Human power is its own end —Karl Marx

Toothless laws force
workers to act
By Htun Lin
On Oct. 12, over 5,000 registered nurses of the California Nurses Association (CNA) returned to the picket line in a two-day strike at hospitals affiliated with
Sutter Health. The primary issue in the strike was not
salary or benefits, but the nurses' right to provide quality care in the face of pervasive non-compliance with
state-mandated nurse-to-patient ratios.
These ratios were hard fought legislative victories,
yet RNs themselves say that these laws lack teeth.
There's little enforcement. Therefore, union nurses
now want the same legal language in their own union
contracts. They realize that the question of law cannot
be separated from the fundamental conflict from which
it arose in the workplace.
REGAINING CONTROL
The issue for frontline workers is one of regaining
control over their labor. The lack of enforcement of this
law reopened this issue for nurses. They are telling
union officials to return to the shop floor.
A movement doesn't stand still. It either moves forward or falls back. The nurses' union at the hospital
where I work learned that truth the hard way. For the
last several years, professional campaigners and labor
advocates from both the CNA and the service workers'
union (Health Care West or HCW) rubbed shoulders
with legislators in the halls of the state capitol, and
won legislative victories. The key victory was the statemandated nurse-to-patient ratio.
Feeling confident, CNA then launched a major electoral campaign to pass a California proposition to rid
state elections of dirty campaign money. That measure
failed miserably after the very same dirty money,
which the nurses targeted, defeated the proposition.
All the corporate donors (including HMO's, real estate,
and insurance industries) flooded the state initiative
process with tens of millions of dollars to defeat a
proposition which big business correctly deemed as "a
stepping stone" towards a single-payer universal
Continued on page 3

BLACK/RED
Racism and terror
By John Alan
Jena, Louisiana, was an unknown Southern town
until a year ago. On the campus of Jena's high school
there was a tree called a "white tree," because only
white students at Jena's high school were sitting under
its branches. When a Black student asked to sit under
that tree, nobses were hung on the tree by three white
students.
This noose-hanging by Jena's white students was
passed off as a joke. But it is not a joke and every Black
person knows that. New noose incidents keep popping
up all over the country. When ten of thousands attend
demonstrations against this, as occurred on Nov. 16 in
Washington, D.C., they are mostly ignored.
The present atmosphere echoes back to a practice of
racism in American history when a noose over the head
of a Black person meant an actual lynching by a mob of
whites. Lynching was a form of all-American terrorism
to keep the Black population enslaved after legal
emancipation. Racism was and continues to be integral
to American capitalism. This theme from my column
from May 2002, "Racism and Terror," reprinted below,
is as relevant as ever.
—JA.
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President Bush has declared a war on "terrorism
and evil." But his war totally ignores the racist terrorContinued on page 8
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Challenge to Musharraf's
dictatorship in Pakistan
By Kevin Michaels
Pakistan is deeply embroiled
in an intense political crisis
that has roots in events that
took place well before the September 11, 2001 attacks forced
the country into the center of
world attention. Bush ally Pervez Musharraf—who seized
power from a democratically
elected government in a 1999
military coup—has imposed a
state of emergency throughout
Pakistan, suppressed the coun/J\j \j\'\ r-\i )]r\: .fy >
try's media and jailed unknown
J"*
numbers of activists, lawyers
and ordinary people opposed to
his. autocratic rule.
\i |f—i"
"As Musharrafs most prominent opponents race from compromise to compromise in
efforts to secure power for
themselves, and the U.S. govC T i SI*" **")!/""•"{ *'"- /-vr" :"?r i—V '
ernment mulls whether to
, v, J M r - - iff 1/,,-.w* I l "i*. • ! 5 L«.--.
abandon the general or to
remain his chief bulwark, the
people of Pakistan look warily
to an uncertain future.
While Musharraf seems to
have gambled successfully on
his ability to weather the mass
Continued on page 10 Protest against closing opposition press and emergency rule in Pakistan.
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South Africa 2007: The year of fire
CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA—For many activists in our
country this has been the year of fire. The public sector strike of 28 days in June was the biggest strike in
the history of South Africa, surpassing that of the
miners strike of 1922 and 1926 and the 1987 miners
strike by Black mineworkers of the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM). The '2007 public sector strike
was a vicious strike, since the military was called in
to replace striking workers and pitched battles were
fought with police on picket lines.
The strike was successful in that the unions were
able to get the government to increase its wage offer.
Close to one million public servants participated in
t h e
strike
a n d
w e r e
organized in
strike
committees and
teachercommun i t y
forums.
I
t
inspired
workers
in other
sectors
of
the
economy
t
o
demand
wage
increases above that of the rate of inflation, which led to
many strikes involving tens of thousands of workers.
One estimate of workers on strike for June-JulyAugust 2007 is that close to two million went on
strike.
In addition, township struggles that have raged
since 2000 have escalated this year. An independent
researcher claims that close to 6,000 protests
occurred since 2005 over lack of service delivery.
School and university students and environmental
organizations are also fighting for their issues. And
the "Fourth Estate"—the media—has asserted its
constitutional right to freedom of speech in endless
battles with the ruling ANC government.
Lastly and most important, the struggle of
HIV/AIDS activists continues through marches, defi-

COSATU

ance actions, class actions and international solidarity campaigns. Currently the balance of class forces in
South Africa is shifting towards the working class as
experienced in the 1980s and 1990s.
ROLE OF COSATU
This situation was not, however, reflected and discussed adequately in the input documents of the Central Committee (CC) of the November 2007 of Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU). The
CC is the highest, decision-making structure of the
federation between its national congresses every four
years—hence it is an important structure to gauge
the tempo of struggles of organized workers and the
place where the worker leaders of the federation meet
to discuss strategies and plan the way forward. So
while COSATU's members were conducting some of
the most militant and vicious strikes this sense of
urgency was not reflected by the CC.
Instead, they have held long discissions on the
interpretation of the history of the ANC, the National
Democratic Revolution (NDR), the role of the working
class and other classes in the NDR project and why
the working class has to be the motive force of the
NDR.
The NDR is the South African theory of the twostage struggle for socialism. That means first fighting
for a democratic order in South Africa, i.e. non-racial
capitalism, and then fighting for socialism afterward.
The origins of the NDR is the Black Republic Thesis
that was adopted at the Comintern in Moscow in
1928, which called for "an independent native South
Africa republic as a stage towards a workers' and
peasants' republic with full rights for all races, black,
colored and white."
The Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA, forerunner of the current SACP), attended the Comintern
and had a divided mandate from their delegates. The
majority rejected the Black Republic Thesis and supported the perspectives of those who later formed the
Left Opposition under Leon Trotsky. A minority supported the Thesis. The CPSA was instructed by the
Comintern to adopt the thesis and many that opposed
the Black Republic Thesis were expelled from the
party.
This history of the nature of South African revolution has been re-enacted many times over the years
since the adoption of this fateful thesis. Many were
expelled, written out of history, victimized, assaulted,
ridiculed and even killed over similar differences in
unions, non-governmental organizations and community organizations.
Continued on page 11
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Feminism, pacifism, capitalism
by Anne Jadard

For millennia, pacifism has been associated with
women on the basis of biology. Bearing and nurturing
children is supposed to make us abhor war, while men
are supposed to be prone to it. The ideology that biology is destiny, not only for women but also for war, has
persisted from the time of ancient Greece, like the play
"Lysistrata," right through the 20th century. The suffragists really believed that winning the vote would
lead to women voting out war. During the Cold War,
pro-Soviet women's organizations pushed for the U.S.
to disarm and be friendly to the Soviet Union on the
grounds that "we're all just mothers."

WITHIN ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT
The Women's Liberation Movement of the 1960s and
'70s changed all that. It burst out from within the antiVietnam War and Black freedom movements, when
women who were inspired by those movements' visions
of changing society became frustrated by the sexism
within their own organizations. Women began to
expand and develop new concepts of how deep the
changes must be; they raised fundamental issues
about the nature of capitalism, and its opposite.
Some branches of the women's movement adopted
biologically based alternatives. Some looked to Marx to
explain the nature of the break from capitalist society
that would make possible the reorganization of all
human relations. But over the years, most rejected
Marxism and settled for what turned out to be shortlived reforms of capitalism.
Today the idea that women are by nature opposed to
war is played on ironically in anti-war women's organizations. Code Pink, a pacifist organization with 150
chapters around the country, asks everyone to wear
pink to demonstrations.
Doubly stereotyped older women calling themselves
the Raging Grannies use their assumed vulnerability
to make news. Following their arrests for sitting-in at
the Times Square recruiting station, where they
demanded that they be signed up and sent to Iraq in
place of their grandchildren, they managed to put the
war on trial and Won acquittal.

BEYOND DISSATISFACTION
While such tactics may be good for publicizing the

nUHClitliiltilittiiiJt
by Mary Jo Grey

President Bush vetoed money for women's health
care in November because it included $310.9 million in
funding for Title X family planning services. This
largest increase in 35 years would have provided services for an.estimated 139,000 more women. Planned
Parenthood President Cecile Richards said, "More than
17 million women in the U.S. need subsidized birth
control and this historic increase would help thousands of women prevent unintended pregnancy and
plan healthy families."
—information from Feminist Majority

A Saudi Arabian court in November defended sentencing a 19-year-old victim of a gang rape by seven
men to six months in jail and 200 lashes because she
was alone with an unrelated male friend when
attacked. The punishment was more than doubled by
the court in considering her appeal of their verdict. The
government implied her sentence was increased
because she spoke to the press. Human Rights Watch
said this "not only sends victims of sexual violence the
message that they should not press charges, but offers
protection and impunity to the perpetrators."

As the East African nation of Burundi struggles to
maintain peace and prepares for a reconciliation
process, women's rights advocates are calling for
nationwide legal and social reforms to address the
countless crimes of sexual violence and to reform the
country's legal treatment of rape. UN Human Rights
chief Louise Arbor called the number of victims of sexual crimes in the region appalling. "There is a tendency to treat these incidents as lesser crimes. Many who
are brought to court on rape charges are immediately
released," she said.
—Information from Women's eHews

The Colorado Supreme Court voted unanimously in
November to allow a proposed ballot initiative in the
2008 election that would define a fertilized egg as a
person. "Proponents' of this initiative have publicly
stated that the goal is to make all abortion illegal,"
said Kathryn Wittenben, executive director of Colorado
NARAL Pro-Choice. "Yet nothing in the language of
the initiative even mentions abortion. If that's not misleading, I don't know what is." This law could also
affect any woman using hormone-based birth control
or in vitro fertilization.
—Information from Feminist Wire

idea that the war in Iraq is bad, polls show that twothirds of Americans already oppose it. Voters turned
out the Republican majority from Congress, without
effect on Bush's continuation of the war. Clearly something more than widespread dissatisfaction with this
war is needed to build a movement massive enough to
stop it.
Biologism has been a noose around humanity's neck,
not only by keeping women from developing their
minds, but also by substituting for better ideas about
the social-economic causes of the horrors of existing
society. In this "post-feminist" age, what ideas have
replaced "biology is destiny"?
Whether they appeal to our better "nature" or to
morality, most anti-war groups say or imply that the
problem, at root, is one of ethics and correct consciousness. They consequently limit their appeals to engaging
in tactics designed to persuade others to become pacifistic, rather than to overthrow a system to which war
is intrinsic.
Theirs is no solution. The system has to be uprooted.
The limitations of pacifism, as well as the limitations of
much of the Left's simplistic anti-U.S., pro-"resistance"
positions, have contributed to the anti-war movement's
failure to grow.

BEYOND MORALITY
What is needed is not to probe and challenge the
nature or morality of women or men, but to probe and
challenge the nature of society, and to develop the revolutionary impulses of the early women's movement
that were truncated by its rejection of Marx. This is not
accomplished by blaming the war on "greedy capitalists" who want the oil and lucrative contracts in Iraq.
Even less is it accomplished by the so-called leftists
who condemn U.S. imperialism while giving support, or
at least a free pass, to "the resistance," including to
Islamist militia who are killing civilians and creating
refugees by the hundreds of thousands. These militias
want to impose theocratic rule that would imprison
women in the kitchen and worse, and they are being
fiercely fought by the Organization of Women's Freedom in Iraq (OWFI).
Marxist-Humanists have concluded that the way to
build the anti-war movement into a force that can stop
this war is to demonstrate what we are for, and to
appeal to the U.S. public to join in supporting Iraqi
women, workers, unemployed, youth, GLBT people and
religious and national minorities, who are not so different from us.
News and Letters Committees is not the only group
supporting women in Iraq. Code Pink and some other
women's organizations have taken up the causes of the
women's movements in Iraq, Afghanistan and else- where. But few groups are working to make people-topeople solidarity the basis of the anti-war movement.
One group is The National Organization for Iraqi Freedom Struggles, NO-IFS (no-ifs.org). We invite women to
support its position and to fight to make these ideas
central to the anti-war movement.

FUNDAMENTAL CRITIQUE
In fighting both the U.S. occupation and the political
Islamists, women's organizations like OWFI in Iraq
and RAWA in Afghanistan have opened the door to a
critique of the capitalist system that nourishes both
imperialism and religious fundamentalism. Capitalistimperialism and religious fundamentalism are not
opposites, but are symbiotically related. Capitalism's
inherent instability and frequent crises underlies its
failure to improve people's hves in vast areas of the

world, paving the way for anti-revolutionary religious
appeals to the poor.
The same weaknesses in capitalism compel the U.S.
drive for single world mastery (See the MarxistHumanist Perspectives in the August-September
N&L). 1¾ short, to be "practical" about stopping war, we
need to challenge the capitalist system itself.
We incite women not only to become a new kind of
activist in the anti-war movement, but also to work on
analyzing this capitalist world and working out a theoretic basis for a new society. If we allow the anti-war
and feminist movements to remain separate, if we do
not articulate a third way besides capitalist-imperialism and fundamentalism—socialist revolution—then
we relegate women's freedom to an impossible beyond.

