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WORKSHOPTALKS Capital devours lives, labor, land;
by Htun Lin
The health reform law contains a few good provisions in regulating health insurance, like stopping by
2014 denial of coverage to those with pre-existing conditions. However, it is really a huge giveaway to the
health insurance industry, mandating that everyone
buy insurance from them.
It is a bill which big Pharma and HMO executives
helped write. Our CEO at Kaiser, along with the heads
of Blue Cross, Catholic Healthcare West and other big
HMOs, were constantly jetting to Capitol Hill backrooms to shape the content of the bill. They expect
windfall profits subsidized by our tax dollars.
Our CEO is very excited about all the new business
our HMO will get. As the best in the industry in cost
control and an already dominant position in California,
Kaiser is poised to capture a large portion of the new
market. Our unions, in a Labor Management Partnership (LMP) with Kaiser, are also rejoicing, because they
expect their roster of dues-paying members to swell.
Bureaucrats in Washington and our unions are
celebrating this political victory. They confuse expansion of health insurance with real healthcare delivery.
We, who work daily in the frontlines of the HMO shop
floor, know the difference all too well.
The reality is that HMOs have spent the last
decade restructuring—divesting facilities, shuttering ERs, cutting staffing to the bone, de-skilling,
continued on p. 3

BLACK/REDVIEW
by John Alan

New Jim Crow

Editor's note: On April 15 Michelle Alexander gave
a talk in Berkeley, Calif., on her new book, The New Jim
Crow, Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness
(New York, London: The New Press, 2010). Readers of
"Black/Red View" will remember John Alan's column
on the "Oakland Riders" trial (see Nov. 2003 N&L). Below we print a summary of Alexander's talk.
Most people who have not been to prison are skeptical about it being the new system of racial control. I
was. I was not ignorant of institutional racism. I had
been a civil rights lawyer with the ACLU for years, suing large companies for bias. Then I shifted my focus
to the criminal justice system. By the time I left the
ACLU, I knew mass incarceration does in fact function
as the new Jim Crow laws.
One particular incident convinced me. As the
director of the Racial Justice Project at the ACLU of
Northern California I was documenting incidents of
racial profiling. One young man brought in his detailed
notes on the many times he was stopped and harassed,
sometimes multiple times in the same day! I thought
he would make a good plaintiff because of the meticulous, documented details of his story.
Then I realized he had a felony conviction. I tried
to explain that we could not use him, that the trial
would focus on his conviction, not his experiences of racial profiling. He became upset, telling me I'm treating
continued on p. 10

ON THE INSIDE
p. 4 WRITINGS OF RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
Marxist-Humanism's original contribution
p. 2 In memoriam for Mary Jo Grey
p. 3 West Virginia mine disaster
p. 12 Climate summit in Bolivia

ONLINE: www.newsandletters.org

masses seek paths to freedom
I. Alienated labor in
today's struggles

This special issue carries our Draft Perspectives Thesis, part of
our preparation for the national gathering of News and Letters
Committees. We have published every one since 1975, breaking
new ground for the Marxist movement. We do it because our age
is in such total crisis, facing a choice between absolute terror
or absolute freedom, that a revolutionary organization can no
longer allow any separation between theory and practice, philosophy and revolution, workers and intellectuals, "inside" and
"outside." Join us in discussing these Perspectives.

"The capitalists may not be ready to 'agree'
with Marx that the supreme commodity,
labor-power, is the only source of all value and
surplus value, but they do see that there is such
a decline in the rate of profit compared to what
they consider necessary to keep investing for
expanded production, that they are holding
Struggles are heating up among many dimensions
off—so much so that now their ideologists are saying low
of labor, from teachers and nurses—professions not
investment is by no means a temporary factor that the
always recognized as labor but increasingly disciplined
capitalists would 'overcome' with the next boom. There
by mechanisms of control from above and pressure to
is to be no next boom. It is this which makes them look
step up "productivity"—to autoworkers in Fremont,
both at the actual structural changes—overwhelming
Calif., who had to battle their own union as well as
preponderance of constant capital (machinery) over
Toyota's shutting down their NUMMI plant. (See
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"Limits of Workers' Patience," March-April N&L.)
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On March 1
Economists
President
Obama
After ten weeks on strike, workers at SK Hand Tools in Chicago won back health benefits,
keep
announcing but took 20-30% pay cuts.
himself fired a shot
that the recession
across labor's bow
is
over,
despite
with his speech supporting the firing of all 74 teachers
the persistence of deep unemployment as a "lagging
and 19 staff members at Central Falls High School in
indicator," but they occasionally remember that the
Rhode Island. The signal sent to workers is that the
foundation of the whole economy is production. What
state stands beside the capitalists in cracking the whip
they avoid facing is that the only source of value is
to make workers accept cuts and still work harder.
alienated labor—that is to say, the capitalist economy
The Central Falls teachers were fired for refusing
is based on extracting surplus value (unpaid hours of
the superintendent's order to work an extra half hour
labor) from sweated, alienated labor.
a day with no compensation. Obama warned that
Franklin Dmitryev / News & Letters

Let health workers
do their jobs right

A. Labor battles
from mine to schoolroom

The April 5 explosion at the Upper Big Branch
coal mine in Montcoal, W.Va., killing 29 miners,
starkly demonstrated the human toll taken by capital's
relentless drive to extract surplus value. Despite being
cited for hundreds of violations every year, including
three evacuations of miners this year due to buildup
of explosive methane gas, the mine kept operating
with one imperative: production and more production.
That inspectors could not keep the mine shut shows
how weak the regulators are and how powerful
a stranglehold the mining companies have. Mine
owner Massey Energy—a notoriously union-busting,
mountain-destroying, production-over-safety company,
whose CEO Don Blankenship spent $1 million on a
"Tea Party" event where he spoke—only had to pay a
pittance in fines for its roughly 3,000 violations at this
mine alone since 1995. (See article, p. 3.)
The bosses' reign of terror is such that many
miners and their family members interviewed on
television about the disaster would not show their
faces. That does not mean that their anger can be
contained forever—a century and a half of militant
miners' battles argues otherwise.
1. From "Today's Epigones Who Try to Truncate Marx's Capital." All these epigraph quotations are taken from the new
book we are working on of selected writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx.

teachers must be held "accountable," and that tough
medicine is required for school districts to receive
special federal funding. His signal that mass teacher
firings are acceptable—and that workers in general
should not expect help from the government in their
labor struggles—was shortly followed by another mass
firing, at Beach High School in Savannah, Ga.
The broader reality is that, since the decline
in the rate of profit brought about the mid1970s global economic crisis, capital has taken
from workers both directly through wage cuts,
and indirectly by cutting social spending like
welfare, public transportation and education.
Far from spelling out an end to the era of statecapitalism, this shift of resources away from the
social safety net and regulation of capital is only
one side—the other being militarization, the
vast growth of the national security state, and
massive subsidies for everything from oil giants
and agribusiness to financial corporations, for
example, in the $700 billion bailout.
Some estimates put federal, state and local
spending for 2010 at nearly half of the year's total
output of goods and services. Under this Democratic
administration the state remains a weapon in
capital's arsenal against the working class, shelving
the pro-union Employee Free Choice Act, using GM's
bankruptcy as a weapon against the autoworkers, and
continued on p. 7
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Mary Joan Schmidt (Mary Jo Grey)
(Nov. 30, 1943 - April 10, 2010)
The shockingly sudden, tragic death of Mary Joan
Schmidt on April 10 made the talk she had given at
News and Letters Library on Feb. 8 seem like a completely unintentional autobiographical epitaph to her
long history of active participation in all the freedom movements of our day.
In looking ahead to a celebration of International Women's History Month, she began
her presentation on "Women's
Revolutionary Force and Reason Throughout the World" this
way:
"I came to News and Letters Committees out of the
Women's Liberation Movement, as well as the antiVietnam War movement, and
N&L's positions on these issues were very important
to me as a new young revolutionary. Needless to say,
I was surprised but happy
to see that Women's Liberation was cited in the News
and Letters Committees Constitution, when it
was adopted in 1956, as one of the four forces of
revolution in the U.S., long before I knew there
were so many revolutionary women's movements
throughout history. The Constitution states: 'The
rise of Women's Liberation, as a movement, is
proof both of the correctness of our having sin-

'ALL Families Rally'

Memphis, Tenn.—In March, the Memphis Gay and
Lesbian Community Center (MGLCC) held a "Stand
for ALL Families" rally at Neshoba Unitarian Church
in Cordova, Tenn., just outside of Memphis. The rally,
attended by 60 people of all ages, was a response to a
nearby megachurch rally by a religious right group,
Family Action Council of Tenn. (FAC).
FAC presented the idea that LGBT rights are
a threat to families. In contrast, the speakers at
the Neshoba rally—including a lesbian minister,
an interracial lesbian couple, and a legally married African-American lesbian couple, described
the similarity of LGBT parenthood to that of heterosexual couples. The only difference is that
LGBT parents face the challenge of explaining
the discrimination and prejudice against them to
their children.
Speakers discussed the need for people to speak out
against discrimination wherever they find it. The African-American couple spoke on the need for the Black
church to become accepting of LGBTs. A heterosexual
mother described attending a religious anti-gay workshop that told lies about gay youth. She told the speakers that she volunteered at MGLCC and housed youth
who were rejected by parents, homeless, and sometimes
suicidal. She asked, "Are you willing to take responsibility for the gay child who tried to kill himself in my
house last month, because of messages like yours? He
didn't believe he was loved by God."
Last summer, activists succeeded in passing a nondiscrimination ordinance that protects Shelby County
employees on the basis of sexual orientation and gender
identity. The Memphis City Council will soon consider
a similar measure for city employees. Will Batts, the director of MGLCC, said, "We will win this. We just can't
give up."		
—Protester
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gled out, in 1955, women as a revolutionary force,
and of the inseparability of women's liberation as
Reason, as well as force.'"
It was the revolutionary philosophy of MarxistHumanism that she had met in 1972 which Mary Joan
practiced in all her activities of
thinking and doing from that moment forward and that became
her life for the next four decades.
Even before she officially
joined News and Letters Committees in 1972, she worked as
a member of the PhilosophicTechnical Committee (the PTC)
of the paper, so named by Raya
Dunayevskaya to stress that the
technical work had to be inseparable from the philosophic concepts. The PTC does the work
that transforms the thinking,
planning, eliciting of material,
typing and proofreading that are
demanded, into the printed pages, ready to mail and distribute
to the rest of the world.
Readers of N&L are most familiar with Mary Joan, however,
not from this hard, creative labor, but as the author, for
the past 20 years, of the column "Women Worldwide,"
which carries short segments about both oppression
and/or revolutionary struggles of women around the
world. In the conclusion to her talk, Mary Joan quoted
one of Dunayevskaya's writings on the importance of all
these struggles, "not because they are exciting events,
but because they show…women in motion as shapers
of history" and to stress that "what we need is a unity
of philosophy and revolution to get out from under the
whip of the counter-revolution today."
While her column was long recognized as one
of the most-read sections of every issue, what
may not until now have been fully recognized
was the importance of her constant presence as
the "office coordinator" whose warm voice was
heard answering the phone every day the office
was open, or asking you to "please leave a message" when it was not.
At the same time, although she never sought a socalled "leadership" position, she agreed to accept her
election to the National Editorial Board, and fought
hard and creatively to keep News and Letters Committees going through the many tests it has undergone in
the 40 years she was such an important part of its life.
Her unshakable determination to defeat attempts to
stop the publication of N&L cannot be underestimated.
The great loss her death represents will be felt increasingly during the days of struggle ahead of us to
win a new world based on the totally new human relations to which she had devoted herself.
We deeply mourn her passing and honor her life.
				
—Olga Domanski

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Mary Jo Grey
Editor's note: Mary Jo Grey was the "Women Worldwide" columnist for 20 years, a column first suggested
by Raya Dunayevskaya as a way to bring the international scope and militancy of women's struggle for freedom onto this page. Grey loved doing this column and
was proud of it. We are profoundly saddened that we can
only print it one more time under her name.
		
*
*
*
The West African country of Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has agreed to make emergency
obstetric care and access to family planning free as part
of a strategy to fight maternal mortality in that country. As many as six women die every day there as a result of pregnancy or childbirth. Amnesty International
said tackling the low status of women in Burkina Faso
is at the heart of saving women's lives.
		
*
*
*
An Oregon law has gone into effect requiring that
all health insurance plans in the state include prescription drug coverage, including birth control. The law
also mandates that hospitals inform victims of sexual
assault about emergency contraception and make it
available to those who want it.
		
*
*
*
Internationally, efforts to improve abortion services are moving forward. Spain's Health Minister announced that emergency contraception is now available
over-the-counter with no age restriction. And in Nepal,
the Supreme Court ruled that the Nepalese government must enact legislation that guarantees women's
access to safe abortion services including creating a
fund to cover the costs of such services for poor women,
and educate health care providers and the public on the
country's abortion laws.
—Information from Feminist Daily News Wire
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Anti-choice terrorism

This Common Secret: My Journey as an Abortion
Doctor, by Susan Wicklund with Alan Kesselheim (Public Affairs, 2008).
Susan Wicklund helps us understand the realities
of abortion and what doctors go through to provide this
service. When she became an abortion doctor, she did
not realize how extremely stressful it would be. Selfproclaimed "sidewalk counselors" caused fear and guilt
in her patients, which she had to dispel through counseling. As the protesters learned to recognize her, they
began waiting for her at the airport to yell threats like
"You deserve to die!" They stopped cars coming into the
clinic by jumping on them or lying in the road. Wicklund even tried wearing disguises and driving five
hours instead of flying. She said, "Trying to stay one
step ahead of the protesters became a game of nerves."
They leafleted her town with propaganda and
"wanted" posters. They surrounded her home, yelling
threats and videotaping her daughter, who needed a
police escort to get to school. When 50 protesters barricaded her driveway with cement barrels at night, the
police said it would be too dangerous for them to come
and make arrests or remove the barrels in the dark. To
get to work, Wicklund walked through the woods in the
dark to meet a friend who gave her a ride.
Wicklund relates how her stress escalated when
protesters killed or injured other doctors or burned
down their homes or clinics. At one point, she received
many threatening letters from a protester who signed
his name and broke into her apartment, leaving antichoice propaganda. The police refused to arrest him.
The county attorney was appalled that he had not been
arrested for the federal offense of felony intimidation.
Wicklund began to wear a bulletproof vest and
carry a gun.
Her patients and the many reasons women need
abortions, as well as the drastic lengths to which they
go to get one, kept Wicklund going. She wanted all reproductive healthcare to be a positive experience for
women, so she counseled them herself. When the patient was a victim of incest, she had the perpetrator
arrested.
Wicklund says that most of the medical establishment distances itself from abortion providers. But she
received thanks from women who had been her patients and from women who lived during the time when
abortion was illegal. Her own grandmother told her
how, at the age of 16, she had accidentally killed
her best friend by trying to give her an abortion.
This Common Secret records acts of domestic terrorism by right-wing, theocratic hate groups. Their
criminal activities are too often ignored by law enforcement. Our society's devaluing of the lives of women and
the lives of those who help women has allowed terrorism to grow. With the recent increase in militias and
hate groups and death threats towards elected officials
by "tea party" activists, right-wing extremists already
have a model of how terrorism has been successful.
As Wicklund says, the anti-choice activists are
"able to recruit protesters from younger generations
who have never known a world without safe, legal abortions." The true stories of women having abortions, of
what it was like before abortion was legalized, and of
abortion providers who care about their patients are essential in dispelling simplistic anti-choice lies.
—Adele

Save our home!
DeKalb, Ill.—My 20-year-old daughter, Ashley, was
killed in action in a service-related accident in Kuwait,
Nov. 12, 2007. She was a medic in the Army National
Guard. The accident is under investigation. Ashley was
recruited while she was still in high school.
After her death, my husband and I were trying to
deal with our pain in different ways. My husband lost
his job and his car. He was unable to find another job.
We fell behind on our mortgage payments. We are facing foreclosure. My husband didn't know how to deal
with it and started drinking. He was arrested and now
they want to deport him because he doesn't have papers. They didn't ask us for any papers to let our daughter go fight. Now, we are not good enough to live here.
Because of all this I had to have gall bladder surgery. My son needed to get his appendix out almost simultaneously. I am begging you to advocate for us and
to help keep our family together.
I have been trying to communicate this situation to
politicians, organizations, and the National Guard. It is
devastating that no one in our country has the ability
or courage to fight for our family like our daughter was
willing to do for them.
The P.O.W. Network, which is supposed to care
about veterans, wrote back to me: "May you rot in hell
for this scam."
Even though the government gives help to banks,
they are not helping us. I don't think my son and I can
survive without my husband. Please help us save our
home.
			
