Ed‘itorial

The military victory George Bush has now won
agamst Irag is but the first battle in a drive for single
world mastery, for which the Middle East is but the
starting point: By the time Bush finally called a tempo-
-rary halt to his murderous onslaught against Iraq, tens:
of thousands: of its people lay dead and both Irag and
Kuwait were reduced to cratered wastelands. For seven
-months Bush permitted nothing te slow his merciless:
drive to crush Irag—from his rush to send hundreds of
thousands of troops to the Gulf in August, the. fastest
mohlhzatlon in history; to the merciless bombing un--

‘leashed in January, the most concentrated in all of his- -
tory; to the ground attack launched one week ago, the »

most massive since World War II. .

The collapse- of the Iraqi Army in face of this on-
slaught also reflects the fact that the Iragi masses felt
no desire to die for the sake of their brutal dictator,
Saddam Hussein. ‘'Whether Hussein -remains on the
scene or not, however, the U.S. intends on keeping a
huge military force in the area for months if not years.
to come. Bush is determined that no revolutlonary pole
of opposition emerge in the area in the aftermath of
Hussein’s defeat. -

It is not alone a questwn of the Mlddle East. Since
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the very start of this crisis, Bueh has used his conﬂlct
with’ Hussein to engage in such total miitarization as to
smother the very idea of revolution. The" intensity of

_ this battle for the minds of humanity, which will only

escalate in the weeks and months to come; means that,

far from enterlng any new era. of “peace and stability,”

the world is now facing the most dangerous period .of
retrogression since the advent of nuclear weapons.

Iraq became a testing ground for-a whole array. of
new military technology—Patriot missiles, ‘Toma-

» hawk cruise missiles, the M1-Al battle tank, laser-

guided “smart bombs,” and the cluster bombs that
Pentagon spokesmen called “steel rain.” Reporters

marveled over the “kill boxes” assigned to Air Force

pllots-—-gnd coordinates for air attacks on computer-
generated targets. -
And.while the justified fears. that Saddam Hussein

- would .use chemical weapons never materialized, ignored -

by the media is the fact that the most barbaric weapons
yet used in this war, including chemical weapons, were
employed by the U.S. In the days leading up to the in-
vasion, U.S. warplanes not only sprayed napalm on Ira-
qi forward positions, but “tested” a new type of chemi-

cal weapon—"“fuel-air explosives.” This hidecus bomb’

Gulf war ends battle for mind of humanity mtensmes

» dxsperses fuel droplets over an area larger than a’ mty

block, then ignites them, suffocating all beneath from
lack -of oxygen and blowing them up with the force of
the concussion. Forgotten ‘as it lay hidden by the Pen-

' tagon military jargon about high- tech weaponry, was

‘the human -dimension.

- AMERICA’S HIGH-TECH MY LAI

For a ﬂeetmg moment, there was worldwide revulsion

- at the ongoing carnage, when—at 4:30 AM Feb. 13—two

laser-guided “‘smart bombs” found the ventilation duct

- on the roof of a Baghdad air-raid shelter, penetrated it,

and ircinerated more than 300 civilians, nearly all wem- "
en and children. It was America’s high-tech My Lal
massacre.

" The human dimension was seen in the faces of the
Iragis frantically trying to rescue the victims, and in
those who searched for relatives among bodies burned
nearly beyond recognition. It was seen in the mass dem-

- onstrations the next day in the Middle East, North Af-

rica, and India, as millions rejected the Pentagon’s lies
" that the shelter had been a “command and control cen-
ter » and refused to reduce mass murder of civilians to

 {(continued on page 10)
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Capitalist
war and
product:on

by Felix Martin -
Labor Editor

In this war in the Perstan Gulf the soldlers sallors
“and marines on both -sides are:the victims of -George

Bush and Saddam Hussein. They are the ones dying, -

| and they are the ones who, if ‘they live, will: face the
! point of production after the war. In. Iraq it will. mean -

the labor of rebulldmg from the terrible destruction
" that the bombs are raining down..

