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Who Doesn't Have a Lemon?
Several years ago, when Ralph Nader began to expose the
automobile companies on safety, pointing out the defective way
they were building cars, many workers were very glad about the
exposures. But many workers also said it would all end up with
ao improvement in the safety of cars so long as the rat race for
production continued. Nader could yell all he pleased about more
safety features for the cars being built, but until something
eould force the companies to slow down the automation machines,
slow down the production lines to a pace where a worker could
turn out quality work instead of quantity of jobs, workers knew
that safety would not improve, but only get worse.
Nader.now seems to have forgotten his campaign for safety
qualities in automobiles, and has turned his attention to drugs
and food, which is also very important. But if his exposures there
don't do any more good than they have done in the auto industries,
Nader would do better to save his breath and his time.
QUALITY NEVER WORSE
I have been an auto worker for nearly 30 years, and I feel
sure that never before in history have cars been manufactured
with such little quality as they are being produced today. Many
workers in GM are saying that they are afraid to buy GMC cars,
Ford workers won't buy Fords, and Chrysler workers complain
just as much as Chrysler products.
The reason is simple. Workers in each of these companies
see how these cars are built where they work. They know what
is missing. They see the defects first hand. But because they don't
see the other factories, they feel it can't be possible for conditions
to be as b*d elsewhere as where they work. Nader was talking
about safety belts and padded dash boards, but the workers are
talking about the other parts of the car, that are far more important
for safety than any belt or padded dashboard could ever be.
One worker I know was going to Alabama with his family to
visit his parents for the holidays. He has a new GM car, and after
getting packed up and driving two blocks from his home, the
motor dropped fronTthe frame onto the street. When he looked
down and* saw it lying on the pavement he said, "Thank God!" His
wife thought he had gone crazy, but he said, "If we were on the
highway going 70 or 80 miles an hour, and this had happened,
we could have been killed. And when they took our bodies from
the wreckage they would have said the driver was probably asleep
or drunk, or just lost control." Workers are convinced that many
of the wrecks that kill people are caused by defects like this in
the cars.
Another worker, who had just bought a new Mercury, with
less than 500 miles on it, came to visit me and was cussing the
whole time about how many times the motor went dead on the
expressway, and the car stopped, before he made the 15 miles
to my house. When he was ready to go home, he asked me to
drive behind him because he wanted to be sure he got there. (He
didn't take the expressway !) The car stopped several times, but
he finally made it.
PARADE OF LEMONS
Some years ago, when a worker bought a car that had defects,
he would put cardboard signs in the window with a lemon drawn
on it, and drive around the dealers' lot and through the streets to
warn others away from the dealer and the company. It was a very
effective weapon. But today the companies have become smarter.
They now have a 25,000 to 50,000 mile, or five year, warranty,
so that if your car is a lemon you will just bring it back to the
dealer and get it repaired. "If, that is," as one worker put it, "you
don't get killed in it before you get it back to the dealer." If you do
make it back, the agreement is usually written in such a way that
you wind up paying for the repairs, anyway.
If we began to use the cardboard signs with the lemons again,
we would have long caravans of cars parading around every auto
dealer in the country. We are working in the Frame Department.
Every day the defective parts get worse than the day before.
Nobody in supervision seems to care about it. Sometimes when a
frame is loaded to be put on a car, a worker will say, "Man, I
hate to think who will get the car with that frame." Another will
say, "And to think of all the money people pay to buy scrap!" The
part of the car that used to be the biggest lemon was the motor.
Today the cars are lemons from top to bottom, inside included.
No wonder they are always reporting more people being
killed on highways than in planes, or in the war. When will the
public begin to demand quality instead of quantity? How can the
mad rush for production be checked, so workers can produce the
kind of cars they want to, ears they know will be safe, cars they
will have confidence in buying themselves? Probably not until the
workers themselves can control production. That is when
the public can expect safety—when something is finally done about
the automation machines and the production madness.

Of Arms, Men and Racism

NIXON, New. Old and Napoleonic
By Raya Dunayevskaya

Chairman National Editorial Board

On Jan. 3, in what he billed as his last public dinner speech before inauguration,
Nixon proposed a toast to the President and the presidency. Far more precisely
than the intellectual jibes that stress Nixon's nonentity—"When Nixon is alone in a room
is anyone there?"—Nixon's own toast centered attention on the most fantastic imperial power the world has ever seen. It was clear that, in toasting President Johnson, he
was toasting the presidency which he would wield for the next four crucial years.
The 12 grey-suited, nameless,
faceless, mindless, rich WASPS
that Nixon named to the Cabinet
disclosed still another facet of
the old Cold War warrior who
had first sprung to fame during
Joe McCarthy's witch - hunting
heyday, that of little Napoleon
dreaming to be a big one,
"alone" setting foreign and domestic policies.
Designated for the number
one job in the Cabinet, the Secretary of the State, William P.
Rogers, had one thing to say in
praise of himself: "I have never
said or written a word about
Vietnam. I am very happy about
that." Allegedly, this proves
how uncommitted the new administration is to old policies.
"Vu^>tT\<W\

