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Detroit—The second U.S. Social Forum (USSF) 
drew over 10,000 participants, mostly young activists 
against capitalist globalization, to Detroit June 22-26. 
People chose from over 1,000 workshops and 50 Peo-
ples' Movement Assemblies, continuous cultural pro-
gramming, tours of Detroit 
focused on the city's labor 
and abolitionist history, 
environmental justice, ur-
ban agriculture, and ac-
tions ranging from a march 
for "clean air and good 
jobs" to one commemorat-
ing the civil rights march 
led by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., in 1963.

The openness of so 
many young activists ener-
gized dialogue and discus-
sion in workshops and at 
literature tables. 

A major achievement 
of the Forum was the coalescence of "excluded work-
ers"—recent immigrants, domestic workers, farmwork-
ers, cab drivers, and others not covered by the labor 
protections won by industrial workers in the 1930s. It 
was spearheaded by the National Domestic Workers' 
Alliance which had emerged from the USSF in Atlanta 
in 2007. Noteworthy were the 30+ "Detroit Highlight-
ed" workshops by Detroit organizations whose presence 
told everyone, loud and clear, that another Detroit is 
here and now and moving forward.

It was striking that so many youth wanted to find 
out about Left ideas and Marxism. People from Detroit 
were looking to see if the USSF was something that 
could help their city. Many who stopped by our litera-
ture table wanted to find out about Marxist-Humanism 
and Raya Dunayevskaya. 

An example of the innovations at some of the work-
shops was a great one on environmental justice, done by 
teenagers from the Bay Area—one Latino, one Black, 
and one Chinese all from different groups, chaired by a 
13-year-old who pointed out: "I'm the youngest facilita-
tor in the whole Social Forum." Thousands of people 
were brought together, including white middle-class 
Leftists, excluded workers, young anarchists and coun-
ter-cultural types. And though they were all excited to 
be at the same place, one could feel that the barriers 

were still there. They are there, but not together. This 
is a problem the Left has yet to solve. 

The Social Forum developed from the anti-global-
ization movements against capitalism and has been 
a "lens to help us see the world that we do want." As 

the Social Forum movement 
emerged against the global-
ization of capitalism, it oppos-
es the hierarchical hegemonic 
power structure of world 
capitalism, and has bent over 
backwards not to congeal into 
a similar structure. But build-
ing a new human society is ex-
tremely complex and requires 
what Marx called: "human 
power, which is its own end." 
We will have to concretize 
that concept in a new society. 

—Marxist-Humanist 
participants

•
Workers' rights are human rights

This USSF workshop, facilitated by Jaribu Hill of 
the Mississippi Workers' Center For Human Rights, 
brought together excluded workers from across the 
country. Excluded workers are those like domestic and 
farm workers, who are not covered by OSHA although 
they work with harsh cleaning and pesticide chemicals, 
hazardous to health.

The participants included domestic workers in 
New York, who shared a story of winning a court battle 
against abusive employers by publicly shaming them 
with well-supported picket lines, as well as the Coali-
tion of Immokalee Workers from Florida, who described 
their ongoing battle against tomato growers who still 
practice outright slavery.

Workers from Mississippi catfish processing plants 
described how their employers are using the current 
economic crisis to take back human rights won by work-
ers there over the last decades. And organizers from 
New Orleans told of the continuing effects of neglect in 
post-Katrina devastation.

The sharing of stories is a reflection of the solidarity 
that is happening already and is an effort to strengthen 
that solidarity among all workers. The workshop ended 
with an exchange of the promise to "be there" for the 
next stage of the struggle in all these areas.

—Urszula Wislanka

N&L at the U.S. Social ForumU.S. get out of 
Okinawa now! 

Okinawa—July 23 was the 65th Memorial Day of 
the End of War in Okinawa. We call July 23 "Memorial 
Day." All schools and offices in Okinawa are closed, be-
cause one fourth of the civilian population of Okinawa, 
about 200,000 common people, were sacrificed by the 
War from the end of March till the end of July 1945.

