NEWS & LETTERS
Theory/Practice
V o l . 3 7 - No. 10

250

Bush defeat shows depth of
social crisis in the U.S.

b y B. A n n Lastelle
General Motors Corporation (GM) on Dec. 3, announced nine plant closings resulting in a loss of 18,000
jobs. This move continued a corporate restructuring
plan announced a year ago in which GM pledged to close
21 plants and eliminate 74,000 jobs by 1995.
The publicity surrounding GM's recent downsizing
has obscured the fact that the corporation already had
closed 27 plants since 1980 and reduced its blue collar
work force from 500,000 in 1985 to 304,000. Today
43,600 GM workers are laid off, the fund for supplemental jobless benefits is low and GM is negotiating an
early retirement agreement with the United Auto Workers union (UAW).

LOCAL UNIONS REACT
Some local unions had been forced to react to GM's
consolidation long before the 1991 restructuring plan.
The Arlington, Texas UAW local, threatened with the
plant closing in 1986, agreed then to reduce the number
of job categories from 50 to 4, acceding to the company's demand for more "flexibility" from the work force.
After the 1991 plant closing announcement, the same
local union agreed to a new work schedule moving toward "around-the-clock" operation. The Arlington plant
will receive work and workers—fewer than 400 of the
4,000 to be laid off—from the closing Michigan Willow
Run plant, whose local union refused to consider concessions.
Two strikes—at the Lordstown, Ohio metal-fabricating plant and the Lansing, Mich, assembly
plant—broke out last September against GM's downsizing. Lordstown workers protested plans to close a 240(continued on page 3)

Whither
Castro's
Cuba?
by L o u T u r n e r
Because Castro's Cuba is so much a creation of the
Cold War, with the apparent "collapse of Communism,"
the question arises: whither the Cuban revolution today?
Havana, today, is a city of 2 million where virtually
everything is rationed, where the black market thrives,
where Castro has even called for cats and dogs to be
rounded up and destroyed because there is no food to
feed them. Prostitution abounds, and a religious revival
is underway (even among members of the Communist
Party). Public health and education remain the great accomplishments of the revolution, even as the standards
of life and labor plummet. The island's imports have
fallen by 70%, and sugar and nickel industries have
been hit by falling prices and lack of investment.

CUBA'S SOCIAL CRISIS
The oil shock is particularly telling. Where formerly
oil was supplied by Russia, for sugar, the collapse of the
Soviet Union has drastically cut the supply, with the result that this year's sugar crop had to be extended two
months because more human labor had to be used in
place of machinery that stood idle due to lack of fuel.
Nearly 40% of Cuban industries face closings. However,
oil exploration is underway with prospects for off-shore
drilling.
Meanwhile, new investment contracts are being negotiated, especially with Spanish capitalists, which outlaw
labor strikes, provide tax exemptions on profits, and
(continued on page 8)
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What is good
forGM
hurts us
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b y J o h n Alan
The first month since
the people swept George
Bush out of the White
House has revealed anew
the great dualities confronting us. On the one
hand, are all the new openings we are seeing in the
efforts to uproot this degenerate society. They are
seen in new forms in the
battles against the racism
and sexism that pervade
the land—whether that be
the rapid increase in new
Women's Liberation activities, from WAC (Women's
Action Coalition) to welfare
rights groups, or whether
it be the intensity with
which Black youth, espeA community memorial on the site where Malice Green was beaten to
cially, are now discussing
death by Detroit police, Nov. 5. See story, p. 8.
Malcolm X.
On the other hand, are all the crises growing deeper
liberationists as well. Bush soon discovered how disasevery day. Thus, all the efforts to pretend we are on the
trous this was for him when the U.S. electorate repudiway out of the deepest Recession since the Great Deated that religious right.
pression has hardly made a dent in the millions unemWhat Clinton seized the opportunity to exploit was
ployed, while GM has announced plans to lay off anoththe wide-spread desire for change in this country, for
er 20,000. At the same time, despite all of Bill Clinton's
ending the Reagan/Bush policy of polarizing the country
declared resolve to focus "like a laser" on the deep ecoalong class, race and sex lines.
nomic crisis at home, there are at least half a dozen criTHE FORCES FOR CHANGE
sis spots around the world ready to explode, from BosTake the women, who were the most conspicuous in
nia to Russia to the Middle East to Somalia—where
their drive to pull Bush from his supposedly "unbeattroops are already on their way. (See article below.)
able" pedestal. The gruelling interrogation of Anita Hill
But it is at home where the deep dualities are the
by the Senate's all white, all male judiciary committee
sharpest. That is what was exposed by the Los Angeles
so angered women that when a little-known African
rebellion last Spring, which both sparked the underminAmerican woman, Carol Moseley Braun, decided to run
ing of George Bush in the election and remains the confor the Senate she won the primary by a large plurality.
text for this post-election period. In revealing how deep
She is now one of four new women—all avowed femiis the alienation in the realities of race and class in this
nists—who will take Senate seats and becomes the first
country, it brought a sharp turn in the election camBlack woman ever elected to that body.
paign, when Bush lost the control of his party to the
Or take the way the Gay community has forced the
right-wing religious fundamentalist, Pat Buchanan, who
declared the Black and Latino masses "the barbarians"
issue of Gays and Lesbians in the military onto the
and called for a holy war against Gays and women's
(continued on page 10)

