti-Arab/anti-Palestinian and now have direct power to 
implement some of their racist policies, but other ultra-
Orthodox members are intent on moving Israel toward a 
more theocratic state. This is a frightening situation not 
alone for the Arab-Israeli and Palestinian population, but 
also for the Israel Jewish population who do not share 
these extremist views. 
TRASHING A TWO-STATE SOLUTION

The coalition has been explicit in what it intends to 
try and implement. It has declared the “exclusive and in-
alienable right to all parts of the Land of Israel” for the 
Jewish people, and with that, pledged to bolster Jewish 
settlement in the West Bank. Thus any possibility for a 
two-state solution, of a Palestinian state, is excluded.

Netanyahu’s appointment of two ultranational-
ists—Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich—to 

Israeli fanatics threaten Palestine, Israel
posts dealing with the occupied territories and 
with West Bank settlements shows the provoca-
tive direction of the new government in relation to 
Palestinians.

Just two days after taking office, Israel’s new min-
ister of national security Ben-Gvir made a visit to a Je-
rusalem holy site, which previously sparked demonstra-
tions and violent confrontations between Palestinians 
and the Israel police and military. Ben-Gvir is from the 
Jewish Power party, and now has oversight over the police 
and authority to control additional forces, including the 
Border Police unit that works in the occupied West Bank. 

Smotrich, who favors annexation of the West 
Bank and is from the Religious Zionist Party, will 
serve as minister for agencies that are responsible 
for construction of settlements in the West Bank.

Besides the coalition having power over the security 
force and for administering occupied territories, a third 
area where the extreme right wing under Netanyahu is 
seeking far-reaching changes is the judiciary. Histori-
cally, the Israeli Supreme Court has acted somewhat as a 
break against extremist polices. But Netanyahu, for both 
personal (his indictment for corruption) and political rea-
sons, wants to change the law so that the Israeli Knesset 
can, by a simple majority vote, overrule the Court, thus 
eliminating an important democratic guard rail.
MOVING FROM OCCUPATION TO ANNEXATION

Moving from the ultranationalist side of Netanyahu’s 
coalition, what has he promised the ultra-Orthodox, 
known as Haredim? As The New York Times reported, 
he “has promised ultra-Orthodox leaders a new, separate 
city for Haredim where the Haredi lifestyle would guide 
planning. He has agreed to increase funding for Haredi 
seminary students and provide access to government 

jobs without university degrees. And he has pledged a 
wide range of government handouts for the Haredi school 
system.” 

It has been 55 years since Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories began. The new governing 
junta seeks to move from occupation to annexation. 
It seeks to force Israel toward a theocratic state. 

These are dangerous threats to the Palestinian and 
secular Israelis, indeed to the existence of Israel. Already 
the first demonstrations by Israelis have taken place. 
Palestinian protests are sure to erupt. Is it only an illu-
sion or just pure romanticism to see the possibility for a 
new, cautious unity?

In the end, this is just a big prison where you can 
work. Nobody would be here if they had any other option, 

and Qatar knows it. What we are seeing here is modern 
slavery.

—Ugandan migrant worker 
In 2010 Qatar, through bribery and corruption, won 

the right to 
stage the 
recently 
completed 
2022 World 
Cup. In the 
dozen years 
before the 
tourna-
ment, seven 
huge new 
stadiums 
were built 
at the cost 
of hundreds 
of billions of 
dollars. 
In addition, 

supporting infrastructure—hotels, airport, etc.—cost bil-
lions more. But, who built these enormous structures, 
and at what human cost?
THE HUMAN COST OF QATAR’S CAPITALISM

The vast majority of the work was done by non-Qatari 
migrants, imported as laborers, construction workers, 
cooks, security guards, cleaners, etc. The Guardian, more 
than a year before the games opened, reported the fol-
lowing: “6,500 migrant workers have died in Qatar since 
the World Cup was awarded.” This only included workers 
from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, 
and not the deaths of workers from other countries, in-
cluding large numbers from the Philippines and Kenya. 

Qatar’s government listed the vast majority of 
deaths as being from “natural causes.” But these 
were primarily young and middle-aged construc-
tion workers. Is death from heat stroke under the 
elevated temperatures in this part of the Middle 
East a “natural cause”?

While migrant labor working on World Cup facilities 
garnered the most attention, the fact is that Qatar has a 
labor force of some two million. This, in a country whose 
citizens make up only abut 15% of its population. The rest 
are migrants, the vast majority male laborers. Women 
make up only 25% of the population, and many of them 
are also migrant workers.

Qatar, one of the richest countries in the world, runs 
on sweated migrant labor. In Doha, Qatar’s capital, mi-
grants work at various jobs sometimes for 12 hour shifts—
and then are transported to their labor camps en masse. 

The migrants, who keep the entire country running, 
are at work or the labor camps—in essence, a confined 
existence, “a prison where you can work.”

Migrants die in Qatar

Bolsonaro supporters tear the coat of arms off the 
Supreme Court building and then take it over.

After Brexit come strikes
Great Britain is in a cost of living crisis. Newspapers 

are publishing “Heat or Eat Diaries.” “We live on cereal 
and soup, I ration washing my hair—what else can I give 
up to survive?” says one entry. “I never thought I’d be 
grateful for my auto-immune illness. But a doctor’s letter 
means at least my heating can’t be cut off,” notes another. 
Besides these individual struggles, collective actions—
strikes—are breaking out throughout the country
SERVICE WORKERS LEAD STRIKE WAVE

Public service workers in a host of different occu-
pations are striking or planning to. Facing double-digit 
inflation and continuing deterioration of the National 
Health Service (NHS), some 100,000 nurses carried out 
a one-day strike. 

Railway workers halted the majority of train 
services. Postal workers struck. Baggage handlers, 
bus drivers, road crew and energy-company work-
ers are among others engaging in strike actions. 
The reaction of the Conservative Party Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak was typical: promising to intro-
duce anti-strike legislation in Parliament. 

The crisis in England—the first practitioner of in-
dustrial capitalism—is beyond the immediacy of high 
inflation and looming recession, as important as they 
are. Brexit—the British exit from the European Union 
engineered under false pretext by Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and his cohorts—has certainly been an impor-
tant catalyst for Britain’s dire economic situation. 

Conservatives’ determination to cripple the 
NHS is part and parcel of a neoliberal classist men-
tality. At the same time, British Labour, since the 
days of Tony Blair, has barely been even social dem-
ocratic in its outlook and policies. 

Hopefully the labor militancy now taking place can 
show a way forward. 

Right-wing Brazilians 
storm the capitol

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/feb/23/revealed-migrant-worker-deaths-qatar-fifa-world-cup-2022
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