NIXON'S BRAINTRUST: THE MINDLESS DOZEN

Editorial >

S.F. State College Rebellion
Challenges Entire System
' The thousands of student strikers at San Francisco State College
have begun some very new and important stages in the freedom
movement. The strike, which is continuing into the new year, is the
longest student strike ever held in this country. Even the Free
Speech Movement at Berkeley had not succeeded in drawing in
the black students in an independent role. At S. F. State, on the
other hand, the black students were the spark and have been playing a leading role in the strike. Most important, the strike is at
one and the same time a rejection of the whole educational system
and a confrontation with the state.
Because California Governor Reagan is the outright reactionary
he is, and thus chose to confront the students with his billy-club
swinging cops, the white students, who are a majority of the college, became very much a part of what began with a series of Black
Students Union demands. In great numbers they have chosen to
unite with the non-white students. Thus black students, Third World
Liberation Front students, (Mexican, Chinese, Latin American, Japanese, and Filipino student groups) and white students (not just
Students for a Democratic Society and other radical whites)
finally came together.
CRISIS REFLECTS U.S. DISSOLUTION
How were there so many firsts in this student strike of 1968
as against the Berkeley movement of 1964-65? The answer lies
in the crisis of American society, nationally and internationally.
Internationally, it has been the Vietnam War that has made
a whole new generation of youth into revolutionaries. The intense
activity since 1965 of American youth opposed to the war has been
unprecedented. If the college campus was safe from the draft,
thousands upon thousands of college youth chose, not ivory tower
education, but active opposition to the war, from draft counseling
to resistance, anti-war demonstrations and marches. American
youth, white as well as non-white, were asked to kill and be killed
and the largest number in history were saying: No, we won't.
But above all was the critical stage which has been reached
within the country. The black question—never more critical since
the Civil War—was never more disregarded than by the campaign of
Richard Nixon. Where all have been saying that Nixon is uncommitted on the great issues such as race, the black population of
this country, who voted against him by eight and nine to one, knew
that nothing could be further from the truth. He is very much committed—to his own white "philosophy." It is this racism in the
United States which the black people are determined to tear out,
Continued on page 4

Instead, it discloses computeroriented mindlessness of the new
Cabinet regarding the barbaric
Vietnam war that is tearing
this nation apart, that brought
down the Johnson Administration,
and is sure to do the same for
Nixon.
In any case, neither Nixon nor
his Defense Secretary, Melvin
Laird, from Joe McCarthy's
home district, can lay claim to
a record that is quite such a
blank sheet of paper as that of
William P. Rogers. On the contrary. Not even the white-heat
desire to win the election and,
therefore, the need to appear like
a critic of the Vietnam war,
could quite turn the hawkish Senator Laird into a dovish Secretary of Defense.

"Nuclear

Supremacy"

Nixon himself was the one who
delivered the most irresponsible
speeches of the campaign. In its
final lap, he suddenly discovered
a "security gap," thereby expanding the Vietnam war to a
possible nuclear confrontation
with Russia!
Our new little Napoleon promised to close "the security gap,"
to restore "our nuclear superiority-," build up "air supremacy"
and give greater weight to the
military as opposed to the top
civilian administrators in the Department of Defense: "I intend to
root out the whiz kid approach."
This speech, made on Oct. 25
over CBS, was followed the next
week by the promise to revive the
costliest, the most dangerous, in
fact the greatest fiasco of that
"whiz kid" former Defense Secretary, McNamara—the controversial and notorious TFX or F-lll.
Nixon chose Fort Worth, Texas,
where General Dynamics (the
largest weapons producer in the
U.S.) built the F-lll to announce:
"the F i l l in a Nixon Administration will be made into one of the
foundations of our air supremacy."
As the close election results
showed, this type of nuclearpowered sabre rattling very nearly lost the presidency to Nixon.
He never did get a majority of
the votes, and he got a plurality
only because the bomb-away General Curtis LeMay made it look as
Continued on page 5
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Theodorakis Italian Peasant Strikers Die;
"My Songs Are For TheFree Greeks" — Theodorakis
New Worker Groups Forming
Mikos Theodorakis, the been published before. I wrote

Interview With
composer of Zorba the Greek,
was the first public opponent
of. the Greek Junta within
Greece. His name appeared
on the earliest statement of
the underground, and his
voice was heard on its tapes.

Until his capture in August,
1967, Theodorakis was the public
leader of the Patriotic Front. A
Marxist, he has been a prisoner
of right wing governments several times, but he is probably the
most p o p u l a r individual in
Greece. The colonels released
him from prison early in 1968
following a world campaign in
Ids behalf, but Theodorakis was
kept under strict surveillance.
Renato Bucci, a reporter for
Novella 2000, and Al Banno, a
singer of Theodorakis' songs in
Italian translation, visited the
composer last summer at his new
home in Vrahati near the Corinthian Isthmus. They saw Theodorakis a few days after the unsuccessful attempted assassination of the leader of the junta,
Col. Papadopoulos.
"Are you happy to stay in
Greece?"
"Who does not stay in his oim
country happily? Theodorakis answered. "Only, 1 feel the desire
teork; lately, more and more. For
instance, I would like to live in
Italy."
"But are you free? Can you
speak, f r e e l y ? Move? Write
music?"
"7 am never free. Do you see
this villa in the middle of the
fields? It is surrounded by police.
t can't even walk a hundred
meters without them knowing it.
That's why your visit has left me
speechless with surprise. Greeks
are afraid
to come visit me.
They'd be immediately blacklisted."
Theodorakis was visibly upset.
The Italians were embarrassed.
Theodorakis took them into a
large room where the builders
have left steps Unfinished. At
the corner, under a black cloth,
there was a piano. Theodorakis
began to play. The music was
torrential. It r o l l e d from his
fingers like inspiration. The ivory
notes reflected their white light
in the acetylene lamp.
"Get the tape recorder. Tape
these songs. They
have never