Hospital vs. gay
family
Brenda and Wanda Henson are
I the founders of Camp Sister Spirit, a
feminist resource center and folk
school in Ovett, Miss, that addresses
progressive social issues and hosts, the yearly Gulf
Coast W«j)myn's Festival. They also have a food pantry
program and coordinate food and resource distribution
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Their daughter,
Andie Gibbs-Henson, and her partner, Terri Valenti,
have been running the camp in recent years.
Andie relates that in October, Brenda was admitted
to Jeffeison Memorial Hospital in Pine Bluff, Ark.,
when shje became critically ill from stage four colon
cancer. She came out of kidney failure and congestive
heart failure to have a pulmonary embolism when they
tried to move her out of ICU.
"They! have treated us horribly as a gay family,"
Andie sajid, "We have had to fight for Wanda, Brenda's
life parttier, to have spousal privileges and for her to
see Moni's chart. The other night she was 'gone,' and
we said iour goodbyes to her. The next morning they
said her kidneys had kicked in and she was awake! We
did not know if she was 'awake' for five minutes or
what. The would not let Wanda or me in to see her!
They called security and I was told to calm down, that
my mom was not alone, 'Jesus was with her.'"
In addition to the staff treating the family "like a circus sideshow," Dr. Yunas at Pine Bluff refused to allow
them to air vac Brenda to the St. Vincent Doctors Hospital in Little Rock, Ark. They had to hire an ambulance, which transported her 40 miles to Little Rock.
However, Dr. Yunas had removed her second IV line,
and if she had blown her line on the trip, there would
have been no way to administer emergency drugs.
"This new hospital is great," Andie said, "and we
have a team of doctors and nurses that are wonderful.
Even they are amazed at how Mom's care was 'not
given' at Pine Bluff. The cardiologist was flabbergasted
that there was no EKG in her chart and that they
never gaive her one after the pulmonary embolism."
Brenda still has "a multitude of health problems,"
but she is back home with Wanda in Dumas, Ark. She
enjoys receiving cards and phone calls, but Andie asks
that activists not discuss the Pine Bluff hospital situa*
tion with Brenda, only with herself and Wanda. She
also asks for activists to send complaints to the Pine
Bluff Hospital and contributions to Camp Sister Spirit.
—Friend of Camp Sister Spirit

'Sisterhood, Interrupted' dispels myths
Sisterhood, Interrupted: From Radical Women to
Grrls Gone Wild by Deborah Siegel (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007) studies how the controversies within the
feminist movement have played out in the
popular culture of the 1960s through today.
Siegel noticed that younger women get a very
incomplete, caricatured view from popular
culture of the feminism that arose in the mid1960s, which makes this movement seem
monolithic. She wants them to know about the
multifaceted and contentious history of what
is called feminism's "second wave" so that
they can avoid both the trap of rebelling
against its supposed stodgy "political correctness," and that of idealizing its supposedly
harmonious "sisterhood." She also wants to
remedy the view that second wavers get from
the mainstream media of "third wavers"—the
new generation of younger feminists—as not being
serious.
Siegel often focuses on Betty Friedan, author of The
Feminine Mystique, who used the mainstream media
(including a women's magazine column) to help popularize liberal feminism but at the expense of radical
feminists, all of whom she lumped together and demonized as "man-haters." In reality, the radical feminism
of the 1960s and '70s contained just as many, if not
more, competing philosophies than it does today. This
should be a surprise, not only to the average person
who continues to believe the "man-hater" myth, but to
radical feminists themselves, some of whom argue over
ideological purity.
This brings up the question of just what constitutes

a "radical" or a "liberal" feminist position, as the definitions have often changed and even switched places.
One of the major controversies between the two (and
within radical feminism) has been a view of feminism
as a mass movement with the goal of changing
society's institutions vs. a view of feminism as
self-empowerment, with even Friedan switching views. Other controversies have been over
sexual liberation and "cultural feminism" and
whether they really make any change in society and women's lives or whether they are
dangerous distractions from such change. All
of these controversies have also been played
out as a supposed generation gap between second and third wave feminisms.
Siegel points out that third wavers often
think they have invented sexual liberation,
which was really a focus of radicals in the second wave, and which Friedan derided as "orgasm politics." (IVe personally seen the same term used by second wavers to describe the supposed frivolity of third
wavers!) However, the various strands of both radical
and liberal feminism have contributed towards both
individual empowerment and reforming society, even
thoughithe same battles against oppression still must
be fought.
Sistethood, Interrupted was written to reach out to
the general public, especially younger women, to help
them learn more about the feminist movement and
entice them to become active in it. Siegel envisions her
book asi the start of a conversation in which more feminists' will write comprehensive books on feminist theory, activism, and history.
—Adele
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UAW to serve Wall Street not workers
DETROIT—The nature of the United Auto Workers
union is forever changed. Many analysts have noted
that the UAW contracts signed with General Motors,
Chrysler and Ford resulted in significant changes, but
few, if any, have dealt with the massive impact that
those changes will have on every aspect of
the lives of everyone, not only on those
directly involved in the auto industry, but
also everyone in the nation as well as in the
world.
Of the many provisions in the contracts,
the most transformative is the one dealing
with VEBA (Voluntary Employees Benefit
Association), which transfers employee pensions and health care costs from the corporations to the UAW—a transfer involving
billions of dollars (nobody knows how many
billions) eventually.

become more competitive with other auto manufacturers throughout the world. Cutting costs means cutting
workers' benefits.
Reducing or eliminating pensions and health care
has been spreading slowly in the U.S. for at least a
decade. But these auto contracts will open the floodgates for these reductions
and will affect every future
contract in every industry, as
well as all private employers
who now provide these benefits. The impact will be felt
nationally and internationallyThis is reminiscent of
1979, when then-UAW President Doug Fraser agreed
with then-Chrysler Presi'HELLO, SUCKER'
dent Lee Iacocca to cut
Wall Street financiers are salivating at
Chrysler workers' wages to
the prospect of getting their hands on these
"save" the company from
billions and are developing strategies on
bankruptcy (which never
how to get these billions to invest. With
would have happened). By
these new billions, the UAW becomes one of Striking U A W members a t GM giving away what was not
the biggest players in the financial market. rewarea with a rotten contract.
his to give, Fraser opened
What this means is that the UAW's focus
wide the doors to a wave of
will increasingly be on Wall Street instead of the shop
contract concessions by labor bureaucrats that has confloor and the welfare of the rank-and-file workers.
tinued with a vengeance to this day.
Negotiations over the VEBA provisions, involving
NEW HIRES TO WORK FOR HALF
armies of accountants, economists, lawyers and health
care and pension specialists from both the UAW and
Major provisions in the new auto contracts, in addiGM took nearly a month to hammer out—along with a
tion to VEBA, include a divisive two-tier wage system
sham two-day strike to try to convince the rank and file
wherein new hires in non-core jobs (whatever this
that the union was fighting for them. These basic
turns out to be) will be paid about half of what they
VEBA provisions provided the basic formula for the
now make. This is a direct attack on unions and their
Chrysler and Ford contracts.
principle of equal pay for equal work. New hires will be
working at the same jobs as older workers, but will be
WHAT'S GOOD FOR GM...
paid half as much.
Most rank-and-file workers know instinctively, and
GM also committed to keeping a number of plants
from bitter experience, that when corporate executives
open during the term of the contract. It did not say how
speak approvingly about a contract, it is good for the
many workers would remain. Automation in the factocorporations but bad for the workers. Every GM,
ries continues at a breakneck speed that has already
Chrysler and Ford executive, as well as virtually all of
eliminated at least half of the auto workers in the past
the capitalist newspaper and TV commentators,
15 years. More layoffs are sure to come.
heaped much praise on UAW President Eon GettelfinMore company flexibility in directing the work force,
ger for being "visionary," "realistic," "far-sighted," "pro^
also agreed to by the union bureaucrats, simply means
gressive," "cooperative," and "understanding."
work speed-up for those who remain in the factory.
In other words, it is corporate interests that are
Workers know very well the many ways the company is
being served to cut their costs to enable them to
always demanding more productivity at their expense.
The relatively low margin of approval on the vote at
GM frightened the union bureaucrats, who began a
concerted effort to sell the contract. They became desperate over the slim approval vote at Chrysler—that
continued from page 1
approval was in doubt until the very end. Once again
health care. It was a rude awakening for CNA.
the union threw all of its resources to aid the compaWith that defeat of the effort by the nurses' union,
nies and win contract approval at Ford. But the resisGov. Schwarzenegger was able to launch bis own statetance to the contracts has never been so huge in the
mandated "universal" health insurance, which the
history of the UAW, reflecting the increasing distrust of
insurance industry helped to draft. It turned out to be
the rank and file in their union bureaucrats.
a formula which requires every single individual to
—Andy Phillips
buy health insurance, even at the risk of taking food
away from one's table. This is similar to the proposals
being put forward by leading Democratic presidential
candidates.

Toothless laws

IT'S THE L A W — M A Y B E
In 2004, California became the first state in the
nation requiring a set nurse-to-patient ratio. Surgical
units, for example, must have no more than five
patients for every nurse. In units with sicker patients,
such as emergency departments, the ratio can go as
low as one to one. However, the state bureaucrats have
left compliance up to individual hospital administrations. They have not enforced a single standard,
applied across the board, to all HMOs and hospitals as
the law mandates. Nurses complain that compliance
has been spotty, especially at Sutter.
The deterioration of work conditions due to understaffing at Sutter meant nurses constantly missed
meals and breaks in order to minimize endangering
patients. There have been state penalties assessed
against Bay Area hospitals owned by the Sutter chain,
like a $2 million fine imposed for failing to provide adequate meals and breaks in 2005 and 2006. These million dollar fines of $3 million are treated by the HMOs
as just another cost of doing business.
W O R K P L A C E A S BATTLEFIELD
The CNA strike demonstrates that, after spending
the better part of the last decade on their political campaigns in the governor's office and the state legislature, after so many legislative victories and defeats,
the nurses' union has come full circle. They've come to
realize that real power resides in the workplace, with
the ideas and concerns of their membership.
Nurses on the ground keep discovering the woeful
inadequacy of state initiatives. That was true when the
nurses turned to direct solidarity by creating RNRN
(RN Response Network) as they deemed the government's efforts totally worthless during and after Hurricane Katrina. Now they are returning to their own
self-direction in the face of capital's efforts to get
around the laws nurses struggled to enact.
The -fundamental struggle in the workplace is
against being alienated from one's own labor, a struggle, which reaches beyond any law that keeps the system intact. A different future depends on workers fully
realizing direct solidarity with each other as the way
to overcome alienated labor.
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Bush fire response:
seize immigrants
ESCONDIDO, GAL—Southern California -is on fire,
columns of smoke and flames rise up, residents flee
their homes. The governor declares the state a disaster
zone, and soon after the president does the same.
The impact on North San Diego County is tremendous. Thousands 6f field and construction workers
have their residences in Ramona, Valley Center, and
Escondido. They took refuge in the football stadium,
where they believed they would receive aid just as
their neighbors did.
But many of these workers are undocumented. They
are afraid to go out, but the fires give them no other
option.
When they reached the stadium, they were
shocked to find immigration officials. Some were
detained and deported. Many fled and disappeared into the city's landscape.
It is wonderful to see how the community has come
together during this disaster. People were helping one
another. Race, religion, gender, class do not matter. Californians demonstrate their unity—human rights
groups, churches, and individuals unite to give as
much as they can.
FASCIST M I L I T I A
Then, like a dark stain on these laudable efforts, a
group of racists—the Minutemen—invaded Chicano
Park and began to insult and provoke the Chicano
community that had gathered to collect aid for those
displaced by the fires. In this site so symbolic of Chicano history and pride, the people refuse to be provoked and continue their charitable work.
The fires passed very close to my home. I watched
the terrible news. The phone rang and the Escondido
police said we had to evacuate. We packed a suitcase
with documents and clothes and left, but no one told us
where the nearest evacuation center was. So, as we
waited in a parking lot filled with hundreds of cars,
RVs, vans, and families, I began to wonder.

IRAQ STILL BURNING
In December of 2003 when I visited Iraq, I witnessed
a catastrophe even greater than the one we have just
lived through—Bush's war.
More than 3,838 American soldiers have died,
among them my son, and the American people are not
moved to action. We are saddened by the fact that 14
people died in the fires. But what do we feel for the
thousands killed by Bush's criminal acts?
We lament the high cost of the fire damage. Who will
lament the much higher cost of Bush's illegal war?
We lament the fact that many homes were lost in the
fire. Who will lament the loss of everything from museums to poor people's homes in Iraq? Enough hypocrisy.
Enough apathy about human suffering. If, here in California, the people and the media were moved by the
fires, why are they not moved by an even greater
tragedy—the genocide in Iraq? Why?
Citizens of the world, I invite you to consider the
pain of your fellow human beings. We come together
and help one another in times of natural disaster. Why
do we not do the same when misguided leaders are
causing more death than any fire could?
Iraq is burning, but not from a natural disaster. It
burns because of the bombs, bullets, and lies unleashed
by immoral men. LET US ACT NOW!
—Fernando Suarez del Solar
Guerrero Azteca Peace Project
(translated by Jorge Mariscal)
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF

HflYflf if l l t l W ' t l K i l •
EDITOR'S NOTE
As part of our commemoration of the 200th
anniversary of the publication of Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit, we publish here two pieces written
by Dunayevskaya in 1987 as part of her work on a
planned book on "Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy." The first is a letter of June 26,1986 written
to an Iranian colleague. The original can be found in
the Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 10769 and was republished in The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in Hegel
and Marx (Lexington Books, 2002). edited by Peter
Hudis and Kevin Anderson. The second is an introduction to a republication in News & Letters, May 8,
1987. of her 1960 Notes on Hegel's Phenomenology,
the text of which also appears in The Power of Negativity. Page references to the Plw.nomenol.agy of Spirit are given (in parentheses) to the 1931 translation
by -IB. Baillie I'ThGB") and to the more recent translation by A.V. Miller ("PhGM"). Footnotes by the
author are listed as "ltD"; all others are by the editors of The Power of Negativity.

I . LETTER O N HEGEL'S

PHENOMENOLOGY

OF MIND

L

et me tell you some of the past from a faraway
age—and I'm not talking so much about Marx
(much less Marxist-Humanism), but about Hegel.
Why do you suppose academics to this day refer to the
Phenomenology of Mind [Spirit] as "chaotic," "very brilliant and profound in spots," but definitely "Hegel
didn't know where he was headed"; that he didn't even
have subheads once he came to "Spirit"?
It was because he didn't have the categories worked
out systematically as they were in Science of Logic,
where it was nice and smooth and they took for granted they understood it; they certainly could repeat the
categories; indeed, though it took them all the way
until 1929 (having rejected the translation that was
done in America by the Hegelians in St. Louis) before
they published an English translation, they then
appended a long and precise list of categories—128 to
be exact—so that anyone can repeat them if they can
memorize 128 names.(l)
We have yet to get any serious, full explanation of
why there has been no reference to the fact that the
year before Hegel died, he felt that he should add the
three final syllogisms to the Absolute Mind. Do you
know why that is? I'll tell you why. It is because we
haven't understood that Phenomenology of Mind (1807,
not 1830) projected ground for the Absolutes, and they
haven't-understood that ground because it was the
French Revolution. And Hegel was saying very passionately: "Look at what happened in France, and we
haven't even developed a single dialectical category,
and we are talking philosophy time and time again."
The whole philosophy of 2,500 years has to find a new
language, and here it is.
Academics had no vision then and they have no
vision now. The whole truth is that between 1807 and
1831 (death) it was a matter of developing that movement, historic movement, and that vision Marx alone
saw. And he saw it because he was in a new age and
needed a new language to express the forces and the
Reason of Revolution [as] both continuity and discontinuity of the dialectic and of the new European Revolutions (1840s). That is why a serious Introduction is
really always written at the end and is at the same
time an Overview, which is what Marx was doing from
1843 to 1883.