—Olivia Segura
326 Cloverleaf Court, DeKalb, IL 60115
Tel.: 815-505-6478.
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For mine bosses, 29 dead just the cost of digging coal
Detroit—Following the explosion that killed 29 miners at the Upper Big Branch Massey mine in Montcoal,
W.Va., declarations from the Mine Safety and Health
Administration (MSHA), coal company officials and
even President Obama will not amount to what is truly
needed. The cause of this explosion lies directly at the
feet of Massey CEO Don Blankenship. He has always
been rabidly anti-union.
As a Massey mine manager since 1982, he played
a leading role in the Massey mine strike in 1985 that
lasted 13 months. It led to breaking the UMWA there
the following year (see N&L, Aug.-Sept. 1985, Oct. 1985
and Jan.-Feb. 1986), in part due to the capitulation of
then-UMWA President Rich Trumka, now head of the
AFL-CIO.

REIGN OF TERROR
Blankenship instituted a reign of terror in the 15
Massey mine communities in West Virginia, Kentucky
and Pennsylvania, traveling around in a black Mercedes and a black helicopter to enhance his ominous
presence. If any miner expressed sympathy for a union,
objected to unsafe conditions or criticized Blankenship,
that miner was fired on the spot.
Following the mine explosion, Montcoal residents
refused to give their names to reporters—they knew
that Blankenship would fire any relative or family
member who could be connected with them. But the
real attitude of the community was dramatically revealed when Blankenship, escorted by at least a dozen
police officers, appeared after the explosion at a meeting. He had to be rushed away immediately from the
angry crowd that yelled profanities at him and cursed
him for putting profits above the lives of the miners.
Blankenship is first and foremost for profits, profits, profits. He opposes regulations, unions, environmentalists, fringe benefits, inspections and anyone or
anything that disagrees with him. He is for Republicans, Tea Parties, Chambers of Commerce, organizations that attack unions, strict obedience by his employees and their families, reductions in pay and benefits,
mountain-top removal mining, corrupt judges and other officials and absolute dictatorial control.
Along the way he has accumulated hundreds of
environmental violations related to his mining opera-

tions, including the poisoning of water even in the community in which he lives.  
Reporters discovered a memo that Blankenship
had sent to Massey mine superintendents ordering
them to ignore safety concerns: "If any of you have been
asked by your group presidents, your supervisors, engineers or anyone else to do anything other than to run
coal…you need to ignore them and run coal."
This same attitude is reflected in the horrendous
safety record at the Upper Big Branch mine, which
racked up 458 mine safety violations last year (53 in
March alone), many involving ventilation and explosive
methane gas and coal dust accumulation, all of which
are prime suspects in the mine explosion. Many working sections in the mine had to be evacuated last year.
The explosion itself was probably methane gas that
set off a coal dust explosion, because a methane explosion is not as powerful as coal dust, and miners said
that the blast twisted steel rails like pretzels, which a
methane explosion by itself could not do. But every explosion is preventable with proper safety measures.
The system of fines for serious violations is farcical in practice because of lack of enforcement and big
loopholes in the law. For example, last year Massey appealed 37 of 50 citations, which delays actions by MSHA
and allows coal companies to continue to work under
dangerous conditions during the settlement process.
It isn't only Massey; other coal companies have
followed suit. The over 18,000 appeals now underway
clog the process and will take years to resolve. Fines at
Upper Big Branch last year totaled nearly $900,000, of
which only $168,000 or so has been paid.
I worked in a union mine and served on the safety
committee for years. I know the difference in the at-

Anna Walentynowicz

WORKSHOPTALKS
continued from p. 1
eliminating beds, hiking co-pays and deductibles. All
of these changes were deliberate to restrict access for
those already insured, enhancing the bottom line.
The reform did not include workers' or patients' input. Those making the decisions are the same players
who caused the crisis in the first place.
The overlords have an absolute fetish of hi-tech, information technology (I.T.), touted by both the White
House and HMOs as the magic bullet that will solve
America's health delivery problems.
President Obama singled out Kaiser as the model for the future of healthcare made more efficient by
the wonders of I.T. We rank-and-file workers at Kaiser
know that the top priority of computerization has been
"revenue enhancement."
Whether the billion dollars spent on computerization has made healthcare delivery more efficient is
highly questionable. Veteran nurses are worried that
computerization has diminished critical thinking abilities in this new brand of care delivery.
New grads in nursing are trained to be so pre-occupied with entering computer data that the patient is
often ignored. Nurse and patient alike are in a hightech maze, lost to each other. I.T. separates the human
aspect of care from its delivery.
I.T. is effectively the new foreman on the shop floor
and instrument of discipline. Even management is under domination by the machine through the implementation of time studies conducted electronically.
The new healthcare reform law touts a large number of new regulations. But won't HMOs simply find
new ways around them? All too often, we rank-and-file
workers find computer data being used not to enhance
healthcare but to justify non-care. One would think
government regulation promotes efficient healthcare
delivery. But think again. Regulators, too, inspect only
the computer data, not actual care.
Nothing will change concretely, and no real reform
can take place, until we return to the concrete struggles
of rank-and-file workers. The California Nurses Association and thousands of other health workers succeeded
in passing provisions containing landmark "qualitycare" language in their contract over ten years ago.
Today's insurance reform, blessed by the insurance industry, is only a distorted echo of that original
struggle. We workers must now continue our struggle
for genuine healthcare reform. The only way we can do
that is by returning to our roots in a ceaseless struggle
to regain not only control of but the meaning of our labor. Let's finish the work we started.

Anna Walentynowicz (1929-2010) during 1980 shipyard strike

Anna Walentynowicz, central to the 1980 formation of Solidarność (Solidarity) in Poland, died in the
plane crash that took the lives of the entire Polish delegation, including the President, on their way to commemorate the 1939 murder of Poles in the Katyn forest.
She had joined the Lenin Shipyards in Gdansk in
1950, where her constant opposition to injustices there
earned the respect of her co-workers. In 1968, when the
authorities tried to fire her, her co-workers agitated
until she was rehired. She participated in the 1970
shipyard strike, and never forgot to honor the strikers
murdered at the gates.
In 1978 she was a founder of the Coastal Free
Trade Unions. She co-edited Robotnik Wybrzeża (The
Coastal Worker) and organized commemorations of the
heroes of the 1970 strike. Five months before her retirement, she was fired again. The historic August 1980
strike that launched Solidarność began with a demand
to reinstate her.
On Aug. 16, after the authorities signed an agreement with the strike committee that granted all of the
strikers' demands, and most workers wanted to settle,
it was Walentynowicz, along with Alina Pienkowska
and a few others, who advocated welding closed the
shipyard gates and continuing the strike in solidarity
with workers at other factories who had supported the
shipyard workers. This act transformed a local incident
into a wave of national solidarity.
After the December 1981 declaration of martial
law, Walentynowicz was jailed along with many other
Solidarność activists. As soon as she was released, she
went back to organizing: hunger strikes, protest meetings, individual protests and appeals to the authorities.
In December 1983 she was arrested for attempting to
install a plaque near the "Wujek" mine to commemorate miners killed there two years earlier. She went on
a hunger strike again in 1985 to protest the arrest of
Solidarność leaders.
Anna Walentynowicz personifies the Reason of
rank-and-file workers, especially of women. When some
from Solidarność took responsibility for running the
state, she called that 1989 agreement "a betrayal." She
went to her death trying to bring justice to the world.
—Urszula Wislanka

titude of miners in a union and non-union mine. We
checked the mine frequently, noting all violations and
getting pledges from management to correct them, and
followed up on all of them. We did not fear management. Management feared us because we had a strong
local union and had international union support.
At the Upper Big Branch mine it was the opposite.
Workers were at the mercy of the criminal Blankenship,
and feared him. While the miners were paid well, they
had no fringe benefits and often were forced to work 12
or more hours a day. They had to fill the coal production
quota before they could leave the mine.

REAL CHANGE
What will happen now? There will be Congressional hearings, and the coal operators and Blankenship
will be told what bad boys they are for allowing such
conditions to exist. Some loopholes will be closed, more
mine investigators will be hired, stricter enforcement
rules will be made. But nothing serious will change.
The coal industry has over 100 highly paid lobbyists
in Washington, D.C. They are now working overtime
to make sure that whatever laws are enacted will have
loopholes for the coal operators to slime through and
more miners will needlessly die.
The only real solution lies with the miners controlling not only the safety in the mines, but also the mines.
This, of course, will not happen under the present system. But it remains the only alternative that can realistically answer the problems that miners face and can
result in truly declaring: It will never happen again.
—Andy Phillips

Colombian workers
tossed on trash heap

Cali, Colombia—On March 1, 300 registered recycling workers of Cali took to the streets to demand a
day of international recognition and to denounce the
government of Alvaro Uribe. In addition to stripping
workers of their rights and social welfare guarantees
(abolishing labor contracts, job benefits and social security), the president has denied workers their right
to a pension starting in 2010, and has cut the right to
healthcare for the majority of Colombians.
Now he's attacking the street workers, criminalizing their activity. From now on the lucrative
trash and recycling business will be reserved for
the young multimillionaire children of Uribe.
The recycling workers have emerged as a social
force in the last 20 years. They clear the scrap metal,
in the congested streets, while breathing in the plastic and smoke fumes. The majority live in the streets,
in overcrowded slums, by the freeway, next to sewage
pipes spouting dirty water, in flood zones, in high-risk
areas.
Recycling and street vending are the final refuges of a labor force that refuses to beg for jobs because
they don't exist anymore. They are everywhere: former
workers of what was in the 1980s called the "industrial
sector," which neoliberalism has eradicated. What had
been considered fundamental rights have now become
privatized, like healthcare, education, public housing
and public works.
They are farmers, Afro-Colombians and displaced indigenous peoples, thrown off their own
land where they grew the food they needed for
their families to survive; thrown off their land by
traditional and emerging capitalists, legal and
"illegal," national and transnational.
Almost 10 million people, 20% of the population,
live on an income of less than $2 a day. They don't figure into the official statistics or consumer reports. In
addition, 30% of households bring home less than twice
the minimum wage. That is half of what a family needs.
Colombia now has the highest unemployment in
the region, rising to 11.1% at the end of 2009. Cities
like Pereira have surpassed 20% unemployment according to the Administration of Statistics. But all of
these numbers are lies. They mask the magnitude of
unemployment, as they include people who work one
day a week, and those who sell trinkets, as "employed."
For every 100 steady workers, there are 109 "informal"
jobless workers (see Desde abajo, No. 53, 2010).
The Left here doesn't see organization, unity and
mobilization of workers like the recycling workers as
a priority. Much less do they prioritize alternatives of
truly mass power to permit a confrontation with the oligarchic imperialist project. The Left still doesn't believe
in the capacity of the masses to create something new
and change the conditions of their own existence.
Workers' unions, now undergoing a process of extinction, don't do anything for workers anymore. The
unions with their isolated and petty economic struggles
only serve to maintain the status quo of exploitation
imposed by capital in the last decade; at this point
they've lost almost all of the gains won by the workers
since the middle of the last century
—Quintín Mina
Translated from Spanish by Brown Douglas
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA
Editor's note: This text is excerpted from a transcript of Dunayevskaya's April 18, 1976, speech titled, "Our Original Contribution to the Dialectic of
the Absolute Idea as New Beginning: In Theory, and
Leadership, and Practice." As an explicit discussion
of what Marxist-Humanism's original contribution
is, it is central to our projected new work of selected
writings by Dunayevskaya on Marx. See pp. 9-10 of
our Draft Perspectives Thesis, this issue, for more on
this. The full document can be found in The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #5622-30.
We have to begin with what is new in our
contribution, because we have been so anxious to
stress we are a continuity from Marx and Lenin (and
we certainly are), and we've been so anxious to stress
that we couldn't possibly have been without Marx and
Lenin (which again, we couldn't have been), that we
have underplayed what is absolutely new, not just in
relationship to a lot of nobodies who call themselves
Marxists, but in relationship to our founders
themselves. And because we have overemphasized
their contribution, without which we couldn't possibly
have been, it is necessary to then think backwards
right now.
No one was greater than Marx. No one needs to
be convinced of that fact. However, when it comes to
the Absolute Idea, it isn't only that the young Marx
got so thoroughly disgusted with Absolutes by the
time he discovered his new continent of thought, that
he said that's the end of that, I'll return to it some
other time. It is that when he did return—and in his
greatest work he did—it was already as practice, and
not as something that would help us grasp it by having
a foundation.
FOR EXAMPLE, AT THE height of Capital,
we see him breaking up the Absolute Idea by
speaking about the absolute general law of capitalist
accumulation. But its opposite was always taken to be
only the unemployed army—and not the absolutely,
totally opposite which we take it to be now. Marx only
mentioned it as "the new passions and new forces for
the reconstruction of society." The negation of the
negation at that point certainly wasn't spelled out.1
Lenin certainly paid a lot more attention to
Absolute Idea. We have that chapter commented on
more than any other chapter in Science of Logic. But he,
too, had to concentrate, as all of us have to concentrate,
on what is concrete for our age. What was concrete
for his age was, as we know, the transformation into
opposite. But he threw out the last half of the last
paragraph of Absolute Idea and said, That doesn't
make any difference. It did make a difference, and my
Letters on the Absolute Idea of 1953 spend something
like 12 pages arguing against him for leaving out that
last half paragraph.
EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, Chapter 1 of
Capital was always in Lenin's mind as he was reading.2
We have stressed that Lenin says that Universal,
Particular, Individual was exactly what Marx had in
mind when he wrote Capital. But Lenin never says
anything about fetishism. When he was referring to
Universal, Particular and Individual, he was referring
to the section just before the fetishism of commodities,
when Marx explains how we came from barter to sales
to money to capital.
In other words, the fetishism of commodities, as the
dead labor sucking the living labor, and as the fact that
you not only were exploited, but you actually had become
an appendage to a machine—that was not concrete for
Lenin. In fact, at one point—even though it wasn't at the
stage where he was working with the Absolute Idea—
he was "taken in," so to speak, by the Taylor system.3 He
wondered whether that was just capitalistic, or whether
it could be used if you had soviets and you saw that it
wasn't exploitative, and so forth.
SO THAT WHETHER we take our very founders,
Marx and Lenin, or any of the Hegelian Marxists:
Lukacs when he was at his best, Marcuse when he
was at his best, Adorno when he was at his best, the
East Europeans when they were at their best—in an
actual revolution—no one, no one, had formulated or
even given us any indication that if you are going to
break your head over Absolute Idea, it would be as a
new beginning. That's our original contribution.
It isn't only that we did this great thing by saying
Absolute isn't absolute in the ordinary sense of the
word—it's the unity of theory and practice; Absolute
isn't absolute in the bourgeois sense of the word—it's
the question of the unity of the material and the ideal.
1. See Marx's Capital, Vol. I (Penguin, 1990), pp. 928-29.
2. Lenin's notes on Hegel frequently refer to Marx's Capital.
3. Frederick Taylor developed a system of scientific management based on time-motion studies. In another context,
Lenin referred to the Taylor system as "man's enslavement
by the machine." See Lenin's Collected Works, Vol. 20, pp.
152-54, and Vol. 27, pp. 258-59.
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Marxist-Humanism's originality
But who ever said Absolute was a new beginning?
None but us. And if we don't understand that original
contribution—that we have to begin with the totality—
then we won't know what a new beginning is. A new
beginning could just be that we discovered the four
forces of revolution. We're certainly very proud of
that—but that isn't all we're saying.
IN FACT, I WOULD SAY that if there's anything
we do understand, it's the movement from practice.
We certainly have that embedded in our being. We
do understand that part of the Absolute. We do not
understand the other part, Absolute Idea as second
negativity. And until we do understand it, we will not be
able to project. Therefore we must return to Chapter 1 of
Philosophy and Revolution, and read it with altogether
new eyes. It is not just that we're challenging, or
threatening, or saying something that sounds great and
philosophic, but all the ramifications of that.
Hegel died in 1831. He was the greatest philosopher
that ever lived. It is now 1976, and it was 1953 when I
broke through on the three last syllogisms in Hegel's
Philosophy of Mind. I never bothered to look up the
philosophic scholars. I was sure they had dealt with it
in their bourgeois way. I found out that nobody in the
world had done it. It was then I found out that Hegel
himself hadn't put them in until 1830, the year before
he died. He had left it at Paragraph #574 in 1817.4 I
think the first time I saw anything written about it
was in the 1960s and that was a whole decade after I
developed it.
Paragraph #574 says, "This is a summation of what
I did, and what I did explains my conclusions, Absolute
Idea."5 So why did he suddenly decide to add three
paragraphs? To say "a summation" evidently didn't
satisfy him the year before he died. In the first of the
three, Paragraph #575, Logic, Nature, Mind (the three
volumes of Hegel's Encyclopaedia of the Philosophical
Sciences) are not simply the names of what Hegel
wrote. Nature, the center part, is not just the second
book. The center part, the middle, contains the whole;
it looks both forward and backward, and therefore, that
is really the key point.
MARX SAID THAT ANY proletarian could have
told Hegel that he should have begun with material
things first. Everyone says it's a good thing Lenin
didn't know that's what Marx said, because he wouldn't
have dared say, "Isn't that great that Hegel goes from
Logic to Nature—he's extending a hand to historical
materialism. Therefore, that chapter is the most
central. The most ideal is really the most practical—
terrific and magnificent!"6
I came to this part and said, if it turns both
backward and forward, it isn't just the remembrance of
things past, but Hegel's also seeing the future embedded
in there. That means there must be a movement from
practice to theory that is itself a form of theory. This
was on May 12, 1953. There hadn't yet been the June
17, 1953, revolt [in East Germany]. Everybody thought
I was crazy—all this worry about what Stalin's death
meant and that it wasn't going to stand still. It is the
period from March to June when Stalin died and when
4. The 1817 first edition of Philosophy of Mind contained a different version of the last three paragraphs, #575-77. They
were dropped in the 1827 edition and appeared in their final
version in the 1830 edition.
5. This is not a quotation but a paraphrase of Paragraph #574.
6. From Lenin's abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic. See Dunayevskaya's English translation in the first edition of Marxism and Freedom (Bookman Associates, 1958), pp. 349, 352.

