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The murder of Kurds, Assyrians, Shiites, Turcomans

Bush complicity in Hussein's genocide

b y F e l i x M a r t i n , Labor Editor
The other da\' I was talking with a group of workers
planting trees in the park where I go to walk. One of
them said, "I don't know how I am going to live when I
get laid off from this job. My other job pays only
enough to cover a month's rent." It turned out that
they ail work two jobs, and their wives also have to
work.
I worked at and retired from General Motors. I asked
these young workers what had happened to "a fair day's
work for a fair day's pay," a slogan which once was the
auto workers' holy bible. They said they had never
beard of this before.
As one worker said, "Today one job will not pay rent
and buy food, too.'' He went on to say, ' I am not a
skilled worker. I have to take any job I can find." It
makes me so mad to see how we have been made to
think that it is our fault because we don't have skills.
After the Civil War, capitalists in the U.S. saw t h a t
if they w e r e going into m a s s production they would
have to control these w o r k e r s . The w a y to control
w o r k e r s w a s to replace skilled w o r k e r s with unskilled l a b o r a n d t o d e v e l o p m a n a g e m e n t . After
World War II, out of the assembly line came Automation. This time the capitalists were replacing
workers by machines.
Today capitalism is in crisis and can't go any further
with more and more machines and less and less living
labor. So now they are turning, it around and putting
the blame back on the workers because they are not
skilled. They are saying that this is why U.S. capitalism
can't compete with the other powers.
President Bush won his high-tech war with Iraq by
destroying that country. But what problem did he
solve? He has now declared war on the economy. What
does this mean? It means he wants more productivity.
He wants those workers who are left on the job to
(continued on page 3)

Black World

CLR James:
which

legacy'?
by Lou Turner
"In the course of its process the ldea„.and its action consists in getting rid of the illusion which it has created. Only
out of this error does the truth arise...Error or other-being,
when superseded, is still a necessary dynamic element of
truth..."
—Hegel
One of the "universals of 1948" that the Caribbean
thinker and cultural critic CLR James insisted his 1948
Notes on Dialectics had worked out was Hegel's concluding aphorism to his discussion of Teleology, in the
Smaller Logic, that error is a dynamic of truth. So convinced was James of the universality of this principle
for his preoccupation with what he called the "dialectic
of the party" that, where Hegel held error to be a dynamic of truth, James insisted on making it the dynamic of truth.
The conference held at Wellesley College, in Massachusetts, April 18-21, to discuss the "intellectual legacies" of CLR James was an exercise in this Hegelian
aphorism James found so compelling. Organized principally by Wellesley Black studies chairman Selwyn Cudjoe, the four-day conference covered such subjects as
James and Pan Africanism, the Caribbean, Culture, Politics, Literature, Philosophy, and History. Special tributes to James were given by the Caribbean poet Derek
Walcott, British Labor Party leader Michael Foot, and
(continued on page 9)

On the Inside
From the Writings of Raya Dunayevskaya—
The origin and todayness of the
theory of state-capitalism, on its
50th anniversary
p.4

W o m a n fighter in K u r d i s h rebellion a g a i n s t H u s sein.
by Peter Wermuth
The utter degradation and misery that hundreds of
thousands of Kurds as well as Shntes, Assyrians and
Turcomans are being subjected to in the burgeoning refugee camps and barren hills of Iraq, Turkey and Iran,
starkly reveal the human cost of George Bush's "new
world order." On the one side stands the plight of over
two million refugees who fled their homes in one of the
most massive exoduses in human history; the depth of
their suffering is seen in over 1,000 dying each day from
exposure, starvation and disease. On the other side
stand the world's rulers,,from Bush to Gorbachev, from
the West European rulers to the Middle East's regional
powers, who stood by and watched as this human tragedy unfolded before their eyes. The fact that Bush has
belatedly begun sending some supplies and is using U.S.
troops to build refugee camps in northern Iraq will not
stop humanity from recording his deeds for what they
are: complicity in outright genocide.
The massive flight of Kurds, Assyrians and Turcomans in the north, as well as a smaller exodus of Shiites in the south, was a direct outcome of Saddam Hussein's brutal crushing of the nationwide revolt which
Off the press in June,
University
of Illinois

