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Every worker 
is an 
organizer 

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor 
The rise in the consciousness of the farm workers in 

California in self-organizing has begun. Over the last 
month these workers have won three elections, and a 
fourth is contested. The UFW (United Farm Workers) 
has negotiated two new contracts, one with a Coachella 
table grape grower, the first grape contract in a decade. 

On the eve of the UFW's month-long pilgrimage from 
Delano to Sacramento in April and at stops along the 
way growers and farm groups dismissed the event. "It's 
the last gasp of a dying organization," said the 
Grapeworkers and Farmers Coalition, one of the en
emies of anything that workers try to do for themselves. 

Since May the state agricultural labor board, which 
had been silent since governors Deukmejian and Pete 
Wilson, has all of a sudden filed many complaints against 
growers who have refused to bargain. It is a clear re
sponse to the activity among the farm workers in the 
California fields. 

The biggest aftershock came from the lopsided victory 
in July at Warmerdam farms in Kings County. Out of 
the 263 workers who voted, 220 voted for the union. 
State labor officials who oversaw the election were 
stunned. Bill Warmerdam said the workers "caught us 
by surprise." He is a third generation fruit grower who 
has never had to deal with organized workers before. 

UFW President Arturo Rodriguez said the vote was 
the union's first in Kings.County. "The workers at 
Warmerdam did it all. They formed their own commit-

(Continued on page 3) 

Of Black 
women and 
the South 
Editor's note: As part of our ongoing coverage of the 

latest developments in the "New South," I am turning 
my column over this month to the following reflections 
from Diane Lee on her recent trip South.—Lou Turner 

In his new book Local People: The Struggle for Civil 
Bights in Mississippi, John Dittmer explores what Lou 
Turner called in his column last month the South's "un
disclosed realm of darkness." Dittmer writes "that 
northerners and southerners alike agreed that Mississip
pi was in a class by itself, 'the last vestige of a dead and 
despairing civilization.' The image of Mississippi as 
America's dungeon not only persisted but intensified 
over the [last] three decades" (pp. 9-10). 

In his Afterword, Dittmer ends by talking about the 
numerous reunions and conferences on the Civil Rights 
Movement that had so changed the political geography of 
the South, evoking a sense of nostalgia for the past. He 
sees a continuity between the life and struggles of Fan
nie Lou Hamer and the Algebra Project of Bob Moses 
and Dave Dennis, as though the latter is the sole alter
native to the present state of poverty and the seemingly 
dismal subjective response to it. But is this the kind of 
alternative that is needed to take us into a new society 
with new human relations? 

We have seen such courageous new labor struggles as 
the one being waged by workers at Hood Furniture in 
Jackson, and the emergence of a statewide Black student 
movement around the Ayers case to preserve historically 
Black colleges. Nevertheless, whether the movement is 
against the power of private capital or state authoritari
anism, the clear and present danger is what Charles Tis-

(Contlnued on page 8) 

Western Europe in deep crisis: 
economic, 
political, 
intellectual * 

w*/ * -^^- * 

by Kevin A. Barry I * 
Berlin, Germany—Some snap- '„., 

shots of Western Europe in crisis, July '-
1994: ^_ 
• In Germany, three fascist youths re- ' 
ceive several years in jail for their part 
in the infamous "hunt for foreigners" in 
Magdeburg in May. 
• In France, 900 gather to hear prominent intellectuals 
denounce the French government's refusal to lift the 
arms embargo on Bosnia and its complicity with the gen
ocide in Rwanda. 
• In Italy, the new Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is 
forced by popular outcry to rescind a decree curtailing 
the ongoing political corruption investigations, and then 
his own brother is arrested for bribery on behalf of the 
corporation they jointly run. 
• In Britain, European parliament elections in June hu
miliate the ruling Conservatives, but by this time Labor 
has undergone a Clintonite transformation, moving clos
er to the Conservatives. » 
• As genocide, rape and "ethnic cleansing" continue in 
Bosnia, only a small minority of the European Left has 
come out in support of Bosnia, or even of lifting the 
arms embargo. 
• The current recession, which has led to West Europe
an unemployment rates unknown since the 1930s, has 
sparked not so much labor unrest as the growth of rac
ist, anti-immigrant sentiment. 

