NEWS & LETTERS
Theory/Practice

250

JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1992

Vol. 37 - No. 1

Workers
face state^
capitalism

The one-worldedness

Editor's note: The following column is excerpted from a
presentation on a forthcoming collection of writings by
Raya Dunayevskaya on the Marxist-Humanist theory of
state-capitalism. (See ad on page 2.)
b y G e n e Ford
As a Black worker, I think there is a need to show the
objectivity of Raya Dunayevskaya's state-capitalist theory as unseparated from the everyday struggle of working people for a decent wage, health benefits and a roof
overhead, for daily survival. Future employment is not
promised under capitalism beyond slave-labor working
conditions, poverty wages, homelessness and starvation.
With the Department of Labor rate of unemployment
at 7% nationwide and 23,600,000 people on food stamps,
capitalism itself has run out in some ways. We know the
state will take its economic shortcomings out on the
backs of labor, take us back to the whipping post of
slavery. Our slavemasters are reaching for an economic
dictatorship, where "big" businessmen determine the
"laws" of the land, while they separate economics from
the human being.
STRIKE AS WEAPON AGAINST LABOR
That is reflected in how the labor unions' "greatest"
weapon, the strike, has been attacked on all fronts by
judges, lawyers, and state bureaucrats and politicians. If
they haven't made it illegal to strike by enforcing court
injunctions, they have fired striking workers, who
should have a right as the majority within society, who
built society, to determine their own future. The companies and the state, beginning with Reagan, have used
the strike, as with PATCO, as a weapon against labor to
(continued on page 3)

Black World

ANC
at the
crossroads

'Human Power is its own end'—-Marx

$sr

by Lou Turner
We have seen that inside the nationalist parties, the will to
break with colonialism is linked with another quite different will: that of coming to friendly agreement with it. Within these parties, the two processes will sometimes continue
side by side.
-Frantz Fanon
The political situation in South Africa moved into a
new phase at the end of 1991 with the convening of the
Convention for a Democratic South Africa, or Codesa
(Dec. 20-21), while the crisis on the ground remains unchanged. The conference of 19 political parties and
groupings, including the National Party government of
F.W. de Klerk, the ANC and Gatsha Buthelezi's reactionary Inkatha, met to talk about future talks for a
new South Africa constitution.
C R I S I S OF BLACK POWER
Despite ANC president Nelson Mandela's declaration
that the ANC is "not prepared to be coopted into the existing structure of government," that is precisely the
process now underway. The ANC has already entered
into various interim arrangements with the de Klerk
government on different fronts, including Mandela's
public support of the de Klerk regime against the electoral onslaught of the rival far right Conservative Party
in recent by-elections. (See also the November, 1991
News & Letters lead article, "Southern Africa in the
crucible of western-backed barbarism.")
The most alarming cooptation of the ANC was disclosed at the end of 1991 when it was reported that a
conference on regional security is expected to take place
which would include officers of the ANC's Umkhonto
we Sizwe (MK) army, "homeland" military commands,
NATO, the Namibian government and a delegation from
the notorious South African Defense Force!
Not surprisingly, the New York Time's Christopher
Wren eagerly dubbed Codesa the historic beginning of
Black political power in South Africa, claiming that
"Until now, the country's Black majority has been excluded from political decisions" (NYT, Dec. 21, 1991).
While the gullible Wren may have fallen for de Klerk's
latest maneuver to hold on to power, which included his
lashing out at the ANC for not dissolving its inactive
(continued on page 5)

of the crisis

Does the collapse of the USSR
reveal to the U.S. its own future?

