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NAFTA 
awakens 
US. labor 

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor 
NAFTA is called "free trade." All my life as a worker I 

always thought the capitalists had free trade after they 
had stolen the laborers' production. I can't figure out 
why they call it "free trade," when all it is is conserva
tive Republicans and conservative Democrats going fur
ther south for lower wages and tearing down tariffs on 
the commodities shipped back to the northern markets. 

I read a story about a business, Glenn Furniture facto
ry in Huntington Beach, Cal., which closed and moved to 
Tijuana, Mexico to exploit the low wages. After being 
there for a few years, they found out that the bosses 
couldn't kick the Mexican workers around like they do in 
the U.S. The owners thought they would move back to 
Huntington Beach and steal two weeks' wages owed to 
the workers. 
A LESSON FROM MEXICO 

Trucks were sent to move the machinery out of the 
plant on Saturday while the workers were off for the 
weekend. When the truckers entered the plant, they had 
a surprise waiting for them. The Mexican workers were 
there, sitting on the machines. They told the truckers to 
get the hell out, nobody was moving these machines un
til they got their two weeks' pay. After a month or so of 
guarding the machinery but not getting their pay, the 
workers sold the machinery for $250,000 and divided up 
the money. 

There could be a lesson for U.S. workers to learn from 
the Mexican workers. We are forced to work for these 
thieves every day. In 1936 the workers sat down in Gen
eral Motors' plants and took them back. Really they are 
stolen property anyway—laborers' dead labor. But when 
John L. Lewis sat down to negotiate that first contract, 
he gave the company back to the stockholders. 

(continued on page 3) 

Black World 

Crises 
testing 
Africa's Left 

by Lou Turner 

Editor's note: This month I am turning over my col
umn to Ba Karang, an African Marxist Humanist, whose 
commentary on the African Left comes at a time when 
on the one hand, Africa is experiencing the most violent 
contradictions in its post-independence history, and on 
the other, when the African Left is debating the fate of 
socialism in Africa. 

Whether the present situation in Africa will result in a 
more democratic atmosphere in the political life of the 
continent is doubtful. The refusal of the generals in Ni
geria to hand over power after the June elections, and 
General Sani Abacha's November 17 coup against the ci
vilian puppet government of Ernest Shonekan set up by 
Gen. Babangida, is supporting evidence of this. The re
turn of the generals in Burundi is further evidence. 

In Zambia, President Frederick Chiluba, a former 
trade union leader, betrayed the most successful pro-
democratic movement. In Ghana, the opportunism of the 
pro-democratic parties made it easy for President Rawl-
ings to emerge as the victor of the elections. 
DEMOCRACY RUN AGROUND 

From one country to another, pro-democratic politi
cians have betrayed the masses. What will come out of 
the tense situation in Zaire, or Giunea-Bissau, or South 
Africa will not be any different. 

Perhaps the most frustrating situation is the absence 
of the Left in this great historical movement the conti
nent is witnessing. And where it is present, it becomes 
unreliable by tailing behind the rhetoric of constitution
alism. Although the Left is in charge of the leadership of 
these pro-democratic movements, will it guarantee a 
more democratic situation for the masses? Is there any 
proof that the Left has taken account of its past ideologi
cal standpoints? 

In Mozambique, the leadership is more concerned with 
drawing a clear line of separation from its so-called 
Marxist past to satisfy the IMF (International Monetary 

(continued on page 9) 

Struggles of labor, Blacks, women 
emerge in a changing South 

by Michael Flug 
The hidden dimensions of new, often unreported, 

struggles now erupting in the "changed South" of the 
1990s were everywhere in evidence on a trip Lou Turner 
and I recently took to Mississippi and Tennessee. Nearly 
30 years after the high tide of the Civil Rights Movemen. 

News & Letters 
Workers on strike against Dobbs International at 
Memphis airport symbolize the growth of indus
try—and revolt—in the 1990s South. 

swept the region, the turmoil spinning off the accelerat
ed and highly uneven industrial and commercial develop
ment has resulted in a collision between the old reality of 
the South and its sharp new dualities. In discussions 
with workers, students and civil rights activists, we 
heard not only of ongoing struggles on issues of race, 
class and gender, but of a new thirst for liberation ideas. 
DOBBS STRIKE FOR RESPECT 

At a service road behind the Memphis airport, we 
talked with strikers from Dobbs International, a world
wide catering company that serves airlines. Members of 
Teamsters Local 667, 120 food service, warehouse work
ers, and drivers—nearly all Black—walked off the job 
nine months ago, after the company demanded that old
er women who had worked in Dobbs kitchens for 20 
years or more prove that they could carry 50 pound box
es, drive trucks and load airplanes—or be permanently 
laid off. Dobbs sought to get rid of older workers who 
would draw health and pension benefits, and at the same 
time, bust the union in a strike. 