II.

INTRODUCTION TO

DECEMBER 2007 - JANUARY 2008

On the 200th anniversary of Hegel's
Phenomenology of Spirit
history and a period of transition is likewise one that
ist Essays, as well as the work of his final decade where
speaks about the period of darkness before the dawn.
Marx predicted, in his studies of pre-capitalist sociThat is what we all have had to suffer through—the
eties, thait a revolution could come first in a technologdarkness before the dawn. Hegel articulated both the
ically backward land rather than in the technologicaldarkness and the dawn in the very same paragraph
ly advanced West. It has had to struggle under the
lucidly enough. Yet, because this appears in the Preface
whip of counter-revolution in a nuclearly armed world.
to the Phenomenology of Mind, it looks as if it were
Nowhere has this been more onerous than in the
written in anticipation of the book, whereas, in truth,
1980s under the Reagan retrogressionism, which has
the Preface was written after the whole work was combeen bent on turning the clock backward—whether
pleted; thus, we do not realize that the contradictory
that be om civil rights, labor, women's liberation, youth
unity first became that translucent after the work was
and education or children. At the same time that there
completed.
is this ideological pollution and the revolutionary
struggle against it, even some bourgeois Hegel scholars
It never fails that, at momentous world historic
who opposed the "subversion" of Hegel by Marx and by
turning points, it is very difficult to tell the difference
today's Marxist-Humanists have had to admit: "If
between two types of twilight—whether one is first
Hegel hais not literally been to the barricades of strifeplunging into utter darkness or whether one has
ridden cities, or exploreached the end of a long
sive rural focos, he has
night and is just at the
been in the thick of curmoment before the dawn
rent ideological comof a new day. In either
bat."(3)
case, the challenge to
find the meaning—what
In its way, this, too,
Hegel called "the undewill help illuminate why
fined foreboding of somewe are publishing "Why
thing
unknown"—
Hegel's Phenomenology?
becomes a compulsion to
Why Now?" It will have
dig for new beginnings,
two parts. What follows,
for a philosophy that
as Part I, is a study of
would try to answer the
Hegel's first (and what
question
"where
to
Marx considered his
begin?"
most creative) work,
Phenomenology of Mind
This was the reason
(Geist), written as Lecfor a new revolutionary
ture Notes for a class I
philosophy—the birth of
gave on the Phenomenolthe Hegelian dialectic—
ogy in the 1960s.(4) Part
at the time the great
II, which will follow in
French Revolution did
the near future, will be
not produce totally new
an essay on the Hegelian
beginnings in philosophy.
Dialectic as Marx criIt caused Hegel's break
tiqued it in his Humanwith romanticism. His
ist Essays in 1844 and
deep digging went, at one
continued to develop it
and the same time, backthroughout his life.(5)
ward to the origins of
This is seen most clearly
philosophy in Greece
the event that deeply in Marx's greatest theoaround 500 B.C. and for- The French Revolution of 1789,
retical work, Capital,
ward as the French Revo- impacted Hegel's thought.
especially in the final
lution was followed by
section of chapter 1, which Marx expanded on the
the Napoleonic era trying to dominate all of Europe.
"Fetishism of Commodities," in his last decade. It is
In a word, the crucible of history shows that the
there th|at a citation of what first appeared in Marx's
forces of actual revolution producing revolutions in
1841 Doctoral Thesis reveals Marx's continued deepphilosophy recur at historic turning points. Thus in the
rootedness in Hegel.(6)
1840s, with the rise of a totally new revolutionary
class—the "wretched of the earth," the proletariat—
Marx transformed Hegel's revolution in philosophy
NOTES
into a philosophy of revolution. This founding of a new
continent of thought and of revolution unchained the
1. This "Table of Categories" is found in the Johnston and
Struthers translation of the Science of Logic (New York:
Hegelian dialectic, which Marx called "revolution in
MacMillan, 1929).
permanence."
2. See "Lenin and the Dialectic: A Mind in Action" and "The
Irish Revolution and the Dialectic of History" in Part IV—
HEGEL IN THE AGE OF REVOLUTIONS
"World!War I and the Great Divide in Marxism"—of my
Just as the shock of the simultaneity of the outbreak
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today.—RD
of World War I and the collapse of established Marxism
3. See George Armstrong Kelly's Hegel's Retreat from Eleusis
(the Second International) compelled Lenin to turn to
[Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978], p. 224, and
Marx's deep-rootedness in the Hegelian Dialectic,(2) so
my anslwer to his critique of my Philosophy and Revolution:
From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao in the new
it has become imperative to find that missing link of a
Introduction I wrote for the 1982 edition.—RD
philosophy of revolution in the post-World War II
4. For this study, see The Power of Negativity, pp. 35-48.
world.
5. Dunayevskaya did not live to complete her Part II of "Why
A whole new world—a Third World—has been born.
Phenomenology? Why Now?" She did write a rough draft of
Just as the East European revolutionaries rose up
it, entitled "Why Phenomenology? Why Now? What is the
against Communist totalitarianism from within that
Relationship either to Organization, or to Philosophy, not
orbit, so the Third World arose against Western impeParty, 1984-87?" It can be found in Supplement to the Raya
rialism. This movement from practice that is itself a
Dunayevskaya Collection, 10883-90.
form of theory has been digging for ways to put an end
6. In the section on the "Fetishism of Commodities" in chapter
to the separation between theory and practice. It is this
1 of Capital, Marx refers to Epicurus, the subject matter of
his doctoral dissertation of 1841.
movement that has rediscovered Marx's early Human-

'WHY HEGEL'S
PHENOMENOLOGY?

W H Y NOW? 1

"The Spirit of the time, growing slowly and quietly ripe for the new form it is to assume, disintegrates one fragment after another of the structure
of its previous world. That it is tottering to fall is
indicated only by symptoms here and there. Frivolity and again ennui, which are spreading in the
established order of things, the undefined foreboding of something unknown—all these betoken that
there is something else approaching. This gradual
crumbling to pieces, which did not alter the general
look and aspect of the whole, is interrupted by the
sunrise, which, in a flash and at a single stroke,
brings to view the form and structure of the new
world."
—Hegel, Preface to the Phenomenology of Mind
[PhGB, p. 75; PhGM, pp. 6-7]
The most difficult of all tasks that have confronted
every generation of Marxists is to work out Marx's
Marxism for its age; the task has never been more difficult than the one that confronts the decade of the
1980s. We often "like to quote that creatively great
statement of Hegel about the "birth-time of History"
[PhGB, p. 75; PhGM, p. 6]. What is important to see is
that the same paragraph that talks of the birth-time of

By Raya Dunayevskaya
Edited by peter Hudis and Kevin B. Anderson
LexingtonjBooks
This 400-page collection of writings on the dialect
in Hegel, Marx and today contains:
• "Notes on Hegel's Phenomonology of Spirit"
• "Rough Notes on Hegel's Science of Logic"
• "Notes on the Smaller Logic from the '
Encyclopedia ot the Philosophic Sciences"
• Philosophic dialogue with Herbert Marcuse,
Erich Fromm, Charles Denby, C.L.R. James,
Louis Dupre, and George Armstrong Kelly
• "fetters on Hegel's Absolutes" of 1953, which
spells out the "philosophic moment"
of Marxist-Humanism
To onicr, sec page 7
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Hegel's Phenomenology today: a Marxist-Humanist view
by Peter Hudis
"Pure self-recognition in absolute otherness,
this Aether as such, is the ground and soil of Science or knowlege in general."—Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit

T

he numerous discussions and conferences occuring
around the world on Hegel's Phenomenology of
Spirit on its 200th anniversary show that interest
in his work is far from dead. Hegel's thought today
appears to be as much at the center of ideological
debate as ever before.
This doesn't mean there aren't ongoing efforts to
bury Hegel. One expression is the claim that despite
the Phenomenology's impressive delineation of alienation and its transcendence, it fails in the end to
account for otherness and new
phenomena. The culmination of
the Phenomenology in "Absolute
Knowledge," many claim, closes
the door to grasping social and
cultural developments unanticipated by Hegel—especially concerning issues of gender, race, and the contributions of
the non-Western world.
Answering this charge is not as simple as it may
appear. For Hegel, truth is the correspondence of an
object with its concept. One cannot speak of truth—
and surely not of absolute truth—if the object is outside of or opposed to consciousness. Each stage of consciousness that unfolds in Hegel's Phenomenology is
therefore "defective" until we reach the final chapter
on "Absolute Knowledge," where the opposition
between concept and reality is transcended.
Since it would appear that an absolute, by definition, allows for nothing outside itself, many argue that
"Absolute Knowledge" involves the annulment of otherness and difference. While a brief essay can hardly
fully answer such claims, we can point matters in a
proper direction by viewing Hegel's Phenomenology
from a truly Marxist-Humanist perspective.

ESSAY

HISTORY A N D OTHERNESS
Any effort to grasp how Hegel's Phenomenology
relates to otherness hinges on appreciating its historical dimension.
As Raya Dunayevskaya wrote in Philosophy and
Revolution, "Hegel created his dialectic from a most
painstaking and rigorous examination of the movement of no less than 2,500 years of history." She
argued, "It becomes impossible to separate reality and
spirit, not because Hegel has imposed spirit upon reality, but because spirit is immanent in reality."(l)
While the presence of history is evident to any reader of the Phenomenology, the manner in which history
appears in it is difficult to unravel. The Phenomenology is neither a work of history as such nor does it follow any recognizable historical sequence. To give one
example, although Revealed Religion preceded the
Enlightenment by many centuries, the Phenomenology 's discussion of it follows rather than precedes the
critique of Enlightenment Reason. Hegel's references
to specific historical episodes rarely correspond to the
actual sequence by which they unfolded. Efforts to read
the Phenomenology as a historic narrative disguised as
a dialectic of consciousness are doomed to failure.
Nevertheless, the presence of history is so overpowering in the Phenomenology that it can be divided into
two parts. The first half—Consciousness, Self-Consciousness, and Reason—proceeds from the vantage
point of individual consciousness. While each of these
stages constitutes a "ladder" to the Absolute, Hegel
shows each to be defective. We cannot reach the
Absolute from the vantage point of individual consciousness alone. Hegel then retraces the journey on a
higher level in the second half, which proceeds from
Spirit to Religion to Absolute Knowledge. Its vantage
point is not individual consciousness but social, cultural, or collective consciousness.
So deeply rooted is the Phenomenology in actual
history that Dunayevskaya held that it would not be
wrong to simplify the the first half as dealing with
what happens before the revolution and the second as
what happens after it. The foremost revolution of concern to Hegel, of course, was the French Revolution of
1789, which deeply impacted his entire thought.
In The Young Hegel, George Lukacs argued that the
Phenomenology is deeply rooted in history until
"Absolute Knowledge" is reached. In contrast, Dunayevskaya argued that no chapter of the Phenomenology is more historical than "Absolute Knowledge." This
is because "Absolute Knowledge" is the accumulated
totality of individual and social consciousness and
experience. "The truth is the whole," and the whole
includes both the individual and the social. It is impossible to concretely grasp history from the vantage
point of individual consciousness alone. Attempts to do
so represent an abstraction from history.
In this sense, not only is "Absolute Knowledge" historical; it alone is historical in the fullest sense of the
word. All that precedes the Absolute is partial, onesided, and hence abstract. The Absolute alone is concrete—historically concrete.
Hegel is often attacked for the "idealism" of this
standpoint. However, he is actually very close to Marx
in this regard. Marx argued that history properly

speaking does not begin until we reach a truly socialist
society. Everything prior to that represents the "prehistory" of humanity. The alienated existence of
humanity is pre-historical insofar as it represents an
abstraction from our human capacity for free, conscious, purposeful activity.
TWO TYPES OF SUBJECTIVITY
The presence of history in Hegel's Phenomenology
indicates that the work, for all its difficulty and
abstractness, does not efface contingency and difference, since both are integral to history itself. The journey of consciousness traced out by Hegel is not indifferent to actuality. It is instead defined by a subjectivity that has developed through and absorbed the( objectively real. "Absolute Knowledge," as the summation of
the entire process, is not some abstract self-awareness
but rather the philosophic comprehension of history
itself.
In a word, Hegel was not a subjective idealist. His
aim was to show how "the
opposition between self-consciousness and its object is
transcended in life" (p. 12).
The proof of this is found
in "Absolute Knowledge." It
consists of the "recollection"
of the entire journey of consciousness. While each prior
stage of consciousness is
defective, each is shown to
contain the impulse to transcend its limitations. The
dialectic of negativity is
integral to each and every
embodiment of "Spirit." The
entire Phenomenology represents
a
movement
through
negation
and
"negation of the negation."
So infused with -negativity are these stages of consciousness that iheir recollection in "Absolute Knowledge" posits negativity itself
as an. absolute. "Absolute
Knowledge" is thus not a
closure or endpoint. It faces its own negation and
becomes a jumping off point for a new beginning.
Hegel writes, "The self-knowing Spirit knows not
only itself but also the negative of itself, or its limit: to
know one's limit is to know how to sacrifice oneself."(2)
The Other is therefore not swallowed up by Hegel's
Absolute. The Absolute instead confronts its limit when
faced with new phenomena it has not yet accounted for.
We no sooner reach the highpoint than it perishes.
Hegel develops this by having "Absolute Knowledge"
face what he calls "the Golgotha of Absolute Spirit."
Dunayevskaya writes: "The 'ultimate' turns out to be
not the Absolute, which has just suffered its Golgotha, but a new beginning, a new point of
departure. In a word, Hegel is not standing stock still
just because he has reached the Absolute. Its negation
will become the foundation for a new level of truth he
will work out in the Science of Logic. The objective
world and the self-thinking Idea have likewise not
come to a stop. The movement is ceaseless" (p. 18).
Dunayevskaya's concept of Absolute as new beginning long ago anticipated the emphasis among many
of today's Hegel scholars, who are challenging the
claim that the Phenomenology annuls difference and
otherness. As Philip Kain puts it, "Too many of Hegel's
readers see only the arrogance of the Absolute—its
claim to be the totality of all reality systematically
organized, fully realized, completely known, closed, finished, and sealed. That is to fail to understand Hegel.
No system empowers the Other, the outsider, the
oppressed, the different, the marginalized, more than
Hegel's."(3) :

MARX A N D HEGEL
Nonetheless, did not Marx critique Hegel's Phenomenology in his 1844 Manuscripts for presenting the
Absolute as if it "has no object outside itself? Marx
wrote that in Hegel, "thingness is itself only an appearance." In Hegel, Marx argued, "Nature likewise is not
external, except relative to this Idea." This is a serious
defect, Marx held, since "a being which has no object
outside of itself is not an objective being."(4) It would
appear, given this critique, that in some sense Hegel's
Phenomenology does annul otherness and difference.®
Hegel's limitation, Marx recognized, is that he "separates thinking from the subject." Since the subject of
the Phenomenology is not "actual corporeal humanity"
but mere self-consciousness, alienation represents not
the alienation of actual human capacities but rather
the alienation of thought from itself. As a result of this
dehumanization of the Idea,
the transcendence of alienation in "Absolute Knowledge" signifies not the abolition of humanity's alienation
from its actual capacities
but merely the return of
thought to itself.
There is therefore a deep
contradiction between positive and limiting factors in
Hegel's thought that cannot
be simply waved away.
Dunayevskaya addressed
this as follows: "Is it just
ontological Idealism's 'delusion' (to use an expression of
Marx) that thinks it can
'absorb' the objective world
into itself, or is it the ideal
toward which man aims, and
can it be both?" (p. 31).
While
Dunayevskaya's
interpretation of Hegel was
deeply impacted by Marx's
critique, she did not simply
stop with it. She rethought
the meaning of Hegel for the realities of her age.
Specifically, she asked "how different matters would
be" (p. 58) when we strip away Hegel's dehumanization
of the Idea by posing "actual corporeal man" as the subject of the dialectic of negativity. Once the Hegelian
dialectic is reconstituted on that basis, she held, it
takes on an altogether new level of importance.