Waiting for bread in Moscow
by Olga D o m a n s k i
The ramifications of the USSR's disintegration encircle the entire globe. That the world has reached a phenomenal new historic point with the long overdue collapse of that state-capitalist tyranny that called itself
Communism, there is no question. The question is why
are the U.S. rulers not dancing in the streets (as some
pundits have put it)? Far less is there any kind of dancing by the American people at this moment when the
economic morass in the West is deeper than at any time
since the Depression. The one-worldedness of the crisis
has never been clearer. What seems demanded, then, is
a close examination of the USSR's disintegration for
what it may reveal not only about that pole, but about
ourselves.
COLLAPSE—AND FRAGMENTATION
What has happened since the sudden, swift, final collapse was precipitated by the overwhelming 90% vote of
the long-suppressed Ukrainian people for independence?
It was that vote that convinced Boris Yeltsin—who had
been impelled only last August to save Mikhail Gorba •

chev and the "Soviet" Union, in the interests of his own
"Great Russian chauvinism"—that he now had to go a
different route. It took only a week to declare the USSR
dead, a Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
born, and Russia the "rightful successor" to the nowdead central government, as Yeltsin took over all ministries and institutions of the old regime, including first
and foremost the KGB.
How short-lived the CIS may be was evident from the
continuously escalating fragmentation both between
and within the 12 republics that followed immediately:
• In the Slavic republics, the long and deep rivalry
between Russia and Ukraine took its sharpest form in
the battle over who will control the substantial Baltic
fleet—with Ukraine's President Kravchuk ordering the
entire fleet as well as all ground forces on its soil to take
an oath of loyalty to Ukraine while Yeltsin insisted the
full Navy remain under Russian command as "rightful
successor" to a central government. Other republics announced they might follow Ukraine's example.
• At the same time there was great anger that Yeltsin's insistence on immediate price increases for Russia
was forcing all the other republics to follow suit and
risk an explosive situation. Less than a week after
prices were lifted came the first angry demonstrations
in Russia. By the following week the protests had
spread throughout the republics. In Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan, six university students were killed
and more than 100 wounded in the protests over prices.
• And everywhere, there is seething nationalism and
pent-up resentment against the "second class" status
that had been imposed on them by the rulers of the former USSR—including in the many nationalities within
the Russian republic who are 18% of the population.
(continued on page 10)
Philosophic Dialogue—On the new
edition of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution
pgs. 6,7
From the Writings of Raya
Dunayevskaya
—the Black dimension a n d the dialectics of
liberation
p. 4

Living in the U.S. 1992

Welfare, unemployment, minimum wages
On welfare and angry
Los Angeles, Cal.—I am a mother on welfare with
three children, and one of my children is severely emotionally disturbed. As things stand now, the state of
California is not even in compliance with the law when
it comes to some of the required services and program
policies for emotionally disturbed children.
This is very, very urgent: children are not being
treated appropriately, but then after they reach a
certain age, the laws don't apply. The youth are just
left floundering, and they become the next generation of homeless mentally ill, or recidivist criminals.
Now Governor Wilson is proposing a budget with a
25% cut in welfare benefits—an immediate 10% cut and
then a further 15% cut for "able-bodied recipients." If
those cuts don't go through the legislature, he plans to
put an initiative on the November ballot. His plan is
"divide and conquer": he is pitting the welfare budget
against the budget for schools.
I have a friend with two children. Her monthly grant
is $663 a month plus food stamps. She was recently
looking for an apartment, for no more than
$500/month—and even that would leave her only
$163/month for gas, phone, electric, transportation,
clothes and all non-food items for the family. But no
one would rent a one-bedroom to a mother with two
children and, in Los Angeles, rents are so high that you
just can't get a two-bedroom for $500, even in the worst
neighborhoods.
In fact, when you're on welfare, no one wants to
rent to you at all. They assume you're out to defraud
them; they think that when you get your check each

month you immediately go to the racetrack, the
bars, the drug dealer—every type of vice. But that is
so ridiculous.
With the proposed cuts, the total grant for a woman
with two children would be $500! Wilson's spokeswoman said that the idea behind the cuts is that people will
seek and find work as the benefits go down. But where
are the jobs? Thousands of people are being laid off each
week in this state! With such reduced benefits there is
no money even for bus fare. You become more and more
isolated. You spend each moment struggling to survive.
A lot of women are going to end up homeless, out on
the street with their kids. I guess that will make Wilson
happy: at least they won't be on welfare any more.
—Angry woman of color on welfare

