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| Life and

Ksﬂop work in
the 1980s

by John Marcotte

When I see what level of life working people are
being pushed down to, it hurts so bad. I saw a TV re-
port on homelessness in Los Angeles, and there was this
young woman with three kids whe were homeless be-

cause she wouldn’t be a battered wife anymore. Her -

clerical job’s pay of $250 a week made her too “rich”
for public assistance but too poor to pay rent! She was
describing how living in one apartment with 11 adults
and 12 children was affecting her kids. The look on her
face said it all when she was asked if she thought any-
one cared about her situation, and she said, “No. Not
society.”

I could write about the conditions at this tannery for
the fur trade in Brooklyn, where a friend got hired two
months ago. They have one six-by-four-foot bathroom
for 50 workers on a floor, with one of the two toilets al-

ways out of order. They eat lunch among the rotting

skins and tanks of poisonous and foul-smelling chemi-
cals.

EVERYTHING 1S GOING BACKWARDS

I could write about how the white workers there do
all the skilled work, have their separate union local and
keep strictly to themselves. How the heavy, wet, stink-
ing work is all done by Blacks and Latinos. How all the
- . time it’s work, work, work with threats and abuse from
~the bosses and you have to work ten and 12 hours a
. day and Saturday and Sunday too.

I could write about how my brother-in-law got ﬁred
from his job as a cutter so now he’s pushing a broom in
a printing shop for $5 an hour, where the skilled print-
‘ers are so jealous of their knowledge of the machine
they make sure he 'can’t watch when they set up.

. 1 could write about how the company and the un-

ion bosses have gotten workers against each other

in those shops. Everywhere around you everything

is going backwards and there seems to be no hope

of it getting better, certainly not from the union
(continued on page 3)
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20 years
after the
death of King

by Lou Turner

[Hegel’s] contention that “truth is the whole” led me to a
philosophical method of rational coherence. His analysis of
- . the dialectical process, in spite of its shortcomings, helped
. -me to see that growth comes through struggle.
—Martin Luther King, Jr.
-+ Stride Toward Freedom
S A three-month-long Black commercial boycott in. Nat-
chez, Mississippi over segregated education, growing
. Black protests in Cleveland, Texas over the police kill-
ing of a Black man while in custody, and' a Black stu-
dent takeover of a campus building at the Univ. of Mas-
sachusetts in response to racial incidents, may all ap-
pear more like the twilight of the Civil : Rights
Movement than intimations of a new dawn. However,
on the 20th anniversary of the assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr., they magnify the racial impasse Amer-
ican civilization has reached in this Reagan era.

Indeed, what we have witnessed on the eve of the
20th. anniversary of King’s death, is Reagan’s recent
veto of the Civil Rights Restoration Act. His veto got

“ the nervous support of each of the Republican presiden-
tial candidates. At the same time, the Moral Majority—
which .is neither—launched an all-out lobbying cam-
paign in support of Reagan’s veto which became so vo-
ciferous and threatening in its racism, sexism and homo-
phobia that it even repulsed Republican senators into
voting to override Reagan’s veto. ,

SECOND LOOK AT RETROGRESSION
And this is at a time when the situatior of this coun-
try’s homeless and “underclass” has become so desper-
ate that we cannot do otherwise than find in the histor-
- ic mirror its reflection in the Poor People’s Campaign
that Dr. King was preparing when he was shot down in
Memphis, Tennessee, while leading a march in support’

of striking sanitation workers. The historic parallel goes -

- .- farther. For Martin Luther King was assassinated dur-
‘ (continued on page 9)

South African bannings impose
choke-hold on mass movement

South African youths in Johannesburg protesting
crackdown against 17 anti-apartheid organizations

by Peter Wermuth

The South African government’s banning, on Feb. 24,
of 17 anti-apartheid organizations from engaging in “any
activity whatsoever” and its placing of restrictions upon
the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSA-
TU) from engaging in any “political” acts, have moved

that totalitarian regime one step closer to total barbar- :

ism.

Though an international outcry has, for now, forced
Botha's: government to stay the execution of the
Sharpeville 6—a group of youths falsely accused of kill-
ing- a government official in 1984—Botha’s determina-
tion to cast an ever-deafening wall of silence over the
freedom struggles is more threatening than ever. As one
member of the now-banned Detainees Parents Support
Committee (which helped spread word of the plight of
the Sharpeville 6) put it, “the lights are finally going
out on the last vestiges of freedom to criticize or resist
in any way the suffocating tentacles of apartheid.”

