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Stealing
workers’
lime

by John Marcotte

On my first day at work in unionized freight trucking,
I saw a big sticker on the dashboard of the truck that
said, “Stealing time will be cause for dismissal.” I didn’t
know what that meant. Now I do. They make a big
thing about “stealing time” in trucking, because you’re
on the road and the supervisor can’t ride with you and
breathe down your neck every damn minute. They al-
ways suspect you of “stealing their time,” no matter
how hard you work and even though you have to fill out
a manifest and account for every minute.

Trucking is one industry where capitalism, with all of
its technology, has not yet been able to remove all the
gkill from the worker. They've got bigger trucks, and
double and triple trailers, to eliminate labor. Some com-
panies put CB radios in the cab so the dispatcher can
reach you any time. But you still operate the machine
(the truck), and it’s not the machine that controls you.
In other industries like steel and auto, the capitalists
managed long ago to remove all skill and control from
the worker and put it into the machine. That, to me, is
the difference between skilled and unskilled labor. -

MACHINE TORTURE

.. In skilled labor, as bad as the job might be, you oper-
ate the machine, the machine doesn’t operate you,
which is torture. That makes a hell of a difference. You
still don’t want to come to work and still do it only for

-~ the paycheck, but time goes faster, there is just a little

“ bit of control and even, in a way, satisfaction or pride in

some aspect of your activity.

Marx showed us that all class-divided societies are
built on the separation of mental and manual labor, on
. thinking from doing; Capitalism is where this has come
to a head, because the skill is no longer just in a differ-
ent person or class, but all science and human knowl-
edge is put into the machine and all skill taken away
frorx the worker, Far from lightening his or her load,
that makes the work the most boring torture and takes

. (continued on page 3)

"‘Trans‘ition to‘
democracy’
in S \Afnca

© by Lou Turner

The Groote Schuur Minute of May 4-6, 1990 which
was to make recommendations on the indemnity and re-
lease of political prisoners and which remains unreal-
ized to this' day; the Pretoria Minute of August 6, 1990
that announced the ANC had suspended the armed
struggle, ‘the D.F. Malan Accord of February 12, 1991 in
which the ANC agreed not to infiltrate m1htary person-
nel or material into South Africa, while the government
would supposedly end its vwlence and intimidation
against mass demonstrations; the National Peace Ac-
cords between the government, the ANC and Inkatha
which have been signed and broken since 1990; the con-
vening of the multiparty CODESA (Convention for a
Democratic South Africa) conference to negotiate the

“transition to democracy” in South Africa; the Record -

of Understanding, September 26, 1992, reviving stalled
talks between the government and the AN C in the wake
of the Ciskei massacre; the National Unity Accords,
February 12, 1993, in which the government and the
ANC agreed to share power for five years following the
country’s first non-racial elections for a “constituent as-
sembly,” to be held in March or April, 1994; and the
third round of CODESA convened in April to rubber-
stamp the government/ANC National Unity Accords,
following the assassination of popular ANC leader Chns
Hani.

This paper trail of the ANC’s collaboration with the
apartheid regime of F.W. de Klerk is, we are told, what
the “transition to democracy” looks like, what a “nego-
tiated settlement” involves. And yet, what lay behind
this “transition to democracy” is the destruction of the
liberation movement through a state-sponsored cam-
paign of political assassination, massacre, paramilitary
terrorism, violent intimidation, and “political cleans-
mg 2

Since the ANC launched its strategy of “negotlated

, (continued on page 8)

Questions for the freedom movement

Bosnia crisis exposes Achilles
heel of western “civilization”

by Peter Wermuth

. After weeks of deliberating on whether or not to in-
tervene militarily in former Yugoslavia, the Clinton ad-
ministration agreed on May 21 to provide U.S. air pow-

-gr to “protect” six UN-designated “‘safe havens” for

Muslims in ‘Bosnia-Herzegovina. This decision, which
coincided with its announcement that it “no longer
views the conflict as one of Serbian aggressors vs. Mus-
lim victims,” shows that the Clinton administration has
dropped all pretense of standing in the way of the Serbi-
an genocidal policy of ‘‘ethnic cleansing.”

