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Workers ask:
Who voted
for Nixon?
By Charles Denby, Editor
Many workers are asking these questions: What is in
store for us in the next two years of the Nixon, administration? What other crises and devastating surprises
will he launch against us?
A GM worker with ten years seniority said he was
told by his foreman that the layoffs and cutbacks have
just begun. He doubts seriously that those who are gek
ting the ax now will ever be called back to work. This
same GM worker also said that the "news media seems to
be trying to make the public believe that laid-off workers
are just as well off as when they are working because
they will be receiving 85 to 95 percent of their wages.

WHEN THE MONEY RUNS OUT
It is true that some workers with enough seniority
will receive that amount with their unemployment and
supplementary checks combined, but that is only for 26
weeks. There was a way, before Nixon eliminated it a
year or two ago, that after your 26 weeks ran out you
could file for a government unemployment check at a
reduced rate for up to 13 additional weeks. But today,
after your 26 weeks are drawn out, a worker will have
to look elsewhere for money to get food. But reporters
just say workers laid off will be receiving 95 percent of
their wages, as though this is what we will be getting for
as long as we are out of work.
A woman at another GM plant in Detroit said that
after the layoffs pi the Ternstedt plant they were put on
a six-hour shift, five days a week. She said some of the
workers" who did not get laid off were yelling that laid
off workers are getting more money a week on 95 percent
of their pay than those who are left working. It is practically impossible for them to keep up with their bills on
six hours a day, five days a week.
In fact, no workers know just how long they will still
be working. This woman said some of the workers here
are saying that- the same thing 'that is happening in
Britain is going to happen in this country. The miners
are refusing overtime there, and paralyzing the country,
• because the Heath government is out to break the miners'
union. And many workers believe that the Nixon Administration is out to control every union in this country
that does not play the game his way.
A man who works at another GM plant in Pontiac
said that Black workers are asking white workers why
they are now yelling against Nixon. They are all saying
they did not vote for him. But as one Black worker said,
"Why don't you whites admit that you made a mistake in
supporting Nixon, instead of saying you did not vote for
him. I know damn well most of you did. When Nixon said
(Continued on Page 6)
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Against this American nightmare plan of the
Watergate "law 'n order" meii, stands the persistent
and unshakeable revolt in the Black community, the
growing call for freedom for women, and the daily
struggle at the point of production in the shops,
which only last summer broke out into'the wave
of Chrysler wildcats and sit-downs. It is obvious that
the real "Utopians" in 1974 are those who believe
that this society can be made human through this
or that reform. Everywhere there is a hunger for
a new philosophy of liberation which offers a method to once and for all wipe away the corruption and
insanity of capitalist society.
*

*

*

•

News & Letters both offers a forum for the
voices of revolt throughout the world to speak for
themselves, and does not separate those voices
from Marxist-Humanist philosophy. We are still the
only paper with a Black production worker, Charles
Denby, as editor. Arid News and Letters Committees
is still Hie only Marxist organization headed by a
Chairwoman, Raya' Dunayevskaya, whose latest
work, Philosophy and Revolution reveals a total
philosophy of freedom for our age.
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MILLIONS THROWN OUT OF WORK
IN WORLDWIDE ECONOMIC CRISIS
By Andy Phillips

Severe world-wide recession, if not a fullfledged depression, is the chilling forecast for
1974 predicted by even the more optimistic economic analysts. For the soaring millions of workers who have already been thrown out' of their
jobs, however, it is not a future prospect, but a
grim present reality.

*fc;3fc*:

All world power balances were thrown into a tailspin
once the Arab rulers decided to use oil as a political
weapon. It was every nation for itself and the devil take
the hindmost — except that the super-powers of U.S.,
Russia and China were how arrayed in new postures
from which to move to continue their jockeying for world
power . . . at whatever expense it meant to all other
nations.
In extorting fantastic oil price increases, which the
U.S. even more than the Arab oil monopolists wished for,,
the Arab rulers produced a cut in worldwide industrial
production. This reduction is pushing the entire world,
especially the immigrant workers from the Third World
in West Europe, into economic recession headed by unemployment, and giving ever more power to the two
nuclear super-powers (See Editorial, p. 4).

MASSIVE U.S. LAYOFFS ORDERED

Jobless lines—they'll grow much longer.

An urgent appeal to our readers
The crisis in America and throughout the
world as 1974 begins is so total that it
threatens, at one and the same time, massive
unemployment, budget-breaking inflation and
nuclear destruction.
Nixon-Kissinger's plan for a world under
Pax Americana means first the pacification
of the forces of revolt at home, especially
the Black revolt.

