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The struggle for India's future
TALKS

Life or death at WTO
by Htun Lin
At the latest World Trade Organization talks in Cancun, Mexico, Lee Kyang Hae of South Korea, with fist
in the air and a sign reading "WTO kills farmers," committed suicide as a protest against WTO's agricultural
policies. He wanted to bring to the world's attention
the plight of small farmers in his country.
His suicide so moved the anti-WTO activists who
came from all over the world that an intersection near
the site was spontaneously renamed "Plaza Lee." All
over Cancun, graffiti appeared which read "Todos
somos Kyang" (We are all Kyang).
Lee himself was a small farmer, leader of
South Korea's union of farmers, and a three time
member of the provincial assembly. South
Korea's rural communities saw Mr. Lee as a heroic figure, a defender of debt-ridden farmers
struggling to maintain an age-old agrarian tradition.
Lee's South Korean compatriots are not alone. From
India to Africa, Japan to Nicaragua, and even here in
the U.S., small farmers are facing the destruction of
their family farms on a scale far more devastating than
a locust infestation. The WTO talks at Cancun collapsed because the poorer countries of the world confronted the developed nations over their unfair farm
subsidies, totaling over $300 billion in the U.S. alone.
Before he died, Lee told his compatriots, "I have
failed you." His last act expressed his own frustration
as well as the despair of small farmers everywhere
being swallowed up by huge international capital. As if
to say there is no way out from the pull of the vortex,
(Continued on page 3)

b y Maya J h a n s i
The Aug. 25 bomb blasts in
Mumbai (Bombay) that killed over
50 people were the latest in a series
#1
of low-scale attacks that have terrorized India in the last year. Two
women, allegedly part of a group
seeking revenge for the massacre of
,..f-v
2,000 Muslims in Gujarat by a
... i-*~ •
Hindu mob last year, were arrested, but it is not clear whether they
were involved in the six other
SM1
%„%
bombings in Mumbai since December. This group is suspected to have
ties with radical Islamist groups in
%
Kashmir and possibly with Al
Qaeda. Whatever the case may be,
< \
we can be sure that the current
,f, /
coalition government headed by the
right-wing
Hindu
nationalist Kollcata, India—Demonstration Aug. 26 against pesticides in soft drinks.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), will
lege told me of a student who named it as his favorite
make full use of them to further its own reactionary
book in a college interview. Although no definite conagenda, including nuclear politics.
clusions can be drawn from these observations, they
We can take some heart in the fact that Mumbai did
are, at the very least, alarming.
not erupt in riots following the bombing. The city kept
As hard as the Right is trying to win the minds and
peace, with students and others even coming together
hearts of India, however, much of the lived everyday
to raise their voices against terrorism and communalreality of Indians escapes the narrow logic of their ideism. However, the Shiv Sena, another Hindu nationalology. Everything from popular culture to ongoing
ist group in Maharashtra, and the BJP are using the
struggles and organizing by the deepest and lowest secbombing to kick off their .campaign for upcoming state
tors of Indian society show that, while the Right has
and national assembly elections.
made important inroads, they have not yet captured
Particularly disturbing is the success the Hindu
the imagination of India.
Right has had in dehumanizing Muslims and other
In the planned industrial city of Faridabad on the
minorities to the point that outlandish lies and propaoutskirts of Delhi, workers and activists from the
ganda, for example about Muslim fertility rates, have
Faridabad Mazdoor Samachar (Faridabad Workers'
entered mainstream discourse. In Pune, a city known
News) talked about their everyday struggles at the fac*
as a center of education because of its many colleges
tories and against the local and state governments.
and universities, I saw dozens of copies of Hitleris
The government has attempted to demolish the shanMein Kampf being sold by pirated book vendors. I
tytowns, some of them over 40 years old, where workasked several of the book vendors about it, and they
ers from companies like Goodyear, Escorts and
told me that they sold two to ten copies of Mein Kampf
Whirlpool live. Although Faridabad is a planned city,
a day. A professor at Pune's well-known Fergusson Col(Continued on page 10)
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Black Latin America