The proposal for the “safe havens’ was first raised by
the European Community on May 10 as a way of short-
circuiting calls to arm the Bosnian Muslims. At the
time, even members of the Clinton administration calied
the plan for “‘safe havens” a capitulation to the Serbian
policy of “ethnic cleansing,” in-that it will create ‘“‘eth-
nic ghettos” of Muslims who have been driven from
their homes by Serbian attacks while doing nothing to
allow the Muslims to return.

Given the choice of risking a major split with its
European allies or sacrificing the Bosnian people to
Serbian aggression, the Clinton administration
quickly chose the latter. This decision came natural-
ly, since the U.S. never made stopping Serbian geno-
cide a top priority, even when outright military in-
tervention against Serbia was being contemplated.

The crisis in the war-torn terrain of former Yugoslav-
ia poseés many questions. Why has the West, including
the U.S.; shown such complicity with the genocidal poli-
cies of the Serbs? How could narrow nationalism so
consume the countries of the former Yugoslavia? Most
of all, what can be done by those opposed to U.S. mili-

tary intervention to extend solidarity with the Bosnian
people’s struggle for national self-determination?

CLINTON’S CAPITULATION

After indicating some - initial reservations, Clinton
signed on to the UN-sponsored Vance-Owen ‘‘peace’”
plan soon after taking office. Though this plan, which
carves Bosnia into ten pieces controlled by Serbs, Croats
and Muslims, has been rejected by the Serbs, for not
giving them enough, the plan dovetails with the Serbs’
central war aim—to forestall a unitary Bosnian state by
dividing Bosnia into distinct “‘ethnic” cantons.!

The plan also gives the Croats more territory than
justified by their share of Bosnia’s population. The

(continued on page 10)

1, Strictly speaking, it is incorrect to refer to Croats, Serbs and .
Bosnian Muslims as different ethnic-groups since they form a

single ethnicity, their differences residing in religion and cul-

ture.

From the Writings of Raya
Dunayevskaya—On the historic-
Ehﬂosopluc oniginality of Marxist-

umanism p. 4
Editorial—Clinton and the envx-
TONINENL...crrverervercaonorsnersesesas SN 15
Philosophic Dialogue—Philosophy, or-
ganization and revolution p.-5

—Black Chicago protest stuns City Hall—

Editor’s note: On Friday, May 14, a mass rally of
5,000 mostly young residents from the African-Ameri-
can community on Chicago’s South Side appeared with-
out notice in front of City Hall after marching five miles
to protest the closing and under-staffing of health care
clinics in the Black community. Organized by the voter
registration group, 21st Century VOTE, the demonstra-
tors demanded that Mayor Daley rescind his administra-
tion’s health care cutback of $1.5 million and reopen
South and West Side clinics scheduled to be closed or
moved, The following is an interview with Charles Har-
ris of 21st Century VOTE, one of the organizers of the
demonstration,

Chicago, Ill.—Qur protest started over the closmg
of the clinic at 35th and Michigan. We marched from
there down to City Hall to try to talk to Mayor Daley
about the closinigs. Over the last several months we had
{ried on numerous occasions to talk with Daley without
success.

Actually, they re closing the clinic on 35th and Michi-
gan and moving it ten blocks away. That's not only
movmg it into a whole other community, it represents a
serious hardship for the elderly who already have to
wait long hours because the clinic is so under-staffed.

We got involved because this and other clinic closings
in the Black community needed to be addressed and no
one was addressing it. A lot of our members in 21st
Century VOTE come from the area of the clinic, and the
closing affected their families directly. And so months

ago this was brought up at our Political Action Commit-
tee (PAC) meetings. We didn’t just organize this demon-—

stration overnight;
months,

We know that the city of Chicago works on poli-
tics, that if this was happening in the white commu-
nity people would go to their alderman and the is-
sue would be dealt with. Well, this is the kind of po-
litical action we have to take to get things done for
our community.