The union was organized in 1970, in the spurt of labor 
activity which hit the South in the wake of the 1968 
Memphis sanitation workers' strike and the assassina
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King. Soon after the 1993 
strike began, the company brought in scabs to attempt 
to run production. But deliveries continued; Teamster 
officials did not ask drivers to refuse to cross the picket 
line. And a near-total news blackout on the strike has 
not been broken by any significant solidarity actions by 
AFL-CIO unions in the area. 

Despite all the forces lined up against them, the Dobbs 
strikers have high spirits. They have organized them
selves and maintained a picket line 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, ever since the strike began. And they say 
that they are not going back without a contract which 
protects the rights of the older workers. 

Forty miles away, in rural Fayette County, 
Tenn.—one of the ten poorest counties in the 
U.S.—workers at Somerville Mills have been conducting 

(continued on page 10) 

Bosnian editor rejects apartheid solution 
Editor's note: The following consists of excerpts of a 

talk given on Dec. 2 at the University ofQhicago by Mr. 
Kemal Kurspahic, editor in chief of Oslobodew'e (Libera
tion), the only independent daily newspaper now pub
lishing in Sarajevo. 

I would like to start with the so-called "peace" talks 
on Bosnia occurring in Geneva. I consider these talks to 
be blackmail in that they accept division and apartheid 
as the solution for Bosnia. I am sure the partition of the 
country will not bring peace. 

A year-and-a-half ago, when all this fighting started, 
there were not exclusive Serbian, Croatian, or Muslim 
territories on Bosnian soil. We had a variety of different 
ethnic and religious groups sharing the same neighbor
hoods, towns and cities. The only way the Serbs could di
vide the different groups was through terror. 

The mentality of division is the source of the suffering 
of Bosnia and its peoples. It is very sad that the interna
tional community, instead of protecting Bosnia against 
obvious aggression by Serbia and now Croatia, is insist
ing upon an apartheid formula of division for the coun
try. They want to create separate Croatian and Serbian 
states within Bosnia, with a small Muslim state between 
the two. I believe that this will bring another wave of 
suffering and ethnic tension, for there are still many 
towns which would need to be "ethnically cleansed" in 
order to be called Serb or Croat. 

I'm especially fearful of the future of cities like Saraje
vo, which still enjoy a tradition of tolerance and multi
ethnic culture. The resistance to the siege of Sarajevo 
has developed an even higher sense of community and 
solidarity among the different ethnic groups; if it wasn't 
for that solidarity I believe thousands more would have 
died last winter. If anyone has some source of water, 
food, or oil, they share it with their neighbors to help 
them survive, regardless of their ethnicity. 

As against those who talk of centuries of hatred be
tween the different religious and ethnic groups, I would 
say we instead enjoyed centuries of a tradition of toler
ance and living together. As evidence I would mention 
some of the most beautiful buildings in Sarajevo, such as 
the mosques, churches, and synagogues which none 
touched during the first and second world wars, but 
which have now been destroyed. 

When Susan Sontag was in Sarajevo last summer, she 

asked me if hatred between different ethnic groups was 
really always under the surface of this culture of toler
ance. I told her that whatever is happening there now 
was imported and imposed upon the people from the out
side. It was imported first by the idea of Serbian expan
sion through creation of a greater Serbian state. That 
project was not invented in Sarajevo or elsewhere, but 
rather in the Belgrade Academy of Sciences. Second, it 
was imported through the Yugoslav National Army, 
which was the only army on the soil of Bosnia when this 
so-called war broke out. 

I say "so-called," because to have a war you need two 
armies fighting each other. Bosnia had no army when it 
declared independence. Those who organized terror in 
Bosnia, like Karadzic's Serbian Democratic Party, came 
from elsewhere. He and his associates didn't belong to 
this culture of tolerance and living together. 

The partition plan is blackmail. Lord Owen of the Eu
ropean Community has stated that if Bosnia does not ac
cept the partition plan, the UN will withdraw all human
itarian assistance. They want Bosnia to capitulate. It has 
no means to oppose this pressure. If there is partition 
and the islands of multi-ethnicity such as Sarajevo and 
Tuzla are destroyed, then new tensions between the dif
ferent ethnic groups will inevitably arise. I personally be
lieve that it is less costly for the international communi
ty to do what it's supposed to—protect the integrity of 
Bosnia—rather than police an unjust peace for decades" 
to come by imposing apartheid on the country. 

