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Being
"realistic"
today
by J o h n M a r c o t t e
St. Johnsbury Trucking shut down with no warning in
June. The workers had rejected a 12% concession, then
got forced into a 9.% cut, and one week later 3,000 union
drivers and dock workers were out of a job. At the
Maspeth, New York terminal, they put up a fight. They
hadn't gotten their last pay check, and they set up their
own picket line unauthorized by the union.
We seem too often to fight when it's too late. Or for so
little. Here this company decided to take away these
men's jobs, the men who made that company all these
years, who with their labor moved that freight. We don't
strike or occupy the place to question their right to shut
it down—just to get our last pay check and vacation
money. Like we're already defeated in our minds. We
don't believe we can demand any more than that. We're
"realistic."
WHAT CAN WE DO?
My co-workers and I saw that picket line on our way
in to work. We're in the same union, the same local, and
all we could think to say was that it's a shame these guys
are out of work, and to think that it could be us, but for
the luck of what company we got hired at 25, ten or two
years ago. Realistically, what can we do about it? Leave
it to the union.
Here these senior union men sit out of work, and we
are so busy with all the St. Johnsbury freight we are
picking up, the company leased trucks and had to put on
more casuals they push to work hard for 85% pay. Lots
of the freight went to nonunion companies, too.
Freidman's express shut down earlier this year; North
Penn, before that; PIE, last year. Preston got a 15% concession and might go under. All these were union. There
(continued on page 3)

Crisis of
'democracy'
in Nigeria
by Lou T u r n e r
The June 12 Nigerian presidential election, followed
by Gen. Babangida's June 23 velvet coup annulling the
election results, is at once so indicative of old style Nigerian politics that its tragedy, according to Wole Soyinka,
"has also been marked by farce" (New York Times, July
1,1993). It so evinces the new contours of African reality
in the post-Cold War world, that it cannot but have farreaching consequences for the "two-way road" between
African and African-American freedom struggles.
The mass protests, especially among workers and
youth, over Babangida's authoritarian cancellation of Nigeria's first national election in ten years, was met with
murderous military force, leaving dozens dead.
It is the newly restructured global economy and the
old de-stabilized political structures that have motivated
Babangida's latest attempts to hold onto power. Whereas
the previous stage of Nigeria's economic development
was based on the West's exploitation of its rich oil resources in the Riverine Delta, Babangida wants to parlay
that into a new period of trade-generated capitalist development, especially through bilaterial trading agreements with countries like Germany.
The "trade not aid" rhetoric that Babangida espouses
is purely for international consumption. For not only
does Nigerian state-capitalism continue to be tied to oil
but it is moving to drop all barriers to Anglo-American
exploitation of Nigeria's remaining reserves. What the
West needs, Babangida assures it he's got—stability.
"The president told his audience," K. Gyan-Apenteng
(continued on page 10)
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Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 1993-94

Philosophy and Reality at a Turning Point
News and Letters Committees publishes the Draft of its Perspectives
Thesis each year directly in the pages of N&L. We urge your participation in our discussion around this thesis,
because our age is in such a total crisis that no revolutionary
organization can allow any
separation between theory and practice, workers and intellectuals,
"inside" and "outside, " philosophy and organization. We are raising questions and ask you to help in working out the answers.

Refugees living on the streets of Srebrenica, Bosnia.

Women's Liberationists confront anti-abortion fanatics across the U.S.

"In this result Cognition is reconstructed and united with the Practical Idea...not,
however (as in inquiring Cognition) merely as objective world without the subjectivity of the Notion, but as objective world whose inner ground and actual persistence is the Notion. This is the Absolute Idea."
—Hegel, Science of Logic

I. An Objective World in Crisis,
in Economics, Politics, Ideology
Two major crisis points in today's world compel us to
face reality inseparable from philosophy. One is the political crisis disclosed by the impending partition of Bosnia-Herzegovina; the other is the economic crisis disclosed by the recently concluded summit of the major industrial powers in Tokyo. Taken together, they lay bare
the degeneracy of western "civilization" and the urgent
need to work out a path to a different future.