The response of Reagan and his administration
to this was to join Thatcher’s Britain in vetoing a
United Nations Security Council resolution, on
March 8, that would have imposed an oil embargo
upon South Africa. Reagan instead demurred that
there was “nothing we could do” about the events
in South Africa because “they are a tribal affair.”

That the banmng was imposed but a month prior to
the 28th anmversary of the Sharpeville massacre and
the third anniversary - of the Uitenhage massacre is

hardly accidental, for one of its provisions is to make

illegal any commemoration of significant dates in the
anti-apartheid calendar. And yet that didn’t stop more
than a million Black workers from going on general

strike, on March 21, in open defiance of the crackdown. -

In the areas of Port Elizabeth and Johannesburg more

than 90% of Black workers stayed off their jobs in pro-

test. And yet as important as such creative mass re-
sponse has been; we cannot overlook how serious, pow-
erful and constraining this latest crackdown is.

UDF HIT HARD

. Hit especially. hard is the United Democratic Front
(UDF), .the million-member federation of community,
women’s and youth organizations that mushroomed in
size following its- birth in 1983. Most of its leading mem-
bers were in detention when the crackdown came; now,
the: few ‘who were not, such as Albertina Sisulu, are
banned as wéll. They join the 30,000 who have been de-
tained in :South Africa over the past two years—10,000
of whom are children; 95% have been tortured.

No less ominous is the crackdown on COSATU, now
banned from any “political” activities. It strikes at the
very heart and soul of the labor movement. For from its
birth. in December, 1985, COSATU made it clear that
its economic struggles could not be held apart from the
political struggle for freedom.

Not unconnected to this is Botha’s effort to pass an
amendment to the nation’s Labour Relations Act. This
new Labour Relations Bill, soon to be voted upon by
Parliament, places severe limitations on the right to
strike; bans sympathy strikes and boycotts; allows un-

' On the Inside .
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ions to be sued for damages arising from wildcat strikes;
and gives employers free reign to fire any worker who
engages in a strike. Failure to adhere to these regula-
tions by the unions would be treated as a criminal of-
fense.

This draconian labor legislation is intended to return
South African labor to the period before 1979, when sig-
nificant changes in the labor laws were followed by the
rapid rise and consolidation of the Black trade unions.
COSATU had planned a nationwide campaign to fight
the measure, but the ban on “political” activity now
makes such opposition illegal. There is little doubt that
one reason for the bannings was to clear the way for
this new labor law.

This crackdown comes on the heels of one of the
most intense periods of labor unrest in South Afri-
can history. In 1987 alone, ten million working
days were “lost” to wildcat strikes—five times the
number in 1986! In 1987 numerous major and mili-

tant strikes erupted, from retail workers to rail-

(continued on page 10)

Editorial
All U.S. troops out of
Central America now!

As we go to press, the news of a cease-fire agreement
signed March 23 between the “contra” forces armed and
directed by the Reagan administration, and the Sandi-
nista government of Nicaragua, has evidently surprised
many, both in Washington, D.C. and in Central Ameri-
ca. So rapidly have events in the region developed that
the - cease-fire follows by only one week Reagan’s dis-
patch of an additional 3,200 soldiers—including elite
82nd Airborne paratroopers—to Honduras, where they -
were to participate in a “readiness exercise” following
an alleged Nicaraguan “invasion” of Honduran border
space. -

In the U.S,, that one week saw a daxly outpouring of
passionate demonstratlons nation-wide against Reagan’s
wars in Central America. Indeed, Reagan’s “free hand”
there was limited somewhat only because of the over- .
whelming opposition at home, an opposition which has
never been erased since the Vietnam era. The fact that

- news of the cease-fire was greeted with great relief by

both Nicaraguans and solidarity activists in the U.S. un-
derlines the deep desire for an ‘end to a brutal ‘war.
BUT, we cannot afford to have any illusions about -
the meaning of the cease-fire accord.

