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New Automation — More Speed-Up
They are saying that we are in the first stage of Automation.
Some contend that there will be a second, third and fourth stage
in this development. At our last contract ratification, a worker
read a statement from a magazine by the then Secretary of
Labor, Goldberg, which said workers have not yet felt the real
effects of Automation.
As it was reported in past issues of News & Letters, statistics
show that from 1953 to 1960 Automation had eliminated 1,600,000
jobs in major industries and at the same time there was a 17%
increase in production. From 1961 to 1963 there was a 21% rise
in production as a result of Automation, while Automation was
eliminating 200,000 jobs per month. The AFL-CIO has lost onehalf million members through Automation and speed-up.
NEW MONSTERS ON STUB FRAME LINE
The automobile companies are now in the process of model
changes, and I have witnessed some of the new monster machines.
When comparing the new machines with those of past years,
one will have to say that we are entering this second stage of
Automation. Now it takes 12 workers to assemble a frame before
it is placed on the line for completion by other workers. One of
these new machines will replace all those workers on the next
model.
Reuther plays with words about his coming contract demands.
He speaks of profit-sharing, double-time pay for work over eight
hours, and the shorter work-week. Management has been quietly
watching and waiting. As soon as Reuther mentioned working
conditions by saying his union will do something about the pace
of production, Henry Ford II yelled out against his statement.
Ford said, production and more production, when he said that
"each individual worker must not be interferred with."
SCORES RALPH McGILL
Ralph McGill in his syndicated column "Marxist Philosophy
Is Outmoded by Material Progress" (Detroit News, March 13,
1964) reports that a professor at East Berlin's Humboldt University, a Robert Havemann, "has demanded in public class
room lectures that Marxism and dialectical materialism be thrown
out the window because they retard scientific progress."
McGill then goes on to say that "Marx wrote that man could
be rescued from the 'kingdom of necessity to the kingdom of
abundance' by the scientific theory which he propounded." He
further states, "Marx admittedly had much of his argument, or
dialectic, from Friedrieh Hegel."
When you read the column and know any of Marx's works
and writings, one can see how these "experts" try to confuse the
minds of people by twisting and distorting Marx — saying Stalin,
Tito, Mao and Khrushchev are all Marxists. The same is true of
dialectical materialism and the class struggle — to Marx it was
what kind of labor should man perform?
Marx's criticism of Hegel's Philosophy of Right is that it is
not the consciousness of man that determines his existence, but
on the contrary, his social existence which determines his consciousness. Where Hegel saw objective history as the successive
manifestation of "World Spirit," Marx instead placed the objective
movement in the process of production. Marx separated labor
from product, and from property, and looked for the contradiction within labor itself. Marx posed dialectically the fundamental
problem, what kind of labor should man perform; which is today
being battled out the world over.
"DESPERATE HUNGER"
Automation has made this question urgent in the United
States — which neither McGill nor professor Havermann can
answer. As McGill stated in his column, "We now have the
means of increased material welfare, but even in the more
advanced industrial states we are confronted with problems of
unemployment; surplus food commodities are needed to keep a
shocking number of persons from desperate hunger."
The reason the "experts" do not have the answer is because
they can only see wealth and technological development outside
of the working people.
Marxism is in the aspirations and actions of the working
class. As far as today, nothing short of a philosophy, a total
outlook, which Marx first called not "communism," but "Humanism," can answer the manifold needs of the working people. His
analysis of labor, and that is what distinguishes him from all
other Socialists and Communists of his day and ours, goes much
further than the economic structure of society. His analysis goes
to the actual human relations, "to have one basis for life and
another for science is a priori a lie," he wrote.
"Freedom is so much the essence of man, that even its
opponents realize it, in that they fight its reality. No man
fights freedom; he fights at most the freedom of others."
Marx continues, <'every kind of freedom has therefore always
existed, sometimes as a special privilege, another time as a
universal right."
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KEY TO AREA'S FUTURE
HAZARD, KY.—"They've tried to run us off, buy us out, scare us away. Everything—just to get us to quit. We just won't." The words were said matter-offactly by a leader of the striking miners in southeastern Kentucky, where for the
past five years the coal operators and miners have been locked in a life-and-death
struggle. The massive power of the operators—stretching from the local official politicians, boards of education, police, papers and courts to the state governor's chair—
has been mobilized in an offensive to destroy the organized labor movement and
to crush the fighting spirit of the striking miners.
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Miners and wives ask
all to join the fight pn
poverty.