them in prison. Do it for me, and
for all the free Greeks who are
abroad."
What are your songs talking
about?"
They
speak of the people,
about the Greeks,
about the
Greece that has been waiting for
centuries and is still waiting
without despairing . . . Greece is
a nation of slaves, a nation of
old people. Yes, old people. The
youth has left for other lands.
More than 600,000 are all over
the world. It is for them that 1
write my songs . . .
"Ah! I wish I could go away,
leave everything and relive the
joy of freedom. Everyone listened to my music. Even Constantine. Now the king is at Capri.
A vacation. Better
this way.
Greece was never free.
"When I was in jail J kept
thinking of the sea. I still remember how it felt the first day,
after the first moments of anxiety
and agony. I knocked at the ivall
of my cell . . . tock-tock. And my
comrades answered the same way:
'All is well' They were alive.
What a joy that minute. Then the
long wait, without knowing what
to expect. And the sea coming
to your thought, the night, the
darkness, djr earns. Then you
awake and your hands are wet
with perspiration."
Theodorakis arose. He walked
two steps, stopped, calmed himself. He smiled, "Tonight" he
suddenly shouted. "Tonight we
will go eat at the village. We'll
eat like free Greeks. We'll drink
and touch glasses. There is nothing else we can do."

Genoa, Italy—It is difficult to have a clear prospect of
what has happened here recently and its meaning for both
the Italian working class, and the world proletariat . It may
be easier for you, who will analyse the facts from outside.

The interview e n d e d . The
Italians went home and when
their article appeared, Theodorakis was exiled to a remote mountain area.
In December of 1968 he was
again taken to prison to be held
for trial on a pre-junta charge
of insulting the king. He was
taken to court on the appointed
day in chains only to be returned
to prison without trial, for the
prosecution had not been able to
find a single witness who would
testify against him!
—Dan Georgakas and
Eleni Paidcussi
(Two long-playing albums of
Theodorakis, proceeds of which
will go to anti-junta struggles,
are available through Smyrna
Press, Box 418, Stuyvesant Station, NYC, 10009.)

W a y of the World
By Ethel Dunbar

Where Are Human Values ?
This world is getting to be so
crooked that nobody seems to
care about human values any
longer. People are killed, burned,
beaten, just for a few pennies because others have gone crazy
trying to live without working
for that living.
They have become just like the
old rich whites used to be, and
doing just like they used to do.
The black people and the poor
white men worked so hard, and
then the big fat rich white men
cefccted all the money, and gave
the poor just enough to almost
get by at the end of the year.
This is the real reason the poor
black and white people are stealing and killing to try to live halfway as decently as other human
beings.
POOK PAY MORE
Many can't understand why
these people are acting as they
do, but I think it is because the
big leaders are trying so hard to
stay on top, by paying the poor
working people the lowest wages
they can.
In the black neighborhoods,
grocery stores have raised the
prices of food three times higher
than stores in the white neighborhoods. If you don't live in a black
neighborhood, and don't believe
it, take a visit to one and see for
yourself.

Over the holidays, a 12-pound
turkey in white neighborhoods
cost only $3.75, but in the black
neighborhood it cost $7.85. The
daily papers claim that the reason for this is the riots of 1967 —
but the white man was robbing
the black people long before the
riots broke out. In fact, that's one
reason they did break out.
The riots will never stop as
long as more young black people
are born, because the young are
just not going to take the same
things black people used to take.
INSURANCE CHEATS
Anyone can see how the rich
man is trying to take advantage
of the poor people, including the
white poor. Take car insurance.
It has become hard to get because the companies want to beat
people out of all the money they
can.
They will take your money for
years, but if they finally have to
give you back a little, they will
throw you out of your insurance
and claim you are a bad driver,
or that you live in the wrong
neighborhood — even if you are
not in your neighborhood, but
out on the highway somewhere,
when you get hit.
This whole world is in a terrible
state, and it will take a complete
change to straighten it out.

During the entire month of*8*
They marched t o w a r d the
November, university and especially high school students held peasants and started throwing
general assemblies, speeches, tear gas grenades, but the wind
demonstrations, meetings with blew the gas back, while the
peasants answered with a rain
workers.
Many Italian workers were of rocks. When the police began
also on the move, fighting a retreat, the workers descended
against the division in the coun- from their barricades and surtry into several "wage areas"; rounded the armed forces, who
the difference between wages in ran across the fields, followed
the first and the last area is by the demonstrators.
25 percent There was also a
Then someone lost his head
great strike of all state workers (or remembered the orders given
— r a i l w a y m e n , government before leaving the barracks) and
clerks, etc. — with considerable fired. Machine guns started
tension over the government's shooting, and the peasants began
solution for the pension problem. to burn some of the police cars.
Finally, toward the middle of When it ended, two peasants
November, there was no more lay dead, three others severely
government, s i n c e Socialists, wounded, with scores of bullets
Christian Democrats and Repub- in their bodies.
licans were preparing a new
These murders took place duredition of the center-left.
ing the same time that 10,000
PEASANTS STRIKE IN SICILY students were marching through
On Monday, Dec. 2, several Turin, 30,000 in Rome and tens
hundred peasants blocked one of thousands in many Other
of the principal roads in Sicily, Italian cities, great and small.
after a two week strike for better The police did not attack them
conditions and against the wage — not yet.
area system. Barricades were ALL ITALY EXPLODES
built and some 80 policemen
On Tuesday, Dec. 3, the left
arrived, armed with machine wing parties and the trade unions
guns.
called for a six hour — yes, six