Now we're getting ready to deal with the issue of lead
in the drinking water. The city has just spent $3 million
on brochures to educate people about the problem, but -
only people who get water bills get the brochure. Oth-
ers, especially kids who are most affected by drinking
leaded drmkmg water, don't get any educatlonal ‘materi-
al about it in the commumty

21st Century VOTE is a grass-roots political organiza-
tion which was started last August. We are trying to or-
ganize a 500-600-member PAC to deal with critical is-
sues facing the Black community, especially by reaching
our youth. Most people only have an image of Black
youth as gangbangers, drug dealers or involved in crime.
We're trying to change that image of our youth. We're
also trying to show Black youth that there are alterna-
tives to the streets. Youth should be taking responsibili-
ty for changing the conditions in their community.

nnglewood where we’re located, has been labeled the

. (continued on page 8
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by Laurie Cashdan

While working on a talk in May on “Spontaneity,
Consciousness, Organization” for a “workshop/class”
held by News and Letters Committees in Chicago, the
questions we were discussing kept crisscrossing in my
mind with several recent writings by feminist theorists
engaged in provocative rethinking. I would like to share
‘a few impressions of recent writings and ask what read-

~ers of News & Letters think about this rethinking.

First, I want to mention a few questions under dis-
cussion at some recent feminist conferences which may
offer a context for these writings. One is whether post-
structuralist feminist theory’s universal attack on
universalisms has so emptied politics of any kind of vi-

“sion of freedom that it has become hard to imagine any

alternative. Another is whether a one-sided emphasis on
“particularism” (or multicultural feminisms) has
pushed us into a relativist standpoint devoid of politics.

MARXISM AND HUMANISM

Michele Barrett’s article, “Words and Things: Materi-
alism and Method in Contemporary Feminist Analysis,”
in an anthology she coedited, Destabilizing Theory:
Contemporary Debates, is indicative of this re-
thinking. Most of it recapitulates developments in post-
structuralist feminist theory—developments to which
Barrett is sympathetic. Yet in its last paragraph the es-
say turns to the problem of feminist movements articu-
lating what they are for. Both “classical ‘scientific’”
Marxism and anti-humanist post-structuralism share

.the problem of “strip[ping] values from politics.”” “It
“may well be,” she concludes, “that to develop a better

account of subjective political motivation we shall have
to reopen in new and imaginative ways the issue of hu-
manism’’ (216-17). What a conclusion given her roots in
structuralist Marxism and post-structuralist feminism!
Margaret Randall’'s new book, Gathering Rage,
takes off from ongoing discussions among feminists
in Cuba and Nicaragua and tries to face the failure
of the revolutions in both countries to work out new
beginnings when it came to Women’s Liberation.
She asks why AMNLAE (the Sandinista women’s or-
ganization) became an organizing tool to wed wom-
en to the revolution rather than an organization of
and for women? She argues that “the Leninist con-

ception of the party, as implemented by successive

generations of revolutionaries, was one of the major
factors impeding a feminist vision- of revolution”

. (96).

She- goes; interestingly -enough, to Raya Dunayevs-
kaya’s notion of Hegel’s absolute negativity as ' a path-

‘way forward that could avoid the pull to economic de-

terminism because it contains a ‘‘dual movement: from
practice that is itself a form of theory and from theory
reaching to philosophy” (98). Revolutionary process
might then be one in which new subjects don’t. get
used—their. creativity becomes the basis for revisioning
revolution. ,

Jennifer Ring, a politics professor at the University of
South Carolina, in her bock, Modern Political Theory
and ' Contemporary Feminism: A Dialectical Analy-

- sis, articulates an equally ardent.call for rethinking.

Polish women fight back

Prague, Czech Republic—The new Polish anti-
abortion law, which took three years to pass, allows
abortion solely in state hospitals in cases when the life
or health of the woman is in jeopardy, when the fetus is
gravely damaged or the pregnancy was caused by rape
or incest. A doctor who violates the law can be jailed for
two years. Anyone who causes a spontanecus abortion
by fraud or violence can be jailed for eight years.

. Pro-choice organizations in Poland, nine of which "
came together in a coalition called the Federation

for Women and Planned Parenthood, are trying to
launch a campaign for a referendum to overturn the

- law. They estimate that abortion can now be legally

carried out only in 5% of the cases. Last year there
were at least 40,000 abortions.

An immediate response to the law was to get publicity
for ‘“abortion excursions’ abroad. But the treatment

-costs $950.00 in Amsterdam, and $200.00 in the Rus-

sian town- of Kaliningrad. The Czech Republic has

- banned abortions for anybody not living in the country

and raised the cost for Czech women to $115.00 for any
reason other than the health of the woman.

