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WORKSHOP
Planned deaths from
medical cutbacks
by Htun Lin
There is an ongoing war which has claimed the lives
of nearly 200,000 Americans every year. All those who
have died in this war died unnecessarily on our own
soil. These Americans died in hospital beds from medical error.
That incredible death toll, according to the American
Medical Association, is the result of medical errors
committed by overworked healthcare workers in a cutthroat HMO industry constantly cutting funds and
resources to deny care to those who need it.
Self-righteous religious fundamentalists,right-wing politicians and opportunists of all
sorts tripped all over themselves in a rush to
"save" one patient, Terri Schiavo, who had been
brain dead for 15 years. That same week, while
participating in the morality charade, Congress
shamefully passed without fanfare legislation to
reduce the benefits of tens of thousands of permanently disabled Medicaid recipients. What
about the deaths that will result from these cuts?
State legislatures are also on the attack. For example, California is seizing the homes of Medi-Cal recipients. Employers are demanding cost shifting through
huge deductibles and co-pays frpm workers to pay for
their own healthcare. But the most deadly "cost shift"
to workers is simply denying services and nursing
staff.
Continued on page 3

BLACK/RED
The'color-line*
by John Alan
"The problem of the 20th century is the problem of
the color-line," wrote W.E.B. Du Bois at the start of the
century.
More than a century later, most African Americans
are living in the cities, the schools are racially integrated by a decision of the Supreme Court and the
Civil Rights Movement brought an end to race segregation on Southern public transportation. Yet this
nation still has an unquestionable "color-line."
According to the National Urban League's April 6,
2005 report on the social status of African Americans:
"gaps [remain] between blacks and whites in economics, housing, education, health, social justice and civic
erigagement...despite societal progress, the overall status of black Americans is just 73%, compared to the
conditions of their white counterparts, marginally
unchanged from 2004 index results."
The National Urban League used their percentage
numbers as an analysis of the "color-line" and offered
a political solution to wipe it out. This sociological
thinking leaves out of the struggle the great masses of
African Americans who suffer directly from the many
forms of racism.
- Until the organization of the CIO in the 1930s, there
was only a minimal social and political relationship
between African-American masses and the 'white
American working class. Before the birth of the CIO, in
many areas of this nation the two races were legally
separated by enforceable segregation laws and lynching of African Americans happened often. To escape from this dreadful social situation of segContinued on page 8
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New Pope Benedict anoints
religious fundamentalism
by Kevin Anderson
With the death of Pope John Paul II,
a major pillar of the retrogressive politics of the past 25 years has left the
scene. Unfortunately, his replacement,
Benedict XVI (Joseph Ratzinger), is the
one that progressives within the Roman
Catholic Church had feared the most.
While no one can predict all of the specific policies that Benedict XVI will put
forth, it seems clear that the leadership
of the world's wealthiest and most powerful religious institution will continue
along the general pathway laid out by
John Paul II.
Because he was John Paul II's top
advisor for 25 years, Benedict XVI is
intimately connected to the policies of
his predecessor. He is also familiar with
the Left. After espousing more progressive politics during the era of Vatican II
in the early 1960s, Benedict moved
sharply to the Right after witnessing
the student protests of 1968 at the University of Tubingen.
LINK TO REAGAN, THATCHER
The selection of the anti-Marxist, Youth's idealism, feminism, and the movement for reproductive freeanti-feminist John Paul II in 1978 took dom at me March for Women's Lives last year—everything the new
place only a year before the election of Pope is against.
,
Margaret Thatcher as Prime Minister of
launched the brutal Contra War against Nicaragua's
Britain, and two years before that of Ronald Reagan to
Sandinista Revolution, while Thatcher sent warships
the U.S. presidency. Together, these three turned the
to the South Atlantic to prevent Argentina from claimclock back on the progressive and revolutionary hering the Malvinas (Falklands) Islands. John Paul II also
itage of the 1960s.
attacked the Sandinistas, all the while conducting a
Together, they worked to roll back the revolutionary
determined struggle to drive theology of liberation out
movements of Latin America, to crush organized labor
of
the Church.
in the name of the "free market," to undermine racial
minority and civil rights movements, to attack the femUNDERMINING LIBERATION THEOLOGY
inist and gay/lesbian movements, and to put a rightThis school of thought, which had arisen in the
wing stamp on the movements for freedom in Eastern
1960s,
sought to align the Church with those fighting
Europe.
for fundamental change and to distance it from the milTogether, they created a whole new ideology of conitary-oligarchical power of U.S.-backed capitalism. It
servatism that attacked the failures of welfare state
also carried out a dialogue with Marxists. Its rise repcapitalism in the West and of totalitarian state-capitalresented a major split within the dominant classes, of
ism calling itself Communism in the East. They used
which the Roman Catholic Church had long been a
the most modern means of communication to promote
part, especially in Latin America.
a return to a harsher sexual "morality" of the past, a
One of theology of liberation's representatives,
more militaristic international politics, and a domestic
Ernesto
Cardenal, became an important figure in revopolitics of fear and repression.
lutionary
Nicaragua. Another, the El Salvadoran ArchThey particularly targeted Latin America. Reagan
Continued on page 10