In short, Western Europe is experiencing in 1994 its 
greatest economic crisis since the 1930s and its greatest 
political and cultural crisis since the 1960s. Yet, unlike 
these earlier periods when politics was polarized between 
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Mass anti-fascist demonstration in Wiesbaden, Germany. 

Left and Right, today there is an amazing degree of una
nimity between Left and Right, as the Left has given up 
even the pretense of standing for an alternative to capi
talism. This does not mean that there are no counter-
movements to the established order, but it does mean 
that these movements, often fragmentary, remain 
hemmed in by the reigning conception that bourgeois de
mocracy and "free market" capitalism offer "the best of 
all possible worlds." Below I will assess briefly the situa
tion in two of the most important West European coun
tries, France and Germany. 

FRANCE: CRITIQUE SANS MARXISM 
In France, as the moribund economy shows continuing 

signs of weakness, the youth revolt which broke out this 
spring simmers below the surface. In July, after a small 
pro-Communist student federation launched protests 
against the absence of places at the University of Paris 
for 2500 students who had passed their baccalaureate 
exam, nervous administrators simply closed registration 
until September. With regard to women, Gisele Halimi 
of the feminist group Choisir has gained much support 
for her campaign to require that the French parliament 
include at least 25% women among its members. 

(Continued on page 5) 

| Editorial | Rwanda, Haiti-twin apocalypse 
There is something monstrous in our midst. It's not to 

be found on the lava plains of the Goma refugee camps 
in Africa's season of cholera. Nor is it found among the 
prancing despotism of Haiti's drug-trafficking colonels. 
It's found instead in the day-to-day savageries of "Amer
ican civilization." 

"To die," goes a Rwandan proverb, "is the ransom of 
life." Given the daily savageries of American socie
ty—poverty, predatory crime, homelessness, etc.—it is 
no wonder that life has been ransomed in the domestic 
and foreign policy of the Clinton Administration. The 
more unsettling fact is that it has become a dimension of 
the American mind. 

How else to explain the U.S. response to the twin, but 
by no means identical, horrors of Rwanda and Haiti? 
How else to explain the despicable discussion of "nation
al security interests" in the face of the genocidal apoca
lypse in the heart of Africa, and the raw military terror 
that has committed over 400 political murders just this 
year while instigating a mass exodus of some 50,000 Hai
tians since the 1991 coup that deposed Haiti's first dem
ocratically elected President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide? 

Let us admit it. This country has been so preoccupied 
with its own social and political malaise, that it has for 
some time been indifferent to the genocidal effects of the 
foreign policy carried out in its "national interest." Mili
tary atrocities against civilian populations in the Pana
ma invasion and the Gulf War seem only to have de-sen
sitized the American mind to "ethnic cleansing" in Bos
nia. And just as in Bosnia, in Haiti rape has become an 
instrument of terror which the U.S. embassy in Port-au-
Prince has the unconscionable gall to dismiss as one of 
the "fabricated" human rights abuses that Aristide sup
porters "manipulate...as a propaganda tool"! 

To be sure, America's declining ability to manage the 
proliferation of global crises reflects its declining ability 
to manage its own domestic crises. However, the corol
lary to this is: By what logic has the genocidal impulse 
become imbued in a people such that they commit the 
most heinous crimes in the name of national or ethnic 
identity? It is in their inseparability that these two ques
tions form the starting point of any understanding of to
day's apocalyptic reality. 
HAITI AND THE WHITE MAN'S BURDEN 

In the very week, beginning August 1, that the UN au

thorized the "use of military force in Haiti to oust the 
military junta headed by Gen. Raoul Cedras (without 
setting any deadline), Bill Clinton announced at his 
press conference that he agreed with the unanimous 
Senate vote earlier that day that the U.S. is not bound 
by UN authorization and time-tables. Translation: the 
heat is off Haiti's military tyranny. 

Clinton has gained a foreign policy with a Black face to 
deflect charges of racism (making former Congressman 
Bill Gray his point man on Haiti, and even dispatching 
Jesse Jackson to be his emissary in the simmering Ni
geria crisis). As a foreign policy devised more for public 
consumption at home than for any genuine concern for 

(Continued on page 8) 

Haitians oppose U.S. invasion 
Editor's note: We received the following report 

from a yotmg woman journalist with the Haitian In
formation Bureau, Jujy $0. 

