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Profits soar in energy 'crisis'
TALKS

HMO leeches
b y H t u n Lin
Working at the Kaiser HMO, I sense a major cultural change. Nobody seems to feel like they belong anymore as they walk around with frustrated expressions
on their faces. The heart of the operation used to be the
admissions office, driving the practical activity of the
hospital. We had the sense that our reason for being
here was to take in patients from emergency and
assign them to the hospital.
Efficiency used to mean how quickly we could get a
patient from emergency to a hospital bed staffed by
qualified permanent medical staff. After ten years of
restructuring, efficiency has taken on a whole new
meaning. It now means how few nursing and allied
staff can they get away with providing each day.
Because head count flexibility is paramount, we see
a revolving door of temporary and casual staff provided by subcontractors and labor agencies. The heart of
the operation now is the imperious staffing office.
Everyone has to answer to them including the nursing
supervisor who now is reduced to no more than an artful accountant and skillful juggler of nurse-to-patient
ratios.
Her concrete nursing abilities are no longer primary.
Her main job is to keep costs in line by restricting
staffing levels within budgetary constraints, predetermined by the bean counters at headquarters. Taylorism has arrived in health care.
We know it is nothing personal against us health
workers that makes our employer do this. I don't even
think they are lying when they say their pharmaceutical and equipment costs went up with the explosion of
high-tech. I think they are telling the truth when they
say the large corporate subscribers of group health
plans have been pressuring them to cut costs. Not only
that, Kaiser feels compelled by cutthroat competition
from the for-profit HMOs to abide by "market" stan(Continued on page 3)

Sudan and oil
b y J o h n Alan
For over 18 years a brutal civil war has been fought
in Sudan between the ruling Arabic speaking Muslims
of the north and the indigenous Black Sudanese living
in the south. The most recent economic reason for this
conflict was the unilateral decision, of the ruling northern Sudanese government in Khartoum to sell concessions to Western and Asian oil corporations to drill for
oil in Sudan.
Nature had placed Sudan's rich crude petroleum
areas in southern Sudan. To validate its agreement
with multinational oil corporations, the Khartoum
regime sent in troops to clear and protect those areas
from any opposition by southern Sudanese. According
to a recent Amnesty International report, the Arabic
Khartoum regime has used ground attacks, helicopter
gunships and indiscriminate high-altitude bombardment to clear the local population from oil rich areas.
This massive displacement of the local population
was followed in the last decade by the deployment of
additional weaponry and forces, specifically drafted to
protect the oil fields. The military tactics of the government's security force destroyed harvests and looted
livestock as it occupied the area to prevent the return
of the displaced population. This scorched earth policy
has caused the death of more than 2 million people and
has uprooted another 4.4 million, many of whom may
die from famine.
There is a long list of multinational oil corporations
now holding oil drilling concessions in Sudan. Among
the major ones we find the Great Nile Petroleum and
Oil Corporation (GNPOC) with a concession to drill for
oil in two areas. GNPOC's main partner is the China
National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), owned by the
People's Republic of China. The CNPC owns a 40%
share in this project. Other major shareholders are the
Malaysian state-owned Petronas which has a 30%
stake in Canada's Talisman Energy, and Sudapet, the
national petroleum company of Sudan, which has a 5%
(Continued on page 8)

by Ron Brokmeyer

times last year's wholesale electricity rates. Davis has
also been trying to secretly negotiate long term contracts and bailouts of California's utilities by having
the state buy their transmission lines.

