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PART 1l

lmpermllsm, Racismvs.

I.ubor and Minorities

‘siSubversive” s a favorite expression of the
F.B.1., the Presidency, the "Attorney General, and
Congress J.” Edgar Hoover, John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy, Robert F. Kennedy, not to mention Congress
and -the mad dog it considers its watchdog—the
House Un-American Activities Committee — are
certainly armed with immense, with world-shaking
powers, which :they, in their search, harassment,
and persecutlon of what they conceive to be sub-
versives, -use individually and collectively.

“Yet all ‘these kings’ horses and all these kings’
men can’t seem to uncover the most openly read
and popular hate sheet ealling itself “Rebel Under-
ground,” circulated on the University of Mississippi
campus, which ~highly: touts -such seditious issues
as (1) calling for the execution of President Ken-
nedy, (2) referring to United States Marshals exe-
cutmg a Supreme Court Decision for desegregating
‘. §chools “as. “murderous paranoids”; (3) hinting, in
no uncertain terms however, that Sidna Brower, the
courageous. editor of the student paper which dared
criticize: the mobs that reign over that campus,. is

" a “foul” wench;” (4) making life an unbearable .

ordeal not only .for ‘the Negro James H. Meredith,
but for any’ ‘whites whose - attitudes are a shade
less racist than their ‘own moronic stew of bigotry;
and - (5) frothing_ at the mouth against “the anti-
Christ Supreme Court.” This isn’t “just kids’ stuff.”
This is the voice of those who were  responsible
for two actual murders, one of a foreign correspond-
ent accredited; not to - a battlefield in the Congo,
but to the United States to report on “the American
way of life.” This is: the voice of the Governor,.not
only of Mississippi; but -of Alabama; and the voice
of their ¢counterparts in the Southern bloc in Con-
gress, as well

In January 1963, a new Governor came to the
helm in a state that vies with the magnolia jungle
as the staunchest outpost of racism on this side of
diamond apartheid, shouting his sedition for all the
world to hear. Not: only, says this paragon of “law
and order” in the state of Alabama, is he, Governor
Wallace, for “Segregation today, tomorrow and for-
ever,” but he will organize to spread this doctrine
to the ‘North. He judges by the manner in which
the KKK, after World I, spread North. He forgets
that this-ambition of his is out of tune with these
times—and beyond his capacities. This is so not
because of ‘the established powers at Washington,
D.C.; but:-because the self-activity of the Negroes
~has.made ‘it so. Indeed -all this white Southern
“howling::at .the winds is due to the unbridgeable
gulf. between the post-World War I era -and the
.post-World:- War II age when the Negro, far frem
running. defensively away from lynching, has taken:
the offensive. for his full rights on all fronts, and
-most -of..all in the Seuth.

In contrast to the initiative of the Southern Negro
the “whole- -world is witness to the shilly-shallying,
dilly-dallying of the Kennedy Administration. At a
time when  the world, crisis and challenge .from
-totalitarian Russia demands the very essence of total
-democracy, and his. own “will” would like tp express
itself with.a New England rather than a Southern
twang, the peculiar American capitalism. that has
been - both- ‘raised - up, and thrown back by the

belatedness of its revolution, eompels him to bridle:

* his “will.”. Capitalism, not capitalism in general, but
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American capitalism as it expanded after the Civil
War, sharpened ' the basic contradictions of the
historic environment in which it functioned for this
capitalism was tied to the cotton plantations. As we
wrote in Part I, “What the Southern 'bloc bellows
in congress may irritate the sensitive ears of the

. Harvard man in the "White House, but when he

comes down -South  they tell hlm what to do.”

- Of . Patriots, Scoundrels

And Slave-Masters

For global power’s sake the Administration pres-
ently tries to explain away the tortoise pace on the
civil rights front on the ground that, when the chips
are down, the white South becomes at once trans-
formed into ‘“‘pure patriots.”” Samuel Johnson has
long ago noted that patriotism has ever been the
last resort of scoundrels. Nowhere and at no time

~ was this truer than in the benighted South of today.

