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Two workers 
on today's 
bureaucrats 

Editor's note: In the May issue of N&L we printed an 
article by Raya Dunayevskaya entitled "State-capitalism 
and the bureaucrats." Two of our worker-writers here 
comment on the todayness of this essay. 

b y M a r t i n A l m o r a 
Raya Dunayevskaya's article was written in 1959. But 

because there has not been any real positive change 
since—workers today are in the same situation or 
worse—it could have been dated 1989. 

Dunayevskaya observed that the 1929 stock market 
crash was clearly the beginning of the modern retrogres
sion between mental and manual labor. It split the 
world mind in two—with state planners and managers 
on one side, along with the intellectuals who believed 
that the state and its bureaucracy had all the answers, 
and on the other side the "ordinary people" who sup
posedly weren't capable of serious thought. 

SELLING WORKERS SHORT 
Under the subtitle "Intellectual and Labour Bureau

crats," she critiqued sociologist C. Wright Mills and oth
ers who "indict various schools of social science for de
veloping a bureaucratic ethos and serve the military, 
government and business bureaucracies," yet they them
selves have no answers or basis for overcoming these 
bureaucracies. Their approach is that workers are una
ble to understand and change their situation in the 
world, so they must have an "intellectual leader" to 
guide them on the "road against bureaucracy." 

To workers these approaches do not help. We 
work hard for inadequate wages with or without an 
"incentive." Whether you are treated well or not, 
you are working hard for very little, or you are out 
of work with no wage. 

I have worked both ways and have received an incen
tive, a smile and a "job well done"; and for the same 
work have received the attitude that "your meager 
earnings are enough incentive, just get back to work." 
Either way I and my fellow workers were still producing 
more and more, working long hours, still tired and sore. 

(continued on page 3) 

Black World 

Mandela— 
2-way road 
to revolution? 

b y L o u T u r n e r 
The historic 11 day, eight-city U.S. tour of African 

National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela has 
evoked a new spirit of the two-way road to liberation 
between Black America and Black South Africa. Never 
before has a national liberation leader elicited such 
mass outpouring. And yet, as important as the hero sta
tus accorded Mandela for his unbroken spirit of resist
ance, following a 27-year prison ordeal, it is the present 
context of America's racial conflict into which Nelson 
Mandela has stepped which explains the unprecedented 
show of Black solidarity. 

Black America demands a new image of itself as un
broken in revolutionary spirit as it perceives Mandela to 
be. All the protests and community outrage at the 
gnawing mdignities of this country's racism have been 
confined within the narrow limits proscribed by a politi
cally bankrupt Black leadership that has become but so 
many private agendas. Though Black leaders jostled 
each other for photo-opportunities with Mandela, there 
was little to assuage this whole post-Civil Rights era of 
unprincipled compromises and retrogression. 
F R E E D O M I D E A I N B L A C K T H O U G H T 

Not since the martyred South African revolutionary 
thinker and activist, Steve Biko, has a Black world fig
ure of the stature of Mandela captured the spirit of 
Black self-determination among African-Americans. I t is 
the concept of a two-way road to revolution between 
the U.S. and Africa that Biko and Mandela summon 
from the recesses of American Black thought. This, not 
some vague notion of the lost heroism of American 
Black leadership, has elevated Mandela to world-histor
ic stature in the eyes of Black America. 

Cynically viewed as nothing more than a voting bloc 

(continued on page 10) 
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How to begin anew? 
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Eas t G e r m a n you th p ro tes t Communis t ru le . New Yorke r s welcome Mandela. 

I. Superpower collusion, mass unrest and 
the pull of the "self-limiting revolution" 

"While not exactly identical twins, these two-of-a-
kind nuclear superpowers in their bi-polar world 
pair up at historic turning points, once it looks like 
someone other than they—like the people—are deter
mined to take fate in their own hands." 

—Raya Dunayevskaya, 1987' 
Two totally irreconcilable "visions of the future" are 

contending for the minds of humanity today. One is the 
effort of the rulers to project the exploitative, racist, 
sexist, class-ridden conditions we live under now as our 
permanent future. The other is the passion for freedom 
that upsurges from mass revolts and which finds its ful
lest expression in a philosophy of revolution. 

