
Editorial Gulf war ends: battle for mind of humanity intensifies 
. The military victory George Bush has now won 

against Iraq is but the first battle in a drive for single 
world mastery, for which the Middle East is but the 
starting point. By the time Bush finally called a tempo­
rary halt to his murderous onslaught against Iraq, tens 
of thousands of its people lay dead and both Iraq and 
Kuwait were reduced to cratered wastelands. For seven 
months Bush permitted nothing to slow his merciless 
drive to crush Iraq—from his rush to send hundreds of 
thousands of troops to the Gulf in August, the fastest 
mobilization in history; to the merciless bombing un­
leashed in January, the most concentrated in all of his­
tory; to the ground attack launched one week ago, the 
most massive since World War II. 

The collapse of the Iraqi Army in face of this on­
slaught also reflects the fact that the Iraqi masses felt 
no desire to die for the. sake of their brutal dictator, 
Saddam Hussein. .Whether Hussein remains on the 
scene or not, however, the U.S. intends oil keeping a 
huge military force in the area for months if not years 
to come. Bush is determined that no revolutionary pole 
of opposition emerge in the area in the aftermath of 
Hussein's defeat. 

I t is not alone a question of the Middle East. Since 

the very start of this crisis, Bush has used his conflict 
with Hussein to engage in such total miitarization as to 
smother the very idea of revolution. The intensity of 
this battle for the minds of humanity, which will only 
escalate in the weeks and months to come, means that 
far from entering any new era of "peace and stability," 
the world is now facing the most dangerous period of 
retrogression since the advent of nuclear weapons, 

I raq became a test ing ground for a whole a r ray of 
new mili tary technology—Patriot missiles, Toma­
hawk cruise missiles, the Ml-Al battle tank, laser-
guided "smart bombs," and the cluster bombs that 
Pentagon spokesmen called "steel rain." Reporters 
marveled over the "kill boxes" assigned to Air Force 
pilots—grid coordinates for air a t tacks on computer-
generated targets. 

And. while the justified fears that Saddam Hussein 
would use chemical weapons never materialized, ignored 
by the media is the fact that the most barbaric weapons 
yet used in this war, including chemical weapons, were 
employed by the U.S. In the days leading up to the in­
vasion, U.S. warplanes not only sprayed napalm on Ira­
qi forward positions, but "tested" a new type of chemi­
cal weapon—"fuel-air explosives." This hideous bomb 

disperses fuel droplets over an area larger than a city 
block, then ignites them, suffocating all beneath from 
lack of oxygen and blowing them up with the force of 
the concussion. Forgotten, as it lay hidden by the Pen­
tagon military jargon about high-tech weaponry, was 
the human dimension. 
A M E R I C A ' S HIGH-TECH M Y LAI 

For a fleeting moment, there was worldwide revulsion 
at the ongoing carnage, when—at 4:30 AM Feb. 13—two 
laser-guided "smart bombs" found the ventilation duct 
on the roof of a Baghdad air-raid shelter, penetrated it, 
and incinerated more than 300 civilians, nearly all wom­
en and children. I t was America's high-tech My Lai 
massacre. 

The human dimension was seen in the faces of the 
Iraqis frantically trying to rescue the victims, and in 
those who searched for relatives among bodies burned 
nearly beyond recognition. It was seen in the mass dem­
onstrations the next day in the Middle East, North Af­
rica, and India, as millions rejected the Pentagon's lies 
that the shelter had been a "command and control cen­
ter," and refused to reduce mass murder of civilians to 
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Capitalist 
war and 
production 

b y F e l i x Mart in 
Labor Editor 

In this war in the Persian Gulf the soldiers, sailors 
and marines on both sides are the victims of George 
Bush and Saddam Hussein. They are the ones dying, 
and they are the ones who, if they live, will face the 
point of production after the war. In Iraq it will mean 
the labor of rebuilding from the terrible destruction 
that the bombs are raining down. 

Here in the U.S. the soldiers will return to plant clos­
ings and unemployment as well as to the assembly line. 
I survived two wars, World War II and Korea, only to 
come home and go to work to produce for the next war 
to be fought by the next generation, my sons and 
daughters. 