The Reagan administration has every intention of at-.
tempting to twist the cease-fire agreement to its own
purposes during the 60 days in which negotiations may
continue. White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater,
who was quick to.denounce the agreement as a “Sandi-
nista ploy,” called on the U.S. Congress to be prepared
to “resume military aid” to the contras “in the event
the accord fails.” One only has to recall the fate of the
plan proposed by Costa Rican Pres. Arias and signed by
all Central American governments last August, a plan
which called for cease-fires in each of the countries, an
end to guerrilla bases in neighboring countries, an end
to military aid from outside Central America, and a re-
turn of refugees. So effectively did U.S. imperialism sab-
otage the Arias plan, and so quickly was Arias himself
(despite his Nobel Peace Prize) - brought to- heel by
Washington, that the Arias Peace Plan very nearly be-
came the.Reagan Plan.

A DECADE OF REVOLUTION/ COUNTER—
REVOLUTION

The determination which. has preoccupied the admi-
nistration ever since Reagan took office in 1981 has
been the drive to.roll back and crush all the developing,
Central American revolutionary movements. That is
true whether the assaults are carried out by Nicaraguan
contras or by El Salvadoran death squads, by the CIA
or by regular U.S. troops, by economic/political pres-

. sure, or by disruption through “disinformation” cam-

paigns. The contras are only one of U.S. nnpenahsms— ‘
tools. All options remain open for Reagan in his last
nine months in office. That sobering fact demands
that we view the latest headlines from the vantage
point of the whole decade since the Nicaraguan mas--
ses rose up to overthrow the brutal, U.S.-installed - .
Somoza dictatorship.
A decdde ago—in February l978—more than,

“(continued on pagg 12)
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Internattonal Women’s Day: fight for freedom deepened

U.S.A.

y DeKalb Ill. -—On March 8, International Women’s

Day: (IWD), the John Lennon Society organized “The
Women's Empowerment Tour of DeKalb.” In cold rain,
18 men and women. traveled to various areas of DeKalb
which represent the oppression of women.

The first two stops were at Residence Halls of North-
.ern Ilinois University (NIU) and Greek Row, where the
tour guides accented the problems of sexual assault
where men and women are encouraged to take tradi-
tional roles. Last semester, approximately 20 sexual as-
saults were reported in those two areas alone.

The third stop was the Liberal Arts and Sciences
faculty offices. There the tour guide spoke about in-
equities in hiring, salaries and promotions for wom-
en in all areas at NIU, where women can expect to

earn approximately $10,000 less per year than a

man,

Another stop was the schocl newspaper, The North-.
ern Star, which engages in sexist reporting and which
recently printed personal attacks on a feminist student
through columns and cartoons. Their photo of the dem-
onstration printed the next day purposely included only

" one of the women demonstrators but all the men.

- The last stop was downtown DeKalb at the local por-
nography shop. There demonstrators were handed pop-
corn as two students engaged in a mock attempted sex-
ual assault. The tour guide gave historical examples of
how pornography has led to sexual assault.

During the four-hour tour, students carried signs say-
ing “Women’s Empowerment,” “Men Can Stop Rape,”
“NIU 'Administration, Quiet Sexists,” and “Woman as
Revolutionary Force and Reason,” plus a banner which

-Participant

@

New York, N.Y.—IWD was celebrated at Medgar

‘BEvers College (MEC) in Brooklyn all through March,
turning it into Black Women’s History Month, and in-
cluded a series of lectures on Black women’s history

- and a Black women's writers conference.

- One event was the IWD celebration of “MEC women
in the arts.” The other was a talk by Vickie Garvin on

“Black Women and Radical Visions/Radical Politics.”
She described her many years of participation in the
Black and labor movements in New York, and the audi-
ence felt we were reclai our own history. At our
News and Letters lit tables, neighborhood women dis-
cussed the resurgence of racism, the miseducation of
children and the need for a totally new way of thinking.

The Philippi‘nes

More than 1,000 women in Manila, the Philip-
pines, observed International Women’s Day .by

marching Presidential

Palace.

near the

Colombia

Household workers representing organizations in

- Latin American and Caribbean countries held an

eight-day conference in Bogota, Colombia, in March.
These women workers are fighting for “the right to

‘Ideologlcal pollution’ in our movement

by Terry Moon
In celebration of International Women’s Day (IWD)
‘and Women’s History Month the Chicago Local of
‘News and Letters Committees held a panel discussion
“that included a woman from South Korea, a young U.S,

. women’s liberationist, a South African woman student
- "gnd myself. Their talks will appear in future issues of

'N&L: Below are excepts from mine:
8o far this year we have heard of IWD demon-
strations in El Salvador, the Philippines, the Israeli-oc-

- cupied West Bank: and Arab East Jerusalem. Each dem-

. onstration was both brave and reasoned. (See article

- above. )

Given the level of Women’s leeratlon Movement
(WLM) - activity internationally, what was striking
was how little was going on in the U.S. I don’t think
the question is, is the Third World more advanced
than us or vice versa; rather I think we need to fig-
ure out what is happening to the WLM in the U.S.
so that the Third World won’t end up at the same
impasse we are facing.