Prlnt

We have been supported and financed since this
paper began in 1955 entirely by the contributions
and subscriptions of our readers — members and
friends. Inflation has hit us hard, just as it has hit
you. On March 1, 1974 NEWS & LETTERS faces an
astronomical increase in postage costs.
The Administration no doubt hopes it will mean
the "death blow" for small newspapers and magazines, as reporters are suggesting it will. We do not
intend to fold up under, Nixon's pressures, either
economic or political. But we need your help.
All of us who work on News & Letters donate our
labor. No one gets paid. But it still costs us over $600
each month in printing costs alone — which are
going up still higher this issue — to send our paper
to you. In fact, all our costs have soared, at the very
time that unemployment Has cut into the contributions of many of our worker-supporters and friends.

PLEASE, GIVE AS GENEROUSLY
AS YOU CAM
NEWS & LETTERS
1900 East Jefferson, Detroit, Mich. 48207
I enclose

as my contribution to help N&L

Name
Address
City

_
•.
State...:..:

Zip.:

In the U.S., some 240,000 auto workers have been
affected, with over 60,000 laid off indefinitely and others
for periods that will continue t.o range from several days
to weeks.
The slashing of the labor force in other industries
likewise goes on, with over 30,000 airline workers furIoughed, and additional tens of thousands reported laid
off almost daily in construction, petrochemicals, aircraft, ste«l, rubber, glass and other basic industries
affected by the energy crisis and the massive ruts
ordered in auto production. That ripple effect is still to
be felt fully, and will involve additional hundreds of
thousands of workers in auto supplier shops and industries.
Much publicity has been given to the illusion that
laid-off auto workers will receive 95 percent of their
take-home pay through a combination of unemployment
compensation and Supplemental Unemployment Benefits
(SUB) negotiated in the United Auto Workers contract.
However, this is true only if a worker has at least a
year's seniority. Of the recently, reported 7,000 Chrysler
workers laid off indefinitely, fully 5,000 of them do not
have their year's seniority and will have to subsist on
unemployment compensation alone.

RECESSION HAD ALREADY BEGUN

There is no doubt that the energy crisis accelerated
the mounting unemployment, but the truth is that the
U.S. was headed for recession before the energy crisis
hit. Unemployment, reported at 4.1 million, or 4.5 percent, in October, rose to 4.3 million, or 4.7 percent, in
November — and this is before the larger layoffs were
ordered.
Actually these figures did not tell the story because
they do not accurately show the true unemployment for
either factory workers, which was 5.5 percent; for
minorities, 9.1 percent; or for the youth, 14.6 percent.
As for Black youth, the rate is so high that it is no
longer even reported.
On top of this, there is the staggering rate of infla-x
tion, which is galloping along at an 8 percent clip. This,
too, gives a false picture, because the basic essentials
of life of the working class — food, clothing, shelter
and medical care — have skyrocketed out of sight. In
Detroit alone, the cost of food during 1973 went up 25
percent! As one auto worker told News & Letters, "We
just got our raise two months ago, and it's already
wiped out by the rise in prices of everything. Nobody
can keep" up with this mess."
This is what Nixonomics has meant for the working
class: a decline in their standard of living in 1973 of 1.9
percent—while corporate profits went up by 25 percent!
In his earlier effort to cut inflation at the expense
of the working class, the forced recession that Nixon
(Continued on Page 7)
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an welfare is ane big headache'

Los Angeles, Cal.—I never heard of welfare
before I came to California. I always worked at
a job in a factory or something. I only came here.,
because the doctors told me one of my daughters
needed a warm, dry climate because of her spinal
meningitis. After a stay in the hospital, her prescriptions alone were $18 a day and I only made
$80 a week at my job. So they told me to go on welfare.
I said "What's welfare?"
It's been a horrible experience and I'm going to get
out of it. I don't like to talk about it. I'd like to have a
job, but the doctor said I can't bend down and wash,
sweep or hang up clothes because of my back.
It's hard, work taking care of my five children, cooking and keeping the house and all. Even if I could find a
job, there are no child-care facilities here at the housing
project; no recreational activities for children or adults;
no jobs for teenage children.
I disagree with the word welfare. It's really just

W L NOTES
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc., has
called for a coalition of civil rights, consumer and
women's groups that would protect minority groups and
i other individual consumers from being further victimized
by unscrupulous landlords and losing jobs and access to
essential services due to the energy crisis. Pointing out
that the poor and minority groups are the first to suffer
in such a situation, the women added that the K8 degree
level is one which the poor would have to go up to,
rather than down to, as the President suggests.
The Irish Republic's ban on importing contraceptives
was ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. Ms.
Mary McGee challenged the sexist law when some contraceptive jelly that was mailed to her was seized by
customs. This first victory may make it more probable
that a bill presented by Senator Mary Robinson, allowing
the advertising and selling of contraceptives will be
passed.
•
Women — wives and friends of miners — sometimes
more than 70 at a time, are picketing the Eastover's
Brookside mine and the Bailey's Creek mine in Harlan
County Kentucky. The miners, on strike since June 26,
'73, have an injunction against them allowing no more
than three pickets at a mine entrance. The women
were so successful in stopping the scabs that they were
arrested. Women whose husbands were also in jail had
little choice but to take their children into the cells
with them.
•
The first Black Feminist Conference sponsored by
the National Black Feminist Organization met in New
York Dec. 2. Women who attended this meeting vowed
to form their own chapters in ,their respective states.
Agreement was reached that Black Women's Liberation
"is a matter of survival" and that there should be unity
between the Black and white women's liberation, movement.