Almost homeless and mad
Chicago, 111.—Recently I moved here and became
part of Chicago's unemployed. Trying to get Public Aid
was just as dehumanizing as trying to find a job and
both are pretty much impossible today. My caseworker
told me right from the start that I'm in a no-win situation because if I qualify for cash assistance ($165/month
for any one who is single), then I'm not allowed to pay
my rent which is $350/month. The reason is if my rent
exceeds the cash I would be eligible for, and if I pay it,
"it is considered income which must be accounted for"
even if I borrow it, in which case I'm not considered
"needy" and the cash assistance would be terminated.
(continued on page 2)
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Welfare means war against women
by Terry Moon
As the recession deepens with no end in sight and
thousands more people are thrown onto the welfare
roles, what is deepening is the brutal, punitive and almost Nazi-like mentality towards people—especially
women—on welfare. Governments want to implement
laws from directly controlling women's fertility to forced
labor. From our right to control our own bodies to the
freedom to walk the streets and to choose with whom
we wish to live, our most basic human rights are under
escalating attack.
While governors, crazed by cash shortages, see welfare moms, their children and those on general assistance as a popular target to make up their shortfalls, inflation alone has made life unbearable for those on
"aid."
In Illinois the purchasing power of the average Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) grant is less
than half of what it was in 1970; and, while the state of
Illinois says that a family of three needs $777 a month
for only the barest necessities, the maximum AFDC
grant is $645, including food stamps. Yet Illinois Governor Jim Edgar now proposes cutting $57 million from
Public Aid.

WELFARE FAMILIES ATTACKED

But lack of funds alone does not explain the controlling attitude and inhuman experimentation being done
on welfare families:
• Norplant, a new contraceptive for women that
is implanted in the upper arm and is effective for
seven years, was immediately seen by many as a
way to control the fertility of poor women. Ku Klux
Klanner David Duke, calling his Nazi idea "tough
love," proposed paying off mothers on welfare if
they use Norplant. Nor is he alone: politicians in
Kansas and California want to use Norplant to control poor women's fertility.
• In New Jersey the Senate just approved cutting off
additional benefits to welfare mothers who dare to have
more children and to eliminate payments to those who
fail to train for non-existent jobs or go to school. Governor Tommy Thompson made an end run around the
Wisconsin legislature to impose his plan of forcing teenage mothers to marry and to penalize them if they have
more children. California's Governor Wilson plans to let
the voters be responsible for the carnage done to those
on welfare by letting them vote on his proposal to cut
AFDC grants. (See "Black/Red View" p. 5.)
• Trying to follow Governor Engler of Michigan who
brutally cut off all General Assistance aid, Illinois Governor Edgar only pays nine months of General Assistance benefits and will cut that to six months in July,
assuring a huge leap in homelessness, despair and
death.
Clearly those who run this country are out of control as they take advantage of the U.S.'s blighted
economy to implement their twisted notions of how
poor people should act, of what they should be.
What Engler has done in Michigan, what Wilson and
Edgar want to do in California and Illinois will
mean people will die. Oh, their bodies may not pile
up in the streets, but they will die nevertheless. Edgar doesn't care. After all, he made a campaign
promise not to raise taxes. If poor people become

Close bogus clinics!

homeless, children suffer malnutrition and some
people die so he can be re-elected—so be it.
What is terrifying is that this really is still only the
tip of the iceberg. Wyoming's legislature actually made a
proposal to pay a woman's childbirth expenses if she
would put her baby up for adoption; this is the country
that jails pregnant women addicted to drugs while it denies them places in drug rehabilitation centers; this is
the country that wants to penalize poor women if they
have children but has just denied them the right to
learn that abortion is—for now—a legal option.
BUSH BLAMES T H E POOR—AGAIN!
Precisely because the economic reality spells out depression, unemployment and poverty, Bush's ideological
offensive goes into high gear. Bush wants us to think
that it is not this inhuman capitalist system that grows
more decrepit by the minute, that throws thousands out
of work—and literally into the streets—that is at fault.
No, we are to blame those on welfare—mostly women
and children and the disabled. We are to view them as
less than human, as lazy, as promiscuous, as women
who express their greed by having children, who cheat
and lie and would do anything to keep from taking one
of those great living wage jobs that are just out there
waiting for them.
What all of them discount—don't even see—is that
these human beings, who politicians from California to
New Jersey want to manipulate and experiment on, not
only speak elegantly for themselves, but have a passion,
anger and Reason to rip this rotten society up by its
roots. One such woman tells her story on page one. She
signed her article: "Angry woman of color on welfare."

