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Can't we
get job
safety?

.~ A woman worker got her whole hand cut off in a
. dough mixing:machine this winter at the frozen baked

.- goods. factory ‘my friend works in. The guard had been

. left off the machine. A few months later, a maintenance

mechanic fell- off the top of a high stepladder and:

. smashed his -elbow. He was lucky he wasn’t killed. Two
hours' later, another woman got her finger cut off in a
machine.

“The company talks a lot about safety rules. Any
month there’s no accident, they raffle off a hundred dol-
lar bonus. But accidents still happen. To me, this is be-
cause of the supervisors’ own negligence,” explained my
friend. “In the case of the maintenance mechanic, he
was made to paint without a safety belt, with strong
smelling paint. The steward told the supervisor that the
fumes were killing the people working the line. The su-
pervisor’s response was to hand out paper masks to the

- workers, and shut the door where the mechanic was
painting. The fumes made him dizzy and he fell. Why
couldn’t the company wait till the weekend to paint?”
AUTOMATION INCREASES DANGERS

What this brought to mind was the meatpackers on
strike at Patrick Cudahy in Wisconsin, who had a story
in the March 27th N&L where they said the scabs were

getting about 47 injuries a-day.-And I remember the -

_start of the Hormel strike in Austin. The workers said
.you could bet they weren’t going out over 69 cents an
hour, The high rate of injuries, the speed-up, the prison
discipline at ' this newest and most automated plant
were all part of why this strike happened.

Does meatpacking have to be cold, wet and hazard-
ous? Does baking pies have to mean risking losing your
.~hand? What has happened to the very nature of human

labor along the way from the self-activity that it was in

more “primitive” times, to the alien actlvxty it is in to-
day’s automated mass production?

When my friend says the accidents are due'to the °

- supervisors’ negligence, that is true.. But it’s ‘also
true that the supervisors are driven by the prod-
. uction numbers. 1 asked myself; are these industrial
.. accidents  really *"accidents”? Two events came to
mind: ) :
T ) (continued on page 3)
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From IBP to Hormel: meatpackers
fight companies, union _ bureaucrats

P-9 strikers from Hormel rally in Austin, Minn.

by Michael Connolly

Over 2,000 members of UFCW Local 222, work-
ers at IBP’s Dakota City, Neb. beef-packing plant,
voted March 15 to strike against a company-pro-
posed concessions contract that would freeze wages

- for four more years—for a total of nine years with-
“out a raise—and impose ‘a permanent two-tier

wage system. The vote followed a three-month
lockout at the plant by IBP, an announcement
that the company intended to resume production
with scab labor, and was taken in the face of a
Nebraska law limiting strikers to two pickets every
50 feet. One striker told N&L: “We know it will
be a tough fight, but we can’t go back to wage

cuts and the kind of injuries at work we had be-

fore the lockout.”

The IBP workers’ vote followed by one day a mass
march and rally of 1,000 Hormel strikers and supporters
in Austin, Minn. in which members of News and Letters
Committees participated. “Revitalizing” is the word for

. the spirit seen .in ‘Austin, in the determination of the

Hormel strikers of Local P-9 after 19 months of struggle
against both the company and the UFCW (United Food
and Commercial Workers) International leadership; in

the solidarity of rank-and-file workers from other com-

‘panies -and - industries 'who drove 10, 15, or 20 hours

from all over the Midwest to join the march; and in the

Students challenge campus racism

Columbia students march to fraternity row.

Columbia protests

New York, N.Y.—A spirited group of close to

1,000 attended a rally on March 26 called by the Con-
. cerned Black Students of Columbia in protest against a
~‘racist incident that occurred at the University several
days earlier. The demonstrators, who demanded the im-
" mediate expulsion of four white students charged with
. -assaulting several Blacks, marched in neighborhood

- streets to the area where the fraternity houses are lo-
i+ cated. (The students charged with instigating the racist

" attack were from two fraternities.)

The incident occurred early Sunddy mormng when a -

(conﬁnued on page 7)

U. of Mich. stude link arms against racism.

U of Mich. demonstrations

Ann Arbor, Mich.—After several days of protests
over a series of racist incidents at the U. of Michigan
campus, students in two coahtlons—the Black Action
Movement (BAM) and the United Coalition Against

Racism (UCAR) won an agreement from the university =
admistration to increase the number of Black students
‘and faculty on the campus. ‘

The agreement did not come automatlca.lly It took -

blockading the entrance to the student union, a confron-

tation at the Regents meeting and an- all-night sit-in at
”the adnnnmtratlcn building ‘before the: Umverszty Presi-

(contmued on page 7)

vision of a worker-controlled, militant, democratic union
movement out to end Reaganism’s attacks.

LABOR SOLIDARITY IN AUSTIN

From <Clarksville, Penn. came women coal miners

- speaking about unsafe conditions in the mines; from

Kansas City came striking TWA flight attendants; from
Pontiac, Mich. came autoworkers fighting plant .closings.

Meatpackers from nearly every company in the industry - = -

drove to Austin from Iowa and Wisconsin, Kansas and
Oklahoma, lllincis and Nebraska. In defiance of Austin
Mayor John O’Rourke’s attempts to block the parade.

‘and his comment that “After all, we don’t allow dogs to-

run.loose,” Hormel strikers led the parade by marching

"~ in mock dog houses. One striker's sign read: “I P9,

not K-9.” )
The IBP strike and the Austin rally took place Justr .
- (continued on page 8) :

Direct from South Africa

Freedom Journal
UWUSA is a scab front

Johannesburg, South Africa—The United
Workers - Union -of South. Africa (UWUSA), has em-
barked on a unique organizing campaign to boost its
membership figures—it has started organizing workers
against striking COSATU (Congress of South African
Trade Union) members.

Factories where bosses have dlsmlssed progresswe un-
ion membership have become “fertile organizing terrain

. for this Inkatha-backed union. The union is said to be-

organized in at least two factories in Natal where- COS-{[
ATU members were dismissed. The Sarmcol factory in
Howick is one. a5

The UWUSA campalgn is ‘in keeping with’ an un- -
written commitment to clearlng factories  of ‘any
“radical worker presence.” But the strong determi- -

nation and unity workers have demonstrated to win S

back their jobs has proved to be.a very real threat to :
the “scab front.” =
Bosses have been bowing to worker pressure and dis-

 missing UWUSA-backed scabs. This makes UWUSA’s

long term presence at strike-hit factories very tentative,

It is therefore, not surprising that vigilantes linked to
Inkatha recently attacked strikers in Natal when the
unity maintained by the Metal and Allied Workers Un-

* ion became a threat to UWUSA’s. presence there. Scab

workers are not. permanent workers. They are ‘mostly

used when workers are on strike.

Editor’s note: Before the Botha regime- gets too hap-
py with its brilliant ‘invention of a scab union, they
should keep in mind that the greatest power strike in -

.the. U.S~the Duquesne Power strike of 1948—was be-

gun by workers from inside just such a company umon
' ok ok %

'New federation of youth

Johannesburg, South Africa—Youth organiza:

/ tlons have not only survived ‘the emergency, but have =

grown from strength to strength: The proof of thls is
(continued on page 6)






