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NAFTA
awakens
U.S. labor

' by Felix Martin, Labor Editor.
NAFTA is called “free trade.” All my life as 2 worker I

.. always thought the capitalists had free trade after they -

“had stolen the laborers’ productlon I can’t figure out
why they call it “free trade,” when all it is is conserva-

tive Republicans and conservative Democrats going fur- -

ther south for lower wages and. tearing down tariffs on

the commodities shipped back to the northern markets.

-7 "Iread a story about a business, Glenn Furniture facto-
.- ry in Huntington Beach, Cal., which closed and moved to

Tijuana, Mexico to exploit the low wages. After being

“'there fora few years, they found -out that the bosses
couldn’t kick the Mexican workers around like they do in

the U.S. The owners thought they would move back to -

Huntington Beach and steal two weeks’ wages owed to
-..the workers.

A LESSON FROM MEXICO -

~-. Trucks were sent to move the machinery out of the

plant on.Saturday while the workers were off for the

weekend. When the truckers entered the plant, they had

-a surprise waiting for them. The Mexican workers were - |
there, sitting on the machines. They told the truckers to -
-.get the hell out, nobody was moving these machines un- . -

- til they got thelr two weeks’ pay. After a month or so of
guarding the machinery but not, getting their pay, the
workers sold the machinery for $250 000 and divided up

" the money.

There could be a lesson for U.S. workers to learn from

'vthe Mexlcan workers. We are forced to work for these

thieves every day. In 1936 the workers sat down in Gen-
- “eral Motors’ plants and took them back. Really they are

stolen’ property anyway—laborers’ dead labor. But when
John L. Lewis sat down to negotiate that first contract;
he gave the company back to the stockholders.

' (continued on page 3)

Crises
tes-ting.
Afrlca s Left

by Lou Turner

- Editor’s note: This month Iam turning over my col-
umn to Ba Karang, an Aftican Marxist Humanist, whose
- “commentary on the African Left comes at a time when
on-the one hand,»Africa is experiencing the most violent

the other, when the African. Left is debating the f'ate of
socialism in Africa.

‘Whether the present situation in Afnca will result in &
more democratic atmosphere in the political life of the
continent is-doubtful. The refusal of the generals in Ni-
geria to hand over power after the June elections, and
General Sani Abacha’s November 17 coup against the ci-
vilian puppet. government of Ernest Shonekan set up by

- Gen. Babangida, is supporting evidence of this. The re-
“turn of the generals in Burundi is further evidence.

In Zambia, President Frederick Chiluba, a former
‘trade union leader, betrayed the most successful pro-
democratic movement. In Ghana, the opportunism of the

. pro-democratic parties made it easy for President Rawl—
- ings to emerge as the victor of the elections.

’ DEMOCRACY RUN AGROUND ’ 7
From ‘one country to- amother, pro-democratic -politi-

_cians have betrayed the masses.-What will come out of -
' the tense situation in Zaire, or Giunea-Bissau, or South
"~ Africa 'will not be any different. g

: Perhaps the most frustrating situation is the absence

~of the Left in this great historical movement the conti-
_nent is witnessing. And where it is present, it becomes
unreliable by tailing behind the rhetoric of constitution-
alism, Although the Left is in charge of the leadership of

« these pro-democratic movements, will it guarantee a -

more democratic situation for the masses? Is there any
proof that the Left has taken account of its past 1deolog1—
cal standpoints?

In Mozambique, the leaderslup is more concerned with -
- drawing ‘a clear line of separation’ from its ‘so-called

Marxxst past to satisfy the IMF (International Monetary :

(contimled on-page 9)

Struggles of lahor, Blacks, women
~emerge ina changlng South

~ by Michael Flug

--The hidden d1mensmns of new, often unreported,
struggles now -erupting in the ‘“‘changed South” of the
1990s were everywhere in evidence on‘a trip Lou Turner
and I recently took to Mississippi and Tennessee. Nearly
30 years after the high tide of the Civil nghts Movemen
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Workers on stnke against Dobbs International at
Memphis airport symbolize- the . growth of indus-
try—and revolt—m the 1990s South.

‘swept the region, the turmoil spinning off the accelerat-

ed and highly uneven industrial and commercial develop-

" ment has resulted in a collision between the old reality of -

the South and its sharp new dualities. In discussions
with workers, - students- and - civil nghts activists, we.
heard not only of ongoing struggles on issues of race,

" clasgs and gender, but of a new thirst for llberatlon ideas.

DOBBS STRIKE FOR RESPECT
At a service road behind the Memphis alrport we

ytalked with strikers from Dobbs International, a world:

wide catering company that serves airlines. Members of
Teamsters Local 667, 120 food service, warehouse work-
ers, and drivers—nearly all Black—walked off the job
nine months ago, after the company demanded that old- -

-er women who had worked in Dobbs kitchens for 20

years or more prove that they could carry 50 pound box-
es, drive trucks and load airplanes—or be permanently

‘laid off. Dobbs sought to get rid of older  workers who
- would draw health and pension beneﬁts, and at the same

time, bust the union in a strike. ,
-The union was organized-in 1970, in the spurt of labor

‘ :actmty which hit the South in the wake of the 1968
Memphis sanitation workers’ strike and the assassina--
" tion of Dr. Martin Luther King. Soon after the 1993

strike began, the company brought in scabs to attempt’