The new Japanese Premier, Naoto Kan, came for 
this ceremony and said that he will keep the agree-
ment with the U.S. government on the construction of 
a disputed new U.S. military base in Okinawa. Former 
Premier Hatoyama promised the Japanese people, es-
pecially in Okinawa, that the U.S. base will not be con-
structed here but outside of Japan, or at least outside 
of Okinawa. 

The U.S. Secretary of Defense, Robert M. Gates, 
forced the Hatoyama administration to build the new 
base in the sea of Henoko in Okinawa as promised by 
the old Japanese administration of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party. He rejected bringing the U.S. base out of 
Japan. The other proposed prefecture would not accept 
the U.S. base. Hatoyama became hopeless and agreed 
to keep the base in Okinawa, but he resigned on the 
spot.

Mr. Naoto Kan made a speech at the ceremony and 
said: "I apologize to all Japanese citizens that many 
U.S. military bases are still concentrated in Okinawa. 
But, at the same time, I express my gratitude that the 
sacrifices of the Okinawa people contribute to the peace 
and security in the Asia-Pacific area."

Okinawans are very angry. The old agree-
ment to construct a new base at Henoko was 
made in 1996. Okinawans resisted for 14 years 
with a sit-down movement on the seaside and in 
the sea. On April 25 we made a big rally of more 
than 90,000 people. Mr. Kan's speech neglected 
the long struggle and the spirit of the Okinawan 
people. Therefore, what he said in his speech was 
a heavy humiliation to us.

We can say almost the same words to Mr. Barack 
Obama. He made a speech in Japan before the U.S. 
Army where he said, "I respect you, that you are serv-
ing for peace in Asia." At that time, I was disappointed 
in him. Mr. Kan as well as Mr. Obama express their 
recognition that the U.S. Army contributes to peace in 
Asia. 

We have a completely different recognition 
from our own experiences that the U.S. Army is 
always the menace to our human rights and dig-
nity in daily life.

The U.S. Army in Japan is not for peace and friend-
ship but, on the contrary, it destroys our autonomy in 
the province and the friendship between the Japanese 
and American people. Therefore, I hope the U.S. people 
open their eyes to look at this reality and recommend 
your government withdraw the U.S. Army from Japan 
and from other Asian countries for the sake of peace 
and security for the Asia-Pacific people.  

—Eiko Asato

Students, workers 
strike in Puerto Rico

Aquadilla, Puerto Rico—After over 50 days, the stu-
dent/worker strike at the University of Puerto Rico was 
successfully ended this past month. Nearly all of the 
demands were won, but then the administration went 
back on its word to not persecute the strike leaders. 

Students, professors, administrative staff, janitors 
and maintenance staff were all on strike over a rise 
in tuition, an extra quota for new students, cutbacks 
in pay, and other workplace issues. The situation was 
similar to the University of California, Berkeley, strike. 
Students effectively took over the main campus in Rio 
Piedras, as well as other campuses around the island. 
The University administration has been trying to apply 
the "ley 7" (see March-April 2010 N&L, "Workers fight 
ley 7"). Law 7 has neoliberal measures to cut spend-
ing by cutting social services, including education. The 
governor of Puerto Rico had money for a big cocktail 
party for his corporate and political friends, where the 
students immediately mounted a picket line of protest-
ers, but there is no money for education.

The University of Puerto Rico is the only institution 
of higher learning that low-income students can afford. 
The neoliberal policies of the local colonial government 
would change that by privatization. The striking stu-
dents, professors and staff held firm, giving a lesson in 
how to carry out a struggle. The students maintained 
the campuses clean and secure, and gave seminars on 
labor law, civil rights, history, music, art, and theater. 
This was organizing from below. 

Now the administration is going forward with 
court actions against the students. This has put the 
agreement that ended the strike in danger. The strike 
could be renewed.

Another horrible problem here has been a war on 
women, especially in June. Thirteen women have been 
brutally murdered by their spouses or ex-spouses in a 
wave of "machista" violence since January. In June, five 
women were murdered—one set on fire with gasoline, 
another shot and killed while she was making break-
fast for her five-year-old son who witnessed the murder. 