Our Life and Times

Dangers of U.S. intervention in Somalia
b y Kevin A. B a r r y
As we go to press, George Bush's decision to deploy at
least 28,000 troops in Somalia, backed.by the UN Security Council, is already underway. While none can deny
the crucial need to avert death by starvation for two
million people, one third of the country's population, so
suspect are Bush's motives that widespread debate
arose at once over everything from those motives to the
consequences of a potential quagmire that would do
nothing to alleviate Somali's suffering.
There is good reason that this new U.S. invasion "for
humanitarian reasons" cannot be trusted. This veritable holocaust in Somalia, with thousands of victims, has
gone on for over a year as the UN and other international bodies have dithered and dickered, and as countries such as the U.S. have made and then broken again
and again their promises to deliver massive aid. The result was that the promised food was never delivered.
It was often claimed that it was too dangerous to
deliver food, and it was true that relief workers
were sometimes intimidated or even shot at by various warring factions. Yet, in all these months, only
one Western relief worker has been killed, a Red
Cross worker shot in December 1991, Even in Bosnia, where dozens of UN soldiers and relief workers
have been killed, and supply lines are often attacked, even there, at least a substantial amount of
food relief has gone in.
It was also claimed that the food was too often stolen
and got into the wrong hands. True, much of the food
aid has been stolen and then hoarded or sold by warlords and armed gangs, but it is equally true that the
country's entire economy has collapsed. Most of the four
million people who are not in immediate danger of starvation have no income. Herds belonging to pastoral
groups have been confiscated or killed by warlords or
have starved to death too. Farmers are afraid to plant,
or cannot find seed, or cannot find food in the areas
where they would be able to plant.

