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WORKER'S JOURNAI.

By Charles Denby, Editor
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

’ Many workers feel see and smell the rotten filth of |
this:world we live in, and ‘practically everyone knows that |
it is not the kind of ‘world we prefer. If our thoughts
take us throughout the world to Africa, where a revolu-
tion is going on day by day, we see people are- struggling

~and dying, trying to make a new world for. themselves.

THEORY IMPORTANT TO WORKERS
This issue of the paper has in it a special supplement
on the:Afro-Asian revolutions for the purpose of -dealing

~with these situations in more detail than in any

issue-before. I hope that every worker will read through
this supplement. It may seem to be theory today, but

; theory is more important for workers than it is for. the |

educated and -intellectuals. To" workers who have asked

“me about News & Letters I have said it believes that work- 7
. ers ean think as well as they can work. .

. ~We believe there should be no separation between

- thinking and domg What is basically wrong with the
world we live in, and this includes our work, is that our |\

tHoughts have been dominated and controlled to the point
where they make us believe that the bosses, the professors,

and the intellectuals should do~our thinking and planning, | f

and we are only to do the manual labor.
How many thousands of times have workers heard a
foreman or superintendent say, “You’re not here to think.”

~¢They are saying, “You are not to think of theory,.or try to
‘theorize about anythmg, just do as you are told. This con- |

ception is mainly what is wrong in Afrlca, China, Russm
and here in the U-S. A.’

~ - I remember a mass meeting at Ford Local 600 a 11tt1e
over a decade ago, where some 85 thousand workers at-
tended an outdoor rally to hear John L. Lewis speak. He

‘said, “The working people are the most powerful force. |

All of you here can change anything, The World is resting
on the shoulders of the workers.”
It is'true, but if we decided to change condltmns Lers

- would also say he or some other leader should lead us, and

in the end sell us out. But it would be a d1fferent story if
we decided to control our own destmy ’ ;
BRAINS AND MUSCLES

“Intellectuals say their part is to do the thmkmg for
the workers. It is not that workers do not need the unity
of the infellectuals. They more than need, they want this-

- unity. But they do not want it on the basis that the in-

tellectuals should-do the thinking and workers the work-
ing. Each must do both thinking and working.

’ ‘One of the daily papers recently carried the pxctures
of the June 17, 1953 revolt of the East German workers
against the Russwm totalitarian regime. They also men-

~ tioned the slave labor revolt at Vorkuta and the Hungarian

Revolution 0f:1956. From reading this paper one could get

. the impression that these people were struggling {o get

from under the Russian rulers only in order to get over
to the American way of life. These workers were strug-
gling,. and dying for total freedom. A new world and a
totally new society. This is what the African’ people\are
struggling for. When this theory and practice are com-
bined with the workers the world over these so called
leaders. of the working people will be swept aside..

News & Letters believes that the working people are

~the only force in the world today capable of changing pres- |

ent day society and shapmg the form of the future society.

‘This is true not only in the U. S. but all over the world.
.This is why we have the supplement on how Marxist Hu-
manism is the point that binds their struggles and our
struggles in this country as well.

We hope in both cases it will be a two way road and
we hope especially our African friends W111 let us know
what they think.

ANALYSIS OF WORLD EVENTS
WITH WORKERS’ ARTICLES

"This issue of News & Letters, for example, desplte the
fact that 4 pages are given over to an analysis of the Afro-
Asian revolutions maintains its own form of a workers’
paper. What we cut down on are some of the columnists.
We have at the same time retained all the workers stories

“they themselves have written.
©  We certainly think that the working people the world |

over are answering affirmatively the question can man be
ifree in this age of totalitarianism? The bell for freedom
that has been hkeard in Eastern Europe sounded in Africa

-as well and will ring out also in America.

SUBSCR!BE T@ NEWS AND LETTERS $'!

- ground shelter.

“be “unrealistic” to think that if a weapon has been in-
vented, it would not be used.