At the moment, that passion for the Idea of Freedom 
is dramatically seen in the mass outpouring of Black 
America to greet the visit of Nelson Mandela. What is 
bringing masses of people into the streets to hear him 
in city after city has nothing to do with the agenda of 
the rulers, who are suddenly embracing Mandela while 
continuing to prop up the regime which jailed him for 
27 years. The masses are turning out both to express 
their solidarity with the freedom struggles in South Af
rica and to put the spotlight on the horrendous living 
conditions here at home. 

It is t he hunger for freedom—whether reflected in 
the outpour ing for Mandela's tour, or in the revolts 
in East Europe, or in the ceaseless underground op
position activities in China—that has the ru lers scur
rying to foist their narrow, exploitative "vision" of 
the future upon the minds of humanity. 

Nowhere was that more starkly expressed than at the 
Bush-Gorbachev summit in June. Thus, shortly before 
the summit, Bush spoke of the need for a "new vision 
of Europe's future," spelling it out as, "Our enemy to
day is uncertainty and instability. The Atlantic alliance 
will need to maintain a sound, collective military struc
ture, with forces in the field, backed up by larger forces 
that can be called upon in a crisis." The emptiness of 
this so-called "vision" was matched by Gorbachev, who, 
shortly after the summit, spoke of the need for a "new 
vision of the Pacific's future" as he embraced South 
Korea's Roh Tae Woo, who has spent the past year 
brutally repressing the worker and student revolt in 
that land. 

In total opposition to the "mind-forged manacles" of 
the rulers is the vision of the future projected by the 
Chinese students at Beijing University just as the sum
mit was ending on June 3. With incredible bravery they 
marched through the University denouncing the Li 
Peng regime, daring the soldiers to shoot them. The 
students were singing the Internationale, just as they 
did at the height of China's revolt of Spring, 1989. 

The students insisted last year as the tanks rolled 

into Tiananmen Square, "You Cannot Massacre an 
Idea!" Though the worker-student revolt there was driv
en underground, new revolts surfaced in East Europe 
only a few months later. In one revolt after another, 
masses of people forced the Berlin Wall open, drove 
from power one exploitative regime after another, and 
forced state-capitalism there to stop calling itself Com
munism. So sweeping were these revolts, that they 
helped bring forth a veritable transformation in world 
politics. Especially critical are the crises and revolts 
within the Russian empire, which raise the spectre of 
its possible dismemberment. 

It is the ru lers ' fear of wha t they call the "persist
ent instabi l i ty" brought on by such revolts tha t 
drives them into each other 's a rms. Thus, at the 
Washington summit, Bush again tr ied to save Gorba
chev by offering him new t rade packages and an 
agreement to cut some now-obsolescent missiles, 
while allowing each superpower to develop a new 
generat ion of deadly nuclear weaponry. But it isn't 
only a question of Bush saving Gorbachev. At issue 
is the effort to create a whole new "era of coopera
t ion" between the superpowers . Indeed, Russia went 
so far as to propose a non-aggression pact between 
itself and the Western allies a t the J u n e 7 meeting of 
the Warsaw Pact in Moscow, held but days after the 
conclusion of the superpower summit. 

Whether or not such a pact comes to pass, what is 
new in East-West relations was spelled out at that June 
7 gathering, when the Warsaw Pact announced "the end 
of the idea of the West as our ideological enemy." For 
more than 50 years, Russian state-capitalism conducted 
its battle with the other pole of world capital—the 
U.S.—for global domination under the claim that it rep
resented an alternative social system. Gorbachev has 
now had to drop that ideological pretense. NATO in 
turn announced at its meeting in Turnbury, Scotland 
(also on June 7) that it needs to "define itself as the 
partner of the Warsaw Pact" rather than as its adver
sary. 