On June 6, hundreds of trade unionists marched on
a local Duke Energy power plant in Oakland, Cal.,
demanding a public takeover of California's power generation. This was only one
of dozens of ongoing demonstrations in
California by labor, environmental and
consumer groups against a fake energy
crisis in which power generation plants,
many of which were sold off by California's own utilities, extorted exorbitant
prices by withholding power. As if California were a Third World economy, the
state's power grid operator regularly
ordered rolling blackouts causing
tremendous economic dislocation, chaos
in traffic and elevators, and sometimes
extreme hardship as with home care
patients on respirators. The shutdowns
lured California Governor Grey Davis
into buying energy at outrageous prices.
Duke Energy is especially hated
because it set a record by charging the
State of California an astronomical
$3,880 per megawatt hour on the spot Unionists, environmentalists, and consumer advocates protest disenergy market. The spot energy market ruptions and harm from electricity blackout rolling over California.
is a buy-it-as-you-need-it method and
became the source for power for California utilities
Only on June 18, after the State of California was
when they sold off their within-state power plants in
bled dry, after public uproar and mass demonstrations
order to deregulate.
throughout the state, did FERC move on its November,
Before energy prices spiked last year they were
2000 determination that California wholesale energy
already at a historically high average price of $50 per
prices were not "just and reasonable" and institute
megawatt hour. The demonstration was also against
"price mitigation." Up until then FERC did almost
the notorious Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
nothing though its responsibility is precisely to regu(FERC) which fiddled while a mostly Texas-centered
late wholesale energy prices to make them "just and
power cartel of giants like Enron, Reliant and Dynergy
reasonable." That regulatory responsibility goes back
bled California dry. Their profits last year, even before
to the 1930s when, during the Roosevelt administra-'
this year's gouging, went up 42%, 55% and 210%,
tion, the capitalists themselves recognized that relirespectively.
able power at a reasonable price is the lifeblood of an
Since January California went from sporting a $6
industrial society. Over the whole year the projections
billion projected surplus to financial ruin. It is now browere that rolling blackouts would result in $16 billion
kering with skeptical bond underwriters, trying to
in lost production and other damage.
float a $13.4 billion bond issue. This loan is to be repaid
A CRISIS OF GREED
through unprecedented energy price hikes. That burden of a more than 40% hike went into effect in June
Problems started in May of 2000 when electricity
and falls on mostly residential customers. This is on
prices skyrocketed from $50 a megawatt hour to $180.
top of a 9% increase in January. The energy cartel has
This was caused by a jump in the price of natural gas
stolen the surplus that was to go to improve long
used in many California power plants. Natural gas
neglected essential services, especially public educaprices went up to $19 at the California border for the
tion in a state that now ranks 40th in spending per
same amount of gas that cost $5 in Texas. According to
pupil.
Texas regulators, only another dollar could be reasonAt the same time California's two largest utilities,
ably added for transportation. The difference is that
the bankrupt PG&E and Southern California Edison,
Texas giant El Paso withheld 1 billion cubic feet a day
were allowed by FERC to shield billions of dollars in
of excess pipeline capacity to drive up natural gas
profitable assets, which have been transferred to their
prices and conspired to stop an additional pipeline that
parent companies. They left the local utilities saddled
would have fed northern California from Canada. Gas
with $14 billion in debt. Declaring emergency powers,
prices dropped dramatically since El Paso Merchant
Governor Davis set up a power authority and used the
Energy's contract expired May 31, 2001 and 30 comstate's treasury to buy $50 to $75 million in power
(Continued on page 10)
every day since January, at prices from 10 to even 60

Asian youths fight racism in Britain
London—The pretensions of the main political parties to keep race out of the general election campaign
last month were blown apart in Oldham by the forced
entry onto the agenda of the day by those on the receiving end of the racist reality. For three nights in early
June, Oldham, in Lancashire, Northern England was
rocked by a spontaneous act of rebellion in which Asian
youth fought running battles first with neo-Nazis, then
with the Greater Manchester Police. The reverberations of the youth uprising continued with major confrontations in the city of Leeds days later and in the
neighboring town of Burnley on June 23 and 24.
The action was sparked by gangs of far right thugs
attacking houses and people on the street. A pregnant
woman was kicked in the stomach. As the police were
nowhere to be seen, "when it came to our doorstep people defended themselves" as one youth put it.
Ashid Ali, of the Oldham Bangladeshi Youth Association, declared, "We had a community here that had
been boiling up and this was the spark that started the
fire." When the police did arrive in force they4
began arresting the Asian youth, who then turned
their rage against the police.
.Ateeq Siddique, an anti-racist activist in Bradford,
Yorkshire added, "What's happening in Oldham isn't
about so-called 'racial tensions.' It's about naked, violent racism: the racism of the far Right and the racism
institutionalised within the police force."
The Commission for Racial Equality, in a 1994 study
of unlawful segregation in housing by Oldham Borough
Council, found that 71% of tenants on one rundown