A two-year-old drought has added to the dislocations
of war and of the destructive legacy of the Siad Barre
regime, which itself collapsed nearly two years ago. But
would not plentiful food have alleviated some of these
problems, even if much of it was stolen and sold by warlords, whose own troops are often malnourished themselves?
Now U.S. troops are going in to protect food supplies from warlords armed with weapons supplied
to the Barre regime by that same U.S. government,
originally in the name of fighting Communism.
Many weapons were also supplied by Russia, in the
days when Barre allied himself with Moscow. A result of this use of Somalia as a superpower pawn is
that even in better times it has remained one of the
world's poorest countries, although one of the best
armed.
What will the U.S. leave behind after this latest intervention? While mass starvation may be abated, we can
be pretty sure, based on previous examples of superpower intervention, that the U.S. will leave the country
poor, technologically underdeveloped and economically
dependent on the U.S. and other wealthier capitalist
lands.
This has been Somalia's "place" within the world economic system ever since Britain and Italy colonized the
country, a condition which continued after independence in a different form under oppressive native rulers
such as Siad Barre. This twin stranglehold of, on the
one hand, world capitalism, and on the other, oppressive
native rulers, is likely to continue long after food aid
has been delivered.
All of these questions will surely enter into the debate
now that the U.S. invasion has begun. In these first few
days, we have been witness to the way the military has
made its presence felt as an invading force and spelled
out "humanitarianism" as "law and order" at the point
of a gun.
("Our Life and Times" continues on page 12.)
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| Woman as Reason |
by Terry Moon
My mother, my friend's mother and her sister all
have breast cancer. In 1950 one woman in 20 got breast
cancer; today it is one in nine and increasing 4% each
year. It was breast cancer that attacked Audre Lorde
and finally won the 14 year battle it waged against her.
Her powerful voice rang with determination to transform this world, to end racism, sexism and homophobia.
Lorde knew this beast was political: "What would happen if an army of one-breasted women descended upon
Congress and demanded that the use of carcinogenic,
fat-stored hormones in beef-feed be outlawed?"
B r e a s t c a n c e r is a n epidemic. How m a n y of u s feel
t h a t it isn't a question of will we get this disease,
b u t simply a q u e s t i o n of when? B u t m o r e a n d m o r e
w o m e n a r e asking, why? And t h a t is t h e i m p o r t a n t
question.
President Bush wants us to believe that cancer is just
a matter of our bad lifestyle. Women are made to feel
guilty if we can't cut our consumption of fat down to 20
to 35% of total calories consumed—something extremely
difficult to do in this society.
CAPITALISM = POLLUTION = CANCER
But not only is there no hard science proving that
eating fat causes breast cancer, the National Institute of
Health (NIH) under the Reagan/Bush administrations
sabotaged a proposed comprehensive study of breast
cancer and diet, stalling it for over t e n years. Only after
a huge public outcry over the NIH's criminal
underfunding of all studies relating to women's health,
will that study finally begin.
T h e t r u t h is t h a t t h o s e w h o control funding for res e a r c h don't w a n t t o find t h e cause. T h a t is b e c a u s e
they sense t h a t t h e cause of b r e a s t cancer, a n d
m a n y o t h e r cancers, is n o t o u r lifestyles, b u t society
w i t h its capitalist p r o d u c t i o n for t h e s a k e of p r o d u c tion, a n d sexism, t h e d e h u m a n i z a t i o n of women.
That it is capitalism that is killing us—uncontrolled
production—can be seen in the fact that women in U.S.
counties with waste sites are 6.5 times more likely to
have elevated breast cancer rates and that women working in plants who experience high chemical exposure
have high rates of breast cancer. 2
It isn't fat that is killing us, it's the fouling of the
food we eat, the air we breathe and the water we drink.
Fifty to 60% higher concentrations of PCBs were found
in the breast tissue of women with breast cancer compared to a group of women who did not have cancer.
This study's co-author, Dr. Frank Falck, Jr., concluded,
"perhaps it wasn't fat t h a t was the culprit [in breast
cancer] but what was in the fat."
Why is almost all b r e a s t c a n c e r r e s e a r c h m o n e y
funneled i n t o detection r a t h e r t h a n p r e v e n t i o n ?
Look w h o is r u n n i n g c a n c e r p a n e l s a n d advisory
b o a r d s . O n e example will suffice: a t Memorial SloanK e t t e r i n g C a n c e r Center, t h e world's largest p r i v a t e
c a n c e r center, "32.7% of its b o a r d of overseers w e r e
t i e d t o t h e oil, chemical a n d automobile i n d u s t r i e s ;
34% w e r e professional investors... B o a r d m e m b e r s
i n c l u d e d t o p officials of d r u g c o m p a n i e s [who m a k e

