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Lost faith in
workers lets |
U.S. drop Carey %

by John Marcotte

Just four days after the UPS strike victory, the gov-
ernment voided Ron Carey’s election as presidént of the
Teamsters. Two days after the AFL-CIO and the
Teamsters took the lead in defeating Clinton’s “fast track”
for a trade deal to expand NAFTA, the government
barred him from running for re-election.

New York area UPS workers know Carey not only as
the International president, but as their Local 804 presi-
dent of many years, who has led them on strike many
times over the years, years when the corrupt
International rolled over for UPS, and only Carey and
New York walked out. One New York UPS driver put it
this way: “I have to think the strike and the government
removing Carey is related. To put it very simply: the gov-
ernment put him in, the government took him out.” He
explained that he didn’t mean the government really put
him in, but made it possible for him to win by holding the
first ever general election for Teamsters president in
1991. He added, “The fact is they dont like any labor
leader getting too powerful.”

Other drivers, when questioned, felt there had to be
some connection between Carey’s successes and the gov-
ernment’s actions. They questioned why, after investigat-
ing Carey for so long, they are only just starting to inves-
tigate Hoffa now. Jimmy Hoffa Jr. lost the election for
union president last year against Carey, and drivers
asked, “What about the several million dollars that Hoffa
received supposedly from bake sales, why wasn’t that
1nvest1gated”” ’

- There is no doubt the Teamsters have made powerful '

enemies. Alan Greenspan and Wall Street live in fear

‘that American workers will win higher wages. This is
_ why they are happy when more of us are out of work. The

UPS victory for part-time workers—which is where all of

America is headed—kicked them right where it hurts.
This was followed up by a punch to the gut, denying

Clinton the “fast-track” authority every president since

‘Ford has had, to make a trade deal at the expense of U.S.

and foreign workers and the environment.
' (Continued on page. 3)

S Black World ‘

charles Denby

Humamsm

by Lou Turner -
Precisely because we had brought out [the] total concept

- of Absolute Idea which extended the idea of revolution to the
~ party-concept, [we] began with the proletariat as leader

whether it was the editorship of the paper, or the [Resident
Editorial Board and Natwnal Editorial Board].
—Raya Dunayevskaya, 1974

Charles Denby’s autoblography Indignant Heart was
originally published in 1952 under the pen-name Matthew
Ward in order; as Denby stated in the Foreword to the 1978
edition,

-to protect individuals from. the vicious McCarththe

witch hunt then sweeping the country, which resulted in the

* persecution and literal destruction of many people. Few

who did not go through that experience of national repres-

sion of ideas can fully understand the truly totalitarian -

nature of McCarthyism and the terror it produced.
The McCarthyite witch hunt to which Denby refers took

place against the economic backdrop of the U.S.’s first post-

war recessions associated with the new production meth-
ods called automation. The 1953-54 recession, automation,

" and competition with Ford for second place among the Big

Three automakers, led to a significant drop in employment

" at Chrysler, from 100,000 to 35,000, in the 1950s. But for
his seniority at Chrysler, Denby would have been among .

the ranks of ‘workers displaced by this first post-war
restructuring of the U.S. economy.

West Virginia coalminers of the United Mme Workers of

America were the first to battle the new technology with a
general strike in 1949-50. Denby recorded the worker soli-
darity he witnessed when the striking coalminers came to
Detroit UAW Local 600 to appeal for relief:
only gave several thousand dollars outnght but pledged

“(Continued on page 5)

..workers not

Right wing bares its teeth

by Oiga Domanski

The dangerous rise of the Right is evi-
dent today in the proliferation of new
attacks on all the freedom forces as new
forms of the retrogression we have suf-
fered for two decades keep appearing not
only from within fundamentalist organi-
zations but more potently from within
the institutions of government. Even as
Newt Gingrich’s dominance of the reac- |
tionary right in power seems to have |
diminished, twe quite different recent
events demonstrate the determination of
the Republican Right to wield its formi-
dable will. One was the refusal of the
Republican-controlled Judiciary
Committee to allow the Senate to vote on
the nomination of Bill Lann Lee to
become Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights. The other was the federal
election monitor’s barring of Teamster

Union President Ron Carey from run- Qctober 22 National Day of Protest Against Pohce Brutallty in Chicago.

ning for re-election next year.