Hazard Miners J o i n I n

Black and White Support
Frankfort Freedom March
Combs, Ky. — Five carloads of unemployed miners
and their wives from the Hazard area went to the Freedom March at the State Capital in Frankfort on Thursday, March 5. We wanted everyone to know that we feel
the colored people and the poor whites have to fight it
together.
My husband only got two and
a half hours sleep the night
before he left.
He got up at 2:15 a.m. to
gas up the ears so we could
leave at 5 a.m. It took us four
and a half hours to make the
drive. It was the day there were
several tornados here in Kentucky, and flooding of some of
the cities.

I sure did like putting in the
word "Now" after "Jobs,
Justice and Freedom." Because that's when we have to
have it — NOW.

MINERS A "SURPRISE"
We were tickled to see how
surprised some of the s t a t e
troopers looked to se us there.
They had hundreds of s t a t e
police there, from all over the
CROWD CAME OUT STRONG state, and the ones from our
area spotted us right away, and
There was nothing but snow, nudged each other to make sure
rain, sleet and wind all that they were seeing right.
day. It all but blew us off the
When the reporters saw us
steps of the Capitol building
when we got to Frankfort. But there they ran over and took
the crowd came out strong dis- our picture. We held up the
pite it all. The papers reported signs real high to make sure
that 10,000 were in the March, they could read every word
but at the meeting they re- — but we never did see. a
ported there were 30,000. It mention of it in any of the
surely looked more like 30,000 papers the next day.
than 10,000 to me. The papers
Neither the Governor nor his
said that normal population of Assistant ever appeared. Rev.
Frankfort is only 18,000.
King spoke and got a nice recepIt looked to me as if at least tion, but I think Jackie Robintwo-thirds of the crowd were son got the biggest applause.
N e g r o e s . I was sorry there When he said that the Governor
weren't more white people with should come out there on the
us. What impressed me the most steps and start speaking with his
was to see all those old Negro mouth instead of just a pencil
people — some of them were on the crowd really roared.
canes — marching with their
After the march we drove
signs: "Let's Bury Jim Crow" back home. It must have been
and "Fight For Freedom."
almost 9 p.m. before we got in.
Our signs said: "Hazard Un- The papers reported that it was
employed Miners Want Jobs, the biggest demonstration the
Jutsice and Freedom Now." capital had ever seen.
I helped make the signs, and
—Miner's Wife

Efforts to destroy the organized labor movement, represented by the U n i t e d Mine
Workers union in the area, have
been almost completely successful. However, far from breaking the spirit of the striking
miners, the years of battle have
united many of them into a
solid unit.
COMMITTEE FORMED
Out of the experiences and
the needs of the roving picket
organization formed in 1959
when the struggle exploded into violence, a new organization
recently emerged. On Jan. 31
of this year, the s t r i k i n g
miners and their families organized themselves into the Appalachian Committee for Full
Employment.
~ - l t e Committee meets every
Saturday afternoon in a local
union hall, and anyone is welcome to attend; women participate actively; one woman
is on the executive committee of the group. Recognizing that their battle is one
that faces oppressed people
everywhere, the Committee is
exerting great effort to forge
links with the whole of the
labor movement, the youth
and the Freedom NOW Movement. (See related story this
page and others on pp. 3, 6
and 7.)
ONE MEETING
The full scope of the committee's activities can be seen
from the order of business during a recent meeting.
1. Petition campaign—all present took petitions urging the
passage of a federal law to
have all mines covered by federal safety regulations (at present, mines employing 16 men
or less are exempt from these
safety provisions.)
2. Work on local Federal
projects—voted unanimously to
send letter to Washington protesting out-of-state workers being brought in to work on federal projects designed to provide local employment, and
warned that picket lines would
be placed around every federal
project in southeastern Kentucky if the situation was not
corrected.
3. Frankfort demonstration
—committee m e m b e r s reported who participated in
Freedom March held on previous Thursday in the state
capital.
4. New members—invitation
extended for any in audience
to join the committee who had
not as yet done so. Women and
men signed independently of
each other.
5. Visitors — chair invited
visitors to introduce themselves, and speak if they
wished. Visitors included six
students from George Washcontinued on Page 8)
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The Working Day
By Angela Terrano