There is almost a total absence of sex education in
Poland. According to an instruction of the school
inspectorate in Lodz—one of the biggest Polish cities,
with the highest rate of unemployment—teachers

_ should “exhort girls to avoid provocative flirtation and

so enable the boys to also cultivate non-genital forms of
communication. Love and marriage are two inseparable
values.” No mention is being made of contraception and

. doctors emphasize that most people are too poor to buy
ot o , :
R ;Al;o’ther phenomenon is the selling of Polish ba-
, bles.’to foreign parents for adoption. This is seen es-
‘pecially in Sweden where visas are not necessary

for Polish visitors. Pregnant Polish women deliver
in Swedish hospitals with the future parents paying
the costs of the treatment, and the journey as well
as giving them some extra money.

In response to these conditions, in Cracow, Poland, a
message lettered on a city wall expressed the growing
sentiment among feminists organizing throughout the
country: “Women, rebel.” ~—Stephen Steiger

Rethinking feminist theory -

Ring agrees with postmodernist critiques of static, di-
chotomous liberal theories which cast men and women
as innately different, but argues against their overly fa-
cile solutions. By simply eliminating the opposition be-
tween dichotomies, especially objectivity and subjectiv-
ity, they “surrender the possibility of confronting injus-
tices of the past by simply ‘writing them off’”’ (20). Her
concept of “minimalist dialectics,” she hopes, “will in-
deed prove conducive to nonhierarchical,
nonauthoritarian political and intellectual outcomes
that encourage progressive politics with human freedom
as its agenda’’ (21). '

MORE DISCUSSION NEEDED

“Hard struggle” between objectivity and subjectivity
is “the essence of dialectic method” (124), and that is
precisely what she sees as urgently needed at the
centerpoint of a new feminist epistemology. This hard
struggle occurs not only between oppressor and op-
pressed, but is most crucially a continual self-critique in
relation to one’s knowledge about the world and oneself.

What I find fascinating is Ring’s warning about
impatience to find a solution: “The true enemy of di-
alectical method is the inability to live with anxie-
ty...The betrayal of a dialectical perspective always
shows itself in a preference of premature closure”
(145). Doesn’t this relate to Randall’s critique of “Le-
ninist” organizations and to Dunayevskaya’s “abso-
lute negativity as new beginning”?

Ring’s “‘minimalist dialectics” needs far more discus-
sion than I can offer here, especially the limitations of
her theory. She is so bent on leaving methodology un-
tied to any ‘“‘substance’ which could predetermine ideas
of freedom that her final pages echo the most relativist
of postmodernists.

These writings by Barrett, Randall and Ring are most
notable for the questions they raise and the possibilities
they extend for how to think in new ways about femi-
nist, revolutionary theory. Please do send in your
thoughts on these writers or others.

A working woman’s view:
taking daughter to work

The way children usually come to work with
their parents: a mother and her child at work on
a day when child-care fell through.

New York, N.Y.—Growing up in the 1930s and
1940s in an immigrant Italian family I never for one in-
stant thought that women did not work. My mother, my
aunts, their cousins, worked in factories, the garment
industry, hotels, industrial laundries, cleaning offices.
You could exist no other way. The only people who 1
thought did not work were the rich. When my mother
would take me to work she would show me exactly how
she had to clean the offices on each floor and she was
proud of her work. .

So 1 found the hullabaloo in April about “Take your
daughter to work” curious. What exactly was the mes-
sage they wanted girls to get? One message was “‘you

can be more than a secretary or a nurse.” Did that

mean that hard working secretaries, unless executive
secretaries, and hard working nurses, unless head
nurses, need not take their daughters to work?

It was not a call for all working mothers and fa-
thers. It was not for today’s immigrant women from
Central and South America working for minimum
wage, nor for the Chinese women working in sweat-
shops, nor for the immigrant European women
cleaning offices, nor for any hard working factory
worker regardless of color or nationality and it es-
pecially was not for the welfare mother or the multi-
tude of unemployed.

