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What is the
basis for
solidarity?

by B. Ann Lastelle

One union in Ilinois, Allied Industrial Workers Local
837, its members locked out by A.E. Staley Manufactur-
ing since June, has worked hard to develop something
relatively rare these days: labor solidarity. It spearhead-
ed a coalition including striking miners, United Auto
Workers (UAW) members working without a contract at
Caterpillar, locked-out utility workers and municipal em-
ployees struggling to negotiate their first contract.

Local 837 members have traveled throughout the Mid-
west to speak to unions and other organizations, raise
funds and form support groups. They have gone door to
door in their own community, Decatur. A particularly
close relationship has developed between Local 837 and
Caterpillar workers in Decatur, who have donated thou-
sands of dollars at monthly plant gate collections.

WHY STRUGGLES ISOLATED?

Why, desplte these efforts to connect struggles, do
workers remain so isolated from each other? A striking
miner speaking at an October labor rally in Chlcago said,
“We sometimes look around and wonder, ‘Are we in this
alone?’” During the three-day Caterpillar strike in No-
vember, a strike headquarters near Peoria, Ill., was plas-
tered with “UAW members only” stickers. Workers on
. the picket line had “never heard” of the labor solidarity

rally the weekend before in Decatur, only 75 miles away.
Not only scabs, but truck drivers and raiiroad workers,
eross the picket lines at Staley.

" There is much talk in the Chicago-area Staley Workers
Solidarity Committee of building a “resurgent labor
movement.” How can we?—especially since the percent-
age of unionized workers has fallen to levels not seen
since before the CIO, and inner city Blacks and Latinos
are wrtually excluded from production. The Staley work-:
ers, miners and Cat workers are certainly militant

' (continued on page 3)

Lenin and
the Black
dimension

by Lou Turner

On the eve of Black History Month, the 70th anniver-
sary of the death of Vladimir Lenin this January pro-

. vides a fresh opportunity to recover from the rubble of -
collapsed “Communism” that part of his legacy that in-
tersects the revolutionary Black dimension.

Lenin’s theoretical legacy intersects the Black dimen-
sion at two significant points. The first is on the national
question, partlcularly as it was spelled out in his time as
the “Negro question,” meaning Black masses in motion.

‘Radical Black thought as it was articulated by such lead- '

ers and intellectuals as Marcus Garvey, W.E.B. DuBois,

Claude McKay, and a little-known. founder of African- -

American Marxism, Lovett Fort-Whiteman, constitutes
the second coordinate.

In the same year, 1915, that he compiled his volumi-
nous “Notebooks on Imperialism,” meticulously identi-
fying the many and disparate national movements in the

_ -Third World, from Persia and Mexico to the fraternity
*. between the Movement of Young Egypt and the Irish na-
- _tionalist movement, to the Nama-Herero wars against

"German imperialism in Namibia, Lenin also wrote an ex-
tensive study on ‘“New Data on the Laws Governing the
Development of Capitalism in Agriculture” in America.

Lenin, in the latter study, observed that far from the

semi-feudal character of labor relations in southern agri-
culture constituting the sole determinant of the post-Re-
construction period, the fact that Blacks owned 14.5 % of
the farms in the U.S., according to the 1910 census, re-
vealed to what extent ‘“The Negro urge to emancipation
~ from the ‘plantation owners’ half a century after the
‘victory’ over the slave-owners is still marked by an ex-
ceptional intensity.”
.. The year 1915 was also the year that DuBois wrote his
incisive essay on the African roots of World War I. Only
a year earlier, several weeks after the outbreak of World
War I, Marcus Garvey and Amy Ashwood Garvey had
founded the UNIA (Universal Negro Improvement Asso-

1, Lenm, Collected Works 22 p. 92:
(continned on page 8)

Decaymg state of the nation

by Olga Domanski
The one-worldedness of the abysmal economic and so-

- cial crises plaguing us, as 1994 begins, was brought into .

sharp focus by the way Bill Clinton wound up his first
year in power—takmg a trip to Europe during which he
could not for one minute take his eyes off his problems
at home. On his very first day home from his European
trip, Clinton took the occasion of the Jan. 17 celebration
of Martin Luther King’s birthday to claim, in a speech at
Howard University, that Dr. King would have supported

what he accomplished in Europe for ‘‘peace, democracy

and freedom.” Nothing could be further from the truth

EIGHT DAYS THAT DID NOT SHAKE THE
WORLD

The eight-day trip to Brussels, Prague, Moscow, Minsk
and Geneva had been designed to cast Clinton as a
statesman and the U.S. as some sort of stabilizing force
for a Europe in deep economic, political and social crisis.
It was planned long before the Dec. 12 Russian elections,
in which the virulent anti-Semitic and neo-fascist, Viadi-
mir Zhirinovsky, won no less than 25% of the vote, ex-
posing both how deep that crisis has grown and what it
reflects of the dangers of a new kind of fascism arising in
the world today.