TREATIES O F B L O O D
Slave contracts, known as Asiento treaties, reaped a
harvest of wealth for the English slave traders. They
fulfilled their Asiento agreement by destroying many
villages and killing many people in Africa and shipping
hundreds of thousands of Africans to the Spanish
colonies in Latin America. It has been estimated that
the total number of African slaves imported into Span(Continued on page 5)
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REVOLUTIONARY
BLACK STRUGGLES
AND IDEAS

by John Alan
A year ago, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that
the Latino population had displaced African Americans
as the nation's largest ethnic minority. What this now
means, socially and politically, has yet to manifest
itself in a significant way. However, it should be noted
that the Latino world, both in the U.S. and in Latin
America, has a Black dimension deeply embedded in
its history and is vigorously alive today.
Blacks first appeared in Latin America as members
of Columbus' crew and were among the crew of every
subsequent expedition that left a Spanish or a Portuguese port for Latin America. Black slaves were very
common in Spain and Portugal even before Columbus
discovered the so-called New World. According to Hugh
Thomas, the English historian and author of The Slave
Trade, Black African slaves were numerous on the
Mediterranean coast of Spain and were in Italy and
elsewhere in Europe. In 1444, Portugal mounted the
first seriously organized raid on Blacks to work as
slaves in Portugal.
The economy in the Americas was based on a neverending need for greater and greater numbers of slaves
to extract a maximum amount of labor. To get this
labor, .Spain in 1713 contracted with England to supply
its American colonies "with at least one hundred and
forty-four thousand slaves at the rate of forty-eight
hundred per year" (W.E.B. Du Bois, The Negro).
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Two New
Marxist-Humanist
Publications

I

ANNIVERSARY
EDITION! -

Get both at the special prepublication price of
Dialectics of Black Freedom
Struggles: Race, Philosophy
and the Needed American
Revolution
By John Alan

Each

<t1 K •
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u«P • **> I H C I U d i n g S n i p p i n g
j s a v a j | a b i e for the regular price of $8 plus
$2 shipping ... To order, see page 10.

From the Preface to
DIALECTICS OF BLACK FREEDOM STRUGGLES

O

n June 23, 2003 the U.S. Supreme Court gave narrow approval for the use of race in determining
admissions to the University of Michigan Law
School. At the same time it rejected an affirmative action
program at the University of Michigan undergraduate
school whose admissions policy was seen as a quota
system because it awarded points to minority applicants.
Sandra Day O'Connor was one of the swing votes in the
5-4 decision. Her concern was not in remedying injustices but in what she called "the compelling public interest in diversity." Even though the administration had earlier weighed in with its own opposition to affirmative
action, George W. Bush stated shortly after the decision
that he applauded the Court for "recognizing the value of
diversity...one of America's greatest strengths."
The U.S. military and multinational corporations, both
of which are marketing the U.S. all over the globe, are
strong advocates of "diversity" as a "compelling public
interest." Their use of diversity as a symbol polishes an
apple for market that is thoroughly rotten to the core.
None of this "diversity" is ab'out helping individuals but is

American Civiliation on Trial:
m a c k Masses as Vanguard
Bv Rava
Dunayevskaya

about selling American militarized capitalism to the world,
using Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice as the face of
U.S. imperialism. Booker T. Washington, in the postReconstruction period, played this kind of role for the
emergence of American capitalism in the South.
The truth is that the racist core of American capitalism
is as prevalent as ever. Unemployment among Blacks
today is rising at a faster pace than in any period since
the mid-1970s. Most of the jobs lost have been in manufacturing, where wages for Blacks have historically been
higher than in other fields. Under these racist economic
conditions we-can't expect African Americans to remain
quiescent. We know from American history that the Black
revolt is ongoing and permanent.
This statement is being issued on the 40th anniversary
of the original publication of American Civilization on Trial:
Black Masses as Vanugard, which was issued at the
height of the Civil Rights Movement in 1963 and republished with new Prefaces and Introductions in 1970 and
1983. The following statement, authored primarily by
John Alan, "Black/Red View" columnist for News & Letters newspaper over the past 30 years* has been worked
(Continued on page 7)
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Challenge from Iraqi feminists

