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by Felix Martin, Labor Editor _

The rise in the consciousness of the farm workers in
California in self-organizing has begun. Over the last
month these workers have won three elections, and a
fourth is contested. The UFW (United Farm Workers)
has negotiated two new contracts, one with a Coachella
table grape grower, the first grape contract in a decade.

On the eve of the UFW’s month-long pilgrimage from
Delano to Sacramento in April and at stops along the
way growers and farm groups dismissed the event “It’s
the last gasp of a dying organization,” said the
Grapeworkers and Farmers Coalition, one of the en-
* emies of anything that workers try to do for themselves.

- Since May the state agricultural labor board, which

had been silent since governois Deukmejian and Pete
Wilson, has all of a sudden filed many complaints against
growers who have refused to bargain. It is a clear re-
sponse to the activity among the farm workers in the
California fields.

The biggest aftershock came from the lopsided victory
in July at Warmerdam farms in Kings County. Out of
the 263 workers who voted, 220 voted for the union.
State labor officials who oversaw the election were
stunned. Bill Warmerdam said the workers “caught us
by surprise.” He is a third generation fruit grower who
has never had to deal with organized workers before.

. UFW President Arturo Rodriguez said the vote was
the union’s first in Kings County. “The workers at
Warmerdam did it all. They formed their own commit-

) (Continued on page 3)

OfBlack
“women and
the South

Edztors note: As part of our ongoing coverage of the
Iatest developments in the “New South,” I am turning
my column over this month to the following reflections
from Diane Lee on her recent trip South.—Lou Turner

In his new book Local People: The Struggle for Civil
Rights in Mississippi, John Dittmer explores what Lou
Turner called in his column last month the South’s “un-
disclosed realm of darkness.” Dittmer writes ‘‘that
northerners and southerners alike agreed that Mississip-
pi was in a class by itself, ‘the las’t‘vestige of a dead and

“despairing - civilization.”” The image of Mississippi as

"America’s dungeon not only persisted but mtensxﬁed
over the [last] three decades” (pp. 9-10).

In his Afterword, Dittmer ends by talking about the
numerous reunions and conferences on the Civil Rights
Movement that had so changed the political geography of
_ the South, evoking a sense of nostalgia for the past. He

sees a continuity between the life and struggles of Fan-
nie Lou Hamer and the Algebra Project of Bob Moses
and Dave Dennis, as though the latter is the sole alter-
native to the present state of poverty and the seemingly
dismal subJectwe response to it. But is this the kind of
_ alternative that is needed to take us into a new society
with new human relations?

We have seen such courageous new labor struggles as
the one being waged by workers at Hood Furniture in
Jackson, and the emergence of a statewide Black student
movement around the Ayers case to preserve historically
Black colleges. Nevertheless, whether the movement is
against the power of private capital or state authoritari-
‘anism, the clear and present danger is what Charles Tis-

(Continued on page 8)

- ceive several years in jail for their part
“in the infamous “*hunt for foreigners” in

Western Europe in deep crisis:

economic,
political,
intellectual

by Kevin A. Barry
Berlin, Germany—Some snap-
shots of Westem Europe in crisis, July

1994:
® In Germany, three fascist youths re-

Magdeburg in May.

@ In France, 900 gather to hear prominent intellectuals
denounce the French government’s refusal to lift the
‘arms embargo on Bosnia and its complicity with the gen-
ocide in Rwanda.

® In Italy, the new Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is
forced by popular outcry to rescind a decree curtailing
the ongoing pohtlcal corruption investigations, and then
his own brother is arrested for bnbery on behalf of the
corporation they jointly run.

@ In Britain, European parliament electlons in June hu-
miljate the ruling Conservatives, but by this time Labor
has undergone a Clintonite transformation, moving clos-
er to the Conservatives. -

® As genocide, rape and “ethnic cleansing” contmue in

Bosnia, only a small minority of the European Left has .
come out in support of Bosnia, or even of hftmg the.

arms embargo.
@ The current recession, whict nas Ied to West Europe-
an unemployment rates unknown since the 1930s, has
sparked not so much labor unrest as the growth of rac-
ist, anti-immigrant sentiment.