A. Bosnia-Herzegovina:
The Test of World Politics
It is hard to think of a single event which more sharply reveals the nature of today's objective situation than
the ongoing crisis in Bosnia. The complicity of the U.S.,
Russia and the European powers in the genocidal war
against the Bosnian people has manifested the essence of
the new world reality which has emerged in the aftermath of the collapse of the "Communist" regimes.
Indeed, today's events show we are confronting on a
world scale the reemergence of what the post-World War
II era never killed off—the visage of Hitlerite barbarism.
This was made explicit in June when the European
powers came out in support of the Serbian effort to destroy Bosnia by dividing it into Croatian and Serbiancontrolled areas, with a small Muslim enclave. No one
doubts that this proposal amounts to the effective destruction of Bosnia. What we pointed to in the June issue of News & Letters as a "distinct possibility"—the
annihilation of an entire people, the Muslims of Bosnia—has now become terrifyingly real.1
Unlike several months ago, when open disagreements
erupted between the U.S. and its European allies over
whether to take military action against Serbia, the U.S.
now supports Bosnia's partition. Clinton has decided
that papering over the increasingly deep divisions within
the Western alliance is more important than preventing
the destruction of an entire people. Indeed, throughout
this crisis the U.S. never tried to stand in the way of Serbian "ethnic cleansing," including when it did briefly
consider some form of military intervention. It is not
1. See our new pamphlet, Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of
Western "Civilization" (Chicago: News and Letters, 19.93Xfor,our anal-.
ysis of the oresent crisis.

concern with "ethnic cleansing," but rather fear of global instability which dictates U.S. actions.
Clinton's effort to patch up relations with the allies,
however, does not change the fact that the events in Bosnia have brought to the surface important changes in
U.S.-European relations. It is not only that Europe is increasingly willing to pursue policies independent of the
U.S. It is also that the political and military structures
which helped define the Western alliance in the postWorld War II era have shown themselves to be increasingly irrelevant. NATO has played no role in the Bosnia
crisis; neither have any of the other institutions that
were supposed to "supplement" it following the coHapse
of Communism, such as the Conference on Security and
Cooperation and the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, which links NATO with the countries of the former
Warsaw Pact. The role of the UN has been the most hollow of all: from the Vance-Owen plan to its recent threat
to stop delivering food to Sarajevo, it has proved itself
more adept at compromising with Serbian aggression
than in combatting it.
In a word, the crisis in Bosnia reveals the extent to
which the political structures which defined the postWorld War II world are now little more than "carcasses
of dead policies."8 Instead of the emergence of a "new
world order," we are witnessing the gradual crumbling
to pieces of the edifice of world politics.
Yet the more disordered today's world reality becomes,
the more the U.S. seems wedded to the illusion that it
alone can impose order upon it. A striking expression of
this is the U.S. intervention in Somalia. Initially billed as
a "humanitarian" mission, it has degenerated into a
shooting match against unarmed civilian protesters and
the forces of Gen. Aidid, whom the U.S. had earlier supported. Clinton may think this is the way to show U.S.
prowess on the world stage. What it really shows is how
threadbare is the U.S. effort to conceal its intervention
overseas under the veneer of a "benign imperialism."
The same is true of the sabre rattling against Iraq.
Since launching 23 cruise missiles on downtown Baghdad on June 27, Clinton has threatened more attacks
should Iraq continue to defy UN mandates. The European allies and Russia expressed support for Clinton on
(continued on page 5)
2. See James Chace, "Exit NATO," in The New York Times, June 14,
1993.
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Balkans anthology shows "women's resistance"
Women for Peace Anthology, published by Women in
Black, Belgrade, Pancevo, 1993.
For International Women's Day, March 8, 1993, feminists prepared an anthology of documents about their
movement against the war in the Balkans. This document itself is an international event, produced in three
languages: Serbo-Croatian, Italian and English. In their
own words this anthology was created to "present views,
thoughts and reactions of women about the war and actions and protest of women against war, militarism and
violence." It covers actions from the beginning of the
w»r in 1991 until March, 1993.
The anthology includes leaflets calling for demonstrations against the war, appeals to all governments in the
Balkans, appeals to the international community, serious essays on rape throughout history and internationally, minutes from meetings of women's groups, many letters from different women peace activists and the Belgrade Women's Lobby's denunciation of patriarchal values in text books: "We do not recognize male 'objectivity'
in which our lives disappear as if we did not exist at all."
We read here Women in Black's statement, "We don't
believe in a 'peace' resting on agreements reached by the
nationalist leaders who caused the war.... Peace is an absence of fear of being battered, raped, humiliated as
women. SOS Telephone for Women and Children Victims of Violence registered a sharp increase in male violence since the war began."
A crucial part of the Anthology is a report from the
Conference on Women's Solidarity held in Venice, in
1991. Organized by Women in Black from Venice and
other Italian cities, it was meant as an expression of
solidarity. However, a split developed between women
from Serbia and Croatia. There was a contradiction between opposition to narrow nationalism, opposition to
war and identification with the government when that
government was the victim. The discussion took up
what belonging to a nation means—with most women