supplementary aid. Most people on welfare work at a
job but don't make enough to support their families, so
they get a little extra check, but only a bare minimum.
They only get what they would have gotten from welfare
without a job. So there's no incentive to get a job.
Most people on welfare aren't
sitting around depending on people
to give them something. There
would be no need for welfare if
people had child-care available and
if there were_ enough decent jobs
with a decent living wage to go
around. Being on welfare is not a
privilege. It's just one big headache.
We waste a lot of time filling out forms for the
welfare office. I have to go once every six months and
fill out a 20-page questionnaire. It takes a whole "day.
Others (who aren't classified disabled, as I am) have to .
go more often—some every three weeks.
We waste a lot of time at the doctor's, too. If you're
on Medi-Cal, they put you last on the waiting list, no
matter how long you've been waiting. The cash customers
come first, then credit customers. Sometimes they don't
get to you one day and you have to come back the next
day and start waiting again. You're on welfare so they
figure that means you have nothing to do.
Training programs are a farce. With the WIN program, you work a couple of weeks and that's it. It just
takes jobs away from other poor people. They"don't want
people on welfare to get a trade and they won't pay people to go to school so they can better themselves and get
off welfare. There are no jobs for you anyway.
-If you've got a kid in college, they have to be taking
13 units at all times, and there is no extra allowance for
school expenses: tuition, books, etc. Welfare only pays
rent, $50 a year per child for clothing, and food, and
they seem to cut benefits every year. I'm all for cutting
welfare fraud, starting with the Reagans and the Nixons
with their private jets, no taxes and their big expense
accounts.
•
»
—Audrey William

f

Book Review

Women struggle in Appalachia
Hillbilly Women, Kothy Kahn, Doubleday & Company,
Inc., Garden City, New York, 1973, $7.95

Life in the Southern mountains of Appalachia
is a hard one, filled with pain and struggle; poverty and determination, death and joy. Hillbilly
Women captures all of the contradictory elements
of this life as lived by the women of the region
and told by the women themselves. It is a book
filled with courage and pride.
The nineteen women whose stories appear in Hillbilly
Women are proud that4hey are Hillbillies and women,
and are- proud of their history. Some of them are coal
miners' daughters, wives and widows, who, along side
the men who work in the mines, helped to organize the
United Mine Workers union hi its early days and have
fought against its transformation' into its opposite — a
company-controlled union.
These women tell of the constant fear of waiting for
someone who is underground in a mine. They describe
standing in their homes with a rifle in their hands while
company thugs search for union organizers, and of trying
to collect Black Lung benefits due them. They tell stories
of walking picket lines, fighting for higher wages and
better safety conditions for miners.

WOMEN IN TEXTILE MILLS

'WOMAN AS FORCE AND AS REASON" —

silk1 screen poster in black, brown, purple and white
created for News & Letters "by P. Tamura. Dimensions,
22 by 28 inches.

Special offer through March, International
Women's Month—$3, postage free
Order from News & Letters