M o t h e r s of critically ill b a b i e s w e e p i n g after child
died a t clinic in K u r d i s h refugee c a m p .
erupted early in March. Hussein attacked the uprising
with virtually every weapon at his disposal—from helicopters and artillery to tanks and phosphorus bombs.
His troops massacred thousands of Shiites from Basra
to Nasiriyah and Kurds from Kirkuk to Zakho.
Hussein could never have perpetrated these atrocities had he not been given the green light by Bush,
whose troops controlled 20% of Iraq and all the
country's airspace during this bloodletting. It isn't
that Bush "didn't have the nerve t o go on to Bagh-

A voice from Kurdistan, p.8
dad," as our hawkish media and Congress now proclaim. It's that he didn't have to, precisely because in
slaughtering the opposition, Hussein complemented
the goal Bush had set for himself in launching bis
Gulf war: that of killing off t h e actuality and idea of
revolution, beginning with the Middle East. Far from
there b e i n g any c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n B u s h ' s
slaughter of 100,000 Iraqis and his complicity in Hus(continued o n p a g e 8)
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The dialectic of
women's history

Woman as Reason
b y T e r r y Moon

non-existent. She mentions the National Black Feminist
American Feminism: A Contemporary
History, 6y
Organization (NBFO), but only to say it formed and
Ginette Castro (New York University Press, New York,
was concerned with women's triple oppression.
1990), 302 pages.
W h a t would it do t o the idea t h a t androgyny can
In seeking to present "a contemporary history" of
be the unifying "philosophy" for the WLM if Castro
U.S. feminism, the French sociologist Ginette Castro diw e r e to quote t h e statement of a spokeswoman for
vides her book into three parts: I. Consciousness-Raising
the NBFO: "Well, it would b e nice if we were opand the Return to the Past; II. Ideological Currents and
> pressed as women Monday t h r o u g h Thursday, then
Tensions; i n . The New Feminist Movement in Action. I
oppressed as Blacks the rest of the week. We could
relived part of the history of the Women's Liberation
Movement (WLM) in Part I, meeting again many of the
theorists and organizations of the 1960s-70s, including
the 1968 National Convention of the Women's Liberation Movement in Chicago, when I heard Anne Koedt's
paper on "The Myth -of the Vaginal Orgasm," and we
all talked long into the night about was there an opposition between revolution and Women's Liberation.
In Part II, Castro divides the WLM into three categories: Egalitarian Feminism, Radicalism and Feminist
Theory of Androgyny. It is surprising to see androgyny
here because, historically, androgyny theory never made
the same contributions as any of the other categories in
Part II. Her Part III details alternative institutions and
some WLM activities.
To Castro, androgyny is "based on the premise that
both women and men are, above all, human beings, and
which asserts the equality of the sexes in mutual reciprocity, seeing each sex at this stage in our evolution as
the necessary complement of the other" (p.3).
THEORY IMPOSED ON T H E MOVEMENT
What this book reveals is no straightforward history
of the WLM but what happens to women's revolutionary history when viewed through the lens of a theory
that does not flow from that history but is imposed
O v e r 20,000 w o m e n m a r c h i n N e w Y o r k o n W o m upon it: androgyny, which hopes that "we can be spared
e
n ' s S t r i k e D a y , A u g . 26, 1970
the trouble of a revolution" (p. 167). This can be seen
throughout; here I can only touch on a few aspects.
combat one or the other on those days—but we have
Castro reduces the massive multidimensional socialist
to fight both every day of the week." That is w h y the
feminist movement to the anti-feminist Socialist WorkBlack Movement is hardly t a k e n u p . It is living proof
ers Party (SWP): "Spokeswomen for this tendency [fet h a t we cannot j u s t Vblend" all s t r a n d s of t h e WLM
minist socialist radicalism] include minority women and
together into one big h a p p y "panfeminist" party.
members of the Young Socialist Alliance, a spinoff from
In Rosa L u x e m b u r g , W o m e n ' s Liberation, a n d
the old Socialist Workers Party" (p. 67). Here she colMarx's Philosophy of Revolution (see ad, page 1),
lapses the Black feminist movement into "socialist radiRaya Dunayevskaya writes of how Black women's
calism," and there is not one word about the watershed
thought and activity demand that we learn "a new lan1975 Socialist Feminist Conference held at Antioch Colguage—the language of thought—against those who
lege in Ohio, which drew 1,400 when the organizers—
would put any limitations to freedom." What is revealwho were not the SWP—-had planned for 300.
ing is that androgyny theory, which Castro contends is
F u r t h e r , Castro m a k e s this incredible statement:
a "humanist" philosophy, ends up being a limitation to
"Across t h e divide separating the socialist and egalifreedom.
In her conclusion—that the U.S. WLM should
t a r i a n camps, we find the Socialist Workers P a r t y
embrace the National Organization for Women's call for
and Betty Friedan congratulating each other on the
a third party, what she grandly calls, "an autonomous
success achieved in the joint action of the women's
panfeminist federation"—is seen the whole direction of
national strike of 26 August 1970." To set the record
her book. It points to accommodation with this sociestraight, w h a t united Friedan and the SWP was the
ty—accepting this society as the ground a s we build
disgusting opportunism they indulged in b y trying to
"alternative institutions," fight for the ERA, build a
t a k e credit for t h a t massive demonstration t h a t had
women's
party and wait for other liberation movements
nothing to do with t h e m and everything to do with
to magically rally around a bourgeois, white, heterosexthe p o w e r of an Idea whose time h a s come.
ual, androgynous core.
Despite the fact that Castro takes up in great detail
the theories of everyone from Ti-Grace Atkinson to
Mary Daly, missing is the Reason, the thoughts and
ideas of women who refused to separate their fight
against sexism from their fight against capitalism and
racism. The category that Raya Dunayevskaya, the
founder of Marxist-Humanism, saw flowing from the
thought and activity of the new WLM was "The Women's Liberation Movement as Reason and as Revoluby Mary J o Grey
tionary Force." Castro, determined to channel our
movement into narrow androgyny, barely mentions
Feminists among the student youth in Albania have
what has been the hallmark of Women's Liberation
emerged from the shadows and have begun to make
worldwide: our challenge to the Left from a revolutionpublic attacks on the "patriarchal" aspects of Albanian
ary perspective. It was in that break with the Left that
culture.
It is a culture where divorced women are
women deepened the very idea of what revolution and
shunned, and where village women do most of the manfreedom have to mean. It is this concept that characterual labor while men spend their hour.s in the cafes.
ized the worldwide WLM—not androgyny.
*-o
y