WomenWorldwide
by Mary J o Grey

On Jan. 22, the anniversary of the Supreme Court
decision legalizing women's right to abortion, Roe
vs. Wade, over 450 women and men held a high spirited march through downtown Chicago, 111. Despite
a cold pouring rain and fears that Roe vs. Wade may
be overturned by the reactionary Supreme Court,
the spirit that pervaded the demonstration was: we
can make a difference and "We will not go back!"
* * *
More than 100 Korean "comfort girls" (many in their
70s) and their survivors demonstrated, Jan. 14, against
Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa's visit to
Seoul. After 50 years, the Japanese government has finally admitted that its army forced tens of thousands of
Korean women into brothels during World War II. Now,
if Japan would only do something to stop their ongoing
sex tours to Korea.
* * *
The problems Polish women confront were heightened
when Poland's Congress of Physicians voted in December to strip medical licenses from doctors who perform
abortions, except to save a woman's life or in cases of
pregnancy from rape. They also pledged to lobby to end
the country's 35-year-old law legalizing abortion.

The Marxist-Humanist Theory
of State-Capitalism —
Selected Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya
a major new collection—off the press in March 1992
This new collection of Raya Dunayevskaya's writings spans over 40 years—from the early 1940s to
the 1980s. i t contains 16 documents culled from
those years—many never published before. Because
of the importance of grasping the meaning of the
collapse of what called itself Communism in Russia
and East Europe, we have issued this collection of
writings on the 50th anniversary of Raya
Dunayevskaya's unique theory of state-capitalism.
* * *
"The hardest thing for an intellectual to see [is]
that..not a single step ahead can be taken out of
the chaos and the Plan, the privacy of monopoly
and the community of state power, economic crises and world wars—not a single step out of
these calamities can be taken until that one
thing, the mode of labor, is changed... An absolutely new form of labor would have to arise."
—From "Presentation on Form and Plan" (1950)
"Because state-capitalism is not just a Russian
but a world phenomenon, it gave capitalism a new
lease on life. While the first appearance of statecapitalism was via counter-revolution, transforming the workers' state into a state-capitalist society,
the objective pull from world production and the
world market imposed itself on the new national
revolutions in the post-World War II era, as they
remained in a statist framework. That absolute contradiction remains to plague us."
—From "Not by Practice Alone:
The Movement from Theory" (1984)

Includes:
* Selections from t h e original 1941-43
study of Russia as a state-capitalist
society
* Studies on t h e relationship
Marx's Capital to Hegel's Logic

of

* Analysis of state-capitalism in Chin a and t h e Third World
* Writings on t h e global economic
crisis in t h e 1970s a n d 1980s
Watch for special pre-publication offer
in March N&L or write to News &
Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, Chicago, IL
60605 or call 312/663-0839

Los Angeles,
Cal— On Saturday, Jan. 11, prochoice activists from a variety of organizations including
the National Organization for Women (NOW) and
WHAM! (Women's Health Action and Mobilization) began a campaign aimed at educating the public about
right-wing anti-abortion bogus "clinics" in our communities. These "clinics" parade as "pregnancy counseling
centers," but give women nothing but a pregnancy test
from an over the counter kit and an anti-abortion brainwashing session.
I participated in a lively protest at a bogus clinic
in San Bernardino. Thirty women and men, carrying
signs saying "Fraud Busters" and "Stop Telling
Lies," loudly called attention to the false advertising
and non-medical status of this operation. The perpetrators of this psychic violence could not directly
deny our charges and had to admit to the press that
they are affiliated only with the "Right-to-Life
League" and not with any medical associations.
Other feminists are working on changing the Yellow
Page listings and advertising guidelines in various communities. While I do have some trouble with the strategic adoption of a narrow focus on "consumer advocacy"
and "truth in advertising," I still feel that this represents a proactive change in the tenor of the the reproductive rights movement in Southern California.
—Jennifer