Other women write of their work in textile mills.
They describe conditions in cotton mills -which gave
women workers Brown Lung disease from uncontrolled
cotton dust, and oi the forced high production quotas
which cause women to use drugs in order to keep their
jobs. Two women tell their experiences in a 1966 textile
strike over seniority at the Blue Ridge, Georgia, LeviStrauss plant. Four hundred women workers walked out
en masse and stayed out for 14 months. Their strike
received no support from their union, and after scab
workers Voted the union out, some' of the strikers began
their own plant, one with humane working conditions.
Several women left the mountains to Jook for work
in cities as there are so few jobs for women in the
region. These women talk about their lives in Hillbilly
ghettos, the prejudice against them as mountain women.
CONSTANT STRUGGLE
All of the women write of poverty and of their
struggle against it. They struggle against the mine owners and bosses who constantly exploit them -and their
land, and against the government bureaucrats and red
tape.
Few of the women talk of the women's liberation
movement. Their lives and struggles are the living example of women's liberation as reason and as force.
They are liberated women because they must be, and
their struggle for freedom is universal. Their stories
and the stories of thousands of women who share this
struggle, can be fully appreciated only by reading Hillbilly Women oneself.
— Janet Ross
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WAY OF THE WORLD
Back to cotton fields for us?
By Ethel Dunbar
The mess this country is in today is so terrible that
it is the number one conversation with practically
every person I talk with. AH believe that it is manufactured By Nixon and his Administration. There is a
shortage in all the basic needs, from toilet tissue to fuel
oil, cotton fabrics, and practically everything else.
A woman said, "I lived through the President Hoover
Depression in the late '20s and early '30s, and his Administration starved many poor people to death. This
Nixon Administration is starving and freezing people to
death all at the same time."
An old Black fanner from Alabama was talking
about how the Department of Agriculture in that state
was insisting that farmers plant all the cotton they
possibly can this coming year, because there is such a
shortage in cotton material. The government would relax
most, restrictions on farmers that have been held for
some 50 years, and the price would be in the range from
90c to 95c a pound. I grew up on a farm in Alabama,
and in those years if we got 20c a pound we considered
it top price. Most of those years the price ranged from
6c to 12c a pound.
The farmer said the man from the Agriculture Department gave hi«J two reasons for the cotton shortage:
that because of the oil crisis, we cannot produce the
synthetic materials that are used instead of cotton; and
secondly, that this country was importing much of its
cotton from Japan, and again because of the energy
crisis, we are hot getting the cotton from' East Asia._
He said that old Senator Eastland from Mississippi may
be the happiest person in this country about' the cotton
shortage.
The poor and working class people always suffer
from any crisis situation in this country, just as we are
doing today, but there is one thing that really disturbed
me about this cotton shortage. I was watching a TV
program and one person said that because of this crisis
in cotton, it would be a good way to eliminate people
from the welfare rolls by deporting them back South and
starting them to raise cotton. He said this would help
some ih easing the shortage, and eliminate the high
budget for welfare rolls. I do not think any people on
welfarei will accept his suggestion.

If you have a story, or want to contact
News & Letters Women's Liberation Committees in San Francisco, Connecticut, Detroit, Los Angeles or New York, write to the
addresses in the box page 3.

Detroit Readers — don't miss
this Unique opportunity

RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
will give a Special series of six lectures
based on her new work,

PHILOSOPHYand
MEVOLUTION,
just .released by Dell Publishers.
SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 7 P . M .
at the Downtown YWCA
(Elizabeth at Witherell)
Jan. 20—Hegel's Absolutes as
New Beginnings
Jan. 27—i-Marx's Discovery of a New
Continent of Thought
Feb. 3—-Lenin and Trotsky as
, Theoreticians
Feb. 10--World Economic Realities
and the Thought of Mao
Tse-tung
Feb. 17—.-Sartre's Existentialism and
Marcuse's One Dimensional
Man
Feb. 24-r-Marx's Humanism Today:
Africa, East Europe, the
United States
Admission Free
For more information, call or write
News & Letters Committees
1900 E. Jefferson, Detroit 48207
Telephone 961.1010
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Italian oil shortage throws economy into chaos
Milan, Italy—The situation in Italy has had
such an overturn since the "oil crisis" that it
seems a sort of jiightmare. Since things change
everyday, I can only give a description of what
is going on now.
The new central-left government came to power with
a program of control on all prices without any word on
a wage freeze. The Communist Party supported the government to the point that it stated it would do all in its
power to see that there would not be the usual wave of
strikes — which by now take place every year in autumn.
They seem to be sticking to their promise.

AUTO HIT FIRST
The Italian economy is in a state of total crisis. The
auto industry was the first to be hit by the so-called lack
of petroleum. The Arab countries are perfectly willing to
sell their, petroleum to all the European Economic Community (EEC) — Holland excluded — with a five percent
increase in price. Fiat announced that production would
be reduced by about one third. This happened just at the
time that the unions were contracting for the
re-hiring of
the innumerable number of workers fired1 during last
years' strikes, but the managers of Turin responded that
they would have to lay-off at least another 300,000
workers.
Naturally every industry and company is suffering
in the same way, but as in all capitalist countries the
auto industry is crucial not only for its production of
motor vehicles but for industrial equipment. Now the
chemical industry is in the same sort of crisis. All companies — big, small or medium — will not have essential
parts for construction.