By-Products of Automat:on

-

New ‘Boom’ Means Cut in Wuges

And More Unemploymeni for Workers'

BY ANGELA TERRANO
An unemployéd auto worker who recently got a job in

Letters, “I was happy to get the job, of course, but then I couldn’t refuse either because of S

the welfare. I was out of work some 8 months.

a small factory told News &

“I used to make $2.43 an hour at Chrysler. I now make $1.25. There is no union.: ‘
He lays off whoever he wants whenever he wants. I work 8'to 10 hours a day, many i

times Saturdays, with no. tlme and a half for over time.

H-BOMB WARFARE

" 23 million Americans would die the first day if an H—
"bomb was dropped on this country. Another 26 million
would die subsequently from wounds sustained that first
day. In a word, no less than 50 million Americans, or more
than a fourth of the-total population would die, should
H-bomb warfare break out. Anothe® 20 million would be
injured, and while they might live, they might give birth
‘to deformed generations. “These are the facts of life if
nuclear war should ever come to our borders,” Mr. Eugene
J. Quindlen of the Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization
said to a sub-committee of the Joint Congressional Atomic
Energy Committee.

HORRORS OF NUCLEAR WAR

Scientists proceeded further to spell out the horrors of
such a war by showing that, depending on winds and other
factors when the H-bomb should have been dropped, as
much as 759, of the population of a city like Boston would
be killed. Other cities might bring deatk to “only 15%
of the population” but thensone couldn’t really be sure of
the health of future generations “for ten generatlons”'

MADMEN OF HISTORY

This graphic account of the horrors of nuclear warfare
evoked the most fantastic reactions on the part of the|

august Senators. Onre shouted at the scientist whether hey

meant to imply that countries on which no bomb was
dropped would be. “safe” from the effects of a nuclear war,
and thus cause neutralisin to grow not only among the
Asian countries, but in Western Europe. Another Senator
thought this was the time for laughter and said he would
rather be “taking a shower” than running to an under-

Not to be outdorie by this display of utter madness
on the part of the Senators, the CBS “news analyst”, Mr.
Howard K. Smith, followed up the showing of the hearing
on TV with the statement that it was the “concensus of
opinion in Washington” that the horrors of nuclear war
were just too horrible: to contemplate and “therefore”
(sic!). the tendency will be to stop cutting the regular
military expenditures and begin spending more money on
“conventional military warfare.” Whereupon the military
specialists began to write long dissertations that it would

Isn’ t it time to replace the insanity of the established

}eadershl_p with the sanity of the working people? »

on 50 hiours of work a week

I make enough to support:

my family so they will not
give me anything. $62.50-a
week for myself, my wife
and 5 children. :

“As far as the auto shop is=
: -concerned I've heard that. -
only a very few have gotten .+
'back, those that repldaced the -

Workers that retired or have
dropped dead from the

'speed-up: The death rate has - -
| climbed. way up these last

few months :
contract was signed. The -
men that are 55 and 60 just .

since the “last

ecan’t take it.-

- “Like I said, T am glad to
be working- but you can’t

‘say the small factory, owner. . ...
doesn’t work you. I am just -

like the auto workers, some-
times I just fall out when I
come home from work. -

“QOne of the laid off women
auto workers from my de- .
partment with over 20 years '
was told by the upion that
all that were to be called
back are back and are now
facing another lay-off.
AS IN AUTO SO IN
OTHER INDUSTRIES

Structural Steel and un-
emptoyed iron workers
Detroit have been ‘forced to
take jobs paying below
union scale.