I
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(continued from page 1)
To qualify for this one-time cash assistance I was
required to apply for unemployment compensation
even though I knew I was not qualified since I left
my job "voluntarily." I had to waste my time in a
long line for four hours just to be rejected, but I
didn't "know" that I was rejected for a month. Once
the Public Aid office found that out, it took them
more than ten days to issue me the measly check.
By this time I had gotten a temporary job and made
more than $165 so I was not allowed to get the money.
The whole thing was a total waste of time and just a
way for the government to abuse and dehumanize me.
Five days after I was rejected I got a memo from Public
Aid saying, "You are a mandatory Project Chance registrant. You must attend orientation and job search appointments to remain eligible...Failure to attend without good cause may result in reduction or cancellation
of your assistance... An assessment to determine what
program activity you can benefit from will be made."
Who says there is no government-enforced labor or
ideological indoctrination under Western-style capitalism!
—Young, female and fed-up

Austin, Texas

Linen workers protest
Editor's note: Since September 1991, National Linen Service workers in Austin, Texas, most of whom are Chicanas,
have been coming out of the plant on their half-hour lunch
time, marching and chanting, "We want justice!" They are
protesting the company's plan to either fire them or force
them to relocate to another plant, losing all their seniority
and starting at minimum wage. With their self-organization they have gathered widespread community support.
Below we print excerpts of an interview with several of the
women workers.
M: We're out here picketing because we want to keep
our same positions and money at the new plant. They
wanted to take .us at minimum wage and now the workers voted in the union at the new plant. They haven't
told us; whether they are going to take us or not. As far
as we know, we'll be out of a job.
I don't think what they are doing is fair. There are
people who have been working here 15, 20 years. I've
only been here five or six years but I'm a single parent.
L: I'm saddened by this situation because I have to
help my husband with the bills. I'm sure there's a lot of
single parents working here.
It biurts us. We have feelings and we're feeling
from our hearts. They told us that it was us that
made the money for them so they could buy the other plant and now they tell us that's not true. That's
hurting us because we work hard. Every day, Monday through Friday, we're here from 8:00 to 4:30 doing our jobs and doing the best we can.
R: In the early part of the year we had a meeting and
Mr. Reinhart and Mr. Golden said we were going over to
the new plant. In September they posted a letter on the
board, without telling us, that said all of us were going
to be terminated. The letter said they hoped it wouldn't
affect our families. Which it is. How are we going to
support the kids, with Christmas and people trying to
buy houses and everything?
Wolrking conditions could improve a lot. They are
putting a lot on the head seamstress, tripling the
work they do in the back. The company is angry because we got people to help us, like the county commissioner, Governor Ann Richards and the water
commissioner—everybody's helping.
We've come out every day, in the rain, even when it's
cold. Sometimes the manager gets mad and he asks,
when is this all going to stop. It's not going to stop until
they! tell us they are going to take us all—with all our
benefits—and* not start at minimum wage. We'll be out
hsrj«jvew daji until we get what we need.
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GM Xmas bonus: plant closings, lay-offs
Los
Angeles,
Cai.—"Generous Motors" announced on Dec. 18 it will close 21 plants for good and
eliminate 74,000 jobs by 1995. The number of mental
and manual workers will be cut in half compared with
those who were working in 1985.
This cutback does not include jobs at the top, or cuts
in their fat salaries. What got me was these top bloodsuckers did not name the plants they will close. They
held this final decision until February. This was their
Christmas bonus for the thousands of families. These
thieves know what they are doing: pitting worker
against worker, community against community and the
U.S. against Canada.
—GM r e t i r e e