'Good Union Man' Changed
The union, its merits, its past
history, and what it is today,
is always the topic of conversation at the non-union shop I
work in when something goes
wrong and there is some disagreement between the women
and the cotapany.
HERITAGE OF UNIONISM
Just recently I had such a
conversation with a woman I
was working with. She comes
from the coal fields of Harlan
County, Kentucky, and has
some relatives still there, and
the heritage of unionism is
deep within her.
She said to me people don't
realize how much the union has
done and what it was like before the union. She continued,
"No one believes this but I used
to work with a woman that
worked at Ford before the
union got in. She said that the
foreman used to come in with
whips that they used on the
men and 'us women had to
bring in sacks of potatoes to'
give to the foremen so we could
keep our jobs.'
"It's just like when you told
the girls here that the miners
and their families were starving and that some were working in scab mines for $3 or $5
a day. Some girls didn't believe
that any one could make so
little in this country. But I
know because just last year
my brother was working a pony
mine and made just $5 a day."
TURNED INTO OPPOSITE
In this way, the conversation
very often turns to the union,

19 Years After
Hiroshima Blast
New York, N.Y.—Thirty survivors of the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki will
arrive in the United States in
April, on a global mission of
good will and peace education
exchange.
Among those coming is Tokie
Kawamoto, who with her husband Ichiro Kawamoto founded
the Folded Crane Clubs—groups
of children of high school age
or younger who visit hospitalized hibakusha (A-bomb survivors), aid destitute survivors'
families, and help with the upkeep of the Hiroshima Peace
Park and their own Children's
Memorial grounds.
The folded paper crane,
long a symbol of longevity
in Japan, became a symbol
of peace through the story
of Sadako Sasaki, who was
two years old when the bomb
fell on Hiroshima in 1945. She
was over a mile from the center of the explosion, and her
health s e e m e d unimpaired
until she was 12. Then she
fell ill with leukemia. Because of the legend that he
who folds a thousand paper
cranes lives a long time,
Sadako in her hospital bed
tried to fold a t h o u s a n d
cranes. She made 964, and
died. A statue of Sadako Sasaki stands on top of the Children's Monument xin the Peace
Park, holding in upstretched
arms a gold crane.
Tokie and Ichiro Kawamoto
earn a meager living at sewing
and occasional day labor, but
take no pay for their work of
mercy and peace.
During her tour with the
World Peace Study Mission,
Mrs. Kawamoto wants especially to speak with children, young
people, mothers and teachers.
—From World Peace S t u d y
Mission, National Office: 325
Lafayette Street, S e c o n d
Floor, New York, N. Y. 10012.

what it used to be and what it
is today. Recently while spending a couple of days in the hospital I met a 30-year Ford
worker who likewise had unionism deep within him but had
seen his union turn into its
opposite and was quite disturbed that this had happened.
He said this to me: "Today, at
Ford, if you get your production
out, keep your mouth shut,
don't put in any grievances,
you'll get a pat on the shoulder
and be told that you are a
good union member."
He said there is no longer
any union at Ford Local 600.
"I helped fight for the union
years ago. We used to meet
in the basement of condemned
buildings so that the company
and the police couldn't find
us. But today, the conditions
at Ford are worse than then. I
will be retiring soon so I have
been very quiet lately—so now
they tell me.I am a good member.
"I voted for Stellato in
the last election. I know
what he is, but B e c k e r
wouldn't have been any different. As long as Reuther
is there, they will all dance
to his violin.
"Before anything can be
done, they have to get rid of
Reuther. To me, he is no different than any politician or
Hoffa:—at least the teamsters
do something for their men.
GET RID OF OLD MEN
"The company, with the help
of the union, is getting rid of
the older workers. They have
all kinds of ways, but the first
and foremost is the medical
They say an old guy can't do
a job. They keep him on the
labor pool and he never gets
back to his job. The company
is making men retire at 58 and
59 years of age.
"The committeeman goes up
to the guy, puts his arm around
him and says, 'Listen Joe, just
think how nice it will be to
retire. You get double pension' (until 60 or 62). Joe
says 'I don't want to retire,' but
soon he gets a medical notice
and is told that Friday is his
last day. He goes to the committeeman, who says he'll see
what he can do. He comes
back and says, 'Sorry Joe,
there's nothing I can do.'
WANT UNION OUT, TOO
"The company is also working to get rid of the union altogether. With the help of the
union they are getting rid of
the older worker, but on their
own they are keeping the newer workers out of the union.
"They tet# some guys and
then a few days before they
should get their seniority
they are laid off. A couple
of days later they get recalled and they never have
seniority and never join the
union. That's the oldest trick
there is.
"There just isn't any union
at River Rouge any more."
His parting words were that
something has to be done and
it could and will be done but
"the first job is to get Reuther
and his boys out."