"WAR" AUSTERITY
The social effects of all of this will be disastrous,
and no one is trying to minimize them.The government
has made it known that we have to think that we are
living in the same conditions of austerity that a "wareconomy" calls for. This is in part due to the apparent'
but not clear lack of fuel, but also to the attempt to
free Europe from U.S. economic dependence.
It has leaked out of the EEC conference that at
least six million people in this area will be fired in the
coming year. Italy will be the worst hit because the first
Local News & Letters Committees can be
contacted directly in the following areas:
SAN FRANCISCO :PO Box 77303, Station E,
San Francisco, Cal. 94107
CONNECTICUT: PO Box 291,
Hartford, Conn. 06101 (527-9868)
LOS ANGELES: PO Box 24371,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90024
DETROIT:
1900 E. Jefferson,
Detroit 48207 (961-1010)
1VEW YORK:
PO Box 5463, Grand Central Sta.
New York, N.Y. 10017
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to be fired will be the Italian immigrants working abroad.
Kissinger has boasted that the Europeans might have
almost frozen to death if it were not for him, but many
«re already half frozen to death. Central heating has
been decreased by 10 to 20 percent, but most Italians
do not have central heating and use kerosene stoves;
by now there is no kerosene for domestic use.
The price of bread has increased by about 30 percent *
and pasta spaghetti, etc.—the food of the poor) by at
least 50 percent. The government is thinking of rationing
meat since most of it comes from the U.S.; the price
of electricity and gas for domestic use will probably be
more than doubled; sugar and salt are almost unfindabie;
and all of this is just part of the list.
The government is thinking of introducing a three
year wage freeze for public employees and workers and,
if it does so, private industry will certainly manage to
do the same.
A sort of mystified hysteria has broken out (certainly
not helped by the massacre at Rome's airport) in which
people shout: VLet's'kill all of the Arabs;" "Put all of
the Texas oil meir in jail;" or even, "Kill all of the
Americans." Then there are fights among neighbors on
such things as who has more sugar than another.
What is needed is a sound theoretical analysis, but
certainly the Italian left is not giving anyone that.

Detroit, Mich-—Everyone at Fleetwood is talking about all these layoffs. The company laid off
all workers with less than 90 days the Friday after
we got back to work from Christmas. Everyone is
running around looking for some bigshot who will
tell them what is going to happen, but they all
have a different story. The notice is up that the
plant will be down on Friday Jan. 18th for "inventory." Many workers say that this is just the
beginning but no one knows how far it will go.
One thing all workers know is the terrible effect that
massive layoffs would have on our lives. Sub pay lasts
for one year. Many workers were without work for longer
than that in the late 5Cs. If you have less than a year
you will have to make it on compensation alone. If you
don't have 90 days you .don't get anything. All this
means that many workers, those with families, younger
workers, many who have just bought houses, could lose
everything.
The only ones who are not talking about these layoffs are the UAW leaders. That is because they have
been taken off the hook. Only a few months ago Chrysler
and Ford workers were raising hell about how bad the
contracts were. By the time our contract came up you
didn't hear any more about it because we were all worrying about our jobs. Who cares if the contract you used
to have stinks when you are in the street? What about
those who are "lucky" enough to keep their jobs? We
all know that all this will change the speed of the line.
That will.mean breaking down jobs, and that always

by John Allison

C.E.: where asbestos kills you
Lynn, Mass. — Asbestos is a killer. Asbestos is in the
General Electric River Works Plant. And breathing in
excessive amounts of asbestos can cause three types of
maladies.
1) Asbestosis— This is caused by the asbestos fibers
that get into your lungs. They form scar tissue inside
your lungs and eventually cause you to suffocate to
death. This usually shows up approximately 20 years
after your exposure.
2) Lung Cancer — It has been proven that asbestos
can cause lung cancer.
3) Mesothelioma —This is a new and rare form of
cancer. So new, in fact, that once it is diagnosed it is
just a matter of time before you die. Asbestos is the only
known cause of Mesothelioma. Also, doctors do not know
at this time how much asbestos you have to be in contact
with in order to get Mesothelioma. There is a case of a
woman who got Mesothelioma, and her only contact with
asbestos was washing her husband's clothes. The present legal limit is 5 fibers per cubic centimeter of air. This will be dropped in 1976 to 2 fibers per
cubic centimeter of air.! In a recent test given by the
state, 1,540 fibers per cubic centimeter of air was found
at one location, Bldg. 77E at a table saw. This saw has
now been vented, but what about all those years before
ventilation? As stated before, it takes about 20 years for
any symptoms to show up.
--from Survival Kit, Cambridge, Mass.

AUT6,

Fleetwood

Mass confusion
over seniority
in auto layoffs

PRICES SOAR; WAGES FREEZE,

HOPS

T>
means putting more work on the

worker.
Do we only have rights when things are good and
lose when things get bad? What will the union do when
the company is laughing at them because these will be
the only jobs there are and the streets will be filled
with people beggingx for them? We need to make some
big changes in this country and we need to make them
NOW' .
—Fleetwood worker

Chrysler Mack
Detroit, Mich. — Where this energy crisis has caused
tremendous layoffs of workers, it not only causes hardships with those who have gotten the ax, but it puts a
double burden and. pressure on those of us who are left.
Many of us that are still working at Mack have been
transferred to new jobs or had more work added to
the old ones.
It is like breaking in as a new hire—there is no way
we can get our production out. It makes the work twice
as hard, because the company, and especially the foremen, are expecting the same production standards as
they did before the regulars on those jobs were laid off.
It isxnot only the unemployed who are catching hell
because of this crisis. The workers who are left behind in
this plant and, I'm sure, many other plants are catching
hell also.
The press and the UAW Jeaders should turn a little
attention to those of us who are left behind. But I'm sure
they are waiting until another revolt like we had here
at Mack this summer hits "like a clap of lightning"
before the company and the union begin to yell.
—Mack worker