This is hardly the first time rulers have tried to tem
porarily put aside their differences in order to buy time 
for getting their own houses in order. As Fareed Zakaria 

(continued on page 5) 

1. See Raya Dunayevskaya's "Two of a Kind: Reagan and Gorbachev 
and Their Bi-Polar World," in Supplement to the Raya Dunayev
skaya Collection, Vol. 13, #11125. 
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Racism splinters women's conference Global women's meeting 
b y T e r r y M o o n 

Twelve frustrating years of women of color fighting 
the administration of the National Women's Studies As
sociation (NWSA) came to a head June 20-24 in Akron, 
Ohio. There the Women of Color Caucus truly did "Call 
the Question"—and it wasn't the question the NWSA 
planners had in mind when they named this 12th annu
al conference, attended bv close to 2,000 women, "Fe-
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minist Education: Calling the Question." Rather, U.S. 
Black, Native American, Middle Eastern, African and 
Asian women demanded that NWSA not only face up 
to its racism, but DO something about it. 

The racist straw that broke the camel's back was 
the firing of Ruby Sales, the only woman of color in 
NWSA's national office. The refusal of the adminis
tration of NWSA to reinstate her, or create a new 
Steering Committee to be at least 50% women of col
or, or to address any of the grievances of the Women 
of Color Caucus was compounded by its refusal to 
inform the membership of NWSA of any of its deci
sions or problems regarding racism. 

When it was crystal clear that nothing would change, 
the Women of Color Caucus rose as one and walked out 
of an NWSA plenary chanting, "This is our response to 
racism!" They vowed to constitute themselves "as a tru
ly democratic body giving voice to women of color from 
all races, nationalities and perspectives from around the 
world." As one very angry Black woman said, if the 
Women of Color Caucus's demands are not met, "We 
will bleach this organization!" 

REVOLUTIONARY ROOTS ABANDONED 
What makes the continuing racism of NWSA deeply 

disgusting is the revolutionary beginnings of that organ
ization. NWSA always considered itself the "intellectual 
arm of the Women's Liberation Movement" and has 
prided itself on being multi-dimensional. As the press 
release from "The Former Women of Color Caucus, 
NWSA" pointed out, "Our break from NWSA is indeed 
unfortunate, given that it is an organization that claims 
to be feminist and which advertises that 'it owes its ex
istence to the movement for the liberation -of all women 
free from all the ideologies and institutions that have 
consciously or unconsciously oppressed and exploited 
some for the advantage of others.' " 

These were supposed to be the principles that gov
erned NWSA. Why weren't they carried through? 
Could it be that the NWSA leadership, as well as 
some of its members, don't want to fight for those 
principles? Do they consider them Utopian? Has the 
NWSA administration accepted the ground of this al
ienating, racist, sexist society, rather than taking on 
the challenge to transform it? In short, has NWSA 
become a giant private enclave to women in acade-
mia—most of them white—who just want to make it 
big in the university and perhaps dabble in women's 
studies on the side or use it to further their own ca
reers? 

NWSA has moved so far from its beginnings in the 
Women's Liberation Movement that the leadership re
fuses to let its own membership in on any of the prob-
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lems or decisions of the organization. When the Nation
al Director got up to try and defend herself, she rev
ealed just how far NWSA had traveled from any 
revolutionary roots by saying, "I want an organization 
where debate and decisions are not made in such a 
large forum." She was booed off the stage. 

RACISM/ELITISM IN NWSA 
So disgusting and dangerous is that attitude that in 

the workshop, "We Shall Remember Women's Partici
pation in the Democracy Movement in China," one of 
the Chinese presenters said that the leadership of 
NWSA reminded her of the Chinese government. It was 
this workshop that developed a petition demanding an 
assembly for all the membership to discuss the racism 
of NWSA. The NWSA administration would allow no 
such meeting. 