stating they did not want to "belong" to a nationality
that oppresses others—what is ethnicity, how sanctions
affect women's lives, ethnic cleansing and violence. In
the workshop on violence a participant stated, "the
worst kind of violence is the dispossession of hope."
There are many more important stories to tell: how
"Citizens of Tresnjevac, who rallied around the pizzeria
'Zicer'.-.announced a 'spiritual republic Zicer' without
borders, territories, property, and in which the citizens
have 'unlimited rights.' They created a constitution,
chose a rotating official...." As citizens of an independent
Republic Zicer they refused the Serb draft when their
village was surrounded by Serbian tanks. In December
1992 Women in Black Against War and SOS called for 16
Days of Activism Against Violence Against Women to coincide with events planned in Latin America, around the
anniversary of the massacre of women at Montreal University, World AIDS Day and International Human
Rights Day.
In the words of the Balkan women: "this is not a national tragedy but a human one." "Long term help involves continuing the precious exchange of ideas that we
have already begun."
This Anthology is not yet available in your local bookstore, nor is the information gathered there part of the
daily news. The unearthing and sharing of it is part of
the responsibility of those of us who are trying to work
out solidarity with the other Yugoslavia. You can order
the Anthology from Balkan Peace Project, c/o Speak
Out!, 2215-R Market Street #520, San Francisco, CA
94114, for $3.50.
—Urszula Wislanka

by Mary J o Grey
A coalition of groups representing domestic workers in
Hong Kong is fighting for a complete revision of the contract governing their working conditions: 1) abolishing
the rule requiring that workers leave Hong Kong within
two weeks after ending their employment, 2) increasing
salaries, and 3) improving working conditions, especially
establishing a limit on the hours of work each day. Said
one worker, "Machines, too, have to be turned off for a
rest."
—Information from Asia Link
* * *
Political prisoners in Hasharon Prison in Israel have
gone on repeated one-day hunger strikes demanding the
return of Ataf Alyan, a Palestinian woman prisoner in ill
health transferred to the overcrowded Kishon Detention
Center last April. Since that time, she has been the object of continuous harassment by her cell mates with the
encouragement of the warden. Complaints to prison authorities, the Minister of Police and the Commissioner of
Prison Services have so far been ignored.
—Information from Women's Organization for
Political Prisoners