I worked for many years as a blue-collar worker at 
General Motors (GM), and what goes through my mind 
when I see and read about this war is the assembly 

(continued on page 3) 

Black World 

Debate over 0^^ 
socialism T ^ i L / 
in S. Africa "*r 

b y L o u T u r n e r 

"Africa will not be free through the mechanical develop­
ment of material forces, but it is the hand of the African 
and his brain that will set into motion and implement the 
dialectics of the liberation of the continent." 

—Frantz Fanon 
In the year since the release of Nelson Mandela, the 

political life of the liberation movement in South Africa 
has at once entered a period of heightened self-confi­
dence and sought to suppress the revolutionary democ­
racy the Black masses have created over a decade and 
a half of uninterrupted struggle. A period of dissolution 
has set in, in South Africa. • 
R E S P O N S E S T O S L O V O D I S C U S S I O N 

Into this process of dissolution enters South African 
Communist Party (SACP) chief, Joe Slovo, with his 
Stalinist "confession"—"Has Socialism Failed?" As not­
ed in this column last month, two critical responses to 
Slovo's "discussion pamphlet" have appeared in the . 
South African theoretical journal Sapem by Pallo Jor­
dan, Information Secretary of the ANC (African Nation­
al Congress) and a member of its National Executive 
Committee, and Prof. Archie Mafeje. 

In his critique of Slovo, "Crisis of Conscience in the 
SACP: A Critical Review of Slovb's 'Has Socialism 
Failed?'" (Sapem, June 1990), Pallo Jordan's erudite 
tracing of the history of the Russian Revolution, the vi-

(eontinued on page 8) 

Black America: The war abroad 
and the war at home 

b y J o h n A l a n 
"The war in the Persian Gulf is wrong, unnecessary, 

unprincipled, arid dirty:..in violation of all standards of 
fundamental human rights/ ' declared the over 100 
Black civic and religious leaders who gathered in what 
was called a "National Afro-American Summit" in Har­
lem on Feb. 15 to call for an emergency UN assembly 
and to demand that George Bush declare an uncondi­
tional and immediate cease-fire to his "immoral and 
racist" war. 

The meeting, primarily made up of Black religious 
leaders such as Rev. Calvin Bujtts of the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church, where the Summit was held, and Rev. 
Joseph Lowery of SCLC (Southern Christian Leader­
ship Council), was a reflection of the overwhelming 
mood, of Black America. Indeed, in contrast to .Bush's 
barbarism in the Persian Gulf, the whole celebration of 
African-American History Month this year has opened a 
debate on "should Black Americans fight in the Gulf 
war?" This was not a formal debate, but only a public 
expression of Blacks on how they felt about the war. 
The Oakland Tribune and other newspapers carried 
this question into the Black neighborhoods and found 
that most Black Americans were saying. NO! 

Brad Brown, the news editor of the Oakland Trib­
une, put this negative answer in the context of the de­
terioration of Black life in the inner cities, that in many 
instances is approaching Third World conditions. Brown 
wrote: "And on top of all this abuse, hate crimes 
against us are increasing, and are increasingly violent." 
Brown agreed with Bush that there are issues worth 
fighting for. "But for Black people those issues are right 
here at home." ' 
"THE S T A T E OF B L A C K A M E R I C A , " 1991 

What more damning evidence of what needs to be 
fought here at home than the fact that the Black infant 
mortality rate is twice that of whites and in some de­
pressed areas even higher! Along with this high infant 
mortality rate has appeared the worsening phenomenon 
of poverty-stricken Black children. According to a re­
cent study by the Joint Center for Political and Eco­
nomic Studies nearly half of the nation's Black children 
live in poverty and "if current trends hold, for these 
children it will be increasingly hard to overcome the 
burdens imposed by poverty." The report pinpointed 
that the tremendous deepening of poverty among Black 
children began after 1979. 

After a great deal of outrage and agitation for the ad­
ministration to do something about the unconscionably 
high rate of infant mortality, Bush has finally sent to 
Congress a plan through Louis Sullivan, his Secretary of . 