20,000 Electrical Workers in
N.Y. Strike; Is First in 42 Yrs.
New York, N. Y.—On Dec.
1, 20,000 workers at Consolidated Edison went'out on
strike for the first time in
42 years, after having rejected a contract negotiated
by the union leadership. The
rank-and-file upsurge was
was spearheaded by young
workers, who were not so
accommodated to the "too
cozy" union-company relationship, as one outside man
described the years without a
strike.
The men turned down a contract with no cost-of-living allowance; with wage provisions—
7½ percent per year—not likely
even to match New York City's
rising prices; and minimum premium for night and Sunday work.
NO TIME STUDY
Men starting work at Con Ed
now work with up to 324,000 volts,
a far cry from the low voltage or
even DC current of a generation
ago. The greater danger adds
to the self-assertiveness of the
workers: they have not permitted
the company to establish time
standards for jobs on high-voltage installations. Their self assertiveness was manifest within
the union as well.
What might have been a close
vote if only young workers opposed became an overwhelming
rejection when workers approaching retirement joined with them.
Opponents of the contract informally organized against it by
talking up contract issues in the
shops. The pension provisions
galvanized the opposition of older workers — Con Ed had been
given the right to reduce the
pension by half the men's social
security benefits.
MASS PICKETING
When the strike began, Con Ed
tried to maintain minimum services with 4,000 supervisors on
long shifts. Against them, strikers engaged in mass picketing,
in some cases blocking access to
the scabs, several workers being
arrested in the process.

NEW CRISIS
MILAN, Italy, Jan. 2, 1969—
On New Year's Eve a student,
16 years Old, was shot and
will probably die or be paralyzed for the rest of his life.
New d e m o n s t r a t i o n s h a v e
broken out.
(Ed. Note: We will carry further news from Italy next
issue.)
hour — strike in Sicily — just
Sicily — and 15 to 20 minutes
in the rest of the country.
But the Italian workers and
students, already near the explosion point, rose up everywhere spontaneously. It was not
a general strike, but started
discussions and prepared the
road for shop assemblies not
under the direct control of the
trade anions, bat on the contrary, against their organization
of the struggles.
Demonstrations were held all
over Italy. While they were
mainly prepared by the Movimento Studentesco, at least half
the demonstrators were usually
workers.
TURNING POINT
Looking back, one can easily
see that we have just gone
through a very critical period for
Italian capitalism — not a revolutionary moment, but one that
marks a turning point for the
working class, the official workers' parties, the student movement, and the various left wing
groups.

The student movement has
reached a very wide influence.
In each of the major cities
(Rome, Milan, Naples, Turin,
as well as Genoa, Venice, Bologna, Florence, Palermo, Bari and
Trieste) the movement can count
on 100 to 300 activists or more,
fully occupied with the struggle.
In each of these cities there
are from one to three thousand
Naturally, the newspapers were more students and workers who
asking people to cooperate with take part in most of the demonthe company and hold down pow- strations.
er usage during peak hours.
In addition there are smaller
CONTRACT RUNAROUND
cities like Pisa, Savona, Udine,
It soon became clear that, de- Alessandria, Catania, Ancona
spite the militance of the men that take part. One day there
on the picket lines, the union had were more than 5,000 high
no intention of negotiating a bet- school students in the streets
er contract. After the striike had in Udine. On another, as many
continued for a week, the leader- in Alessandria. The next day,
ship announced that it was "still 10,000 in Catania.
too early" to issue strike benefits.
WHAT NEXT?
The next day the company and
But the student movement has
union negotiated a second contract, with minor improvements three main limitations: 1) there
in pensions, vacations and pre- is no precise political line, and
mium pay — but workers were there are often clashes between
to pay for those tidbits by labor- different groups regarding both
ing three months longer at the tactical and strategic questions.
This is because most of the small
same wages.
old left-wing groups have entered
1
Young workers seemed as sus- the student movement. 2) It is
picious of this new contract as impossible to reach a national
they were of the first one. But organization, even if vague and
this time they were less success- with a great political elasticity.
ful in generating broadbased op- 3) Even locally, the student
position to it. The financial pinch, movement has not been able to
from having neither wages nor express an alternative form of
strike benefits two weeks before organization other than the genChristmas, contributed to the eral assembly, which is OK until
changed mood at the next vote: it has to choose among two or
only one-fourth of the workers three possibilities.
again rejected the contract.
The point is: are we ready for
CON ED WOOS UNION
a
new revolutionary organizaCon Ed, with some connivance
from the union, had kept the op- tion? Will the student movement
position of the w o r k e r s in give a real contribution in this
bounds. But the company does direction, with alt of it class
not wish to see an unexpected
bonds with the bourgeoisie, and
strike like this one repeated.
with all of its extremisms?
Therefore, Con Ed officials beMeanwhile, nothing new has
gan pushing in the press for a
new law to make contracts nego- happened in the last few weeks.
tiated with the union leadership There have been some local
binding on the rank-and-file —• "general" strikes — but they
guaranteeing them that the union have been completely under
would be an instrument to con- trade union control. The new
trol its workers, not to defend year'will see if the reforms that
their interests. As one worker the new government has presaid, "If they pass that law, the pared will be enough to stop the
union won't be ours." j
struggles..