Montreal Massacre, 1989
Three years ago, on Dec. 6, 14 women were murdered at the University of Montreal in Canada by a
man, Marc Lepine, who separated the women from
the men in their engineering classroom, yelled at
the women, "You're all a bunch of feminists" and
opened fire.
We commemorate this anniversary, not only because we refuse to forget our 14 Canadian sisters
who died because they dared to study to be engineers; but also because their deaths can only mean
our deepening determination to transform this oppressive reality.
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Women's Liberation and the
Dialectics of Revolution:
Reaching for the Future
by Raya Dunayevskaya
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Breast cancer, capitalism and sexism
n o money if c a n c e r is prevented]... a s well a s l e a d e r s
of t h e $55 billion c i g a r e t t e industry." 2
Early detection as a "cure" is a lie. The horrible reality is that despite all the hoopla about early detection
and the war on cancer, survival rates for breast, lung
and colo-rectal cancer have remained almost unchanged.
DEADLY SEXISM
Sexism too is killing us. The anti-abortion fanatics'
view of women as "walking wombs" is mirrored by researchers who study the health of breast-fed babies
whose mothers' milk contained known carcinogens but
acted "as if the women, whose breasts contain these
carcinogens, do not exist. We witness the paradox of
women being made invisible, even while their toxic
breasts are put under the microscope." 3
If women were viewed as human beings, would the
NIH for decades only allocate 14% of its resources to
diseases specific to women; would it have allowed study
after study to be done only on men?
What is n e w is t h a t women—many of w h o m h a v e
b r e a s t c a n c e r themselves—have s t a r t e d a m o v e m e n t

In Memoriam: Audre Lorde

Photo by JEB from off our backs

A u d r e L o r d e , 1934-1992
Audre Lorde's 14-year battle with cancer ended on
Nov. 17 but her lifelong battle against racism, sexism
and homophobia will continue through the 17 volumes
of poetry, essays and autobiography she has left as her
legacy to a world struggling for freedom.
Her powerful writings covered four decades and won
her honorary degrees and countless awards. Students
founded t h e Audre Lorde Poetry Center at Hunter College, where she taught poetry through the 1980s and
was awarded a n honorary doctorate in 1991 for her
"searing and unforgettable literature" that articulated
"the dreams and concerns of disenfranchised peoples
the world over." The Women's Liberation Movement
claimed her as one of their own and held conferences to
honor her and to hear her speak.
What Adrienne Rich called "the catalytic passion of
her language" is what will assure t h a t Audre Lorde's
voice will continue to energize all our battles. In a lecture on "Literature and Revolution" presented for International Women's Year, Raya Dunayevskaya also
spoke of the power of language. It is the "language of
thought, Black thought,"" she insisted, that the world
must learn as a "new language, the language of freedom." I t was Audre Lorde she singled out as one of the
greatest of the poets we had to learn to hear, reading
the following stanza from her much longer poem,
"Black Studies:"
A chill wind sweeps the- high places./ On the ground I
watch bearers of wood/ carved in the image of old and mistaken gods/ labor in search of weapons against the blind
dancers/ who balance great dolls on their shoulders/ as they
scramble over the same earth/searching for food....
I am afraid of speaking/ the truth/ in a room on the 17th
floor/ my body is dreaming/ it sits/ bottom pinned to a table/eating perpetual watermelon inside my own headNow all the words in my legend come garbled/ except anguish./ Visions of chitterlings I never ate/ strangle me in a
nightmare of leaders/ at crowded meetings to study our
problems...
The chill wind is beating down from the high places./ My
students wait outside my door/ searching condemning listening/ for what I am sworn to tell them/ for what they
least want to hear/ clogging the only exit from the 17th
floor...
Stepping into myself/ J open the door/ and leap
groundward/ wondering/ what shall they carve for weapons/
what shall they grow for food.
We mourn her death and will honor the memory of
Audre Lorde in our continuing struggle for a new, truly
human world.
—Clga D o m a n s k i

