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What is the 
basis for 
solidarity? 

by B. Ann Lastelle 
One union in Illinois, Allied Industrial Workers Local 

837, its members locked out by AE. Staley Manufactur­
ing since June, has worked hard to develop something 
relatively rare these days: labor solidarity. It spearhead­
ed a coalition including striking miners, United Auto 
Workers (UAW) members working without a contract at 
Caterpillar, locked-out utility workers and municipal em­
ployees struggling to negotiate their first contract. 

Local 837 members have traveled throughout the Mid­
west to speak to unions and other organizations, raise 
funds and form support groups. They have gone door to 
door in their own community, Decatur. A particularly 
close relationship has developed between Local 837 and 
Caterpillar workers in Decatur, who have donated thou­
sands of dollars at monthly plant gate collections. 
WHY STRUGGLES ISOLATED? 

Why, despite these efforts to connect struggles, do 
workers remain so isolated from each other? A striking 
miner speaking at an October labor rally in Chicago said, 
"We sometimes look around and wonder, 'Are we in this 
alone?'" During the three-day Caterpillar strike in No­
vember, a strike headquarters near Peoria, 111., was plas­
tered with "UAW members only" stickers. Workers on 
the picket line had "never heard" of the labor solidarity 
rally the weekend before in Decatur, only 75 miles away. 
Not only scabs, but truck drivers and railroad workers, 
cross the picket lines at Staley. 

There is much talk in the Chicago-area Staley Workers 
Solidarity Committee of building a "resurgent labor 
movement." How can we?—especially since the percent­
age of unionized workers has fallen to levels not seen 
since before the CIO, and inner city Blacks and Latinos 
are virtually excluded from production. The Staley work­
ers, miners and Cat workers are certainly militant 

(continued on page 3) 

Black World 

Lenin and 
the Black 
dimension 

by Lou Turner 
On the eve of Black History Month, the 70th anniver­

sary of the death of Vladimir Lenin this January pro­
vides a fresh opportunity to recover from the rubble of 
collapsed "Communism" that part of his legacy that in­
tersects the revolutionary Black dimension. 

Lenin's theoretical legacy intersects the Black dimen­
sion at two significant points. The first is on the national 
question, particularly as it was spelled out in his time as 
the "Negro question," meaning Black masses in motion. 
Radical Black thought as it was articulated by such lead­
ers and intellectuals as Marcus Garvey, W.E.B. DuBois, 
Claude McKay, and a little-known founder of African-
American Marxism, Lovett Fort-Whiteman, constitutes 
the second coordinate. 

In the same year, 1915, that he compiled his volumi­
nous "Notebooks on Imperialism," meticulously identi­
fying the many and disparate national movements in the 
Third World, from Persia and Mexico to the fraternity 
between the Movement of Young Egypt and the Irish na­
tionalist movement, to the NamaTHerero wars against 
German imperialism in Namibia, Lenin also wrote an ex­
tensive study on "New Data on the Laws Governing the 
Development of Capitalism in Agriculture" in America. 
Lenin, in the latter study, observed that far from the 
semi-feudal character of labor relations in southern agri­
culture constituting the sole determinant of the post-Re­
construction period, the fact that Blacky owned 14.5 % of 
the farms in the U.S., according to the 1910 census, re­
vealed to what extent "The Negro urge to emancipation 
from the 'plantation owners' half a century after the 
'victory' over the slave-owners is still marked by an ex­
ceptional intensity."1 

The year 1915 was also the year that DuBois wrote his 
incisive essay on the African roots of World War I. Only 
a year earlier, several weeks after the outbreak of World 
War I, Marcus Garvey and Amy Ashwood Garvey had 
founded the UNIA (Universal Negro Improvement Asso-