• Health and Human Services. What Bush proposes to do 
is to simply take $58 million from the existing programs 
that serve pregnant women, poor children and the 
homeless and redirect it to ten cities that have the 
highest rate of infant mortality. 

Above all, the "State of Black America" is revealed in 
the fact that the current severe recession in the Black 
community "is a permanent feature of the American 
economy," as David Swinton, Dean of the School of 
Business at Jackson State University put it in the Ur­
ban League's annual report, using the latest Census Bu-

Wi 

reau data to make his point. Blacks receive only three-
fifths as much in income as whites and are three times 
more likely to fall below the poverty line. 

When nationwide unemployment (of those who are 
still counted!) jumped to 6.2% at the beginning of the 
year and was seen as undeniable proof of the ongoing 
recession, Urban League president John Jacob said that 
rate would look like "full employment" to the Black 
community, where unemployment had jumped to 
12.4%—and has been in double digits for a full decade. 
For Black teenagers it is 35.2%-rofficially. 

In the face of this reality, Black Americans can 
only reject the total sham of a president who talks 
about freedom and self-determination for Kuwaitis at 
the same time that he vetoes a mild civil rights act 
on the false ground that it would set up a quota sys­
tem in employment; sends out his hatchet man, Wil­
liam Bennett, to tell racists that the gutting of af­
firmative action is the president's top priority; and 
then shamelessly has one of his Black officials try to 
kill scholarships for minority students. 

With a new version of the Civil Rights Act before 
him, Bush is as recalcitrant toward it as he was to the 
bill he vetoed at the end of last year. "The closest thing 
to quotas that I've seen is the disproportionate repre­
sentation of African-Americans in the armed services," 
charged Michigan Congressman John Conyers. It is, 
nevertheless, one of the emergent contradictions of 
Black political leadership that even Conyers, a "left so­
cial democrat," voted for the House resolution authoriz­
ing Bush's use of military force in the Persian Gulf. 

The word "quota" is one of Bush's code words. It is 
the political adhesive which binds right-wing racists to 

(continued on page 8) 
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On International Women's Day, 1991 
w e are proud to announce a new, expanded edition of 

Raya Dunayevskaya's 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution 

to be published in late Spring by the Univers i ty of Illinois P ress 
For the first time since this book was originally published in 1982, all three of Raya Dunayevskaya's major 
works—Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy and Revolution, and Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution—will be in print. At the same time, documents pertaining to the writing 
of those books, as well as Dunayevskaya's writings during the last year of her life, 1986-87, are available to the 
public in her Archives. (See page 4) Two unpublished documents from the Archives will be included in this 
edition as a new introduction. 

J0**>H 

FROM THE NEW FOREWORD BY 
ADRIENNE RICH: 

In Luxemburg, Duriay-
evskaya portrays a bril­
liant, brave, and inde­
pendent woman, passion­
ately internationalist and 
anti-war, a believer in the 
people's "spontaneity" in 
the cause of freedom; a 
woman who saw herself 
as Marx's philosophical 
heir....But the biography 
does hot stop here....Lux­
emburg's life and thought 
became a kind Of jump-
ing-off po in t in to t h e 
present and the future— 
what she saw and didn't 
see, her l imitations as 
well as her understand­
ing. 

FROM THE NEW INTRODUCTION 
BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA: 

In Part Two on the Women's Liberation Move-
ment...the point I chose to elaborate was...the con­
ception of Women's Liberation not just as force but 
as Reason. The new here, however, was that the 
"proof came from history itself—February 23, 
1917. This was for purposes of showing that the 
women were the ones who initiated that [Russian] 
revolution. Even now I am not sure that we totally 
understand that that, in turn, depends on women 

R a y a D u n a y e v s k a y a 

pract icing the immediate problems inseparable 
from the philosophic context. 

FROM ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN'S 
LIBERATION, AND MARX'S 
PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION: 

The tremendous movement of women active in 
the illegal antiwar work was not limited to Ger­
many; it was i n t e rna t iona l t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
war....With the beheading of the German Revolu­
tion, the women's movement was likewise stifled. 
The fact that the women had participated massive­
ly in revolutionary antiwar work did not assure a 
totally different stage for women once the revolu­
tion was beheaded.!..For precisely this reason we 
must ; turn to Marx—-the whole of Marx. Without 
his philosophy of revolution, neither Women's Lib-
erationists nor the whole of humanity will have dis­
covered the ground that will assure the success of 
the revolution. 