Neoliberal austerity; a narco-war similar to Mexico 
where every morning the streets are left with mostly 
young men shot, sometimes burned in their cars; hate 
crimes against gays on the rise; and now violence 
against women—it has all become epidemic. This kind 
of news does not get attention from the mainland me-
dia. Scaring the nice tourists would be bad for business.

—Teofilo

refusing service based upon racial or other bigotries. 
Implicit in the radical right's threat is a threat to 

workers as well. Employers would look forward to being 
unconstrained by union agreements, or indeed any re-
strictions. The defense of BP by many of these tin-hat-
ted Tea Party candidates should be enough to show the 
logic of their political thrust. Along with that, there is a 
dire threat to women's rights—Rand Paul and the oth-
ers openly deny a woman's right to an abortion, in the 
name of fundamentalist religious fanaticism.

This represents not only a desire to roll back 
history, but to destroy it entirely—to wipe out 
even the memory of people's genuine struggles 
for freedom. Arizona bill HB 2281 would outlaw 
ethnic studies in schools, and Texas officials have 
attempted to erase even as mainstream a figure 
such as Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall from their history texts. Real history would 
be replaced by the unspeakably racist fantasies 
of the Tea Parties, which picture the U.S. with-
out Black people—even President Barack Obama 
isn't considered a legitimate citizen—and with-
out the crime of slavery. They aim to present U.S. 
history without the genocide perpetrated on Na-
tive Americans.

The rise of a right wing which does not scruple 
even at neo-fascism is frighteningly reminiscent of the 
former Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. The attempted 
genocide, the "ethnic cleansing," had not yet begun in 
earnest. But all the ideas were in the air and the guns 
were already finding their willing hands. It would hard-
ly be possible to count all those who have died fighting 
against the historic forces represented by this toxic rise 
of neo-Nazis, neo-Confederates, and "white national-
ists." And now there are neo-Nazis with guns at the 
border. This must be stopped.      

—Gerry Emmett

U.S. racism rising
continued from p. 1
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Protesters marched in New York on June 12, the anniversary of last 
year's fraudulent election in Iran and the murderous repression against 
the opposition. Slogans included Freedom for Iran; Down with the Dicta-
tor;  Political Prisoners Should Be Set Free; and No Sanctions on Iran, 
Human Rights for Iran.

Chicago—Demonstrators gathered on North Michi-
gan Ave. June 12 to protest the continued bloody re-
pression in Iran, one year after the stolen election that 
brought millions into the streets at risk of death. Our 
picket-line signs demanded the end of theocracy and 
dictatorship and demanded freedom and rights for stu-
dents, workers and women. We held graphic remem-
brances of martyrs hanged, beaten or shot to death like 
Neda Agha-Soltan. Response from passersby was posi-
tive—one young man even joined us from the streets. 

One marcher told us that, contrary to the bour-
geois media, the Green Movement is alive and vigorous. 
Commenting on the debate within N&L about the role 
of Iranian workers, he said, "The movement does not 
belong to anyone. It includes students, workers, teach-
ers, and radicals, and no one has the right to exclude 
other groups' demands. It is mainly the youth, and they 
are not stopping."

This was demonstrated by the general strike May 
13 in Iranian Kurdistan, the largest since 2005. A num-
ber of cities came to a halt in protest of the executions of 
five Kurdish workers and activists. On the anniversary 
itself, clashes with security forces broke out in Tehran. 
Clearly, the struggle for freedom remains alive in the 
hearts of Iran's women, students, and workers.

—News & Letters marchers

Freedom for Iran!
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Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop-
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them-
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi-
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activi-
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 

National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907–
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu-
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu-
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa.

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be-
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 

to reveal and further develop the revolu-
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection—Marxist-Hu-
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De-
velopment.

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com-
prehension of her creation and develop-
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres-
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free-
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 

and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx-
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du-
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con-
cretizing this body of ideas for our time.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com-
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici-
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim…to 
promote the firmest unity among work-
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa-
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees.

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

WORLD   VIEWIN Deadly Middle East gamble
 

by Gerry Emmett
It would be interesting to know what kind of "states-

manlike" theatrics Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, U.S. President Barack Obama, and Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan might have had 
in mind for the morning of June 1, 2010. Whatever they 
might have been aiming for was literally blown out of 
the water by the May 31 massacre of nine Turkish and 
U.S. activists on the Mavi Marmara, part of the Gaza 
freedom flotilla supported by the Turkish government. 