Oklahoma City,

Okla.—Since

Labor Day, GM had scheduled two Saturdays of overtime per month and almost nine hours production per shift.
Then came t h e bombshells from GM,
and they went from all this overtime to
cancelling overtime for December and
reopening the plant a week late after
the holidays.
We h a v e e v e n h e a r d t a l k a b o u t
brand new plants, including the
P o l e t o w n Cadillac p l a n t in Detroit, a s
possibilities for closing. M a n y worke r s c a m e d o w n h e r e from Leeds in
Missouri a n d b o u g h t h o u s e s . Now eve r y t h i n g is u p i n t h e air. So m a n y
o t h e r s came h e r e after o t h e r p l a n t
closings. One guy h a s w o r k e d i n six
p l a n t s in four different s t a t e s a n d
h a r d l y h a s t e n y e a r s seniority.

I

Even if this plant stays open, there will be more cuts.
Out of 600 total in the body shop, 100 workers on days
and 100 on nights would be out.
Since 1972, when the UAW refused to support wildcats and even broke up picket lines, there is something
missing from every new contract. Since the last contract
you have to come u p with more than "personal business" to take off for personal business. The company
then can threaten with putting you on report, suspension and firing for time off. The union's idea of job security is ' 'producing a quality product.''
We might lose up to 100 white shirts in the plant.
They get more agreements with t h e union to tighten u p
on workers, they don't need some of the company supervisors.
—GM w o r k e r

NtelB^tth «iuraittTOnm=H^

What is a casual?

New York, N.Y.-What
is the lot of a casual in
unionized freight trucking? To be used up and discarded
at will. To be a member of t h e union, pay $500 for your
book or you can't work, pay monthly dues, b u t have no
protection.
"Many are called b u t few are chosen," as the Bible
says. I have seen so many drivers and dockmen pass
through here. Very, very few ever make the "seniority
list" (permanent employee). They work a few days here
and there, or months steady, a year, then you don't see
them. "That guy? He complained too much." The other? He was in t h e opposition in the local union; the
union told the dispatcher not to use him.
Casuals w o r k h a r d , d o t h e i r best. T h e y b a c k traile r s into n a r r o w docks o n n a r r o w side s t r e e t s w i t h
c a r s double-parked all over. How y o u get t h e freight
off is y o u r p r o b l e m . T h e c o m p a n y d o e s n ' t supply
you w i t h a pallet jack, h a n d t r u c k , dolly o r l e a d b a r .
What they call a n a c c i d e n t i s a n y s c r a t c h , dent, o r
t r o u b l e of a n y k i n d . A c h a r g e a b l e a c c i d e n t is c a u s e
for i m m e d i a t e dismissal.
I saw this guy, his company shut down and he had to
start all over again—at 85% pay. There are a lot like
him out there, and any one of us might be there again,
with the climate in unionized trucking. So he busted his
backside for six or eight months, trying to make the list.
He finally got on, so he's on his 30-day probation (yes,
after eight months or however long as a casual, you
start your probation and your 18 months to get to full
pay). Well, he got fired. Backing up, a guy guiding him
didn't watch the top of his trailer, he cracked a board in
his back door. That's all—$20 worth of damage to his
own trailer. Chargeable accident, you're out. Eight
months down the drain.
Every d a y y o u w o r k a s a c a s u a l is y o u r first day.
And could b e y o u r last. I've seen guys work through
their lunch hour and breaks—for free. The union says
they cannot be made to do that. But t h e dispatcher
doesn't need to give you work tomorrow either, and if
he asks you to do him a favor, get that hot pickup before they close...well, what would you do? Maybe tomorrow you'll have a small accident; maybe they'll do you a
favor and overlook it if you bust your b u t t today...maybe. Nothing is sure.
This is what "casual abuse" means. This is one of the
things Ron Carey said he would address. Now that he's
the Teamsters .union head, can we start to do something
about this abuse?
—John Marcotte