...not a single one of the post-Marx Marxists, be­
ginning with Engels and continuing with Luxem­
burg, Zetkin, Lenin and Trotsky, all the way into 
our age with Mao, worked on the ground Marx had 
laid out, either on pre-capitalist societies or on the 
question of Women's Liberation. Tha t is the 
ground that our age has dug out....That isn't be­
cause we are "smarter" than any of these great 
revolutionaries. It is because we, who have been 
struggling under the whip of the many counter-rev­
olutions, do have one advantage—the maturity of 
our age. Ours is the age that has witnessed a move­
ment from practice, the emergence of a whole new 
Third World...as well as Women's Liberation.... 
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On International Women's Day 

Stop the militarization of our minds 
by Terry Moon 

That hundreds of people—most of them women and 
children—were massacred by George Bush's 2,000-pound 
bombs while they huddled in a clearly marked air raid 
shelter in residential Baghdad, shines a white-hot light 
on the necessity of international solidarity. Our cele­
bration of International Women's Day on March 8 is in­
fused with rage that the lives of our Arab sisters mean 
so little to this U.S. government that it snuffs out hun­
dreds by simply pressing a button that directs a bomb 
to fall. 

While U.S. officials repeat that it is "not United 
States policy to inflict civilian casualties," we know that 
is a lie. We need only mention the names Hiroshima," 
Nagasaki, Dresden, My Lai, to know that U.S. policy 
has never been concerned for the lives of civilians. That 
is only one reason that women have always—always— 
opposed wars of imperialism, of conquest, of a supposed 
"new world order" that is simply another way of saying 
imperialism. 

Women have a proud and passionate history of 
anti-militarism from Jeane t te Rankin to Rosa Lux­
emburg and Clara Zetkin to J a n e Addams. Today 
women have come out in great numbers against 
Bush 's imperial war as part icipants in all the demon­
strat ions and as women—from protests in Detroit to 
200 women staff and faculty at the conservative Uni­
versi ty of Chicago who wrote an open let ter declar­
ing, "We refuse a war tha t may result in the death of 
untold thousands ," 

Women in the military have bravely gone public in 
their opposition. One is Yolanda Huet-Vaughn who 
went AWOL and said in a news conference, "I am refus­
ing orders to be an accomplice in what I consider an 
immoral, inhumane and unconstitutional act." Undoubt­
edly there are many more in the military quietly doing 
everything possible to keep from participating in Bush's 
bloody ambitions. (See page 11.) 

But even though the anti-militarist movement has a 
strong women's dimension, this war is different. It is not 
only that women are serving in the military in greater 
numbers than ever before; it is, above all, that we are 
witnessing serious disorientation within the women's 
movement itself. 
CRISIS OF THE MIND 

Thus the National Organization for Women, despite 
opposing this war, stupidly argues that women should 
be drafted as well as men and that women should be 
equal in the U.S. military, in this blood-for-oil war ma­
chine that has killed Iraqi civilians by the thousands. 

More telling is what women wrote who are in the col­

lective that publishes off our backs (oob), a feminist 
paper publishing for over 20 years. What seemed to 
unite most of their separate statements on the war, in 
their February issue, was a feeling of helplessness, of 
being "so horror-stricken that I want only to weep," 
coupled with a blaming of U.S. women for the war. 

One oob writer says women "believe Bush because 
they want to believe Bush, they want to be citizens of 
an imperial power." A second actually supports the war 
while a third pontificates that, "It is stumbling yet 
again on the blindness, on the stupidity and crudeness 
of North Americans that horrifies me about this situa­
tion." 