One worker, a machine op-~

erator who had been making

$3 an hour as a skilled work-

er, is now working the same -

]Ob for a company that pays
him a $1 less. He works in
this company’s 'n o n-union
shop, while their organized:
shop is out on strike.
“RECESSION,
“DEPRESSION,”

“BOOM™!!! .
In the last few weeks
workers’ families have heard-
all kinds of new tactics tell~
ing them the “recession” is -
not only “over” but if -we

don’t watch out this “boom”. "
that we are going into will = = .
soon bust if stop gaps are not e
-prepared for now. £

Jt is reported that employ--

ment has now picked up so -

greatly that 66,000,000 are-
now working, due partly to
a pickup in farm work.
Some putitanother way,

|“The employment benefit

rolls-show that unemploy--
ment is just a little above
the pre-recession level. L

What does this twist in
statistics and numbers mean

‘to worklng people and their

~ (Continued on Page 8)

-,

“The welfare figures that .
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EMPLOYED AUTO WORKERS)
INCREASED SPEED-UP

'FACE

DETROIT — The'y don’t
‘raise production any more
by raising,the quotas. Pro-
‘duction is at top capacity.
They just take 2 or 3 guys
off the job and that’s worse.
It meant you do 2 or 3 men’s
work.

One man that was out a

long time and just came back |

said, “Lincoln was supposed
to-have freed the slaves but
. it looks like no one freed the
.. ones that work at Chrysler.”
'SPEED-UP AT A
MAN-KILLING PACE.

Now every one stands be:

hind you and watches you.’

You used to know who the

TURNS AWAY FROM MEN
AFTER ELECTIONTO
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

SCOTT'S RUN, W. Va—
This young miner was a real
fireball. He’'d blast both the
- company and union officers
-when hé felt the men weré
being mistreated about any-
. thing whatsoever.

He'd . take nothing from
nobody, and I had seen him
shut a section down for a
half hour on several occa-

“sions to 'get an unsafe condi-
tion corrected -He was run-
ning a buggy and simply re-.
fused to run. his machine
-under what he consuiered to

" be bad top. '

And while the necessary

' work was being done, he'd

‘keep yp a needling stream of
~comments going about how
much the boss, who was
right there, was worried
‘about losing production.
AT UNION MEETINGS
¢ - Among his favorite targets
Wwere the union officers, who
“dreaded to see him come to
a union meeting. It hardly
ever failed for him to get up
~at a meeting and accuse the
officers of being afraid of

-~ management and never do-

ing what the men had in-
structed them to do.”™ ~
“You guys are just afraid
of sticking your necks out
~for the men,” he’d say, “and
" -unless ‘you're willing to do
~ that,” you have no business
‘being -an officer. -
COMPANY
UNDERSTANDS—

. STRIKE!

“All we hear is what the
company “wants, not what
the men want. The way I see
if, it’s simple. You tell them
A what the men want. If they
. don’t agree, a strike will let
them know you mean busi-
ness. You keep making ex-
cuses for the company and
the men will never have any
confidence in you. But you
v-show them you’re willing to

’ ~.~do your part and they’ll be

+ with you all the way.”
. One of his pet peeves was
. the sneaky practice of the
company trying to get one
‘man working on a machine
by himself and he’d never
tire of blasting both the com-
-pany and union when he
heard of this.

It was natural for the men
to elect him to the grievance
committee. But then a
change began to take place
“ip him.

Umon and company offi-

time study.man was, but not
now. After watching a work-
er one ‘of them might say,
well that man has .2 extra
minutes in which he can do
this other job.

Take a job I was on, it
wasn’t my regular job. I
just couldn’t do it. Not only
did you have to weld but vou
had to unclamp the job as
well. Unclamping used to be
a separate®job and it was
classified-as a laborer’s job.
He used to loosen up so

"|many clamps, but then they

started the welders un-
ctamping. They started “off
with one welder loosening
3 out of 12 or 15. Another

gun welder at another point!

would loosen 2 or 3 more
and so on until they elimin-

_jated the laborers altogether.

Now the guy that unclamps
has to weld and take the job
off the line.
EMPLOYED WORKLD
TO DEATH ’

‘While I was on "the job
there was still a laborer on

the line and he was working
next to me. He told me| he
would unclamp it for me and
that was okay, but it lasted
a day. The next day they
tpok him off the ‘line! They
just eliminated one mbre
man from the job.