PoHrSU'Prinee^Ckx July 19th about 13 popu
lar organisations gathered to sign a document to call 
for a tnobilization and for the return of democracy 
back to Haiti. They also called for no intervention. 
They published a report about the political situation 
in Haiti and they said "no intervention." 

The repression is now generalized in the whole 
country. Last week people in the south of Port-au-
Prince found 12 bodies in the street killed by gun
fire. Yesterday people in canal-au*soleii found three 

The popular movements in Haiti need very strong 
solidarity to fight. We do sot need military interven
tion m Haiti. People can help us build democracy by 
helping us to buHdour own resistance. ' 

It is very hard for journalists to work,on the 
streets. The defacto regime says they will arrest any 
journalist who calls them "defacto regime." There 
are a lot of attacks against the personnel. Journal
ists are under a let of pressure from the civilian 
army. For example a lot of press releases were sent 
1» a radio station to pot pressure on the journalists. 
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Who defines battered women's struggles? i&pomm Worldwide 
-*•—4---1 :— i.i. . rnt\- 4.1- n l iM^^^^^^^^ . M , M M | M M M M t t M ___ ,_^ J M _ .^___ m by Anna Maillon 

Domestic violence is a personal issue, and the personal 
is political. There can be no denying its intimate rela
tionship to all forms of exploitation and repression. As a 
mental health worker in the area of domestic violence, I 
have been disturbed by the hypocrisy of the capitalist 
media's coverage of Nicole Simpson's murder. Capital
ism is a predator, exploiting our pain, shame, fear and 
hunger any way it can. 

This story would be a public relations victory for femi
nists were it not for its tragedy and the fact that since 
the 19th century African-American men have been false
ly scapegoated as the greatest danger to white women. 
Although African-American men are no exception to 
what Karl Marx pointed out, that "the infinite degrada
tion in which man exists for himself is expressed in his 
relation to women," still, if fingers were pointed with the 
same urgency at white men guilty of rape, sexual harass
ment, child abuse and domestic violence, imagine the 
numbers, the revolutionary impact! 

Are the lives and dignity of African-

started in the early '70s in the homes of women, many 
themselves previously battered. Many participants were 
lesbians. Many were women of color. It was a movement 
in which the empowerment of women was not an act of 
charity but a process of rebellion and self-definition. 
There was excitement that relationships between men 
and women, women and women, men and men, and 
adults and children would be transformed. Their voices 
could no longer be ignored. 

And then? Legal definitions of abuse were developed. 
Statistics were taken. The FBI stated that 30% of female 
homicide victims are killed by husbands or boyfriends. 
Three to four million U.S. women are battered each 
year. The government concluded medical and legal insti
tutions should take preventative measures to avoid 
"wasting" money on domestic violence fallout. The bat
tered women's movement became one more element of 
the bourgeois, bureaucratic structure of social reforms 
dependent on state funding and charity organizations. 

And the experiences of battered 
women was reduced to an emotional 

by Mary J o Grey 

dignity 
versa? Are these revolutionary dimen-

Are me uves ana aignity or Aincan- • 
American men to be sacrificed for the I W o m a n a c » 0 ) 1 c f t « U - 7 - ; ~~ 
lives and dignity of women? .Or vice L T T W " * " » «*» J&C4MH1 dysfunction: codependency. "Why do 

"" ^ 2 5 ^ S t a y ? " w a s ^ 8 question, not 
Why do men batter?" 

sions pitted against one another in the legal arid media 
circuses? In the street? Once a gladiator bound body and 
soul to the media, Mr. Simpson is apparently still fair 
game. Can we expect women to ever live freely and safely 
in a society that buys, sells and discards any one of us at 
will? We can't let the media play with our heads if we're 
about freedom. 

For the same reason we can't allow the abuse and 
murder of women to keep on slipping by. Women of all 
races have been gathering in front of the television at 
the battered women's shelter where I work, wondering 
how the Simpson story will end up, how it will affect 
their lives. In their-our-world men are let off the hook 
for their abuses all the time. The denial and woman-
blaming with which "society" receives news of men's mi-
sogynistic behaviors is a part of the reality this capitalist 
patriarchy expects us to accept. 

Within patriarchy, male "batterers" count on a sys
tem of values which, if not overtly condoning their vio
lence, supports the "logic" behind it. Battering is not a 
loss of control; it is the establishment of control. And 
most of it is done in non-physical ways. 