MORE ON KENTUCKY
FREEDOM MARCH
I'm only sorry we couldn't
have had more in the march
from Hazard. I wish we could
have taken hundreds with us.
We just didn't have enough
money for gas and oil for
more cars. But our signs carried our message for all of us.
Miner's Wife
Combs Kentucky
* * *
The newspapers gave out
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Peace Marcher Jailed in Albany, Ga.
John Papworth jrorn London
and two young East Indians recently completed their 18 month
Peace Walk which included Iran,
Russia, Europe and the USA.
Since January, Mr. Papworih has
been speaking around the U.S.
After completing his schedule
in . Georgia and Florida, he returned to Albany, Georgia to act
in support of the imprisoned
Cuba Walkers there. This walk
began in Quebec early in 1963,
but had been mired in the policestate restrictions of Albany since
December 23. Mr. Papworth has
just been released from jail in
Albany, what follows is a brief
account of his stay there.
18th February, 1964
CITY JAIL, Albany, Ga.—My
cell is the size of a railway
carriage with a two tiered bunk
on either side. On the wall between the bunks is a water tap
and basin and next to it, touching the mattress of the lower
bunk, a W.C. (toilet) . . .
THE CELL IS CRAWLING
with cockroaches, the covers of
the four mattresses stained with
unnamable deposits and the
place reeks of a compound of
carbolic and urine. Worst deprivation of all is the complete
absence of daylight, for the cell
is-lit by a bulb in the corridor
outside which throws in oblique
shadows of the bars across this
page as I write. It burns all
night and all day.
On Saturday evening I came
along to the City Hall and asked
the Police Captain to release my
friends from their unjust imprisonment so they could continue their peace march to Cuba.
He told me to stop my impertinent nonsence and begone, but
I said I would wait until they
were released. He said I should
have to wait a long time and
went off.
I think he actually went to
telephone the police chief because some time later a burly
pale-faced man in a mackintosh
strode in and asked me aggressively what I wanted. I asked
him if he were Mr. Prichett, and
on his acknowledgement gave
him a civil "good evening," and
explained my mission. He glowered at me and told me to "get
out" and when I explained I
would go if my friends were released, he seized me in a rage
and threw me against a door so
that I bruised the side of my
face slightly, and told the captain to "book" me.
I could not have chosen a
worse time to come in. When I
arrived there were already six
people in the cell and by morning there were eleven, and one
drunk had vomited over my
clothes . . .
One had read "Mein Kampf"
and thought it the most brilliant
book ever written. All were
ardent segregationists and declared their beliefs were based
on the Bible. I asked them if
they realized how their low
wages were simply a reflection
of Negro poverty and that until
the workers, both black and
white, were together, the struggle to raise wages would always
fail . . . They were really quite
impressed with this argument.
Their contempt for Negroes
was like racial feeling every10,000 as the number who
marched at Frankfort. But
they anounced 32,000 from
the speakers' platform. I
think they just don't want it
known how many r e a l l y
marched. There are some of
the worst liars in all the
world down here in Kentucky.
Miner Who Marched
Hazard, Kentucky

where, blind and unreasoning,
but when Mr. C. B. King, my
Negro lawyer came to see me
I noticed they did not hesitate
to ask him to do errands; for
them, and their manner was civil

* * *

ter and animated conversation from their part of the
jail and it makes the place
sound very homely. When
they sang "We Shall Overcome" it seemed the whole
jail was full of the sound
and we all joined in . . .

19th February, 1964
. . . Peter Light is a young
Scratched on my cell wall are
fellow of twenty or so from the words "We are in here so
Canada whom I had met in the that others may be free—Freetemporary office of CNVA here dom Marchers," and another effort simply states "Quebec-Cuba
Peace March." 'So I am by no
means the first occupant of this
call for a cause , . .