“Here in the U.S. the soldiers will return to plant clos-

' ings and unemployment as well as to the assembly line.
' T survived two wars, World War II and Korea, only to
| come home and go to work to produce for the next war
" to be fought by - the next generatxon my sons and
| daughters. :
" I worked for many years as a blue-collar worker at
‘ General Motors (GM), and what goes through my ‘mind

k (contmued on page 3) ‘

Debate over
socialism
in S. Africa

by Lou Turner

“Africa will not be free through the mechanical develop-
ment of material forces, but it is the hand of the African
and his brain that will set into motion and implement the
dzalecttcs of the liberation of the contment ”
—Frantz Fanon
In the year since the release of Nelson Mandela, the
political Iife of the liberation movement in South Africa
has at once entered a period of heightened self-confi-
dence and sought to suppress the revolutionary democ-
racy the Black masses have created over a decade and

a half of uninterrupted struggle. A period of dissolution .

has set in, in South Africa.
RESPONSES TO SLOVO DISCUSSION

Into this process of dissolution enters South African
.Comamunist. Party (SACP) chief, Joe Slovo, with his
Stalinist “confession”—“Has Socialism Failed?” As not-
ed in this column last month, two critical responses to
Slovo’s. “discussion pamphlet”™
South African .theoretical journal Sapem by Pallo Jor-
dan, Information Secretary of the ANC (African Nation-
al Congress) and a member of its National Executive
Committee, and Prof. Archie Mafeje. . .

In his critique of Slovo, “Crisis: of Conscience in the
SACP: A Critical Rev1ew of Slovo’s ‘Has Socialism
Failed?”” (Sapem, June 1990), Pallo Jordan’s erudite
tracing of the history of the Russian Revolution, the vi-

. (continued on page 8)"

when I see and read about this war is the assembly :

have appeared in the .-

by J ohn Alan

“The war in the- Persian Gulf is wrong, unnecessary,
unprincipled, and dirty:..in violation of all standards. of

racist” war.

The meetmg, primarily made up of Black religious

Jeaders such as Rev. Calvin Butts of the Abyssinian

" Baptist Church, where the Summit. was held, and Rev. -
- Joseph Lowery of SCLC (Southern -Christian Leader-

ship- Council), was a  reflection .of the overwhelming
mood, of Black America. Indeed, in contrast to Bush’s
barbarism in the Persian Gulf, the whole celebration of
African-American. History Month this year-has opened-a
debate on “should Black Americans fight in the Gulf
war?” This was not a formal debate, but only a public
expression of Blacks on how they felt about the war.
The Oakland Tribune and other newspapers carried
this question into the Black nelghborhoods and found
that most Black Americans were saying NO!.

Brad Brown, the news editor of the Oakland ’I‘nb-
une, put this negative answer in the .context of the de-
terioration of Black life in the inner cities, that in many
instances is approaching Third World conditions. Brown
wrote: “And on top of all this abuse, hate crimes
against us are increasing, and are increasingly violent.”
Brown agreed with Bush that there are issues worth
fighting for. “But for Black pecple those i issues are right
here at home.”

“THE STATE OF BLACK AMERICA,” 1991

What more damming evidence of what needs to be
fought here at home than the fact that the Black infant
mortality rate is twice that of whites and in some de-
pressed areas even higher! Along with this high infant

. mortality rate has appeared the worsening phenomenon

of poverty-stricken Black children. According to a re-
cent study by the Joint Center. for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies nearly half of the nation’s Black children
live in poverty and “if current trends hold, for these

- children it will be increasingly hard: to overcome the

burdens  imposed. by poverty.” The report pinpointed
that the tremendous deepening of poverty among Black
children began after 1979.

After a great deal of outrage and agxtatlon for the ad-
ministration to do something about the unconscionably
high rate of infant mortality, Bush has finally sent to

Congress a plan through Louis Sullivan, his Secretary of
. Health and Human ‘Services. What Bush proposes to do
is to simply take $58 million from the existing programs.

that serve pregnant woemen, poor children and the
homeless and redirect it to ten cities that have the
highest rate of infant mortality. '

Above all, the “State of Black America” is revea]ed in
the fact that the current severe recession in the Black
community “is a permanent feature of the American

" ‘econemy,”. as David Swinton, Dean. of the School of

Business at Jackson State University put it in the Ur-
ban League’s annual report, using the latest Census Bu-

- cial democrat,”

;Black Amerlca The war abroad

- fundamental human rights,” - declared the over 100 -
- Black civic and religious leaders who gathered'in what
was called a_“National Afro-American Summit” in Har-.
lem on Feb. 15 to call for an emergency UN assembly .
and to demand that George Bush declare an uncondi-.
* tional and nnmedlate cease- fire to his “lmmoral and’

]

reau data to make his point. Blacks receive only three-
fifths as much in income as whites and are three times
more likely to fall below the poverty line.