Phony clinics abound
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by Anne Jaclard
A radical Iraqi feminist organization has emerged
from the ashes of Baghdad, presenting a challenge to
women's, anti-war and left movements around the
globe, not only to support the Iraqi women, but also to
exchange ideas about creating a different world. The
Organization of Women's Freedom in Iraq (OWFI) was
founded in June to stop post-war atrocities against
women and to fight for women's
equality. By its very existence
and in its writings, OWFI illuminates the internationalism of
the concept of women's liberation, and invites us to
work out its meaning in a new way.
OWFI's Statement of Founding begins: "Women's
"freedom is the measure of freedom and humanity in
society. Not only in Iraq, where women endure the
most severe types of discrimination and injustice, but
also in
t h e
more
developed
cou ntries in
t h e
world
today,
the realization
of full
equality
among
women
a n d

Leftists forget the Iranian experience in 1979, when a
genuine revolution against a fascist dictator was
hijacked by religious fundamentalists.
Some feminists are drawn to secular capitalist society as a "lesser evil" than religious domination. This
posing of the question, as if the two were opposites,
likewise means death for revolutionary movements. As
the 2003-2004 Marxist-Humanist Perspectives discusses, such "lesser evilism"
always'concedes the idea of
freedom to the powers that
exist. We want instead to
change the discussion to how to win the "great, historic, and universal struggle for women's liberation."
To correspond with OWFI or make a donation, contact IWRC at iraqwrc@hotmail.com, or U.S. supporters
at j4fasulo@yahoo.com or through N&L.

WOMAN AS REASON

m e n
Women's rights activists from OWFI partic- s t i 1 1
ipated in the Unemployed Union's demon- requires
stration in Baghdad on July 29. Photo from c° n t i n u "
German magazine Frankfurter Rundschau
struggle
a n d
serious and rapid steps. OWFI considers itself basically an indivisible part of the great, historic, and universal struggle for women's liberation."

'HISTORY IS IN THE MAKING'
The statement and OWFI's newspaper can open lip
a dialogue about the politics of the here and now, and
its relation to social transformation. This, even as feminism in Iraq is being attacked from all sides, and it is
not even safe for women to leave the house! Fundamentalist groups are using the political/vacuum created by the U.S. war to terrorize women, to force them to
veil, to leave jobs and school, and are even raping and
killing them. Yet one of the founders of OWFI, Yanar
Mohammed (whose talk on International Women's Day
is excerpted in the July N&L), chose to launch the
organization and its newspaper with the words, "History is in the making. My call to all our readers is: Support women in Iraq—do not feel sorry for .them—give
them support and solidarity. That is what they need in
their challenge to change the grim future being prepared by America."
The Statement of Founding condemns all past, current and would-be future oppressors: the deposed "fascist Ba'ath regime" that legally deprived women of
"even the trivial and limited rights and freedoms that
men enjoyed"; then the U.S. sanctions that further
impoverished women; and now "regressive political
changes whether originating from the United States
and their destructive wars or the nationalist and
Islamist [fundamentalist] movements in Iraq."
OWFI publishes Mousawat {Equality) while its sister organization in London, the Iraqi Women's Rights
Coalition, publishes an English newspaper Equal
Rights Now! It also runs women's shelters and plans
programs to help women develop job skills, provide
legal services, obtain social insurance, and change the
Constitution to give women equal rights and eliminate
justification for "honor killings" (men killing women
family members). It works with the Unemployed
Union, which held large demonstrations in July, and
with the Worker-Communist Party (no relation to the
Communist Party of Iraq).