That NWSA does represent where a segment of the 
women's movement is, can be seen in the discussion 
going on in these pages. In the June 1990 issue of News 
& Letters, Black writer and activist Gloria Joseph 
wrote in disgust of Vivian Gornick's self-absorbed article 
in the April 15 New York Times Magazine titled "Who 
Says We Haven't Made a Revolution?" Gloria Joseph 
wrote in part: 

"The new beginnings should have been an active 
part of the WLM (Women's Liberation Movement) 20 
years ago. From the onset of the second wave of 
feminism it was obvious that the direction of the 
movement was designed to exclude certain women. 
For the past 20 years Black women and a scattering 
of white women have been crying out for the need to 
examine the role of working class and Black women 
in history, in order to write philosophy for the pres
ent."* 

Those "new beginnings" in the struggle for freedom 
are long overdue. This is our movement. The pages of 
News & Letters are open to continue this very impor
tant discussion. 
* Gloria Joseph wrote in response to an essay by Olga Domanski, "A 
Look at 20 Years: Women's Liberation and the Search for New Begin
nings." To receive a copy of Domanski's essay and responses from Glo
ria Joseph, Vivian Gornick and Maya Morrison, send $1.00 to News & 
Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, Room 707, Chicago, IL 60605. 

Lesbians & Gays march 
New York, N.Y.—On Sunday, June 24, I was one 

of an estimated 200;000 marchers, representing approxi
mately 300 different groups, in the 21st Annual Gay and 
Lesbian Pride March. Throngs of spectators estimated 
at 120,000 cheered, applauded and waved placards for 
our march from Columbus Circle down Fifth Avenue, 
through Greenwich Village—a proud, loving, vibrant 
commemoration of Homosexual Rights. 

Some marchers responded to a small group of protest 
signs—"Perverts," "I shall not allow science to find a 
cure for AIDS," "Excommunication Now"—with cries of 
"Shame, Shame" and "You should fear the hate in your 
souls, not the love in our hearts." 

We experienced a dramatic and sad moment of si
lence (punctuating the otherwise animated, music-ing 
atmosphere) holding our hands aloft with our pink 
wrist bands, inscribed with names of friends, com
rades and lovers who had died of AIDS. I was deeply 
moved with the notion and sense of 'Total Freedom" 
(actually one of the banners). 

This "largest so far" of Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Marches felt like a New Beginning. Here are the many 
thousands of us—Gays, Lesbians and supporters—creat-
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ing a personal and mass cohesiveness. Here is a small 
revolution against decades and centuries of discrimina
tion, oppression and persecution. 

This is a clear statement of the concrete and a sym
phony of cognition. Blacks, Hispanics and others pro
claimed pride—^not only in their sexual identity—but ra
cially and nationally. As one of the banners read: "We 
dare to be different." We all dared—Heterosexuals as 
well as Homosexuals—to march and speak and act 
against the social order and for liberation. 

—Sheila G. 

Support feminist center 
Boston, Mass.—On June 7, red balloons, carrying 

the message "Support a Women's Center," broke up the 
sea of black-gowned Harvard University graduates and 
revealed that antiquated ideas and institutions persist in 
more than quaint traditions of Latin oration and songs 
at the commencement of the most prestigious university 
in the U.S. Besides balloons the Undergraduate-Gradu
ate Women's Center Committee also passed out bright 
red flyers outlining a ten-year effort to create a wom
en's center and the lack of support by Radcliffe College 
President Lynda S. Wilson. 

Because "we tried to work within the administration 
all year and got nowhere," as one Committee member 
put it, the Committee began a petition drive just days 
before school ended and collected over 1,000 signatures. -
They will resume their work in the fall and have urged 
alumnae to support their" efforts. .. 

The students want a Women's Center to coordinate 
resources, be a base for politics, advocacy and social 
change and create community among all women: stu
dents, faculty and staff at Radcliffe College and Har
vard University. . . . . . . 

" ' —Radcliffe alumna 

New York, N.Y.—The presence of over 1,800 
women from all over the world, including hundreds 
from the Third World, made the 4th International In-
terdteciplihary Congress on Women held at Hunter Col-, 
lege June 3-7, quite an exciting experience. At a time 
when women's studies and women's daily struggles seem 
increasingly far apart in this country, what impressed 
me the most about this conference was the attention to 
social change that pervaded many sessions. 