Right tries to
usurp Black history
by Laurie Cashdan
Carol Moseley-Braun's indignant speech July 22
against Senate support for the United Daughters of the
Confederacy's emblem patent represents one of many recent signals heralding a renewal of the ideological battle
which was fought on the terrain of African American
history during President George Bush's reign.
The fireworks in the Senate over the United Daughters of the Confederacy emblem, however, may indeed
mask the full significance for feminism of this renewed
ideological warfare, now that the battle has reemerged in
the context of Clinton's "new Democratic agenda." That
significance begins to unfold when we take a closer look
at Moseley-Braun's speech and other recent debates.
Moseley-Braun's speech struck out at a blatant appeal
to the legacy of slavery. Approval of the proposal made
by the notorious Jesse Helms would have renewed a U.S.
patent for an emblem bearing the Confederate flag. "If I
have to stand here until this room freezes over...I am going to do so," Moseley-Braun announced after a 52-48
approval of the measure. "It is about racial symbols, the
racial past and the single most painful episode in American history." The Senate later reversed its vote.
THE POWER OF BLACK HISTORY
This overwhelming response to a largely symbolic debate tempered disapproval of Moseley-Braun that has
surfaced among many Black and feminist critics, especially after she failed to break from Clinton to champion
Lani Guinier's cause following Clinton's withdrawal of
her nomination.
Earlier that day during Senate Judiciary Committee
Supreme Court confirmation hearings for Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, notorious reactionary Orrin Hatch compared
the Roe v. Wade abortion rights decision to the 1857
Dred Scott decision upholding slavery, as examples of
the Court "making up rights" not in the Constitution.
Hatch's pretended alliance with the legacy of abolitionism in order to galvanize opposition to women's reproductive rights signals a repulsive ideological phenomenon consistent with Bush and Reagan double-speak.
This tack differs from Helms' blatant reactionary plea.
Hatch's words echo those of other rabid anti-abortionists
who dare to compare themselves to the abolitionists.
Moseley-Braun announced it was "difficult to sit
here...and quietly listen to a debate that would analogize
Dred Scott and Roe vs. Wade."
These words in support of Clinton's Supreme Court
candidate were important but did not reverse her reluctance to take steps for reproductive rights which challenge Clinton's own double-speak. Indeed, the debate in
the House in late June over renewing the infamous Hyde
amendment banning the use of federal funding for abortions showed that Clinton's "new Democratic agenda"
means paying lip service to poor women's rights to control their reproduction.
RACISM, SEXISM = DEATH
The Hyde Amendment, passed in 1977, was the first
post-Roe v. Wade bill to restrict abortion rights by denying them to poor women, disproportionately women of
color. This has caused the death and maiming of unknown numbers of poor women who have had "back alley" abortions. It has been reapproved every year since.
In the debate in June, Hyde got "confused" and stated, "there are too many of you people and we want to refine...the breed," forgetting to say he means the proabortion forces think this way. Cardiss Collins, a Black
Chicago Congresswoman, declared, "I am offended by
that kind of debate," to which Hyde said he would "direct my friend to a few ministers who will tell her just
what goes on in her community." But when Hyde apologized, Collins called him a "gentleman and a scholar."
Hyde's racist and sexist remark exposed his cynical
appropriation of an historic concern among African
Americans about racist eugenicist beliefs, in order to
turn Blacks against women's reproductive freedom.
Hyde is well-known for his hatred of women of color:
more eye-opening were Collins' quick apology and Clinton's silence throughout despite his supposed opposition to the ban on federally funded abortions.
Aligning anti-abortion and other attacks on the selfdetermination of women, especially women of color, with
the historic legacy of Black liberation worked for Bush.
Congressional reactionaries like Helms, Hatch and Hyde
clearly hope it will work for them. What makes these attacks more dangerous now is the conservatism of Clinton's "new Democratic agenda" and the alliance with it
by Moseley-Braun, Collins and others. This combined
ideological pollution makes our critiques crucial to the
clearing of our minds for genuine liberation.
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OR strikes out!
San Jose, Cal.—The failure of Operation Rescue's
(OR) "Cities of Refuge" campaign, July 10-17, was total.
Every single clinic in the San Francisco Bay Area was
open that week. Boasts of thousands of local people joining OR became in reality no more than 120 harassers on
any day. In contrast, the local pro-choice coalitions
placed 20-50 defenders at each and every clinic with
many more following OR from place to place. The police
were no more than bystanders.
The first demonstrations were staged in front of the
church where OR was based. Chanting "Pray! You'll
need it. Your cause has been defeated!" about 400 of us
let OR know they are not welcome in San Jose. People
from all over California came, some from rural areas,
some from L.A. Without "easy" clinics to blockade, OR
picketed in front of doctors' houses.
We didn't just outnumber OR. Several pro-choice coalitions formed in the weeks preceding the OR invasion.
The coalitions held training sessions, organized information hotlines, kept everyone informed by posting people with cellular phones in key places, etc. All this organization allowed people to join in the protests spontaneously, at whatever time they could be there.
But we didn't beat OR only with numbers and organization. Many remembered the shooting of Dr. Gunn and
the burned out clinics in Redding, Cal., and across the
country. OR's terrorism is one reason their rallies drew
more protests than support. OR leader Randall Terry
stated that he was saddened that Christians in San Jose
did not avail themselves of the opportunity to pray with
him. Our response was "pray by day, bomb by night..."
Next Saturday, after not being able to stop a single
woman from entering the clinic in San Jose, OR tried
San Mateo (a city between San Jose and San Francisco.)
Again, lines of defenders, three rows deep, with arms
and legs locked and ready to prevent even the biggest
bully from breaking though our lines, kept OR meandering outside, completely ineffective. My favorite chant
was "God has spoken. The clinic stays open."
—Clinic defender