DIALECTICS OF ORGANIZATION
In 1987 Dunayevskaya returned once more to
Hegel's Phenomenology in her work on "Dialectics of
Organization and Philosophy." She made a number of
important discoveries that are worth re-examining on
the occasion of its 200th anniversary.
In exploring anew "Absolute Knowledge," she again
emphasized that Hegel does not bring the dialectical
movement to a halt. Nor does the Absolute represent a
"closure." "Absolute Knowledge" is instead subjected to
the "Golgotha of Absolute Spirit."
But what does this mean? Does it mean that history
comes to an end with the conclusion of the Phenomenology? Or does it mean that the philosophic comprehension of history suffers "Golgotha"—the need to
undergo "death" and be reconstituted anew?
In the final paragraph Hegel discusses not only history as such but also its "philosophically comprehended organization," which he refers to as "the Science of
Knowing." He then writes: "The two together, comprehended History, form alike the inwardizing and the
Golgotha of Absolute Spirit."
Dunayevskaya writes of this in 1987: "Heretofore,
'the two together' or both together was taken to mean
practice as well as philosophy. In fact, it isn't practice,
it is Science as well as philosophy, recollection as well
as consummation, must undergo the Crucifixion and be
fv-ji; :nn:r 3ho.i.;! '• .IPI .1 -il M.'«A r, Bi:v,i .:'j.:ii.v.vv.--it;:-.a,£
"born anew.' This is absolutely phenomenal, and I don't
mean phenomena. Marx certainly must have had
something like this in mind when he wrote Freiligrath
about organization in the historic as well as the
ephemeral sense."(6)
For Dunayevskaya, it isn't history that comes to an
end in the Phenomenology. What comes to an end is a
particular stage or moment of its philosophic comprefrom Hegel to Sartre
hension. Hegel suggests that even when we reach the
and from Marx to Mao
Absolute, new phenomena as embodied in a new
era are bound to show themselves. At that point "Science," the philosophic comprehension of history, must
be reconstituted anew.
Dunayevskaya argued in 1987 that this spoke
directly to Marx's concept of organization. Indeed, it
"A notable difference separate
speaks no less to her own distinctive concept of organiRaya Dunayevskaya's from the earth • zation, which today is in urgent need of re-examinapositions [of Lukacs and Korsch]. The • tion.(7)
As she often insisted, an organization of revolutioninterpretation had limited the revolutionary impac ary Marxists is meaningless unless it represents orgaof Hegel to the socio-political order. Dunayevskaya nizational responsibility for philosophy. Being
aims at a total liberation of the human person. * organizationally responsible for philosophy does not
mean repeating the truths of an earlier era—any more
—Louts DupNs
than it means ignoring the truths gained from an ear-
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VOICES OF LABOR FROM SOUTH AFRICA
As an activist here in the Eastern
Cape, I was very pleased to read Peter
Hudis' analysis of the labor situation
and economic problems facing the U.S.
in the October-November N&L. His
analysis was very cogent. We too fact
the problem of a union leadership that
claims to be for the workers but then
pulls them off the picket lines as soon as
things get militant. What I did not
know before is how serious a problem
the U.S. faces in the near term economically. If even an advanced capitalist
country like the U.S. cannot overcome
these economic contradictions, how is
South Africa going to be able to do it?
Activist
Durban, South Africa
Ei

Dr. Van Zly Slabbert, the erstwhile
liberal and leader of the ProgressiveFederal Party (PFP), refuses to
intervene in the suppression .of free
speech in one of his companies of which
he is the non-executive chairperson.
His company, Capacity Outsourcing, a
labor broker at Independent Newspaper, is instituting disciplinary action
against a shop steward of GIWUSA. The
shop steward BonganiNtuli is charged
with allegedly providing unauthorized
entry for a union official and for attending an unauthorized union meeting on
the premises of Independent Newspaper. Not only are workers' right to free
speech being suppressed but- their right
to join a trade union of their choice is
being violated since Capacity Outsourcing is forcing them to resign from
GIWUSA In reality, though workers are

FROM DUNAYEVSKAYA'S
ARCHIVES
I have to* thank you greatly for the
latest issue of N&L I've just received. It
is an excellent one! The balance of news
items and theoretical pieces was struck
just right. I was especially pleased to
have Raya Dunayevksya's commentary
on Castoriadis from July 1955. It was
vintage Raya and most prescient. Excellent!
Robert Hill
UCLA
El

The Oct.-Nov. Raya Dunayevskaya
column says much about the MarxistHumanist concept of organization,
revolving around the relationship of
worker and intellectual, which she
restates as "the role of the party." Calling for beginning to break down the
division between mental and manual
labor now, it deals a blow to those who
would put that question off until after
the revolution, or even later. Her stress
on total opposition to the old order "not
alone in theory but in practice" combines with a demand for theoreticians
not to keep theorizing "in the old way,"
but to hear the movement from practice
to theory. Her concept of organization
simply cannot be grasped in separation
from the need for intellectuals' self-discipline to hear all that the workers say,
not just what the theorist is looking to

legally contracted to Capacity Outsourcing they are very much still under the
control, supervision and direction of
Independent Newspaper, which is hiding behind the labor broker. These practices are similar to many other companies where labor brokers are used by
employers. In fact, in South Africa
employers are
using
labor
brokers to create a workplace environment where
job insecurity
is at risk and
wages
are
reminiscent of
that
under
apartheid.
We are calling
on
all
progressive
organizations/movements and individuals to rally behind the workers in their
struggle against their exploitation and
oppression at the hands of Capacity
Outsourcing, a labor brokering company
used by Independent Newspaper (Pty)
Ltd situated at Sauer Street, Johannesburg. Write protest emails, fax or telephone Dr. Van Zyl Stabbert expressing
outrage and demanding that he stop the
violation of workers' rights. ( email :
SaraC@adcorp.co. za, julie.naran@caxton.co.za. fax :07 Oil 889-0638, tel: 007
11 889-0633.
Capacity Workers Support Com.
Johannesburg, South Africa.

hear.
Franklin Dmitryev
Memphis

I noticed an unfortunate error in the
"From the Archives" column in the OctNov issue, which I hope will be corrected on the website, and noted for your
paper readers. A phrase about "N&L
being a product of the unique combination of worker and intellectual" was
inadvertently dropped in one line. It
occurs in the paragraph that says "The
working class stamps in the overall editing and the decentralization in the editing of the individual sections—Labor,
Negro, Women, Youth—did not come
about accidentally. They were the
results of the decisions of a unique combination of worker and intellectual.
News & Letters, being a product of this
unique combination of worker and intellectual is in its own small way to be
sure, the practice of the breakdown of
the most monstrous division of all—the
division between mental and annual
labor which has reached its apex in this
epoch."
Careful reader
Tennessee
E

Dunayevskaya's writing is crystal
clear, direct, written to be understood.
Would that the rest of the paper were
written at that level. Too often it "is

WHO IN THE WORLD READS N&L?
Our library comprises a collection of
books and periodicals of different theoretical backgrounds, and your Marxist-oriented News & Letters enriches
our collection, providing its own perspective on developments in world politics. News & Letters is very helpful
for our students and the researchers
of our university. We will be grateful to
continue our subscription.
Center for International Studies
Odessa National University
Odessa, Ukraine
E

We want to acknowledge your continued support in supplying us with
News & Letters, which we have been
receiving since 2003.
Having been nominated as the new
chair for the Philosophy Development
Committee (UNESCO/Kenya), I would
like to express our gratitude and
inform you of our continued struggles
to liberate, educate and develop a participatory curriculum for Humanism
and Philosophy. As such, we have registered a new organization dubbed
"Project Nabuur" and appeal for your

support in our creation of the resource
center. We would welcome a donation
of books by Raya Dunayevskaya,
which we will put to use in our workshops and seminars. The particular
books of special interest to us are The
Power of Negativity: Selected Writings
on the Dialectic in Hegel and Marx
and Women's Liberation and the
Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for
the Future.
I appreciate the timely publication
of News & Letters which keeps us up
to date on all your publications.
Could you also assist us by requesting from your readers more books for
us on Marxism, Humanism, Labor and
other questions to be used at our
resource center? Your help will be
highly appreciated.
Boaz Adhongofor Project Nabuur Initiatives
P.O. Box 75986 —00200
Citysquare, Nairobi
Kenya
El

Readers: Can you contribute the
books requested?

show-offy, dull, plodding, repetitive aad
obviously not written for the readers but
forthe • writer's ego. Tougher editing
might help. But I keep on reading the
paper every issue, hoping to find one
day another gem beside Raya Dunayeivr
skaya's piece. I'm enclosing a check to
renew my sub for two years and enclose
an extra donation to help you continue
your work.
Steady reader
San Francisco

FORT BENNING PROTEST
For years it was called the School of
the Americas—SOA. Now it's called
theWestern Hemisphere Institute for
Security Cooperation. But it's still the
site of the internationally notorious U.Si
Army training school for Latin American military and security personnel. It's
at Fort Benning and has drawn thousands to protest outside the gates every
year, becoming the nation's largest
annual gathering for peace and human
rights. This year more than twenty
thousand came and eleven people, ranging in age from 25 to .76, were arrested
on federal criminal charges.
The school has graduated hundreds of
military officers who have led or participated in nearly every human rights
atrocity in the hemisphere. Amnesty if
only one of the many organizations that
have called for its closing since discover
ing copies of torture manuals used at
the school. In June of this year, 203
members of the U.S. House of Representatives voted to close the school, but it
was still six votes shy of winning a victory
Meanwhile some Latin American
countries look like they may do it themselves. Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica,
Uruguay and Venezuela have said they
are withdrawing their militaries from
the school.
Protest supporter

MORE ON JENA'S LESSON
The treatment of the case of the "Jena
Six" in the Oct/Nov "Black/Red View"
column was the most balanced, rational
commentary I had yet to see regarding
the issue. For it's not just that it's wrong
to attack anyone, the greater c rime by
far is the standing threat to imprison
four of the five youngsters involved in
an adult facility and bound to do "hard
time." I have been in prison and it's no
place for a 30 year old such as I was,
much less kids. Prison is brutal and life
is cheap inside. You need eyes in the
back of your head and have to sleep witjh
one eye open. For years after I got out I
sat with my back to the wall in any public establishment. It took me until now
(I'm 53) to undo the damage the joint
caused. Teenagers should not do time in
adult prisons. Period.
Every young person put in prison convicts the whole rotten system.
Longtime Supporter

ENVIRONMENTALISM
While we watch in horror the terrible
fires in the San Diego area, a wide range
of the usual cast of coporate villaifls
sand to make huge profits off of this disaster. While it is true that global warming has contributed to the disaster, it
provides cover for the possible deliberate setting of these fires.
The recent similar tragedy in Greece
comes to mind, where protesters
believed the fires were intentionally set
by land developers. I am reminded of
George Orwell's "1984" where the
economies of the three major poweifs
were dependent n the profitability of
perpetual war and its destruction.
There should be a major independent
investigation. Major contracts for disaster relief should be carefully scrutinized.
Suspicions

The California wildfires have raised
the issue of the growing use of elite
insurance, which involves having private fire protection (Blackwater!) for the
houses of the wealthy. This move to further privatization of social goods can
only undermine the protection that
everyone else experiences. In some ways
I think the threat of environmentally
related human harm might be reaching
the tipping point in public consciousness around the change needed. It
seems that things have only increased
since earlier this year.
Memphis

El
Environmentalism essentially champions a technological revolution from
the fossil fuel energy system to one of
sustainability. That revolution will,
however,
leave intact a class of
exploiters, in many cases the same ones.
Yet this revolution is essential to the
future wealth of the world's people. We
are offered either salvation or a headstone to extinction.
DT
Louisiana

A NEEDED CONTRIBUTION
Thank you for the wonderful work
you do with N&L. I have enclosed $13,
all I have 'in your currency, to continue
my sub. Please use any extra for subs
for the unemployed or for political prisoners.
Appreciative supporter
Alberta, Canada

QUEER NOTES
The first item in last issue's "Queer
Notes" reported that three women were
murdered because they were lesbians.
That and the reporting of much harassment of LG South Africans, especially
Black and mixed-race lesbians, illustrate the contradiction of what is legal
and what human beings actual think
and do. Yes, South Africa was the first
nation in the world to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation and,
more recently, legalized same-sex civil
unions. However, those laws have not
necessarily changed the beliefs, attitudes and behaviors of many human
beings toward us LGBTQI folks. Only
revolution, both within and without, can
assure that all of humanity is treated
with fairness and justice.
Straggler
Illinois

My main appreciation for your paper
is that you cover the GLTB struggle.
Most other papers don't do that.
Because you do, it allows me to keep in
touch with my struggle.
Prisoner