The great confusion that the auto layoffs are going
to bring can be seen in the example of the 800 workers
laid off at the Ford frame plant. The confusion set in
because the union had no lay-off slips or advice to give
to the workers.
'
Both the second and third shifts were wiped out in
this quick reduction of the work force. The backlash from
a lay-off required bumping. That is, workers with high
seniority are supposed to be kept over workers with less
seniority.
But look at this that happened at the Ford frame
plant. A worker with 35 years seniority was bumped by a
worker with 36 years seniority. It's hard to believe, but
it happened.
The worker with the 35 years seniority isn't going to
be laid off, but this gives you some idea of how messed
up this whole lay-off problem is going to get.
Management has worked overtime so long that they
have forgotten how to lay off according to seniority. And
the union has been so busy counting dues dollars that
they have forgotten the lay-off machinery in the contract.

WORSE AT CHRYSLER AND GM
Try to think, if you can, about what is- happening at
Chrysler and at GM, where they are reducing their work
force far more than Ford is. This is the kind of confusion
that is going on in every auto plant in the U.S.
But it goes a lot deeper than just this. When you
face the fact that you might be out of a job, you'll do
a lot of things you wouldn't do in other situations. A lot
of workers with long seniority have gone on to jobs that
they can keep up with when they could move up in their
" work.
Now, with the lay-offs, they will have to go back to
jobs that they just can't do. The jobs on the production
line just take so much out of you that you can't make
the switch very easily. As a matter of fact, you just can't
cut the work at all.

MORE DEATHS AND INJURIES
This means you're going to hear about a lot of workers who'll be droppiiw from heart attacks or taking a lot
of time off because the killing grind of the production
line is more than they can take. It will make no difference to management. It never has. All they're concerned about is what they've always been concerned
about—and that's production.
Seniority protection is all that workers have. But it
sure isn't enough when all you get out of it is the chance
to kill or hurt yourself in a job you shouldn't have to do—
and at tr>e same time throw somebody else out of work.

lack the Farah 3 , 0 0 0 !
El Paso, Tex.—Three thousand workers have
been on strike against Farah Manufacturing
Company for a year and a half in an effort to
unionize this huge manufacturer of men's pants.
In addition to the struck plants in Texas, Farah has
others in1 the Southwest and overseas. Even though the
national boye'het of Farah pants has greatly cut sales, the
company still refuses to talk about the union.
The workers are 85 percent women and 95 percent
Chicane But . :y plant had no Chicano or women supervisors. We were paid from $1.70 to $2.50 an hour. When
we started picketing, the cops waited until nighttime and
arrested women with children off the picket lines.
The boycott of Farah is really hurting. My plant is
barely working three
days a week and plans to close for
a few months. F ' v s h has done everything to improve
sales, from «.san; :¾ the labels (don't buy any pants that
say SuPai. Daiis.-, Par Excellent, Golden Scroll, Ambassador, or * • • "ir> , to rclvertising for4he first time.
Suppor -, t i . Loycoct has been great. Representatives of the work, r in Farah's Belgian and Japanese
actories car.,e t
i. us. The United Farm Workers union
is supporting us, and we each picket with the other in
our trave:- '• • ' the country.
Our mice . , really affected the Chicano community in . r . r : addition to supporting us, there have
been mr ;• . .Mexican Independence Day and a demons»:,iti.,i, -£-,4>us( police brutality for the first time. Also,
before oi r strike, there had been no major strike in El
Paso foi n years, "ow there were five last year alone.
No;
n workers are very interested in our strike too,
bo'•:•.. -se
the 'juthwest becomes unionized it will stop
all the run-,jwa\ shops in the clothing industry.
Boycott Farah Pants!
—Farah striker
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THE MIDDLE EAST: NEITHER WAR NOR PEACE

The new year began where the old one had ended—
with all eyes on the Middle East. The fighting had supposedly stopped, but "violations" were continuous. The
oil embargo-was "aimed" at the U. S., but was hurting
Europe far more drastically. The combatants had sent
delegates to Geneva, but all decisions were being made
in Moscow and Washington, especially Washington.
• Moshe Dayan was summoned to talks with Henry
Kissinger as soon as the Israeli elections were over.
Golda Meir's '"Labor Party" had retained control by a
slim margin: the expected heavy vote against Meir had
apparently been muted by the fear that the far-rightist,
old terrorist, Menachem Begin, might actually out-poll
her.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—"CAPITAL"
OF THE MIDDLE EAST
The talks between, Dayan and Kissinger took place
only after Kissinger and Soviet Ambassador Drobrynin
had already arrived at a plan. The "new" worked out by
Kissinger-Dayan was a gesture for peace that Israel will
offer. A compromise to withdraw its army inside the
Sinai 20 miles from the Suez Canal, if Egypt "thins out"
its forces on the east bank, is supposed to convince '
Egypt that they have achieved a victory, and prepare
the ground for re-opening the Suez Canal. That much has
been discussed ever since 1967.
The game that all are playing now is a deadly game,
the rules of which have been set by the U. S. and its oil
interests; Russia and its global interests; Arab rulers
and oil magnates in non-Arab countries.
Geneva is a facade — chosen to help Arabs and
Israelis save face, as well as to pretend that Europe has
something to do with the matter. The truth is that the
Middle East decisions are made wherever Kissinger is—
and that when it is all over, the Middle East will be in
the same mess it was before.