For articles on the battle against Operation ReBcue in Minneapolis, Minn., and the
questions raised there, seepage 11.

Demo for battered women
Chicago, 111,—On July 15, the Women's Action Coalition (JWAC) staged a combined post-card drive and
street performance in front of the State of Illinois Center. The action was to protest two bills currently on Gov.
Edgar's desk which represent a serious backlash against
women.
Senate bill 0460 would allow police to obtain an order
of protection for a battered woman without her consent.
She would be, in effect, arrested in order to be protected.
While giving the police more power to control a given situation), the bill disempowers the woman and usurps her
right to self-determination. Punishing the victim of the
crime may discourage a woman from contacting the police at all, leaving her even more vulnerable to abuse.
House bill 2139 would create a criminal offense called
"Custodial Interference" meaning that criminal charges
could be brought against the legal custodian of a child
the first time that person refuses to allow visitation.
This does not take into account any reasons including
the illness of the child or the child's own wishes. While
seekhag to address actual abuse of visitation laws, this
bill could easily be used to harass women and other custodial parents who legitimately fear for the children's
safety.
At the performance three women wearing signs on
which the shape of Illinois had been painted, led around
three other women who were tied to them and gagged
so that what they had to say would not be understood.
These three were wearing signs on which the symbol for
woman was drawn and various statistics concerning
battered women were written.
As one who played a bound and gagged woman, my
perspective became altered by my 'inability to do anything but follow my state around. She was quite creatively yelling demeaning statements (pun intended) at
me while I mumbled and struggled.
Particularly alarming to me was the level of apathy in
many of the passersby. Several dressed-for-success women as much as ran past us, heads down, expressions vacant.: A small group of men in suits made a point of stopping in front of me and laughing.
Many people, however, were very positive and appeared relieved as well as pleased to see us there. Around
500 cards were signed there and mailed to the Governor
of Illinois and WAC intends to continue working with
Thfe Chicago Metropolitan Battered Women's Network.
—Meghan
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Miners'strike spreads