Philosophy
Library at ancient
Alexandria

and

Revolution
Soweto Uprising, 1976

from Hegel to Sartre,
and from Marx to Mao
by Raya Dunayevskaya
Read about: Marxist-Humanism's
original contribution; Hegel's absolute negativity as new beginning; Marx's new continent of
thought; Lenin's philosophic
ambivalence; critiques of
Trotsky, Mao, Existentialism; world economy, revolutions in Africa, revolts
in East Europe; new
passions and new forces.
To order, see p. 12.

the East German revolt broke out that we're concerned
with—these few months. When I broke through on the
Absolute Idea, May 12 and 20, it was in anticipation of
what was actually occurring.7
In the next paragraph, #576, Nature becomes
first, Mind becomes second, and Logic is the end. So
now Mind is the middle, the mediation, the center, the
greatness from which the whole flows. What did that
mean to us in the Johnson-Forest Tendency? I said it
meant we had to dig deeper into philosophy; we couldn't
stop with state-capitalism. We must see that this was
new—this movement from practice and this movement
from theory are a unity.
Paragraph #577 is even crazier than #575 and #576
were. Hegel has lived all his life on Logic, but when he
comes to #577, instead of turning it to let Logic now
become the center, Hegel just throws it out altogether.
He says what we're dealing with is Self-Thinking Idea.
In the whole thing, he has one single tiny sentence on
eternity after the Self-Thinking Idea which has thrown
out, replaced, Logic.
NOW IF THAT'S WHAT it means—and Hegel
throws out his Logic—what could be greater? He says
the Self-Thinking Idea is the self-bringing forth of
liberty. That's when we already have it, the revolution
is here, and everything is ready for not putting things
off for the day after. It's right here and you better go do
it and think it and everybody be part of the dialectic.
*
*
*
What do we mean by the cogency of dialectics of
negativity for our period of mass revolutions? What do
we mean by Absolute Idea as new beginning? When
we keep stressing, correctly, that it's a unity of theory
and practice, we do not know the double negation as
being within each one....I have stated many, many
times that second negativity is not just when you come
to the Absolute Idea, but that you experience second
negativity at every single stage—and since everybody's
always saying, "Don't give your first reaction, wait
for second negativity," you would think we certainly
understand second negativity. But until it becomes
concrete, we don't.
There is one thing that I want to include here, in
relationship to Jean-Paul Sartre and Frantz Fanon on
the question of Particular. We've always talked against
the fixed Particular, nationalized property=socialism.8
But Universal, Particular and Individual are the
three main categories of the Doctrine of the Notion.9
Particular is your first negation of the Universal when
it's abstract, and Individual is the total concretization
when it's Individualism which lets nothing interfere
with its Universalism, that is, Freedom.10
THE IDEA IS THAT when it's not fixed, Particular
is the way to get to the second negativity; there is no
other way to get to it. And what Fanon expressed so
passionately was that he did not mean that Negroes
are not a Particular. He meant that Negritude is the
Particular which is Universal. That is what he meant
by "national consciousness that is not nationalism but
is a form of internationalism."11 He certainly did some
very beautiful things on the difference between national
consciousness that makes you proud of the heritage
or makes you realize that this is a contribution, and
nationalism which he absolutely rejected because he
was a total internationalist and revolutionary.
...THE FIXED PARTICULAR is absolutely
wrong and will kill you. But when it's not fixed, when
it's a stage in the development of the concretization,
that is the only way to get to second negativity.
What I'm trying to stress here are certain stages in
Chapter 1 [of Philosophy and Revolution] which must
be grasped as concrete. You have to say to yourself: If
Absolute Idea means new beginnings, it means that in
talking to such and such a person, I have to present
the whole of philosophy and Marxist-Humanism. It is
not enough to say, "We agree with you on the question
of welfare or whatever." The question of welfare or
whatever becomes a way not only of you learning
something from them, but of them having an awful
lot to learn from you, because they get an entirely new
interpretation of the problem that had been bothering
them.
7. Dunayevskaya's "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" of May 12
and 20, 1953, are available in The Philosophic Moment of
Marxist-Humanism (News & Letters, 1989) and The Power
of Negativity (Lexington Books, 2002).
8. Dunayevskaya argued that Leon Trotsky made an "abstraction of the Russian state, even after Stalinism had transformed it into its opposite, a state-capitalist society," thereby
making a fixed particular of Russia's nationalized property,
equating it to a "workers' state." See Philosophy and Revolution, pp. 139-45.
9. This refers to Book Three, "The Doctrine of the Notion," in
Hegel's Science of Logic.
10. In Paragraph 481 of Philosophy of Mind, Hegel wrote of
"individuality…purified of all that interferes with its universalism, i.e., with freedom itself."
11. In The Wretched of the Earth (Grove Press, 1963), Frantz
Fanon wrote: "National consciousness, which is not nationalism, is the only thing that will give us an international
dimension" (p. 247).
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A Japanese Marxist's view:

Luxemburg, Dunayevskaya and 21st century socialism
by Narihiko Ito

At the beginning of April 1980 I received a letter
from Raya Dunayevskaya. She introduced herself as a
researcher on Rosa Luxemburg and wanted detailed
information on the International Rosa Luxemburg
Association which I was
preparing to organize.
Since April 1979 I had
been at Mannheim University in West Germany
as a guest professor. On
Dec. 24, 1979, the Soviet
Army invaded Afghanistan. I saw a TV press conference with Mr. Gromyko,
Soviet Foreign Minister, on the military operations in
Afghanistan. I thought it could not solve the problem in
Afghanistan and that it would also promote the political and ideological collapse of Soviet Socialism itself. I
thought we had to create a principle of the new Socialism by studying Rosa Luxemburg's works and theory.
At once I talked with Prof. Gilbert Badia in Paris
about the establishment of an International Rosa Luxemburg Association. I knew that Claudie Weill, Jacqueline Bois and Ilene Petit were studying Rosa Luxemburg in Paris. In February 1980 we all gathered at
Prof. Badia's house and decided to establish the Rosa
Luxemburg Association (RLA).

After the Paris meeting I visited Zurich to ask my
old friend Theodor Pinkus, owner of the famous secondhand bookshop and activist, to act as General Secretary
of the RLA. He willingly accepted. We decided the date
of the RLA Founding Conference would be in September 1980 in Zurich.
After I came back to Japan in April 1980, I received
the letter from Dunayevskaya.
She already knew of the RLA
and sent me her article on
Luxemburg from News & Letters. Our correspondence began from that time.
When she sent me her
new book Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution (RLWLMPR) in 1982, I
was deeply impressed. I wanted to talk with her directly and sent her an invitation to the Third International
RLA Conference in Paris in May 1983. Unfortunately
she could not come but sent a copy of her paper, "Feminist and Revolutionary," to be read to the Conference.
I was thunderstruck at the news of her death in
1987, as I lost an important thinker and theorist who
deeply understood Luxemburg's and Marx's thought.
°
In 1991 I received the second edition of RLWLMPR
with a new foreword by Adrienne Rich which gave me

Dialogue from Network of Iranian Labor Unions

Recently, we were directed to an article in the
March-April 2010 News & Letters, "Iranian workers enter the fray," by Raha, in which an isolated quote from
one of our members was used to prove that a regressive repeat of the 1979 Islamic revolution was in store
for Iran. The author claimed that NILU (the Network
of Iranian Labor Unions) was set against advancing
workers' independent interests because this would supposedly weaken the Green Movement's internal unity.
Starting from this rather dubious premise, the author
further claimed that there were clear parallels to be
made between the present moment and 1979 when millions of people blindly fell into the trap that Muslim
fundamentalists had set for them.
We are happy to inform the author and N&L readers that while there are many difficulties and perils attending the nascent democratic movement, a repeat of
the Islamic Revolution is definitely not one of them.
First, unlike the earlier generation with its all-toofamiliar revolutionary-romantic/Manichean notions,
the new generation is both more sophisticated and
more canny as to who its friends and enemies are and
the magnitude of the problems. For example, you cannot find one single individual—out of several million
Greeners—that is taken in by Mir-Hossein Mousavi's
personality, magnetism, political infallibility or mystical powers. When he announced his candidacy last
Spring, few had any idea who he really was. For many,
a vote for Mousavi was a vote against the system and
a vote of no confidence against the regime itself. Today, Mousavi enjoys widespread popularity because he
has stood up to the dictatorship and hasn't caved in to
the pressures and threats. His popularity would just as
easily evaporate if he sells out to the system.
Secondly, the present movement is distinctly democratic in content and in its aims. While practically all
the 1979 participants in one way or other called for
some form of democracy, none wanted it for the other
groups in the struggle. That is decidedly not the case
today. Decades of living under dictatorial rule by clerics has taught everyone important lessons in civic responsibility and tolerance. Even structurally, the Green
Movement is made up of a vast number of small cells of
like-minded people with lots of horizontal ties and few
vertical ones.
Thirdly, unlike the violence-prone 1979 revolutionaries, present-day Greeners show a remarkable antipathy towards indiscriminate and mindless violence. In
fact, this could be said to be the closest to civil non-violent struggle in memory. We welcome this development
as a new form of struggle for social and political empowerment for the third world and beyond (see: Frontline,
"A Winning Strategy" at pbs.org). The South African
model—where regime henchmen were given blanket
clemency—is all the more critical for us because for
millions of our devout fellow citizens, support for the regime is unfortunately equated with maintaining faith
in God and the prophet.
Finally, this brings us to the contention that our
group is for subordinating workers' rights to some
nebulous larger aims. What NILU member Homayoun Pourzad was saying in that interview was not that
workers should put on hold the promotion of their class
interests or that women and young people should not
advance their interests. Any cursory glance at our English-language website, Iran Labor Report, would show
that we are doing exactly opposite of what the N&L author wrote we are doing or saying. (The same could be

said of Zahra Rahnavard, also treated unfairly by the
author.) In fact, we are helping with organizing the unorganized at great risk to our security and safety.
What Pourzad said in the interview was that differences among the various Green Movement contingents
should not be allowed to aid the enemy to the detriment
of the movement. Our movement is still rather weak
while the enemy is ruthless, powerful and extremely
cunning. What makes them even more dangerous is the
special combination of religion and right-wing politics
which they excel at exploiting with devastating results.
For instance, there are currently over 40,000 volunteers
signed up for suicide missions in Iran. In 2005-2006,
the mighty U.S. Army was almost brought to its knees
in Iraq by less than 1,000 suicide mission volunteers.
The analogy is not unlike the Weimar Republic before Hitler's rise to power. Had the liberals, socialists
and communists united against Hitler, instead of attacking one another, the Nazis would probably not have
been able to capture power in 1933 or even later. We
are at a historic juncture which we could ill afford to
miss. Any move that makes us weaker must be avoided.
Class, gender and ethnic differences must be respected
and articulated comradely and amicably. This was and
remains the gist of our position.
—The Network of Iranian Labor Unions
April 17, 2010

•

Editor's note: Below we reprint the paragraphs
where Raha, the author of the article in question, "Iranian workers enter the fray," quotes The Network of Iranian Labor Unions. See March-April News & Letters.
"Reports from southern Iran point to heavy security presence in the oil fields to crush any work stoppage
by the oil workers. According to a union activist from
the Network of Iranian Labor Unions, 'the nucleus of
the movement is in place and once the situation allows
for it, there will be a huge mushrooming of independent
labor unions... we are focusing on organizing labor to
bring the country to a halt if need be.... We think labor
is poised to play a strategic role.'"
***
"The same is true of other forces, especially the
women's liberation movement. Surprisingly, Zahra
Rahnavard's latest interview, while insisting on women's rights, states that just as in 1979, women need to
subsume their demands under the general needs of the
movement. Have we not learned from 1979 that the
'general' cannot float in air outside the 'particulars,'
that the whole cannot be without the parts lest it be
an abstract whole? Will the Iranian women who have
fought valiantly for so long once again have their demands postponed until after 'victory' is achieved?
"Unfortunately this attitude has made inroads
into the labor movement. When asked about the Green
movement, Homayoun Pourzad, a labor activist, states,
'The movement supporting Mousavi is a broad national-democratic front: we are all working with a sort of
minimum program.... We do not have any illusions that
anyone in the leadership of the Green Movement is
100% on board with workers' rights, but this is not the
time to discuss that.' Why not?
"Didn't we witness the 1979 revolution get aborted
when all the concrete demands for a new way of life got
completely submerged under anti-imperialism without
a thought to what happens the day after?..."