estate were Asian, while on a nearby modern estate
only one resident was Asian.
The high vote for the British National Party
across Oldham represents, to quote one bourgeois paper, a "carnival of regression." Despite
this, the aspiration to working class unity
remains a core principle of socialism; but the
problem in Oldham, and elsewhere, does not simply, as most of the Left argues, arise from the
bosses' traditional tactic of divide and conquer;
our class is already conquered and at present we
are not even within striking distance of the bourgeoisie.
Another problem is that narrowing the fight against
racism to the question of violence alone abandons the
problem of a racist capitalist society itself. Instead,
removed from the context of a racist society, racist
attacks are portrayed as a problem of individual psychology. Racial violence can become a blanket term for
any violence'between people of different races—so that
Blacks are seen to be as capable as whites of racist
(Continued on page 11)
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AIDS reveals sickness of capitalism
b y Maya J h a n s i
On June 25-27, the first global summit to discuss
the greatest disease catastrophe in human history was
convened by the UN. At least 22 million people have
died of AIDS in the last 20 years. Over 36 million live
with the AIDS virus-25 million live on the continent of
Africa. In Botswana, with the highest rate of AIDS in
the world, 38.8 % of people 18-49 years old, and nearly
half of women in their 20s, are infected with HIV. An
article in The Nation rightly called this reality global
apartheid.
It's so strange that people refer to the AIDs pandemic as a "ravage of nature" or the act of a vengeful
god. In fact it is nothing but dirty capitalist
politics-the disease may not be, but the pandemic is.
Why did it take so long for the world's leaders (not all
of them, none from the "developed" world) to finally get
together to discuss it?

LIMITATIONS OF THE UN
So what came out of this conference? A watered
down Declaration of Commitment that bowed to pressures by Islamic fundamentalists and the Vatican to
drop gays, drug users and prostitutes from being singled out as especially vulnerable groups. They also
fought inclusion of wording about the right of women
to control their sexual lives, but lost.
The Declaration highlights prevention over treatment, setting up deadlines for governments to bring
down the rate of infection, but virtually ignoring the
millions without access to life-saving drugs. So far, the
only positive effect of the conference was that the U.S.
felt pressured to drop its lawsuit against Brazil for
manufacturing and distributing for free some U.S.
patented AIDS drugs.
Like the disease itself, this crisis is so manifold and
nefarious that our response can't be filtered down to
one or another program. In fact, this issue has rekindled an important dimension of the anti-globalization
movement. ACT-UP, which had dwindled into inactivity in the last decade, has remobilized itself into a
smaller but more diverse group calling for the cancelling of Third World debts and access to AIDS drugs
for all people.
They led a rally in New York before the conference
that suggests a new opening for a more comprehensive
response to the epidemic than the UN is unlikely to
provide on its own. However, this dimension of the
anti-globalization movement, like all the others, needs
to go deeper into the issues, to uncover a truly viable
opposition to this insanely inhuman world. Nothing
shows this better than the impact of AIDS on women.

Women Worldwide
b y Mary J o Grey
Shouting "We're not gonna take it!" and carrying
signs that read "scabs go home," striking nurses, June
15, surrounded vans filled with scabs attempting to
take their jobs at Brockton (Massachusetts) Hospital.
The nurses have been on strike against understaffing
and mandatory overtime since May 25, after working
without a contract since September. The strikers are
receiving support from people around the state in their
fight for safe patient care and working conditions.
They are seeking a hospital commitment to hire and
retain the staff needed to take care of patients safely,
rather than forcing nurses to work overtime when they
are ill or tired.

The first recipients of the Millennium Peace Prize
for Women have been announced by the United
Nations Development Fund for Women and the London
human rights organization, International Alert. They
include:
* Flora Brovina, the Kosovar Albanian pediatrician
and feminist sentenced by Serbs to 12 years in prison,
and subsequently released under international pressure, for operating a women's clinic and opposing Serb
atrocities in Kosova.
* Asma Jahangir and Hina Jilani, Pakistani sisters
whose lives have been threatened for defending
women's and human rights.
* Veneranda Nzambazamariya, who helped women
recover from the traumas of the 1994 massacres in
Rwanda.
* Leitana Negan Women's Development Agency, a
West Papua organization working for peace among
splintered communities.
* Ruta Pacifica de las Mujeres, a Colombian group
organizing massive women's peace demonstrations.
(See story on Colombia on page 9.)
—Information from Sister Namibia

A recent study revealed that wage discrimination is
still alive and well in the U.S. The National Organization for Women reported that certain wage differences
between men and women, whites and people of color,
can only be attributed to discrimination. Women working full time currently average only 72% of men's
salaries—a decrease from previous years. Black
women are paid 65% of white men's salaries, and Latin
women 52%. The wage gap has changed less than a
penny per year since 1963.