TO THE U.S.: END RAPE AND KILLING
OWFI initiated a petition campaign to demand that
the U.S. occupiers "stop rape, abduction and killings of
women."
You
can
sign
on
at
http ://www.ipetitions. com/eampaigns/Women_in_Iraq.
Now OWFI is under attack, not only from the U.S. and
fundamentalists, but also from some of the so-called
Left, because of demanding that the occupiers guarantee women safety, rather than demanding only that the
U.S. get out. These feminists will not allow women to
be excluded from the process of trying to realize a completely different way of life. We want to discuss with
them, what alternatives are possible? How can we
escape the pulls of capitalist and religious unfreedoms?
Some claim to support feminism, yet avoid discussing how to transform society, and truncate the free
flow of ideas by the dead end of advocating a "lesser
evil"—whether that is considered to be the U.S. or the
fundamentalists. Much of the Left around the world
falls into such dead ends, some even to the point of
making alliances with fundamentalists in the belief
they represent the opposite of U.S. imperialism. Such

'Meena, Heroine
of Afghanistan1
Berkeley, Cal.— On the anniversary of September
11 there was a meeting with readings from a new book,
Meena, Heroine of Afghanistan, by Melody Ermachild
Chavis with an introduction by Alice Walker. Walker
read her introduction, stressing what Meena's life
meant.
Chavis said, in the voices of the families of victims
who oppose the use of their loved ones' memory to perpetuate Bush's war, she heard the voices of the women
of Afghanistan. She called her audience and the Revolutionary Association of Women of Afghanistan
(RAWA) a "third force" opposed to both Bush and bin
Laden. She said, "we are people in the millions who are
for civil society, for the rule of international law."
She noted that going to Afghanistan was like going
home to her fundamentalist Irish family in Texas—
encountering the same church of hatred. She asked,
why has fundamentalism grown so much everywhere?
Why was science not able to "save" us from it? Her
answer was that science is not neutral; it gave us the
depleted uranium bombs, for example.
Chavis compared Meena's founding of RAWA in 1977
when she was only 20, to the U.S. Civil Rights struggle. Meena and other women in RAWA decided to advocate for democracy and to practice it in their own lives.
RAWA was to be inter-tribal and inter-ethnic.
Chavis compared Meena to Harriet Tubman: though
she was hunted, she kept crossing the border to smuggle things in and people out. Meena (and RAWA) are
proud of the many schools they founded.
One person asked about the wearing of the burkha.
Chavis answered that it is never about the clothes, but
about human rights. When the government says you
have to wear something to remind you of your devotion, that is an attack on genuine religious feeling.
I raised the question of building solidarity with
women of Afghanistan based on their vision of democracy practiced in everyday life. Chavis' translator, an
Afghan woman, Latifa, liked the question because she
is dismayed at the image of Afghan people as backward
and wants to be a partner in a dialogue.
This meeting of genuine solidarity with people who
want freedom contrasts with the sentiments at antiwar rallies, where many want to confine our critique to
that of the U.S. The need for concrete expressions of
what solidarity means has never been greater.
—Urszula Wislanka

Women are human
There are the hundreds of murdered and missing
women in Juarez and Chihuahua, Mexico. There's the
"accicflftital" murder of French actress, Marie Trintignant by her boyfriend. ("A slap is never an accident"
was the cry from women protesting her death.) There's
the "cleansing" of women in Kenya where widows and
unmarried women are forced to have sex with the "village cleanser" to force out "evil," or they are forced to
give up their land and money. But there is positive
work being done by the women affected.
Women in Kenya have formed co-ops to stand up to
community leaders so that a woman is not alone if she
refuses to be "cleansed." The Court of Women was organized by Asian women's rights groups to pressure world
powers and bring justice to women testifying on forced
prostitution—from Afghanistan to India.
Some take for granted that women are human. But
there are those who believe that women are only to produce children for men or the state. Remember Rev.
Jerry Falwell blaming "feminists" for September 11;
and the Promise Keepers calling for the man to be head
of the home and the woman to obey him. This leads to
support of "cultural" values that oppose the education
of girls and women; subjecting women to dowry and socalled "honor killings"; and to being considered as property by fathers, brothers, husbands and sons.
It is up to us to think about what we can do to help
stop the violence against women, children, and yes,
men. While it can be a powerful statement when
activists raise money at walkathons or meetings, these
actions don't go to the root of the problem. The very
mores of society must be confronted and changed.
—Sue, NOW member, Chicago