“When you come h e
from work these days ou
have no feeling, you're de d!
'WHAT HAPPENED |
TO THE UNION? |

1t seems they turn eve y~
thing against you. The unjon
used to see -about these
things: It used to be that he
comapny- could ask you
work a job that was pay ng
less and you would still
your pay scale. You di n”c
mind for one or two days| if
it wasn’t one of those kllhng
jobs. The union vvould
that workers got -easier
once in a while. Even on he
line there would be enongh
‘workers to allow othels
have some relief from .
speed up.

Now like I sald the Wel er

" does 'the job of two men and

they eliminate the laborer.
S .Chrysler
Produttion \’Vor er

An Open Letter

EVICTED CHAVEZ

TELLS THEIR SIDE OF STORY

RAVINE FAMILY!

Editor’s Note: The recent evictions of families in Chavez Ravine,
near Los Angeles, in which one family had been carried ut
bodily when they refused to leave, “won atfention across  the
country. We publish here excerpts from an open letter sent by this
last evicted family to the Mayor and City Council officials, |in
answer to the accusatlon that they had “continued to flout

the law.”

“At no time d1d we think
that we could take the law
into our own hands and get
away with it. How could
anybedy in his right mind
ever think that a 63 year old
woman could do that. My
mother had enough sense to

think that they, were being |

thrown out of their homes

-without being paid the right

amount for their land; two
homes and .three lots—$10,-
000. In 1953 this same land
,was appraised for $17,500 . . .
Surely, the courts could
have been more lenfent in
taking possession of our
land, at least replacement
market value. Throwing my
parents out on the street like

cials began bombarding him
with the obligations he had
to represent the ~contract.
It was pounded in him that
he could no longer think in
terms of what he-or the men
felt was right..All he could
think was what the contract
said.
MUST. OBEY CONTTRACT
NOT MEN

The company began to
give him a lot of overtime
work on easy jobs, then be-
gan buttering him up by
hinting that he’d make a
good boss and that he had
all the qualifications to be
one. At one time he would
have considered such a state-
ment an insult, but not now.

He said less and less about
violations and dangerous
practices - and began- using

the excuse he had criticized ||
in other officers before—that |}

a man would have to bring
a case to the committee be-
fore anything could be done.

He now works on a. sec-
tion where there is one man
on a machine and in the local
meetings tells’ the men that

|he is not going to stick his

1eck out. for anyone.

®

animals—is that due proc
of law? o
“The property that

parents accumulated in
years they occupied
sweat out of their bodyra
ours. My father had a Mo el
T Ford. On that truck we
went to Fresno and picked
fruit. We did this for about
8 or 9 years. It used to take
us about a week to get’there:
So the people, themselves,
can see that my pare ts
made quite a
have what they had — 2
houses and a lot-in Chavez
Ravine. The first step in
taking' possession of their
land was for a housing’proj-
ect. That was abandoned.
Does the Housing Authority
now have the right to sell
our land to the City and they
in turn to sell it to Mr.
O’Malley for a private ball
park? We are not opposing
the park. It is the principle
of the thing. It’s the manner
“n which they took posses-
sion of the land. I still can’t
believe that’s the right pro-
cess of law and justice.

“You stated that you were
surprised to hear that the
Arechigas hadextensive
land holdings. Is it a crime
because every member of
the family is buying a home
to live in? ... . My parents
are old but they still have
some pride, Do you think

SS

A‘—Wu—g—q”

sacrifice to’

'Wuy of ihe World

By I«;thel Dunbar

THE NEGRO PEOPLE AND THE WHITE SOUTH

Th1s is the wrong time for
the  white South to be acting
up!. They have caused- all
these crazy things to happen
to *each other. The other day
news came over the:radio

happened This time to the
Goldsmith girls. They \Nere
called the prettiest girls in

the South. A few white men .

said they were too pretty

that Governor Faubus saidqfor colored men, They de-

that before he would see in-
tegration in the South, he
would rather see the Rus-

Ol sians drop one of their Atom

bombs and destroy the

t|whole United States. Hel

would rather see everybody
dead than to see Negro and
white people walking and
€ltalking, sitting and eating to-
5| gether. He went on to say

that if the older white would:

know this, they would rise
O\ from their graves and Kkill
€| 4ll white people that live in
the South for letting the gov-
ernment have integration
come to the South.