Nearly half of the world's 36 million people infected
with HIV are women-and the number is growing.
Women now make up 60% of new infections. In subSaharan Africa, teen-age girls are five times more likely to be infected than boys. In the U.S. a 2001 Kaiser
Foundation Report found that women make up a growing number of new HIV infections, and that women of
color are "hardest hit." Although Black women are only
13% of U.S. females over age 13, they account for 63%
of the AIDS cases among women in that age group.
The response of the UN is inadequate. While
UNAIDS signed an agreement with the UN Development Fund for Women to fight the gender inequity that
facilitates the spread of AIDS, it had only a very few
sessions on women and AIDS at the global conference.
To make matters worse, UNAIDS singled out men as
the focus for World Aids Day both this year and last.
Their logic is telling. In their statement about the
World AIDS Day campaign, they argue that, "All over
the world, women find themselves at special risk of
HIV infection because of their lack of power to determine where, when and how sex takes place. What is
less recognized, however, is that the cultural beliefs
and expectations that make this the case also heighten
men's own vulnerability."

SEXISM AND AIDS
How can they use patriarchy and violence against
women as an excuse to focus on men? Not only do they
argue that men are more affected by AIDS, but they
believe that only through mobilizing men will any of
the problems implicated in the spread of AIDS be
stopped. This displays a blatant disregard for women's
self-determination.
This disregard for women's self-determination is at
the core of everything. The conditions that have led to
the increased rate of AIDS in women include their lack
of power and control over their own bodies, their susceptibility to violence and rape, and their inability to
force a man to use a condom.
Indeed, as African feminists have pointed out, the
threat and fear of AIDS has made matters worse for
African women. The fear of AIDS is one cause of the
continued and sometimes increased practice of female
genital mutilation. Many see it as a protection against
AIDS. In fact, it increases women's chances of getting
AIDS when they do have intercourse because of cutting
and trauma in the area. In addition, younger and
younger girls are being pushed into prostitution and
marriage, both of which put young girls at risk of contracting AIDS.
The feeble declarations of the UN will do very little,
in the end, to fight this deadly reality. This is some" thing women have learned since the much touted Beijing women's conference in 1995. At that time, a lot of
similar declarations were made, but women, especially
when it comes to AIDS, are worse off now. It's fine that
the global summit brought worldwide attention to the
AIDS pandemic, but until the inhuman logic of an
inhuman world is challenged at its root, we will not be
able to eradicate this plague. Without that, the priorities of the medical world, of drug companies, governments and leaders will remain as they are. The virtual
holocaust that Africa faces (5-7 million expected to die
by 2010 in South Africa alone) makes this absolutely
unacceptable. There is no time to waste.

Operation Save America
i n

Wichita!

July 13-21 "Operation Save America," formerly
"Operation Rescue," plans to shut down abortion
clinics and target abortion providers in their homes in
Wichita, Kansas. Dr. Tiller, one of only five late term
abortion providers in the U.S., was shot by these
fanatics in 1993. They plan to go to his house in

w-

Wichita. Feminist and pro-choice religious groups in
Wichita are organizing to defend women and abortion
providers, but they need the help of feminists all over
the country. Ten years ago when Operation Rescue
attacked Wichita, they were successful in shutting down
many clinics for weeks. This can't happen again! In
Chicago a broad coalition is forming to send buses to
Wichita. Call Refuse and Resist: 312-683-5194 (Chicago)
or 212-713-5657 (national).

Women on Waves
On June 11, a privately financed Dutch medical
ship, "Women on Waves," set sail from Rotterdam to
its first port of call, Dublin. According to Rebecca Gobarts, a gynecologist who heads the project, no surgical
abortions will be performed on the first trip. On
request, contraceptives like IUDs as well as the RU486 pill will be available. The ship then goes on to
other Irish ports.
Abortion is illegal in Ireland. According to the Irish
Family Planning Association, last year 6,300 Irish
women traveled to England to end unwanted pregnancies.
Stops in other countries where women have difficulties finding legal or safe abortions are planned "only
where local women's groups invite and cooperate with
the ship's team." Plans for the project include consultation and follow-up care. A spokesperson for the project said the ship "of course is not the solution to the
abortion problem. The Project is a gesture of solidarity and a means to make the suffering of women more
visible."
It is also hoped that much discussion will be provoked wilth offers of support to women who want to
change the laws. Every year 20 million abortions are
performed under illegal, unsafe conditions, resulting
in a death rate of 80,000 women.
-Sheila G.