A Mexican Indian woman who stayed recently at our 
shelter said she had repeatedly asked her husband to 
treat her like a human being: "You treat me like a thing, 
like a piece of furniture you never think about, as if I 
had no mind or feelings. Sex is your right, no matter 
what I want. I'm like a chair you sit in or get out of ac
cording to your convenience." For confronting him she 
was beaten. And after leaving him she feared for her life. 

I have worked at three different battered women's 
shelters. These "safe houses," originally the under
ground railroad of the battered women's movement, 

This society, based on racist, classist, sexist "norms," 
encourages us to believe that we all get what we deserve 
and deserve what we get. This attitude, together with so
cial science's insistence on "value neutral objectivity," 
tends to "mask the male domination underlying violence 
against women" as James Ptacek writes. "Clinical and 
criminal justice responses to battering are revealed as 
ideological in the light of their collusion with batterers' 
rationalizations." 

Only a few "maverick" feminist therapists and social 
workers have challenged the so-called objectivity of sci
ence by pointing out that the privileged status of men as 
husbands in this society makes domestic violence virtu
ally inevitable or "normal." Aside from the temporary 
beds available at subsistence-level shelters, the "solu
tion" to domestic violence has been deflated from a vi-. 
sion of human revolution to a dead end of research and 
psychological treatment. 

As Raya Dunayevskaya put it in Women's Liberation 
and the Dialectics of Revolution, "Capitalism tries to 
use everything for its power. That's why Marx criticized 
science under capitalism and said it was not neu
tral—'To have one basis for Jife and another for science 
is a priori a lie.' He said that phrase in the same essay, 
1844, Private Property and Communism, in which he 
discussed how pivotal is the Man/Woman relationship, 
and not only the class struggle.'' 

For the Los Angeles police, the courts and the media 
to have suddenly become great defenders of battered 
women is suspect. I once went to the same police depart
ment and the same courthouse seeking protection from a 
violent husband, and experienced misdirection and hu
miliation. It's time for us—revolutionary women and 
men—to take the struggle against the abuse of women 
back into our own hands—and heads. 

International groups denounce repression 
Editor's note: Below we publish excerpts from the "Fi

nal Declaration of the 1st International Meeting of 
Mothers and Women Who Struggle," dated March 30, 
1994, sent to us by the Madres de Plaza de Mayo of Ar
gentina, 

Gathered in Paris and coming from different coun
tries, we have managed to debate in depth during several 
days topics that made us feel as if we all came from the 
same place. Discrimination, persecution, torture, rape, 
militarism, exploitation and racism were common experi
ences. All of this has brought into the open women from 
different worlds who express the same opinions. 

In our clamor we rejected all oppressing systems, even 
those which call themselves democratic because they im
plement economic models in which profits are more im
portant than human life. 

Authoritarian governments continue to repress their 
people turning to assassinations, disappearances, torture 
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and jailing of all those who dissent. Formal democracies 
cloaked in appearances of guaranteeing freedom imple
ment economic models that sacrifice and marginalize 
sections of society through unemployment, lack of sani
tary assistance or poverty. They are frequently unjust 
systems, where hunger and environmental pollution are 
as mortal as bullets, to which they also turn when the 
degree of repression demands it. 

Another tragic phenomenon is the manipulation of the 
legitimate right of people to their language and cultural 
characteristics, which exacerbates nationalism as a form 
of political control that risks leading to tragedies that 
bring about death and destruction to these same peoples. 

While there exists a single tortured or disappeared 
person, while there is a single child who dies of hunger 
or is assassinated on the streets, while the system con
tinues to marginalize young people through drugs, while 
Mafias continue to be anti-states within the state, while 
women are discriminated against and raped, there can be 
neither freedom nor democracy. 

This collective of women of the world commits itself to 
working to transform human relations, so that children 
and the young are able to receive an education in which ' 
solidarity, freedom, equality, respect for the environ
ment and defense of human rights mark out the path to
wards peace and coexistence. While also supporting the 
development of a civil society. 