GLOBAL AIMS FOR ALL
What the October war showed that was new was that
the Middle East could become the key to the international
situation, as Germany was in World Wars I and II. That

was the main aim of the Egyptian intiative in starting
the latest Arab-Israeli war. Whether it succeeded, no one
can yet tell. It is true that the center of attention has
moved from "the Year of Europe" to the year of the
"Arabs' coming of age". But that is a long way from an
actual shift in global outlook of the two superpowers.
What is clear is that neither Russia nor the U. S.
(nor China) cares about either Arabs or Israelis. It is
their own global aims that matter to them, and they
have no intention of letting either the Arab lands or Israel
set the time table for World War III. What was new in
1973 was that the Arabs, too, have learned to be global
and not just regional.
The Arab rulers, to Nixon-Kissinger's surprise,
proved they were not interested in money as much as in
having an impact on global politics. Toward that end,
they showed Arab unity for the first time and used oil as
a political weapon for the first time. What they were notready for, was the consequences—which is why Washington, D. C. is still the center for all.

"SAVING" NIXON

less take seriously, the ludicrous proposal Kissinger
made in London, immediately after he left Brussels, to
create an "Energy Action Group" to ensure the world
fuel supply at reasonable prices—which would include
not only the U. S. and Europe, but Japan, as well as
the oil-producing nations! As if any of these "partners"
have the same interests.
What every single ruler does share in common is the
conviction that "the real enemy" is not abroad, but at
home: their own proletariat. Ever since 1968 it has been
the fear of near-revolution in their own lands that has
eventually brought forth their class solidarity with the
foreign nuclear power they hate and yet depend on so
much: Nixonland—USA.
The only reason Europe has again been forced to
listen to Kissinger and may yet decide to let Nixon have
his "Year of Europe" is because 1974 promises deep
recession not only in the U. S./but even more severely
in Europe. This is the spectre that is haunting the world
in the 1970s.

The global outlook, however, is not all that preoccupies Kissinger. What does is saving Nixon. And that assignment has a pressing deadline. The House Judiciary
Committee has begun to hear evidence collected by John
Doar on the question of impeachment, and has set an
informal March deadline for a committee decision. A
trip to Europe for Nixon, to make 1974 "the Year of
Europe" that 1973 wasn't, would shore up the battered
President and surely help to convince Congress that they
"need" Nixon, despite all. The question is how to convince Europe that it needs Nixon?
At the two-day NATO meeting in December in Brussels, French Foreign Minister Jobert gave bitter expression to the general European distrust of the V. S.-Soviet
agreements that have been made over their heads. In the
most open clash in NATO's 24-year history, Jobert told
Kissinger that the V. S.-Soviet pact had brought into
question not only the guarantee of the U. S. nuclear
deterrent, but the Atlantic Alliance itself.
How then, could they listen with straight faces, much
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Reader
THE CRISIS
Everyone in the plant thinks the energy
crisis is phoney — that it's really another
Nixon crisis. We're getting used to a
different crisis every day.
Factory Worker
Los Angeles
The so-called gas crisis, in the opinion
of most of the people I've talked to
while on the road traveling from New
Jersey to San Francisco, is simply a
plan through which the- conglomerates
can get double their riches at the expense of workers all across the country.
The most vocal have been the truckers.
The guys who drive the steel-rigs on
the East Coast were the base of the
giant blockades, according to one guy I
met. He told me, "Somebody would call
up on. the citizen's band, 'Oh, gee! I
just ran out of gas out here right in the
left hand lane of the Interstate!' and
before you'd know it, two thousand
others would be stopped to 'give him a
hand, and, well, you know how hard it
is to clean up a mess like that!"
The governor of N. J. dredged up a
law that was created for the benefit .of
CORE activists -who'd planned to block
freeways in 1964. The threat of long jail
terms, high fines, and five-year loss of
license didn't seem to scare anybody.
A company driver from N. J. told me
a buddy of his took a day off for that
200th anniversary of the Boston. Tea
Party. He drove all the way up to Boston
so he could dump a gallon of diesel fuel
in the harbor there.
Traveler
On The Road

fice. There has been a big campaign inthe company encouraging employees to
adopt energy-saving measures, and
trumpeting the recycling paper campaign they began in the office. In this
energy crisis (read: ecological'disaster)
you can only conclude it's a pretty insane
system that sets such priorities as do
my employer and Nixon.
Paper Shuffler
New York