Nothing is more blatant than the attack on Bill Lann
Lee, the first Asian American ever to be nominated for
such a post, whose qualifications for the job were so high
that no one even tried to contest them. Nor could anyone
deny that the legislative branch of government has his-
torically allowed a president to choose his own cabinet.
The sole reason Utah Republican Senator Orrin Hatch
offered for refusing to permit a vote on Lee was that Lee
is a “defender” of affirmative action. It is not the first
nomination stalled over what are called “social issues.”
Clinton’s ¢hoice of David Satcher for Surgeon General
has been held up over his position on abortion. And even
his choice of business executive James Hormel to be
Ambassador to Luxembourg has been stalled by the
Republicans because he is openly gay. Yet the attack on
Lee has been so eéxtreme that it is a warning that the
Republican Right is out to demonstrate its power in every
way it can.

Even more critical is the warning embodied in the bar-

ring of Carey—that Big Business and its government

have no intention of allowing the new openings promised

" by the victory of the Teamsters UPS strike this summer

to become a turning point in-labor’s never-ending strug-
gle with capital. While Carey is the prime target now, the
real target of the reactionary Republican Congress'is all -
of American labor—in particular the AFL-CIO that at
long last, after John Sweeney’s election in 1995, had
made some first small steps toward organizing the unor-
ganized.

The Wall Street Journal gave the real target away a
full month before the hearings led by Republican
Congressman Peter Hoekstra into charges that Carey
misused union funds to assist in his 1996 election which

-ended with Carey being barred from a new election next

year. On October 17, under the title “What’s become- of

‘labor?”, the WSJ launched a virulent red-baiting attack

on what they depicted as a U.S. labor movement and its -
leadership “simply drifting leftward and away from the
mainstream of the country’s life.” They wound up linking

Carey to a whole array of “left-wing political groups” from

{Continued on page 9)

Messages of struggle in East Tlmor

Editors note: Nina Maria da Costa’s letter, excerpted

- here, was read. aloud at a demonstration in front of the

Indonesian consulate in Chicago on Nov. 14. An activist
who works among her fellow East Timorese refugees in
Sydney, Australia, Nina Maria da Costa left her island
homeland during the brief civil war which took place
after the collapse of Portugal’s colonial administration

in 1975. The second message, transmitted by e-mail

directly from East Timor, was also read aloud at the
Chicago protest.
Dear Friends,

T would like to thank each and everyone for takmg
time to come here, to commemorate this special day in
honor of all those young East Timorese who gave their
lives in ahother attempt to bring the world’s attention to
the act of genocide being committed by the Indonesian
government against the people of East Timor since

““December 1975.

At the age of 14 I was forced into exﬂe to silently
watch the brutal Indonesian invasion of my country,
East Timor. As the Indonesians went in, they killed,
they raped, they tortured the people of East Timor
indiscnminately That was how my own aunt and seven

cousins were killed and thrown into one grave. My adop-

tive brother was forced to watch the rape of his wife by
the Indonesian soldiers before they shot him. = -

. My grandmother, on the other hand, managed to sur-
vive the invasion, but she was mentally disturbed. I

remember when she came to live with us, the many ~

nights when she would scream loudly jthat the

Indonesians had come; that they were burmng all the

houses, that we should run and run. Through moments

‘like these, we managed to get the glimpses of what my

grandmother had to endure during the invasion.

In 1995 I was fortunate enough to be able to return to
East Timor for the first time after 20 years in exile. It
was a very memorable and painful experience. I trav-
eled extensively over the island and spoke to numerous
people from all walks of life. I was told of the many mas-

- sacres which took place before the Santa Cruz cemetery

massacre in 1991, where hundreds of innocent people
were either killed or buried alive. I was shown places
believed to be mass graves. Everywhere 1 went there

was always a sad story.
The deteriorating conditions of my country as a whole

. shocked me. It was very hard for me to reconcile the
- East Timor of the present with the East Tindor I remem-

bered. The beautiful green and red vegetation,. the
vibrant and colorful wild birds, the warm, easygoing
and friendly people were no longer there. Instead I
found a city full of foreigners, dirty shops, no running
water to many houses, the whole country bare and
dried, numerous orphanages (something unknown in
the past) the East Timorese malnourished and no
longer smiling.

I expected the conditions would be that of a war-torn
country but I was not prepared for the near total
destruction of our society. I discovered the meaning of a
traumatized people. It was as though there was only
these 20 years of suffering, the past gone and the future
not very clear. The young people, especially, could not

- see a way out while Indonesians remained in East

Timor. That’s when I understood why they were not

- scared to die. To die was to free oneself in East Timor.

The youth saw it as their duty to free the country. :

Dear friends, today we commemorate the sixth
anniversary of those who gave up their lives to let
the world know of the true situation in East
Timor. Just yesterday, I heard of the killing of
three East Timorese young women at a vigil to.
commemorate the Nov. 12, 1991 massacre [in the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dilil.