White Support
- Right Kind

Dick Gregory lunged at a
New York dailys' remark
about the danger of Negroes
losing liberal white support
because of the public school
boycott he is participating in.
He said he wouldn't care if
they left the black man
alone because of their neutrality, but he wasn't rejecting white support as such.
There was a white boy he
met in the South, who marched on the snowy picket lines
with the sole of his shoes
gone. That was white support, Gregory asserted, and
he wanted that kind.
—From the Atlantic Inquirer, 953 Hunter St., N.W.,
Atlanta, Georgia.
in Albany before I came in. I
caught sight of his face near the
floor of the corridor yeste<day
when four p o l i c e m e n frogmarched him to the door of the
adjacent can. He had been distributing leaflets outside City
Hall protesting about City Jjail
conditions and the imprisonment
of the Peace Marchers, and had
been arrested almost at once .:..
There are eight girls in ahd
I have not seen one of them, but
their voices are becoming clear
to me . . .
At nights the jail seems to
be getting noisier. I think
there are a large number of
Negro girls in the one part.
Last night our own girls were
singing freedom songs in a
deeply moving way. Always
there is a great deal of laugh-

At my court hearing, where
I am to be charged with loitering and refusing to obey a
police officer, I shall plead not
guilty to the first and guilty to
the second charge. I will seek
to ask Mr. Prichett whether
throwing me against a door is
normal police behaviour, or
whether it was a temporary
lapse on his part for which he
may wish to apologize. Such conduct I did not expect, for I
never saw a Chief of Police
before. For the rest I shall
simply ask to be given the maximum sentence so that the world
will have a measure of the wrong
being done to my friends.
I see little violence here, but
it seems to lurk about all the
time . . . Two days ago I was
visited by some detectives.
"Stand up so we can look at
yer," said one.
I ANSWERED without moving, "Gentlemen, I do hope that
the normal courtesies of civilized intercourse have not been
suspended merely because somebody has been so misguided as
to intersperse a row of bars
between us."
They gave me a long vacant,
puzzled stare and departed. But
the "or else" assumption behind
their peremptory command made
me wonder to what length they
would normally go to secure
compliance.
One kills time by writing
about this and that, stripped to
the waist and occasionally flicking a cockroach off a bar.
—John Papworth

NEWS & LETTERS PUBLICATIONS
1—Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves—
By Mary Hamilton, Louise Inghram, and others. An account by participants in the Freedom
*% JCc Per
Rides to Mississippi . .
^ & Copy

2—Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism
and the Afro-Asian Revolutions—
By Raya Dunayevskaya. African
Revolutions and Western Ideologies

*% C c Per
. * * # Copy

3—Workers Battle Automation—
By Charles Denby, Editor of NEWS & LETTERS. Workers
in auto, steel, coal and other industries
*% C c Per
speak their minds
^>*0 Copy

4—Indignant Heart—
\

By Matthew W a r d . The autobiography of a
Negro worker in the South and in the North

A E c
^ • n *

Per
Copy

5—Political Letters—•
By Raya Dunayevskaya. A running analysis of current
events from a Marxist-Humanist point of view. Includes
the following topics: Cuba, Sino-Soviet dispute, the Middle
East, the American Economy,
O f t c
^e'
the African Revolutions, Russia
A \ f
Copy

6—News & Letters—

.

Unique combination of worker
by a Negro production worker
and published 10 times a year

and intellectual, edited
$ 1 Per
• Sub

7—News & Letters—Bound Volume—
Every issue from the first,
$f f |
Per
June 1955 through July 1962 1 1 1 Volume

ORDER BLANK
N E W S & LETTERS
8751 Grand River, Detroit 4 , M i c h .
Please enter my subscription to NEWS & LETTERS,
12 issues for $1 •
Enclosed please find $ . . . . . . for the following:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

(Please circle number corresponding to literature desired, os listed above)

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

'

March, 1964

NEWS

Picket Denied Federal Aid

&

LETTERS

Miner Corrects
False Impression

HAZARD, Ky.—There's a very strange office in
Hazard. I mean the one that's giving out the federal Combs, Ky. — I attanded a
government grants up to $1,000 for people who've been meeting held in the Hazard
court house where some local
hit by floods to fix up their homes.
You take last year, when we
had that big flood. The government offered us low-cost loans
to fix up our places that were
damaged by the flood. Three
q u a r t e r s of my home was
washed away, but I couldn't
borrow any money, because I've
been on strike against these
coal operators to try to get better working conditions. I knew
I couldn't pay the money back.
GRANTS OFFERED
But now, in January, there
comes the news that the government is giving us the money.
All that we're supposed to have
to do is go down to this office
and fill out this form they have
to apply for the money.
I know plenty of people
around here who have plenty
of land, a lot of acres and
livestock. They conld have
sold some of what they had
to get the money they needed
to fix their places up. But
they didn't have to. They applied for the grant, and they
got it. Of course, none of
them are strikers.
Now you take me. I've got
a little piece of ground my
house sits on, and another ten
by twenty plot that I use
to put in a garden to grow our
vegetables to help keep us alive.
Now I can't sell any of that,
not and have anything at all
left.