A panel on "International Unionization and Women," 
for example, brought together academics and activists 
from several different countries reporting on: Asian 
women working in the. electronics and garment industry 
in California, Korean women workers at the Tandy Cor
poration in the export zone, and Palestianian women's 
wage labor since the intifada. 

The one formal plenary session, "Progress of Patri
archy with New Faces? Women and the East Europe
an Revolutions," brought home that even this kind of 
international context does not resolve the tensions 
within women's studies and the women's movement 
regarding the meaning of liberation. 

Suzanna Szelenyi, a 24-year-old newly elected to the 
Hungarian parliament, traced the genesis and growth of 
her Federation of Young Democrats, but admitted that 
it still has no platform on women's issues. Olga Lipoz-
skaya from Russia, critiqued Gorbachev's glasnost. She 
described the rise of violence against women, on the one 
hand, and the emergence of small women's organiza
tions, on the other. And Petra Kelly, the West German 
Greens leader, brought out ominous aspects of German 
reunification such as unemployment, racism, increased 
militarization, and curtailed abortion rights. 

A dispute immediately erupted during the discus
sion, when some of the Third World women present 
expressed anger over the speech by the American 
commentator, Joanne Landy. A Palestinian woman 
attacked the chauvinism she saw in the call to "aid," 
rather than have solidarity with, the East Europeans. 
A U.S. feminist, Blanche Weisen Cooke, demanded 
discussion on how the warming of East/West rela
tions will hurt Third World liberation movements. 

But no speaker critiqued the "free market economy" 
being pursued now and none of the speakers voiced a 
need toi uproot the state-capitalism which had prevailed 
under the name Communism. Therefore the pathways 
posed for women involved a liberal humanism without 
revolution, and without asking, "What is genuine Marx
ism?" Ultimately, this is what separated the panel from 
liberation movements in the Third World, or in any 
country^ where women's liberation has raised deep no
tions of freedom. :—Laurie Cashdan 

Women-
Worldwide 

by Mary Jo Grey 

Despite growing national support for a woman's free
dom to choose, two recent government actions tear 
away more of our long-fought-for rights. On June 25, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that states can force 
teen-age women to notify both parents before obtaining 
an abortion—regardless of whether the parents have 
ever lived with her, have custody of her, or are even 
abusive; One day later, the Louisiana legislature out
lawed-all abortions, except those necessary to save the 
life of the mother. 

More than 800 women workers in Thailand are on 
strike; against the Par Garment Company for shutting 
down the factory rather than improve poor working 
conditions. The women—most from 17-25 years-old— 
had sent a petition to management demanding: more se
cure employment, higher wages (daily pay is less than 
$3), health care service, transportation, dropping the 
ban on trade unions, better ventilation and sufficient 
drinking water. 

—Information from Asia Link 

More than two-thirds of the student body of Yale Uni
versity Law School in New Haven, Conn., have signed a 
petition demanding that feminist legal theorists be hired 
as full time faculty members. Drafted by the Students 
for Feminist Scholars, the petition cited the need for 
women teachers to "affirm the viewpoints and experi
ences of women of color, of lesbians, married women, 
woman with children, and all women in this communi-
ty-" : 

Information from Gay Community News 

Education for women is under attack by women-hating 
government and religious leaders. The Japanese Finance 
Minister's suggestion that the government rethink its 
policy of promoting college education for women be
cause it contributes to lowering the birth rate, was met 
by "strong fury among Japanese women." In Pakistan, 
80 Islamic clerics publicly condemned all education for 
women except in "Islamic texts and roles." They ponti
ficated that: "a woman must not go out without her 
husband's permission; laugh when speaking; wear per
fume;, speak .to strangers;, look, fi% men, with 'a, sexual 
sens|i/.or wear clothing that rustles." 
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A worker's alternative in Mexico 
Editor's note: Below we print excerpts from an inter

view we conducted in Mexico with organizers in the Au
thentic Front of Workers (FAT), which defines itself as 
"a: national organization of working men and women, 
united, plural, democratic, independent." It is both a 
trade union and a socio-political organization. 