Memphis, Tenn. —Everyday pro-life activists use
corrupt methods to stop abortion and restrict a
woman's right to choose. The recent rise of so-called
"crisis pregnancy centers" (CPC), which are at times
funded by state and federal funds, exemplifies this
deliberate disregard for socially accepted moral boundaries.
There are two such CPCs in Memphis, ironically
named "Life Choices," funded by a coalition of Baptist
churches. They advertise through TV commercials and
billboards, though their religious affiliation is not
sited. Thus, the CPC begins its trend of deceitfulness.
Karen Inman, a CPC director, reports that about
half the women who call are considering abortion and
are not aware that Life Choices does not perform them,
or make referrals to abortion clinics.
Before receiving "aid," the woman must take a pregnancy test. Their brochure states: "While waiting for
the test results, a trained volunteer shares fetal development, methods and risks of abortion..." Before even
receiving her test results, the woman is told that abortions are unhealthy and immoral.
The volunteer is not licensed and holds no applicable
degree. Women are dealing with volunteers who harbor an extreme anti-choice agenda. The "risks" of abortion are listed, but in no particular order, which is misleading. It includes everything from minor cervical lacerations to uterine ruptures to death. Though these
complications can occur, Life Choices does not report
their frequency. Serious threats usually occur only during third trimester abortions, which are rarely performed. This information is not shared with the
women. Life Choices exaggerate the risks of abortion,
but fail to mention that first-trimester abortion is 11
times safer than carrying a child to term.
Poor women are lured to Life Choices for financial
relief. The CPC offers "maternity clothes and baby
items as an incentive." They lie about the help women
receive from the government. Karen Inman assured,
"the government provides for single mothers to live in
a decent lifestyle, with all of her needs met, for the first
five years of her child's life."
CPCs now outnumber and outfund abortion
providers, making their lies more accessible than
truth. Women must confront the reality that changing
legislation and new right-wing judge nominations are
not the only threats to reproductive choice. Abortion
rights are being attacked from a new and deceptive
angle by CPCs. Without recognizing and confronting
their lies and manipulation, women have no chance
against this hostile assault on reproductive rights.
—Anna, Memphis
Women's Action Coalition member

WOMEN WORLDWIDE
b y Mary J o Grey
In a victory for Nigerian Amina Lawal and the
international women's movement, her conviction and
sentence of 4»ath by stoning for adultery were overturned by t i e highest
religious court in her
state. Unfortunately
her victory leaves
intact the Sharia law
that convicted her.
Nevertheless her freedom, after # year of
struggle, reveals the
strength
of
the
women's
movement
and the depth of revulsion worldwide for the inhuman
death senten«e imposed on her.
*
*
*
The Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 was passed
unanimously in July by the U.S. Congress. It names a
panel to establish national standards to prevent and
prosecute prison rapes by and against incarcerated
women and men—which were previously ignored by
the criminal Injustice system as an everyday hazard.
States with prisons that continue high assault rates
risk losing federal funding or accreditation.
—Information from Women's
Human Rights Online Bulletin
*
*
*
Amnesty International is campaigning to stop
Turkey's sexual torture of women prisoners. Women in
state custody are routinely forced to strip naked during
questioning; £re beaten severely; given electric shock
treatment, and repeatedly raped. Women political prisoners, especially Kurdish women, are at increased risk
of violence. Kurdish women are often denied medical
and legal assistance. Despite Turkey's despicable
record of sexual torture, the U.S. is providing them
with a $6 billion aid package.
—Information from Women's
Human Rights Online Bulletin
*
*
*
More than 135 organizations have jointly sent a letter to President Bush demandng he work to ensure the
immediate ratification of the UN Convention to Eliminate All Formls of Discrimination Against Women. This
Treaty for the; Rights of Women guarantees women the
right to: live free from violence, a basic education, to
vote, access to health care, and the right to own and
inherit property. The U.S. is the only industrialized
nation that h i s failed to ratify it.