to d e m a n d t h a t this disease, a n d t h u s women's lives,
b e t a k e n seriously. Women h a v e l e a r n e d to fight for
o u r lives from those i n ACT-UP a n d Q u e e r Nation
w h o a r e fighting for t h e i r lives—including w o m e n ' s
lives—against AIDS, a n o t h e r disease b l a m e d o n lifestyle. Women h a v e organized in o u r communities,
w r i t t e n t h o u s a n d s of l e t t e r s a n d r a i s e d hell. T h a t is
t h e only r e a s o n for even t h e pitiful studies a n d
funding t h a t we n o w h a v e .
So many things bring home to u s exactly what it
means to be a women in this racist, sexist, capitalist inhuman society. That breast cancer is one of those experiences, one of those shocks that show us how we are
seen as less than human, is one more measure of how
deep the uprooting of this society must be, of how total
must be its overthrow, and how expansive must be our
vision of what will take its place.
1. Thanks to Greenpeace for information on the relationship of chemical contamination to breast cancer.
2. Rita Arditti with Tatiana Schreiber, "Breast Cancer: The Environmental Connection," Resist, Newsletter #246, May/June, 1992.
3. Ibid.

WAC is watching
Chicago,
111.— Members from WAC (Women's Action Coalition) are disgusted and outraged by the latest
anti-choice posters put up on trains and buses throughout the city. They have a picture of a flyer from 1769
used to sell Black people as slaves; next to that is a
swastika; and next to t h e swastika is a picture of the
National Organization for Women's "Keep Abortion Legal" signs. Underneath these three pictures it says,
"Three times in modern history the word 'person' has
been redefined." It's signed, "Illinois Right to
Lie"—oops, I mean "Life."
We were so infuriated by this physical and ideological
attack on women and feminism that we wrote a statement to read and pass out on the public transportation
to expose this poster for the lie it is, and to make clear
that we women will fight back. Part of it reads:
"This sign is a lie, not an opinion. How dare they compare women, fighting for our freedom to control our own
lives, bodies and minds, with slave traders and Nazis!
Women who are fighting for abortion rights are fighting for
it as a necessary precondition for any kind of self-determination. Self-determination is what we must have as living,
thinking, feeling human beings."
We made the point t h a t it is the anti-abortion fanatics
who, along with slave traders and Nazis, have treated
women as less than h u m a n and tried to control women's reproductive lives.
Six of us from WAC went from train to train passing
these out one evening, even though we didn't find any
of the posters our flyer was targeting. Rumor has it that
others are also outraged by these signs and have been
tearing them down! Yea!
But while the flyers were being handed out, all the
signs falsely advertising women's "crisis pregnancy clinics" mysteriously started disappearing. These so-called
"clinics" are operated by anti-choice fanatics. There are
no doctors or nurses present, and they force women to
watch anti-choice videos like "The Silent Scream."
While these signs kept disappearing, some passengers
looked surprised, b u t others said that "good work" was
being done. This business of signs mysteriously disappearing is becoming a popular activity—it's fun, it's
cheap, it's effective.
—Participants

Women*
Worldwide
by Mary Jo Grey
Burmese h u m a n rights activist Aung Saw Suu Kyi is
facing possible death in her 3 ½ year battle for freedom
with the Burmese government. The 1991 Nobel Peace
Prize winner was placed under house arrest without trial in 1989 because she protested for human rights.
Since then she has refused to accept food or favors from
her captors and has refused to capitulate to the government by stopping her fight and going into exile in exchange for her freedom. In recent days, she has escalated her demand for unconditional release by refusing
food and support from even her family and friends.
* * *
Muslim fundamentalists in Niger are blaming "indecent" women for this year's drought. Women not wearing traditional dress have been beaten and stripped by
gangs of men, while mobs attacked bars and bordellos
and burned the office of the Association des Femmes
Nigeriennes. In the capital, hundreds of women
marched in ptotest.
*
* * *
The "good old boys who still don't get i t " are alive and
well and a worldwide phenomenon, according to a study
released, Nov. 30, by the International Labor Organization. Only 7 of the 23 industrialized countries surveyed
have laws mentioning sexual harassment. At least 30%
of working women in these countries suffered such
abuse, from Australia to Canada to Sweden to Czechoslovakia to Sngland—where 74% of working women
have undergone harassment! Despite these growing
numbers, at least 60% of harassment cases still go unreported.