Staley: striking within the plant
Editor's note: Three workers from A.E. Staley Manufacturing Company, members of Allied Industrial Workers (ATW) Local 837 in Decatur, 111., met in Chicago with
85 activists on July 17 to form the Staley Workers Solidarity Committee. Below we print brief excerpts from
their presentation.
Chicago, 111.—In 1991. we knew we had negotiations
starting in '92. We knew that if we simply went to the
streets, we would be permanently replaced. We looked at
other alternatives. At that time we were put in contact
with Corporate Campaign Inc. and Ray Rogers. Basically
Rogers works from the financial end, putting pressure
externally on board rooms and banks.
We went into negotiations. We had 17 pages of concepts and proposals thrown down in front of us that
were nothing more than stated wages, management
rights, etc. In other words, you come to work, we pay, we
pay very little, and that's it. I'm the boss, you're the
worker. About 98% of the membership voted on the proposal. They turned it down by 96%.
That presented another problem. Here we are without
a contract, and we're still working. Some way or another, you have got to apply some kind of pressure on the
company. We got hold of Jerry Tucker, who was with the
New Directions out of the United Auto Workers. He
came in, helped us organize, explained in-plant strategy.
RALLIES, FLAGS, SINGING
In-plant strategy is basically a strike within the plant.
It means concerted activities, everything from rallies to
tee shirt days, rallies that took place out in front of the
plant, rallies that just came out of nowhere in the middle
of the day, rallies that all of a sudden happened in the office area, rallies that happened anywhere we wanted
them. There were flags at these rallies and people sing-
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Workshop Talks

(continued from page 1)
are empty terminals everywhere, and we are so busy we
can hardly handle it. My company won't hire the union
drivers from those companies. They want new guys they
can push, push, push and then the slightest accident—which is bound to happen when you rush—and
they're fired and replaced.
I think the coal miners are doing the right thing.
There are 17,000 union miners now on strike over the
big question—getting some of those jobs the mine companies are opening with nonunion subsidiaries. There is
the same question in trucking. Consolidated Freightways
does that with its Con Way division, and the Teamsters
have a campaign against that. What happens with the
coal miners' fight will affect all of us down the road more
than we know.
REPLACING, CHEAPENING LABOR
The trend is always one way—to do away with labor
and to cheapen labor. That's what hobbles the union
leaders. They accept "productivity," which is the polite
word for just that—replacing and cheapening labor.
Contract talks have opened with the Big 3 (General
Motors, Ford and Chrysler), and the United Auto Workers' President Owen Bieber talks out of both sides of his
mouth. He says, "Our top priority this year is full job
and income security," and in the same breath calls "remarkable achievements" that auto worker productivity
is up 27% from 1981 to 1991 and the percentage of labor
costs in new vehicles has dropped by nearly one-fourth.
With thinking like that, we are in trouble.
IBM is laving off another 35,000. The specialists and
big businessmen are forecasting huge permanent job
losses in coming years. How long before it's my job?
There will come a time—and it's coming fast—when the
only way to be "realistic" will be to be "unrealistic."

ing "Solidarity Forever." The whole place would just go
down; everybody was at a rally.
Work-to-rule was happening. In other words, you leave
your brain outside the plant. You come in, you don't do
anything they don't tell you to do. People were very aggressive with that. Production started declining. The
company claimed that in February and March they were
down in production and quality 30-35%.
There were 12 to 16 discharges during that time; 50 to
60 individuals were suspended. One of the things we
talked about was that there is nobody that can't be replaced. We have to have the attitude that we're going to
have a lot of leaders.
WALKOUT AND LOCKOUT
On June 17 the company asked an employee to break
the rules set out in the safety code book. He refused to
do so; he was sent home. Another employee called out on
the radio, "We need to assemble at the designated
point." That person was reprimanded on the next day by
a discharge. There was a walkout at that time.
The next morning we went back unconditionally, and
the company refused to let us in. The following morning
they let us re-enter the plant, and we went back to work.
On June 27 at 3:00 a.m. in the morning, they escorted
everybody back out of the plant and put us on lockout.
Tate & Lyle (the British corporation which bought
Staley in 1988) is a sugar giant. Sugar comes from Third
World countries. Tate & Lyle can buy a product for almost nothing, and their attitude doesn't change by the
time it gets to us. It's as simple as that. There's no respect for people, no respect for the law, no respect for
safety. That's what we're fighting right now.
To contact Staley workers, write or call: AIWLocal 837,
2882North Dineen, Decatur, IL 62526; (217) 876-7006.