The Indonesian government is a very evil govern-
ment. It uses all sorts of ways to gain what it wants. Not
content with killing more than one-third of our nation,
it introduces programs such as the Family Planning

(Continued on page 10)
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Heterosemsm and sexism in Engels

by Jenmfer Pen

The relationship between the Women's_ Liberation -

Movement and the Lesbian -and . Gay Liberation
Movement of the past 30 years has been historically cru-

. cial, as they sparked mutually new developments in each
-other. At the same time, the reliance of much of the orga-

nized Left on Engels’s The Origin of the Family,

Private ‘Property .and the State as the primary

Woman as Reason

Marxist text on gender issues proved to be theoretically
inadequate not only to the immediacy and totality of the
Womeni’s Liberation Movement, but in Engels’s hetero-
sexism as well. The determinism of much post-Marx
Marxism, combined with the prudery and heterosexism
of most Leftist organizations, provoked many gay and
lesbian activists to eschew Marxism entirely (see review
of With Friends Like These, in N&L, March 1997).
Raya Dunayevskaya was one of the few Marxist theo-
reticians to —grapple. with Marx’s Ethnological
Notebooks, when they were published in transcription
in 1972. She discovered a gulf between Marx’s reading of
anthropological authors such as Henry Lewis Morgan,
and Engels’s use of these same authors in Origin. Her
reading of Marx’s notebooks revealed how a full
Hegelian-Marxist dialectic would produce multiple revo-
lutionary subjectivities and pathways to revolution

- across human-history. She contrasted this with Engels’s

reduction of the anthropologmal evidence to a unilinear

~determinism.

Dunayevskaya proceeded to expand her contrast of

~ Marx-and Engels, especially concerning the Women’s

Liberation Movement of our time. Dunayevskaya saw
that Engels’s rigidity about historical movement was a
philosophic error which muted Marx’s dialectics and led
to biologism: the belief that our biology determines our
fate. Engels’s theories about gender in Origin of the

Family were too inflexible, hence not open to the sub- -

jectivity of the actual Womenls Liberation Movement
when we loudly declared that biology is not destiny.
Does Engels’s narrowing of the dialectic cast a shadow
over the development of a Marxist theory of les-bi-gay
liberation? - Exploring this question illuminates the com-

~mon ground as well as' the distinctions between the
Women’s. Liberation Movement and revolutionary sub-

jectivity in movements based on sexuality.

'ENGELS WED TO ‘MOTHER-RIGHT’

Engels’ attaches himself to theories of ancient matri-

archies and the idea of “mother right.” He attempts to -

prove that the respect accorded women in ancient soci-
eties flowed from the material base of their reproductive

- powers. This already reduces women’s subjectivity and
: uhiversality, since it implies that women are seen only

through their child-bearing capacities.
Dunayevskaya was deeply critical of Engels’s conclu-

- sion that “the overthrow of mother-right was the world-

historic defeat of the female sex.” Dunayevskaya point-
ed out that this was not Marx’s phrase, because it made
a mockery of women’s force and Reason since this reput-

~ ed defeat. But this so-called defeat also portends danger

for non-reproductive sexualities; if “woman” is conflated
with “mother,” lesbians as sexual beings, lesbianism as a
form of human relating, are silenced.

Biological determinism is vulgar materialism, not his-
torical dialectics. False naturalizing is a by-product of

~biologism. Categories of “natural” and “unnatural” are

consistently formulated and used against les-bi-gay peo-
ple, and against all women who defy the pretensions of
bourgeois morality. Se, it is hardly surprising-that when
Engels does refer to homosexuality, he categorizes it as a
“perversion,” “degradation,” and an “unnatural vice.”

‘MODERN INDIVIDUAL SEX LOVE’

When Engels develops his formal, highly valued cate-
gory of “modern individual sex love,” he tries to envision
a non-sexist future, men and women as equal partners,

Mernissi’s Capitalism

-~ Fatima Mernissi, Women’s Rebellwn and Islamic

o Memory (London: Zed Books, 1996).

In this recent book, Mernissi, noted author of Beyond
the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim
Society, addresses the problems of women in the Arab
world after the Guif War. To Mernissi the war revealed
the superiority of the so-called individualism of American
society as opposed to the fundamentalist traditionalism
of Arab society. She argues that American society is freer
and more democratic and thus stronger than the Arab
world, which suffered a devastating loss of lives and pride

~ during the Gulf War. -

Seeing an affinity between women’s freedom and
American-style individualism, Mernissi posits capitalism
as the way to liberation: “The common denominator
between capitalism and new models of femininity is indi-
vidualism and self-affirmation.” Mernissi’s capitulation

-to capitalism as the only alternative to fundamentalism

and the resurrection of traditional social forms shows the

_serious consequences for Third World women of the Left’s
faJlure to project a viable somahst vision of the future.