While there is no question that many women do 
support Bush's war , it is fantastic to blame U.S. 
women for it. Isn ' t this at t i tude a capitulation to 
Bush ' s "d r ive t o w a r d t h e mi l i ta r iza t ion of ou r 
minds" tha t Olga Domanski wrote about in last 
month 's News & Letters? In that lead article she 
wrote, " the new ant i -war movement.. .confronts a 
challenge deeper than that faced by any earlier gen­
eration—a veritable crisis of the mind..." One oob 
writer personifies this "crisis of the mind" when she 
wri tes tha t ever since she heard of the bombing of 
Iraq, "I 've felt heavy, blocked, like my skull was 
being scraped from the inside by a dull blade." 

This same politically active feminist can express such 
a feeling and say at the same time, "We are stupid, 
crude, ignoble; we cannot think, but instead grab onto 
what we are told is power." This blaming of the masses 
is a sorry result of suffering through an age of counter­
revolution, of failed revolutions, and of revolutions 
transformed into their opposites and ten years of a 
brutal Reagan retrogression. What we must fight is 
that, as Domanski put it, "At this moment in history 
the drive to militarize the minds of humanity has been 
pursued relentlessly." 
A VISION OF FREEDOM 

Blaming the masses for this war, or calling U.S. wom­
en backwards or power-hungry, is not the answer to 
Bush's aim to make us think that revolution—a new 
human society—is impossible. To counter Bush's inhu­
man view of our future we need "a total vision of not 
only what we are fighting against, but what we are 
fighting for—i.e., a vision of a totally new, human socie­
ty." We cannot let Bush smother the very idea of free­
dom. 

It is freedom after all—the necessity of it for women, 
for all of us, to live full, productive human lives—that 
has to be the basis of our international solidarity and 
our anti-militarism this International Women's Day. 

by Mary Joe Grey 
Women's r ight to abortion remains under siege: 
• In Maryland, a law was passed Feb. 18, granting worn 
en unrestricted access to abortions up to the time a fe 
tus is able to survive outside the womb, but requiring 
parental notification for underage women. 
• In Michigan, the state appeals court struck down, Feb 
22, a ban on state-paid abortions for poor women, say 
ing it violated women's rights to equal protection. Th< 
suit involved a 15-year-old denied a Medicaid-fundec 
abortion after being gang-raped. 
• In Chicago, Illinois Masonic Hospital "sold its soul" t< 
the Catholic Church by agreeing to stop performinj 
abortions in exchange for the right to buy church prop 
erty. Protests have fallen on deaf ears. Also Cook Coun 
ty Hospital—most of whose patients are poor—is beinj 
petitioned by two Catholic nuns to resume abortioi 
services banned by the county board in 1980. In advo 
eating a woman's right to choose, the nuns said: "Ever 
woman and every man has a free will and this is a gif 
from God." 

* * * 
Under jthe banner "Women, of the World Say No t< 
War," 500 German women demonstrated in a strike fo: 
peace, Jan. 23, in Cologne and Hamburg, and appeale< 
to all women to strike every Wednesday. They sai< 
"Neithef the forceful pecupation of Kuwait by the Iraq 
government, nor the rich countries' interest for chea] 
oil justify a war that will be a catastrophe for mankhw 
and particularly for the 'Third World' and the environ 
ment." Women from Mexico announced similar strikes. 

. : • ; —From Women Living Under Muslim Law: 
* * * 

The Fourth National Conference of Women took plac< 
recently in Kerala, South India. This was the next con 
ference after the one in Bihar two years ago. The mail 
division was between autonomous women's groups an< 
women's! sections of Left parties. Even the governmen 
of Kerala, which is the CPM—meaning Communist Par 
ty-MarxJst—was very much against the conference 
Most of the working women in Kerala had been organ 
ized by the CPM and maybe they saw the conference a 
a threat. It was decided that in the whole country wi 
will take Gommunalism as the issue—not only for Inter 
national Women's Day on March 8, but for the whol 
year. —From Pilai 

Bihar, Indii 

Women's silent protest 

Detroit, Mich.—Over 300 women took part in ; 
"Women's Silent Anti-War Protest" Feb. 6 in downtown 
Detroit. Organized by women from Wayne State Uni 
versify, the march included feminists and students, Ara 
bic, Jewish; Black. Their statement read: 

"We are • women of varied ethnic heritage, in opposi 
tion to the war on Iraq. We demand an immediate 
cease fire. We wear black in the spirit of the Women ii 
Black of Israel and Palestine who are calling for a dia 
logue to restore the human rights of the Palestiniai 
people. By disregarding divisive boundaries imposed b; 
empires that wage war, we unite as women, of the earti 
against the war mentality... 