‘to run production. But deliveries continued; Teamster

officials did not ask drivers-to refuse to cross the picket

| -line. And a -near-total news blackout on the strike has

not been broken by any mgmﬁcant solidarity actions by
AFL CIO unions in thearea. - .
Despite all the forces lined up against them the Dobbs

strikers have high spirits. They have organized them-
_selves and maintained a picket line 24 hours a day, 7

days a week, ever since the strike began. And they say

~ that they are not going back without a contract which ‘

protects the rights of the older workers,

Forty miles away, - in rural - Fayette County,
Tenn.—one -of  the ‘ten poorest counties in the
U.S.—workers at Somerville Mills have been conducting

(continued on page 10)

‘Bosnian editor re/ects apartheld solutlon

_Editor’s note: The fol]owmg_ cons1sts o.f' excerpts of a
talk given on Dec. 2 at the University of Chicago by Mr.

Kemal Kurspahic, editor in chief of Oslobodenje (Libera-

tion), the only .independent da.lly newspaper now pub-

- lishing in Sarajevo.

I would hke to start w1th the so-called “peace” talks

" on Bosnia occurrmg in Geneva. I consider these talks to

be blackmail in that they dccept division and apartheid

as the solution for Bosnia. I am sure the partition of the.

- contradictions in its post-mdependence history, and on - country will not bring peace.

A year-and-a-half ago, when all thiS ﬁghtmg started,

there were not exclusive Serbian, Croatiar, or Muslim
territories on Bosnian soil. We had a variety of different -
‘ethnic and religious groups sharing the same neighbor-
“hoods, towns and cities. The only way the Serbs.could di- .

vide the different groups was through terror.
" ‘The mentality of division is the source of the suffering

of Bosnia and its peoples. It is very sad that the interna- |
“tional commumty, instead of protecting Bosnia against -
obvious aggression by Serbia and now Croatis, is insist--
ing upon an apartheid formula of division for the coun- ,
try. They want to create separate Croatian and Serbian -
" states within Bosnia, with a small Muslim state between

the two. I believe that this-will .bring another wave of

suffering and ethni¢ tension, for there are still many

towns which would need to be “ethmcally cleansed” i
order to be called Serb or Croat. .~

vo, which still enjoy a tradition of tolerance and multi-

ethnic culture, The resistance to the siege of Sarajevo
" has developed an even higher sense of community and -
‘solidarity among the different ethnic groups; if it wasn’t -
. for that sohdamty I believe thousands more would have -
- "died. last. winter. If ‘anyone has some source of water,

food, or oil, they share it with their’ nelghbors to help

_-them gurvive, regardless of their ethnicity.

As against those who talk of centuries of hatred be-,
-tween the different religious and ethnic groups, I would
—say we instead enjoyed centuries of a tradition of toler- .

ance and living ‘together. As evidence I would mention

- some of the most beautiful buildings in Sarajevo, such as -
the mosques, churches, and synagogues’ which none -
touched ‘during the first and second world wars, butk ,

" which have now been destroyed

When Susan Sontag was in SaraJevo last summer, she

asked me if hatred between dlﬁ'erent ethnic .groups was

“really always under the surface of this culture of toler-

ance: I told her that whatever is happening there now
was imported and imposed upon the people from the out-
side. It was imported first by the idea of Serbian expan-
sion ‘through creation of a greater Serbian state. That
project was not invented in-Sargjevo or elsewhere, but
rather in the Belgrade Academy of Sciences. Second, it
was imported through the Yugoslav  National Army,
which was the only army on the soil of Bosnia when th1s
so-called war broke out.’

- Isay “so-called,”” because to have a war you need two

- armies fighting each other. Bosnia had no army when it

declared independence. Those who organized terror .in
Bosnia, like Karadzic’s Serbian Democratic Party, came

from elsewhere. He and his associates didn’t belong to |

+this culture of tolerance and living together. .

The partition plan is blackmail. Lord Owen of the Eu-
ropean Community has stated that if Bosnia does not ac-
cept the partition plan; the UN will withdraw all human-

. itarian assistance. They want Bosnia to capltulate It has

no means to oppose this pressure. If there is partition

" and the islands of multi-ethnicity such as Sarajevo and
. ‘Tuzla are destroyed, then new tensions between the dif-

ferent ethnic groups will inevitably arise: I personally be-
lieve that it is less costly for the international communi-
ty to do what it’s supposed to—protect the integrity of

: - Bosnia—rather than police an unjust peace for decades™
- P'm especially fearful of the future of cities hke Saraje- .

‘to come by imposing apartheid on the country.

T often ask myself, how can the world be so s1lentﬂ
when -everything the Nazis did—concentration camps,
mass executlons, ethnic’ cleansing—is now occurring in -
‘Bosnia? I am in total disbelief. I don’t know how long it

‘will take, but between the snipers and the absence of hu-

manitarian assistance Sarajevo and Bosnia will die un-

- less there is a change in the posxtlon of the 1nternat10nal :

commumty

There. is still- a high spxnt in Sarajevo, for the people .
try to defy the situation by refusing to hide out; minutes
after a shell lands people are walking through the same
area. You also see the defiance of the people in the way
‘they insist on dressing up and going out to the film festi-
vals, the musical progr@s, and other cultural programs
while the city is under siege. These are several of the
forms of mental resistance to the death sentence that

* has been 1mposed on them,