"~ Even so conservative a writer as the Swedish
scholar, Gunnar Myrdal, had to write that the war,

whlch had increased the mlhtancy of the Negro,
had only one effect on the Southern white liberals
—they refused--to -continue the little cooperation
they had started with the Negro intellectuals against
. discrimination unless the latter accepted,. nay,
avowed, social- segregation. So myopic of view is
that region that the following passed for the words
of a liberal! It is Mark Etheridge, ex-chalrman of
the FEPC, writing in- The Virginia Quarterly . of
July, 1942: “There. is no power ‘in the world—not
even the mechanized armies of the earth,'the Allied
and the Axis—which can. now force the Southern
white people to abandonment of social segregation.
It’'s a cruel disillusionment, bearing germs of strife
and perhaps tragedy, for any of their (Negroes)
leaders to tell them that they can expect it, or that
they. can exact it, as the price of their participation
in the war.” Mr. Myrdal had to con¢lude on the
following note: )

“ ... The region is exceptional in Western non-
fascist civilization since the Enlightenment in that

In this issue we. bring you the second part of
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL: The Eman-
cipation Proclamation, 100 Years After. It draws to-
gether all the lines of theory and struggle for free-
dom which have gone into the makmg of the Amer-
ican mind, and shows why it is the urgent task of
our -age to fulfill the still unfulfilled promise of
Emanc1pat10n
. .As part-of meeting that challenge, we propose
to publish Part I, whlch appeared in the January

. issue, and Parts II, III and IV which appear as
this special issue, in pamphlet-form.

Too long has the truth of the American Negroes’
contributions to freedom in shaping the past and
present history of this nation been - disregarded,
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distorted or maligned- by historians. This is. no-
where seen more clearly than in Detroit, where the
Negro community is rightly aroused and is at this
moment organizing an offensive against the ‘white
supremacist 1nterpretat10n of - American history
that runs rampant in the textbooks used to teach
children in the Detroit: school system. There is
nothing that- has ever been printed beforé that

‘of racial bigotry than the wide circulation and read
ing of this proposed pamphlet.

AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL is our
true history. Help us to. publish the pamphlet
NOW by making your contribution as generous
as possible.
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it lacks every trace of radical thought. In the Soiith
all progressive thinking going further than mild

"liberalism has been practlcally non-existent fo;y a

century.” (1)

It should bé obvious that the South’s patrlotlsm‘

lasts only so long as the Negroes. don’t insist that
the white South give up its slave master mentality.

The blindness to all this on the part of the
Administration' is self-induced even as its impotence
is self-imposed. There is no need whatever for the

Federal power—fruly an awesome world might—to
shy away at the challenge of a single state, espe-

cially when that state'is so dependent on military
contracts . from the Federal Government for the
major part of what economic power it has, were it
not for its own desire. The Ford management-trained
Secretary of Defense can tell the President the

- ‘exact extent of Federal aid if Mr. Kennedy didn’t

know that—a.nd the politics behind i

© *“Aye, there is the rub!” This is what he sets, and
it took a great deal of digging by his Harvard-trained
historian to come up with the obscure, inconsequen-
tial Lucius Q. C. Lamar as a “liberal” Southern hero

-of the past which the present needs to emulate, (2)
-1t would have been a great deal easier to find the

quotation from Wendell Phillips that told the simple
truth: “Cotton fibre was a rod of empire such as
Caesar ‘never wielded. It fattened into ‘obedience

.pulpit and rostrum, court, market-place and college

and lashed New York and Chicago to its chair of

‘State.” It. still doés.

Though cotton is king no longer, the politics based
on racism reigns supreme in the South and fills the
Halls of Congress with the abnormal might that
comes from despotic social relations, quasi-totali-
tarian politics that would topple easily enough if
the Negro got his freedom. But thereby would also
be exposed the truth of American democracy: that
the racism whicK is the basis of the political rule
of the South is acceptable to the North, and has been
so-ever since it withdrew the Federal troops from
the South in 1877, ‘

Betrayal :though that was of the Negro it was m‘

the. interests. not only of Southern politics, but of
Northern capital. The .counter-revolution came
naturally to a capitalist governmernt which had been

-¢compelled to issue-an Emancipation Proclamation

only  because it. couldn’t win the war without it.
And_ now that it can’t win the. Cold War without
some. show of democracy to its Negro: citizens “it is
fully satisfied when it gains no more than token-ism.
Because “this’ is- all 1t aims for, J. Edgar Hoover,
{who “won hls spurs’ finding: “subversives in the
underground”’ during the ‘infamous Palmer Raids
in the -early 1920’s) caniot find the single sheet in
the ‘hands of students sitting ostentatiously in the
sunshine on the benches of the Ole Miss campus.
No wonder we have advanced so little from 1877
when Union, “one and indivisible,” meant unity
forged in the struggle against labor for imperialist
adventures. To understand today’s racism as well as
tokenism, it is necessary to return to that page in
history = when 'the ‘gentleman’s agreement” = of
‘Northern capital with the South set the stage for
the unbridled violence against labor.