Student-farmworker alliance beats Taco Bell
ther with students, are accomplishing today. • : •Students have been at the forefront of the fight
against Taco Bell, a major industry tomato purchaser
whose parent company is the largest restaurant corporation on the planet, by severing contracts with Taco
Bell at UCLA, Duke, Notre Dame and 19 other campuses nationwide and organizing the boycott in their
communities. Taco Bell identified 18-24 year olds as
their target market (whom they deem the "New Hedonism Generation" on their website), but we in that age
group have instead put the target oh Taco Bell.
The victory over Taco Bell is only the beginning of
our struggle* as the Student/Farmworker Alliance is
prepared to tackle the entire agricultural industry. We
will not stop fighting until slavery is no more and
farmworkers receive the basic rights they deserve, fair
wages and work in a safe environment.
There are many good stories in all this: SFA member Melody Gonzales, for example, who after organizing to cut Taco Bell's contract at Notre Dame has since
translated for the CIW on national speaking tours.
Melody, whose father was a farmworker, plans to move
Jubilation at the March 12 victo- JJ£ V ^ r f s S to Immokalee, Fla. after graduating this semester to
ry rally tor Immokalee farmconditions and sub- work with the Student/Farmworker Alliance in transworkers and supporters in
poverty wages, since forming the industry. Aside from her fluency in EngLouisville, Ky. (home to Toco Bell's. 1997 the CIW has lish and Spanish, she is also studying Haitian Creole,
parent company Yum Brands).
also uncovered five the primary language of roughly 10% of Immokalee's
separate
slavery residents.
rings operating in the fields. The CIW's work has
We would like to make news of our victory public so
resulted in the liberation of over 1,100 captive work- that students and workers can recognize our collective
ers.
strength as we work together for a better world.
News & Letters clearly is an excellent source for doc- —Michael C. Ide, Student/Farmworker Alliance, and Jordan
umenting modern struggles for social justice. This
Buckley, Student/Farmworker Alliance Immokalee, Fla.
story is an inspiring example of what workers, togeHATTIESBURG, MISS.—We are writing to you about the
recent victory of Florida farmworkers and my group,
the Student/Farmworker Alliance. Together, through
our three-year boycott campaign, we forced Taco Bell
to accede to all our demands concerning the pay and
treatment of tomato
pickers.
The
Student/
Far m w or k e r
Alliance is a network of student
groups across the
Country organizing
with the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers
(CIW) in the fight
for fair wages and
safe working conditions for Florida
tomato
pickers.
While the status
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WOMAN
by Susan Van Gelder and Anne Jaclard
Never has women's right to abortion been in such
danger since the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe
v. Wade found abortion to be part of the constitutional
right to privacy. On April 27, the House passed a bill
to limit access to safe abortion for young women; it is
likely to pass the Senate and become law. Roe may
soon be reversed by new appointees to the Court. The
option of a legal abortion was long ago lost to many
women due to cost, terror tactics of anti-woman fanatics, and myriad state and federal laws. So it is no surprise that Bush is appeasing his Right-wing Christian
base by pushing to end it altogether.
What concerns us here is the almost fatalistic capitulation of the leaders of the "pro-choice" movement,
who no longer even dare use the word "abortion." Their
narrow concept of women's rights has led them to play
into the hands of the radical Right. This is the moment
when reproductive rights organizations should be calling women into the streets. We won the right to abortion by mass demonstrations, and we need ever more
massive ones to keep it.
MARCH FOR WOMEN'S LIVES
Last April, a million women demonstrated in Washington for reproductive rights, surprising the organizers and the nation by their diversity and by the
breadth and depth of their demands. Instead of building on that march, however, a major national prochoice organization, NARAL, recently announced a
"new" approach: rather than battling the Right,
NARAL proposes to work with it to increase women's
access to safe birth control and thereby reduce the
need for abortions. This sounds feasible only if the last
30 years of attacks on reproductive rights are ignored
and the women's movement's own history is forgotten.
How far we have traveled since the late 1960s, when
the Women's Liberation Movement burst onto the
national and global scenes! Then women sought an
end to sexism in all aspects of our lives; safe, legal and
free abortion and birth control were among a constellation of issues for which women wanted to make pur
own decisions. Health care was to be centered on the
quality of human life, not the drive for profits by the
medical and drug industries. The overriding goal was a
woman's right to control her own body and mind.
Philosophical battles raged as the women's movement grew and gained support from all segments of
society. At first, not only mainstream America and the
Right but also'the Left ignored and denigrated the
Women's Liberation Movement. They tried to represent it as the demands of middle class white women,
even as the most profoundly revolutionary ideas were
brought forth by African-American and working-class
women. We are hobbled by losing this history, especially how Women's Liberation arose from within and in
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Reproductive rights in danger
opposition to Left organizations, redefining and deepening the concept of liberation. That feminist critique
came equally from whites and from African Americans
in the Civil Rights Movement is a phenomenon greatly under-recognized in today's retrospectives of that
period. Then, like now, those opposed to the movements
for freedom of African Americans and women found
ways to "divide and mislead" later generations.
By the early 1970s, Trotskyist organizations managed to take leadership of the mass movement and
narrowed the wealth of ideas and demands to the lowest common denominator—the right to abortion.
Women's demand for free quality heath care for all was
given a back seat, along with the many other aspects of
the movement. No sooner was abortion legalized than
the Right's successful assaults on it began.
The NARAL initiative reveals how the Right now
sets the agenda for the pro-choice movement. Although
legal abortion was and still is absolutely necessary,
abortion has never been anyone's birth control method
of choice. One reason we still have to fight for abortion
and birth control is that capitalism has not produced
easy, cheap, safe birth control that is also profitable.
The Right is well aware that each "tactic" it espouses is just one puzzle piece in its overall reactionary
agenda, while most left and women's groups have not
re-l!hought their agendas. The recent religious-political
circus over Terri Schiavo's right to have her wishes carried out after 15 years, parallels the Right's play on
people's emotions, so that microscopic embryos are
deemed human and people with dead brains must be