I often ask myself, how can the world be so silent 
when everything the Nazis did—concentration camps, 
mass executions, ethnic cleansing—is now occurring in 
Bosnia? I am in total disbelief. I don't know how long it 
will take, but between the snipers and the absence of hu
manitarian assistance Sarajevo and Bosnia will die un
less there is a change in the position of the international 
community. 

There is still a high spirit in Sarajevo, for the people 
try to defy the situation by refusing to hide out; minutes 
after a shell lands people are walking through the same 
area. You also see the defiance of the people in the way 
they insist on dressing up and going out to the film festi
vals, the musical programs, and other cultural programs 
while the city is under siege. These are several of the 
forms of mental resistance to the death sentence that 
has been imposed on them. 
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'Warrior Marks' slams torturous tradition mis'shut down airline 
by Laurie Cashdan 

Alice Walker and Pratibha Parmar's new documentary 
film, Warrior Marks: Female Genital Mutilation and the 
Sexual Blinding Of Women, and their co-authored book 
by the same name about making the film, jumps into a 
vortex of international debate about feminism, culture, 
nationalism, and revolution. 

Paumar, an Indian filmmaker raised in Kenya and 
Britain, whose work explores issues of race, culture, gay 
and lesbian identity, and feminism, argues that the "fear 
of being labeled cultural imperialists and racists has 
made many women reluctant to say or do anything 
about genital mutilation." (p. 94-95). Warrior Marks 
brings to an international audience the faces and voices 
of African women and ealls for opposition to this tortur
ous practice affecting 100 million. 

[Woman as Reason 
The film documents Alice Walker's journey in early 

1993 to London, Senegal and the Gambia, where she in
terviewed African women working to stop genital mutila
tion, as well as women who continue the practice, includ
ing circumcisors. The harrowing story woven through 
the film and dramatized by a dance, in which a woman 
recounts her experience of circumcision and infibulation, 
comes from Senegalese feminist Awa Thiam's 1986 
book, Black Sisters, Speak Out: Feminism and Oppres
sion in Black Africa. 

Alice Walker also recounts her qwn "patriarchal 
wounding." She was blinded in one eye at eight when 
her older brother fired his air gun at her, and suffered 
from her parents' insensitivity to her pain. I question 
calling this "patriarchal," but Walker and Parmar use it 
to convey their view that genital mutilation should not 
be seen as African barbarism but as an extreme form of 
the patriarchal violence that prevails globally. 

THAT GENITAL MUTILATION has served as a 
tragic pawn within the specific historic context of the di
alectics of revolution and neo-colonialism in Africa since 
World War II emerges most clearly in several interviews 
published fully in the book. 

Efua Dorkenoo, director of an African women's organ
ization in London, comments on Kenyan national libera
tion leader Jomo Kenyatta's historic support of 
clitoridectomy: "Kenyatta was a politician, [and] he real
ized this tradition was a key issue he could use as a poli
tical tool, to mobilize the people against the colonialists. 
And even now we find that in our campaign here, you al
ways have opportunists" (p. 248). 

Others interviewed argue that support for this "an
cient tradition" has recently been connected to Islamic 
fundamentalism. Genital mutilation is widely seen as Is
lamic law, though its practice predates Islam's introduc
tion in Africa. Daniele, who works with the Commission 
for the Abolition of Sexual Mutilation in Senegal, argues 
that although many young Senegalese women are refus
ing sexual mutilation, some communities are starting to 
practice it which never did before. 

AWA THIAM'S COMMENTS are most revealing: 
"I find in some African intellectuals...an indescribable 
dishonesty. They...say that struggling for women's 
rights is something specifically for Western civilization 
and has nothing to do with Africa, the real Africa, tradi
tional and traditionalist Africa. I find that very wrong. 
Liberty concerns all of us, and fighting for universal 
rights is also fighting a universal struggle" (p. 289). 

Thiam's description of excision and infibulation makes 
clear the abusive form of property relations at stake: 
"When you cut off a woman's genitals, when you sew 
them together, when you open them to have sexual rela
tions, when you sew them up again when the husband is 
absent, open the genitals again to allow her to be pen
etrated by her husband, there's no need for explana
tion—everything is clear. You control the woman as you 
control no matter what object, no matter what posses
sion or property" (p. 288). 