MARXISM MISUNDERSTOOD
Another point that both writers agree on is that Marxism has been misunderstood by what are called "postMarx Marxists." Although both agree that Engels may
be responsible for this, Martin disagrees with Yuill on
the point of using "plain language" to present the philosophy of Marx to the proletariat. Martin goes on to
write that he believes that this is what Engels did.
I would like to believe that Mr. Yuill's statement on
"plain language" is possible simply for the fact that I
have found it difficult at times to understand Marxism
and have wondered if there were "an easier way." But I

Morgantown,
W. Va.—"I'm not surprised at the
killing of that strikebreaking scab miner in Logan County," declared an ex-Consolidated Coal Co. miner about
the first death arising out of the two-month-long strike
of the United Mine Workers union (UMWA) against the
Bituminous Coal Operators Association. "As a matter of
fact," he added, "you can look for a lot more real trouble
the longer the strike goes on."
The July 22 death occurred at the Arch mine in southern West Virginia when a convoy of strikebreakers went
past striking union pickets. It reveals the growing resentments of the strikers at the concessions being demanded by the coal operators and the betrayal they feel
about the violations of the last contract.

Job security is the major concern of the union miners,
who have seen their membership decline and additional
mines close each year. This follows a deliberate policy of
the coal owners, who are closing union mines, transferring coal reserves to subsidiary companies and then
opening them as nonunion operations.
In the 1988 contract this issue was thought to have
been resolved in the provision stipulating that, if a union
mine was closed and the company opened a new mine, at
least three of five miners hired would come from the
closed union mine. The companies are not only rejecting
this agreement, they are also refusing to provide the
union with the true information of real ownership of the
many subsidiaries that are being created, thus making a
joke out of the contract.
UMWA President Rich Trumka ordered another 1,000
miners out on strike, bringing the total at the end of
July to 17,000 out in seven states.
—Andy Phillips

IWhose jobs? Whose future? \
Editor's note: The Oscar Mayer plant in Chicago
closed permanently last December, laying off over 600
workers. Workers fought the shutdown and afterwards
formed the Oscar Mayer Displaced Workers Organization, which has organized picket lines and demonstrations protesting the plant closing, and sought a boycott
of Oscar Mayer products. Below two workers speak
about a protest at President CHnton's July 26 "Conference on the Future of the American Workplace."
Chicago, 111.— When we found out that Clinton was
having a jobs conference in Chicago, we tried to get tickets through a Congressman, because we are displaced
workers. We never could get tickets, so we said, well,
let's picket at the conference.
The conference really was a one-sided thing—a luncheon with businessmen and some labor leaders. It is not
they, but ourselves, who know what it is like inside the
workplace. We are the ones in production; the businessmen are only there for profits.
It is true Clinton inherited this problem, and it can't
be cured in six or eight months, but it seems that with
Clinton it is still business as usual. Perhaps Clinton really didn't want to hear about what happened at Oscar
Mayer: how the company has built nonunion focus (single product) plants in other cities paying much lower
wages; how it closed the Chicago plant which had a work
force with a high percentage of minorities, a work force
where the majority of the workers had 20 and more
years, but ended up with no transfer rights or decent
pensions.
Now some displaced workers are finding that the
Washburne Trade School they had been attending for retraining is likely to be closed in the near future. All this
talk about jobs and the future workplace, but no one
wants to talk to the displaced workers.
—Out-of-work Oscar Mayer workers