e e ]

1. Northern Labor Struggles
to Break Capital’s Stranglehold,
- 1877-1897

e e e e e ——]

1877, the year the Federal troops were removed
from the South, was the year they were used to
crush the railroad strikes stretching from Penn-
sylvania to Texas. The Pennsylvania Governor not
only threatened labor with “a sharp use of bayonet
and musket,” but the Federal Government did
exactly that at the behest of the captains of indus-
try. The peace paét with the Southern bourbong
meant unrestrained violence on the part of the
rplers, both North and South, against labor.

+ On" the other hand,. labor began the decade of
the 1870’s -in Europe with the Paris Commune, the
first  workers’ state in world history. So numerous
were.the American followers of the Paris Commune
that Wendell Phillips said that all that was needed
te meet a Communard is “to scratch a New Yorker.”

i The ruthlessness with which capital asserted its
rule over labor that worked long hours for little
pay, which was further cut at the will of the factory
owners every time a financial crisis hit the coun-

try, drove labor underground. The first National
. Liabor Union had a very short span of life. The

Knights of Labor that replaced it organized white
and black alike, with the result that, at its height
(1886) “out. of a total membership of one million

'no less than 90,000 were Negroes.- Nevertheless, no

Northern organization could possibly get to the
mass base of Negroes who remained overwhelm-
ingly, preponderantly in the South. For, along with
being freed from slavery, the Negroes were freed
also from a. way to make a living. Landless were
the new freedmen, and penniless.

As the 1869 Congress Resolution of the National
Liabor Union put it, “American citizenship for the
black man is a complete failure if he is proscribed

- from the workshops of the country.” When North-

ern labor emerged as a new force in the 1877

railroad strikes, Negro labor was still. South and’

still in agriculture,
The severe financial crisis of 1873 dealt a death
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blow to the Eight Hour Leagues, but not to the‘

idea for an eight-hour day. In 1884 not only the
idea, but the actions to put it into effect, were once
again initiated, this time by the Federation of
Organized Trades and Labor Unions of the United
States and Canada, later to be known as the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor. ‘

The struggle for the eight hour day during the
decade of 1880’s, however, got a blood bath: from
the .counter-revolution  initiated by the capitalist
corporations - aided amply by the government.
The anarchist labor leaders, Parsons, Spies, Fischer
and Engel, were railroaded to the gallows.

The year was 1886, a year which became the
dividing line in American labor. On the one hand,
it was the year when no less than 80,000 were out

on strike for the -eight-hour day. On the other .

hand, it- was the year in which the counter-revolu-
tion succeeded in breaking the back of the most
militant sections of  the labor movement through
the hanging and imprisonment of its leaders.

It was the year the A.F. of L. “took over” the

struggle for the eight-hour day. On the one hand
it was undeterred by the hysteria or the backing

away from the movement by the Knights of Labor -

which in that year reached its highest point of
development and began its decline. On the other
hand, the union restricted labor organization to a
craft basis. Its reliance on the upper stratum of
labor—its skilled trades—was to impel it toward

" “business unionism” and acceptance, with capital,

of membership in so-called civie federations. It
was itself involved in racism with its demand
for the “Chinese Execlusion” act, not to mention
racially separate locals for Negroes. Its disinterest
in the unskilled was to cause such isolation from
the Negro that it would become impossible to
organize heavy -industry without breaking away
from that craft union stranglechold.

And yet in the 1880’s it formed -the transition

from diffuse to concentrated labor struggles, Dur-
ing the heart-breaking 1890’s such historic battles
were fought as the steel battle of Homestead, Pa,
1892; the silver mines at Coeur d’Alene in Idaho;
and the great Pullman (Illinois) strike of 1894, led
by Eugene V. Debs who, while in jail, was to be
won over to socialism. As he put it:

“In the gleam of every bayonet ainc the flash of
every rifle the class struggle was revealed. The
capitalist class. The working class. The class

struggle.”