To begin to d:et%ms this, I want to quote from the
new syllabus for the classes that News and Letters is
beginning (see ad, page 10). The quote is from the
founder of Marxist-Humanism, Raya Dunayevskaya:

“The abysmal lower depths that the Reagan retro-
gression has sunk the world into throughout the seven
years of this decade, has polluted the ideological air, not
only of the ruling class, but has penetrated the Left it-
self. Such a deep retrogressxon urgently demands that,

- ‘along with the economic and political tasks facing us,

we look for philosophic new beginnings.”

TAWANA BRAWLEY: 2 HATE CRIMES

One ‘example of the ideological pollution that has
-even permeated the WLM is pointed out in an article in
Ms. Magazine by Marcia Ann Gillespie, a Black wom-
“an writer who wants to know why the outcry over Ta-
~wana Brawley has been incomplete. Brawley, 16 years

" old, was raped and abused by a gang of white men and

found semiconscious, covered with excrement, with rac-
ist epithets written on her body.
. “No doubt,” Gillespie writes, “racism was involved in

' this case. But unlike Howard Beach... the assailants’

primary weapons of choice were. their penises.. Yet

.. somehow the fact that two hate crimes were committed

is being ignored. But then in this country, rape... is nei-

~ther understood nor considered a hate crime as hemous

in'motivation and intent as a racist attack.
“No matter how justified the outrage being expressed

" -on Tawana Brawley’s behalf, the fact that public ire-

may never have been ignited had she not had those rac-
ist words scrawled on her body enrages me.’

' To me what Gillespie raises here is not alone a

~:question of “two hate crimes” or even of the “abys-

mal lower depths that the Reagan retrogression has
“sunk the world into” and the fact that the move-

: ,ment has not responded, revealing its ideclogical
pollution. It as well reveals how deep the uprooting

~of this society has to be for each of us to be free.
“'But I think we have to ask: Why wasn’t what hap-

v pened to Brawley part of the IND,demonstrations that

did take place in the U.S.? What I think 20 years of the

WLM has shown us is that without those “philosophlc
new beginnings” that Dunayevskaya spoke of, we will
not be able to meet those economic and political tasks.

PHILOSOPHIC NEW BEGINNINGS

One thing that can help us work out those philosoph-
ic new beginnings is to see how Raya looked at Karl
Marx’s 1844 Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts.
Raya saw in Marx’s Essays not only the discussion of

what it means to be human, but as well what she called

Marx’s concept of the man/woman relationship.

She -incorporated Marx’s vision into her philosophy,
and deepened and broadened the very Idea of what
freedom is/can become as she grounded her philosophy
in Marxism and tested it against the movements for
freedom—including the WLM.

It is not an abstraction that philosophy gives action a
direction when you see what philosophy showed was

.important about our movement. Raya summed up both

the beginnings of the WLM and its high point when she
wrote in 1970 of our refusal to subordinate the WLM to
another movement, and that it is indeed a “revolution-
ary force towards total liberation of all” and that Wom-
en’s Liberationists were opposed to the old society and
“for a totally new society on truly human foundations.”

If we saw that as our contribution and that we
had a responsibility to develop the Idea of freedom
within a philosophy of freedom, then I don’t think
we would be at an impasse today, or allow what
happened to Tawana Brawley to be fragmented and
to thus help fragment her.

To help the Idea of freedom experience self-develop-
ment is not an easy task. Raya Dunayevskaya not only
did this her whole life, but tried to make explicit what
she did so that it would not die with her. The four
classes that we are going to start at the end of this
month, not only speak to the WLM... but are where we
can begin to “look for philosophic new beginnings.”
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- -a union shop.

that we have had the good fortune to see...

our own union in every country,” and to “create a
network of Latin American organizations to help us
emerge with strength and dignity from the anonymi-
ty we household workers have suffered for cen-
turies.”