The brutal killings by Israeli commandos revealed 
the high stakes in current Middle Eastern politics, and 
the way events can easily spiral out of the control of 
the players. It was unplanned, and it was inevitable. 
Netanyahu was forced to cancel his White House visit, 
and Erdogan recalled the Turkish ambassador to Israel 
and canceled some military cooperation with Israel. 
The world's justified anger and disgust in the end is 
forcing both Israel and Egypt to relax their inhuman 
blockade of Gaza—which is a tremendous achievement 

of the freedom flotillas.
It now becomes vital to see the forces in play clear-

ly. The friendly tone of Netanyahu's July visit with 
Obama, the behind-the-scenes meetings between Israeli 
and Turkish officials, and the Obama administration's 
renewed call for an Israel-Palestinian Authority agree-
ment signal a return to the pre-massacre program.

It is unlikely that Turkey would wish to break 
its alliance with the U.S. It is very likely that Turkey, 
which is becoming more regionally assertive under Er-
dogan's Islamist regime, is being set up as an alterna-
tive to Iran as patron of Gaza's Hamas government. 
Saudi Arabia is too obviously committed to anti-Irani-

an positions to play that part. The U.S. would thus gain 
more leverage over all parties. 

The great threat in the region remains an Israeli 
attack upon Iran, with the pretext of stopping Iranian 
development of nuclear weapons. It would be an insane 
act, but Netanyahu, in particular, seems to be follow-
ing the logic of Israel's 2008 war on Gaza to its conclu-
sion—an ultimate confrontation with Ahmadinejad's 
Iran which he imagines would "pacify" Israel's external 
enemies. What he may be doing is undermining every 
aspect of Israeli society that would allow it to exist in 
peace. From the Iranian "enemy," to the Palestinian in 
Gaza or the West Bank, to the Palestinian citizen of 
Israel, to the Israeli Left, to what remains of Israeli 
democracy itself, this could only end in disaster.

Doubtless the "statesmen" involved don't see things 
this way. As they did with the Mavi Marmara, they are 
likely willing to gamble.

Kyrgyzstan in crisis
Tens of thousands of Uzbek refugees, threatened 

with loss of citizenship if they didn't participate in a 
constitutional referendum, were forced to rush back to 
Kyrgyzstan in mid-June. This left tens of thousands 
once again without food or shelter. The UN followed be-
hind them with tent shelters and food aid in a surreal 
chase across borders.

The new Constitution which establishes a parlia-
mentary democracy was passed, but now will function 
against a background of deep divisions.

The refugee crisis began when ethnic violence 
that broke out in Kyrgyzstan's second city of Osh on 
June 11 quickly spread and resulted in the internal 
displacement of up to 300,000 Uzbeks, with 100,000 
more crossing the border into neighboring Uzbekistan 
as refugees. Thousands, mainly Uzbeks, were killed in 
pogroms that saw entire neighborhoods burned to the 
ground and looted of anything which might have been 
left. Besides ethnic Kyrgyz gangs there were also re-
ports of Kyrgyz military forces joining in the assault. 

The Kyrgyzstan government, which came to power 
only months ago, blamed the violence on supporters of 
the former government of ousted President Kurmanbek 
Bakiyev. The attacks have driven a deep wedge of anger 
and suspicion between majority Kyrgyz and minority 
Uzbek communities. As elsewhere, this kind of "ethnic 
cleansing" is aimed to destroy whatever potential for 
social progress exists in the wake of mass movements—
in this case, a movement against utility price increases 
imposed under Bakiyev, who had himself been brought 
to power as a result of the 2005 "Tulip Revolution."

Interim head of government Roza Otunbayeva 
asked Russian President Medvedev to send peacekeep-
ing troops. This was refused, although Russia did send 
a battalion of troops to defend its military base in the 
country. Both Russia and the U.S. have air bases, with 
the U.S. base considered vital to the war in Afghani-
stan. The Russians consider Kyrgyzstan as a part of 
their own sphere of influence. Neither will put the in-
terests of the people of Kyrgyzstan ahead of their own 
military desires. Otunbayeva's call for European troops 
has also gone unheeded.