In retrospect, even bourgeois historians have had
to- record: “If the Homestead skirmish introduced
the nation to the use of private armies by captains
of industry, the Pullman conflict made it familiar
with two powerful engines of the federal govern-
ment—the judicial ‘ukase, known as the writ of
injunction, and the use of regular soldiers in indus-
trial dispute.” (3)

During the late 1880’s and 1890’s too, . despite
Gompers’ concept of “pure and simple trade
unions” without political overtones, much less inter-

- national relations, it was the A.F. of L. which sent

3

delegates to the newly formed second Marxist
International and got it to approve the American
suggestion for a general strike, world-wide if
possible, for the eight-hour day.

“Since a similar demonstration has already been
decided upon for May 1, 1889,” read the Inter-
national Resolution, “this day is accepted for the
international demonstration,” As we see, far from
May 1 having been “imported’ from Russia, it
was exported the world over by American laber.

Populism

- The unbridled violence of private capital—its
Pinkerton detectives and armed thugs -as strike-
breakers; the Supreme Court, with its use of the
Sherman Anti-Trust Act, not against the corpora-
tions armed to the teeth, but against the unarmed
strikers battling for the elementary right to a
livelihood; all finding their full class expression
in the use of troops by the Federal Government,
compelled both labor and agriculture to challenge
capital’s monopoly of the seats of governments.
It did so with a new mass party—the People’s
Party—more popularly called Populism, which
reached its highest point in the 1896 election.

The class struggles of the two decades, 1877 to.
1897, had shaken up capital, While labor did not’

succeed in freeing itself from capital’s stranglehold,
it had ‘seriously challenged its dominance. During

the same period agrarian discontent resulting irom

the agrarian depressions of the ’80°’s and ’90’s
completely overturned the uninhibited rule of the

Southern plantocracy Desplte the removal of the
Federal’ troops, despite its now ‘unlimited power,
the violence:of the KKK. and ‘the more bestial
lynchings; the new South experienced-a greater
overturn in social relations than' during ‘the Civil
War itself. And, as we saw in Part I -of this

‘Statement - (News & Letters, Jan. 1963), this civil

war didn’t come there on the point of 'a Yankee
bayonet. It was internal and it succeeded in estab-
lishing white .and black solidarity under thie banner
of Populism, at the very time when" the~ class
struggles in the North gave socialism rts natxve
roots among -workers and. farmers.

Intellectual Ferment

The emergence of labor as a new power affected
every aspect of life. The resulting mtellectual
ferment gave birth to muckrakers as” well -‘as
theoreticians, 'to writers of utopias as well as such
professional associations as the American Economic
Association (AEA). . The associations were born
under a leadlership - that stressed- the need to
abandon ruth}less “laissez faire,” and instead “to
humanize”’ eeonomics. .

As founder of the AEA, Richard T. Ely had pralsed .

Marx’s CAPITAL as one of the “ablest politico-
economic treatises’ ever written.” -His colleague,

- John R. Commons, laid entirely new foundations

for a world view of American:history with his:11
volume Documentary History of Industrial: Society -
and two volume History of Labor. He had.also-laid

-a totally new basis for education with. his.advice to

his students “to visit workingmen - in..their homes
and to join a labor union for only then could .the

‘needs. and aspiration of the workingelass. be. really

understood” since “books did not teach and educated
man did not know reasons for workingmen’s be-
havior.” (4)

The penny-a-liners, however, followed big capital
in. judging Richard T. Ely’s The Labor Movement
in America as “ravings of an anarchist or the dream
of a socialist.”

The fathers of American sociology ,wei'e certainly

" not unaware 0of the class struggles and the need

to humanize social relations. As against the penny-
a-liners, the muckrakers even more than sociologists,
historians and theoreticians did indeed produce -as
great a disturbance in “public opinion” as the labor
struggles did in inspiring the formation of profes-
sional movements and, above all, estabhshmg their
own political movement.

It was not any single event like the utopias
spawned by Bellamy in his Leoking Backward, or
a theory like Henry George’s single tax (though his
Progress and Property certainly stirred up a polit-
ical movement), or an expose of Standard Oil. by
Henry Demarest Lloyd. (5) In Wealth Against Com-
monwealth his exposure of private capital was inter-
laced with attacks on legislature; like the statement
that “Standard Oil had done everything with the
‘Pennsylvania legislature except to refine it.”