The point I see emphasized by these women is not that 
culture and nationality cannot be points of revolutionary 

Oakland, Cal.-On Nov. 16, over 100 students and 
activists gathered at Laney College to demand justice for 
victims of police brutality and neglect. The main target 

-̂  of the protest was Alameda- County District Attorney 
Jack Meehan for refusing to prosecute cases of police 
brutality and violence against women. The Coalition 
Against Selective Prosecution which sponsored the event 
is comprised of women's, civil rights and other groups. 

Korissa Russell, a Black woman who was choked in 
her home by a boyfriend, told of how the police refused 
to gather evidence, and the D.A. refused to press 
charges. After she battled the system, her assailant got a 
small sentence. She said, "It's a crime to kick a dog, but 
it's O.K. to beat a Black woman in her home! We have a 
Black police chief, but he isn't doing a damned thing. 
Black women are going to have to stand up and shout, 
'No, I'm not going to take it anymore!' " 

The father of Jerrold Hall, the young Black man who 
was shot dead in the back of the head by officer Fred 
Crabtree, also spoke at the rally. His son was unarmed 
when he was killed, yet despite public outcry, D A Mee
han refused to press charges against the officer. Mr. Hall 
spoke about Rosa Parks and how the great Montgomery 

unity when fighting domination, but that the perpetua
tion—and even deepening—of "traditions" which repre
sent abusive forms of property relations signal the need 
to revolutionize such relations. 

In Marx's study of pre-capitalist societies in his 
1881-82 Ethnological Notebooks, he highlights this kind 
of drive to revolutionize human relations, including 
"Man/Woman" relations. Pivotal to his analysis were the 
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Recently circumcised girls in Dar Salamay, The Gam
bia (seated), at a coming-out ceremony. 

live human Subjects whose drive to freedom from domi
nation could transform the specific economic and social 
relations. The comments of many women interviewed in 
Warrior Marks represented to me this kind of drive to 
freedom, against both traditional and capitalist social re
lations. 

It is painful to realize that the practice of genital muti
lation continued and perhaps expanded through the 
post-World War II era of African revolutions. However, 
the dialectics of women's liberation and national self-de
termination reveals that a new pathway is already being 
trodden by some very exciting African women. 

German women's strike 
Editor's note: Below we print excerpts from a "First 

Call for a Women's Strike in 1994" which was sent to us 
via Women Living Under Muslim Laws. 

The re-establishment of a greater Germany is taking 
place at the expense of refugees, at the expense of the 
"others," the weak, the poor and at the expense of wom
en. This is why we call for a WOMEN'S STRIKE! 

With this we want to protest against the cutback in 
fundamental rights, against the reduction of social wel
fare benefits and the increasing poverty of women, 
against the pushing back of achieved women's rights, 
against the destruction of environment and against Ger
man military Intervention. In 1975 the women of Iceland 
went on general strike. In 1991 the Swiss women went 
on strike. Now we are striking! This strike will take 
place in the second week of March, 1994 (with March 
8th being International Women's Day). 

We are fed up with 30% less pay than men and will 
fight against the old-boy networks which prevent women 
from rising into well-paid places of work....Stop violence 
and humiliation. Rape is being used as a weapon in war. 
In Germany rape is still not prohibited in marriage. 
Women are subjected daily to sexual harassment because 
men are fighting to maintain their predominance.... 

We want equal rights for immigrants, refugees, non-
white Germans, Gypsies, Jews and that they can live 
here in security and without fear. 

For 'more information contact: Streikkoimitee Koln-
Bonn, Tel.: 0049/228/167609. 

Bus Boycott brought the system to its knees, and should 
be a model for us today. 

A woman from Cop Watch told the crowd about Nina 
Gelfant, who was repeatedly raped in her home by uni
formed police officer Bernard Riley. Even though she 
sued the City of Oakland for over $800,000 and won, the 
D.A. has not prosecuted the officer. 

After these moving testimonials, the crowd marched in 
the street to the Alameda County Court House. On the 
courthouse steps one woman took the microphone and 
told of how she was gang-raped at a fraternity on the UC 
Berkeley campus. Although she wanted to press charges 
and had medical evidence, the D.A. refused, saying they 
couldn't win a date rape case! She still sees her assail
ants walking freely on the campus. 