Thank you for providing me and others like me with the opportunity to see
the world from a revolutionary perspective. N&L is one of the reasons I'm no
longer homophobic because it has given
me a better understanding of the
oppression gay people are subjected to
constantly. When you are oppressed, it's
easy to oppress others, and it was easy
for me to take out my frustrations on
those whose social stigma was seemingly larger than mine.
I have been a revolutionary for a
while now, and that issue (accepting all
people) was very difficult for me to
grasp, the more because we live in a
homophobic society . I allowed my personal beliefs to dictate how the whole
picture should be looked at. It's impossible to declare freedom for all and
declare war on all the forces of oppression and not apply it to all. This paper
is deep as an absolute purveyor of truth
'and revolutionary justice.
Prisoner
Wisconsin
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MARX AND HEALTH CARE
This is the t e n t h anniversary of the
California Nurses Association 18 month
wave of strikes a t Kaiser HMO in which
they won some unprecedented rights
over the care they provide. W h a t makes
this anniversary
so timely is t h a t
nurses here are
now
striking
again over the
similar issues
of speed-up and
exhaustion. Nurses on t h e wards
know laws are not
enough and this issue of alienation in
the health care work place isn't going to
go away.
N&L readers may be interested in
t h e lecture "Health Care, Alienated
Labor a n d Marx's Concept of t h e
Future" I gave Sept. 23, which is posted
a t t h e "Institute for t h e Critical Study of
Society"
website
(www.tifcss.
org/?q=node/2). It elicited quite a vigor-

'LIONS FOR LAMBS'
I j u s t saw Robert Redford's wellintentioned "Lions for Lambs." The best
line in the movie to me was how Redford, playing a professor, lectures to his
apathetic students t h a t "it's no longer
about the politicians who got us into
this war., it's about the rest of us who do
nothing, fiddling while Rome burns."
Rome has to mean Bhagdad, too, and
not j u s t Mainstreet U.S.A.
This movie h a s all the requisite "told
you so" criticisms of this god-forsaken
war—how they lied about WMD, how
the press embedded their noses firmly
in t h e Pentagon, how we supplied Sadd a m with chemical weapons in the first
place, how Saddam had nothing to do
with Al-Qaida or 9/11, blah, blah, blah.
It even h a s a good dig a t Hillary's "If I
h a d known then what I know now." But
this is yesteryear's movie. It should
have come out four years ago. Afghans
in this movie are in the background. If
we'd bring t h e m into the foreground of
our discussion, we'd see t h a t the good
ole American war had been eclipsed by
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ous discussion of a Marxist approach to
health care.
Ron Kelch
Oakland, Cal.
.El
Each of the mainstream Democratic
candidates for President, E d w a r d s ,
Obama, and Clinton, have put forward
what they call "affordable quality health
coverage for all." But none of their plans
will provide universal access to care.
The private insurance system would
remain in place with no fundamental
change in what we have now and nothing is proposed t h a t would even control
the rising cost of health care as it just
keeps getting worse for all. The kind of
"fundamental" change that's allegedly
being called for means a n uprooting of
the whole capitalist system and NONE
of the candidates is going to be proposing that.
Slckofit
Chicago

a n even worse war. Bush opened a Pandora's box which cannot be closed. Pull
out? It's too late.
Critic
California

Science Teacher
Michigan

WL FIGHTING BACK

BRITISH SCENE

J u s t when you think you've seen j u s t
about every degradation to women, you
get another kick in the teeth, but this
time the women kicked back. A jury
awarded to a former women's volleyball
coach a t California State University at
Fresno a n award of $5.85 million for
school retaliation against her for her
efforts to ensure gender equity in campus sports, based on title IX, as well as
for discrimination based on her gender
and perceived sexual orientation. Her
contract had not been renewed in 2004
after 13 years despite a winning record
of 263-167 and the highest winning percentage for t h e t e a m ever in 2002. During those years she also advocated for
equitable resources for women's teams
and opposed gender-based hostility by
some male coaches and their supporters, including t h e celebration of a n
"Ugly Women's Athlete Day."

Over the past 20 years I have had to
endure a number of experiences from
the SWP t h a t have not been very pleasant. A few years ago they forced me to
stop speaking a t the London Social
Forum by shouting and slow handclapping. At t h e most recent IS conference I
was simply not allowed to speak by the
chair. Recently there have been a round
of expulsions.
It's happening a t the same time t h a t
millions of workers—Postal workers,
Public sector, NHS and Rail workers—
are all in struggle against their employers. A recent poll by Radio 4 on who was
the most influential thinker of all time
was won by Karl Marx by 80,000 votes.
I would put the combined figure of the
left activists at about 2,000. It would
seem large sections of the population
are to the left of the political groups.
P. Duffy
London

Mary Jo Grey
Chicago

MOVE WAS NO SUICIDE!
In idly looking through the 2008
issue of the Guiness Book of Records at
the checkout line I was stunned to see
the bombing of MOVE in Philadelphia
in 1985 listed as a suicide! The information was attributed to the Cult Information Center. The definition of "cult" may
be in question, but the destruction of
MOVE headquarters, t h e accompanying
loss of a n entire block of Philadelphia
homes, and the loss of 11 MOVE members was clearly the work of the office of
Mayor W.Wilson Goode. And it was not a
suicide, it was murder.
We folks who can remember back t h a t
far can remember being horrified at how
far the city would go to rid itself of a
group t h a t was not disobeying the law,
but had become a thorn in the side of
the Mayor's office. The fact t h a t Mumia

h u m a n s (i.e. Caucasians) are more intelligent contradicts t h a t fundamental
concept of genetics and evolution. To be
intelligent in a capitalist society means
to be living an alienated life. So the most
intelligent people living under capitalism are those who, like Karl Marx arid
Marxist-Humanists, envision a totally
new, h u m a n society in which h u m a n
potential can fully develop.

would not shut u p about how MOVE
was being treated was a factor in the
police's project to silence him. Mumia
devoted one of his broadcasts to this lie.
To object to all of this, we can all sign
a petition at www.ipetitions.com/petition/OnaMove. I think Guiness Book of
World Records should be bombarded
with objections.
Outraged
California

RACISM AND 'SCIENCE'

Don't forget
to put

Nobel Prize-winning scientist J a m e s
D. Watson (one of the discoverers of the
double helix structure of DNA) was one
of my professors years ago. His recent
racist comment t h a t Caucasians are
inherently more intelligent than Blacks
was correctly denounced as soon as it
was uttered.
I see his remarks as revealing the
alienation t h a t underlies even the most
brilliant thinking in capitalist society.
Like all living things, humans evolved
to survive in their environment, and
variation among h u m a n s who evolved in
different p a r t s of the world arc to be
expected. But to then indicate that some
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Solidarity with Haitian workers
Since May, there has been an ongoing crisis at CD
Apparel, an assembly factory located in Building 3, in
the SONAPI Industrial Park in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
This factory was producing clothing for Hanes, until
suddenly Hanes withdrew all of its contracts and
forced its closure. More than 500 workers were laid off.
Although they have received legally mandated severance compensation from the state, this is only a pittance of about $50-$75, depending on a worker's years
on the job. Hanes has not paid them a cent. They
should receive decent severance pay of several hundred or a thousand dollars, the same as Hanes pays
workers in other countries in similar situations.
FIGHT FOR JUST C O M P E N S A T I O N

The laid off workers who are engaged in the struggle for severance pay have held demonstrations and
other forms of mobilizations. They have maintained
unity in raising their demands. They are waging a
legal struggle to be justly compensated for the unprincipled closure of the factory. The workers are seeking
international solidarity, and they have built a web site
to promote their struggle (www.ocdap600-haiti.13.fr).
Their six-month struggle shows the determination
of these workers to confront the greed of transnational capitalists and their local bourgeois agents, and to
demand justice. This is a struggle that must be sup-

Protest at
Chowchilla

ported with all our strength. We must force Hanes te
compensate the workers justly. We must also work to
link this struggle to the global struggle of the working
class. It's part of our struggle against capitalist globalization and against imperialism.
FACTORIES CLOSING

Factories are closing down in Haiti, at the same time
the government is promoting the newly enacted HOPE
act (see October-November N&L—ed. This legislation
has no benefit whatsoever for workers or for the
national interests of Haiti. While international corporations are clamoring to create jobs, workers are losing
their jobs without any compensation and are subjected
to discrimination. This should reveal to us the true
nature of their policies!
Batay Ouvriye (Workers Struggle), a Haitian work-'
ers' independent democratic union movement, has
raised an appeal for international solidarity with the
struggles of the workers of CD Apparel. We must rely
on our struggles, on our determination, and on national and international solidarity.
Send
letters
to
Hanes
at
:
rich. noll@hanesbr ands. com; Gerald. e vans@hanesbrands.com; ir@hanesbrands.com, and to CD Apparel;
rjbaker@pfbia.com
—Information front Batay Ouvriye

'No More Stolen Lives

CHOWCHILLA, CAL.—Hundreds of

people caravanned from both San
Francisco and Los Angeles areas, on
Oct. 20, to the site of two of the
largest women's prisons in the
world, Central California Women's
Facility (CCWF) and Valley State
Prison for Women (VSPW). Chowchilla is in the middle of the state,
far away from either of the metropolitan areas, from which the majority of prisoners come. Carrying signs
like "Bring our prisoners home!" and
"Money for community health, not
more prisons!" the protesters
opposed California's proposed "solu- •
tion" to overcrowding by spending
$15 billion on new prisons, more to
be built on this site among others.
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ism which is alive and active in this nation today and
has been for several centuries.
Many Americans are well aware of the fact that
racism i$ an evil and often violent force in this country.
Newspapers print exposes on how the police profile and
kill innocent African Americans with impunity. They
also pouit to the race disparity in prison sentencing. A
recent documentary on public television revealed that
the Miami, Florida police force had systematically
framed African Americans by planting guns on them
after they were arrested.
However any exposure of racist terrorism in this
country today will not by itself cause the two old capitalist parties to seriously oppose it. Both parties feed
on it, since the vital source of this terrorism is racism,
which isi at the very foundation of the social structure
of American capitalism.
A racist specter of "evil" African Americans ready
and able to spring from their- impoverished urban communities to commit crimes against whites has long
been used by politicians. President George Bush Sr.,
the father of President George W. Bush, won his 1988
presidential victory by playing the race card. He
accused his Democratic opponent Michael Dukakis of
being soft on Black crime because he furloughed an
African-American prisoner, Willie HortOn, who later
raped and murdered a white woman.
New York City's former Mayor Giuliani began his
rise by permitting the New York police to terrorize, torture and kill innocent African Americans. Giuliani's
police force constructed a regime of terror in the name
of combating crime.
Former President Clinton, in a political sense, practiced terrorism. His clap-trap about a crisis in Black
"morality" boiled down to getting Congress to enact
punitive crime laws, such as the "three strikes and
you're out" law—a mandatory life sentence if one is
convicted of a third felony—as well as mandatory minimum sentences for minor drug offenders and the construction of more prisons. The result of those punitive
laws are two million in jail and prison of which AfricanAmerican men and women compose 50%.
U.S. LEGAL A N D 'ILLEGAL' TERROR

In Oakland, Cal. the Oct. 22 "No More Stolen Lives" National Day of
Protest to Stop Police Brutality focused on the Sept. 20 police killing of
Gary King Jr. Over a hundred people rallied and marched to demand
accountability from the Oakland police department.

ACCOUNTABLE HEALTHCARE

A newly formed Coalition for Accountable Healthcare, comprised of various organizations and individuals already involved in prisoner support, organized this
action to bring attention to the fact that the federal
receiver appointed by a judge to oversee the reform of
the prisons' healthcare has put women's prisons at the
end of a very long list, where healthcare conditions are,
in fact, torture.
After a couple of years of federal courts finding the
conditions in California prisons unconstitutional, the
situation in them has only grown worse. The pervasive
overcrowding has taken away practically all "common"
spaces such as the gym and the day rooms, as they all
have been converted to dormitories to house more
women. The visiting rooms, providing an important
contact with family and friends who can make the long
trip, have been closed Mondays through Fridays, and
the rooms put to other uses.
Even the official CDC statistics admit that more
than half of the women in prison need not be there,
that they do not pose a danger to society. Californians
have voted repeatedly to cut the number of prisoners
by implementing alternative drug treatment programs.
Yet more and more women are being rounded up and
put behind bars. October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and the overwhelming majority of women
in prison are domestic violence survivors. Sexism is
manifest in the fact that an act of defending one's family from harm, when done by a man, can be applauded,
but when done by a woman defending her children or
herself from abusive domestic partners is called
"messy" and she gets life.
T H E Y ARE O U T THERE FOR US'

The protest march started at the entrance to CCWF.
Led by a drumming group Loco Bloco, we were heard
inside hundreds of yards away from the road. At one
point, where we could see the women on the yard, they
were waving and yelling back at us.
The women we know inside were telling others, "See,
they are out there for us." At the end of the march a
rally at the entrance to VSPW heard from many
activists, former prisoners, and prisoners' families
about the conditions in prison, and the hard road for
ex-felons once they are released.
A chant, "break a window, open a door, tear down a
wall, 'till all the prisons fall" reflected our determination to continue the fight until prisons are abolished.