more details of Dunayevskaya's life. I contributed an
article to the Jan.-Feb. 1992 News & Letters titled "Karl
Marx and Rosa Luxemburg are revolutionaries for our
time" that indicated the following points:
First, that Dunayevskaya linked Luxemburg's life
for the first time with the history of the women's liberation movement. There had been a misunderstanding
that Luxemburg had no interest in the "Woman Question." Dunayevskaya connected Luxemburg's thought
to today's women's movement.
I wrote: "Raya Dunayevskaya showed very clearly
in her book the reason why Rosa Luxemburg refused to
be pigeonholed into the 'Woman Question'. It was her
protest against the 'male chauvinism' of the leaders of
the German Social Democratic Party at that time. In
this sense, it is very important that Dunayevskaya shed
new light on Luxemburg's activities at the International Socialist Women's Conference at Stuttgart in 1907.
It is also her unique view that the essential reason for
the break with Jogiches was Luxemburg's self-development after her experiences of the Russian Revolution
in 1906. Dunayevskaya hit the nail on the head when
she pointed out that Luxemburg's 'greatest intellectual
accomplishments occurred after the break.'"
Secondly, Dunayevskaya shed new light on the relation between Luxemburg and the "Black Dimension"—
in other words, the brutal invasion of Imperialism into
the non-capitalistic area (the Third World) about which
Luxemburg clearly wrote in Accumulation of Capital.
The third point was Dunayevskaya's special attention on Marx's last works: the Ethnological Notebooks,
drafts of letters to Vera Zasulitch, the French edition
of Capital and the Critique of the Gotha Program. Dunayevskaya proved that Marx continued his theoretical
activities as a revolutionary until his death.
°
In 1992 when I read Dunayevskaya's essay written
in February 1941, "The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Is a Capitalist Society," I supported her view. But
re-reading it I noticed that I had not understood clearly
the following:
"Because we did not clearly understand the class
nature of the present Soviet state, the Soviet Union's
integral participation in the Second Imperialist World
War came as a monstrous surprise. The Red Army
march on Poland, the bloody conquest of part of Finland and the peaceful conquest of the Baltic states
proved that the Stalinized Red Army had no more connection with the spirit, purpose and content of October
[1917] than has the Stalinist state, whose armed might
it is. What an abhorrent relapse from the conquests of
October are the Stalinist conquests!"
In December 1979, facing the military invasion of
the Soviet Army into Afghanistan, I realized the "End
of Soviet Socialism" has come and started the International RLA. Dunayevskaya in 1941 recognized that the
"Stalinized Red Army had no more connection with the
spirit, purpose and content of October."
The expression "Global Capitalism" is often used.
It means "Capitalism globally widens its invasion overall in the world." It does not mean "Capitalism became
global without states." Luxemburg was consistently
against the existence of the "State." She always said
that "Socialism cannot co-exist with the State" and posited several kinds of "Autonomy" by the people against
the "State."
When Dunayevskaya insisted that "The Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics Is a Capitalist Society" it
meant that capitalism, the state and military violence
are one unit which is fundamentally different from socialism which will be composed without capitalism, the
state and military violence.
By re-reading her works in this Raya Dunayevskaya Centenary Year, can we see what kind of society
should be created in the 21st Century?

From Rosa Luxemburg,
Women's Liberation and
Marx's Philosophy of
Revolution on socialist
democracy:

"...not only is
there a need for a
great deal more
democracy,
for different
tendencies to
express themselves,
but even for a totally new concept of
democracy, like Luxemburg's."
To order your copy, see p. 12
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IRAN: SUPPORT MANSOUR OSANLOO!

According to human rights and democracy activists in Iran, Mansour Osanloo, the leader of the Tehran and Municipality Vahed Bus Syndicate, was taken
on Tuesday, April 13, to the forensic commission in one of the hospitals in the city
of Karaj in shackles. He spent nine hours
going through various examinations.
Osanloo is suffering from ailments ranging from acute heart problems, back ache
requiring surgery, and problems with his
eyes. The shackles on his ankles were
clearly making visible marks.
The doctors of the forensic commission have more than three times certified
that he is not fit to be serving jail sentences. Based on the existing laws, those
receiving certificates for not being fit to
serve sentences must be released to receive necessary treatments.
Several labor groups worldwide have
called for Osanloo's immediate release
from prison. Please join them. (See http://
iranlaborreport.com/)
Labor and solidarity activist
Midwest

•

WILMA MANKILLER

Native American poet Joy Harjo
wrote this tribute on her blog on April 6:
Wilma Mankiller Left This World for
the Next This Morning
No words.
She leaves a trail of blessings.
May she travel well.
And may we find a way to lift up our
heads from our grief.
What
followed was a note
from the Oklahoma Cherokee
Nation, excerpted here:
Our
personal and national
hearts
are heavy with
sorrow and sadness with the
passing of Wilma Mankiller, our former
Principal Chief....We are a stronger tribal
nation because of her example of Cherokee leadership, statesmanship, humility,
grace, determination and decisiveness.
Years ago, she and her husband Charlie
Soap showed the world what Cherokee
people can do when given the chance,
when they organized the self-help water
line in the Bell community. Her gift to us
is the lesson that our lives and future are
for us to decide. Wilma asked that any
gifts in her honor be made as donations
to One Fire Development Corporation,
1220 Southmore Houston, TX 77004.
Tax deductible donations can be made at
www.wilmamankiller.com as well as
www.onefiredevelopment.org.
Tim Finnigan
Illinois

•

SPAIN'S 'RIGHT-WING CONSPIRACY'

It has been reported that Spain's
most high-profile judge, Baltasar Garzón,
is going to stand trial for overreaching his
powers over an inquiry into the Franco
regime. It is the Spanish right wing's attempt to destroy the historical memory
of Spain, and erase from collective consciousness the blood-stained hands of the
Franco regime and its supporters.
Garzón should be applauded, not
prosecuted. He has gone after famous
mass-murderers such as Henry Kissinger, Augusto Pinochet, Osama bin-Laden.
I see him as being like the "Madres de
la plaza" in Argentina, who tirelessly
remind the world not to forget the many
youth and workers who were murdered at
the hands of right-wing governments.
President Obama should issue a
statement of support for Judge Garzón.
If he wins his case in Spain, it could set
an example for countries like Argentina,
Chile, South Africa, and yes, even here in
the U.S., to go after those who have committed crimes against humanity, no matter how long ago.		
Anti-fascist
California
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HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT

On January 19-20, under the banner
"House Keys Not Handcuffs," members of
LA Community
Action Network,
the Western Region
Advocacy
Project (WRAP),
converged
in
San Francisco to
demonstrate for
an "end to the criminalization of homelessness and poverty." Following the rally, 1,000 protesters marched up Market
Street to the Federal Building, demanding real change.
There is a shortage of over 100,000
affordable housing units and thousands
of units in slum condition in the city of
L.A. Loitering laws are often enforced to
criminalize the homeless and displace
them in the interest of gentrification.
Today, dropping a cigarette butt is a misdemeanor and a jailable offense where
previously a littering citation was given.
An elderly Black man who experienced racism during the Civil Rights
Movement likened that situation to the
way the Department of Justice is denying
civil rights to the poor, the homeless and
the downtrodden today. As one protester
said, "We demand homes, not handcuffs."
Basho
Los Angeles

•

RAISING VOICES FOR JUSTICE

When a jury deadlocked in the trial
of a former Memphis police officer accused of beating up a transgendered
woman, the judge in the case declared
a mistrial. Bridges McRae had been accused of violating Duanna Johnson's civil
rights. Surveillance video shows McRae
punching Johnson while she was being
processed on a prostitution charge. After
nearly four days of deliberations, eleven
jurors believed McRae was guilty. One
thought he was not. The prosecution says
it may want a new trial.
It is more important than ever to
show that we stand on the side of justice.
Our Raise Your Voice group urges the
community to stand with Duanna as we
have stood with her since the beginning
of this case.
Gay and Lesbian Community Center
Memphis

•

ISRAEL: GAGGING ON ITS ORDER

This story is a testament to the Internet. And to Anat Kam, the whistleblower
who is widely regarded in Israeli security
circles as a traitor and will probably soon
be charged with treason. Anat, a 23-yearold journalist, passed on a "hit list" of
Palestinians living in the West Bank. The
Shin Bet (Israeli secret police) protocol
stated that if these "wanted" figures are
identified during the course of a military
action, permission is granted to carry out
"an interception." Nice language for execution without trial.
This is a big story, but until now no
Israeli newspapers could publish it because a judge issued a gag order at the
Shin Bet's request. Every news outlet in
Israel front-paged the story, once the gag
order was lifted. It would never have received such widespread attention had the
Israeli authorities not tried to hide it in
the first place — and had the Internet not
cloned the story through every webpage
eager to expose state secrets.
Israel has been playing defense ever
since the Gaza Campaign, trying to keep
its senior politicians and officers out
of European courts on charges of war
crimes.
I say Praise the whistleblowers and

all those who turned on the Internet
lights, making it impossible for the authorities to turn them off again.
Gila Svirsky
Jerusalem / Nahariya

•

TIBETAN MONKS

For state-capitalists, during any crisis, their first priority is security for themselves—to contain and prevent organizing
by anybody deemed a threat to their authority. That's exactly what's happening
right now in Yushu, China, in Qinghai
province, where the Tibetan monks were
the first responders, after the recent devastating quake there. Those are the very
monks who have been demonized for 15
years as potential enemies of the state.
The Chinese regime better not step
too far. Many of the Chinese soldiers
worked side by side with the Tibetan
monks before the authorities banned
them from the area. Soldiers, like workers in the frontlines, have "a mind of their
own." Once their anger reaches a point
of no return over how their government
cares squat about quake victims and
more about politics, all the propaganda
in the world against ethnic minorities
will not stop Chinese soldiers from turning against their own government. It will
make Tianamen look like small potatoes.
Asian American
California

•

MARX AND METHODOLOGY
Marx eschewed discussions of philosophical/moral questions and turned to
human sciences: economy, anthropology.
He took seriously the task for philosophers to change the world. He did not insist on a purely materialist perspective,
but rather a methodological one. The
revolutionary movement is the nature of
the epoch we're in the middle of. We don't
have all the answers, but with sound
methodology there can be progressive approximations that produce a more solid
foundation to reach to higher ground.
When you enter the dark room, with the
dialectic you can explore it soundly.
Joe
Bay Area
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•

HAITI AND HEGEL

The Black/Red view in the MarchApril N&L was a good companion to the
Lead article on Haiti in the same issue.
The fact that a revolution in Haiti had an
effect on Hegel's ideas of freedom is still
to be understood. As far as I know, Susan
Buck-Morss is the only one who is projecting that Hegel was affected by the Haitian revolution in developing his ideas.
Yet I think she should have taken Hegel
to task. He could have at least had a
footnote that mentioned that revolution.
The intellectuals don't look to unwashed
masses for ideas because they think that
ideas come only from intellectuals.
David M'Oto
Bay Area
***
Chile's earthquake was 500 times
stronger yet its devastation was a small
fraction of Haiti's. That comparison is
very instructive, showing the decades of
economic restructuring and a centuries
long colonial and post-colonial intervention in Haiti, which was deliberately underdeveloped. The logic of the current
aid to Haiti is really a cover for the coup
that ousted Aristide and methodically removed social activists.
Tom
Bay Area

•

VOICES FROM
WITHIN

Your
paper
highlights oppressions all over the
globe. I wish you
would expose the
"profiteers,"
the
governments and
corporations who profit hugely from the
problems they create. Their dirty deeds
are just excuses to justify their high-paying but meaningless jobs and positions.
The peaceful protest turns ugly when police start hurting people and in the end
they use these incidents for overtime pay,
and then time off plus more money to respond to the next protest. They collect billions, 90% of which goes into their pockets. We live in a spook 'em, oppress 'em,
and collect from 'em country that could
not care less about real freedom and democracy.
Incarcerated
Crescent City, California
***
Editor's note: Donations to our prisoners subscription fund pay for prisoners
to receive N&L. Can you help?

FOR MARY JOAN

Mary Jo Grey loved sports and made
sure it made its way into her column,
"Women WorldWide." When anything
happened concerning Title IX, the law
that prohibited sexual discrimination
under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance,
Mary Jo was on top of it.
This paragraph gives the flavor of
how she saw women in sports: "Pat Summitt—who became head coach of the
University of Tennessee women's basketball team three years after Title IX was
passed, and nurtured her fledgling team
for years by tacking recruitment posters on trees, playing before a handful of
people, and washing the team uniforms
herself—became the winningest coach
among women and men in Division I college history with her 880th victory."
Just reading that column gives one a
real history of women's struggle for freedom. We'll greatly miss the unique voice
that Mary Jo imparted to News & Letters.
Terry Moon
Chicago
***
I am deeply saddened that such a
kind, dedicated, valuable Marxist-Humanist has been lost to time.
Anna Maillon
California
***
It's significant to me that MJ started
with N&LC when it was in Detroit and

moved to Chicago with the organization
because that is what was needed in 1984.
I think living in Detroit in the 1960s-70s
is what helped shape her world view.
Something I shared with MJ was a
struggle with "philosophy" in its most
abstract sense. I believe this was shown
in what she took on—staffing the office,
the concrete work of physically putting together the paper, dealing with the housing/transportation/food coordination and
committees around the plenums/conventions. It was making philosophy concrete
in her day-to-day existence, as well as
presenting it to others, that gave her life
such meaning.
Erica Rae
Illinois
***
It was an honor to work with her
and share many Marxist -Humanist moments. Please let me know what kind of
arrangements are being made to honor
her.
Jerry Kagan
Chicago
***
Editor's note: Plans are underway
for a memorial meeting in May to honor
Mary Joan. The date, time and place will
be announced as soon as they are finalized. We want to thank all those who have
responded so quickly to the shocking news
of her death.
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continued from p. 1
coming out strongly for teacher firings.
The mounting fights against cutbacks in public
services have brought youth alongside labor. States
are cutting school budgets so severely that a national
day of action initiated at the University of California
was held on March 4 (see "No to Education Cuts!"
March-April N&L). At over 100 campuses, thousands
of students—from college to grade school—took part
along with teachers and workers, opposing layoffs
and tuition hikes. High school and college students
occupied buildings at UC Santa Cruz, UCLA and the
Baltimore Juvenile Justice Center. Student walkouts at
high schools and middle schools indicate the depths of
the movement. One Detroit teacher told N&L that this
goes beyond a struggle for jobs:
"Education as labor can't be separated from a
concept of a human society. The healthcare workers in
the Maryland Freedom Union in 1966 who said, 'We are
on strike for our patients, too,' and have been saying
that ever since, captured how sharply the alienation of
labor stands out when people are on the receiving end—
even more clearly than when labor produces things. It
includes the human pain caused by education under
capitalism, and, against that, efforts both by educators
'as labor' and by parents, community, students and
educators and their organizations as demanding that
education create 'fully developed human beings' (Karl
Marx's words in Capital)."
All these struggles face the perils created by the
Great Recession, with 6.5 million people unemployed
for over six months in March, far higher than anytime
since the 1930s Depression. African Americans are
as always hardest hit, with an understated official
unemployment rate of 16.5%, and 41.1% for Black
teenagers. Homelessness has risen so much that the
number of people living on the streets of New York shot
up 34% in a year. These are no mere cyclical conditions,
but the outgrowth of permanent structural changes in
the economy since the crisis of the mid-1970s.