Many others told stories of police brutality. Black men 
from Laney spoke of being approached by officers with 
their guns drawn. "It could be me one day who is shot 
for no reason," one said, "and that's why we need to 
fight for justice now!" One student brought a large col
lage to the demonstration which tied the incidents in 
Oakland to the Rodney King beating and the killing of 
Malice Green in Detroit. —Julia Jones 

Editor's note: The Association of Professional Flight 
Attendants struck American Airlines on Nov. 18 after 
the company had imposed a wage package, reduced staff
ing, and new contributions to medical and retiree health 
benefits. The strike ended five days later when the com
pany agreed to binding arbitration. We print below the 
thoughts of one flight attendant on the picket line. 

Chicago, ///.'-Ninety-eight percent of flight atten
dants walked out. That day American Airlines was shut 
down. The company thought we couldn't do it and said, 
"The girls will be back." I'm 31 years old. I'm not a girl 
and neither are the flight attendants who are men. Man
agement is really sexist. They think they can just push 
us around because most of us are women. We actually 
surprised ourselves with how strong we are. 

People think we're waitresses on planes; they don't re
alize how much we do. We are concerned with the safety 
of the passengers and ourselves. We have to deal with all 
kinds of medical problems; we all have had first aid 
training. We can be forced to work 14 hours a day with 
five hours of sleep, so god forbid there's an emergency 
and we have to think clearly. 

I've had the equivalent of 150 X-rays in the past year 
from flying. We have no protection from the radiation in 
the atmosphere. American Airlines refuses to test our 
levels. They won't even let us wear badges that can be 
taken off and tested later to check the radiation levels 
we've absorbed. 

The company raised the "reserve" time to 22 years 
(from 10 years) before you get senior status and can bid 
on regular routes. That's a lifetime before you get se
niority! "Reserve" attendants are on call all the time. 
They only give us two hours to get to work after they call 
us, and people have to get ready and find child care. 

We don't get paid for helping passengers get on board, 
helping with the luggage, or sitting time, only for time in 
flight. We can be laid over in Europe for two days and 
they don't give us enough money for food. Now they are 
requiring pre-payment of pension benefits. We want to 
know what the company is doing with all our money. 

Here at O'Hare the ticket agents, who along with the 
sky caps are the only non-union work force at the air
port, are harassing us and treating us like we're their 
enemy instead of management. I don't understand it. 
This country blames labor for everything. And we're not 
the enemy! We like our jobs and want to do them well. 
We need more than five hours of sleep to do that. 
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bell hooks in Detroit 
Detroit, Mich.—Over 300 people, many of them 

young Black women, traveled beyond the boundaries and 
barriers of everyday ideas with bell hooks, who spoke on 
"Race, Gender, Representation: Moving from Pain to 
Power" Oct. 28. Hooks reviewed recent movies dealing 
with race and sexual relationships as a springboard to 
discussing Black feminism as "a commitment to reorga
nizing U.S. society." 

She argued that only in a little-known French film, 
"Momma There's a Man in Your Bed," is there a white 
man who wants to understand the world of the Black 
woman who cleans his office. The more popular movies 
have negative messages. The young, righteous Black 
woman in Menace II Society "succumbs to sex so she' 
can be put in her place. She is a betrayer punished for 
having a mind of her own." 

Hooks reiterated the need to "interrogate the giv
en...Society is so anti-intellectual that Black people have 
turned off critical thinking." Bad as media stereotypes 
are, "what is more scary is that people accept these im
ages and don't talk about their meaning." 

She developed a dynamic concept of a revolutionary 
feminism that confronts "white-supremacist-capitalist-
patriarchy." In contrast to reformist white feminism, 
she argues, revolutionary feminism "should cri
tique...The new generation of writers, like Susan Faludi 
and Naomi Wolf, ignore race....Let women of color 
speak!" Her critique ranged from Anita Hill's politics, 
which she called "never feminist," to Ice Cube's view 
that "Black women have been in cahoots with white 
men." She challenged a "one-dimensional notion of 
Blackness; there is a Black cultural history but no one 
Black identity." 

Her most revolutionary concept was of the relation of 
intellectuals to masses. "I refuse to believe that poor 
people have no ability to develop their minds....We must 
demand that our nation give people freedom to read and 
write—Unemployment must become a space for people to 
develop their own minds. Many Black revolutionaries 
read Marx in prison and became intellectuals." 

Hook's awareness was clear that the intellectual's en
deavor is abstract and incomplete without the masses. 
However, does she see that the masses themselves create 
a form of theory through their experiences? 

The audience continued the dialogue well into the 
night. This kind of exchange of ideas keeps the possibil
ity of revolutionary transformation alive and real. 

—Miriam C. Drew and Susan van Gelder 

Women and students blast police injustice 