WomenWorldwide

BLACK WOMEN AS REASON

Had Castro listened to the voices from below, as Dunayevskaya did. she would have seeri the centrality of
Black women as key to the actual dialectic oi liberation
in the U.S. Yet in her book, Black feminism is almost
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In an International Women's Day event in Washington.
D.C. sponsored by Women Strike tor Peace, the National Organization for Women joined homeless advocate*
to protest: that the Gulf war ever happened; that Americans celebrate military glory while thousands? o: civilians are massacred: and that political leaders able to
find "$500 million-plus a day to kil' and m a i m " still
eiaim to lack money for health, housing and eaucation
—Information from The Woman Activist
More than 8,000 women from numerous provinces in
the Philippines commemorated Internationa! Women's
Day in Manila by denouncing the Aquino government
for its neglect and betrayal of women's interests. With z.
phalanx of police watching, a group presented the national situation and women's crises in a satirical play
depicting the U.S. and Aquino governments as carniva!
clowns. It ended with actors and audience aliKe chanting with raised fists for the rejection of the present government.
—Information from Gabriels News Digest
*
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A young Sri Lankan woman is challenging the burgeoning brides-for-saie business in Japan. After answering a
fraudulent ad promising computer training and a guaranteed job in a Japanese-owned factory, she found herself forced to either marry a Japanese businessman or
pay back travel and lodging expenses—money she did
not have. When later forced out into the streets with
divorce papers that forged her signature, she fought
back on the principle of controlling her own life. She is
•now getting <ai djvprqer-oh her own terms,! </r u i
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Abortion rights defended
LOS Angeles,
Cai—Operation
Rescue IOR), the
infamous anti-a.bortion, anti-women group, attempted to
blockade women's health clinics here* over Easter weekend. As usual, they were outnumbered and outsmarted
by .pro-choice forces who gathered, at dawn in front of
clinics throughout Los Angeles to assure that no woman
was denied medical' service.
Many clinic defenders, among them -young women
and men new to the struggle, were not satisfied with
the organizers' monotonous chants of "Pro-choice, pro-'
choice!".—their-attempt'-not to alienate the owners of
now-privatized corporate clinics.
One focus became the hypocrisy of the anti-abortion
forces' patriotic support of the Gulf war. When one clinic defender^ a young woman, asked how they felt about
bombarded Iraqi babies, an OR bully told her to go
back to the kitchen. We began to chant "Pro-war hypocrites!" which took up steam in the crowd.
OR responded to this b y t a u n t i n g the prominent
and vocal gay and Lesbian protesters, and at t h a t
point t h e entire crowd joined together to t a u n t OR.
When these hypocrites asked us w h o had AIDS,
nearly all of u s raised our h a n d s in solidarity.
The event was spirited and energizing, but I know
that we can't have illusions about the road ahead. The
right-wing forces are still very much on the offensive
against a woman's right to control her own body, even
as they are working to extend even further their militarization of our minds. Our response needs to be very
deep and Very full
—Ginny Adams