They
encouraged . friendly
people in the city to use all their
electrical appliances in order to
tax the generative facilities and
put pressure on the company,
which had admitted thai the
supervisors manning the plants
were ill-equipped to handle anything out of the ordinary, especially extra power requirements.

From The Auto Shops
Ford Rouge
DETROIT, Mich. — The
Ford Motor C o m p a n y
is really a two-faced hypocrite. The company sends
out a letter to many of its
salaried people telling them
not to discriminate because
of color. The letter tells the
supervisory people that they
should judge people on merit, not on skin color. This is
the face which they try to
show the public.
If anyone ever asks if there is
discrimination at Fords, all they
have to do is pull out the letter
and show everyone what they
tell their managers, supervisors
and foremen.
RACIST FACE
But talk is cheap. In action
there is another face to the Ford
Motor Company — a racist one.
One example is in so-called labor
relations — which is supposed to
be neutral between the company
and the union.
One l a b o r relations man,
Fisher, has risen from step six
to step nine in less than six
months. How has he done this?
By his record of settling with
black people who are protesting
against racism in the plant. He
settles by working with foremen
to fire black workers who protest
too much.
Before the election Fisher had
bragged about how Wallace
would be the best man for President. Now he talks about how
none of those black people he
has fired are going to get back
in the plant.
His mentality is that of an overseer on a plantation or of a
prison warden. He is supposed to
be qualified for his job because
of some degree he received in
school, but to us he is not qualified to understand human beings
in the plant. It is time for him
to go and we intend to see that
he does.
REVOLTS
Foremen are getting busted up
by young workers in the plant
alj the time. Ford tries to blame
it on leaflets and stories in News
& Letters and FRUM.
- It is not the leaflets and
stories, it is the exploitative and
racist practices of labor relations, foremen and the whole
Ford Company. And the union officials have too long looked the
other way. This is what must be
stopped.
•

Chrysler Mack
DETROIT, Mich. — The
company finally got rid
of the poisonous s m o k e
which we wrote about in
News & Letters, but they
replaced it with harder work.
The old arch welder holder
which produced the smoke weighed around half a pound and we
would be carrying it around all
day. Now they put in the new C2
welder, which doesn't produce
smoke, but must weigh five or
six pounds and so now we have
to carry them around all day.
HARDER WORK
We have to produce the same
amount of material as before, but
now we have a heavier piece of
equipment and it takes longer to
weld because the holder is so big
and awkward. The company says
that this new machine gives better quality. To the company
everything is production. If in the
change to new equipment no
smoke is produced, the workers
are lucky.
If the change means the workers have to carry around an extra
five pounds, that's the way it has
to be. Everything is production
and the workers be damned.
We can even see this occur in
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workers who become foremen.
All of a sudden life doesn't mean
a thing, production is ahead of
life. The foremen think about the
company instead of about the
men. Production rules because of
the $12 or $15 more a week that
they make.
BLACK FOREMEN
The company is getting smart
on the question of foremen. We
have been hollering about having
some black foremen on the line
and now the company has put
lots of black foremen on the lines
where there are a majority of
Negroes. Now the white bosses
are really pushing the black foremen hard to see that they push
the black workers hard.

we think that one way to get better representation would be to
have younger officials in the
union.

Fleetwood
DETROIT, Mich. — We struck
at Fleetwood because the company kept piling on work after
the model changeover. Now the
company is trying a new tactic—
piling the work on newly hired
workers who don't have union
protection. It was the strike that
made them hire more men, but
now the company is really pushing them. Fleetwood is putting
these men in certain jobs where
standards are not set and all
types of extra work can be added
on.

On the Line

The Sprinkler that Failed —
A Holiday Tale By Chrysler
by John Allison

When production was being run in Plant No. 3 at
Chrysler Highland Park plant, management installed a,
sprinkler system for fire protection. During Christmas season, the office workers and management personnel were
home having a nice time with their families.
There's nothing wrong with that, except that maybe
all workers should have the same opportunity. But at any
rate the heat in the office building went down: the sprinkler,