Protest Afghan government

Revolutionary Association of the Women of
Afghanistan rally in Pakistan against the Afghan
government on Afghan Victory Day, April 28.

Academic feminism fails to develop theory
I attended two academic feminist conferences in
April—the Mid-Atlantic Women's Studies Association
(WSA) conference at Montgomery College in Maryland,
and the Scholar and the Feminist conference at
Barnard College in New York City. They evinced some
disarray in both the academy and in the women's
movement—and a disjuncture between both and the
development of ideas about social transformation.
NEED TO REINVENT FEMINISM?
The WSA conference appeared ahistorical, as if
young teachers and students have to reinvent feminism, only this time without any mass movement as
ballast for generating and testing ideas. The other was,
on one level, entirely historical: it was the 30th
anniversary of annual Scholar and Feminist conferences, and its sessions repeated themes from earlier
conferences. But whereas many of the earlier conferences had been in the forefront of debates within the
women's movement, this time the papers largely
repeated themes without attempting to investigate
theory which can advance feminist thought.
Papers at WSA ranged from career concerns to bourgeois politics to spiritualism to social activism in the
U.S. and around the world, often with unrelated papers
on the same plenary or panel. One panel combined a
paper on the brutal subjugation of Dalit women in
India with one on abortion rights in South Dakota. This
disparate aspect of the conference made discussion in
the sessions difficult.
A panel of five students from William Paterson University in New Jersey on "feminist student activism"
was heartbreaking, because all but one were engaged
in purely individual activity. One worked in a residence
hall; she duplicated information on famous feminists
and distributed it on International Women's Day.
Another did volunteer work teaching girls about their
personhood and bodies. Why aren't these things being
taught in the public schools?
I spoke on "Marx's Humanism and Raya Dunayevskaya's Marxist-Humanism: Developing a Liberatory
Philosophy." It appeared to be the only paper on revolutionary theory. The panel, "women building peace,"
included a paper on women in the Bosnian war and one
on women's image in Chinese society today. I related
the former to Dunayevskaya's analysis of the international women's movement as part of our age's new
movements from practice to theory, and the latter to
her analysis of China as being state-capitalist rather
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than socialist.
The Barnard conference was a more sophisticated
one, but it, too, de-emphasized the heed for theory, as if
it were sufficient that the 29 previous conferences
"produced new knowledge and fought for diversity and
difference," as the film that opened the conference
asserted. A session on "race, class and sex" took its title
from a conference 20 years ago and discussed those
issues, including lesbian and transgender aspects.
Siobhan Brooks, an African American, discussed her
unionization campaign for exotic dancers. Surina
Khan advocated ldoking for feminist leadership among
the women most affected by right-wing attacks. Amber
Hollibaugh had some good advice about how to proceed: "Equality should be the floor, but liberation
should be the ceiling." Regarding theory, she said,
"When we don't know the answer before we know the
question, then our work will go further."
Leslie Feinberg, a transgendered lesbian author and
editor of the Workers World Party newspaper, made
some good points, but ended by calling for the women's
movement to go into anti-war work, specifically, to
attend upcoming Workers World front group events.
Workers World's Stalinist politics would mean that
serious investigation of women's liberation has to wait
until after a revolution led by that party. This is exactly the kind of thinking that the modern Women's Liberation Movement arose to oppose.
SPLIT BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE
I took the floor to criticize the split between theory
and practice even at the conference. Everyone was discussing coalition building as if the only question were
the best strategy to increase the size of the women's
movement, without regard to the basis on which it
should grow. What visions of the future can animate
people? That is the most important question for academics to work on, I suggested.
An afternoon session on "women and resistance"
included Indian and, Korean feminists, a woman working on rights of the disabled internationally, a young
African-American activist, an African-American academic who chronicled high points of Black feminism, andanother Workers World advocate! Apparently, Barnard
thinks that diversity requires one leftist on each panel,
but that one always speaks for Workers World. I tremble for the future of feminism if Stalinism is substituted for working out revolutionary theory.
—Anne Jaclard