Woman prisoner's
response to Jena
We all understand what a hang noose is. It stands
for a tradition of lynching. It shows your "family values" if you think this symbol, a reminder of this history, is nothing but a prank.
One would like to think that this no longer happens
in this country. But it seems to be lurking all the time.
It is very serious that history is not listened to.
We have to be able to call things as they are. Jena
would not have escalated this far if the whites were
willing to listen. They could have made the tree a lesson in reconciliation, in peace.
I understand why Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
for non-violence—we don't want to stoop to the level of
the racists by being as violent as they are.
JUDICIAL SYSTEM AS VICTIMIZER

The judicial system is supposed to be fair, but it only
heightens and perpetuates the victimization of a part
of society. The justices are supposed to be aware of the
issues that have been raised in the past. They let the
whole of society down by implying it's OK to hang
those nooses or to prosecute Black youth as adults, but
not prosecute the whites at all.
Selective prosecution and letting the noose incident
pass as a prank is wrong. It shows racism. It shows
how far we have not come. How can people think it is
funny to spread hate? It feels like we're back in the
1960s, before the Civil Rights Movement.
I feel like I am in an upside down world. The prison
system is not able to rehabilitate anyone, because it
does not allow for any experience or exercise of freedom. Prison is very much like slavery. The slave system makes the overlords inhuman and unfeeling. It
makes them see us all the same, not as individuals.
They get good salaries, buy their toys and lose their
compassion. They lose a part of themselves. How they
treat prisoners exacts a price on them.
The way I keep my humanity is to quietly help people who get picked on by everybody. There is-always
somebody you can help. I try to develop genuine relations with people, not as a front for getting something
from them. I learned how to discern when people want
a genuine relationship. God does not require me to be
a part of others' games.
—A woman prisoner, California

Imprisonment of such a large number of African
Americans, by the political action of a supposedly liberal president, says more about the depth of racism in
American society than about actual or alleged crimes
committed by those African Americans. In many parts
of this nation, the very presence of African Americans
implies crime in the thinking of white Americans and
gives the police a reason to profile or shoot African
Americajns.
What history has clearly shown is: legal equality and
political; freedom do not, in themselves, abolish the
practice* of racism, sexism and classism in America's
"democratic" capitalist society.
African Americans have been engaged in a ceaseless
struggle; against racist terrorism. Once freed from chattel slavery, they discovered they were not at all free,
but landless people existing under the terrorism of
lynch mobs. The Tuskegee Institute's conservative
numbers show 3,426 African Americans were lynched
between 1882 and 1947. Lynching was a brutal and a
dehumanizing affair. Before hundreds and even thousands . of spectators the victim was often stripped
naked, mutilated and burned alive. No president of the
United States ever intervened to stop those grisly
affairs, even when the victim was the African-American postmaster of Lake City, S.C.
N O REPARATIONS YET FOR TULSA

May 31 is the anniversary of one of the many race
riots against African Americans, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
In 1921 deputy sheriffs and national guardsmen carried out tone of the most violent acts of terrorism,
killing 300 and making 10,000 homeless. To this day
there has been no official acknowledgment of this
state-sponsored terror, not to mention reparations for
the still-living survivors. That is true even though Congress appropriated $29 million, after Timothy McVeigh
blew up the Murrah Federal Building, to fund the
Oklahoipa City National Memorial Institute for the
Prevention of Terrorism.
One cannot help but recognize that the long struggle
against [racist terrorism has both put American civilization Ion trial and given a greater dimension to the
idea of freedom than the founding fathers were able to
recognize or imagine. Then, as now, the fundamental
issue is pot pompous declarations about the evil of terrorism, but everyday human relationships.
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Rosa Luxemburg and the Russian Revolution of 1917
Editor's Note: The following essay is a response to the
Persian edition of The Rosa Luxemburg Reader that was
sent to us from a reader in Iran. For the English-language Reader, see the ad below.

land by the peasants, to be the shortest, simplest and
autonomy before the October Revolution had led to a lot
clearest formula for crushing the great landowners
of discussions between Lenin and Rosa. In her previous
uniting the peasants with the revolutionary governworks, Rosa had argued that such a slogan had no place
ment. But she thought that there is nothing in common
in the revolutionary arsenal. Rosa thought it would not
between the appropriation of the land by individual
be possible for nationalism and socialism to come up
TEHRAN, IRAN—It has been 90 years since the October peasants and a socialist economy.
with a compromise.
Revolution in Russia. This
She
believed
Her point is that for the bourgeoisie and its ideology,
time gap permits us to have a
that the approprianational boundaries cannot be accepted, given the condeeper insight about this
tion of the land by " stant political and cultural divisions within the proleevent.
the peasants would
tariat. She thought of a socialist and internationalist
An insightful observer is one
just change landalternative as the only criterion for investigation. In
who is able to see the. passion
lord ownership into
fact, she did not believe in Marx's idea based on which
and enthusiasm in a world
peasant ownership
the national revolution is a way towards socialism.
which seems to have separated
by dividing the forShe instead held that what must be taken into coninto two—between actual lived
mer into the latter.
sideration are the consequences of every position on the
history and the "prehistory" of
She
moreover
class interests of proletariat; and as a result, every poshumanity. One such observer
believed that these
itive assessment about the national problem was
was Rosa Luxemburg.
measures and their
dependent on the issue of whether the success can
When the October Revoluchaotic mode of
potentially lead to the necessary rule for autonomy and
tion of 1917 happened, Rosa
execution meant
create a political milieu that improves the possibilities
was experiencing her four-year
what was being
for the development of the class consciousness of the
imprisonment in Germany. In
witnessed in Rusworking class. She saw the decomposition of the Russsolitary confinement, under
sia was the intensiian empire and its conversion into different nationalithe influence of a painful illfication
rather
ties, each dealing with this or that imperialism, as the
ness and the mental impact of
than the nullificaresult of the policy of the right of self-determination.
long-term imprisonment, she
tion of differences
lacked any relationship with
SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY
within the peasthe outside world which was
antry.
She wrote that once the Bolsheviks seized power
thundering like a volcano.
Military commuthey were against the right to vote, freedom of press
Among her contemporaries
nism, the New Ecoand assembly, and in sum, all democratic rights. These
her pamphlet on the Russian
nomic
Policy
were everything that could enable the people of Russia
Revolution stands as the most
(NEP), the obligato decide their fate.
prophetic concerning this
tory socialization
Moreover Rosa believed that the pursuit of these Bolworld-historical event. Many of her particular critipolicy, and finally, the banishment and compulsory emishevik policies would nurture the counterrevolution.
cisms may be disputed or refuted, but the mistakes of
gration of millions of peasants during the later Stalin
She believed that the fundamental error of Lenin and
this article are overshadowed by her moral and democperiod are obvious signs that the land problem left huge
Trotsky was that they, exactly like the Second Internaratic motives.
consequences for the future of the revolution.
tional, counterposed dictatorship and democracy. But
Marxists,
she held, should separate the social core of
Rosa
had
properly
distinguished
the
land
problem
LUXEMBURG'S CRITIQUE OF LENIN
democracy from bourgeois democracy. The distinctive
and its destructive solution, but as for an alternative
However we should keep in mind that her work is a
point of the proletarian dictatorship "is in the mode it
policy, we do not find anything specific—only short and
defense of the October Revolution in which the courage
applies the democracy not in its abolition," she wrote.
general phrases such as calling for immediate socialand innovativeness of the Bolsheviks is highly admired.
ization.
Since the goal of the transition period is to provide
The key point for her is the essence of seizing power
Her suggestions regarding the immediate socializathe proletariat with the possibility to apply its own
and the steps that should be immediately taken so that
tion of agricultural lands would no doubt have led to
power, its ability to do that lies in its challenging power
the most widespread revolutionary democracy may be
huge peasant commotions against new government and
within the. proletarian dictatorship. She defended the
assured.
bloodshed, as transpired during the unsuccessful revoBolsheviks' measures in overcoming the resistance of
In fact, the question that makes her our contempolution in Hungary in 1919. However her prophecy was
the capitalists and their representatives. But this is
rary is: what happens after the revolution? What
completely right when she said that this Bolshevik polonly on the negative side. The positive aspect of proleshould be done so that a new class or bureaucracy may
icy would lead to the creation of a layer df peasant protarian power means specifically the substantial growth
not take power into its hands?
prietors who will confront every step toward socializaof democracy and freedom for the masses.
Rosa was not against the rule of the proletariat, but
tion of the economy with hostility. Rosa did predict the
This reminds us of her memorable statement: "Freeshe believed that in taking power bourgeois democracy
struggle of the city and village resulting from this polidom for the supporters of the government, for the memmust be replaced by socialist democracy, rather than
cy
bers of the party no matter how numerous it may be is
democracy being placed totally aside.
not at all freedom."
Her standpoint is clear: the revolutionary society
The pamphlet on the Russian Revolution begins with
cannot achieve socialist goals in this manner. This is
In fact, the main question that the October Revoluan investigation of the German Social Democracy conone of the greatest questions which has not so far been
tion posed, but did not answer, is how democratic libercerning the Russian revolution. Rosa finds the German
definitely answered: once a socialist revolution has
ties could be guaranteed. Simply saying that the dictaproletariat's lack of support of the Russian Revolution
happened in a society that is backward in terms of its
torship of proletariat will protect the rights of people
to be an important measure of their immaturity. This is
production relations, the socialist government has to
could not solve this question, since it may lead to the
quite obvious in light of the fate of the German Revoluadopt non-socialist pohcy in fields such as land probdictatorship of the leaders. And even when the final
tion in the following years.
lems so that it can hold power—yet on the other hand, judge is the party itself, the universal life of society will
She also discerns the prelude to all the failures of the
this means the reproduction of the bourgeois relations, ' be marginalized.
Russian Revolution. On the one hand, there was world
something that undermines the political power of the
What is the best way to confront this? Which instituwar and its brutal toll, plus the dominance of the great
revolutionary regime.
tion could defend the individual rights of the people and
powers. On the other hand, there was the incompetence
challenge the would-be authority of the party, Soviets,
INTERNATIONALISM AND NATIONALISM
and failure to act of the international working class.
Red Guards and then, without any fear of being proseRosa believes that without an international proletarian
Both the Bolsheviks and Rosa Luxemburg found the
cuted afterwards, could proceed to criticize? Rosa did
revolution even the greatest idealism and energy candefinitive solution of the problem in the international
not live to see that what happened in the years after
not bring, about socialism and democracy; without it,
revolution. But when this does not come about, what
October 1917 was the realization of her worst predicrevolution will get stuck in labyrinth of contradictions
will we be faced with? We can easily see how necessity
tions. This question is still relevant. Undoubtedly today,
and mistakes.
any socialist alternative that claims to annul the selfand selection are interwoven.
alienation of the human being must answer the quesThe second problem that is dealt with in her essay is
THE ISSUE OF THE LAND
tion: what happens after the revolution?
the problem of nationalities. The right of national
In the following part of the pamphlet Rosa depicts
the genesis of the October revolution and its ascending
evolution: from a centralist initiation towards radicalization of goals. Like any profound analyst she directs
her attention not only towards the events themselves
DETROIT, MICH.—About 400 local environmental and
and their apparent intensity, she also investigates their
social justice activists gathered at the third annual
Edjted.with.an Introduction by
active driving forces. She demonstrates how the revoluGreat Lakes Bioneers Detroit Conference Oct. 19-21 to
tion did not limit itself to the realization of political
Keter'-flBoisJand • Kevin B. Anderson
"Enjoy! Learn! Grow!" and, via satellite, participate in
democracy but put forward the most pressing issues in
the national Bioneers Conference held simultaneously
M^nttffifee'view Press
international politics—the issues of peace and land,
in San Rafael, Cal.
which the peasant masses had put forward since 1905.
Since 1990, the international Bioneers Conference in
Rosa deals with some important issues concerning
California has assembled a unique cross-cultural and
the Bolsheviks during the revolution: the land issue,
global gathering of "biological pioneers" who work with
nationalities policy, the senate, the right to vote, and
nature to heal communities. In 2001 Bioneers created
dictatorship.
simultaneous satellite conferences to help create a
national discussion of those issues.
Rosa finds the Bolshevik tactic, embodied in the slogan of the expropriation and immediate distribution of
In Detroit, organizers asserted, "This movement recognizes that restoring Earth's imperiled
ecosystems and healing human communities
N E W S & L E T T E R S
requires working for social justice."
Workshops included "Organizing for Change," "The
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Cost of Segregation," "Fostering Food Security and
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ference emphasized special workshops and space for
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At the "workshop, "Race and Diversity in the
ift E n
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Environmental Agenda: Making Progress," par*
Raya Dunayevskaya
ticipants spoke of racial, economic and cultural
Chairwoman, National Editorial Board (1955-1987)
Charles Denby
diversity as not only barrier to but foundation
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Editor (1955-1983)
for progress in Detroit.
includes" fflM^olasnn'nAmi^pir V her on
Olga Domanski, Peter Wermuth, Co-National Organizers, News and
Many in the room recognized the need to abolish
Letters Committees. Jim Mills, Managing Editor. Felix Martin Labor
"pre-capitalist seciety, the problem ofoiganizatiphal centralism.
capitalism before a truly human society in harmony
Editor (1983-1999).
^B=<="Sv
with the rest of the planet could be developed. The
•aM the impact of capitalism upon non-Westerfi societies. • [
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Challenge to dictatorship in Pakistan
Continued from page 1
indignation resulting from his declaring emergency
rule, his political prospects are far from certain.
CHALLENGE FROM BELOW
Musharraf s resort to martial law was precipitated
by a serious challenge to his monopolization of political
power. His removal from office of Iftikhar Chaudhry,
chief justice of Pakistan's supreme court and critic of
Musharraf s tactics, led to an outburst of support on
the part of lawyers and democracy activists.
The "Lawyers' Movement," as the upsurge came to
be known, provided a grassroots means of expression
for those fatigued with Musharraf s authoritarianism.
Chaudhry quickly became seen as a potential rival to
Musharraf and the vibrant movement supporting him,
while based in Pakistan's educated middle class, broke
the ice on expressions of political dissent.
This new mobilization joins Pakistan's well-organized women's movement in a new and independent
challenge from civil society to a state dominated by
wealthy landowners and those made rich and powerful
by recent years of privatization of state industries.
In this political unrest, Pakistan's two still-powerful
political exiles, Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif—the
target of Musharraf's 1999 coup—sensed an opportunity to return to power and began making plans for
their respective returns.
Bhutto, the daughter of Pakistani nationalist politician Zulfikar Ali Bhutto—executed by Islamist general
Zia ul Haq in 1979—has twice served as prime minister. She met her downfall through charges of corruption and was forced to bide her time in London and the
Persian Gulf states. The deposed Sharif, a more conservative and religious figure than Bhutto, is also
shr6uded in charges of corruption and was living his
political exile in Saudi Arabia.
Sharif was the first to attempt to return. Thwarted
on his initial attempt, he made a second and successful
try on Nov. 25 after Musharraf failed in aN in-person
attempt to convince the Saudi monarchy to discourAge
Sharif from leaving exile.
Bhutto returned to much fanfare in October. The
political party founded by her father which she now
leads, the Pakistan People's Party, organized a large
rally for her arrival in Lahore. While nowhere near as
large as her claim, the substantial turnout showed that
she does have support. The fact that the rally was
attacked by several suicide bombers indicates that she
is perceived as a threat, by the government, radical
Islamists, or both.
Hovering over Bhutto however, is a cloud of suspicion about her motives and tactics. Her return was a
highly negotiated affair, involving intense pressure on
Musharraf from the U.S. government. An understanding had been reached in which Bhutto was going to
once again assume the office of prime minister, in effect
providing a democratic veneer to Musharraf s unconstitutional presidency.
This backroom deal fell through somehow. Some
anticipated that Bhutto would call for mass demonstrations to seize the political initiative. These protests
did not materialize, however. Both Bhutto and Sharif
now appear to be biding their time, crafting a response
to Musharrafs declaration that parliamentary elec-

tions are now going to be held in January, albeit under
the emergency conditions currently in place. Both have
registered to run in the elections, while insisting that
they have done so
only as a formality
and
will
instead boycott
them. In reality,
they are keeping
their
options
open.
G e n e r A1
Musharraf
announced
on
Nov. 28 that he
was
resigning
from the army to
serve as a civilian
president. He did
not acknowledge
the
enormous
pressure placed
on him to do so by
the U.S., which
included a visit Pakistani-Americans protest at UN
by John Negro- rule and closure of Geo TV.
ponte, the number two person at the State Department.
PAKISTAN'S TROUBLED PATH
Pakistan has had a troubled history since the birth
of the country at the partition of British India in 1947.
Most of the country's population has lived in poverty
and illiteracy as the members of Pakistan's rulers—the
generals, wealthy landowners and industrialists—
have looked after their own narrow interests.
Conflicts between Pakistan's many ethnic groups—
Punjabis, Pushtuns, Baluchis and others—have often
resulted in difficulties as well. The country was even
split in two when what was formerly known as East
Pakistan rebelled against the dominance of the central
government in 1971 and emerged as Bangladesh.
These currents and the long military struggle Pakistan has pursued with India over the disputed territory Kashmir have contributed to the army and the powerful intelligence service taking for themselves a
prominent role in political life. Pakistan's support for
the mujahadeen in the guerrilla war against the USSR
in Afghanistan in the 1980s only served to exacerbate
this trend.
Radical Islam has been a powerful tool in the hands
of the intelligence service and military in pursuit of
their aims. While it would be mistaken to say that militant Islamists are without support in socially conservative Pakistan, they lack the popular base that is present in other parts of the Muslim world, such as North
Africa and Gaza.
The Taliban, for example, were cultivated by Pakistan as a regional solution to the chaotic political situation following the USSR's withdrawal from
Afghanistan. The details of the Taliban's harboring of
Osama bin Laden are all too familiar to the world now.
A N UNEASY RELATIONSHIP
The U.S. is locked into an ironic relationship with