Of course, that doesn't make
any difference. You see, I'm
a picket. I've been strikin' for
a long time now, and I mean
to keep it up—and they know
I mean to keep it up. So when
I get down there to that office,
they always run out of the
forms you have to fill out.
I was there in January, and
the man told me he was so
sorry, but he just ran out of
forms. But he was real nice.
He said for me to come back
the 15th of February, and
he'd be sure to have a form
for me. Well, I was there on
the 15th of February, only
for some strange reason,
they'd run out of forms all of
a sudden. Just like the last
time.
Now I know it's not strange,
and everyone else around here
knows it's not strange. It's just
like the surplus food, the food
stamps, the public works jobs,
u n e m p l o y m e n t compensation
and everything else around
here. If you're a scab or a
friend of the operators, you
can get what their lackeys in
those offices in Hazard have
to give out. But if you're a
picket, a striker and a fighter,
you'll wear your feet down to
your knees before you'll get
anything.

ON THE LINE

Notes on Tax Cuts, Spending,
and Grievance Settlements
By JOHN ALLISON

In recent days we have been getting the "pros" and
"cons" on the tax cut the workers received in their pay
ehecks. The workers in the shop are talking about the
advice of President Johnson to spend the increase.
This brings up another question. What about the unemployed, retired workers, children
out of s c h o o l , the povertystriken, and the workers replaced by Automation? Add up
all of these human beings and
many, many more—what advice
does President Johnson, or any
other capitalist, have for these
people on spending.
While we are on the subject
Of spending, the workers are discussing the way executives are
robbing the stock holders and
workers and government without going to jail. No one is telling this group how to spend
their reward for riding shot-gun
over the working man.
HOW ABOUT QUOTA CUT?
For the first time since the
Second World War, the working
people in the U.S.A. have received a tax cut. Now that the
war is over, and there is no need
to fight anymore, let's have a
cut in w o r k e r s ' production
quotas.
All the companies are making
money. The corporations are not
suffering, nor the government.
AH elements in the economy are
doing fine except labor. City,
County and State taxes, and the
cost of living, are killing the
working man dead.
Production is another killer
of the worker. Buick first, and
now Chevy, went out on strike
over production standards.
The Negroes are probably the
only ones that have more unsolved grievances than the
auto workers.
The thing to remember about
both Buick and Chevy, as well
as all auto local unions, is that
the union will not write up a
grievance unless it is a very,
very good one. Union policy is:
don't clutter up the grievance

machinery by filing questionable cases.
So when you have 130 filed
but unsettled grievances piled
up at Chevy and over 200 at
Buick, the thing that hits you is:
Why haven't these workers been
on s t r i k e long ago? And the
answer is equally clear: Because
the international d i d n' t let
them.
WRONG WAY TO SETTLE
One of the disturbing things
about the reports coming out of
the Chevy negotations is that
some 100 grievances were set-tied in one day. I can only hope
that they're not settling the
grievances the way a bunch of
ours were.
We had over 25 grievances
piled up, and a strike vote had
been approved. At the same
time the workers voted to
walk out, the company fired a
well-known union leader in
the shop. When negotiations
reached the Appeal Board,
everything was suddenly settled: In exchange for the rehiring of the labor leader, the
25 grievances were thrown out.
Question: How can a union
have hundreds of u n s o l v e d
grievances w i t h o u t striking?
Answer: The poison book —
Contract.
The workers did not write
this poison book. Walter and
his boys, and the corporations
with the government as a
silent partner, did.
The Taft-Hartley Act, all antilabor laws, all contracts, are
written by enemtes of labor. The
unemployed, young and old,
women and men, are all victims
of a system designed to keep
labor in chains.
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'WE FACED ARMED G U A R D S . . .
POLICE... DEPUTIES-WE STILL ARE'