In short, Western Europe is experiencing in 1994 its

greatest economic crisis since the 1930s and its greatest

political and cultural crisis since the 1960s. Yet, unlike
these earlier periods when pohtlcs was polarized between

'There is something monstrous in our midst. It’s not to

be found on the lava plains of the Goma refugee camps

in Africa’s season of cholera. Nor is it found among the
prancing despotlsm of Haiti’s drug-trafficking colonels.
It’s found instead in the day-to-day savagenes of “Amer-
ican civilization.”

“To die,” goes a Rwanidan proverb, “ig the ransom of

E life.”” Given the daily savageries of American socie-

ty—poverty, predatory crime, homelessness, etc.—it is
no wonder that life has been ransomed in the domestic
and foreign policy of the Clinton Administration. The

more unsettling fact is that it has beoome a d1mensmn of

the American mind.

How else to explain the U.S. response to the twin, but. -

by ‘no means identical, horrors of Rwanda ‘and Ha1t1"
How else to explain the despicable discussion of ‘‘nation-
al security interests’ in the face of the genocidal apoca-
lypse in the heart of Africa, and the raw military terror
that has committed over 400 political murders just this

year while instigating a mass exodus of some 50,000 Hai-
tians since the 1991 coup that deposed Haiti’s first dem-

ocratically elected President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide?
Let us admit it. This country has been so preoccupied

with its own social and political malaise, that it has for

some time been indifferent to the genocidal effects of the
foreign policy carried out in its ‘“‘national interest.” Mili-
tary atrocities against civilian populations in the Pana-

ma invagion and the Gulf War seem only to have de-sen-
sitized the American mind to “‘ethnic cleansing” in Bos-
nia. And just as in Bosnia, in Haiti rape has become an
instrument of terror which the U.S. embassy in Port-au-
Prince has the unconscionable gall to dismiss as one of

" the “fabricated” human rights abuses that Aristide sup-

!"

porters “manipulate...as a propaganda tool

To be sure, America’s declining ability to manage the

proliferation of global crises reflects its declining ability
‘to manage its own domestic crises. However, the corol-
lary to this is: By what logic has the genocidal impulse
become imbued in a people such that they commit the

most heinous crimes in the name of national or ethnic -

identity? It is in their inseparability that these two ques-

tions form the starting point of any understanding of to-

day’s apocalyptic reality.
HAITI AND THE WHITE MAN'S BURDEN
In the very week, beg:mung August 1, that the UN au-

Mass anti-fascist demonstration in Wiesbaden, Germany.

. Left and Right, today there is an amazing degree of una-

nimity between Left and Right, as the Left has given up
even the pretense of standing for an alternative to: capi-
talism. This does not mean that there are no counter-
movements to the established order, but it does mean
that these movements, often fragmentary, remain
hemmed in by the reigning conception that bourgeois de-
mocracy and “free market” capitalism offer ‘‘the best of
all posmble worlds.” Below I will assess briefly the situa-
tion in two of the most important West European coun-
tries, France and Germany

FRANCE: CRITIQUE SANS MARXISM
In France, as the moribund economy shows continuing

signs of weakness, the youth revolt which broke out this

spring simmers below the surface. In July, after a small
pro-Communist - student federation launched protests.
against the absence of places at the University of Paris
for 2500 students who had passed their baccalaureate
exam, nervous administrators simply closed registration
until September. With regard to women, Gisele Halimi
of the feminist group Choisir has gained much support

: for her campaign to require that the French parliament
’ include at least 25% women among its members.

(Continued on page 5)

Rwanda, Haltl—twm apocalypse

thorized the use of m111tary force in Haiti to oust the

‘military junta headed by Gen. Raoul Cedras (without

setting any deadline), Bill Clinton announced at his
press conference that he agreed with the unanimous
Senate vote earlier that day that the U.S. is not bound
by UN authorization and time-tables. Translatlon the
heat is off Haiti’s military tyranny.

‘Clinton has gained a foreign policy with a Black face to

.. deflect charges of racism (making former Congressman
. ‘Bill: Gray his poirnit man on Ham, and even dlspatchmg

Jesse Jackson to be his emissary in the simmering Ni-
geria crisis). As a foreign policy devised more for pubhc
consumption at home than for any genuine concern for

(Continued on page 8)