Electronic surveillance
New
York, N.Y.— About 40% of New York-area
companies use electronic surveillance techniques to spy
on their workers in order to increase productivity, according to a 1990 study. If this rate of spying exists
elsewhere in the U.S., far more workers are subjected to
it than the six million estimated by Congress in the
mid-1980s.
In addition to electronic surveillance being "degrading," "demoralizing" and "hard on t h e nerves," as
workers' complaints gathered by the 9 to 5 National Association of Working Women show, it also produces
physical ailments, like headaches, back pain, exhaustion,
soreness in wrists and shoulders and extreme anxiety.
Such attempts to increase productivity are, however,
only a temporary way station in many industries, where
human telephone agents are already being replaced by
"automated attendants" that the caller activates by
pushing buttons on the phone. F o r t u n e magazine calls
this " t h e hottest trend in telecommunications."
, J . i » i . . 1 v ; 3 j i«, , u^Ai Ataielewicx r
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Arco:'PIC pitched
Carson
Cai.—Members of the ARCO unit of Oil,
Chemical and Atomic Workers Local 1-128 scored a victory in December against management and the Local
bureaucracy. Back in October we voted to get out of the
company's Partners in Change (PIC) committee (a
"team concept"). Our International Reps and the Local
President ruled our vote out of order, (see November
1991 News & Letters).
By November they had agreed that if we had a daylong secret ballot like that used for elections and contract votes it would be a legal vote.
A w e e k before t h e vote, P I C finally did s o m e t h i n g
publicly—they a d m i n i s t e r e d a survey of w o r k e r s ' att i t u d e s t o w a r d s t h e company. They w e r e s u r p r i s e d
w h e n t h e y found t h a t m a n y , as m a n y as 15-20%, refused to e v e n a c c e p t a copy of t h e survey. F r o m
w h a t o t h e r w o r k e r s w h o filled it o u t said t h e y w r o t e
d o w n I d o u b t we'll ever h e a r t h e results.
Some of the union members in PIC (including the Local President) put out a flyer saying the opponents of
PIC were "liars" and just upset they didn't get a spot
on the committee. To tell u s what PIC had accomplished they wrote that it took "six months just to trust
each other as individuals." Six months. That's all? As
one worker said, "I've been here 22 years and I
wouldn't trust management in 60 years." Even foremen
were going around trying to influence a union vote.
T h e d a y of t h e vote, discussion i n t h e p l a n t t u r n e d
to t h e a u t o w o r k e r s ' experience. T h e fact t h a t "team
concept" a n d "quality circles" effectively b u s t e d t h e
u n i o n while leaving it intact affected people a lot.
They d i d n ' t w a n t t h a t , so on Dec. 6 it w a s 61% to get
out of PIC.
Our victory, as important as it is, is only a start. We
still have to fight for wage parity with other local refineries (as much as $3 more an hour). Any grievance of
substance has to go to arbitration. J u s t this past month
traces of arsenic and lead were found in the drinking
water system. And the bosses are constantly attacking
our working conditions—as one worker put it, "If this
place ever closes down, management won't have any
trouble finding jobs. They need lots of wardens for the
jails."
—Member, OCAW Local 1-128
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Pension funds stolen
Los Angeles,
Cal.—l am worried about the
workers' pension funds. It was in the Los Angeles
Times recently how Robert Maxwell stole half a billion
dollars of his workers' pension funds. Of course our Republican Governor Pete Wilson made Maxwell look like
a piker. Wilson took or stole $1.9 billion from the pension funds of the state employees to try to balance the
California state budget. The money Wilson stole belongs
to the employees. It came from their earnings, just like
the General Motors workers' pension. I have been told
our GM pension fund is safe. The steelworkers and millions of other workers thought their pension funds were
safe. They are in the hands of capitalist thieves. Nothing is safe from t h e m .
Lynn Martin, Secretary of Labor, recently announced
that " a number of large [pension fund] plans, steel,
auto and airline industries are underfunded," and that
during the year 1990 "employers terminated 11,800
pension plans." During the 1980s of Reagan and Bush
more than $22 billion of workers' pension funds were