system froze; and the result w a s *
>
•
a nice flood descended upon had to stop, and as every worker
Chrysler's gold-plated offices.
knows, this is a cardinal sin
I was also told some offices in against the corporation. In addiTownsend's Temple got wet while tion, it was also the Christinas,
he enjoyed Christmas.
season, the workers were show-;
ing the proper spirit by wishing
HAPPY HOLIDAY
The truth is, the way things each other a happy holiday seawere going in the shop, the big- son, shaking bands with each ottWe have to understand the exshots really needed that sprinkler er and in general having a jovial,
The new men can't do anything system to cool off.
time.
ploitation is both by race and
Well, it may have been a time
class and that in fighting it we about it because there is no union
Just to show that managemust unite race and class. A protection for sixty days. By the ment's heart was in the right for wishing happy holiday for the
black foreman who makes us time sixty days comes around place, the bosses on the night shift workers, but it sure wasn't
sweat for the company is no dif- the company will have set what- on the day before Christmas holi- thought to be so by the bosses.
ferent than a white foreman who ever standards they see fit and day really got into the swing of And they made this clear by takthere will be nothing the worker things. As it so happened, the ing down the names of workers
does the same.
can do about it.
workers on day and afternoon who were not working like the
If there are supervisors then
We just finished a strike con- shifts had pretty much worked up foremen wanted them to. The net
they should be black as well as
all of the production material at result was that some 78 workers'
white, but we can't forget that cerning all the work the company hand, which meant that the mid- names were turned in for disthe supervisors work for the com- has been forcing us to do and night shift workers had to get ciplinary action.
PRODUCTION JITTERS
pany, not for the men.
now they are trying to do the their own stock.
The workers, of course, knew
The union is supposed to work same thing through the back
It also meant that production
what the corporation was mad at.
for the men, but they have been door. Why shouldn't workers be
It was the lost production from
falling down on this. One example protected during the first sixty
the three days' holiday time workis the age of our representatives. days? The union should move in
ers got off for Christmas and the
The company has been hiring a faster to protect a job before the
two other days they got for New
lot of young foremen. But the company builds it up to an almost
Year. This meant production time
union doesn't have many young
PIKEVILLE, Ky. — Alan lost forever. And the bosses had
representatives. There are many inhuman task.
production jitters. How were they
young workers in the plant and
—Fleetwood Worker and Margaret McSurely have going to make up the production
asked for a federal investiga- time lost unless they pushed the
tion of the dynamiting of workers as much as they could?
their home near here Decem- As they found out though, it
ber 13.
The McSurelys and their year- was a bad time to push. Instead
old son, Victor, narrowly es- of getting out more production,
caped death when the dynamite the workers slowed down even
bomb m i s s e d their bedroom more. This added to the bosses'
window. It hit the side of the anger, and they called higher and
house instead.
higher supervision to try to threatPUBLICATIONS OF
BLAME COAL OWNERS
NEWS & LETTERS COMMITTEES
The McSurelys charged in af- en the workers. This didn't work
fidavits filed with the U.S. Dis- either.
A.—American Civilization on T r i a l —
trict Attorney that the dynamitAt any rate, the original 78
Statement of the National Editorial Board. The Negro as
ing was a part of a conspiracy names that were turned in were
Touchstone of History ...,
SOe per copy
against them on the part of coal later cut down to 28, and these
B.—State-Capitalism and Marx's Humanism—
o p e r a t o r s and politicians in are being negotiated. The manBy Raya Dunayevskaya
50c per copy
Eastern Kentucky. They said the agement tried to accuse three
C.—Workers Battle Automation—
conspiracy, designed to prevent workers of being ringleaders of
By Charles Denby, Editor of NEWS & LETTERS ..25c per copy
organization by the poor, started the trouble, and at first wanted
with their arrest under a state to fire them. They were kept on,
D.—The Arab-Israeli Collision—
sedition law in 1967; the law was finally, but the company tried to
A Political-Philosophic Letter
By Raya Dunayevskaya '..
25e per copy
later declared unconstitutional. give one of them ten days off,
The dynamiting came a week another five days off, and the
E.—The Free Speech Movement and the Negro
after the Kentucky Un-American last three days off. The remainRevolution—
Activities Committee (KUAC) ing 25 were docked for three
By Mario Savio, Eugene Walker and
held another in a series of hear- hours work.
Raya Dunayevskaya
50e per copy
ings here. The McSurelys are TENSION GROWS
F.—Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism
field workers for the Southern
This isn't over yet, and there
and the Afro-Asian Revolutions—
Conference Education
F u n d is arguing between the company
By Raya Dunayevskaya
25c per copy
(SCEF), which has been under and union representatives over
attack by KUAC.
G.—France: Spring ' 6 8 —
this whole issue, and things are
An Eyewitness Report by Eugene Walker
10c per copy
Mrs. Anne Braden, associate expected to get a lot worse beH.—Black Mass Revolt—
director of SCEF, sent telegrams fore they get better between manStatement of News & Letters Committees
35c per copy
of protest to Gov. Louie B. Nunn agement and the production workand State Sen. Scott Miller, Jr., ers.
I.—News & Letters
chairman of KUAC.
Unique combination of worker and intellectual, published
Adding to the friction is the.
KUAC STIRS HATE
10 times a year
$1 per sub
tension that is felt about the movShe charged that "this criminal
•
act (the dynamiting) was pro- ing out of the plant workers to
J.—Also available from News & Letters; Marxism
voked by the fear and hatred Ohio and to other Detroit-area
and Freedom
generated by your Committee. In Chrysler plants. With the new
By Raya Dunayevskaya. New- paperback edition contains
Eastern
Kentucky, this Commit- year, more layoffs are in the
added chapter 17, "The Challenge of Mao Tsetee is serving only the interests cards, and the recession the work*«"«3"
$1.98 per copy
of the coal operators . . .
ers fear from the Nixon admin"When a society attempts to
kill ideas by force and fear, it istration is making a lot of them
MAIL ORDERS TO:
always ends up killing people. In feel pretty edgy.
News & Letters,
the name of human life, we call
If management starts to throw
415 Brainard,
on you to suspend activities of its weight around in the plant, it
Detroit, Michigan 48201
KUAC before it is too late — can find it is mixing a real exand a real tragedy descends on plosion that can blow up in Ms
Please enter my subscription to NEWS & LETTERS,
Kentucky."
face. Things aren't exactly like
12 issues for $1 Q
The McSurely bombing was the they used to be—especially beEnclosed please find $
for the following:
latest in a series of dynamiting tween the older workers and the
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
and violence against black and young black militants. There is
(Please circle number corresponding to literature desired
white residents of Kentucky. Five already handwriting on the wall
as listed above)
churches and a pharmacy were that the experience of the older
bombed in the summer and fall workers mixed with the energy
NAME ...
in various parts of the state. The and determination of the young
ADDRESS
pharmacy bombing resulted in militants can produce a very
injury of four persons, including happy marriage for the workers,
CITY ..:
STATE
ZIP
the pharmacist, a leader in the and mean bad medicine for management in the future.
NAACP.