Decaying state of the nation 
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by Olga Domanski 
The one-worldedness of the abysmal economic and so­

cial crises plaguing us, as 1994 begins, was brought into 
sharp focus by the way Bill Clinton wound up his first 
year in power—taking a trip to Europe during which he 
could not for one minute take his eyes off his problems 
at home. On his very first day home from his European 
trip, Clinton took the occasion of the Jan. 17 celebration 
of Martin Luther King's birthday to claim, in a speech at 
Howard University, that Dr. King would have supported s •$? fijf „•- rfj J j « : ^ 
what he accomplished in Europe for "peace, democracy } . 1* JPj , pSfiJ " ... -.f 
and freedom." Nothing could be further from the truth. i * - i l ft I , * Jl£*.* 

EIGHT DAYS THAT DD3 NOT SHAKE THE 
WORLD 

The eight-day trip to Brussels, Prague, Moscow, Minsk 
and Geneva had been designed to cast Clinton as a 
statesman and the U.S. as some sort of stabilizing force 
for a Europe in deep economic, political and social crisis. 
It was planned long before the Dec. 12 Russian elections, 
in which the virulent anti-Semitic and neo-fascist, Vladi­
mir Zhirinovsky, won no less than 25% of the vote, ex­
posing both how deep that crisis has grown and what it 
reflects of the dangers of a new kind of fascism arising in 
the world today. 

In the face of that, whether or not the trip could be 
cast as a success in terms of furthering "peace, democra­
cy and freedom" can hardly be measured in terms of the 
personality ratings his charm and performances at 
events such as the televised "town meeting" in Russia 
achieved, but has to begin with what the first of the 
trip's "summits," the meeting with 16 other heads of 
state who are members of NATO, revealed. 

Whether it was offering the worried East European 
countries anxious to join NATO only "Partnerships for 
Peace" (and then selling it to them in Prague like a car 
salesman)—or whether it was making only one more to­
tally empty "threat" of force against a Serbia driving to 
exterminate Bosnia—the total ambivalence that perme­
ated every question taken up underlined what the out­
right genocide permitted in Bosnia had already exposed: 
that NATO, like all the political structures that defined 
the post-World War II world, is no more than a "carcass 
of dead policies."* 

* For an analysis of the economic, political and ideological crisis 
confronting the world since the collapse of Communism, see our 
Draft Perspectives Thesis for 1993-94, in the August-September 
1993 issue of N&L. 
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Phoenix march on Martin Luther King Jr. 's birthday. 

As for the success of the demilitarization reached at 
the Moscow "summit," Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk's agreement to de-nuclearize the Ukrainian 
arsenal was immediately and loudly opposed by a large 
section of the Ukrainian parliament, which is needed for 
ratification; while even Clinton acknowledged that it 
would take only 15 seconds to reposition the missiles he 
and Boris Yeltsin agreed to stop pointing at each other. 

It is the crisis within Russia itself, since the collapse of 
what called itself Communism, for which Clinton had 
absolutely nothing to offer. Even in the aftermath of 
Zhirinovksy's shocking electoral victory, there had been 

See "Where is Russia going?" page 5 

only a momentary reversal in the West's demand that no 
financial help would be forthcoming until even more 
painful economic reforms were instituted. 
HOW ARE WE DOING AT HOME? 

The truth is, however, that from the beginning, de­
spite the need Clinton felt to demonstrate his world 
"statesmanship," it was the state of his own nation right 
at home that was uppermost in his mind, as his first 
year in office was coming to an end. As he put it in his 
Howard University address to a predominantly Black au­
dience: "As I come home on this Martin Luther King 
Day from a trip that fought for democracy and economic 
progress and security, I have to ask myself, 'How are we 

(continued on page 10) 

Chiapas insurrection opens 1994 

1. Lenin, Collected Works 22, p. 92. 
(continued on page 8) 

Zapatista rebels in Chiapas, Mexico. 

We are a product of 500 years of struggle: first 
against slavery, then during the War of Indepen­
dence against. Spain led by insurgents, then to avoid 
being absorbed, by North American. imperialism, 
then to promulgate our constitution and expel the 
French empire from our soil, and later the dictator­
ship of Porfirio Diaz denied us the just application of 
the Reform laws and the people rebelled and leaders 
like Villa and Zapata emerged, poor men just like us. 