The following organizations signed this declaration: 
Madres de Plaza de Mayo of Argentina • ACARI (Moth
ers of Assassinated Street/Disadvantaged Children) of 
Brazil • CONAVIGUA (National Coordinating Body of 
Guatemalan Widows) • COFADEH (Relatives of the De
tained/Disappeared of Honduras) • Women in Black of 
Israel • PFWA (Palestine Federation of Women's Ac
tion) • Palestine Human Rights Information Centre • 
ANFASEP (National Association of Relatives of the Kid
napped, Detained and Disappeared of Ayacucho, Peru) • 
AFAPREDESA (Association of Relatives of the Disap
peared of the Saharan Republic) • "Mama 56" Kiev 
Mothers Group of the Ukraine • Centre for Anti-War 
Action of Belgrade • Belgrade Women in Black • Sara
jevo Women's Movement • Centre for Women War Vic
tims of Zagreb • Women Against the Mafia of Italy • 
Association of Mothers of Conscientious Objectors and 
the Insubordinate Green-Scarved Women. 

Japanese women students marched in Tokyo, July 27, 
demanding fair treatment for women in the job market. 
Their banners read: "No sexual harassment," "No dis
crimination for female students" and "To work is the 
people's right; the companies must fulfill their duties." 

* * * 
Women's and human rights organizations are mounting 
international support for 117 Tunisian women who have 
.been interrogated, harassed and threatened by police af
ter signing an appeal for democracy and freedom. The 
women, including academics, lawyers, journalists and 
doctors, condemned "serious attacks on the foundations 
of a tolerant and pluralist society" and called for "re
spect for freedom and fundamental rights which are the 
only guarantors for dignity in our country." 

—Information from Women Living Under Muslim Laws 
* * * ^ 

The Sisterhood is Global Institute is demanding that the 
Clinton administration condemn human rights abuses in 
Haiti, especially the growing use of rape as a primary 
tactic in the political oppression of Haitian women. Hu
man Rights Watch and the National Coalition for Hai
tian-Refugees have charged Haitian soldiers, police and 
their armed civilian thugs with using rape to intimidate 
women who support or whose male friends or family 
members support exiled President Aristide. Despite evi
dence of such violence, the U.S. government has denied 
political asylum to women who have been raped. 

Pro-Choice in shadow 
ofPensacola murders 

€hlC8gQ-~AB we go to press, the news of a fatal 
attack on abortion providers and their supporters is 
shaking pro-choice activists around the country. On 
July 29, Br. John Britton, a doctor who performed 
abortions £a Pensaeola, Florida, and James H. Bar
rett, a volunteer escort for the clinic, were killed by a 
protester wielding a-shotgun who opened fire at the 
two men's heads. June Barrett, the wife of the slain 
volunteer, and a volunteer herself, was wounded. 

This double murder occurs 16 months after the 
slaying of Dr. David Gunn, another abortion provider 
in Pensaeola. Paul Hill, the killer of Britton and Bar
rett, is a. religious fanatic who has appeared on Night-
line and :1¾¾ Donahue Show advocating violence 

Obviously this Is a reminder that the anti-abortion 
"protest"'movement has become increasingly violent 
and extremist. Anti-choice zealots have become more 
intent on harassing and threatening volunteers, medi
cal staff and women seeking services instead of fight
ing their battles in the courts and legislatures. For 
the past Sew years, harassment has become so acute 
as to frighten women away from clinics, often forcing 
them to return on a later day. Women lose extra days 
of work and most rearrange childcare and travel ar
rangements due to the intimidation known in the 
anti-abortion movement as "sidewalk counseling." 
This snooting is an extension of that strategy. 

The efftets of harassment and intimidation against 
medical staff and volunteers have a direct effect on 
access. Bomb threats are routine. Volunteer escorts 
are harassed at clinics and in their homes. Doctors' 
children and their playmates have been confronted at 
elementary schools with graphic pictures of fetuses 
and the like- Fewer and fewer medical students are 
learning to "do abortions as more ob/gyn residencies in 
teaching hospitals do not offer the procedure as part 
of (he standard curriculum. 

Women in, the rural West and the deep South have 
been particularly hard hit by this strategy. With few 
doctors tisined in the procedure, and laws that pro
hibit nurse practitioners, midwives or physicians' as* 
sistants from performing abortions, finding m abor
tion provider in places like Pensaeola is nearly impos-

Dr. Britton was the only provider for miles around. 
Reports aw that he was not always respectful or sen
sitive to women, sometimes refusing to do the proce
dure if ho was not convinced by their reasons for 
wanting i t Unfortunately, women had nowhere else 
to go in the county. Now that a doctor and a volun
teer are gone, women of the Pensaeola area will have 
even fewer options. 

—Maggie Thompson 