Dynamite Poverty
Workers' Home
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S.F. State College Rebellion
Challenges Entire System
Continued from page 1
root and branch. And it is especially the young, articulate, black
people at S. F. State who have begun to do it.
Their call for a Black Studies Program challenges the educational system. While previously only a few Marxist-Humanists have
stressed the black man's vanguard role throughout American history, the demand by the Black Students Union puts the struggle
on a whole new level, t h e black consciousness which groups such
as the Black Panthers have achieved since the assassination of Dr.
King, has moved further in months than the decades of Negro
History Week that black intellectuals founded to fight the total
exclusion of black people from the history white society has
practiced.
""
DEMAND HISTORIC ROLE OF BLACK AMERICANS
If the demand for the history of the black man is a mass
demand, then it cannot be dealt away by appointing one black
administrator at one school. All of the academic community will
have to be shaken up, beginning with the historical societies who
have perpetuated our present misconceptions of American history.
The African Studies programs which have been in existence the
last few years will not do. We must come to grips with the true
historic role of the black man in America.
This revolutionary black consciousness will hopefully lead to
a demand by white students that the real history of America—the
history of its revolutionary peoples, black, brown, yellow, red and
white—be taught in all the schools. It is not just black people but
most especially white people who need to know the history of this
country. This is not "educational reform" but part of a revolutionary movement.
The strike at State has not only brought black people to leadership but has given voice to many new creative forces. Here is
an excerpt from a leaflet of the "Intercollegiate Chinese For Social
Action" at San Francisco State:
"SF State has a Chinese language department that isolates
the 'Chinese Experience' as a cultural phenomenon in a language
that 83% of the Chinese in the United States do not speak. Realistically, we can expect that a Chinese woman, living in the ghetto,
who speaks Cantonese cannot explain to the scholar that she is dying
of tuberculosis because she speaks a 'street language* while the
scholar mutters a classical poetry in Mandarin. SF State College
does not teach Cantonese.
"Chinatown is a ghetto. In San Francisco there are approximately
50,000 Chinese of whom the vast majority live in Chinatown . . .
"There are no adequate courses in any department or school
at SF State that even begin to deal specifically with the problems
of the Chinese people in this exclusionary and racist environment."
ALL ALIENATED GROUPS PARTICIPATE
Latin-American and Mexican-American student organizations
are also active in the strike.
Besides new elements finding a voice in the student community,
others joined in. On campus the American Federation of Teachers
chapter went on strike both to support the students and to get
recognition for their union. Their strike was supported by the San
Francisco Labor Council. As a result, the food handlers in the
cafeteria left their jobs. There are other unionized employees on
campus who may refuse to cross picket lines.
Off-campus, we cannot say whether the strike will act as a
springboard to an alliance with workers, though some groups within
unions have issued support leaflets and urged workers in their
union to go to San Francisco State and join the students.
We can say that black labor, the black community, is very
much behind what the students are doing. Community people have
come to the campus. The students have moved off-campus to leaflet
and explain the strike in the community. The emergence of the
Third World Liberation Front is an indication that the support
is not limited to the black community, but includes other minorities
in multi-racial San Francisco.
Other campuses in California have had rallies in support of
S.F. State. Some state colleges have indicated that they may walk
out also.
The current reactionary President, S. I. Hayakawa, says all
would be normal except for a small handful of militants and revolutionary communists. The thousands of black, brown, white and
yellow students on strike give short shrift to this old lie. They
have clearly shown how widespread the strike is.
REVOLUTIONARY REORGANIZATION
On the other side, certain "radical" groups have claimed
that it was precisely their politics which led the movement at State
to where it is. They, too, fail to see the vastness of the movement,
all the elements which set it in motion, all the new ideas and forces
coming to the fore. They cannot all be summed' up in the "vanguard
party" with the "right line." Instead these forces must be allowed
to grow to represent a real philosophy of freedom.
What the black students have begun at San Francisco State
is the first act of revolutionary reorganization—the uprooting, at
One and the same time, of the educational system and the racism
that has put American civilization oil trial.

THE YEAR P A S T PRESENT AND FUTURE
I note that an "expert" in
the U.S. State Department refers to 1968 as a year of retrogression. How wrong he is.
It was a year in which the
Czechoslovakian
Communist
leaders had to make a partial
submission to the masses.
Also we had the mass revolt
in France, followed by a similar movement in Italy. The
spark of revolt has been seen
in Poland, and evidence shows
that there is also a spark in
Russia.
The recent demonstrations
in London showed progress despite some weaknesses even
here.
Harry McShane
Glasgow
It has become almost a
cliche—no matter how t r u e to decry the insanity of spending billions on space exploration when we haven't solved
the problems of our own earth
yet. So I put the cliche aside
and got all wrapped up in following the trip to the moon.
Then came the night the
news of the fantastic success
of the flight was followed.'by
the news that people were dying in New York City because
there was no heat in their
tenament buildings. And I
came crashing back to reality
with a thud. It's no cliche. It
is insanity.
Secretary
Chicago
* * *
The race to build the first
supersonic transport plane has
been won by the Soviet Union
and has received as little publicity here as the flight of the
Apollo 8 did in the S o v i e t
Union. The United States, after
working on the project for the
past six years, is a poor third
in the race, with the joint
French-British plane scheduled
for testing in January. The
American Boeing SST will not
be completed until late 1970.
The $2 billion cost of developing the American version
will come out of the taxpayer,
while the profits from its manufacture and use will go to the
stockholders in American aircraft industries.
Observer
Boston
* * *
In our shop we began to
work shorter hours in December. Nobody was surprised.
We've been waiting for it ever
since Nixon got in. We have
been told that there has been
a six percent decline in car
orders already since the election. And this is just the beginning. It looks like it is going
to be a pretty grim new year
for the working man.
Ford Worker
Detroit
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The history of the black past
has never bee'n put into a book
where black children could see
and read how the older black
people have fought here, and
died, just as the black people
>tre getting killed today for
trying to be free. It would be
a good thing if the white race
Would write a true history for
their schools, a history that
would show how the black race
has come its long way through
the injustice and oppression it
has had to face.
Some whites like to change
the truth around. They don't