We have been denied the most elemental prepara­
tion so they can use us as cannon fodder and pillage 
the wealth of our country. They don't care that we 
have nothing, absolutely nothing, not even a roof 
over our heads, no land, no work, no health care, no 
food nor education. Nor are we able to freely and 
democratically elect our political representatives, 
nor is there independence from foreigners, nor is 
there peace or justice for ourselves and our children. 

But today, we say ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. We 
are the inheritors of the true builders of our nation. 

From the Declaration of the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army 

Women in the revolt 
Mexico City— On Jan. 1 women in Mexico were sur­

prised by news of the revolt of indigenous women in 
Chiapas. According to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army, the time has come to say enough to 500 years of 
exploitation and some 70 years of repressive government 
control and neoliberal exploitative economic policies. 

Eyewitnesses to the capture of San Cristobal confirm 
there were about 1,500 Zapatistas, about a third of them 
women. There are women leaders, and women ages 
15-20 have died. 

In Chiapas, the vast wealth of natural resources con­
trasts to the great poverty of most of its people. Among 
590,000 dwellings, one third have only one room where 
five or more people live. Three out of five households 
cook with wood or coal. 

On the other hand, PEMEX [the state-owned petrole­
um industry] siphons off 92,000 barrels of crude oil each 
day from Chiapas, and extracts 516 million cubic feet of 

More on Chiapas on page 9 
natural gas each year. One fifth of the nation's petrole­
um production is taken out of this state. 

Almost 60% of school age children do not attend 
school. Illiteracy in Chiapas is higr The causes of death, 
especially in the indigenous communities, are from cur­
able diseases which killed 15,000 people in 1992. 

Chiapas is basically ah agricultural state which lags 
way behind on the social scale due to extreme wide­
spread poverty and racial discrimination. In this setting, 
women undertake their traditional domestic roles in 
primitive conditions which cause them to have to work 
16-18 hours a day carrying water and gathering fire­
wood, grinding corn, caring for animals; venturing out to 
sell small amounts of produce, making long trips to find 
something to eat and on many occasions, helping their 
men during harvest. Their cultural traditions still in­
volve arranged marriages, educating girls to obey and 
serve. Illiteracy among women is twice that of men, and 
very young girls help their mothers take care of their 

(continued on page 2) 
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Black women's conference draws 2000 
by Diane Lee 

Over 2,000 Black women scholars and activists attend­
ed the Massachusetts Institute of Technology conference 
called "Black Women in the Academy: Defending Our 
Name, 1894-1994," in Cambridge, Jan. 13-15. The idea 
for the title came from the events at the Columbian 
World Exposition in Chicago in 1893, where Black men 
and women were denied full representation. However, as 
Robin Kilson, one of the organizers, said, the idea for the 
conference was born in the kitchen of Black feminist 
theorist Nellie McKay in discussing the need for women 
of color to have a space of their own where "our work 
could be presented in loud and ringing tones.' 

Woman as Reason 
It was very exciting to see women present from as far 

away as the Netherlands and the Caribbean along with 
African-American women from a multitude of universi­
ties and fields of study. 

Emily, a young Black feminist from Chicago, spoke to 
us about the conference: "I was impressed by the range 
of different types of women there and of the desire to ex­
pand what the academy is to include all kinds of people. I 
saw a push to break down the walls between the acade­
my and the community. In one workshop, after a woman 
asked for financial help for a Black independent school 
she works for, $900 was raised." 

The conference had three major plenary sessions with 
Lani Guinier, Johnetta Cole and Angela Davis as key­
note speakers, along with 61 workshops. 

What was moving about the first plenary was that it 
gave Lani Guinier a platform to present her views. She 
spoke with biting sarcasm and wit about her experience 
of being asked by Clinton to be Assistant Attorney Gen­
eral for Civil Rights. She compared it to Alice in Won­
derland where things got "curiouser and curiouser." "I 
came to represent America's worst fears about race. I 
was outside the mainstream of polite society. I was said 
to be Clinton's quota queen. Like Alice, my original ideas 
were never to emerge." 