It was that all together their attacks on “invisible
government”’—monopoly’s - stranglehold- - on all life
—brought to the light of day the corruption in gov-
ernment, shook up legislatures as. well as public
opinion. Unforfunately the muckrakers were so busy
-searching for the invisible government . that they
didn’t see the very visible march of monopoly toward
imperialism. They wanted government. “cleansed;of
corruption,” not shorn of its -organism, its -class
composition, even as the professional societies wished
to “humanize’”’ economics, not to. establish .a. hu-
manism, that is to say, a classless, non- -exploitative
society. Monopoly’s -expansion.into imperialistic .ad-
ventures took them by surprise. . o

2. Rise of Monopoly Capital N

The United States’ plunge into imperialism in
1898 came so suddenly that Populism hardly noticed
it. Although for a decade -and more Populisin had
fought monopoly capital which gave birth to imper-
ialism, it was not weighted down by an awareness
of any connection between the two. This was not
the result only of the deflection of the struggle of
the people vs. monopoly into the narrower cha eI
of free silver vs. banker. Behind the apparent's
denness of the rise of imperialism stands the spec-
tacular industrial development after the Civil War,
The unprecedented rate of mdustnallzatmn( ‘teles:

_ scoped its v:ctory over agriculture and its trans-,

formation from competitive to monopoly capital;

Because -monopoly capital had -appeared first in
transportation—the Mld—Western wheat belt as well

o
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-as. the post-Reconstruction ' South resented .their.

veritable bondage to the railroads that controlled
the outlet of, and thus set the prices for, their prod-
ucts—the agricultural population had been the first

to revolt; the first to organize into a new political

party, and the ones mainly responsible for: getting
the first sham anti-trust Acts of 1887 and 1890.

It was this precisely which so shook up the South-
ern oligarchy that it quickly gave up its resentment
of Northern capital’s victory over agrarianism in

order to unite with its former war enemy to destroy :

their mutual class enemy, Populism. Together, North
and- South pulled out all stops—the violence of

Northern capital against labor was more than :

matched by the Southern oligarchy’s encouragement
of the revival of the rule of rope and faggot against

- a mythical “Negro domination” inherent in Populism,

That additive. of color, moreover, now had a
promissory note attached to it: a veritable heaven
on earth was promised the poor whites in the new
white-only. . enterprise. — textiles. So began “the
great slaughter of the mnocents” (6) that will first

in the late 1920’s explode into the unwritten civil |
.war. of - unarmed, starving textile workers against
.armed,: well-fed Southern monopolists — the great
. Gastonia, North Carolina strike, But for the late

18905 the. Southern . monopohsts—-m agriculture as
in industry-—became so frightened over the explo-

sive force contained in Populism, the threat to their’

rule, that they happily embraced the North, North-
ern capltal

Monopoly lcapital appeared first in transportation

‘before it appeared in industry, but from the first it

was built on Andrew Carnegie’s principle: “Pioneer-
ing doesn’t pay.” Empire building through consoli-
dations did. Swallowing up of smaller. capital,
destruction -~ of . cut-throat competition alongside
of 'monopolization, . not to mention cheating on
top of exploitation—that was the way of all great
American fortunes built by means more foul than
fair during those two decisive decades. Four times
as much acreage as had been taken up by homestead-

- ers was, given to railroad companies. Bourgeois his~ "
‘torians must record what even bourgeois politicians’

finally had to admit—after the fact, of course. In
Rise -of American  Civilization, Charles A, Beard

- states: “The public land office of the United States
was little more than a centre of the distribution of

plunder; according to President Roosevelt’s land
commission, hardly a single great western estate
had a title untainted by fraud.”

; Monopoly was on its way in all fields and w1thk'
just as unclean hands (7)—Rockefeller started the
oil trust; Carnegie steel; Morgan banking; while Jay -

Gould, ‘Leland Stanford, James J. Hill, Cornelius
Vanderbilt first kept, to railroads and then spread

tentacles outward until- all together they  impelled

the Federal Government to its imperialist path.

Slavery And Cupltallsm

Long before American capital’s discovery of- the
easy road to wealth, Marx had described European
capital’s birth: “The discovery of gold and silver
in America, the extirpation, enslavement and ‘en-

‘tombment in mines of the aboriginal population, the

beginning of the conquest and looting of the East
Indies, the turning of Africa into a warren for the
commercial hunting of  black-skins, signalized the
rosy.-dawn_of the era of capitalist production. These
idyllie proceedmgs are the chief momenta of primi-
tive. accumulation, On their heels treads the com-
mercial war of the European nations, with the globe
for a theatre . . . Great fortunes sprung up like
mushrooms in a day; primitive accumulation went
on without the advance of a shilling.”