Central Park rally against sexism
New York—Women rallied in Central Park June
9 to say "we are still outraged" a year after 56 women
were assaulted in the park by a crowd of men following the Puerto Rican Day Parade. The women
passers-by were doused with water, stripped and sexually molested, while the police refused to respond to
pleas for help.
The Street Harassment
Project put out a call for the
commemorative rally. Puerto Rican and other Latina
groups joined with other
feminists to put on the
event. Speakers included
Maria Tricoche, a Vieques
activist, who said, "This has
nothing to do with the Puerto Rican Parade. It goes
back to Adam and Eve,
when Eve got the blame
because Adam was stupid
enough to eat the apple. The
same
attitude
toward
women appears in every
class, race and country; only
the degree differs."
Another speaker was
Brigette Moore of the Black
Grrrl Revolution, Inc., in Brooklyn. She read her poem
z in the October 2000 issue of Ms. magazine. It speaks
of "bringing feminism to the hood" in opposition to
"forms of Black nationalism that degrade women."
"Some women say I overreacted in my outrage against
the Central Park assaults," she said. "They blame the
incident on alcohol and heat. These people wouldn't
excuse a lynching or cross-burning because of alcohol
and heat. I protest all forms of patriarchy and misogyny, just as I protest racism."
NOW-NYC called on women and men to "stand up

for your sisters when we are being harassed or
grabbed at or disrespected in public or private places."
NOW also demanded city and federal investigations of
police conduct during the incident last year.
Mindful that some Puerto Rican groups considered
the feminist protests to be anti-Puerto Rican, the
Street Harassment Project flyer said, "Assaults and
harassment of women are
about sexism itself, not any
one group of men. Therefore, the focus on the Puerto Rican Day Parade is an
evasion of the truth of
omnipresent sexism, as
well as an excuse to further
oppress the Puerto Rican
community." Sure enough,
this year's Puerto Rican
Day Parade June 10
became an excuse for police
to "lock down" the paraders
and parts of the Bronx
| where celebrations took
^ place after the parade.
^Police beat and pepper
w sprayed the crowd that
| evening, arresting 42 peo< pie and injuring others.
Both Puerto Rican and feminist groups condemned
using last year's assaults as an excuse to repress Puerto Ricans.
Many Speakers at the rally called on men to confront other men when they see harassment taking
place, because "silence is approval." There were also
testimonials from women who had been deeply hurt by
verbal and physical attacks from strangers in the
street. All of the groups at the rally urged people to get
involved in this issue.
-Anne Jaclard
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V&V Supremo strikers face scabs
Chicago—Imagine yourself as a new worker in the
U. S. thinking that you have come to a rich country
where you might make the money needed for yourself
and your family that's with you, and send some money
to your family in your home country. You take a test
and pay money to obtain a special driver's license to
drive a truck in Illinois.
You then get a job at V&V Supremo in Chicago
and make all of $8.50 per hour. The bare minimum livable wage (poverty level) is now about
$8.15. If that same worker got a job in the V&V
production facility (cheese and other dairy products) or in the warehouse, that person would
make $6.25.
One worker's check stub showed raises over a twoyear period that brought his wage to $6.75. This is well
below the official poverty line! The only thing that
brings these workers' earnings to a reasonable level is
that they might work 35 hours or more overtime in a
week.

Workshop Talks
(Continued from page 1)
dards.
I see this as Kaiser merely responding to what Marx
called a new social average labor time. Labor time for
a given product averaged over the whole society determines value. That new social average tells them to cut
costs because all the employers insist on cutting
health care costs for their employees to compensate for
their own diminishing profit margins. The pressure is
to reduce the cost of labor by cutting the cost of their
health care and cutting the number of workers themselves.
Health care workers feel the pressure from
both angles. So what Marx called "socially necessary labor time" required to deliver the product, in this case health care, is what drives managers. This drives front line health care workers
crazy. We want to really care for our patients
and that contradicts the corporate goal of value
production.
Our daily tasks are broken down into discrete manageable mathematical units. Each task is assigned a
value as is each patient care requirement and each
morbidity factor. All of this used to be a tool for the
nurses to determine the level of care needed by the
patient. Now it is used by staffing administrators to
mathematically manipulate these numbers to meet
their budgetary constraints.
The bottom line is to get away with the least
amount of nursing time, eliminating as much labor as
possible. This is done through the use of machines,
accompanied by less skilled personnel and also
through the promotion of patient "self care" and "home
care" techniques. In other words, anything that would
"liberate" the nurse from bedside care.
What is especially alienating is that the pressure never stops. Workers implicitly recognize
the inner workings of value production and its
extraction of surplus value from our labor to satisfy the quest for profits. We have seen them
spend a billion dollars on high-tech to replace
half our workforce and still come back to us
later crying "red ink" and "we need more effort
from you."
They call for us to be better "team players," cut costs
more, and work faster in order to take on more
patients. Because nursing has been so thoroughly
abused by managed care's staff reductions and speedup, now they are unable to attract new applicants into
the profession.
We know we are more productive than ever. Our
rate of on-the-job injuries, especially bad backs and
needle sticks, are proof of this. Yet our employer, like a
hapless giant hounding the goose that lays his golden
eggs to produce more, never seems to be satisfied.