Nevertheless, Guinier is caught in the contradiction of 
clinging to the notion that democracy really exists in the 
U.S. for Black people, while encouraging everyone to 
write to Clinton to demand a new Kerner Commission 
Report. This contradiction set the tone for much of the 
discussion. It is not unrelated to a kind of careerism 
which saw many women at the plenary introducing 
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Chiapas women revolt 
(continued from page 1) 

brothers. With married couples, the woman has to serve 
the owners on coffee plantations alongside the man who 
is exploited as a worker. 

The Mexican government's immediate response to the 
peoples' suffering has been the arrival of thousands of 
soldiers in the area and the bombardment of villages. 
While President Salinas spoke of a truce on Jan. 12, it 
was a lie whenever they came across Zapatista fighters. 
To this we add the army's abuses: summary executions, 
jailing innocent people, kidnapping, robbery, and seizing 
the leaders of indigenous peasant organizations. 

This type of desperate armed uprising is not unusual 
in Chiapas. Since 1712 there have been records of revolts 
by the Tzeltal people who fought to maintain their own 
religion against that of the colonizers, and we have 
found women played a central role in this struggle. It 
was started that year by a young woman named Maria 
Candelaria, and in 1868 Agustina Gomez Checheo in 
Chamulas said that the voice of God spoke to her 
through the stones of Chiapas. The social protest by 
thousands of Indians was organized around what these 
women began. 

The Mexican Revolution of 1910 never came to 
Chiapas because the landowners stopped it. Again in 
1974 and 1980 there were many repressive acts carried 
out on small ejidos: houses burned, jailings, leaders were 
tortured. One well-known event involved the massacre 
and burning of houses in the Tzeltal community of 
Wolochan in 1980. The people were protesting over land 
rights and the caciques called in the army to put them 
down. The most recent group of governors, one of them 
a military man, have carried out a systematic repression, 
aided by the army and their, own police called, White 
Guards. , ". " 

Since the events of 1974 and 1980, the participation of 
indigenous women has been more apparent and defined. 
They have begun to join the men in the struggle for land 
now that the women and peasants have formed many or­
ganizations to fight for their rights. 

Indigenous women's organizations have been operat­
ing for a decade. Some of these organizations no longer 
exist because of the classic conflict which men devise 
whenever they're confronted with the ideological pro­
gress of women. But the hope for change has not ended 
in spite of these failures. Instead it has tended to lead to 
development. Surely this growth on the part of indig­
enous women has demanded creativity, as much in the 
kinds of demands they have raised concerning the prob­
lems of survival as in the forms of organization. Women 
have joined in supporting the demands of their male 
comrades and, little by little, this has evolved to help in 
understanding the problems they identify as women, and 
has expanded their perspective in seeing that gender 
conflicts historically have shaped all social relations. 
—Women for Dialogue, Network for Latin American 

Popular Education Among Women 

themselves by stating their university and degree they 
have or are attaining. 

Although the vast multidimensionality of the confer­
ence cannot be covered here, several workshops illus­
trate how seriously many of the participants sought to 
combine thought and reality. 

At one workshop called "The Truth of Our Lives: 
Black Women's Narratives as Primary Knowledge 
Sources," Lucille Fultz spoke about Toni Morrison's 
uses of history. She constructs narrative lives, not fic­
tionalized histories. Morrison's work, she said, "is where 

(continued on page 8) 

Black Women 

in the Academy: 