When nationwide unemployment (of those who are
still counted!) jumped to 6.2% at the beginning of the
year and was seen as undeniable proof of the ongoing
recession, Urban League president John Jacob said that
rate would look like “fuill employment” to the Black
community, where unemployment had jumped to
12.4%—and has been in double digits for a full decade.
For Black teenagers it is 35.2%—officially.

In the face of this reality, Black Americans can
only reject the total sham of a president who talks
about freedom and self-détermination for Kuwaitis at
the same time that he vetoes a mild civil rights act
on the false ground that it would set up a quota sys-
tem in employment; sends out his hatchet. man, Wil-
liam Bennett, to tell racists that the gutting of af--
firmative action is the president’s top priority; and
then shamelessly has one of his Black officials try to
kill scholarslnps for minority students.

With a new version of the Civil Rights Act before
him, Bush is as recalcitrant toward it as he was to the

- bill he vetoed at the end of last year. “The closest thing

to quotas that I've seen is the disproportionate repre-
sentation of African-Americans in the armed services,”
charged Michigan. Congressman John Conyers. It is,

_nevertheless, one of the emergent contradictions. of

Black political leadership that even Conyers, a “left so-
voted for the House resolution authoriz- -
ing Bush’s use of military force in the Persian Guif.

The word “quota™ is one of Bush’s code words. It is
the political adhesive which binds- right-wing racists to

(continued on page 8)
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On International Women’s Day, 1991

we are proud to announce a new, expanded edition of

Raya Dunayevskaya’s
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,

and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution

to be published in late Spring by the University of Illinois Press

" For the first time since this book was originally published in 1982, all three of Raya Dunayevskaya’s major
“works—Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy and Revolution, and Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution—will be'in print. At the same time, documents pertaining to the writing
of those books, as well as Dunayevskaya’s writings during the last year of her life, 1986-87, are available to the
public in her Archives. (See page 4) Two unpublished documents from the Archives will be included in this

edition as a new introduction.
FROM THE NEW FOREWORD BY
ADRIENNE RICH:

‘In Luxemburg, Dunay-
evskaya - portrays a bril-
liant, brave, and 'inde-
pendent woman, passion-
ately’ internationalist and
anti-war, a believer in the
people’s “spontaneity” in
the ‘cause of ‘freedom; a
woman who' saw herself
as "Marx’s philosophical
heir....But the- biography
"does niot stop here....Lux--
~emburg’s life and thought
became a kind of Jump-
ing-off point into ‘the’
present and the future—
what she saw and didn’t
see, her limitations 'as
well as her understand-
ing.

FROM THE NEW INTRODUCTION
BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA:

In Part Two on the Women’s Liberation Move-
ment...the point I chose to elaborate was...the con-
ception of Women’s Liberation not just as force but

- as Reason. The new here, however, was that the
“proof’ came from history itself—February 23,
1917. This was for purposes of showing that the
women were the ones who initiated that [Russian]
revolution. Even now I am not sure that we totally
understand that that, in turn, depends on women

Raya Dunayevskaya

On International Women’s Day
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practicing the immediate problems inseparable
from the philosophic context.

FROM ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN’S
LIBERATION, AND MARX'S
PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION:

The tremendous movement of women active in
the - illegal - antiwar work was not’ limited to Ger-
many; it - was intefnational throughout the
war... With the beheadmg of the German Revolu-
tion, the women’s movement was likewise stifled.
The fact that the women had participated massive-
ly in revolutionary antiwar work did not assure a
totally - different stage’ for women once the revolu-
tion. was beheaded... .For precisely this reason we
must | turn to Marx—the whole of Marx. Without
his philosophy of revolution, neither Women’s Lib-
erationists nor the whole of humanity will have dis-
covered the ground that will assure the success of
the revolution.