mind saying that black folks
can do some things — but not
as well as the whites. When
they tell history in their way,
they list aU of the bad things
they can find that a black man
might have done. All the good
things that have been done are
credited to the whites. None
of the bad things doM by
whites are mentioned.
There was a TV special recently about the city of Boston. It proved once and for all
that Negroes are not going to
be fools any longer, saying yes
to everything a white man
says against them, because
they are black.
The black man is standing
up to'tell the white man iMiat
the black people want, and
what they mean to have Without any more waiting. One
hundred years is long enough
to become a free citizen d the
United States.
It has been the black man
who has had the troubles in
this country, all his life. Now
the white man is beginning to
know what trouble is. When
black power gets a Wttie
stronger still, things will have
to change — for the better or
the worse.
E. Dunbar
Detroit
* * *
Some people are advocating
things like five states for Negroes. This is contrary to what
American citizens want.
It is ridiculous even from
the standpoint of the five
states that are being asked for.
What could we do with them if
they gave them to us? Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama^.and
the others . . . those states are
so poor that when the rabbits
go across the fields, they carry
their own lunches!
DPW Union Man
Detroit
* * *
Workers of both races must
realize the reality of a system
which is seeking to draw attention away from a shaky
economy, dangerous militaryindustrial collusion, and a
quiet campaign against organized labor, by appealing to
white fears and racism.
The "law and order" slogan
is not only the excuse for antiriot, anti-strike legislation, but
also a bold attempt to justify
a campaign of genocide at
home at the same time as
Americans are rejecting a similar campaign against the
Vietnamese.
Student in Exile
Canada

PUERTO RICAN TRIALS
Jose del Carmen Garcia
Miranda went on trial in San
Juan, Puerto Rico on Nov. 12
for refusing induction into the
American army. He was the
first of over a hundred induction refusers to stand trial. By
Nov. 12 the draft trials had
been scheduled continuously
on into April, 1969.
On Nov. 18 Garcia was aic*
quitted. T h e government's
case was reportedly airtight.
The draft resistance trials
were expected to last about an
hour apiece. Instead, the very
first trial dragged on in court
for four days. And the government lost — on a technicality.
D e f e n s e attorney Michael
Standard introduced evidence
to show that Garcia had been
issued his induction order otltt
of turn.
On Nov. 20, Colonel Luis
Torres Massa, head of the S^l-..
^e«*lYet Service in ^Puerto) RisjjjL

held a pres& conference. He
denied that Garcia's local
board did not follow the prescribed order of Call when it
drafted him.
Torres stressed repeatedly
during the press conference
that the local boards did not
discriminate . against anyone^
because of his political beliefs. Many Puerto Rican induction refusers are COs pr>
marily for political reasons.
They want independence for
Puerto Rico and argue that
application of the draft law to
Puerto Rico is illegal.
The trial got a lot of attention from the newspapers, and
ran 4i lot of pictures of the
judge and the colonel smiling.
And that's pretty much the
way things stand. At one time
or other lately' everyone has
been smiling. But no one has
yet had the last laugh.
Thomas Dorney
Puerto Rican Peace Center
San Juan, Puerto Rico
* * *

MINE DISASTER
At last—an article on the
mine disaster in West Virginia
that put the blame where it
belonged—on all of them: the
government, the companies,
and the Union. How true it
is that only when the mining
conditions are controlled by
the miners themselves will
such tragedies be ended.
Reader
Philadelphia
* $ *
Your article on the mine
disaster was really excellent
Not another paper or magazine I have read, whether
"radical" or "bourgeois" came
anywhere near touching the
facts and the essence as yours
did. I cannot help but feel that
it had to be written by someone who knew the mines and
mining conditions, from inside,
not from the outside.
Auto Worker
Detroit
* * *
Editor's Note: Andy Phillips,
the author, was a miner for
ten years in West Virginia,
and has lived through an explosion, several roof-falls.
*

& *

THE BLINDING DOLLAR
People from all walks of life
have talked of love for their
children, but I wonder how
much sincerity is involved
since we still tolerate systems
of government that enslave all
children. It is not the intent of
the rulers for their children
to come into this category. But
they can't help suffering all
the corruption of the price
system—except the deprivation
of slave labor.
Slave labor constitutes something like 75 to 90 percent of
the world population, the great
masses in India and Asia,
Africa, Central and South
America and Europe. Some
everywhere. All illiterate victims of the price-profit system,
imposed on the masses since
early history. Now it's the
world bank with "Free World"
military government .
Labor organizations, peace
movements, student rebellions,
and the many do-good societies
are not going to work for theV
liberation of the mass . . .but
in the ranks of all of these
movements there are people
who will.
The Negro is the only people
who have a purpose. They