Mexico City, Mexico—Since 1982 we have had 
major social problems resulting from the devaluation of 
the peso. Conditions began to worsen in Mexico due to 
the drop in the price of oil, corruption within Mexico 
and anti-Mexican attitudes among the powerful coun
tries who have been taking Mexico's natural resources. 
Since 1982 wages have dropped, there has been a lack 
of work, and international debt has skyrocketed. 

MODERNIZATION AND MISERY 
The malnutrition of children and youth in Mexico is 

even worse than in Brazil. From the presidency of De la 
Madrid forward all have pursued a project of "modern
ization." But developing this project on an international 
level has meant the exploitation of natural and human 
resources, all in the interests of the capitalists without 
concern for the social cost to the people of Mexico. 

There is a dissatisfaction on the part of workers with 
regard to their wages. They demand respect for their 
dignity as human beings, for the collectivity of the mas
ses as expressed in the factory, in the schools, in the 
streets. The government reacted to these demands by 
developing an economiCT>act signed by business leaders 
and by the supposed representatives of the people. The 
most recent pact is an extension of the pact of 1987. 
Each new pact is further removed from the people. 

At this date the decisions for the future of Mexico 
are determined by 300 men: the government, and the 
capitalists who corrupt and manipulate the union 
leaders and the organization of unions. 

Today, in 1990, to ask for work that is guaranteed is 
a revolutionary demand; to demand the minimum to 
support your family is a revolutionary demand. 

FORMED AS ALTERNATIVE 
The FAT, formed in response to the dissatisfaction of 

workers as expressed in the schools, the factories, and 
the streets, was an alternative to the so-called workers' 
groups which are co-opted by the government and busi
nesses. A group of people decided to start a true work
ers' union, run by and for workers. We call ourselves 
the Authentic Workers Front. 

It is now a national workers' organization which pro
vides information and support and helps form unions in 
a variety of sectors. Our concept of work is broader 
than just industrial labor, and includes the agricultural 
worker as well as the housewife, who is an essential 
participant in production since her labor in the home 

Meatpackers and 

public as guinea pigs 
Oxford, England—Mad cow disease is ravaging 

Britain's cattle herds. The government has taken some 
measures to lessen the risk. The processing of sheep of
fal into cattle feed (believed to be the origins of the dis
ease) has been banned, as has the use of cattle brains, 
spinal column and intestines for human consumption. 
Infected animals must be slaughtered, and the carcasses 
burned. 

Now the agricultural minister, John Gummer, is 
trying to convince everyone that "British beef is per
fectly safe." The truth is that there is an unknown de
gree of risk to workers in meat-processing and to con
sumers. It 's not even known whether the disease is car
ried by a virus or some other organism. We don't know 
whether humans can get the disease, or whether meat is 
made safe by cooking. 

Meat processing workers should get the best objective 
scientific advice and insist on adequate health and safe
ty precautions. The same goes for the meat-eating pub
lic. Instead, the Tory government is serving up propa
ganda aimed at securing the meat industry profits. 

If I ever write in praise of Margaret Thatcher, you 
will recognize the first symptoms... 

—Richard Bunting 

Tied to hospital clock 
Los Angeles, Cal~l have recently graduated 

from college and entered the labor field as a medical 
worker in a hospital. Albeit not a production or factory 
job, I still have felt capitalism rear its ugly head ever 
more forcibly over my life. 

I work against numbers daily. Our quality of work is 
surely measured, but on a day-to-day basis it's the 
quantity that counts. Productivity is key. To keep the 
numbers up, one cannot "waste" time in talking with 
patients who may just be frightened and in need of 
someone to take the time to talk with them, as they 
face the frightening medical delivery system. 

We are discouraged from seeking fellow employees 
with whom to talk, as we too face the frightening re
ality of this medical delivery system. Almost as if 
tied to the machines of automation, we a re tied to 
the hands of the clock, and how that t ranslates into 
dollars for the company. We are "encouraged" to 
pass our t ime in chargeable activities. 