"We reject the values of societies arranged by rela 
tions of dominance as the Western world's war agains 
Native a n d ' T h i r d World' peoples....As mothers, sister 
and daughters, we wish to replace hierarchy with com 
munity and [the value of power with that of mutual re 
spect." —Women in Unity Against the W a 

Have a revolutionary '' 
International Woman's Day 
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Layoffs, unemployment in every sphere Korean workers sue 
from the factory... 

Chicago, III.—In the same month of November, 
1990 that the U.S. economy lost 200,000 manufacturing 
jobs, the Swift-Eckrich meatpacking plant in Chicago 
closed its doors. My co-workers and I have been looking 
for factory work since the beginning of this year, but 
have found nothing. One woman described it as "trying 
to find a needle in a haystack. You don't know where to 
go. You don't know who's hiring." 

i That same woman and her friend, each of whom have 
more than 20 years' factory experience, go out in the 

' morning and drive from factory to factory. They rarely 
find more than one that is taking applications. One 

' morning the only place they found was a Jewel ware-
- house. The receptionist started laughing when she 

heard where they had worked before, because so many 
- Eckrich people already had been there. 

I have submitted more than 25 applications, but have 
received only one call from an employer, a large candy 
manufacturer. That company requires a high school dip-

i loma (which my friends do not have) and conducts an 
extensive interview and testing process. A woman taking 
one test with me exclaimed, "We have to know all this 

I just to pack candy bars?" Of ten people who survived, I 
' was the only one with factory experience. 

We would start as "temporary associates," which 
means: wages that are about $3 per hour less than 

r those earned by permanent employees; no benefits; and 
[ a maximum of 1,000 hours (about six months) of work 

within a 12-month period. After two months of search­
ing, this is all I could find! The AFL-CIO says that 
there are about 5.4 million workers who are working 

"i part-time because they cannot find full-time work. 
Even though I have passed all of their tests, including 

' the physical examination and the drug test, I still am 
not working! I suppose the company is waiting to see 

! how the recession affects candy sales. I keep looking for 
another job, but not every day anymore. I just can't get 

' up every morning and force myself to do something so 
' futile. —Former Eckrich worker 

...to the office 
( Los Angeles, Cal.—The ruling class has given us 
' their "Happy New Year" greeting card by starting an 
i* inhuman war in the Middle East and by massive layoffs 
> in industry after industry, including the banking indus-
•! try where I am employed. I have witnessed the layoffs 

I No raise, what bonus? 
Carson, Cal.—Workers at ARCO's Los Angeles 

Refinery are demanding parity with Chevron where 
wages are $1 to $3 higher. Mobil workers just received a 
$1.98 raise as part of their struggle for parity. What we 
ARCO workers got instead was a vague bonus program. 

The production, quality and safety norms the bonus 
program is based on weren't published until the day af­
t e r we voted it in. One clause gives management the 
right to change the goals, exclude any individual em­
ployee or even stop the program without consultation 
with the union, which, one woman operator said, "is 
just as good as a blank check to bust the union." The 
company isn't even telling us what size bonus they're 
talking about! 

The company spends a lot of time congratulating us 
on IV2 million work hours without a "lost workday inju­
ry," but doesn't correct unsafe working conditions. They 
pass out flyers telling us all about good housekeeping on 
the job and that "all accidents are avoidable." Some 
workers concerned about safety have started to keep a 
log of "unreported" accidents. 

The company and the union have been holding meet­
ings called "Partners in Change," more commonly called 
"Partners in Crime" or even "Partners in Concessions" 
by the workers. This is where the company first pres­
ented the bonus program. Despite what the union is 
doing, a lot of people are not letting go of demands for 
parity and safe working conditions. 

—Member, OCAW Local 1-128 
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a union shop. 

of more than 3,000 co-workers and friends from my 
place of employment. 