Defending Our Name, 

[ Women's Writes 
Women in Black newsletter, P.O. Box 6360 Jerusalem, 

Israel 91060, $20 subscription, is put out by Israeli 
Women who stand vigils each week calling for an end to 
the occupation. It carries news from Women in Black in 
Germany and Belgrade, as well as "Letters from Around 
the Globe." Issue No. 6 carried lively responses to a 
study: "Why has the Israeli Women in Black vigil perse­
vered over five years?" Maya Rosenfeld critiques the re­
port for "the absence of all mention of the intifada." Is­
sue No. 6 also published a critique of the Israeli peace 
movement by Simona Sharoni: "Excluded from the lead­
ership, women were prevented from offering, as femi­
nists, radical challenges to the rhetoric of 'national secu­
rity.' " —Terry Moon 

* * * 

Katie Roiphe's The Morning After: Sex, Fear, and 
Feminism on Campus uses the same sexist arguments 
we are bombarded with daily. She twists everything , 
claiming she is for freedom, while the movement is push­
ing women backwards; by recognizing our victimization, 
we create its reality. We don't have a rape crisis, we have 
a "sexual identity crisis," a fear of "broken rules." She 
is for "strong individuals." There should be no Take 
Back the Night marches, no date rape prevention. 

She rejects Women's Liberation: "Once you...include 
everyone's everyday experience, identifying sexual ha­
rassment becomes a way of interpreting the social tex­
ture of daily life, instead of isolating individual 
events....[It] becomes a way of seeing the world." (p.100). 
Roiphe is trying to push us back to days prior to "the 
personal is political." —Sonia Bergonzi 

Letter from Mauritius 
We are writing to keep you informed about a serious 

attack on freedom of expression on a women's issue in 
Mauritius. On Dec. 3, Lindsey Collen, a member of 
Muvman Liberasyon Fam, launched her second novel, 
The Rape of Sita. It is about sexual violence against 
women and women's rights in general. Muvman 
Liberasyon Fam has a long experience of having to op­
pose anti-women fundamentalist moves on the questions 
of marriage laws and legalization of abortion. 

The Hindu Council objected violently to the title, say­
ing it represented an outrage against the Hindu religion. 
They had not even bothered to read it. The problem 
comes from the fact that Sita is a very common woman's 
name here, as well as the name of the character in the 
Ramayana that symbolizes purity and virtue. The funda-
mentalistsconsider women's virtue tainted by rape. 

Lindsey Collen started receiving threats of violence by 
anonymous telephone calls'. On Dec. 7,'the Prime Minis­
ter under pressure from Hindu fundamentalists made a' 
statement intheNational'Assembly declaring the book 
an "outrage against public and "religious morality," and 
went so far as to say the book was "blasphemous." He 
had not read it, but had "glanced" at the covers. 

This is probably the first time the Prime Minister in a 
secular state has taken it upon himself to declare a novel 
"blasphemous," a privilege usually claimed by 
Ayatollahs in religious states. He ended by asking the 
police to take action against Collen under a section of the 
Criminal Code that carries a one year jail sentence. 

Lindsey Collen and Ledikasyon Pu Travayer, the pub­
lisher, chose to withdraw the book and consider altering 
the title. After threats from the fundamentalists de­
creased, the book is being received as one of the best 
works of literature ever produced in the country. 
Enough copies are in circulation to make this possible. 

We are keeping you informed because we expect this 
battle against state repression will be a long one. We 
may need to call on you for support in this struggle, and 
to put The Rape of Sita back into circulation. 

—Muvman Liberasyon Fam 

Li Women Worldwide) 

Women workers in Colombia's lucrative flower industry 
continue fighting against dangerous pesticides threaten­
ing their lives and the lives of their families. Flowers are 
one of Colombia's main exports and the U.S. is the lead­
ing importer. At least 70% of that industry's 140,000 
workers are women—mainly single mothers. Exposed to 
pesticides without masks or protective clothing, these 
women suffer from cancers, bronchial diseases and skin 
diseases and their children are often born with deformi­
ties and genetic diseases. The ground and water around 
their homes are also contaminated. Women who tried to 
organize a union have been fired, discriminated against, 
and worse, but they have not given up. 