B. Crisis rooted in production

The roots of the persistant economic crisis go far
beyond the housing bubble and the dirty dealings of
finance capital. Crisis is in the very innards of capitalist
production. Far from being defined by things—money,
commodities—capital is a social relation involving
the domination of dead labor (chiefly machinery) over
living labor. Profit is an expression of surplus value,
the unpaid hours of labor extracted from workers. Since
accumulation of capital spells out more and more dead
labor in proportion to living labor, the rate of profit—
the ratio of surplus value to total capital—tends to fall.2
Labor is the only source of value and surplus-value,
but capital can't employ labor on the same relative
scale when ever greater amounts of capital confront the
worker. Automation puts this process into overdrive.
A new stage of automated production took root after
World War II destroyed vast amounts of capital, enough
to keep general crisis at bay for three decades.
But by the mid-1970s crisis broke out. The rate
of profit had declined to the point where the resulting
lack of investment meant a stagnation that could not be
cured by ordinary medicines like recession.
The series of massive financial bubbles that have
blown up since the double recession that opened the
1980s reflects the flight of capital from productive
investment to speculation. Because the crisis is inherent
in capitalist production's dependence on alienated labor
as the only source of value, neither financial bubbles nor
immense Keynesian state expenditures have achieved
more than a temporary amelioration from today's Great
Recession. Even in the richest land, the U.S., millions
are facing years without jobs. Tens of millions have had
to turn to soup kitchens or food banks—skyrocketing
to one out of four people in the Memphis, Tenn., area.
MASSIVE DEFICIT SPENDING to stave off
collapse is seen as unsustainable, and restoring the
rate of profit would require destruction of capital on an
immense scale—which at the end of the 1930s took the
form of World War II.
In spite of this horrendous cost of total war as
what it took to restart capital accumulation in the U.S.led post-WWII economy, some Marxists, who identify
socialism with the state, still situate today's general
crisis of stalled accumulation not, as Marx insisted,
in production, but rather in the market, in what John
Maynard Keynes called "lack of demand."
In the February 2010 Monthly Review, John
Bellamy Foster reasserts the position of Paul Baran
and Paul Sweezy in Monopoly Capital (1966), writing
that "the main economic constraint was no longer the
generation of surplus [value], but rather its absorption,
i.e., a chronic lack of effective demand."
This assertion is repeated in spite of the fact that
the collapse in the rate of generation of surplus value
in the world economy was so obvious and deep by the
mid-1970s that, as Dunayevskaya pointed out at the
time, it had bourgeois economists citing Marx on the
2. This analysis is elaborated in "Today's Epigones Who Try to
Truncate Marx's Capital." See footnote 1.

falling rate of profit. Marx directly answered those who
visits to town hall meetings have sprouted into death
claimed the crisis is one of "lack of effective demand"
threats aimed at politicians who voted for the bill, a
by pointing out that crises are always preceded by
severed home propane line, bricks through windows.
periods when workers are actually consuming a greater
The increasingly bloodthirsty tone of the Right
share of the annual product. Market demand was never
has been encouraged by politicians like Karl Rove,
greater than at the moment the speculative real estate
who described the perpetrators as people "motivated
bubble burst, bringing on the present protracted crisis.
by deep concern about our country to get involved in
THE SHIFT FROM PRODUCTION to finance
politics," and Sarah Palin, who called on her followers
may have temporarily boosted "effective demand" but it
to "reload," coupled with a map showing rifle crosshairs
also deepened the impact of the day of reckoning. Foster
drawn over Congressional districts represented by
sees financialization of the economy as a reflection of a
selected healthcare reform supporters.
new stage of "stagnation within production" in general,
WHILE POLITICIANS AND PUNDITS are
but for Marx the decline in the rate of profit is specifically
downplaying "isolated incidents," the far Right's
created by the decrease in living labor relative to dead
ferocity, if left unchecked, opens the door to terrorism
labor or machines. That is not just an arithmetic ratio
like the Feb. 18 airplane attack by Joseph Stack III
but a social relationship of domination of dead labor,
on the IRS building in Texas, which killed employee
technology, over living labor—in other words, the
Vernon Hunter but elicited sympathy from Republicans
inversion of subject and object in production. There is no
Sen. Scott Brown and Rep. Steve King.
way out except
Democratic
antithrough workers
abortion leader Rep.
overcoming
Bart Stupak, who held
that inversion.
the
healthcare
bill
M a r x i s t hostage, was called a
Humanism's
"baby killer" on the
anti-capitalism
floor of the House by
is not narrowly
another Representative
"economic" but
and received a death
points to how
threat to himself and
labor as selfhis children. That is
developing
only a taste of what
subject
is
Dr.
George
Tiller
the
absolute
received at the hands of
opposite
of
murderous "pro-lifers"
capitalism's
who included him on an
alienated labor.
online hit list of abortion
Revolution
providers with names,
by masses in
addresses and pictures;
motion is needed
had him put on trial on
to establish a
trumped-up
charges;
new
society
firebombed his clinic;
based on freely The continuous miner, above, brought automation into the mines and was a major reason tried to murder him in
associated labor. that miners went on general strike in 1949-50. They called this machine a "man-killer."
1993, and succeeded in
It is high
2009. Since 1976 this
time to raise the Marxist-Humanist banner of totally
war on women killed four doctors, two receptionists,
new human foundations for the world economy, based
a clinic escort and a guard. Yet both Republicans and
on a qualitatively different kind of labor. MarxistDemocrats have avoided calling these acts "terrorism."
Humanism is a body of ideas born out of the specificity
White supremacist militias and others held
of our age. It is in the post-World War II era that
"Second Amendment" rallies on the 15th anniversary
automation took root, bringing not only permanent
of the Oklahoma City bombing by homegrown rightunemployment and continuous speed-up, de-skilling
wing terrorist Timothy McVeigh, who had links to such
and elimination of jobs but new questions from below.
militias. On the eve of the anniversary, some Oklahoma
Marxist-Humanism's birth is intertwined with the coal
state legislators announced that they are working with
miners' general strike of 1949-50, when the miners
Tea Partiers to pass a law recognizing a "volunteer
moved from questions of the fruits of labor to what kind
militia" to defend against federal "infringements" on
of labor human beings should do, including challenging
state's rights.
the separation of mental and manual labor.3
To meet this challenge, publishing a new book of
selected writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx is a
central perspective for News and Letters Committees,
Restructuring taken out of the hide of labor is
provided it is understood as an intervention into the
exacting a toll worldwide. Serious tensions have come
freedom movements and the battle of ideas.
to the surface among the 16 countries that use the Euro

D. Labor internationally:
revolt from Greece to China

C. Healthcare battles reveal the
menace from the Right

An important aspect of the restructuring is the
shifting of spiraling healthcare costs more and more to
workers, resulting in bankruptcies and foreclosures.
Amid a vicious class war of capital against workers,
it seemed impossible for the U.S. to achieve what every
other industrialized country has: universal healthcare.
Yet workers kept insisting that if trillions could be found
to fund wars and bank bailouts, then the state could
afford to fund adequate social services.
The healthcare bill just passed is being hailed as
the most important social legislation since the 1960s.
Much was achieved that would never have been won
without long struggle—including advances in the ability
of people with disabilities to receive home care rather
than being forced into institutions. It took a century
to get this Republican-style bill, with its concessions to
insurance corporations and its retrogressive provisions.
In a compromise with reactionary anti-abortion
Democrats, President Obama issued an executive order
"to establish an adequate enforcement mechanism"
for the Hyde Amendment, which denies abortion
funding to poor women. What couldn't get a hearing in
bourgeois politics and media was "single-payer," and,
more importantly, labor's perspective in the healthcare
workplace, fighting over the right to deliver quality
care, which is implicitly a challenge to alienated labor.
SOMEHOW THE PROSPECT of extending
health insurance to millions of people who can't afford
it or are rejected due to pre-existing conditions has for a
year been the excuse for hysterical racist outbursts from
the Right. Last year's racist picket signs and gun-toting
3. See "On the 60th Anniversary of the Coal Miners' General
Strike: Automation and Marxist-Humanism's Birth," Jan.Feb N&L, and A l980's View, The Coal Miners' General
Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the
U.S. by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya (News & Letters: 1984).

as their currency. Especially troubled is Greece, where
Wall Street firms helped the previous government cover
up deficit spending exceeding Eurozone rules. Germany
is demanding an austerity program to protect the
Euro's value. At the cost of possibly renewing recession
in Europe, Germany's Prime Minister Angela Merkel
sees this crisis as an opportunity to extract concessions
from workers in Europe's weaker economies, robbing
from paychecks, pensions and social services to give to
capital. Workers in Greece are fighting for the workers
of Europe—if the rulers succeed in imposing austerity
in Greece, other countries are sure to follow.
Greece's Socialist Party government is complying,
sparking a series of strikes, occupations and protests.
Three general strikes were held in February and March,
with slogans such as, "Workers shouldn't pay for the
bankers' crisis," and, "We must become their crisis."
Workers fired from the privatized Olympic Airlines
occupied the State Accounting Office for 10 days. This
was joined by municipal workers during their four-day
strike, in which workers occupied garbage collection
centers throughout the country. Temporary public
workers, textile workers and electrical workers have
engaged in occupations and strikes. Students have
supported labor with occupations on college campuses.
CHINA, LESS HURT by the Great Recession,
shows a different side, as the new station for
manufacturing capital shifted from deindustrializing
countries—yet labor revolt there is widespread
and frequent. Since the 1974-75 recession, we have
experienced two generations of worldwide capitalist
restructuring. Workers still employed have paid through
their own impoverishment for corporate "prosperity."
The uprooting of production far exceeds last century's
movement of the textile industry to Southern mill
towns. U.S. capitalism has been shored up by the sweat
of workers in China and elsewhere, profiting from
substandard wages as well as from the costs of workers'
continued on p. 8
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controlled industrial agriculture that is trying to crowd
them out. For capital, this is development. Not so for
the human beings driven off the land, often into urban
slums. Dunayevskaya captured this dynamic, showing
that capital sufficient to industrialize the "backward"
lands will not be available so long as the determinant
is the accumulation of surplus value—that is, unpaid
hours of labor. In other words, capital's own laws
of development preclude it from developing these
countries. From the start of the African revolutions in
the 1950s, this analysis was projected in our pamphlet
on Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and
the Afro-Asian Revolutions, which is to be excerpted in
the new book.
WITH THE WORLD FOOD CRISIS of 2008,
wealthier food-importing countries sought new food
sources and investors saw an alternative source of
profits. Finance capital and agribusiness spearheaded
the new land grab with state support—with a large role
played by Brazil, China and Arab Gulf states.5
This means that land and water that could have
been used to sustain local communities—or left alone to
protect the ecology that communities' lifeways depend
on—is devoted to water-intensive, chemical-intensive,
"So long as the motive force of production
energy-intensive farming of food and biofuels for export,
continues to be the accumulation of surplus value
depleting the soil until the investors move on.
(or unpaid hours of labor)—whether for private plants
The Observer reported that up to 125 million acres
or for state spaceships—the straining of the ruling class
of African land—bigger than California—have been
to appropriate the full 24
acquired in the last few years
hours of man's labor still
or are under negotiation. One
fails to create sufficient
Ethiopian from the Gambella
capital to industrialize the
region is quoted:
'backward'
lands....The
"It is a myth propagated
world economy must have
by the government and
totally new foundations
investors to say that there is
operated by motive forces
waste land or land that is not
other than mere machine
utilised in Gambella. Foreign
building
and
private
companies are arriving in
or state profit. Only a
large numbers, depriving
qualitatively
different
people of land they have
kind of labor, one that
used for centuries. There
comes from the release of
is no consultation with the
the creative energies of
indigenous population. Deals
the common people, can Members of Ayibobo Brave Women Martyrs, formed in 1991 to proare done secretly. The only
reconstruct the world on test the ouster of Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
thing the local people see is
new human foundations."
4
people coming with lots of
— Raya Dunayevskaya
tractors to invade their lands. All the land round my
family village of Illia has been taken over..."
What was once communal land was statified by
Marxist-Humanist analyses showed that the same
Ethiopia's Stalinist regime in the 1970s, meaning the
laws of value and surplus-value, and of concentration and
current regime can "hand over huge tracts to investors
centralization of capital, that shape the industrialized
at nominal rents, in secrecy."6
countries' economic crisis, are the determinants for the
In Latin America millions of acres are being
trajectories of "developing" economies too—when the
taken. Among the big players are Brazilian sugar and
masses are not allowed their self-activity.
rice companies, some of them targeting large tracts in
Thus, our Lead on "Haiti's Earthquake Reveals
Guyana that are home to several Indigenous peoples
Living Roots of Revolution" (March-April N&L),
and a fragile ecosystem. Takeovers are also underway or
grasped the country's history of revolution and
proposed in countries from Ukraine to the Philippines.
counter-revolution, revealing the meaning of neoliberal
Resistance is extensive, as shown dramatically in
"development": "The flood of cheap U.S. 'Miami rice' and
Madagascar. After a deal was made in 2008 to turn
other subsidized products wiped out Haiti's traditional
over nearly half the country's arable land to Daewoo
peasant agriculture, flooding Port-au-Prince with
Logistics for export crops, widespread protests helped
unemployed, cheap laborers. These policies contributed
set the stage for the ousting of President Ravolomanana.
to making vast areas of Port-au-Prince the poorly built
GRAIN reports that more and more Indigenous
death traps they became...
communities in Latin America are defending "their
"The U.S., and the Haitian elite it supported, did
territories and their systems for managing communal
nothing to prepare for this devastating earthquake
land," and making decisions in assemblies.
which was long predicted. The neoliberal vision for
AT WORK IN THE GREAT LAND GRAB are
Haiti has worked to enrich a small, elite sector which
the
laws
of capitalist development—laws unbreakable
based its profits on sweatshops and imports of rice,
except by freely associated labor in revolutions that
beans and corn, rather than domestic production. It
usher in new stages of development. Because Marxisthelped create a huge gap between Haiti's wealthiest
Humanism is not only about what we are against but
people and the rest of the population....
what we are for, we have seen what other Marxists
"The response to the earthquake hints at an
did not in Marx's last decade, when he investigated
entirely different logic of development. The kind of selfthe relationship between capitalistic countries and
organization and cooperation happening in Haiti today
the "underdeveloped" lands, as well as the questions
has deep roots in the historic struggles of the people for
of organization and the Man/Woman relationship.
freedom. It is resolutely opposed to the dehumanizing
Writings in the new book examine these "new moments"
logic of the sweatshop, that iron fist of globalized capital."
in Marx, grasping in them the question of new paths of
The poorest, most oppressed country in the Western
development, new paths to revolution. These categories
Hemisphere reveals the future for large sections of even
provide ground not only for opposing the land takeovers
the most "advanced" countries unless the capitalist
but for projecting a revolutionary vision connecting
form of development is cast aside, making it imperative
existing communal and non-market forms with the
not only to resist but to be armed with a philosophy of
need and prospects for revolutionary transformation in
revolution in permanence.
"developed" and "developing" countries.
continued from p. 7
safety and environmental devastation. The January
strike at Wintek in Suzhou was not only over the threat
of losing bonus pay, but against the killer chemical
n-hexane used to clean the screens destined for Apple.
Recapitulating what Marx labeled "so-called
primitive accumulation" of capital, displaced workers
from rural provinces, "undocumented" without legal
rights, have erected the infrastructure of modern China.
Even as the army of the unemployed has ballooned to
200 million, young workers, especially teenage girls,
have had a lifetime of labor squeezed out of them in just
a decade to fuel 20 years of China's hothouse economic
expansion. As yet another expression of capitalism's
laws of development, state-capitalist China hosting
multinational capital is no model for humanity to follow
if we are to have a future.

Roberto (Bear) Guerra

II. Development:
capitalist accumulation
or revolution?

A. Haiti after the quake

B. The great land grab

The question of different paths of development
is being raised in the midst of a global struggle over
control of land and food production. Land in Africa,
Latin America, Asia and the former USSR is being
taken by foreign investors for industrial agriculture
for export. Often billed as "unused" or "waste" land, it
is generally used by communities, and the takeovers
drive out small farmers, peasants—in many regions the
majority are women—who grow crops for food.
This land grab is sold as a tool for development
because small farmers, particularly in Africa, tend
to produce less grain per acre than the corporate4. Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the
Afro-Asian Revolutions (News and Letters, 1984), pp. 13, 24.