...not a single éne of the post-Marx Marxists, be-
ginning with Engels and continuing with Luzem-
burg, Zetkin, Lenin and Trotsky, all the way into
our age with Mao, worked on the ground Marx had
laid out, either on pre-capitalist societies or on the
question of Women’s Liberation. That is the
ground that our age has dug out...That isn’t be-
cause we are “smarter” than any of these great
revolutionaries. It is because we, who have been
struggling under the whip of the many counter-rev-
olutions, do have one advantage—the maturity of
our age. Ours is the age that has witnessed a move-
ment from practice, the emergence of a whole new
Third World...as well as Women’s Liberation...
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Stop the militarization of our minds

by Terry Moon
That hundreds of people—most of them women and

" children—were massacred by George Bush’s 2,000-pound
- bombs while they huddled in a clearly marked air raid

shelter in residential Baghdad, shines a white-hot light
on the necessity of international solidarity. Our cele-
bration of International Women’s Day on March 8 is in-
fused with rage that the lives of our Arab sisters mean
so little to this U.S. government that it snuffs out hun-
dreds by simply pressing a button that directs a bomb

to fall. .
While U.S. officials repeat that it is “not United

States policy to inflict civilian casualties,” we know that
is a lie. We need only mention the names Hiroshima,
Nagasaki, Dresden, My Lai, to know that U.S. policy
has never been concerned for the lives of civilians. That
is only one reason that women have always—always—
opposed wars of imperialism, of-conquest, of a supposed
“new world order” that is simply another way of saying

" imperialism.

Women have a proud and passionate history of
anti-militarism from Jeanette Rankin to Rosa Lux-
emburg and Clara Zetkin to Jane Addams. Today
women have come out in great numbers against
Bush’s imperial war as participants in all the demon-
strations and as women—from protests in Detroit to
200 women staff and faculty at the conservative Uni-
versity of Chicago who wrote an open letter declar-
ing, “We refuse a war that may result in the death of
untold thousands,”

Women in the mlhtary have bravely gone public in
their opposition. One is Yolanda Huet-Vaughn who
went AWOL and said in a news conference, “I am refus-
ing orders to be an accomplice in what I consider an
immoral, inhumane and unconstitutional act.” Undoubt-
edly there are many more in the military quietly doing
everything possible to keep from participating in Bush’s
bloody ambitions. (See page 11.)

But even though the anti-militarist movement has a

" strong women’s dimension, this war is different. It is not

only that women are serving in the military in greater
numbers than ever before; it is, above all, that we are
witnessing - serious disorientation within the women’s
movement itself.
-CRISIS OF THE MIND

Thus the National Organization for Women, despite
opposing this war, stupidly argues that women should
‘be drafted as well as men and that women should be

- ‘equal in the U.S. military, in:this blood-for-oil war ma-

chine that has killed Iraqi civilians by the thousands.
More telling is what women wrote who are in the col-

lective that publishes off our backs (oob), a feminist
paper publishing for over 20 years. What seemed to
unite most of their separate statements on the war, in
their February issue, was a feeling of helplessness, of
being “so horror-stricken that I want only to weep,”
coupled with a blaming of U.S. women for the war.

One oob writer says women “believe Bush because
they want to believe Bush, they want to be citizens of
an imperial power.” A second actually supports the war
while a third pontificates that, “It is stumbling yet
again on the blindness, on the stupidity and crudeness

of North Americans that horrifies me about this situa- -

tion.”

‘While there is no questlon that many women do
support Bush’s war, it is fantastic to blame U.S.
women for it. Isn’t this attitude a capitulation to
Bush’s “drive toward the militarization of our
minds” that Olga Domanski wrote about in last
month’s News & Letters? In that lead article she
wrote, “the new anti-war movement...confronts a
challenge deeper than that faced by any earlier gen-
eration—a veritable crisis of the mind...” One oob
writer personifies this “crisis of the mind” when she
writes that ever since she heard of the bombing of
Iraq, “I’'ve felt heavy, blocked, like my skull was
being scraped from the inside by a dull blade.”