—Information from New Directions for Women 
* * * 

Families of Irish women branded as "immoral" in the 
1800s by the Catholic Church and banished, often for a 
lifetime, to church-run laundries for no pay are fighting 
for an official apology from the church and the erection 
of a memorial "to celebrate their lives and reclaim their 
spirit." Several months ago, the church secretly ex­
humed the bodies of 133 of these "fallen" women, called 
Magdalens, from unmarked graves in Dublin, cremated 
and reburied them elsewhere after selling the cemetery 
to a land developer. The women, often single mothers, 
were sent to these workhouses by their parish priests as 
penance. Family members formed the Magdalen Memo­
rial Committee, condemning the church's actions saying 
"these women were disgraced in life and now they have 
been dishonored in death." 

Rowbotham fragments 
grassroots struggles 

Los Angeles, Cal.—On Jan. 14, socialist-feminist 
historian Sheila Rowbotham presented a talk at UCLA, 
"Feminism and Women's Social Protest." Rowbotham's 
theme was her "dilemma" in confronting the fact that 
many 1980s grassroots movements of women, especially 
in the Third World, did not start from protests against 
their situation as women, but were focused on issues 
such as conditions in shantytowns, struggles in the 
workplace, questions of the environment, or human 
rights. How do we "define" these movements? Defini­
tions are not academic exercises: "How feminist theory 
develops has an impact in life." 

Rowbotham stated that she would wish "feminism" to 
signal an inclusive politics, encompassing not only issues 
specifically related to the relationships between men and 
women but "a wider vision connected to anti-imperial­
ism and trade unions." But she considered it dangerous 
to impose her political assumptions on others. 

I realized she was still floundering in the same "dilem­
ma" she voiced 20 years ago in her ground-breaking 
work, Women, Resistance and Revolution (1972). There, 
despite unearthing the magnificent struggles of working-
class women throughout history, she' concluded that 
"The connection between the oppression of women and 
the central discovery of Marxism, the class exploitation 
of the worker in capitalism, is still...coming out of the 
head of women like me as an idea." (p.247) 

Today, Rowbotham still insists that, as a Left, femi­
nist intellectual, she "would like" to categorize as a uni­
ty the diverse forms of women's freedom struggles, but 
is restrained by their content. There is no such unity in 
life. Further, two decades of work has apparently con­
vinced Rowbotham that (1) she should drop any discus­
sion of "Marxism"; and (2) she should forego any at­
tempt to create a unified theoretical perspective. 

What makes this astonishing is that many of the crea­
tive women's struggles Rowbotham cited showed the ex­
act contrary of what she concluded. Within these 
"grassroots movements of women demanding access to 
social resources" is the development of a multifaceted 
concept of women's struggles and passions, with issues 
of the power relationships between men and women be­
coming one dimension. Rowbotham noted women's eco­
nomic and social protests often became bound up with 
domestic violence, as husbands reacted aggressively 
against their wives' new-found roles. 

Why does Rowbotham's theoretical focus remain the 
fragmentation of women's struggles—"either" they 
struggle as workers/'or" as community activists "or" as 
women—rather than how the depth, creativity, and 
thought of these women in movement X3ften carries with­
in what Marx called the "quest for universality"—the 
drive for wholeness, for a new way of life in which all can 
develop as full human beings. It is not only "Marxism" 
that Rowbotham has dropped any reference to; "revolu­
tion" and "freedom" likewise have fallen off the map. 

The best she offered us—as theory derived from what 
she heard these movements of women saying in prac­
tice—was "thinking differently about the market and 
the role of the state...for a collective monitoring of how 
resources come from the state versus just assuming that 
state provision of needs will solve all problems." 

How can she so narrow what she hears? Her problem 
is not "elitism"; she is so "anti-elitist" that she does not 
want to "impose" categories. But being against "imposi­
tion" need not mean abdication of theoretic/philosophic 
responsibility, the need to meet the creativity of the 
movement from practice with an articulation of the Idea 
of freedom and its potential for realization in life, in our 
times. —Michelle Landau 