III. War and revolution

"Long before the atom was split and out of it came,
not the greatest productive force, but the most destructive
A-bomb, H-bomb and N-bomb, Marx wrote in these [1844
Humanist] Essays: 'To have one basis for life and another
for science is a priori a lie.' With Hiroshima, we saw what
5. GRAIN, an organization supporting small farmers and social movements, has issued a series of reports on the land
grab, including "Corporate Investors Lead Rush for Control
of Poor Countries' Farmland," Oct. 2009, and "Land Grabbing in Latin America," March 2010, at www.grain.org. See
also "How Food and Water Are Driving a 21st-Century African Land Grab," 3/7/10 Observer.
6. "Agro-Imperialism" by Andrew Rice, 11/22/09 New York
Times Magazine.

a holocaust the lie of separating the reason for being from
the reason for scientific development can become."
			
— Raya Dunayevskaya7

A. Afghan war and Kyrgyz revolt

Capitalism has reached such a crisis as to have
declared a state of permanent war since 2001. Nowhere
is this more pressing than Afghanistan, where in the
wake of the U.S. military victory in the battle of Marjah,
Helmand, in February, the question is: What has been
won? The Taliban are still powerful in the province and
even in Marjah itself are able to threaten and kill those
who cooperate with the U.S. The promised "government
in a box" is still "pretty thin," according to Marine Gen.
Nicholson, who led the assault.8
The tentative progress at a snail's pace in Marjah—a
relatively small test case—raises the question of
how lasting any battlefield victory can be after the
promised June 2011 "beginning" of troop withdrawal.
That is supposed to leave the country in the hands of
the corrupt, despised, and ineffectual government of
President Hamid Karzai—a government antithetical
to democracy, women's rights, and human rights in
general. The Taliban would be no improvement—
contrary to the International Action Center and other
signers of a "Peace for Afghanistan" declaration. It
maintains that the armed "resistance"—that is, the
Taliban's fight against the U.S.—"is a legitimate form
of liberation struggle." Some so-called revolutionaries
do not flinch at labeling as "liberation" even a Religious
Right army whose methods include burning down girls'
schools and throwing acid in unveiled women's faces,
human trafficking and sex slavery, killing hundreds of
civilians each year. The point remains what News and
Letters Committees has affirmed since our founding:
"The necessity for a new society is clear from the
working people's opposition to war. That opposition is
based upon a vision of a new society in which they, to
a man, woman and child, control their own lives. Any
opposition to war which is based on less than this, must
end in capitulation to the warmongers."9
Near Kandahar, where the next big battle looms, a
U.S. convoy fired on a passenger bus on April 12, killing
at least four civilians. Protesters took to the streets in
Kandahar, burning tires and blocking a road. Military
officials had to admit that, despite the new policy aimed
at limiting civilian deaths, convoy and checkpoint
shootings have killed more than 30 people and wounded
80 since last summer, but none of those killed were ever
found to have been a threat.
THE SUDDEN REVOLT in the nearby Central
Asian country of Kyrgyzstan was not directly linked
to the Afghan war, but the war defined its significance
to the U.S. and Russia, both of which have military
bases there. The U.S. depends heavily on its base
for Afghan operations. Sparked by another type of
austerity measure, a big rise in utility prices, the
revolt by the masses was quickly hijacked by Russiabacked politicians who ousted the president but have
no intention of doing anything to end the system of
exploitation beyond possibly reducing the corruption.
The new leaders, who said they wanted to get rid of
the U.S. base when they were in opposition, have
now assured the U.S. it can remain. However, it does
underscore both the instability of what the U.S. is
relying on to conduct its war in Afghanistan, and how
utterly the U.S. disregards the masses' well-being,
materially as well as in terms of democracy and human
rights, in its maneuvers around that war.
Karzai's warm reception of Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, at the very time that parties in
Iraq were jockeying for Iran's favor after their election,
highlights how the two U.S. wars have amplified Iran's
influence in the region. Even Republican members of
Congress quietly told the right-wing Cato Institute that
most Republicans on Capitol Hill now believe the Iraq
war was a mistake.10 More importantly from a human
perspective, the war led to the deaths of hundreds of
thousands of Iraqis, displacement of two million and
untold suffering. It has unleashed sectarian violence in
Iraq and increased the militarization and violence in
U.S. society while leaving 4,400 troops dead and many
thousands more disabled physically or mentally.
Even assuming Obama succeeds in shifting troops
from Iraq to Afghanistan, there is no end in sight for
either the fighting in Afghanistan or the war's extension
to Pakistan and Yemen, with sabers rattling over other
countries such as Somalia and Iran.

B. Nuclear threat remains

Looming over all international relations is the
question of nuclear weapons. The U.S. has stoked the
arms race in South Asia by supplying India with fuel
continued on p. 9
7. From Special Introduction to the Iranian edition of Marx's
1844 Essays, or Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts.
8. "Key Afghan Town Still at Risk, U.S. General Says," by Tony
Perry, 4/12/10 Los Angeles Times.
9. News and Letters Committees Constitution, adopted 1956.
10. "The Iraq War: Still a Massive Mistake," by Malou Innocent, 4/5/10 Christian Science Monitor.
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continued from p. 8
A military attack on the country could swing support
and technology for nuclear power and allowing India
to Ahmadinejad and divert revolutionary impulses. The
to build two new reprocessing plants. That frees up
regime has long exploited the threat from the U.S. and
other plants and resources to make weapons fuel. In
Israel to advance militarization of society and hopes to
response, neighboring Pakistan is in the process of
brainwash the masses by glorifying its "right" to nuclear
greatly expanding its nuclear arsenal.11
arms. That seems to have worked better on leftists
The South Asian arms race was not on the agenda
like Chomsky. U.S. imperialism as enemy number one
of the international Nuclear Security Summit convened
substitutes for a concept of a society on totally new
by President Obama in Washington, D.C. in April. The
human foundations as the determinant for action.
focus instead was on preventing non-state organizations
Rather than being diverted by the reactionary antifrom acquiring nuclear weapons, which Obama called
imperialism of rulers who declare they are standing
"the single biggest threat to U.S. security," though it
up against the U.S., we must pay heed to the way the
has never happened.
workers in Iran are trying to deepen the revolt there.
The truth is that two countries, the U.S. and Russia,
THEY HAVE ALREADY GIVEN the lie to
each possess thousands of nuclear warheads—9,400
commentaries seeking to limit the movement to
and 12,000 respectively, according to Federation of
"democracy," or even "radical democracy." What we as
American Scientists estimates. The arms reduction
Marxist-Humanists see is a revolution that was hijacked
agreement signed in April hardly requires any
by counter-revolution but refuses to die, and instead
disarmament at all, since it can be fulfilled by mostly
is looking for what Marx articulated as revolution in
shifting weapons from deployed to reserve status. The
permanence. (See "Iranian Workers Enter the Fray,"
true direction is shown by the 2011 federal budget,
March-April N&L.) As always, the crucial question for
which is likely to include $7 billion for nuclear weapons
those who oppose war is: Do you stand with the people
research and development—an amount the Obama
fighting for a whole new world on human foundations?
administration wants to increase in coming years.
THE DISARM NOW: FOR PEACE and Human
Needs march in New York on May 2 will draw the
connection between this existential threat to civilization
and the daily impact of the whole nuclear complex,
"The two-fold problematic of our age is: 1) What
from uranium mines to radioactive waste dumps.
happens after the conquest of power? 2) Are there ways
Especially harmed are Indigenous peoples such as the
for new beginnings when there is so much reaction, so
Dine (Navajo), whose territory is the site of many of the
many aborted revolutions, such turning of the clock
uranium mines being opened or reopened for the new
backward in the most technologically advanced lands?"
12
push for nuclear plant fuel production.
— Raya Dunayevskaya14
In addition, three countries—France, China and
The nuclear threat, together with automation's
the UK—have warheads numbering in the hundreds,
role in permanent unemployment, marks 2010's basic
while three more—Israel, Pakistan and India—have
continuity with the stage of production that took hold
arsenals numbering at least in the dozens, and North
in the 1940s. What needs to be grasped as equally
Korea is estimated to have fewer than 10, none of them
objective is the new subjective stage that emerged in our
deployed.
age. To disregard this
Obama's
specific
stage—characterized
warnings
at
the
by the movement from
summit,
however,
practice that is itself a
were aimed at North
form of theory—or to
Korea and especially
consign it to the past,
Iran, and he used it
would rob us of the
to garner support for
ability to grasp and
sanctions on Iran—not
make real the future in
due to human rights
the present.
violations or stolen
World War II was
elections but solely due
not even over when
to its nuclear program.
the atomic bombing
The same is true of the
of
Hiroshima
and
new policies Obama
Nagasaki,
Japan,
announced the previous
revealed a new threat
week regarding use
humanity's very
May Day protest in Iran. Some signs read: "Labor Law, result of our blood," to
of nuclear weapons. "Abolish the law of contracted work," and "Beware, Labor Minister."
existence. Within a few
While it specified that
years coal miners were
the U.S. would not be the first to use nuclear arms in
battling the continuous miner in their 1949-50 general
a conflict with most countries, it explicitly excluded
strike. Dunayevskaya would later make a category of
Iran and North Korea. Thus the threat to these two
automation as a new stage of production, and of the
countries was the most prominent aspect of the nuclear
new stage of cognition arising:
politicking in April. That was not good enough for war
"WHAT WAS NEW IN THIS proletarian revolt
hawks like John McCain, who responded to Obama's
was that, instead of just fighting unemployment and
nuclear policy by stating at a Senate hearing that it is
demanding better wages, the miners were posing
time to "pull the trigger" on Iran.
totally new questions about what kind of labor man

IV. Philosophy as
a force of revolution

C. Iran's freedom movement in
crosshairs of counter-revolution

Iran's nuclear weapons program and the associated
veiled threats of military attack on that country by
Israel or the U.S. drive home the fact that humanity still
lives in the shadow of nuclear war. Iran will not anytime
soon have the world-destroying power of the arsenals of
the U.S. and Russia. Nevertheless, Iran's program to
join Israel in the atomic bomb club is likely to heat up
the arms race in the Middle East, if not globally, and
push it in a nuclear direction. Despite leftists like Noam
Chomsky who are so eager to oppose U.S. imperialism
that they provide excuses for Iran's nuclear arming,13
many in the Iranian freedom movement see the nuclear
program as a weapon against the movement.
MILITARIZATION IN GENERAL and the
nuclear security state in particular have always been
used by the rulers not only to fight the enemy abroad
but to weaken the resistance of the masses at home.
In Iran, the counter-revolutionary regime of Supreme
Leader Khamenei and President Ahmadinejad is
using brutal repression in its effort to extinguish the
freedom movement. And that freedom movement is
explicitly linking itself to the 1978-79 Revolution that
was hijacked in a counter-revolution by this regime's
Islamic Republican predecessors.
What the rulers of Iran and the U.S. can agree on
is the need to avoid a social revolution by the masses.
11. "Agenda of Nuclear Talks Leaves Out a New Threat," by
David E. Sanger and William J. Broad, 4/12/10 New York
Times.
12. See "The New Anti-Nuclear Movement," by Frida Berrigan, Foreign Policy in Focus, 4/16/10.
13. See "Noam Chomsky: Iran Pursuing Nuclear Weapons Out
of Fear," 3/11/10 Harvard Law Record.

should do, and why there was an ever-widening gulf
between thinking and doing."15
This workers' revolt posing totally new questions
signaled a new era of movements from practice that are
themselves forms of theory, soon to expand into East
European revolts against state-capitalist Communism,
the Black freedom movement in the U.S., the revolutions
ushering in a new Third World, the Women's Liberation
Movement, the anti-Vietnam War youth movement.
The new stage in the world called for a new stage
of philosophic development. The philosophic moment
of Marxist-Humanism, Dunayevskaya's 1953 letters on
Hegel's Absolutes, launched that new stage. Hegel is
our "contemporary" because his philosophy was born of
the compulsion from the new stage in the world initiated
by the French Revolution and continued by the Haitian
Revolution.16 Marx had worked out his philosophy of
revolution as the philosophy for the age of proletarian
revolution—and it is still the philosophy of our age.
From the vantage point of our age and its
freedom movements, Dunayevskaya dove into Hegel's
Absolutes and made them a new beginning. In them
she found the new society characterized by the end of
the division between mental and manual labor, and a
dual movement of practice and theory: from practice
to theory and to the new society; and from theory to
practice, reaching for philosophy. As she would put it
14. "A Post-World War II View of Marx's Humanism, 1843-83;
Marxist-Humanism in the 1950s and 1980s," Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' (News and
Letters, 1996), p. 93.
15. "A Post-World War II View..." p. 94.
16. See "Haiti and Hegel," by John Alan, March-April N&L,
and Susan Buck-Morss, Hegel, Haiti, and Universal History
(University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009).

