"Human power is its own.end"—

Bush’s disaster plan:
how to create them

" by Htun Lin

A recent cover of Business Week featured the iconic -
1mage of World War IT’s "Rosie the Riveter" donning a -

nurse’s. cap to 51gn1fy that, while manufacturmg has
~ added zero jobs since 2001, health care has added 1.7
‘million.' The untold part of the. story is_the struggle
. between workers and business in this growing sector.
‘As we have reported over the years, nurses in the

- California Nurses Association (CNA) have engaged in °
~a protracted battle against health care restructuring
(read commodification) -and for quality care. Most .

: recently, the nurses said they ‘have learned from the
experience of the government’s total failure to respond
to Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita.

Nurses who went to help-in the Gulf region were '

appalled by the government agencies’ inability to coor-
dinate the delivery of urgent care (many were turned
away, even as people were dying). But they were also
appalled that much of the care needed was for chronic

conditions neglected over the years such as diabetes

_and kidney failure.

Health care workers have started volunteer organi- -

-zations such as Remote Area Medical, which conducts
free health fairs in rural areas. They say they are over-

whelmed by similar chronic problems all over the coun--
try, which they see as an mdlctment of the whole .

health care industry.
On Aug 28 CNA launched a new initiative to orga—
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BLACK/RED

‘Power of Blaek blood

by John Alan

Recently a hacker broke into \Cal/i/for‘nia Governor

Arnold Schwarzenegger’s computer. The public found -

out that the governor attributed the passionate tem-
perament of Cubans and Puerto Ricans to the fact that

“they have a combmatlon of Black blood and Latino.

blood.
The governor’s concept of this blood mixture is an
indication of the racism that lies just below the surface

‘in the political world. His comment was made because -

- of a conflict with a Latina legislator, state Assembly-
~woman Bonnie Garcia. "I mean Cuban, Puerto-Rican,
they are all very hot," were his words. "They have the

. you know, part of the Black blood in them and part of

the Latino blood in them that together makes it."
DEEPER THAN POI.ITlCS

‘Inno way does it describe the differences and conﬂ1cts,

-the governor has with Latines and African Americans. It
~is not their blood mixing that is his problem Most Lati-

" nos-and African Americans aren’t giving Schwarzeneg- -

ger political support in his effort to get reelected.
.~ The concept of race used against Latinos and
_African Americans is not biological but is ‘socially

_determined and has deep historical roots. Capitalism -

.has always wanted Latinos and African Americans for
their labor, and in the process. diminished their status
as full human beings. :

‘The same is true today when capltahsm greatly

; desu'es immigrant labor, especially from Latin Ameri-
* ca, but without affordmg it rights.

‘The governor’s comments reflect a view that some-

© . oné can put down Latinos by referring to their Black

- blood. This is an insult to African Americans. It would-
‘n’t necessarily play the same way in Latm America.

continued on page 8
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In the aftermath of

T O R A

Israel’s war in Lehanon

‘by Peter Hudls

The af‘l;ex'Inath of Israel’'s war against Lebanon has
transformed not only the Middle East but also world
politics. The sharpest expression of this is that Iran—

“the backer ‘of the war’s victor, Lebanon’s nght-wmg
Hezbollah—has succeeded in reasserting its power in .

the Middle East at U.S; expense.

Whereas a few months ago the Bush adnnmstratlon
insisted that it would get the UN to impose sanctions
against Iran if it didn’t suspend its uranium enrichment

- program, Iran has so far succeeded in avoiding sanctions

by making use of the growing differences between the
U.S. and other nations on the UN Security Council. Faced

- with growing reluctance on the part of Russia and China

and even its European-allies to agree to sanctions, the

~ administration. suddenly announced in mid-September

that it is willing to defer its drive for sanctions if Iran sus-
‘pends uranium enrichment for two months. :

One report noted, "The apparent shift in the Amerl-
can stance reflects the hard realities that there are few
good options on Iran"” at a moment when Iran’s stature

" has been raised in the region in the aftermath of
Israel’s debacle in Lebanon (Helene Cooper, "Rice Indi-
cates -Shift - in Stahce on Iran Sanctions," New York

Times, 9/12/06);
RESUI.TS OF LEBANON WAR

Today’s world- certainly looks very different than
before Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in mid-July. -

‘Israel dropped a: greater tohnage of bombs. on
‘Lebanon in its four-week campaign than' during.its
entire 1982 invasion .of that country. Its effort to

destroy Lebanon’s infrastructure and terrorize its pop-
ulation included dropping 1,800 cluster bombs, contain-

ing over 1.2 million bomblets—40% of which failed to

eXplode and will threaten the lives of Lebanese civil--

ians for years to come. Its campaign led to the deaths of
over a thousand civilians, while ‘a quarter of the
nation’s populace became homeless .