: -—-Informatlon from Housecleaners News

Chile

In Chile on IWD several thousand demonstrators,
mainly women and youth, faced down and then bat-
tled the totalitarian military regime’s dreaded police.
This went on for several hours right in the center of
Santiago, the capital, as well as in Valparaiso. Vio-
lent battles continued in scattered locations into the
night. All of this occurred in the teeth of severe re-
pression: the Pinochet regime had branded any cele- -
bration of IWD as a “Marxist commemoration” and
“therefore” illegal.

Meanwhile, the more established opposrtmn is bank-
ing on defeahng Pinochet in a. plebiscite he is expected
to call in the fall. But the women’s liberation and youth
demonstrators on March 8 seem to have a different con-
cept of how to get rid of Pinochet. That is causing some
second thoughts, even among “experienced” older oppo-
sition leaders. ,

@

West Bank

Hundreds of Palestinian women marched in several

_ cities on IWD. Israeli soldiers fired tear gas and rubber

bullets into ‘a group of 300 Palestinian women marching
through Ramallah in the West Bank.

El Salvador

The committee of Mothers of the Murdered and Dis-
appeared in El Salvador joined with students and work-
ers to celebrate IWD in a march of 1,000 past the San
Salvador Military Hospital. They called for an end to
forced military service, and urged soldiers to desert .
rather than follow U.S. orders and kill their own people.

| Alice Dunbar-Nelson diary

Give Us Each Day: The Diary of Alice Dunbar-Nelson,
edited and introduced by Gloria T. Hull (W.W. Nortorn &
Company, New York, London 1984).

At the age of 46, Alice Ruth Moore Dunbar-Nelson
set pen to paper to create a diary in 1921 (the “Dun-
bar” came from her marriage to Paul Laurence Dunbar,

. the great, Black poet). The diary ends that year and re-

sumes throughout 1926-31, covering approximately  six
years of her very active life. Gloria T. Hull’s beautifully
edited version of the diary is sensitive and thoughtful,
giving brief introductions throughout with several de-
scnptlons of people, places and events. Ms. Hull writes:
“this diary..is only the second one by 'a Black woman
. One won-’
ders how many other publishable diaries by Black wom-
en have been written, but have not come to light.”
The diiary is a rare find. Yet the real discovery begins

" with the reader discerning how it is only the tip of the

iceberg, involving some 40 years of prolific writing, pub-
lishing, and lecturing by this creative Black woman.

Dunbar-Nelson’s activities were as varied as her writ-
ing as she attended and spoke at major women’s, Black,
labor and some socialist conferences of the time as well
as having an extensive lecturing schedule to the point of
utter exhaustion. She wrote for newspapers such as the

and the Chicago Defender; wrote a column,
“From a Woman's Point of View,” in the Pittsburgh
Courier in 1926 and co-edited and published the Wil-
, Del., Advocate with her third husband, jour-

nalist Robert J. Nelson.

Her activities ranged from parhcipatmg in anti-
Iynching campaigns and attending annual NAACP
meetings, to speaking at pan-Africanist conferences
and the American Negro Labor Congress, to teaching

.and counseling young women at the Industrial

School for Colored Girls in Delaware—including

. counseling on abortion. She had a “cirele” of friends

that included Jessie Fauset, Mary McLeod Bethune,
W.E.B.' Dubois, Carter G Woodson and Langston
Hughes.

.While the diary is an important document, the reader
needs familiarity with Dunbar-Nelson’s work and with
the history of the Harlem Renaissance and the Depres-
sion. What the diary does accomplish is to.introduce
the reader to the author herself. Dunbar-Nelson was a
woman with intellect, energy and wit. '

What 1 appreciate most about Dunbar-Nelson's
work is reading her researched essays. An example
is an essay, “People of Color in Louisiana,” published
in the Journal of Negro History in 1916-1917. She be-
gins by writing: “The title of a possible discussion of
the ngro in Louisiana presents difficulties, for there
is no such word as Negro permissible in speaking of
this State. The history of the State is filled with at-
tempts to define, sometimes at the point of the

" sword...the meaning of the word Negro... [it] came to

mean in Louisiana, prior to 1885, slave, and after the
war, those whose cdmplexions, were noticeably
dark.”

This quote reminds me of ‘what Karl Marx said in his
day, to not equate the word Negro with the word slave,
Dunbar-Nelson seems to explain this concept in con-
crete terms for Louisiana. Her dlary pomts a- way for
closer| exammat:ons of all her 'Work.’ ‘L Diane Lee