politicians and some o u t s i d e
officials were talking about get
ting in some work for the unemployed miners.
The talk was about setting up
a program to do some general
cleaning up in the community,
with the work going to men
around here. The men would
work an hour for each dollar
they got in assistance. It's not
much, but it's more than plenty
of the scabs are making who
work in those non-union dog
holes around here.
One of the local two-bit poh
ticians got up and said something about not getting hopes
up too high, because a project
like this would probably take
some 250-300 men — and he
doubted that there were that
many around.
SAYS HIS PIECE
When he said what he did,
my hand shot up in the air
When he saw me, he broke off
what he was saying real quick,
then said that no q u e s t i o n s
would be answered during the
meeting; that a n y o n e could
come up after the meeting to
ask any questions they wanted
answered. It-was plain he didn't
want me to say anything.
Only I wasn't about to be shut
up that easy. I hit the floor
right then, and told him and the
others there:
"What're you talking about,
saying you doubt there are
250-300 men around to fill
those jobs? I can personally
give you the names of over
1,000 men right now who are
unemployed and would be
glad to do that work!"
Then I told them a few other
things and sat down. A reporter
from an outside paper came
over to me and asked me if I
really knew that many men who
were out of work. When I told
him there were probably more
than that, he asked me to get >
him their names, and I did. I I
don't know if anything will come >
out of that or not, but I sure i
hope so. We can use all the help I
we can get.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Visitors at a meeting of the Appalachian
Committee for Full Employment asked what the Committee
was doing and what could be done to help. The following
speech by a Committee member answered.)
We used to have 500 to 1,000 when our fight first
started, meeting in this room. We faced armed guards, we
faced the state police, we faced the deputies. We still are
facing them.
The reign of fear in this county is what keeps this house
from overflowing today. Many of the people are afraid to
talk together, afraid to meet together as we are doing.
Some of you say those people are not union men. You
may be right, but I know that I worked by their sides, and
I know them. They don't want to see the union go.'
MINERS WERE RAILROADED
We've been panicked-at. Part of our membership has
been indicted in circuit court. They have been railroaded.
And if it had not been for the help of some of the labor
movement—especially in Washington, D. C , and in New
York—they'd be in the penitentiary today.
The Committee For Miners has been furnishing counsel.
And that has taken most of the finances that have been
coming in. This committee we have formed here is operating without proper funds, but we're doing all we can. If
we had the necessary funds, this organization would grow
throughout all of Kentucky.
We've never made a breakthrough yet. We made a
March on Washington. We saw our officials and got a lot
of promises, and that's about all we did get.
Whatever money has been appropriated to this area has
been put in the hands of the state politicians. And they
are determined that this group—this committee—will NOT
get the money.
The only thing that the public officials seem to be
doing is voting themselves their own pay raise.
WE MUST BREAK THROUGH
The discrimination against us by the state government
and the public officials in the enactment of any legislation
has got this county down and got it isolated. There is not
one public official who has met with any of the outside
visitors who have been coming down here to see things for
themselves. They don't want outside visitors to know what's
going on. But until we break through that isolation we'll
never get anywhere.
We've been trying for weeks to get a place to hold a
student-miners' conference in. In my own opinion, we don't
have much chance of getting one.
We need financial aid more than anything. You can't
afford to go to jail without an attorney to get you but.
We're not afraid of the law. And if we had our freedom
and rights we wouldn't have to go to jail. But we don't
have that.
We appreciate whatever you people can do for us. What
we want you to know is that we don't intend to surrender
and be slaves. That's about all I have to say. And that's
enough

Fired Nigerian Miners Demand Inquiry
Nigeria, West Africa —
The Federal Department of
Labour has intervened in
the dispute between the
management of the Nigerian Coal Corporation and
the Nigerian Coal Miner's
Union over payment of the
Mbanefo a w a r d s to the
miners.
The dispute came to a climax
when a faction of the union
headed by Mr. E. A. Bassey,
their general president — with
the backing of the Joint Action
Committee of the Nigerian
Labour Front — demanded the
removal from office of Mr.
Onoh, chairman of the corporation, and the dissolution of the
corporation's board.
COMPANY FIRES MINERS
The Nigerian Coal Corporation dismissed 73 miners charged with taking part in what was
described as an "unofficial goslow strike".
An official statement by the
Nigerian Coal Corporation
warned that much as the corporation would pay the Mbanefo award, "any miner who
goes on an unofficial strike
will be dismissed accordingly." This altogether rash,
punitive and downright victimisation is without precedent in the history of industrial relations in this country.
The number of coal miners
dismissed from the services of