Chicago covers a very large area. There are stores
that carry Supremo cheese all over. The quota for each
driver is to sendee 28 stores per day. Electronic surveillance monitors the time spent in each store. The
driver is not to spend more than 12 minutes at each
site delivering product, collecting payments from the
stores, taking back returns, and even selling new products for the company.
The production workers are supposed to mix the
cheese; pour the cheese into molds; press the molds
into the final shape (with whatever minor cleaning is
necessary) at a rate of five molds per minute (12 seconds each). After performing this maneuver at least
2,100 times a day at below poverty wages (overtime
nearly doubles that number), this individual is supposed to return home and perform his or her duties as
the perfect genteel bourgeois citizen—bringing up the
next generation of happy and successful citizens.
The workers have chosen to organize themselves into Teamsters Local 703. They are asking
for reasonable pay and working conditions, and
medical benefits. The owner, Gilberto Villasenon, has hired replacement workers, extra
security thugs to intimidate the workers, security to follow (and "protect") the replacement drivers (whose quotas are a fraction of the regular
drivers), and undoubtedly some high-priced
lawyers to protect his dictatorial rule at V&V.
Paying the workers a fair livable wage is not likely
to put him and his in-laws and cousins who manage his
enterprise into a soup line. But recognizing the union
will reduce his dictatorship. Protecting that is very
expensive.
—Dennis Dixon

Bridge rally for
transit workers
.

•

•;

>

r

^

-

.

New York—On Wednesday, June 20, the whole
Brooklyn Bridge was occupied by thousands of workers
from Transport Workers Union Local 100 and their
sympathizers demanding that health care benefits not
be taken away. This march and rally across the Brooklyn Bridge was so well organized that we didn't even
leave any garbage on the bridge.
Daily News reporters and photographers were there,
but there was a news blackout—nothing made it into
the newspaper. Why? Maybe because Mayor Giuliani is
negotiating with the Teachers' Union and doesn't want
news of this massive rally to be spread widely.
Last year the Transit Authority initiated 16,000 disciplinary actions against us. They also control payments from the Health Benefits Trust, which is paying
its bills one week late. Negotiations have bogged down.
The Transit Authority is talking about work rule
changes and co-pays as part of any bargain. It refuses
to hand over the $20 million which the contract obliges
them to pay into the Health Benefits Trust fund. But
our union is back! Members are angry that health benefits are still in jeopardy and we are fighting for our
rights on the job. We will not be forced to make concessions. We organized a great rally.
—New shop steward

Lives on the LineI

III

Women on picket lines in the 1974 Brookfield, Ky. miners' strike.
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Lives on the Line: Dispatches from the U.S.Mexico Border, by Miriam Davidson (University of
Arizona Press, Tucson, 2000)
Lives on the Line is about the border towns of
Nogales, Arizona in the U.S. and Nogales, Sonora in
Mexico. The book looks at the problems brought about
by the maquiladoras and the resulting environmental,
social and economic changes on both sides of the border. It puts a human perspective on the workers who
came to Nogales, Sonora and how the workers and
their families lived in the colonias and how they survived and changed.
One of the problems discussed is pollution from the
factories and the efforts of some citizens of Nogales,
Arizona to deal with the cancer clusters. Their efforts
as usual were bogged down in bureaucracy.
There is also a look at the problems of the border
patrol, the border crossers and the wall the U.S. built
along the border. There is an interesting chapter on
what are called "the tunnel children." These are homeless children and. teenagers who lived in tunnels under
the border. The two border towns were not ready for
the maquiladoras and their problems. It has been a
long, hard time on both sides of the border.
—Pauline