Despite this massive onslaught, Israel falled to
achieve a single tactical or strategic goal. It failed to

destroy or dismember Hezbollah. It failed to get the.
international community to rein in Hezbollah. The UN

resolution that ended the fighting provides no mecha-

- nism for disarming it, despite the fact that the U.S. had -
inijtially insisted on such disarmament as-a'precondi-

tion of any ceasefire.
USs. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rlce ‘was forced

After Israeli attack on Shaara in southern Lebanon

Calaﬁwii}'/Pe r/San Francisco Bay Area Independent Mecdia Center . -

to acknowledge in late August, "I den’t think there is an
expectation that this UN force is going to physically

- disarm Hezbollah. You have to...hope that some people
will lay down their arms voluntarily." Hezbollah of

‘course, has no such iutention.
‘Israel’s destruction of Lebarniese cities and mfrastruc-

" ture has only succeeded in greatly - strengthening

Hezbollah, which is now-distributing hundreds of mil- -
Lions of dollars in reconstruction aid to stricken com-
munities, thanks to the largess of its main sponsor,
Iran. As a result of its stiff resistance to Israel Hezbol- -
lah has come out of the war as the most powerful poht-
ical force in Lebanon.

This is a changed situation. Only a‘year ago Hezbol—
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Delphi UAW members flght buyout eoneessnons»

»REMEMBER THEIR WORDS

May 18, 2006. The unien's shop-chairman claimed
that Delphi will' not hire temporary employees to
replace older workers taking the Special Attrition Pro:
gram (SAP) [an attrition plan offering early retirement
to Delphi’s 24,000 UAW workers-Ed). I argued how this

can be true if the SAP language clearly states that Del- -

phi can hire temporary employees to fill needs?
Now in September 2006 there are hundreds of tem-
porary employees who should not only be protected and

made full-time, but should be given 100% UAW repre- -

sentation like the rest of us; and above all they should
all be immediately given equal top pay like the rest of
the membersh1p as according to our UAW constitution.
Where is the Local 292 leadership now?

: March 25, 2006. The shop-chan'man responded to a. -

handbill ‘of ours ‘by ‘saying the membership should
never be allowed to-vote on the SAP, as Soldiers of Sol-

_idarity rallied for last summer. He stated "The UAW

has nothing to do with the SAP."

Yet as we argued, clearly the UAW mternatlonal .

negotiated the agreement and it was supported by the
Local 292 caucus on the shop floor.
April 11, 2006, The shop-chairman and the presi-

~dent of Local\292 signed a handbill with top. Delphi

brass in Kokomo saying that "The UAW snd Delphi
have approved the Special Attrition Program."
" The next day they hosted.a joint question - and

answer session with 'management at our own union ™

hall, resulting in labor relation representatives and

upper plant management standing behind a UAW podi-

um conducting a union meetmg

»

CRIME FOR CRIME

The dominoes are falling now. It’s erime for crime.
Without a militant rank and file, democracy is noth-

ing but a closet to hang slogans in. The Concession Cau-- -

cus scrapped the charade at Delphi. There won’t be any

- more Local 262 Union ¢elections—until further notice.

All vacated positions will be filled by appointment.

It’s not pretty but it’s lean, and it sheds more light than - \

shadow on bargalmng behind the scenes. All a rep real-
ly represents is a transfer of power from the many to
the few. We can vote for the best, the brightest, and the

" toughest, but if we aren’t w1llmg to fight the boss our-

selves, we may as well give him the keys to our house.
Delphi didn't bust the union. It self-destructed._: ,

Thanks to the SAP, union members chose to vacate.
Now temps dominate the workforce. By January the
“only "old union" members left will be rehired retirees,

. the remedial affect of whom will be less than a crust of -

blood over a wound. Like the son of a curse, Delphi
Chairman and CEO Stéve Miller got more than he bar-
gained for. A pretty theory for an ugly fact.

The worst is yet to come. Consumers are driving cars
worth less than their loans. Home owners.hold more
debt than equity. Wages are dropping like bombs. We
can’t afford to pretend the system works anymore.

The Concession Caucus responded to the crisis by
whipsawing locals, promoting competition between
workers; and pushmg two-tier wage schemes that sac-

- rifice the next generation for a pimp’s promise. No one
_questions for whom the bell ‘tolls. The dommoes are

falling now. It’s crime for crime.
-—~Todd M. Jordan, Delphi Workers Committee, Kokomo, Ind..
For more, see wwwfutureoftheumon com., :
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