—Maya Jhansi

Readers What books do you want to talk about? Send

in your short reviews.

" their love unconnected to economic or-social exploitation.
He advocates a voluntary serial monogamy as the ideal
of human sexual relating. But .once again, Engels has
left the dialectic behind in his utopic projection.

“Modern individual sex love” as introduced by Engels
fits the definition of heterosexism: he asserts that the
only legitimate sexuality is heterosexuality. When he
tries to prove how “modern” this “individual sex love” is,
he does so by laughing at ancient bisexuality: “Sex love
in our sense of the term was so immaterial to that clas-
sical love poet of antiquity, old Anacreon, that even the
sex of the beloved was a matter of complete indifference
to him.” Given that Anacreon is writing to a beloved
one, Engels’s problem with him is not about the indi-
vidual nature of the sexual love. What is incompatible
with his formal category is the idea that the ancients
could choose either a man or a woman as their singular
beloved. -

Likewise, while Engelss critique of the sexism of
ancient Greek men is important and necessary, he
reveals his heterosexism by claiming that “this degra-
dation of the women was avenged on the men and
degraded them also till they fell into the abominable
practice of sodomy.” Leaving aside his venting of homo-
phobic spleen, what Engels claims here is that sexism
produces homosexuality. This conclusion is historically
unsupportable; it reeks of moralism instead of dialec-
tics.

The complexity of human social relations cannot be
contained in rigid categories or strictly functional con-
ceptions of gender. Engels’s philosophic error in reduc-
ing the dialectic is one he shares with many post-Marx
Marxists; it becomes easier to label defeats and obsta-
cles than to hear the subjects of revolution.

How can we embody philosophic opposition to sexism
and heterosexism? - We need a philosophic basis that
won’t limit us, that won’t restrict in advance the totali-
ty of the uprooting of this exploitative society. Rather
than updating any old system of human relating, per-
haps we can imagine something entirely new by re-cre-
ating the dialectic, and holding to our hlsbory-m-the-
making.

Women Worldide

by Mary Jo Grey

More than 100 workers—including pregnant -

women—suffered nausea, blackouts and convulsions,
Nov. 11, after being poisoned by toxic chemicals at the
DINDEX garment factory in El Salvador. Health offi-
cials cited conditions for the workers —more than 90% of
whom are women —at the overcrowded, improperly ven-
tilated factory as “slave-like and not fit for humans.”

They are demandmg that conditions be 1mproved before .

“the plant is allowed to reopen.
* * *
Women in Fuerza Unida seek support to force Levi
Strauss & Company to negotiate a just severance pack-
age for them comparable to that given to the 6,400

~ workers laid off, Nov. 3, at 11 of their plants in three’

states. Fuerza Unida is a grassroots organization of
1,150 mainly Mexican women workers in-San Antonio,
Tex., laid off in 1990 when the company decided to move
the plant to Costa Rica. Many women lost everything,
including cars and homes. They state: “We are the ones
who have been prickling the conscience of Levi’s in front
of the workers, the community, the consumers and the
general public for the past seven long years. We are the
ones who have been out there on the street with our
children and grandchildren in every kind of weather
demanding justice from Levi’s, even endunng a 21-day
‘hunger fast.” .

Black mothers speak out
ON THE MILLION WOMAN MARCH

Editor’s Note ~ Below we print excerpts from an inter-
view with Georgiana Williams, founder of Mothers
Reclaim Qur Children and the LA4+ Defense Committee. -

Los Angeles—The Million Woman March touched me
when I got a call asking if I wanted to be a coordinator.
First I said no, I don’t want to be bothered. Then as I
thought about it and they kept calling me, I decided to get
involved. I was supposed to talk on youth in Los Angeles -
on Oct. 22, but I wasn't going to be there on that day. .

But whiat touched me most about the march was that -
there were so many young people there under the age of
25 and not just Black kids. It was multiracial. I even saw |
a punk-rocker, with rings in her nose and eyelids and loud
colored hair. I don’t know if they were supporters, but I
talked to a lot of college kids and
: autographed a lot of posters. And

I found the same problems we
have here in California, we have
all over.

I do know that i in the 21st cen-
tury there are going to be major
changes in the Black community

_because our young people are
going to school and going to col-
lege and being educated. They will be able to do the things
that me and my momma and grandma weren't able to do.
They'll have gone to school and learned everything they .
need to learn about the laws and the system and society.