Day labor rally at
BBJ Linen
Chicago—On June 19—or "Juneteenth," the day in
1865 that the last group of slaves in Texas found out
that slavery had been officially abolished—day laborers and activists from a wide coalition of unions and
immigrant rights organizations, advocates for the
homeless, student groups and youth involved in Union
Summer protested at BBJ Linen, a sweatshop that
launders and rents out the finest linens for the parties
that the wealthy host.
Those struggling for the rights of day laborers were
employing a new method of struggle by targeting companies that hire day laborers instead of solely focusing
on the agencies that contract them out.
Close to 200—mostly Black and Latino—turned out
on BBJ Linen's parking lot and set up a stage complete
with microphone to demand justice for the day laborers. BBJ hires day laborers almost exclusively, many of
whom have been there for years with absolutely no
benefits. These workers have never received a raise,
unless you count minimum wage increases, which is all
BBJ pays.
Conditions are so bad that 50 workers walked
off the job in early June. Two of the five women
workers who were fired for this action, after
being targeted as its leaders, spoke to the crowd
in Spanish. One of the women had been at BBJ
for over four years. The crowd demanded their
immediate reinstatement along with the other
three fired workers. Other demands included a
wage increase which, would be retroactive and
an end to threats of being fired or deported for
questioning conditions and wages or for union
organizing.
A recently fired man in his seventies who had been
at BBJ for years spoke to the crowd in Spanish. "I'm
here to demand justice. I was fired because they said
I'm old and too slow and not worth anything. They said
I couldn't work fast enough. I asked if they realized
that they'd be old some day." He also demanded justice
for the other fired workers and for those still at BBJ.
The highlight of the demonstration-came when the
shift changed and the doors opened. Some of the workers, all Latino, looked like they couldn't have been over
14 years old. A small crowd of women workers came
over to the rally. You could almost feel their hearts
pounding.
One woman took the stage alongside one of the fired
workers and in Spanish said: "Every time we protest
working conditions, they say the doors are open and we
can walk out. I've been working here for eight years
through different day labor agencies and have never
gotten a raise. We want holidays and benefits just as
other workers do because we deserve them as well. I
hope that my co-workers will come out and join us
because this is good for us and for our families."
While there was no walkout this day, things are definitely brewing. To get involved, contact the Day Labor
Organizing Project at (312) 435-4548 or Jobs with Justice at (312) 738-6205.
—Sonia Bergonzi

'Real1 prison jobs
Colorado—We are dying here in these prison cages
so a prison guard can get a paycheck without having to
work a "real" job. In the community around this prison
there are generations of prison guard, families. I suppose these people really do teach their offspring the art
of imposing oppression and hardship on prisoners—in
other words, the art of kicking others when they are
down.
"
When I tried to expose the cancers growing on this
system, I learned very quickly that the ones who do
speak out are dealt with in horrible ways that have
been perfected through the years. Any who come to the
forefront against the demons of the prison industry are
deemed the enemy and censored. Blasphemy isn't a sin
reserved for the Bible. Cursing the gods of the prison
industry will get you into hell just as fast!
The prison system has been allowed to strip us of our
access toJegal assistance. How many thousands would
be able to secure their release through the courts if
they had the money to hire a real attorney? Here in
Colorado, prisoners are expected to work a job where
they are paid 56 cents to a dollar a day. Then as if to
add insult to that, the prison system withholds 20% of
that for restitution or paying court fees or fines.
When that one or two dollars is withheld and sent to
the clerk of the court monthly, has a "good deed" been
done by the prison to benefit the citizens? Or has the
prison once again played the role of humiliator and
dehumanizer? It costs the State of Colorado more to
collect this money than what is collected, but it is to
make a point—just like it costs the State of Alabama
more to have their chain gangs than what is earned
with the services of the "legalized slaves."
It seems like most of the inmates coming into the
system today are so preoccupied with telling each other
and themselves how tough and gangsterlike they are
that they don't take the time to see what's happening
to them. While they play make-believe gangster, the
guards raid their cells with the force of 10 or 15 to one
and assault inmates in the name of "control." If any
other group of men chose to attack single unarmed men
in such armed groups, they would be labeled cowards,
but cowards in uniform are called heroes.
—Jay