A DIFFERENT STORY

If a reporter had heard a
1\4egro say such a thing about
the Russians dropping a
bomb on the U.S. because

the white people don’t treat

us right, and they refuse to
give the Negro people thetr
freedom, then you would see
all the police in the South
arresting every colored per-
son they could get inta thelr
jails.

THE WHITE SOUTH

One time in Alabama in
1929, when a white man
caught himself raping Mary
Annie Williams he beat her
up so she wouldn’t tell any-
body. He took her down the
road a piece and she took a
knife and cut him to death.
She came back to town and
went to- jail herself. When
her trial was held she: said,
“Mr. Judge, I killed Mr. Sel-
lers because he was trying
to take what I had and I
did not want what he had.”
The judge took her in: the
back room and told her that
she better leave town quick-
ly and never come back. She
left and never went back. -

In 1932 another incident

for a minute that they want
to live with their inlaws?
My father is now living id
his car, thanks to you . ..
“In no way did we try to
give our beloved Los An-
geles a bad name. What kind

of Mexican-Americans’

would we be to disparage
the name of the place where
all'the members of the fami-
ly were born. We're accus-
tomed to ‘live in the free
American way, because we
are Americans, of Mexican
descent, and proud to be . ..
It’s not easy to give away
things that you have: won
through hard work K and
sweat out of your body . .

Come One Come Al . ..

ANNUAL PICNIC
Los Angeles NEWS & LETTERS Committee

ELYSIAN PARK — LOT 3
Sunday, August 2, 1959—11 A. M to 5 P.M.
Mexican Food—Rafﬂe——Games—-—Pmata
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

cided to try their luck and
took guns and ran the father
out of -his own home. They

were going to do what they

wanted to his daughters. The
father went to his sons’ home
and got a gun. He had his
sons stand around his house
to wait for the other bad
white men while he went
into his house and killed the
three bad men who ran him
out of his home and attacked
his daughters. He went 1o
jail himself.. When his trial
was held this is what he said,
“Mr. Judge, the law - says

that any man should protect

his own home with.-some
kind of weapon. I am the
man of my house and 1 had
to protect my children from
these men. The Judge had
seen that the courthouse was
surrounded with colored
men with guns, ready to kill.
He took the man . into the
little back room and told hing
to leave town as quickly as
he could and  never come
back agajn and so he did.

That was another case the

Negro people won and saved

a Negro life from the chair
because they stuck together.

THE “RECORDS"
ARE THE THING!

Detroit — They have a
new procedure at work if
a. man has to go to first
aid. It used to be that you
just told your foreman

and took off, and if it was. -
very serious you some-

times didn’t even stop to
tell the foreman. Now
you have to get two slips
~ from the foreman, which
he stamps with the time
you leave. At first aid
they stamp the time you
are there and keep one
for .their  records. The

. ‘other one you bring back

to your foreman to turn
in to the front office.

* The other day I got a
little cut on- my finger
and it only took me a
minute to go to first aid
to get a bandage on it.
But I lost the slip some-
how on my  way back.-
The foreman got all ex-
cited and told me I'd have
to go back and find it

I told him that was
silly, I had only been gone

a minute, and he hadn’t
even missed .me.

The foreman said he

had to have it. He said it

wasn’t important -about-

the time I'd lose, what -

was important was their
records. And he just had
to have that slip, so his”
records would agree with
first aid’s when they
counted them'.up in ‘the
front office. =~ -~ . .
L ' Disgusted
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