the Nigerian Coal Corporation
rose from 73 to 158 when another set 85 miners who were
on afternoon shift at the Ekulu
mines refused to work when
they were informed about the
strike.
A total of 3,960 applicants
queued up at the Ira Valley
Enugu, seeking to fill vacancies
created by the dismissed, and
in response to an advertisement by Mr. Josiah Agu, the
corporation's Personnel Manager for applications from miners who were retrenched in
1960.
WORKERS DEMONSTRATE,
HOLD MASS MEETING
As Mr. Onoh announced that
he was determined to arrest
any act of subversion in the
coal industry, about 200 miners
demonstrated before the offices
of Mr. P. Anthony, Principal
Labour Officer in Eastern Nigeria, and demanded the reinstatement of the dismissed miners. Mr. Anthony said that he
did not want to go into the
matter again until the Premier,
Dr. M. I. Okpara returns.
A three - man delegation
from Enugu was to meet
Prime Minister Balewa to demand the suspension of the
board of the Nigerian Coal
Corporation; the reinstatement of the coal miners who
were dismissed recently by
corporation; and also the immediate appointment of a
high-powered commission to

enquire into allegations of
corruption and mal-administration in the corporation.
These decisions were taken
at a mass meeting of Enugu
workers, at which was passed a
four point resolution on the industrial crisis in the corporation. The resolution claimed
that the state of affairs in the
corporation had fallen below
the expectation of all reasonable people.
MINERS DEMAND INQUIRY
Meanwhile, the Federal Minister of Mines and Power, Sule,
arrived in Enugu with a mission
to see what could be done. He
said he would look sympathetically into the case of the 158
miners who were dismissed
after the "unofficial go-slow
strike".
He stated that he would see
to it that "an industry which;
once helped the country is
saved, and would therefore not
want the infiltration of politics
into the affairs of the Coal
Corp." He further said that the
federal government voted 1.5
million pounds for it under the
development plan.
He also addressed members
of the Nigerian Coal Miners'
Union who carried placards
criticising the management of
the coal corp. and demanded
an Inquiry into its affairs.
The premises of the corporation headquarters were highly
policed as some coal miners
moved in to see the Minister.
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Editorial

War on Poverty—or War on Poor?
President Johnson's "War on Poverty"—like so many other
things emanating from the seat of American capitalism sounds
good, but is, in fact, only a new form of the infamous labor
camps that we have seen previously in totalitarian countries
throughout the world.
Johnson's call is for "a new national job corps (which) will
build toward an enlistment of 100,000 young men. They will be
drawn from those whose background, health and education make
them least fit for useful work." The first alarm was sounded, according to the Administration, because so many youths were
being rejected for the draft. Not only does the concern seem to
be more directed towards assuring a futury supply of cannon
fodder for the next war than towards educating our young people
adequately; it does not even approach a solution for the army
of the permanently unemployed, which is the real threat that
worries the Administration.
A DROP IN THE BUCKET FROM A SEA OF POVERTY
There will be 26 million youth coming of age in the next 10
years. This means that the labor force of the United States is
expected to grow about 50% faster over the next decade than it
did over the past one. Johnson's program of 100,000 for his "job
corps", and the additional "200,000 American men and women
between the ages of 16 and 21" for whom "the Department of
Labor will provide work and training," represents less than a
drop in the bucket when the true magnitude of the sea of poverty he is attempting to bail out is exposed.
The AFL-CIO Executive Council reports that 3.7 million
jobs were eliminated from factories, farms, railroads and mines
in the past 10 years. At the same time, the civilian labor force
increased by eight million while total employment increased
only 5.8 million. The jobless, as a percentage of the labor force
has constantly risen from 2.9% to the present 6%. In a single
year, 14.5% of the nation's 55 million families suffered some
period of unemployment.
The constant introduction of Automation into industry eliminates more jobs each year than it creates, and makes fewer
jobs available—and not just to the young people. The competition between the youth and the older displaced workers will
become sharper as time goes on. Johnson, meanwhile, has not
even pretended a program for the ages between 40 and death.
Twenty-five years ago, President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared that, "One-third of our nation is
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