Unfortunately, the current government has only 
succeeded in militarizing Kyrgyz society itself, along 
the most reactionary lines that can be imagined. This 
doesn't bode well for the future.

G-20 Summit class war
The violence perpetrated by Canadian police 

against demonstrators at the G-20 June summit in 
Toronto—tear gas, plastic and rubber bullets, 900 ar-
rested, close to $1 billion spent on security—was little 
in comparison to the violence planned and presently 
being carried out against the working class and poor 
across the globe. This most recent meeting, first of the 
super-big G-8, and then of the 20 largest economies, the 
G-20, decided to take the next step in what is termed 
"rebalancing" the economy—cutting government defi-
cits through reduction in unemployment benefits, re-
structuring worker pensions, raising the retirement 
age, firing workers, cutting hard-won social benefits, 
etc. "Deficit reduction" in a time of severe economic cri-
sis is one more way of seeking to resolve capitalism's 
non-viability on the backs of the vast mass of humanity, 
as against the tiny minority of bankers, industrialists, 
energy capitalists, and the state, which represents and 
coordinates these new draconian financial efforts. 

With the near-total financial collapse, capital 
sought to "resolve" the crisis with a massive rescue of 
financial institutions with billions of government dol-
lars despite the reckless actions of the financial com-
munity. Crucially, the majority of the G-20 decided no 
further economic stimulus is necessary—despite high 
unemployment in many parts of the world. Instead, 
they claim capitalism will "grow" itself out of this latest 
crisis.

As important as were the protests in Canada, the 
crucial struggles are those ongoing in Greece and other 
parts of Europe where what is left of European welfare 
benefits, hard-won through decades of social struggle, 
is being dismantled. The class-based response to the 
Toronto G-20 Summit has yet to fully unfold.       —E. W.

Guinea's election
The world press is hailing Guinea's "first free elec-

tion in 52 years." These elections come after decades 
of dictatorial rule in Guinea—the first vote not under 
the bayonet of the army. A run-off is scheduled for mid-
July between the two leading candidates—one, Cellou 
Dalein Diallo, long-time Prime Minister under the pre-
vious dictator, Lansana Conté; the other, Alpha Conde, 
long in exile, and supposedly close to French interests, 
the one-time colonial occupier and exploiter. 

While free elections are welcome, we are far from 
the great promise of a new pathway opened toward so-
cial liberation during the African Revolutions in 1960, 
"the Year of Africa." Guinea stood out in both its con-
crete actions and at projecting an emancipatory vision. 
In 1958, two years before the year of the African revolu-
tions, tiny Guinea had dared to say "No!" to De Gaulle's 
France, seized its independence, breaking fully from 
France's "benevolent" neo-colonialism. De Gaulle's re-
sponse was to cut off completely any support for Guin-
ea. It was left in an isolation of deep impoverishment. 

In those first moments of independence, Guinea's 
leader in the struggle, the revolutionary Ahmed Sék-
ou Touré, espoused a Marxism joined with an African 
humanism: "It can...be said that African unity offers 
the world a new humanism essentially founded on the 
universal solidarity and cooperation between people, 
without any racial and cultural antagonism and with-
out narrow egoism and privilege." Raya Dunayevskaya 
characterized the African revolutions as opening "a new 
page in the dialectic of thought as well as in world his-
tory." However, Touré separated himself from the cre-
ativity of the African masses, betraying any emancipa-
tory vision, and ruled Guinea with a dictatorial hand. 

What occurred in Guinea has been repeated 
throughout Black Africa. It is of course not the end of 
history. But more than "free elections" will be needed 
for new beginnings in Guinea and in Africa.  

 —Eugene Walker

In response to the Israeli blockade of Gaza, especially the storming of 
ships bringing relief aid, hundreds of protesters closed down a terminal 
at the port of Oakland, Calif., on Jun. 20 to stop the Israeli Zim Shenzhen 
ship from unloading its cargo. Dockworkers honored the picket lines.
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