Employees who had been working for more than 15 
or 25 years were given only a two- or three-day notice 
to leave the premises. I saw employees crying with frus­
tration and disappointment when they received their 
parting "package deal." These are people who have 
families, houses and many other obligations that have 
been imposed by this capitalist society. Many of these 
people will never find another job in this catastrophic 
economic crisis or will be forced to accept a job for low­
er pay. 

When the rulers have prosperity, they take the glory 
for themselves. When things are going into bankruptcy, 
they blame the disaster on the workers. The rulers al­
ways look at the workers as an expense, but they are 
the real expense, since the workers produce all the 
wealth of every capitalist nation. 

In those departments not touched by the layoffs, the 
speed-up, policing and harassment have increased tre­
mendously, similar to an assembly line. No one is se­
cure. Many workers are so nervous they are unable to 
sleep. Everyone awaits the news from the managers, to 
know who will be the next unfortunate ones to receive a 
"package deal." —Manolo Tavares 
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This graphic i l lustration of the s tate of the U.S. 
economy appeared on the front page of the Feb. 
12, 1991 Chicago Sun-Times. 

A community destroyed 
Poletown: Community Betrayed by Jennie Wylie (Uni­
versity of Illinois Press, 1989) 

Pole town: Communi ty Be t rayed documents the 
struggle of an integrated working-class Detroit neighbor­
hood against demolition in 1980-81 for construction of 
General Motors' Detroit-Hamtramck Assembly Center. 
Forty-two hundred people were ultimately displaced. 
The plant opened in 1985, two years late, with 1,500 
employees instead of the promised 6,000. 

Wylie, a reporter and participant, describes the deter­
mination and creativity of the community. Demon­
strations, legal challenges and letter-writing were all in 
vain. Finally, in May of 1981, up to 40 people occupied 
their beloved Immaculate Conception Church until it 
was torn down in a round-the-clock operation in July. 
Wylie's extensive quotes from the participants and 
David C. Tumley's moving photographs make their sto­
ry come to life. 

Equally vivid are descriptions of the forces and moves 
against the neighborhood effort. The 1980 Michigan Un­
iform Condemnation Act permits "quick take"—no wait­
ing for the resolution of legal challenges—of property 
when new construction is deemed to serve a public pur­
pose. The Catholic Church hierarchy refused all appeals 
by the community, supporting the rationale of the city 
that the desperate need for jobs overruled all other 
needs. Father Joe Karasiewicz of Immaculate Concep­
tion Church, however, was a focus of the resistance: 
"These people are worse than the Communists in Po-
land...this property was taken away from the people 
against their will." Wylie documents the political collu­
sion of Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young with General 
Motors' corporate interest. 

Even though Wylie's book tells of a defeat, it is im­
portant for activists and revolutionaries who want to 
continue the struggle. From this viewpoint, its lack of 
analysis, conclusions and opinions is a weakness. Wylie 
mentions, but does not emphasize, a relationship both 
to Solidarnosc and its fate in Poland and to the libera­
tion theology struggles in Latin America. She does not 
speculate on the possible different outcome had the 
community forged genuine and massive links to rank-
and-file labor. (The UAW kept very quiet.) 

Wylie stops short of an indictment of capitalism, 
state-capitalism, as the system which allows these kinds 
of things to occur. More discussion of these ideas would 
have given direction to the next phase of the struggle. 
But as a documentary and advocate of the people, Pole-
town is worth-while reading. —Susan Van Gelder 

U.S. multinational 
Editor's note: Three Korean workers, Ms. Yoo Jum 

Soon, Ms. Lee Yeon Ree and Mr. Kong Young Hyo spoke 
in Chicago about their fight against the multinational 
Pico Products, manufacturer of electronic cable TV compo­
nents, headquartered in Liverpool, N. Y. Pico Products fled 
Korea with no notice in February 1989, owing 300 workers 
back wages and compensation. Support can be sent to: 
"Pico Workers Support Committee," Jinsoo Kim, Center 
for Constitutional Rights, 666 Broadway, 7th Floor, New 
York, NY 10012. We print excerpts from their talks below. 