- The capitalist leopard ‘couldn’t change its spots-

in the United States even though its primitive
accumulation had to be achieved within the confines
of its own land. Direct slavery was still the method
of developing Southern agriculiure, wage labor that

of developing industry. Despite the famous free .

farmer in the West and its seemingly endless fron-

tier, free land was still more, greatly, fantastically
more, at the disposal of railroad magnates than.

available to homesteaders, and that fact held though
the “magnates” were first to become such. Here too
“great fortunes sprang up like mushrooms in a day”
not for every man but for these who knew how to

get government to help new industrialism, hot-house -

fashion, to blossom forth into monopoly form.

It is no historic secret that the later the bourgeois
revolution against feudalism or slavery takes place,

the less complete it is, due to the height of class

opposition between capital and labor. The lateness
in- the abolition of slavery -in'"the United States
accounts for the tenacious economic survivals -of
slavery which still exist in the country.

3. Plunge Into Imperialism

Nevertheless, as the strength of Populism and
the solidarity of black and white that it forged
showed, ‘the economic survival of slavery couldn’t
have persisted, much less dominated the life of the
Negroes North as well as South, ¥F they hadn’t been

re-inforced by the “new” Northern capital, It was "

not the “psychology of Jim Crowism” that did the

reinforeing. The “psychology of Jim Crowism” is

fitself the result, not the cause, of monopoly
capital -extending its tentacles into the Caribbean
and . the Pacific as it became transformed inte im-
perialism, with the Spanish-American War.

So great, however, was the corruption of capxtal?

ism that the muckrakers were blinded by it; that

b

. is to say, diverted by it from graspmg capitalism’s

organic  exploitative nature that would maturally

transform itself into quasi-totalitarian imperialism.

The result was that when the Spanish-American War
broke out in 1898, it had the appearance of a sudden
‘manifestation out of nowhere. In truth, it was long

.building up, and Latin America had, ever since the
" . Monroe: Doctrine -of 1820, known that where ‘it can

protect it from European invasion, it could not protect
it from American aggression for which it was de-

- signed. And were we even to exclude the imperialistic
“adventure of the Mexican-American War of 1848

on ‘the excuse that it had been instigated, not by

! Northern capital but by the Southern wish to expand
“the territory for slavery, these facts that are in-

controvertible preceded the Spanish-American War:

(1) three full decades of phenomenal industrial
expansion followed the end of the Civil War; (2) three
full decades of undeclared civil war were waged
against labor in the North; and (3) the combined
might of Northern capital and the  Southern

. 4arlstocracy ‘was -‘used against the challenge from

agriculture—Populism. The removal of the Federal
troops was only. the first of the steps in this unholy
alliance which two decades later jointly ventured into
1mper1a11sm

It - could not be otherwise: The capitalistic
mentality and the slavemaster mentality are not

“very far apart when the domination of the exploit-
ers is challenged by the working people. Indeed,

monopoly capifal needed Southern racism for its
plunge into empire. North and -South, the thirst

R

for empire was brilliantly white.

“Every independence
movement in Latin Amer-
ica is immediately linked
with - a revolutionary de-
mand for the redistribution
cof farmland and the ex-
propriation of the immense

~ holdings of U.S. capitalists.”

up Africa in the previous decade. It is true that,
despite dollar diplomacy’s “lapses” in not sticking
only to the dollar profits but participating both in
marine ‘landings and - actual occupation, American
imperialism was not on the level of the spoliation
and barbarism of Europe’s conguest of Africa.

The greater truth, however, is that Theodore
Roosevelt’s “manifest destiny” does not fundament-
ally differ from Britain’s jingoistic “white man’s
burden” or from the French “mission civilisatrice”
or the German “kultur.” All white civilization showed
its barbarism - in the conquest of the ‘whole  Afro-
Asian, Latin American and Middle Eastern worlds. (9)

The debate over whether imperialism means a
search for exports and investments or imports and
“consumer choice” sheds no illumination on . the
roots of racism and its persistence over the decades
so that by now the hollowness of American democ-
racy reverberates around the globe and makes the
newly awakened giants of freedoin in the economic-
ally underdeveloped world look sympathetically to
the totalitarian Sino-Soviet. orbit which had mnot
directly oppressed it. Whether imperialism’s ex-
ploitation was due to the need for cotton.or copper, '