later, "the new for our age was the fact that practice, as
'implicitly the idea,' meant to me that mass practice is
itself a form of theory."17
That is why the form worked out for the new
book of writings on Marx, based on moments of
development of Marxist-Humanism, is so crucial—and
why it is key for one Part of the book to center on the
philosophic moment of 1953 itself. The point is that
the book speaks to the needs of the present moment
of humanity's striving for freedom in a new human
society. It is imperative to listen to and address the
new questions coming from the movement from below.
Marxist-Humanism's development has depended from
its beginnings on hearing those new questions.
DECADES BEFORE THE COLLAPSE of the
"Soviet Union," the transformation into opposite of
the Russian Revolution had become clear to some
revolutionaries. Having helped to strangle the Spanish
Revolution in its civil war against Franco's fascism,
Stalin sent shock waves with his 1939 non-aggression
pact with Hitler's Germany.
In the search for an alternative to Stalinism,
Dunayevskaya developed the theory of state-capitalism
as the nature of Stalin's Russia and a new world
stage, including the New Deal. In today's battle of
ideas, liberals like Robert Reich hold up Roosevelt's
1930s New Deal as a supposed model for combating
capitalist crisis, while much of the Left calls instead
for nationalization of the banks and other types of state
intervention as the solution—showing how necessary
it is to be grounded in a philosophy that does not allow
State planning to substitute for the self-activity of
freely associated labor. The first moment of statecapitalist theory's development draws on Marx's
Humanism—with its critique of alienated labor and of
vulgar communism—on the dialectic, and on the revolt
of workers and Black masses.
The second moment of development is the
philosophic moment of Marxist-Humanism, which
comprehends the movements from practice to theory
and the concept of a new society uniting mental/manual
as a new beginning. It followed the miners' general
strike, with the new questions the miners posed, and
anticipated the 1953 East German workers' uprising,
the very first rebellion under totalitarianism. Crucial
to the course of Marxist-Humanism was singling out
at this moment the negation of the negation—second
or absolute negation—as "the turning point," the
"subjectivity" upon which rests "the transcendence of
the opposition between Notion and Reality."18
THE CONCEPT OF THE MOVEMENT from
practice that is itself a form of theory set the structure
for the book Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until
Today, the heart of the third moment of development.
New stirrings of freedom appeared in the 1956
Hungarian Revolution and the 1955-56 Montgomery
bus boycott, while new attacks on Marx's Humanism
and Hegelian dialectic were coming from Stalinist
Russia. The reality of counter-revolution coming from
within revolution is analyzed in Marxism and Freedom
as an "age of absolutes" preoccupied with the question
of what happens after a revolution, compelling a turn to
Hegel's Absolutes because the question calls for a total
answer. The attraction for today's Left of Venezuela's
statist "Bolivarian Revolution" and the call by President
Hugo Chávez for a new "Fifth International"—one that
counts as a "brother" Iran's President Ahmadinejad
at the very moment of his bloody suppression of
labor and freedom struggles at home—is just one
example of how the collapse of the USSR did not
consign these questions to the past. This moment of
Marxist-Humanism's development includes American
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard and
Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the
Afro-Asian Revolutions, comprehending the new roads
opened by the Black freedom movement in the U.S. and
the African revolutions.
THE FOURTH MOMENT of development
confronts the failure of the 1960s movements to achieve
fundamental social transformation, and the new
questions in its aftermath that showed a "passion for
philosophy" among forces of revolution. The failure
of New Left activity all too separated from theory
made it necessary to make a category of our original
contribution. The central category of Philosophy and
Revolution, needed for this age to reach freedom, is
Absolute Negativity as New Beginning. That explicit
recognition is taken up in "Our Original Contribution
to the Dialectic of the Absolute Idea as New Beginning"
(see this issue, p. 4), one of the pieces slated for the
new book. That contribution further deepened the
analysis of the self-developing Subject in relationship
to the African revolutions, the world economy and
how capitalism's law of value can be transcended. It
continued to develop as the mid-1970s global economic
continued on p. 10
17. A l980's View, The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50
and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S., p. 40.
18. G.W.F. Hegel, Science of Logic (Humanities Press, 1969),
p. 835.
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crisis broke out.
A new, fifth moment arose in the context of the
world crises, the rise of the Third World—with gravely
contradictory revolutions such as Iran's—and the
emergence of the Women's Liberation Movement, raising
new questions about forms of organization and about
the totality and depth of the uprooting needed. That
was developed in the book Rosa Luxemburg, Women's
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, with
its central category of post-Marx Marxism as against
continuation of Marx's full philosophy of revolution
in permanence. Marx's Ethnological Notebooks made
it possible to see new moments of his thought in his
last decade on the relationship between capitalistic
countries and the "underdeveloped" lands, as well as
on the questions of organization and the Man/Woman
relationship. New questions raised there on paths
of development and revolution illuminate today's
struggles, such as the great land grab.
Finally, the question of Dialectics of Organization
and Philosophy was a new moment of development that
was underway at the time of Dunayevskaya's unexpected
death. Marxist-Humanism had from the beginning
rejected the elitist vanguard party. By the 1980s a
number of others had done so too. That did not mean
that the question of organization was settled by hailing
forms of organization that emerged spontaneously from
the revolt from below, even when they were as great as
the decentralized workers' councils of the Hungarian
Revolution. A key question is the meaning of the fact
that what springs from below does not simply get taken
over by the vanguard-type organizations (which do not
always describe themselves as such anymore), but that
they themselves look to be taken over, in their search
for a unity of theory and practice. That this problem is
no less urgent today is seen in the way many who reject
vanguardism and oppose state powers still get sucked
into tailending statist leaders like Hugo Chávez. It is
also seen in the search for forms of organization that
won't get co-opted or transformed from organs of social
movements to organs of the state—as is under debate
in Bolivia today—and in the dialogues on whether it
is possible to change the world without taking power.19
AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE VANGUARD party
had to be worked out. News and Letters Committees
made a unique beginning, still unmatched by other
organizations—including adopting a Constitution
incorporating its philosophy while establishing
decentralized committees for both organization and
newspaper; naming youth, women and Black as
forces of revolution alongside workers; publishing
Dunayevskaya's 1953 Letters on Hegel's Absolutes;
establishing Charles Denby as Black worker-editor.
The newspaper was understood as an indispensable
element of Marxist-Humanist organization from the
beginning, functioning in a way that began to break
down the division between mental and manual labor
without waiting for the needed revolution.
What became clear to Dunayevskaya as she dug
into dialectics of organization and philosophy was that
this thorough break with the elitist party politically and
in form of organization did not in itself establish a full
break in philosophy. This did not mean that what had
been established should be thrown out, and certainly
nothing so vacuous as abstractly declaring the need for
a new form of organization, leaving the concrete details
to emerge from an intellectual's head.
THESE DEVELOPMENTS CULMINATED in
Dunayevskaya's June 1, 1987, presentation, which made
a category of the philosophic moment as determinant
and gave a new vantage point for grasping the body of
ideas of Marxist-Humanism.
What flows from this concept of organization and
philosophy is that our celebration of the centenary year of
Dunayevskaya's birth is not simply about an anniversary
but about projecting the ideas that represent the freedom
philosophy of our age so that they can be concretized as
what gives direction for freedom movements.
The need for this direction is illuminated by what
happens to post-Marx Marxist theoreticians who fail to
grasp the deeply revolutionary nature of the dialectic in
Hegel and its re-creation in Marx.
For instance, Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri—
authors of Empire, Multitude and Commonwealth—
reject the dialectic, and end up disregarding the
transformation into opposite of 20th century revolutions,
which they call victorious; and their aversion to
19. John Holloway's Change the World Without Taking Power
skillfully uses the concept of negation to critique the state
and "scientific Marxism." Holloway discusses how capitalism expresses power-over, or domination, robbing humanity
of the creativity of power-to. However, through the lens of
Adorno's negative dialectics, power-to becomes equated to
anti-power. Though a necessary moment in the confrontation
with power-over, anti-power remains as first negation, cutting power-to off from the second negation, the emergence of
the new, which Marx's expression—"Human power which is
its own end"—captures. Cut off from new beginnings made
on absolute negativity, negative dialectics cannot grasp the
full revolutionary dimension of human subjectivity, and the
possibility of constructing the new.

dialectical mediation means that the question of
what happens after revolution is more or less left up
to practical experimentation by the "multitude." The
conclusion is: "The problem of transition [to a new
society] must be given a positive, nondialectical solution,
leading toward democracy through democracy."
Michael Lebowitz, author of Following Marx:
Method, Critique and Crisis, sees Marx as a theoretician
applying dialectic to a study of capitalism, so he
absurdly concludes that Capital has no place "for living,
changing, striving, enjoying, struggling and developing
human beings. People who produce themselves through
their own activities, who change their nature as they
produce, beings of praxis, are not the subjects of
Capital." Dunayevskaya showed how workers fighting to
remake the world determined the structure of Capital,
so that the chapter on "The Working Day" became the
center of the whole book. After the workers' revolution
known as the Paris Commune, the French edition
singled out the commodity-form as the fetish that needs
to be stripped away to create a new society based on the
cooperative plan of "freely associated labor." Perhaps
his non-comprehension of Marx's re-creation of the
dialectic explains why Lebowitz separates practice
from theory so fully that he touts Hugo Chávez as a
model for revolutionary practice.
What is needed is no truncated dialectic but the
fullness of absolute negativity as new beginning.
Including "Our Original Contribution to the Dialectic
of the Absolute Idea as New Beginning" in the book
calls for being prepared for criticisms from those who
do not recognize the indispensability of the philosophic
moment of the age—who either reject philosophy as
giving direction, as if to discipline oneself by the idea of
freedom is another form of vanguardism; or who raise
the would-be originality issued from their own heads to
the level of an epochal philosophic moment, and would
thereby cut Dunayevskaya and Marx down to their size.
It means stating that even Marx did not indicate that
Absolute Idea has to be dealt with as new beginning,
that it is necessary to begin with the totality; and
making that recognition a point of further development.
It means as well returning to the actual 1953
Letters and the many universals inherent in them,
as well as to the full elaboration of her original
contribution in Chapter 1 of Philosophy and Revolution,
"Absolute Negativity as New Beginning: The Ceaseless
Movement of Ideas and of History."

V. Marxist-Humanist Tasks
for 2010-11

This year we will focus on three crucial tasks.
1. We begin with the task of bringing to completion
the publication of a collection of Selected Writings by
Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx.
The form we have worked out for this collection
follows Marxist-Humanism's development from the
analysis of state-capitalism, through its "philosophic
moment" and the completion of each work of the "trilogy
of revolution," to its assignment for us to work out the
Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy.
In bringing out this book for the world to share in
the concepts created as Marxist-Humanism, we present
it as our intervention into the freedom movements and
the battle of ideas contending today.
2. Our second primary task this year will be to
continue, deepen and expand News & Letters as the
only Marxist-Humanist journal in the world, both as a
print publication and as a website. From its beginning
in 1955, its goal has remained the working out of a unity
of theory and practice, in which the voices from below
of workers, women, youth, people of color and LGBTQ
people are heard unseparated from the articulation of a
philosophy of liberation. In those voices we find the new
passions and forces for reconstruction of society, which
can enrich our ideas if we practice the breakdown of that
most monstrous division, the division between mental
and manual labor. As part of this we will endeavor to
greatly increase access to the body of writings of Raya
Dunayevskaya on the internet.
3. The most urgent of all our tasks remains
membership growth to make possible the carrying out
of our perspectives on the way to revolution and the
creation of a new world on truly human foundations.
Friends and correspondents continue to be important
to our functioning. What is indispensable is acceptance
of organizational responsibility for Marxist-Humanism.
Once again, we hold foremost in our minds the
principle that: "Only live human beings can recreate
the revolutionary dialectic forever anew. And these live
human beings must do so in theory as well as in practice.
It is not a question only of meeting the challenge from
practice, but of being able to meet the challenge from
the self-development of the Idea, and of deepening
theory to the point where it reaches Marx's concept of
the philosophy of 'revolution in permanence.'"20
—The Resident Editorial Board
20. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, p. 195.

Fight the 'injunktion'
Urszula Wislanka / News & Letters
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Oakland, Calif.—On April 22 over 100 people gathered at the courthouse under the banner "Injunktions
equal injustice!" City Attorney John Russo filed a
"gang injunction" against 70 people who have not been
charged with any crime. A hearing was being held on
whether to permit Oakland to give police the power to
suspend the civil rights of people the police suspect of
gang association. The police could arrest "suspected
gang members," determined mostly by racial profiling,
for being on the street after a certain hour, or for meeting on the street with even one other person designated
as a "gang member." A similar injunction in L.A. had
no effect on crime.
Protesters pointed to the need for youth opportunities, not more powers for the Oakland police. Many
carried signs with pictures of victims of police killings.
All Of Us Or None, comprised of former prisoners,
organized the demonstration. They are also pressuring
the Oakland government to "ban the box" on city job
applications that indicates whether a person has ever
been convicted, in effect constituting job discrimination. 			
—Prisoner support activist

New Jim Crow

continued from p. 1
him no better than the police, not letting him be heard.
His conviction was on a trumped-up charge and was
a part of his story. I felt I was right. After all, racial
justice work has a long tradition of carefully screening
who would become the plaintiff in the legal case.
But that does not work now. A few months later
the
"Oakland
Riders" scandal
broke,
and
police planting drugs on African-American suspects in possibly
thousands of cases was brought to light. One of those
named was the officer whom the young man identified
as having framed him. He was right, and I was wrong.
More African-American men are under the
criminal justice system's control than were enslaved in the 1850s, before the Civil War. The majority of African-American men have a criminal
record, locking them into a second-class structure for life. We use the criminal justice system
to label people of color "criminals" and then proceed to discriminate against them in all the ways
we did in the past...
But it is only in the last 30 years that the prison
population has quintupled. Over two million people are
now under the control of the criminal justice system,
and a million people are employed by it.
The drug war, not crime, is the engine of incarceration. The goal of the drug war is not to weed out
drug "kingpins" or violent offenders, as we are told.
Local law enforcement gets rewarded for the number
arrested, not the kind of offense they commit.
The drug war has been waged almost exclusively
in communities of color, even though study after study
shows that drugs are available just as much in the
white communities...
There are many similarities between Jim Crow
and mass incarceration as a system of racial control:
• many states deny felons the right to vote
• employment discrimination: not only can't you
get a job, but many professional licenses, such as
for barbers, have such restrictions, too
• not only can felons not get assisted housing, relatives risk eviction if they dare to have them stay
• public assistance, food stamps, healthcare, and
many other benefits are not available to a felon
The system is designed to return you to prison,
and 70% of former prisoners do return, usually within
a couple of months.
Nothing short of a broad-based social movement
can address this problem. Such a movement has to be
multi-racial: Latinos and women, especially women of
color, are the fastest growing segment of the prison
population. If we don't create care and compassion
across racial lines, then, even if this system collapses,
we will recreate it in another form.
We can't wait for a movement to arise and then
join it. It has to begin with us. We have to break the
silence. There is such a stigma attached to being in
prison that it is hard to talk about your own or your
loved one's criminal history. We have to start talking
about it in all communities, to all audiences.

BLACK/REDVIEW

Hondurans fight back

The June 28, 2009, military coup in Honduras and
the brutal repression ever since, made plain the ruthless backlash in store for those who move to alter the direction set by capitalism's laws of development. Despite
Obama's verbal opposition to the coup, the behemoth
to the north effectively supported it by continuing the
training of the Honduran military and looking the other way as the illegitimate regime committed monstrous
human rights violations in suppressing the resistance
from below. (See "Eyewitness Report on Honduras Resistance," Oct.-Nov. 2009 N&L.) Going against many
Latin American countries from Mexico to Brazil, the
U.S. recognized the government of President Porfirio
Lobo, elected illegitimately under the coup regime.
Lobo has put the full force of the state behind the
expropriation of peasant farmers in the Bajo Aguan
area. On April 10, 3,000 military troops and police
were mobilized on the eve of negotiations over 20,000
hectares (almost 50,000 acres) of land "bought" (read:
snatched) from cooperatives in the 1990s through
bribes and assassinations.
Some 3,500 dispossessed farming families from
the cooperatives, formed the Movimiento Unificado
Campesino del Aguan (Unified Peasant Movement of
Aguan, or MUCA). Their lawsuits, peaceful protests
and land occupations culminated in a negotiation process, which achieved an important agreement under
President Manuel Zelaya two weeks before he was overthrown in the 2009 coup. Under the agreement, allegations of coercion and fraud in the land sales were to
be investigated. Land subject to illegalities in the sales
process would be returned to the cooperatives.
After the coup the accords were not implemented,
so on Dec. 9, 2009, the MUCA began reoccupying the
farms they had been driven from. President Lobo presented a new proposal under which only a portion of
land would be returned, and the peasants would have
to buy that land and then devote half of the land to
African palm, whose produce would be sold only to the
capitalist expropriators, effectively subordinating the
peasants to them.
Lobo's "negotiations" have been carried out in an
atmosphere of military intimidation, assassinations
of up to 12 MUCA members, dozens of eviction orders,
hundreds of arrest warrants, and a media campaign
linking the MUCA to the bogeymen of "terrorism," drug
trafficking, Venezuela, Cuba and the Colombian FARC
guerrillas. But it was the big, exploitative Honduran
landowners who were found by a UN investigation to
have hired 40 members of the right-wing paramilitary
Self Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC), classified as a
terrorist organization by the U.S. government. The UN
report also documented 120 foreign paramilitary mercenaries involved in the coup.
In issuing an alert about Bajo Aguan, Rights Action is calling for international solidarity, particularly
from those in the U.S., whose government is supporting
the Lobo regime and still disregarding human rights
violations. (See "Land Crisis & Repression in Aguán,
Honduras," by Annie Bird, Rights Action, April 2010.)
The MUCA, as one of many creative ways that the resistance continues in Honduras and is challenging existing social relations, needs our solidarity.
—Franklin Dmitryev