It seems that the President of Barnard College whose
salary, if not over $200,000 is well over $100,000, was

.in favor of such a day. Isn’t that nice. Isn't it curious,

when the secretaries at Barnard who average $20,000 a

year, hardly a “living wage” to make one independent

here in New York City, asked for a raise, she opposed it!
And it seems that it is still in the army that a woman

. can be all that she can be—now she can fly a fighter jet

into combat! —Angela Terrano

by Mary Jo Grey

Australia’s first aboriginal barrister, Pat O’Shane, ac-
quitted five women of defacing a lingerie ad billboard
showing a woman in underwear being sawed in half,
The ad read: “You’ll always feel good in Berlei,” to
which the protesters added “even if you're mutilated.”
O’Shane charged that the real offenders were advertis-
ers who used such disgusting images of women,
f * % %

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights (RCAR) is
fighting back against harassment and threats aimed at

pro-choice fanatics. Five Nebraska churches were plas-
tered with posters of bloody fetuses; threatening hate .

mail was sent to an Oklahoma clergyman who wrote a

letter to the editor supporting a woman’s right to !

choose; a synagogue in Iowa was picketed because the
rabbi was involved with RCAR, and in Minnesota the
homes of a minister and a clergy counselor were

picketed and stalked by a thug videotaping the family’s .

Information from RCAR Newsleiter

E I Ed

movements. -

The “new’ Russia does not bode well for women. Sta-
tistics show that 70% of today’s unemployed are women
while in 1990 women made up more than half of the
work force. Said Minister of Lahor Gennady Melikyan,
“Why should we employ women when men are unem-
ployed? It’s better that men work and women take care
of the children.” Women’s groups are also fighting
against a law being drafted by the Supreme Soviet on
“family” issues, which tried to ban the right to abor-
tion, as well as prevent women with children under 14
from working more than 35 hours a week.

Response to Balkan rapes

Chicago, IIL.—On May 20 1 attended a meeting
with 20 young feminist activists, social workers and
health workers, who had gathered to become part of the
newly formed Balkan Rape Trauma Response Coalition.
This organization was founded by four women from
Chicago and New York who had been volunteers in rape
crisis centers in the U.S., and who had just returned
from Croatia where they held seminars for health and
social workers, volunteers and refugees on how to help
women who survived the systematic rape occuring in
the war in the Balkans. They had the opportunity to

meet Bosnian health care workers but were not able to

go to Bosnia.

What the speakers, Meghan Kennedy and Robbie !

Bogard, emphasized was that the war in the Bal-
kans, which has involved the systematic rape and
murdei of tens of thousands of Bosnian women, is

not a civil war. “It is not as if the people who live -

there have always hated each other. There has been
such a high rate of intermarriage ‘there and there

aré so many mixed families with Serb mothers,"

Bosnian fathers, Croatian grandparents.”

They emphasized that this is a war masterminded by
Milosevic, the “Yugoslav Academy of Science” and other
top government officials who have been using propagan-
da and ideological brainwashing for several years to
prop up the “idea” of a “‘greater Serbia.”

The Balkan Rape Trauma Response Coalition is try-

ing to help women in the Balkans by sending teams of

volunteers to lead more seminars on how to help rape

victims and by sending humanitarian aid including foodi

and medical supplies.

The Balkan Rape Trauma Response Coalition, can be
reached at P.O. Box 11026, Chicago, IL 60611 or call or
fax (312) 649-1088. —Sheila Fuller

. L[4

Editor’s note: Following are excerpts from a talk giv-
en by a Croatian woman in the Bay Area who partici-
pated in the MADRE tour. '

- T work with a center for wemen victims. of war, mos‘t;-, t
ly refugees from Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia and

with a feminist information center in Zagreb. All of us
are focusing on women. Many other organizations focus
only on rape. From the beginning we realized that that
focus is not fair to other women who are also victims.
Qur project is to re-socialize the women.

Here is how it is in the refugee camps (700,000 people
ate in refugee camps in Croatia): each holds a few hun-
dred to a few thousand people, mostly Muslim women.
In a “nice” camp 15 women share the same room, many
hiave lost.all of their family. In Bosnia they had houses,
lived normal lives. Now they have nothing, not even any
civil rights. Every three months they need to re-apply
for a permit to stay in Croatia. ~ ..., .. .

We started by visiting them, asking what they-would
want, not just things, but communication, ¢ooperation..
We want to help in their way, not as we think they
ought to be helped. There are now about 40 of us, we

team into twos, one from Bosnia one from Croatia, and
talk to the women. We want to enable them to self-or-

ganize. We can only cover 10-15 camps but there are
many, many more. We organize activities for them: to
make something for their children or to sell. Having
their own money is important. We try to get 10-15 to
move out of the camp into a house. They can’t go back
to Bosnia, there is nothing there, everything is de-
stroyed. ' ~Croation feminist
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