- coffee or copra, cocoa or diamonds, super-profits

for finance capital.or ‘“prestige” for national govern-.
ments, its inhumanity to man is what assured its
return home to -roost on native raclst as well as
exploitative grounds. .
The Spanish-American War ‘was no sooner over
than the United States began forcing the door open
to trade in China. The 1900 election campaign was
built. around this jmperialistic note. It was not
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As America shouldered the “White Man’s Burden”
she took up at the same time many Southern atti-
tudes on the subject of race. “If the stronger and

~ cleverer race,” said the editor of the Atlantic Monthly,

“is free to impose its will upon ‘new-caught, sullen
peoples’ on the other side of the globe, why not in
South  Carolina and Mississippi?” (8)' Professor C.
Vann Woodward notes that “These advenfures in
the Pacific ‘and the Caribbean suddenly brought

‘'under the jurisdiction of the United. States some

eight million people of the colored races, ‘a varied
assortment of inferior races,’ as the Nation de-
scribed them, ‘which, of course, could not be allowed
to'vote.””

The Atlantic Monthly was no exception, Professor
Woodward - reminds us . once again, ‘this time
in his article in the Progressive (Dec., 1962): “In the
pages of Harper’s, Scribner’s, Century, the North
American Review can be found all the shibboleths
of white. supremacy.” The daily press, of course,
was no- different:

“The Boston Evening Transcript of 14 January,
1899, admitted that Southern race policy was ‘now
the policy of the Administration of the very party
which earried the country into and through acivil
war. to free the slave.” And The New York Times of

10 May, 1900, reported editorially that ‘Northern k

men . . . no Ionger denounce the suppression of the

- Negro vote (in the South) as it used to be denounced

in the reconstruction days. The necessity of it under
the supreme law of self-preservation is candidly
recognized.’ ”’

Nor does that mean that the academic world

that “should” know better was any different in

New. York than in Mississippi: “The doctrines of
Anglo-Saxon . superiority by which Professor John
W. Burgess of Columbia University, Captain Alfred
T. Mahan of the United States Navy, and Senator
Albert. Beveridge of Indiana. justified and ration-
alized ‘American imperialism in the Philippines,

.- Hawail, and Cuba differed in no essentials from the
. racé theories by which Senator Benjamin R. Tillman

of South Carolina and Senator James K. Vardaman
of Mississippi justified white supremacy in the

South.”

Raclsm

This poison in the au‘ from the smell of -empire

pervaded North as well as South even as it had
already pervaded Europe as it had set about carving

merely out of the lips of a young senator from
Indiana  that we heard jubilation (10; “The Philip-
pines are ours forever . . . And just beyond the
Philippines are China’s illimitable markets. We will
not retreat from either . . . We will not renounce
our part in the miission. of our race . . .” When
MecKinley was assassinated there came to rule over
this new empire from Latin America to the Philip-.
pines, and from Hawaii to some open  doors in
China and Japan, Theodore Roosevelt—that alleged
trust buster and very real empire builder.

Racism, in the United States . and/or abroad,
helped pave the way for totalitarianism with its
cult of “Aryanism” and its bestial destruction of
an entire white race in the very heart of Europe.
(11) Those who wish to forget that at the root of
present-day apartheid South Africa was the “civiliz-
ing mission” of the white race—which meant, in
fact, such horrors as the extermination of the Hot-
tentot tribes by the Boers, of Leopold II's reduc-
tion of 20 to 40 million peaceful Congolese to 8
million—are the ones who took the extermination
of the Jews in Nazi Germany “in stride”’—until the
Nazi search for “lebensraum” meant a challenge
to their own area of exploitation,

Surely, on the 100th anniversary of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation when .the holocaust of World
War II is still fresh within the memory of living
men, it is high time to ‘stop playing psychological
games with racism. It is precisely such playing with
the question as to whether the Civil War was to be
limited only to the question of Union, and not ex-
tended to the abolition of slavery, which both pro-
longed the war and left the revolution. in- human
relations in so unfinished a state that to this day
we suffer from - its state of incompletion. In 1905
labor made one more try for a fundamental change.

4. A New Awakening of Labor,
The LW.W.

The imperialist inark of the 20th century did not
for long go unchallenged..

First, the -South: while light industry by-passed

"the Negro, heavy industry did not. Being at the very

bottom of the -social‘ structure, . capitalist -society

-pushed the Negro into the worst: paid -indusfries.

Since, however, as capitalist industrialization de-