This same politically active feminist can express such
a feeling and say at the same time, “We are stupid,
crude, ignoble; we cannot think, but instead grab onto
what we are told is power.” This blaming of the masses
is a sorry result of suffering through an age of counter-
revolution, of failed revolutions, and of revolutions
transformed into their opposites and ten years of a
brutal Reagan retrogression. What we must fight is
that, as Domanski put it, “At this moment in history
the drive to militarize the minds of humanity has been
pursued relentlessly.”

A VISION OF FREEDOM i

Blaming the masses for this war, or calling U.S. wom-
en backwards or- power-hungry, is not the answer to
Bush’s aim to make us think that revolution—a new
human society—is impossible. To counter Bush’s inhu-
man view of our future we need “a total vision of not
only what we are fighting against, but what we are
fighting for—i.e., a vision of a totally new, human socie-
ty.” We cannot let Bush smother the very idea of free-
dom.

It is freedom after all—the necessity of it for women,

“for all of us, to live full, productive human lives—that

has to be the basis of our international solidarity and
our anti-militarism this International Women’s Day.

Women-

Worldwide

by Mary Joe Grey

Women’s right to abortion remains under siege:
¢ In Maryland, a law was passed Feb. 18, granting wom
en unvestricted access to abortions up to the time a fe

tus is able to survive outside the womb, but requirin

parental notification for underage women.

o In Michigan, the state appeals court struck down, Feh
22, a ban on state—pald abortions for poor women, say
ing it violated women’s rights to equal protection. Th
suit involved a 15-year-old denied a Medicaid-fundec
abortion after being gang-raped.

¢ In Chicago, Illinois Masonic Hospital “sold its soul” t
the Cidtholic Church by agreeing to stop performin;
abortions in exchange for the right to buy church prop
erty. Protests have fallen on deaf ears. Also Cook Coun

ty Hospltal-—most of whose patients are poor—is bein

petltloned by two_Catholic nuns to .resume abortior
services banned by the county board in 1980. In advo
cating a woman’s right to choose, the nuns said: “Ever:
woman and every man has 3 free will and this is a gif
from God.”

* * *

‘Under the banner “Women of the World Say No t

War,” 500 German women demonstrated in a strike fo

_peace, Jan. 23, in Cologne and Hamburg, and appeale(

to all women to strike every Wednesday. They sai
“Nelthe}' the forceful occupation of Kuwait by the Iraq
government, nor the rich countries’ interest for chea
oil justify a war that will be a catastrophe for mankin

.. and_particularly . for the ‘Thu‘d World’ and the environ
_ment.” ‘Women from Mexico announced similar strikes.

: —From Women lemg Under Muslim Law:

The Fourth National Conference of Women took plac
recently in Kerala, South India. This was the next con
ference after the one in Bihar two years ago. The mai
division was between autonomous women’s groups and
women’s sections of Left parties. Even the governmen
of Kerala, which is the CPM-—meaning Communist Par
ty-Marxist—was very much against the conference
Most of ‘the working women in Kerala had been organ
ized by the CPM and maybe they saw the conference a
a threat. It was decided that in the whole country w
will take: Communalism as the issue—not only for Inter
national Womens Day on March 8, but for the whol
year. ~—From Pila

Bihar, Indi:

Women'’s silent protest "

Detroit, Mich.—Over 300 women took part in .
“Women’s Silent Anti-War Protest” Feb. 6 in downtow:
Detroit. Otganized by women from Wayne State Uni
versity, the march included feminists and students, Ara
bic, Jewish; Black. Their statement read:

“We are women of varied ethnic heritage, in opposi
tion to the war on Iraq. We demand an- immediat.
cease fire. We wear black in the spirit of the Women ii
Black of Isrdel and Palestine who are calling for a dia
logue to restore the human rights of the Palestinia
people By 'disregarding divisive boundaries imposed b;
empires that wage war, we unite as women of the eartl
against the 'war mentality...

“We reject the values of societies arranged by rela
tions of dominance as the Western world’s war agains
Native and, “Third World’ peoples....As mothers, sister.
and daughters, we wish to replace hierarchy with com
mumty and the value of power with that of mutual re
spect.” —Women in Unity Against the Wa

' Have a revolutionéry
International Woman’s Day
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