Our people's struggle began in February 1989 with the 
incident where the company president, Bernard Hitch­
cock, fled after having profited from the company. Since 
1989 we tried everything we could possibly do, including 
demonstrating in front of the American Embassy in 
Seoul. When we came to the U.S. in April 1990, we 
demonstrated in front of the Pico Company which is lo­
cated in Syracuse, N.Y., and we visited the State De­
partment. 

As a last resort we decided to bring a lawsuit against 
the Pico Company. Federal District Judge Thomas Mc-
Avoy upheld the court's jurisdiction on Oct. 9, 1990. We 
are told this decision will set a precedent, because there 
has never been a case where a company that has run 
away from another country was actually going to face a 
trial in the U.S. 

We don't see the Pico case a s simply a confronta­
t ion be tween South Korean w o r k e r s ve r sus one 
American company president who fled Korea. We be­
lieve it has much more implication and significance 
in tha t it is challenging the multinational corpora­
t ions who are in constant search for lower wages in 
Third World countries. I believe that causes a lot of 
interest among the workers in the U.S. because they 
are the ones who suffer from the consequences of 
such behavior. 

I would like to briefly talk about the labor conditions. 
The ventilation system in the factory was very bad. Af­
ter working about an hour what you have is smoke with 
lead in it. When you go home you bleed and cough. 

The majority of the workers are women. We have to 
wake up early in the morning to make sure our children 
go to school. After that we go to work and then by the 
time we get back it's usually around 11 or 12 at night. 
The perception about Korean workers, and especially 
women workers, is that they are very docile. Because of 
that preconceived notion a lot of multinational compan­
ies come into Korea and hire women workers. 

The wage is very low in South Korea. If you were to 
work eight or nine hours a day for 30 days in a month, 
your wage would be $160 for the month. The manage­
ment, many times, broke their promise to raise our wag­
es. Also our work was tripled by the fact that a lot of 
women left so that one person was actually doing the 
work of three people. Because of that a lot of women's 
anger was channeled into the organizing effort. 

When I was in Korea, I had often heard of the impor­
tance of international solidarity. However, I never really 
realized until I came to the U.S. what it means to have 
solidarity. Another thing that I realized is that workers, 
regardless of where we are, whether we are in the first 
world or Third World, we all share the same thing. And 
I do strongly believe that true liberation for workers 
can come about. 

Workshop Talks 
(cont inued from p a g e 1) 

line. It seems like war and production are produced in 
the same way. There are the officers and/or foremen on 
the one side, and in both places—the war zone and the 
factory—on the o ther side are the workers, t he 
"grunts," doing the suffering and doing the dying. 

I read an article where it said that the U.S. soldiers 
had not yet worked themselves into a "fever of hate." It 
said that "enemy is a word used by the officers, not al­
ways by the grunts." When I read about a marine ma­
jor talking about "hurting the enemy" and trying to 
make his men feel the same, I see him having a lot in 
common with the foreman on the line and his drive to 
always have "production greater today than yesterday." 

When the soldiers come back from this war, it isn't 
only that they will face the drive for "production great­
er today than yesterday," but many will not be able to 
find any job in production. For Bush's war in the Per­
sian Gulf is happening at the same time we are in conti­
nuous recession. 

In the 1980s GM closed a lot of its plants, moving 
overseas in search of cheap labor. Other workers lost 
their jobs to automation. And GM isn't the only capital­
ist corporation in trouble. 

Sears Roebuck announced it was eliminating an addi­
tional 9,000 jobs to cut expenses, which will bring the 
number of U.S. workers cut to 30,000 by the end of this 
year. U.S. Air will lay off over 3,500 workers. On the 
West Coast the biggest department store chain, Carter 
Hawley-Hale, has just filed for bankruptcy under Chap­
ter 11, which is how this large capitalist corporation can 
continue to operate without its capitalist creditors seiz­
ing its assets. 

War and production in a capitalist system. How much 
longer can we allow this to keep going? The government 
uses our young to fight wars. The ones that come back 
are used in the mines, mills and factories to produce 
wealth to fight the next war, with the next generation 
of youths being under the orders of that next President 
acting as commander-in-chief.. . . 