Pakistan, The Pakistani state under Musharraf—an
open patron of militant jihadists in Kashmir—is
among George Bush's chief allies in his self-proclaimed
war on terror.
Bush, a great
rhetorician
of
democracy and its
benefits, somehow
fits
the
coup
leader Musharraf
into his world
view, in the desperate hope that
the
recently
retired general can
keep the Islamists
on a short leash
while maintaining
firm control of the
country's nuclear
weapons.
The billions in
on Nov. 1 against emergency military and financial aid the U.S. has
dispensed to Pakistan since September 2001—when then-State Department official Richard Armitage is said to have warned
that unless it cooperated, the U.S. would bomb Pakistan "back to the stone age"—gives it enormous leverage over events in the country. Until now the Bush
administration has stubbornly backed Musharraf. The
U.S. may now be willing to countenance a replacement
for the former general because of a diminishing ability
to fulfill his expectations.
The restive Northwest Frontier province, a tribal
area historically controlled by the central government
in name only, is becoming increasingly out of control.
The militants there are intensely fundamentalist and
widely assumed to be sheltering bin Laden and the
surviving Al Queda leaders. They also routinely rout
the Pakistani army. A related jihadist insurgency is
also gaining success in Swat, an area distant from the
traditionally rebellious area of the border with
Afghanistan, leading to increasing discussion of the
"Talibanization" of Pakistan.
These setbacks, taken together with both the
domestic and international repugnance at Musharrafs
actions^ may have finally tipped the balance against
him.
Much is uncertain about Pakistan's future. Musharraf may cohabit as unelected president with one of his
bitter political enemies as prime minister. The new
Pakistani democracy movement may widen to include
the masses of peasants and workers. And the fundamentalist insurgency may succeed in furthering the
Islamicization of the country.
These and other unknowns demand that we keep
our eyes on South Asia and look for opportunities to
express1 dur solidarity with those struggling there for
democracy, and revolts of women, peasants and workers.

Candidates have no answers to crises in capitalism
With less than a year until the U.S. election for president, Bush's policy on Iraq has "stuck." At one time
Republicans like Sen. McCain stood alone, even among
Republicans, in advocating greater force in Iraq. Other
Republican candidates are sounding the same note,
now that the troop "surge" is associated with the
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ chimera of successl ^ ^ ^ ^ n i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B fully
suppressing
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Even with public
^ ^ ^ 1 ¾ ¾ ^ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ^ ¾ opinion against the
war, the White House has added something to this
brand of success, a little McCarthyism. The administration has put opponents on notice that speaking out
and policymaking against the invasion and occupation
borders on treason. Republican candidates have
accepted the gift which has creeped into their rhetoric.
DEMOCRATS BACK OFF
It's one thing to see the Republicans still drawn to
the odor of imperialism, even if they hold their distance
from the disastrous Bush policy in Iraq. It's another to
see the party in opposition among them. Even the leading Democratic contenders, Senators Clinton and
Obama, are temporizing their opposition to the militarization of Iraq by the U.S., the "surge" (New York
Times 9/27/07 and 11725/07). (This is hardly a surprise
given the quick-change artistry of the Kerry campaign
in 2004, from Vietnam Veteran Against the War to militarist extraordinaire.)
Their inability to fundamentally challenge Iraq policy is part of a larger fabric. The Iraq war was itself the
effort of a single superpower to extend its imperial
hegemony to the entire world. None of the contenders
for leadership of the greatest capitalist power can offer
a fundamental alternative to the crises in the U.S. and
the global economy. Imperialism is the oft-tried but

elusive path to stanching crises, through military
spending, control of markets abroad, and disciplining
labor at home.
Meanwhile in the much-touted global marketplace,
an hour's worth of wages by a U.S. worker buys less. A
gallon of gas which workers need to get to work may
well cost $4 in 2008. And the brunt of the mortgage crisis has been borne by working families in need of cash,
borrowed against their homes. Mum's the word on
these issues in the presidential debates up to now.
GLOBALIZED DEBT
And happy talk for globalization by both parties cannot cover another reality. The chain of debt and "underperforming loans" in the U.S. housing market extends
into European credit markets as well. Globalization,
which was meant to stabilize economies, has instead
become the conduit of contagion. Big debt has become
globalized like never before.
In a rare bout of honesty, Fed Chairman Bernanke
acknowledged more problems than the candidates
when he told Congress that the economy, beset by these
problems, would get worse before it gets better. And a
clever term, "stagflation," coined in the 1973-1975
recession, has been dusted off. Now called "stagflation
lite," it's still inflation without economic growth. In
essence the levers normally used to regulate crises,
especially monetary policy, have disappeared. The evidence of a tendency for the rate of profit to fall is visible and repair is not possible.
Another effect of the globalization of capital has
been to supply it with ever cheaper labor by creating
production hubs in low-wage countries or exploiting
immigrant labor in the economically developed countries. Democratic front-runners Sens. Clinton and
Obama are united in regulating the exploitation of
immigrant labor by the Comprehensive Immigration

Reform Act of 2006 and building the 700-mile fence on
the southern border which enforces it.
LIBERALISM WITHOUT A FOUNDATION
The usual liberal bromide, that an equitable economy is a healthy one, cannot be backed up in the 21st
centuryt There can no longer be a fund to create jobs or
support working families in need of health care. The
recent strikes by union auto workers at GM and
Chrysler helped expose the economic crisis, which rolls
back more and more of the working class's wages and
benefits.
Drivel by political columnists like David Brooks
holds that Republicans are divided into two camps,
those unwilling to compromise their crusade against
gays and abortion and those who care most about tax
cuts. Gov. Huckabee's pedigree as a Christian conservative is contrasted to the fiscal conservatism of prochoice Mayor Giuliani.
To these analysts, it's as if the election of 2004 never
happened. Opposition to gay marriage as an issue was
exercised late in the campaign, to win a few states for
Bush, putting him over the top. Raising the troop count
and holding on to the 2001 tax cut were fruits of Bush's
victory. A Democratic majority in Congress since 2006
has done little to reverse either.
The Competing candidates and their parties are as
one in by their faith that the expansion of capital. They
believe this will override crises and spread the wealth,
either through so-called free trade and private enterprise or through federally funded safety nets.
The major parties also need each other. Each,
against the other, claims that alternatives can be found
within the framework of what exists. However answers
cannot Come from within what exists because it is unviable. The candidates do not have any answers.
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Other Memphis protests Bush visit
MEMPHIS, TEMM.—Opposition to President George
all the information in the press release, which stated in
Bush was loud and clear when he blew into town on
part:
Oct. 15 for a $l,000-a-plate fundraiser close to the
"While President Bush attends a $l,000-perMemphis Country Club. Although it was a rainy workplate fundraiser for Senator Lamar Alexander, proday afternoon, about 100 of us rallied along Central
testers will draw attention to the escalating cost of
Ave., where he would have been driven if not for a lastthe Bush administration's war in Iraq, in terms of
minute detour to side streets, made,
human life as well as tax
no doubt, to protect the media from
dollars, while highlighthaving to cover the protest.
ing the need for funding
of vital services here at
Called by the Mid-South
home. Jacob Flowers,
Peace and Justice Center, the
director of the Mid-South
rally brought together a varied
Peace and Justice Cencrowd of people angry with the
ter, states, 'During the
administration's actions, aimfour hours that the Presing to represent the vast majorident will wine and dine
ity who don't approve of the
his supporters, we will
president's actions.
have spent $12,000,000
Young, middle-aged, and old proon the war in Iraq. This
testers—from punk/anarchist and
is especially alarming
Marxist radicals wearing shirts
given the president's
with slogans about class war and
recent veto of SCHIP.'"
revolution, to others in business
attire—stood with signs demanding
Reporters kept asking
universal health care, continued
the rally's organizer, "Do
Social Security, and an end to the
you really think you'll see
war in Iraq.
the president? Do you
Black, white, Asian, and Latino
think he'll see you?" She
protesters, and even a few Hillary
kept explaining it wasn't
supporters and the odd Republican, 'No to Iraq War' greets Bush in Memphis.
really all that important,
received support from those driving
that we didn't think we
by (until the police cut off the street
were actually going to
to traffic). Chants contrasted the billions Bush spends
change his mind, but that it was essential that the peoon war and' the tens of thousands collected at his
ple in the city, both driving by and reading or watching
fundraiser with the neglect of the poor and education.
the news, would know that the opposition to Bush is
still vibrant and active, even in the city of Memphis.
Many signs were against the war and occupation in Iraq and the threatened attack on Iran.
While the media tried to bury news of the protest, we
When a heckler on the other side of the police
will use every avenue we can find to make it known
barricades yelled that we need oil for our cars,
that there are two worlds in Memphis, and Bush will
the crowd roared back, "No Blood for Oil!" (Some
not be welcome outside the fat-cat enclaves he sneaks
of us think that slogan is too simplistic.)
into.
—Participant
Press coverage depicted us as "hoping for a glimpse
of the presidential caravan." They conveniently forgot

ESSAY

Hegel's Phenomenology today
continued from page 5

Her era. It means being responsible for working out
what Marx's Marxism means for today, as new beginning. As she wrote in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, "Every
moment of Marx's development, as well as the totality
of his works, spells out the need for 'revolution in permanence.' This is the absolute challenge to our age" (p.
195).

CONTINUITY AND DISCONTINUITY
Marx did not single out from his reading of Hegel
the category of "Absolute as new beginning." That was
Dunayevskaya's contribution. But this does not mean
that Marx failed to practice the concept of Absolute as
new beginning through every moment of his development—including in his organizational work. Dunayevskaya's return to Hegel in her own writings illuminates unrecognized dimensions of Marx's work that
cry out to be concretized for today.
She wrote, "[Absolute] 'as new beginning1 has no
precedent. I don't think I thought of it until after rereading [the chapter on] the Absolute Idea in the Science of Logic, and that was after the final three syllogisms in the Philosophy of Mind, that I suddenly said
to myself: it is not only a new beginning, it is as new
beginning, that Marx clung to Hegel after he discovered his own new continent of thought—that was the
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new beginning. Why did no one see it?"(8)
We can likewise ask, why do so few see that MarxistHumanism has developed.a unique concept of organization, based on this very concept of Absolute as new
beginning? If it is the case, as Dunayevskaya argued,
that Marx's concept of organization, which is the basis
of the Marxist-Humanist concept of organization, was
drawn in part from the conclusion of Hegel's Phenomenology, is it not time for us to work out its ramifications for today?
What makes Hegel's Phenomenology such a magnetic work is that it continues to speak to issues.that confront us today—including issues that Hegel himself
may have had the furthest from his mind. The conclusion of the work, which suggests that the philosophic
comprehension gained in any era must face the test of
"Golgotha"—of being reconstituted anew in the face of
new phenomena—not only helps put to rest the claim
that Hegel's Absolutes "annuls" otherness and difference. It also represents a challenge to any concept or
practice of organization that fails to constantly renew
its perspectives and test its philosophic legacy in the
face of real-time developments.
After all, it isn't as if the denial of otherness and the
failure to reconstitute a philosophy in face of new realities is only a problem for Hegel. It is our problem
today. The last thing we need is a "monument" to the
journey of Spirit. What is instead needed is to reconstitute Marx's philosophy of revolution in permanence
for today's realities. That is not only the central philosophic task facing us; it is at one and the same time our
foremost organizational challenge.

NOTES

California fires
and our future
The wildfires that raged across Southern California
in October and November killed nine people, most
believed to be Latin American immigrants. They
destroyed 1,500 homes and caused the nation's largest
evacuation ever—700,000 people. Spread across 200
miles north to south, the 35 fires burned nearly
500,000 acres.
This is a taste of our future of global warming,
warned some scientists. A study last year by the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography found that large
wildfire activity has already increased "suddenly and
dramatically" in recent years.

'HAPPENING N O W
"Lots of people think climate change and the ecological responses are 50 to 100 years away. But it's not 50
to 100 years away—it's happening now in forest ecosystems through fire," said Thomas Swetnam, one of the
study's authors.
It's not just California. Record droughts are occurring around the world. Both the southeastern and
southwestern U.S. are in extreme drought, with
Atlanta and surrounding areas facing a serious water
shortage, while over one million acres burned in Florida and Georgia this year. Across the Atlantic, Greece
faced record deadly fires, in the midst of a recordbreaking heat wave in southeastern Europe.
This has been a year of extreme weather, including
South Asia's worst monsoon flooding in recent memory
which affected 30 million in India, Bangladesh and
Nepal, killing 2,000 and driving 20 million from their
homes.