When I was asked to be a speaker I wanted to talk
about mothers, because so many mothers will not go, as
old people used to say, to bat for their children. Kids get-
arrested and their parents don’t try to get them outon
bail, won’t go to court with them. They just believe what
the police say. I was like that as a mother.

* I wanted to encourage mothers to come out and to get

‘ involved, to get in some kind of grassroots group and to

find out what is going on in the criminal justice system.
The ladies on welfare, they need to come out and get
involved; We need day care places for our children.

And we need some really good counseling centers for
our children to come and talk. I think a lot of them are
hurt and angry. Many of these young men become gang

- mmembers because they are so angry. It would be good if we
~ could have a place where they could come .a couple of

times a week and vent their anger.

The march showed how everybody wants change. There
was so much love and respect. If they bumped into you
they would say excuse me, sister, where are you from sis-
ter, oh I'love you sister. I am floating with joy, with peace,
with happiness to know I can expect big changes in the
African~American community, long overdue. It is an honor
to know I have seen some of the suffering; and I'll be here
to enjoy: some of the freedom and the justice. -

ON SPECIAL EDUCATION .

Chicago—What do the slogans “Kids First” and “Stay
in School” really mean to poor people? For my child who is
in specxal education it means being pushed from one level
to another not because of his ability but to make room for -
younger kids coming into the class. This means moving
him and other children around so the schools can bring in
more money with new students. :

What will happen-in the future for these kids who
already have delays? Will they eventually become just
another statistic—homeless, jobless, a street person. for
America to point its finger at? These children are-. set up
for failure at a pre-school level.

Special needs should not mean switching and combin-
ing learning, speech, and behavior disabilities into one -
room. Attention should be individually given to these dis-

- abilities. Where will these children go from here? “Kids

- First!” Whose kids? —Rose

Mail delays expose mhumamty of prlsons

Ogkland, Calif.—Most progressive reports from
prisons concentrate on abuses perpetrated against
prisoners. These abuses are pervasive, shocking and
deserve a lot more.exposure and attention. However,
one might be’led to believe that they were isolated inci-
dents that could be reformed. One might then miss
. what is wrong with the whole “principle” that governs
prisons.

At my recent visit to Valley State Prlson for Women
in Chowchllla, Cal., inmates talked about how every
woman prisoner speaks about the delays in getting
mail. The guards open (and presumably read) all pris-
oners’ mail before they deliver it. Thus a letter that the

post office delivers in a day, takes 7-10 days to be deliv- -

ered to prisoners. Sometimes mail is sent back to the
sender and the prisoner is only notified that mail came
for her and was sent back.

Mail is the women’s primary link to their families
and loved ones. Delaying mail aims at their social ties.
As an ex-prisoner pointed out in a Women’s Review
of Books article, “Aristotle said we're all political ani-
mals, political, in the sense of social, that we need other
people.” What makes us human are relations with
other human beings. Denial of those connections is a
direct denial of our humanity.

Mail delay exposes the institution’s systematlcf

denial of what is fundamental to women’s humanity. It
shows the lie of Teena Farmon’s (Central California
Women’s Facility warden) statement that “I work for a
department that wishes to be wants to be, a humane
orgamzatmn

The pnsoners complaints point to the fact that the
whole; pnson system must be abolished. Yet the anti-
human prisen system is not out of place in this anti-
human society. It is its logical extreme. All that a lot of
peoplé, who end up in prisons, need is help. The so-
called war on drugs never deals with why people turn
to that escape, it just puts hundreds of thousands in
prisons. Many mental health hospitals are now closed,
and the population in need of help was turned out onto
the streets and from there, sometimes, into prisons.

Frantz Fanon, when undertaking running of a men-
tal hespital in Algeria, first removed- the chains in
which the patients were kept. He insisted that they
form ‘explicitly social relations: with each other, as a
community running the hospital, and with their fami-
lies, who he brought right into the hoespital. As a revo-
lutionary humanist, he clearly saw that strengthening
social ties brings out the humanity in everyone.

Frantz Fanon broke with treating society’s problems
as psychiatric therapy the minute a revolution started
in Algeria and more total alternatives became possible.
He maintained that it. was not so much .that his
patients were not fit to live in society, as that society
was not a fit place for people. Prisons are where we now
put people the criminal system judges not fit to live in
society. Isn’t it time to create a society fit for people?

—Urszula Wislanka

, Adapted from The Fire Inside, a newsletter for and

by incarcerated women. Address: - CCWC, 100
MecAllister St., San Francisco, CA 94102.
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