"Overworked" is no longer judged by how frazzled 
and stressed employees become by trying to see so 
many patients in one day. Rather, only if the numbers 
show you are correct in your claim can opening another 
position" be considered, and thus your workload becomes 
more manageable. —Woman" health care Worker 

keeps the workers physically able to do their jobs, and 
since she also depends on their income. 

The FAT originators proposed as a primary goal the 
development of the workers towards an understanding 
of their reality: the situation in their country, the roles 
of the government, the businessmen and the means of 
production, the roles assigned to work and the workers, 
so as to study, analyze, discuss and come up with pro
posals for change. 

We ask : Wha t is t he union? What is i ts function? 
How do we work out i ts s t ructural function, as well 
as i ts class role in a capitalist society? And how else 
can worke r s develop besides peti t ioning for higher 
wages? Now t h a t is not enough. After a s t r ike 
against a factory owner who has not paid his work
ers, he m a y abandon the factory. So the workers ap
propr ia te the factory and materials , and take over 
production. So now we are involved in helping work
ers administer factories and money in cooperatives 
in addition to union work. 

We also work with the "colonias," or shantytowns, 
who represent themselves in struggles for land to live 
on and for funding to rent and build "homes" with elec
tricity and possibly some running water. And we work 
with the campesinos, who are also trying to maintain a 
stable place to live and work. 

Each group we work with has its own structure and 
way of coming to conclusions regarding its own particu
lar concerns. The idea is always for them to develop 
"from below." We propose to transform this society to 
one that is more just, more humane, and more demo
cratic, one that is socialist and self-directed. 

Now off the press directly from Mexico 

the new expanded Spanish edition of 

Raya Dunayevskaya's 

Marxism and Freedom 

$10 

o r d e r from News & Let te rs 

Pepperoni with extra sweat 
Chicago, III.—The new plant manager at Eckrich 

plant # 6 in Chicago held meetings with each depart
ment after he arrived. He told us that this facility could 
not make it as a hot dog plant, but that we had to 
"prove ourselves worthy" before the company would be 
willing to introduce new product lines here. 

He said he would establish goals for each department 
and, when we met or exceeded the goal, we would be 
rewarded with pizza lunches, chicken and ribs, maybe 
even t-shirts or sweat shirts. The goal set for the bun-
size line was 72,000 pounds in an eight-hour shift or 706 
boxes per hour. 

At the same time a number of the people on the bun-
size line, as well as some of the maintenance men, were 
arguing that the line would run better if we slowed it 
down. Someone must have heard us, because the speed 
was turned down, and we did have fewer breakdowns, 
jam-ups and bad packages. The machine ran more con
tinuously, and we started exceeding 700 boxes for two, 
three or four hours per shift. People were exhausted. 

That intensification of labor wasn't enough for Eck
rich, though. The amount of meat scheduled for each 
day was increased and, with that, the speed of the ma
chine inched upward again. The number of breakdowns, 
jam-ups and bad packages, and the amount of time re
quired to clean up the mess at the end of the night also 
increased. 

The first shift exceeded the goal by more than 3,000 
pounds one Friday, the first day that the speed of the 
line was raised again. The company thinks: if they can 
do it one day for pizza, they can do it every day. But 
we can't—not under these conditions. And some of us 
think we're fpols for even trying. . , . . . . . , 

' ' ' ' ' —Frus t r a t ed Eckrich;worker 

Workshop Talks 
(continued from page 1) 

Where is the help from the union officials when these 
things are going on? To most workers they are nothing 
but bureaucratic leeches who also offer "to guide us,'* 
yet all they are doing is Slicking the dues directly frotti^ 
us to maintain their bureaucratic ways. We don't heed 
this type of "guidance." 

TWO WORLDS IN EACH COUNTRY 
Under "Automation and the Scientist-Philosopher," 

Dunayevskaya points out that each country was and is 
divided into two worlds. In one world are those that 
have taken the creative power of science and have 
turned it into tools of destruction such as automation in 
the work place, where the machine is the destroyer of 
workers, and the nuclear arsenal of the state, where 
weapons are the destroyer of the planet. And of course 
in the other world are the people who have no control 
over this horrible situation. 