In the face of that, whether or not the trip could be

cast as a success in terms of furthering “ peace, democra-
cy and freedom” can hardly be measured in terms of the
personality ratings his charm and performances at
‘events such as the televised ‘‘town meeting” in Russia
achieved, but has to begin with what the first of the

.trip’s “summits,” the meeting with 16 other heads of
_state who are members of NATO, revealed.

Whether it was offering the worried East European

countries anxious to join NATO only “Partnerships for

Peace’” (and then selling it to them in Prague like a car
salesman)—or whether it was making only one more to-

tally empty “‘threat” of force against a Serbia driving to. -

exterminate Bosnia——the total ambivalence that perme-

‘ated every question taken up underlined what the out-
right genocide permitted in Bosnia had already exposed: -
that NATO, like all the political structures that defined

the post-World War II world, is no more than a “carcass
of dead policies.”* , :

* For an analysis of the economic, political and ideological crisis

confronting the world since the collapse of Communism, see our

" Draft Perspectives Thegis for 1993-94, in the August-September

1993 issue of N&L.

Phoenix march on Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.

As for the success of the demilitarization reached at
the Moscow “‘summit,” Ukrainian President Leonid

" Kravchuk’s agreement to de-nuclearize the Ukrainian

arsenal was immediately and loudly opposed by a large
section of the Ukrainian parliament, which is needed for
ratification; while even Clinton acknowledged that it
would take only 15 seconds to reposition the missiles he
and Boris Yeltsin agreed to stop pomtmg at each other.
It is the crisis within Russia itself, since the collapse of
what called itself Communism, for which Clinton had
absolutely nothing to offer. Even in the aftermath of
Zhirinovksy’s shocking electoral victory, there had been

See “Where is Russia going?”’ page 5

only a momentery reversal in the West’s demand that no
financial help would be: forthcoming until even more
painful economic reforms were instituted.

HOW ARE WE DOING AT HOME?

. The truth is, however, that from the beginning, de-
spite the need Clinton felt to demonstrate his world
“‘statesmanship,” it was the state of his own nation right
at home that was uppermost in his ‘mind, as his first
year in office was coming to an end. As he put it in his
Howard University address to a predominantly Black au-
dience: ““As I come home on this Martin Luther King
Day from a trip that fought for democracy and economic
progress and secunty, 1 have to ask myself, ‘How are we

(continned on page 10)

Chnapas msurrectlon opens 1994

Zapatista rebels in Chiapas, Mexico.
We are a product of 500 years of struggle: first

’,den(:e against Spain led by insurgents,’ then to avoid -

then to promulgate our. constitution and expel the
French empire from our soil, and later the dictator-
ship of Porfirio Diaz denied us the just application of
the Reform laws and the people rebelled and leaders
like Villa and Zapata emerged, poor men just like us.
We have been denied the most elemental prepara-
tion so they can use us as cannon fodder and pillage
the wealth of our country. They don't care that we
- have nothing, absolutely nothing, not even a roof
over our heads, no land, no work, no health care, no
food nor education. Nor are we able to freely and
democratically -elect our political representatives,
nor is there independence from foreigners, nor is

there peace or justice for ourselves and our children.
‘But today, we say ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. We

-are'the mhentors of the true builders of our nation.
: -From the:Declaration of the
Zapatxsta National Liberation Army

against slavery, then during the War of Indepen- |

“being absorbed, by . North American , imperialism;

Women i m the revolt

Mexico City—On Jan. 1 women in Mexico were sur-
prised by news of the revolt of indigenous women in
Chiapas. According to the Zapatista National Liberation
Army, the time has come to say enough to 500 years of
exploitation and some 70 years of represswe government
control and neoliberal exploitative economic policies: ]

~Eyewitnesses to the capture of San Cristobal confirm
there were about 1,500 Zapatistas, about a third of them
women. There are women leaders, and women ages

' 15 20 have died.

In Chiapas, the vast wealth of natural resources con-
trasts to the great poverty of most of its people. Among-
590,000 dwellings, one third have only one room where

* five or more people live. Three out of five households

cook with wood or coal.

On the other hand, PEMEX [the state-owned petrole-
um industry] siphons off 92,000 barrels of crude oil each
day from Chiapas; and extracts 516 million cubic feet of

More on Chiapason page 9

_natural gas each year. One fifth of the nation’s petrole-

um production is taken out of this state.

Almost 60% of school age- children do not attend
school. Illiteracy in Chiapas is higt The causes of death;
‘especially in the indigenous communities, are from- cur-
able diseases which killed 15,000 people in 1992.

Chiapas is basically an agricultural state which lags
way behind on the social scale due to extreme wide-
spread poverty and racial discrimination. In this setting, .
women undertake their traditional domestic -roles in
primitive conditions which cause them to have to work
16-18 hours a day carrying water and gathering fire-
wood, grinding corn, caring for animals; venturing out to
sell small amounts of produce, making long trips to find
something to eat and on many occasions, helping their
men during harvest. Their cultural traditions still in-
volve arranged marriages, educating girls to obey and
serve. Illiteracy among women is twice that of men, and

‘ very young girls help their mothers take care of their

(continned on page 2)