Dialogue: workers and revolutionary organization
Chicago, 111.—I have just finished reading Felix
Martin's article, "On the unity of workers and intellectuals," in the July issue of News & Letters. It is a response to John Yuill's artiele, "We need no parties," in
the June issue. Both writers brought up several points I
would like to comment on.
Martin agrees with Yuill's point that "[t]he most effective political movements in history have always been
spontaneous and citizen based..." But Martin points out
that history has shown us that this is not enough. "To
keep that spontaneous movement continuous, it needs to
be grounded in a philosophy of Freedom, and that
ground needs to be in each human being."
History has shown us, time after time, revolution after
revolution, without the movement being complete, that
is, with each individual in the movement armed, not just
with the idea of immediate change, but with the philosophy of continuous freedom for all. Without this the cycle
of failed revolutions will continue.
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also agree with Mr. Martin's point that if we use plain
language, "where is the two-way relationship between
the movement from practice and the movement from
theory?" This point deserves more discussion.
One other point that caught my attention was Yuill's
statement: "We do not see any difference between worker and intellectual if we don't recognize the categories."
Martin disagrees with this statement, going on to write:
"I do see the difference, because the system created that
difference, and this is what has to be dealt with by both
workers and revolutionary intellectuals coming together" (my emphasis).
WORKERS AND MANAGEMENT
Although I am not sure that the statement by Yuill
has been understood correctly, I agree with Martin that
there is a difference. I have seen the difference at the
packing houses where I've worked with the workers
stuck on the line in the cold, slaving away while management is free to come and go as it pleases.
I see it on my current job with management people
walking around with an attitude of superiority over the
workers. I had a fine example this morning with the
gentrified person (yuppie) across the street thumbing his
nose at me as I parked my old car behind his luxury
model. These are constant reminders that the ruling
class forces on me, which in turn lead me down the revolutionary road.
I am in total agreement with John Yuill's statement
that "we should avoid off-the-shelf political forms such
as the party." What we need are new ideas. I hope to
read more from Mr. Yuill as well as Felix Martin in future issues of News & Letters.
—Martin Almora

Nurses suffer speedup
Editor's note: Nurses, housekeeping workers, technologists and others at Alia Bates Hospital in Berkeley,
Cal. rallied with the community July 14 and 24 to fight
takebacks. Five unions at the hospital have been bargaining without a contract for several months. They are
also fighting management's attempt to destroy the kind
of interunion solidarity that succeeded in the Summit
Hospital strike in Oakland last year.
Berkeley, Cai,—Alta Bates management is systematically reducing the number of nurse-hours per patient.
This means nurses have larger assignments. This is
work speedup. Patients are receiving less care by licensed care providers. Nurses are losing jobs, yet the
top-heavy management is hiring non-licensed patient
care assistants. All of this is happening at a time when
hospital stays are being drastically limited by the insurance industry. Clearly the patient population is much
sicker and more in need of qualified, experienced nursing
care.
There have been so many cutbacks in the environmental services (housekeeping) department that patients,
visitors and staff are all at risk in a much dirtier and less
sanitary facility. The stress and work speedups are putting patients and nurses at unnecessary risk of possibly
life-threatening medication errors, "dirty sharps" accidents from contaminated needles and the like.
Just when Local 250, California Nurses Association,
and other unions have contracts that expire, management has carefully choreographed a regime of layoffs to
harass, intimidate and manipulate their employees with
fears of job security. This is intended to terrorize the
work force into accepting contract offers full of takeaways. Add to this agenda their desire to get rid of, by
any means possible, long-term employees who have
earned the rights of higher hourly wages, longer vacations, and retirement benefits. Also on management's hit
list are workers who are active in their unions and who
speak up.
Alta Bates is playing a shell game. The hospital is supposedly non-profit, but they have many other entities.
Their board and their funds are intermingled. They are
poised to increase their market share, and they have
enough money to avoid takeaways. But it isn't saving
money on employee benefits so much as having control
over the employees and busting the unions out of there.
In maternity care, Alta Bates over the past two years
has been going toward something they call "family
care." It means that the hospital has added more and
more mothers and babies per nurse. Now it's four mothers and four babies per nurse, and if one has twins, it's
five babies. A patient ratio of three mothers and three
babies you could handle. Four, you really can't. You're
having to check the vital signs of mothers and babies,
and deal with meals, baths, discharge orders, teaching as
well as provide medical care —it's something you simply
can't do. With these kinds of speedups, you're at a high
risk for making a mistake with drugs or injuries.
—Licensed vocational nurse