And yet we still have scientist-philosophers, like the 
Norbert Wiener Dunayevskaya wrote about, who still 
look to pure science for a way out of this man-made 
threat, but do not look to all of humanity to lead us 
from the destruction that only a few have created. 

Again, from my own personal experience, I have 
felt the degradat ion of working for a machine that 
allows no t ime for enjoying life. As well, everyone 
h a s the th rea t of nuclear destruction on their minds. 

The section of Dunayevskaya's article subtitled "Atti
tudes to Automation" reads like today because you still 
have intellectual bureaucrats telling us that automation 
is safe and beneficial to the economy while workers still 
know that automation is unsafe and detrimental to all 
who must work with it. 

Dunayevskaya is positively right when she states that 
the road against bureaucracy is the wrong road if it 
doesn't include the concrete attitudes of workers and all 
mankind along with the intellectuals. 

• 

b y E u g e n e F o r d 
In May, 20,000 Hyundai shipyard workers in South 

Korea went on a sit-down strike to protest the jailing of 
three labor leaders. I t lasted for three days until 
crushed by the military. Workers then took to the 
streets in protest. The movement spread to the nearby 
Hyundai auto plant, where more than 20,000 demon
strated their solidarity with the shipyard workers. 

The battle being waged by workers in South Korea 
brings to mind the type of struggle it took to organize 
the CIO in this country. But as high a point as the 
building of the CIO was in the 1930s, something allowed 
labor to slip backwards after World War II. 

Looking at labor a t the beginning of the 1990s, 
both at a high point like South Korea and at the dif
ficulties faced here in the U.S. after a decade of 
Reaganism, made me appreciate very much Raya 
Dunayevskaya 's article on "State-capitalism and the 
bureaucra t s . " Her section called "Intellectuals and 
Union Bureaucra t s " illuminated the capitalists ' push 
to control workers ' th inking th rough intellectuals. 

The intellectuals graduated to become bureaucrats for 
a state machine; these intellectuals became "prize fight
ers" to defend capital against labor. The labor bureau
crats tried to beat back labor, and make the worker 
submit to the drive for production, as if progress only 
meant more and more production to keep up with the 
competition. In truth all that speed-up meant working 
yourself out of a job. 

With the Great Depression and the coming of the age 
of state-capitalism the intellectual was transformed 
"from the sphere of culture and consumption to that of 
plan and production." But in the 1930s one had the re
volt of the "worker with thoughts of his own to resolve 
the totality of the modern crisis through workers' con
trol of production." This took on many organizational 
forms with the CIO, with "spontaneous actions centered 
at the point of production." 

UNION VS. WORKERS' CONTROL 
By the 1950s with the development of automation, 

the union bureaucrat ignored the voice of the rank and 
file, and joined with the bosses in helping to control 
workers and to take any control of production out of 
their hands. The labor bureaucrats have used "water to 
put out the fire" of any new labor movement by the 
rank and file which would threaten their positions. 

This retrogression by the union is reflected in how 
the company has transformed the strike, a weapon used 
for labor, into a weapon to defeat labor in the 1980s. 
Management has strike-breaking scabs lined up to re
place striking workers, and with the same blow tries to 
get rid of the union for good. 

In the 1980s and now the 1990s this has meant ac
cepting no-strike pledges, two and three-tier wage sys
tems, extension of the length of the working day that 
locks many workers permanently out of jobs. 

Today, there is a need for labor to create new or
ganizational beginnings. But it is not jus t a new form 
of organizat ion t ha t has t o be created, bu t a bat t le of 
ideas has to be waged in the labor movement today, 
because mili tant action alone is not enough. We need 
to create ground for defending the voice of labor, a 
voice which is seldom heard. 

This battle of ideas has to be against the old union 
bureaucrats who do not recognize the power of workers' 
thoughts. It needs to be waged together with a different 
kind of intellectual who has not become a bureaucrat— 
intellectuals who want to join with workers in waging a 
battle of ideas, trying tp , create, .a vision, a philosophy 
that can help to create 'new organizational beginnings 
that wc*ft be allowed to fall backwards. 