EXISTENCE IN THE BALANCE
Africa, Asia, Europe, Mexico, Texas, and the Midwestern U.S. were all hit with exceptional flooding, as
was the small island nation of the Maldives whose very
existence is threatened by the potential sea-level rise
from global warming.
Diverting attention from his sabotage of efforts to
fight climate change by moving away from fossil fuels,
President Bush flew into Escondido, Calif., to make a
show of helping out the affluent white Anglos hurt by
the fires—while La Migra and police harassed Latinos,
whether they were citizens or not.
FEMA has learned so much from its experience with
Hurricane Katrina, we were told. Indignant voices of
Katrina survivors spoke up: If that's so, why are we
still scattered across the country in trailers, why are so
many of us unable to rebuild and move back into our
homes, why do so many of our communities still look
like battlefields?
This is the future if the capitalists are left in charge:
lots of middle-class people will be hurt and then get
some help from the government; lots of poor people will
be hurt as much or more, and left to twist in the wind.
Corporations will continue to exploit natural resources
and people, consequences be damned. Let's join together to put an end to this inhuman way of life!
—Franklin Dmftryev

South Africa
continued from page 1

My assessment of COSATU is that it has once again
fallen short of showing revolutionary leadership and
instead is wasting its time, resources and energy discussing what is the correct historical interpretation of
the NDR in order to convince the ANC why the working class is the motive force of the alliance—while back
in the townships and on the shop floor this very same
motive force is waging vicious battles without effective
leadership from the federation.
As expected, the issue of Jacob Zuma or Thabo Mbeki
as ANC president is being discussed and COSATU has
taken the official position of supporting Zuma. This
issue has been very difficult for the federation and various political agendas were contested On this terrain.
For many this mostly speaks to the issue of internal
democracy and the right to have a different view from
those who sway power.

1. Philosophy and Revolution,fromHegel to Sartre and from
WHICH 'CENTER OF POWER'?
Marx to Mao (Lexington Books, 2005 [orig. 1973]), pp. 10,
11. Page references in the text are to this work.
The mistake of COSATU's strategic perspective and
2. Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit, translated by A.V. Miller consequent course of action is that its location of the
(Oxford University Press, 1977), p. 492.
3. Hegel and the Other, by Philip J. Kain (SUNY Press, 2005), "center of power" is not the working class (the motive
force for socialism) but rather the Alliance of the ANCp. 54.
SACP-COSATU. The Alliance is excluding the part of
4. See Marx's "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic," the concluthe working class that is not part of organized labor or
sion of his 1844 Manuscripts. I am here using Dunayevskathe federation. This effectively excludes the majority of
ya's translation as it appears in the 1958 edition of her
the working class—the unemployed—and it also
Marxism and Freedom. See pages 315, 324, and 314.
5. It should be noted that in writing his "Critique of the
excludes the many social movement activists involved
Hegelian Dialectic" in 1844, Marx made extensive notes on
in thousands of struggles voicing the issues, experi"Absolute Knowledge." These have never been published in
ences, demands, aspirations and visions of the exploitEnglish. For the text of Marx's notes, see Karl
ed South African masses.
MarxIFriedrich Engels Gesamtausgabe, Vierte Abteilung,
It is thus important for COSATU to build alliances
Band 2 (Dietz Verlag, 1981), pp. 493-500.
with the real (motive) forces of the "Center of Power"
6. See Dunayevskaya's unpublished manuscript, "Talking to
and to have robust discussion on how to move forward
Myself: Crucial on Book, Yet 1953 as Concept vs. Experience," Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, to our goal of socialism in Southern Africa.
10928-29.
COSATU has a proud history of internal democracy
7. The Marxist-Humanist concept of organization is directly
and workers' control and it should reinforce this opendiscussed by Dunayevskaya in Parts I and V of The Power of ness to looking at the lives, experiences and theories of
Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in Hegel and many revolutionaries. Revolutionaries like Rosa LuxMarx, edited by Peter Hudis and Kevin Anderson (Lexingemburg, Leon Trotsky, Hegel, Steve Biko, Ruth First,
ton Books, 2002).
Amilcar Cabral and Ngugi Wa Thiong'o and the many
8. See "What is Marxist-Humanism? How to Project it at
others who we have forgotten or have re-written!
Momentous Historic Moments? [March 16, 1987], SuppleAlthea MacQuene, South African left trade unionist
ment to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 10875.
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Iraq: Partition under the new imperialis

By Kevin A. Barry and Mitch Weerth
After four and a half years of war and occupation,
Iraq looms as the greatest defeat for American imperialism since the Vietnam War. On the surface, things
have improved slightly for the U.S. in the fall, of 2007.
In the Baghdad area, attacks on Shi'a civilians by

Peru national protests
Another "national day of struggle" against the
neoliberal economic policies of President Alan Garcia of
Peru was held Nov. 9. Large demonstrations were held
in at least six major cities throughout the country,
organized by agricultural workers, teachers, miners,
and construction workers. The protests are a continuation of the movement that has been growing most of
this year. In July some four million campesinos went on
strike (in a country of 27 million people). They were
joined by well organized teachers and construction
workers, not only in the coastal capital, Lima, but
throughout the Andean highlands and the Amazon
lowlands. Living conditions throughout Peru have been
deteriorating for the poor since the imposition of
neoliberal restructuring under Fujimori in the 1990s.
A major demand of the July uprising was the cancellation or renegotiation of the latest free trade agreement the U.S. is foisting on Latin America's poor. In
May 2006 when he was campaigning for president Garcia said, "we are going to renegotiate the agreement
[signed in the last month of the Toledo government] in
defense of the campesinos." Not only has he failed to do
that, he has furthered the disastrous reforms Fujimori
introduced.
Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives, for
their part, have turned their backs on the Peruvian
people by helping the Republicans to pass the agreement on Nov. 8. Nancy Pelosi claims it is wise for
Democrats to now support free trade agreements like
this one because they were able to get labor and environment protections, but the amendments she refers to
are no better than other unenforceable ones that were
included in NAFTA and CAFTA.
Tom Donohue, President of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, said he was "encouraged" by' assurances
that the labor protections in the agreement "cannot be
read to require compliance." Since January this year
corporations such as Wal-Mart, Citigroup, and Occidental Petroleum have lobbied for the agreement while
they poured millions into the Democrats' campaign coffers.
Tariffs on 80% of U.S. consumer products, and twothirds of farm exports, will be removed immediately,
leading to the same disastrous effects as with NAFTA,
where heavily subsidized U.S. farm products are being
allowed to flood the Mexican market.
In some important respects the agreement (officially
called the US.-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement) is
worse than NAFTA and CAFTA. It gives foreign
investors more rights than they've enjoyed under those
agreements. Citigroup, for example, successfully
pushed for the inclusion of language that gives them
the right to sue Peru if the country's pension system is
re-nationalized (it was privatized in 1993 under Fujimori on the Chilean model).
It will also help further the destruction of the Amazon, because it encourages investment in oil and gas
exploration and prohibits nationalization of these
industries. According to Amazon Watch, from 2004 to
2007 the proportion of the Peruvian Amazon (which
accounts for about 11% of the total Amazon rainforest
and is twice the size of California) that has been zoned
into oil and gas concessions rose from 15% to about
65%. AW calls the Peruvian Amazon "one of the last
fronts in the fight against climate change."

Sunni jihadists are down, as are reprisals by Shi'a fundamentalist militias. The U.S. has even managed to
arm Sunni tribes against the most extreme jihadists,
like Al Qaeda of Mesopotamia.
At the same time, reactionary religious parties and
their militias—most of them hostile to the U.S.—have
come to dominate the country, with the exception of the
Kurdish northern region. The British have already
turned over Basra to Shi'a fundamentalist parties and
militias. As the U.S. reduces its troop levels, as it will
surely do—although the leading Democratic candidates for president refuse to rule out a U.S. military
presence up through 2013!—the power of the fundamentalists is likely to increase in central Iraq as well.
The relative calm in the last few months has more to
do with the forced separation of Shi'a and Sunni populations by jihadist and militia attacks than with the
vaunted U.S. military "surge" in the Baghdad region.
Iraq is already experiencing a de facto partition, with

French transit strike
The reactionary Nicolas Sarkozy chose the target
carefully for his first attack on labor. His government
passed a law eliminating "special" pensions that
allowed some categories of state workers with jobs considered physically difficult—mainly railway and utility
workers—to
retire a few
years early,
after
37.5
years of service. Despite
the fact that
police
and
politicians
enjoy similar
retirement
r i g h t s ,
Sarkozy targeted these
workers' pensions as a
supposed
source
of
wasteful
spending.
As in 1995,
when a similar move was
a t t e m p t e d , Striking transit workers at labor rally.
labor refused
to roll over,
launching a protracted strike that shut down public
transport. Sarkozy rushed to claim that this was undemocratic, because he had been elected to the presidency last spring on a platform that included these very
measures' on pensions.
As against 1995, when the famous sociologist Pierre
Bourdieu spearheaded a movement on the part of
intellectuals in support of the working class, today's
intellectuals remained relatively silent. In fact,
Sarkozy has managed to co-opt some intellectuals of
the Left into his administration. This contributed to
the fact that public opinion remained more supportive
of Sarkozy than the strikers, whereas in 1995 the public solidly backed labor, forcing the government to back
down after a three-week strike.
This year, labor was forced to pull back after a tenday strike. Although it was not a crushing defeat, but a
retreat in good order, Sarkozy is sure to follow up with
a more substantial attack on labor. His next target will
probably be what remains of the 35-hour week, the
greatest achievement by labor during the 1990s.

Shi'a fundamentalists controlling the oil-rich South,
Kurdisji parties dominating most of the oil-rich North,
and with Baghdad and the central region segregated
by neighborhood and town along Shi'a-Sunni lines.
Millions of Iraqis have fled their homes after sectarian attacks. Some are internally displaced, as both
Shi'as and Sunnis have fled to areas of the country
where their respective group is dominant. Others have
fled abroad, chiefly to Syria and Jordan. Most of these
refugees are destitute women and children, with many
being Ibrced into prostitution.
There is now a deep political divide throughout the
Middle East between Sunnis and Shi'as, created in no
small part by the events in Iraq. The U.S. used this
divide-f-and the concomitant fear of Shi'a power
backed! by Iran—to -convince Saudi Arabia and other
Sunni-iflominated Arab countries to show up at its Middle Ea^t summit in November. But this is playing with
fire, with dire consequences for the future.
Equally dangerous is the fact that Iraq has been a
training ground for radical Islamist terrorists, as was
Afghanistan in the 1980s and 1990s. Thousands of
Sunni Jihadists have filtered into Iraq to fight against
the UJfJ. and the Shi'a-dominated government. Once
the wair winds down, and they return home, will we
experience waves of violent jihadism, as happened in
Algeria and Egypt after the Afghan war?
In some respects, the U.S. occupation of Iraq smacks
of oldef forms of imperialism, especially when one considers the "extra-territorial" status of the armed mercenaries from Blackwater Security, who can massacre
civilians without being subject to prosecution under
Iraqi or even U.S. military law.
Yet this is a 21st-century form of imperialism. The
present use of mercenaries parallels the privatization
of formerly public domestic institutions like education
and the prisons. The term "military-industrial complex" takes on new meaning when many the troops are
hired by private contractors. Just as privatization gives
the capitalist state "flexibility" toward labor, so the use
of mercenaries offers greater latitude in launching
wars abroad. Although the Iraq war has been a humiliating failure for the U.S., the hi-tech and semi-privatized iftilitary created under the Bush administration
is likely to remain around for years to come.

rail strike
The November railroad-strike in Germany, unlike its
French counterpart, shut down freight as well as passenger service for most of the country. Thus this twoday strike not only idled commuters, but also led' to
shutdowns of some steel mills and automobile plants.
The Union of Railway Conductors (GDL), the small
militant union that spearheaded the strike, has broken
with the postwar tradition of broad industry-wide
agreements. Railroad management went to the courts
repeatedly in an effort to block the strike, but finally
exhausted its legal options. The biggest concern was
wages so low that a 40-year-old conductor averages
only $82,000 per year take home pay.
Thei strike was particularly effective in the former
East Germany, where conductors had seen their wages
kept below the levels of those in the West through
maneuvers by management.
This strike comes at a time when the German working class is becoming restive. Many have left the Social
Democrats (SPD) to join the new Left Party. Public
opinion is' turning against the neo-liberal measures
introduced by SPD Chancellor Gerhard Schroder and
continued by the current SPD-Christian Democratic
coalition. This opposition can be seen in many ways,
not least the fact that public opinion polls showed substantial support for the strikers.
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an
organization of Marxist-Humanists
that since its birth has stood for the
abolition of capitalism, both in its private property form as in the U.S., and
its state property form, as it has historically appeared in state-capitalist
regimes calling themselves Communist
as in Russia and China. We stand for
the development of new human relations, what Marx first called a new
Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in
1955, the year of the Detroit wildcat
strikes against Automation and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation—activities which signaled a
new movement from practice that was
itself a form of theory. News & Letters was created so that the voices of
revolt from below could be heard
unseparated from the articulation of a
philosophy of liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987),
founder of the body of ideas of MarxistHumanism, became Chairwoman of the

National Editorial Board and National
Chairwoman of the Committees from
its founding to 1987. Charles Denby
(1907-83), a Black production worker,
author of Indignant Heart: A Black
Worker's Journal, became editor of
the paper from 1955 to 1983.
Dunayevskaya's works, Marxism and
Freedom, from 1776 until Today
(1958), Philosophy and Revolution:
From Hegel to Sartre and from
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution
(1982) spell out the philosophic ground
of Marx's Humanism internationally, as
American Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the American scene and
shows'the two-way road between the
U.S. and Africa.
This body of ideas challenges all
those desiring freedom to transcend the
limitations of post-Marx Marxism,
beginning with Engels. In light of the
crises of our nuclearly armed world, it
becomes imperative not only to reject

what is, but to reveal and further
develop the revolutionary Humanist
future inherent in the present. Ifhe
new visions of the future which
Dunayevskaya left us in her work from
the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in her
discovery of Marx's Marxism in its original form as a new Humanism and in
her re-creation of that philosophy ifor
our age as Marxist-Humanism. Thi* is
recorded in the documents on microfilm
and open to all under the title The
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century
of Its World Development.
Dunayevskaya's philosophic comprehension of her creation and development of Marxist-Humanism, especially
as expressed in her 1980s writinjgs,
presents the vantage point for re-creating her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp
that vantage point for ourselves ind
make it available to all who struggle
for freedom, we have published
Dunayevskaya's original 1953 philosophic breakthrough and her final 1987

Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism (1989), and donated new supplementary volumes to The Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection. News and
Letters Committees aims at developing
and concretizing this body of ideas for
our time.
In opposing this capitalistic, racist,
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have organized ourselves into a
committee form of organization rather
than any elitist party "to lead." We participate in all class and freedom straggles, nationally and internationally. As
our C o n s t i t u t i o n states: "It is our
aim... to promote the firmest unity
among workers, Blacks and other
minorities, wojmen, youth and those
intellectuals who have broken with the
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and
labor." We do not separate mass activities from the activity of thinking. Send
for a copy of the Constitution of News
and Letters Committees.