* *. *

* * *

There is talk about the possibility of
a winter federal election over the energy
crisis. The government has done nothing
to help most people get through the long
cold winter, and both Stanfield and
Lewis say they intend to bring down the
government over this issue. Of course;
no one will do anything to hurt-the oil
companies, but the conservatives are
talking about creating a policy on energy. Trudeau doesn't even have that.
For once,.Canada can't follow Nixon's
lead because Nixon isn't leading anywhere, and if'he does in the future, no
Canadian government would survive the
kind of moves Nixon seems able to make
with impunity.
Observer
Montreal
* * *
Your December lead article really
showed the totality of the world crisis.
It is not only oil politics, but how to keep
Russia out of the Mideast which lies
behind U. S. policy. The energy crisis is
not just an energy crisis, but the competitive decadence of capitalism.
Teacher
Los Angeles
* * $

They still keep talking about wage
controls, but nobody even talks about
price controls any more. How could tliey,
when we've seen gas prices soar up
more than double in one year! What
Phase is this one?
/ Worker
Detroit
* * '«
I work in an insurance company which
brags on the front page of its employee
newspaper about a holiday wreath
weighing one ton, made of fresh fir trees,
hung over the entrance of the main of-

I've lived through a lot in my lifetime,
but never anything like Nixon. You
would have to be as crazy as he is to
believe he shouldn't be impeached. The
only problem is that Congress will never
have the guts to do it . . . unless they
are forced to, by the people.
Octagenarian
Philadelphia
* * *
. When even the reactionary Detroit
News came out for Nixon's resignation
I couldn't help but feel that they think

Gerald Ford will be more reactionary .
than Nixon — and therefore more to be
"trusted."
Observer
Detroit
.* * *
Nixon has a new enemies list, I hear.
I would be glad to be on it. But the
danger of the list isn't to those on it, but
that it could be created in the first place.
It shows what they are capable of.
Observer
California
* * *
It is interesting to see some of the
most reactionary newspapers in the
country coming out for Nixon's resignation. What it means is that they are for
anything to keep him from being impeached. They must be worried about a
civil war, if that ever happened.
Politico
California

THE WORKING DAY
About 15,000 working people are killed
every year on the job. I noticed that the
Lockheed tunnel disaster case, in which
17 people were murdered, was just
settled. Lockheed got a fine, which no
doubt will be taken as- a tax deduction.
The Supervisors got short jail sentences,,
which are postponed to 1976 when they
will be renewed again. Compare this to
the publicity when one policeman is
killed.
Worker
Los Angeles

NIXONISM
I disagree with the Chrysler Mack
worker who said, in your Nov. issue, that
there weren't 72 "Communists" or "radi*
cals" in the entire UAW. There may or
may not be 72 Communists in the UAw,
but for "doggone sure there are a wholq
lot more than 72 radicals. By radicals'
I mean workers who want to change this
whole system around, and get to the
root cause of their problems. That meanschanging the conditions of production
they have to work under — whether
they're auto workers, steel workers,

rubber workers, miners or workers in
any other industry. Their conditions of
work make radicals out of them — and
there are hundreds of thousands of them
all over this country.
Ex-coal Miner
Detroit
•

When I came otit of school at the end
of the First World War, I couldn't get
a job just 7 miles out of Trenton, where
I grew up, because I was Black. Even
as a musician, a club "couldn't use you"
if you were dark skinned. I know I
played better than some of those lighter
skinned-colored people who got the jobs.
I'd say, it's better now. Blacks still
get the hardest, dirtiest jobs. And we
pay more rent than whites do. But the
young people now won't take it anymore.
If they can't find a decent job, something they want to do, they don't work.
Worker
New York
* * *
As a woman who has to work for a
living, and wants the workday to end
after eight hours, I was glad to see the
auto workers' revolt against the UAW's
false claim of getting "voluntary" overtime in the contract. But I was really
disgusted with the skilled trades' racist
elitism in their arguments against production workers being able to dp their
jobs. It seems to me a real demand that
would grow out of worker solidarity
would be "provide enough jobs so that
no one has to work more than 8 hours."
I believe, we'll have to make a whole
new society ..before we know what time
we can go home from work.
Office Worker
Detroit
* * *
Recently I was working in a gas station in Ohio and after four weeks I had
to quit. One of the reasons was because
of cash shortages for which $27 was deducted from my sub-minimum wage
check. Another reason was that we were
required to work eight and a half hours
a day, seven days' a week, and we
weren't even given time to eat while on