kept alive. The whole Schiavo affair was a stand-in for
women's right to abortion.
Only by misunderstanding this moment in history
and capitalist society could NARAL operate as if a rapprochement with the Right were possible. The Right's
ascendancy is the triumph of counter-revolution
against the gains made by women, African-American,
and other liberation movements. Its agenda is the very
opposite of promoting women's freedom and autonomy.
The fight.for reproductive rights is one aspect of class
struggle against an anti-human society, and NARAL's
ploy disorients people from the tasks we face.
MOVEMENT BASED IN HUMAN FREEDOM
Our movement would do well to recognize that the
right to abortion, or any single issue, is only a transitory aspect of the movement for a human-based society, for the freedom of all people to control our own
bodies and lives. We want to create a women's movement on the ground of human freedom, not from the
standpoint of this society, but of a future society based
on human needs and development. With that perspective, we can work out a context and meaning for the
fight for reproductive rights for all women. We invite
others to join in this task.

Gutting of Title IX
This year saw one of the greatest achievements for
women's sports. Pat Summit—who became head coach
of the University of Tennessee women's basketball
team three years after Title IX was passed, and nurtured her fledgling team for years by tacking recruitment posters on trees, playing before a handful of people, and washing the team uniforms herself—became
the winningest coach among women and men in Division I college history with her 880th victory.
In the same montji, Bush's Department of Education issued a so-called "policy clarification" explaining
how universities can comply with Title IX, the civil
rights law passed in 1972 barring sex discrimination
(including in sports) at institutions receiving federal
funds. The Chronicle of Higher Education maintained
this "clarification" "redraws Title IX policy," and the
National Women's Law Center called it "a substantial
rollback of the department's policy" and "a further
attempt to weaken Title IX."
Two years ago, Bush set up a commission to "study"
Title IX with the aim of gutting it to appease his rightwing misogynist base. But overwhelming opposition
and vocal support for Title IX by women's organizations and women's athletic departments, forced him,to
back off.
Now,, instead of universities and others having to
show that they are treating women equally, the new
policy puts the burden of proof on students and gov- .
eminent investigators to show that a college is not in
compliance with Title IX. Universities can show compliance simply by sending out an email survey to existing women students—not even including potential students at other colleges or graduating high school
seniors.
The Law Center called the survey "inherently
flawed because it presumes a survey alone can measure student interest." Of course male students never
have to prove interest in sports—much less by
responding to ah email. Non-response to the email will
be interpreted as lack of interest! Edward Leland, athletics director at Stanford University, said it's like having a budget referendum and counting non-voters as a
"no" vote.
Myles Brand, president of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association, was "disappointed" the Education
Department put forth these "clarifications" "without
public cjliscussion." He said this new interpretation of
Title Df compliance "will likely stymie the growth of
women's athletics and could reverse the progress made
over the last three decades."

by Mary Jo Grey
Women packed the sidewalk surrounding an Osco
pharmacy in downtown Chicago in April to protest a
pharmacist's refusal to dispense a doctor-prescribed
morning-after emergency contraceptive to two women
because she believed it was immoral. Illinois law
allows health care providers to refuse to perform a
medical service that conflicts with their beliefs. Pharmacists for Life (PFL) claims that a "huge number" are
now refusing to dispense birth control pills and morning-after pills. PFL president Karen Brauer, who was
fired from her K-Mart job in Ohio for refusing to dispense contraceptives, said she would happily dispense
Viagra to help "a whole lot of old married men get
lucky." She maintained she would never dispense
emergency contraceptives even to reduce the possibility of pregnancy for rape victims.
*
*
*
~
Amnesty International renewed its call for the Slovakian government to end the illegal sterilization of
Romani women without their consent. Authorities
maintain that they were doing nothing wrong.
—Information from Women's
Human Rights Online Bulletin