stolen by the capitalists. When investments were yielding high returns, these damned rascals would declare
that the pension plan is "overfunded" and take the
workers' money out, and use the money to buy out their
competitors or invest overseas. This is legal!
T h e y steal w o r k e r s ' p r o d u c t i o n t h r o u g h t h e system of capitalist p r o d u c t i o n , so I guess t h e y t h i n k
stealing p e n s i o n funds is legal also. L a r g e pension
funds also a t t r a c t o t h e r greedy r o g u e s w h o swoop
d o w n a n d b u y t h e c o m p a n y o r corporation, t h e n
d r a i n t h e p e n s i o n fund for themselves, b y s h u t t i n g
t h e firm d o w n a n d r e o p e n i n g it l a t e r w i t h o u t a pension plan. This stealing is legal also! A n o t h e r w a y
for t h e capitalist to steal is to declare t h a t t h e p l a n
n o w only covers full-time p e r m a n e n t w o r k e r s , a n d
from t h e n on all w o r k e r s b u t h i s son-in-law a r e partt i m e w o r k e r s . More t h a n 40 million w o r k e r s in t h i s
c o u n t r y a r e n o w p a r t - t i m e . They can't b e s u r e of a
full week's w o r k a n d n e v e r a r e t i r e m e n t fund.
Karl Marx was right on target when he saw that even
making workers work 24 hours a day and live on air
couldn't keep capitalism developing and growing. Marx
also predicted that the failure to reproduce labor means
the death of their whole system. It's high time to come
up with a system t h a t can produce necessities for people
instead of needs for an industrial-military complex and
an army of bureaucratic parasites who live off our sweat
and misery.
—Felix M a r t i n
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( c o n t i n u e d from p a g e 1)
break organized labor. In a sense they have attempted
to t u r n the strike into its opposite.
How can the state and the companies, working hand
in hand, just void the basic rights of a human being to a
decent wage, health care and a livelihood? They have
robbed us of that which is most valuable, the heart of
all wealth, human labor. Bourgeois democracy, we can
see, has its limits and is not enough.
The strike, to me, represents the worker's democratic
right to withhold his/her labor by peaceful or
nonpeaceful means to determine his/her future. The
heart of the strike lies in the need—no, the demand—of
labor to control production and take over the factories,
which, of course, the state will never allow lawfully or
peacefully.
As a weapon of labor, the strike cannot be seen as a
stagnant tactic, void of philosophy. That void has left
the labor unions bureaucratic, defenseless pawns in the
companies' hands, and made workers the victims of the
labor union attitude of compromise with the companies.
The unique theory of state-capitalism projected by
Raya Dunayevskaya did not stand still—a constant development took place over 50 years—it grew out of her
economic analysis of Russia in the 1940s. The most indicting voice against state-capitalism calling itself Communism was the laborer, but who was listening? Who
could hear his/her voice without philosophy?
What distinguishes Raya Dunayevskaya's theory of
state-capitalism from all others is its roots in the Marxism of Marx, Marx's "new humanism," the only alternative to this state-capitalist age we live in. Her concept
of Marxist economics is unseparated from its philosophic root. Philosophy illuminates economic reality and
goes unseparated from Raya Dunayevskaya's characterization of the 1974-75 recession as "no more economic
booms" here in the U.S. and worldwide.
Central to Dunayevskaya's theory of state-capitalism
is the concept of the human subject, the laborer, and
Marx's vision of a society of freely associated labor. Her
analysis of state-capitalism must go unseparated from
"Human power is its own end," a true movement of self
that calls for a New Humanism. That's why
Dunayevskaya's Absolute Method, reflected in her statecapitalist theory of the 1980s, goes unseparated from
the Absolute for our age, Marxist-Humanism.
Oddly enough, what attracted me to Marxist-Humanism in 1978-79 were those abstract philosophical concepts of "being," "other," "self," "movement of self."
Hegel and Fanon led me on a path to Marx and Raya
Dunayevskaya, because it was a new language and I
wanted to understand it and help to develop it. We must
continue to feel excitement about working out these
ideas of freedom. That need goes unseparated from our
work on the labor movement, women's struggles, the
Black dimension as an ongoing movement or youth as
the continuator of historic reason...the future.