Women organize against wa
Chicago,
III.—Women Against War (WAW) continues (see April 1991, N&L). The first sentence of our
April 22 letter to "Sisters, Members, and Friends" read:
"Although President Bush declared the war over, Women Against W a r continues to organize and grow." T h a t :
was the sense one got at the meeting on April 13 with j
over 35 women present.
We proposed to continue fighting against Bush's war
by direct actions on Mother's Day, by starting a newsletter, by creating strong links with the African American community, by supporting the Camp Lejeune Conscientious Objectors, by supporting the Kurdish struggle
by demonstration and material aid (see story page 11),
and by sponsoring the "Caravan of Solidarity: Women
Resist and Respond."
Several of u s in WAW also participated i n . p l a n ning for t h e " C a r a v a n of Solidarity." T h e C a r a v a n
win b e traveling across the U.S. beginning in San
Francisco, April 30, stopping in Los Angeles, Reno,
Denver, K a n s a s , St. Louis, Chicago and ending in
N e w York on May 17. I t s p u r p o s e is t o collect m o n e y
for women and children in Iraq, J o r d a n and the Occupied Territories, collect signatures on a "Statement
of Conscience" and to. create a forum for t h e voices
of w o m e n in the U. S. w h o a r e seldom heard.
In Chicago that means that on May 9 the Caravan
will be going to Cook County Hospital, the Arab Community Center, the Fermi Monument, Operation PUSH,
a rally at the Federal Building in downtown Chicago
and ending with a send-off dinner for the last leg of the
Caravan held at Roda Hatch's Black West Side church.
Hatch is a Black mother who protested Bush's Gulf war
and created an anti-war organization, Citizens Against
Desert Storm. For more information contact Women's
Liberation—News & Letters Committees, 59 E. Van Buren, Room 707, Chicago, IL 60605, phone: (312)663-0839.
—Participants

Take back the night!f"
De Kalb. III.—On March 26, over 200 women and
men from Northern Illinois University (NIU; and the
De Kalb community gathered at the NIU fieldhouse to
"Take Back the Night" The event, organized oy The
Women's Alliance, involved a raliv and a-march as a
"chance to reclaim that part of the 24-hour day that
women are supposed to fear " Their leafier tied women's
concerns at N i t . with tne massacre o: n women murdered by Marc Lepme in Montreal m 1939. the killing
by a Chicago man of his wile ana riaugnr-er antf aiarrrmg statistics of violence against women in the U.S.
The rally included music by women composers,
speakers representing a variety of nationalities and
races, a s well as a self-defense demonstration whicfc
dissolved the myth t h a t women who fight back will
get h u r t more than if t h e y doiv t
One woman tied the Guii and Vietnam wars in with
the; violence of our society. Others spoke oi tne violence .
of omission, of the aanger irniere r: m ignoring the concerns of minorities ana other oppresses group.- as we
struggle ior women s right,-;.
The march began in the center of campus, continued
through the dorm areas and on to Greek Row.. Local: activists from the 1960s don't rememoer there ever -being
other women's marches of this magnitude.
Marchers chanted, "Hey ho, Greek Row, date rape
has! got to go!" as men gathered on then- porches shouting profanities at us. Some men said, "Women should
beibeaten every day." Women onlookers shouted back
at ;the men from their windows, "You're nuts" and
cheered us on. The march ended in a park on campus
where participants built a fire and sang old movement
songs. The march provided an outlet for students and
community members to share in anger as wei! as struggle; for. women's Jives. , ,
, .,, .
, —juija Jones