Tea party not welcome

Chicago—Activists from many different organizations confronted the reactionary "Tea Party" held here
at noon on April 15. Despite massive publicity, the Tea
Party turnout only numbered about 1,000 people, about
99.9% white.
The ultra-reactionary event featured opponents
of GLBTQ and immigrants' rights, and supporters of
McCarthy-style attacks on alleged "Communists in government."
Meanwhile the counter-demonstrators spiritedly
supported everything the Tea Partiers loathe: civil
rights, legalization for immigrants and an end to La
Migra raids, genuine healthcare reform, and GLBTQ
rights. There were a lot of rainbow flags. There was opposition both to racist attacks on President Obama, and
to Obama's own sellouts on war and healthcare.
One counter-demonstrator supporting immigrants'
rights came dressed as Uncle Sam. After serenading
the Tea Party with a few verses of "Yankee Doodle
Boy," by George M. Cohan, a child of immigrants, she
recited the poem from the Statue of Liberty: "Give me
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming
shore...." "I am the real Uncle Sam," she said.
Another counter-demonstrator said, "I am here because I grew up in Marquette Park, during the time
racism was heavy there, and I know it when I see it.
This is a racist movement." There were a number of
known racists present. One neo-Nazi was run off by
members of Anti-Racist Action and others.
All in all, those Tea Partiers were made to feel
mighty unwelcome. However, the police did allow them
to climb up on the plaza's Picasso statue, which they
would not have permitted other demonstrators to do.
—Gerry Emmett
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'This is no way to run a school'
Hayward, Calif.—I teach world history to seventh
graders. The East Bay community is ethnically diverse,
mostly working class, and to a great extent immigrant.
The current economic crisis has hit Hayward hard,
with one major employer, Mervyn's, laying off massive
numbers of employees. Hayward has a very real gang
presence, which is felt personally by its families and
young people in particular. My
own school has the largest percentage of immigrant students of
any middle school in the district.
This makes it a great place to be
a teacher but a poor match for No
Child Left Behind's (NCLB) system of "accountability."
The district and my school are
in "PI 5 status": Program Improvement, Year 5. It has been in this
status for more than five years,
and by these measurements, a
school can't get any worse.
My school is subject to various
mandates under the law. An educational consulting firm, at great
cost to the district, determines the
specific details of these mandates.
The goal is to raise standardized
test scores. For example, all of our students, regardless
of their individual performance on the standardized
tests, are required to take two hours of English per day.
As a result, no student has any elective classes, save for
those willing to add an extra hour to their school day to
take choir or band.
From a teacher's perspective, the annual round
of pink slips takes a toll psychically. For my first three
years in the district, I received a pink slip each March.
Indeed, it is normal across the state for new teachers to
be laid off for the first few years of their career, excepting those in high-demand disciplines. This results in
high turnover and an unwillingness for some to become
too invested in a particular school. Teachers without
job security do not form close community relationships

needed to produce an education. My school has faced a
turnover rate of over 50%. This makes reform next to
impossible.
This year, my school faced the possibility of "reconstitution," one possible sanction under NCLB for
schools which persistently do not meet their test goals.
In reconstitution, an entire staff is laid off and the
school reconstituted as a charter
school. Teachers can reapply, but
lose union protection and tenure—
things that ensure a stable faculty.
Research indicates that reconstitution has no positive effect on test
scores.
The prospect of reconstitution
seemed absurd, as by everyone's account things at my site are turning
around. For the first time, the faculty has been relatively stable, and
discipline on campus is the best
it's been in years. I've felt like I'm
teaching at the best school I have
in ages. I spent two weeks with
knots in my stomach over the possibility, not just of losing my job, but
of finding one at a school to which
I was not as attached. Ultimately,
the school board recognized that things were indeed improving at my site and passed us over. Two elementary
schools in the district will be reconstituted next year.
To me the end result of this process—the teaching
to the test, the threat of punitive reforms, the economic
insecurity—is a persistent cynicism. I am very lucky to
be at a school with a fundamentally positive school culture, which is increasingly rare, but I have no trust in
any experts, consultants, or Secretaries of Education.
My students, too, like their school and their teachers—
as much as middle schoolers can be expected to—but
see the school system as a hindrance rather than a help
to their education. This is no way to run a school system, or a society.
—Hayward teacher
Urszula Wislanka / News & Letters
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Public subsidizes private 'affordable housing'
New York City—The extreme scarcity of affordable
housing for workers affects both those looking for new
housing and those who already have it. The overall vacancy rate is only 2.8% and for monthly rents under
$1,300 it is .06%! Over 30% of all NYC renters pay more
than 50% of their income in rent, while 60% of those
whose annual incomes are under $30,000 pay more
than 50%. More than one million affordable housing
units are in private rent-regulated buildings. The loss
of these units through vacancy decontrol far outpaces
the construction of new units. The Pratt Center estimates that 40,000 new "affordable" units may be added
in the next 10 years through tax-subsidized private development. The State Division of Housing reported that
18,000 regulated units were decontrolled in 2008 alone.
At that rate, in the next 10 years, 180,000 affordable
units will have been decontrolled.
The subsidized 421a Program reserves 20% of the
new construction for "affordable" units. Yet none of the
units built sold for less than $650,000. $800 million in
Liberty Bonds went to revitalize lower Manhattan affected by Sept. 11, 2001, yet of the 2,272 units financed,
only 110 were "affordable." Of the Hudson Yards on
Manhattan's West Side 13,000 new units only 616
would be affordable.
Bruce Ratner's 22 acre "Atlantic Yards" in Brooklyn plans to construct 16 luxury towers with 6,430 units
plus an arena for the New Jersey Mets. One third will
be luxury condos and the remaining rentals. About half
of the rentals will be "affordable", but this includes an
annual income up to $131,000 even though the median annual income for Brooklyn is $32,135. Ratner got
eminent domain to demolish small town houses, small
businesses, rent-regulated buildings, and incredibly
low prices to buy land as well as huge public subsidies.
Community residents and activists have been fighting this mega project in the courts and in the streets for
years. New York's political leadership, including Governor Paterson, U.S. Senator Schumer, Mayor Bloomberg, Brooklyn Borough President Markowitz and Attorney General (and gubernatorial hopeful) Andrew
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Cuomo, all showed up in Ratner's support for a groundbreaking ceremony. The sell-out politicos were met by
raucous protesters who disrupted the "celebrations."
Neighborhoods that experience this kind of development become gentrified, motivating landlords who own
smaller regulated buildings to sell or pressure existing
tenants to move. Small businesses often have to move.
Why can't the city and state build truly affordable
housing? Or provide subsidies and tax breaks to nonprofit groups such as unions so that they can build affordable housing, instead of giving private developers
hundreds of millions in tax breaks? In capitalism, profit
takes precedence over any social need whether education, healthcare or housing, and the real estate lobby
largely finances the election of public officials. Publicly
financed housing would lower the extreme demand for
affordable housing, lessening the super profits of landlords.			
—Tom Siracuse
Chair of the Rent Controlled Tenants' Committee
and the Manhattan Local of the NYC Green Party

QUEERNOTES
by Elise
Vigilante mobs in Kenya are beating up people
merely suspected of being LGBTQ, spurred on by Islamic and Christian fundamentalist scholars and leaders, including Bishop Lawrence Chai and Sheikh Ali
Hussein. Chai and Hussein called for an investigation
of The Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) because it provides HIV/AIDS services. Its Mtwapa offices
closed since the anti-gay attacks. The police are arresting the victims of the beatings while the assailants are
allowed to remain free.
***
In late January public health workers, AIDS activists and their friends protested outside the White
House against the inadequacy of President Obama's
proposed minimal HIV funding increases—especially
in light of deep budget cuts on the state level and a
spending freeze announced in his State of the Union
address. "Money for AIDS, Not for War" and "Frozen
AIDS Budget Means Waiting Lists for AIDS Housing
and Treatment" were among the protesters' signs.
***
"I Am Not Immoral" is a video and photographic
campaign against the Philippine government's decision
to bar the Ang Ladlad party from running in the 2010
elections because it is "immoral." Ang Ladlad seeks human rights and equality for all, including Transsexual,
Intersex, Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual people. Their campaign seeks to raise awareness and reverse the false
notion that GLBT people are immoral and to force the
government to let Ang Ladlad run in the elections.
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Israelis, Palestinians oppose Netanyahu

by Gerry Emmett
The Israeli government of Benjamin Netanyahu
has been a disaster for the country. Entering office in
the wake of the brutalizing war on Gaza, it has been
marked by an escalating war of words with the discredited Iranian government of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
which threatens to erupt into real war. It has also fostered an atmosphere of McCarthy-style attacks on the
Israeli left and human rights groups by right-wing outfits like Im Tirtzu which developed from the Gaza war.
Netanyahu himself has attacked Breaking the Silence, an organization which collects eyewitness testimony of Israeli soldiers who have seen or participated in the abuse of Palestinians. These attacks on the
Israeli left are made more urgent, from Netanyahu's
viewpoint, by the real possibility that a recent upsurge
in Palestinian grassroots, non-violent protests might
presage a new Intifada.
There are some hopeful signs that the Israeli
left may be reviving and forging links with grassroots Palestinian activists. On March 9, thousands of Palestinian, Israeli and international
peace activists came together in Sheikh Jarrah in
support of Palestinians threatened with eviction
and home demolitions. At the same time, leftist
Israeli Knesset members called for the removal
of illegal Israeli settlers from East Jerusalem and
for respect of Palestinian residents' rights.
It was the first large demonstration in Sheikh Jarrah not to be met with police violence. The Israeli High
Court of Justice recently ruled that such gatherings
were legal, a blow to the police. The demonstration had
a festive atmosphere, complete with music. (However,

one activist, Michael Solsbury, was arrested the next
day for "suspicion of rioting.") This is the spirit of peaceful co-existence that the current Israeli government
can't accept, and it is where hope for the future may
yet exist. As evicted Palestinian resident Nasser Ghawi
said, "The Jerusalem Municipality has confiscated our
family's tents 16 times. We have no more tents to live
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Youth protesting at Nabi Saleh

in, but maybe if Israelis continue to support us we may
be able to return home."
Many on the Israeli left have been shocked into
activity by recent violence against Palestinians. There
have been serious clashes with police around the Al
Aqsa and Ibrahimi mosques with dozens injured and
arrested. This violence continues. On March 26, in
Bil'in, Palestinians and Israelis, demonstrating against
the wall, were met with tear gas and shock grenades,

People's Climate Summit and protests in Bolivia

We are, above all, fed up with the hypocrisy of rich
countries, which are leaving us without a habitable
planet while making pompous speeches to cover up their
heist. . . . The rights of human beings and the rights of
nature are two names of the same dignity.
—Eduardo Galeano

As we go to press, the World Peoples' Summit on
Climate Change and Rights of Mother Earth is taking
place in Bolivia. Called by President Evo Morales after the disastrous failure of the Copenhagen Climate
Summit (see "Copenhagen climate summit sabotages
humanity's future," Jan/Feb 2010 N&L), the People's
Summit is supposed to present an anti-capitalist alternative coming from the Global South.
"We believe that there are two paths in this time
for proposals and action," reads the program for the
Summit. "Either we continue down the path of capitalism and death, or we advance on the path of the world's
people and the native nations for the harmony with nature and the Culture of Life."
The 17 working groups of the conference range
from Climate Migrants to Dangers of Carbon Markets.
In addition, many of the 15,000 environmental activists
from around the globe are putting on hundreds of "selfcalled events."
While there is no doubt about the anti-capitalist focus of the event, the most difficult challenge is: How to leave capitalism, economically,
politically and socially? What ideas and actions
can move in that direction and create an emancipatory alternative?
Take Bolivia. The uprooting change of the last decade, led by Indigenous social movements, has remade
the political map of Bolivia. Indeed, the days leading
up to the Summit were the 10th anniversary of the
great 2000 water war in Cochabamba, a catalyst of Bolivia's transformation. Yet today, the Bolivian masses
are experiencing how difficult it is to transform political changes—represented by the overthrow of the old
regime, the election of Morales, the first Indigenous
president, and a "progressive" Congress—into significant economic and social transformation.
While the People's Summit is happening, an important protest is taking place at the silver-lead-zinc
San Cristóbal mine located in the central Potosi region
of Bolivia. The mine, owned by a Japanese company,
Sumitomo, signed a contract with the Morales government in 2007 to begin operation. Sumitomo came in
and promised development, but improvements have not
happened. The protesters, residents of the area, object
to this agreement and are blocking roads and a railway,
so that the ore from the mine cannot be transported.
Sumitomo is one of the companies hoping to get a
concession to develop Bolivia's vast lithium deposits.
Lithium is used in batteries for electric vehicles.
But this raises the question: How can Bolivia escape the vicious capitalist trap it has endured ever
since the Potosi silver mines of the 16th century, when
Indigenous slave labor supplied Spain, and thus Europe, with massive amounts of silver? Is lithium to be
the new silver extraction from Bolivia?
The question of "What Happens After?" the social
rebellion overthrows the old regime, weighs heavily on

today's Bolivia, still caught in the web of capitalism.
When it cannot be otherwise in a small impoverished
country, where are paths forward?
Today the social forces from below—who created
the new revolutionary moment in Bolivia over the past
decade—find themselves struggling, not alone with the
neo-liberal form of capitalism seeking to maintain its
dominance, but with the state-form of their own Morales-led government and congress. To be sure they
still support Morales and to a lesser extent his coalition, MAS.
But the social movements are demanding their
independence. Their demand for a constitutional assembly from below was transformed into writing a new
constitution by party representatives. The social movements are questioning the depth of changes within Bolivia—whether the government will take concrete actions that truly match the anti-capitalist rhetoric.
Thus Bolivia, with its dramatic, 2000-2010 transformations, is surely the correct place to hold an alternative climate change conference to confront capitalism's destructive expansion that damns humanity and
nature. It is as well, the place that can show us how
deep and ongoing is the needed social change, not alone
against capitalism, but for a new human world.
—Eugene Walker

and an Israeli youth was beaten by soldiers. Similar
situations occurred at recent demonstrations against
the wall in Nil'in, Nabi Saleh and Al Ma'sara, where
demonstrators expressed solidarity with local activist,
Omar Ala-Din, who had been brutally beaten after being recognized by soldiers at an army checkpoint a few
weeks earlier. Ala-Din, returning home from a theater
performance in Ramallah, had been kicked, punched
and shocked with a taser. The support march in Al
Ma'sara, which included an Israeli-Italian samba band,
ended peacefully.
An Israeli judge criticized the army for its treatment of Ala-Din, and he is considering a lawsuit.
Also, in Qalandiyah and Nabi Saleh Israeli police
responded to protests against closed checkpoints by firing tear gas and rubber bullets indiscriminately into
traffic. A number of injuries resulted.
The Israeli government is designating areas like
Bil'in, with ongoing protest movements, as closed military zones, creating grounds for more violence. In the
words of lawyer Gaby Lasky, "This is yet another illegal measure taken by the Army, which makes ill use of
its authority in order to suppress dissent and infringe
on the already volatile freedom of speech in the Territories. Closed military zone orders are not meant to
deal with demonstrations, which are clearly in the civic
rather than the military realm."
The governments of Israel, Iran and Saudi Arabia and other reactionary powers are playing a vastly
dangerous game. A reviving Israeli left and a growing
grassroots Palestinian struggle, together with the opposition in Iran, constitute a regional anti-war movement.

Thailand

The "Red Shirts" protest movement in Thailand occupied parts of the capital and dozens were killed and
injured in clashes with security forces, causing a political crisis. The government of Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva, once a "reformer" himself, faces the United
Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) which
is led by billionaire former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra. In that regard it is a struggle among different elements of the Thai ruling class.
However, many poorer people have been active as
"Red Shirts." Thailand is a country of gross inequalities, with a growing working class in auto and other
industries. Workers and peasants have been hit especially hard by the world economic crisis. Their occupation of the tony Ratchaprasong shopping district is
heavily symbolic.
Both Thaksin and Abhisit have shown that they do
not have the interests of poor workers and peasants at
heart. The potential does exist for the situation to go
beyond their control, as more of the poorest sections of
the Thai people are drawn into the continuing protests.
When this began to happen a year ago, Thaksin and
the UDD called off protests. The Thai people confront
a world stage of state-capitalism, represented in both
factions of the ruling class, and ultimately will need to
go beyond that perspective to articulate their independence.
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