
The call that was issued by Pelican Bay SHU pris-
oners to end hostilities validated this leap in conscious-
ness amongst prisoners. So our current struggle goes 
far beyond simple cosmetic changes, i.e., color pencils, 
or even natural rights like access to sunlight.

What we are up against is the unvarnished essence 
of living in a capitalist society, a class struggle between 
the prison class vs. the ruling class.

I cannot fathom ending my hunger strike anytime 
soon; this torture has gone on far too long and will not 
continue. We will stop these torturous conditions!

We draw strength from knowing that News & Let-
ters delivered such a powerful article in favor of those 
of us tortured that the state felt the need to censor your 
work. Power to the people!

—Pelican Bay SHU prisoner
*   *   *

July 14, 2013
On July 8, 2013, another hunger strike was 

launched here inside the security housing unit (SHU) in 
an ongoing effort to try to bring an end to the injustice 

Egypt at 
deadly crossroads

“The revolution was not launched in the name 
of an Islamic State, or a military state. Our revolu-

tion was launched in the name of freedom and social 
dignity and social justice…. 

—Mona Eltahawy
The horrific events taking place in Egypt today 

show the dead end of all alternatives to revolution. The 
military, led by Deputy Prime Minister General Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi, has been all too happy to retake power 
and impose capitalist “stability” once again. They have 
declared a State of Emergency and month-long curfew. 

Slaughtering over a 1,000 and injuring many more, 
the military fired automatic weapons into mostly un-
armed crowds, aiming for the head and chest, and posi-
tioned deadly snipers throughout cities. The confronta-
tions between the military and the Muslim Brotherhood 
have become a series of massacres.

No place is safe from the army, the police, and vigi-
lante bands. They have attacked mosques, hospitals 
and morgues. The number imprisoned is unknown. 
Leftists and reporters have been taken as well as mem-
bers of the Brotherhood. 
NOT MORSI OR THE MILITARY

The outcry in Egypt would be greater but the Broth-
erhood, hated by most of the public, has emphasized its 
own reactionary nature through sectarian attacks on 
Coptic churches, and promotion of self-destructive acts 
by its followers. Both sides represent different faces of 
counter-revolution, but at this point only one is well 
armed.

In contrast, the mass demonstrations that forced 
the removal of President Mohamed Morsi on July 3 

racist use of crimes by other Black men to sway the 
jury. She failed to use a peremptory challenge to remove 
Juror B-37, an obvious racist who called the peaceful 
demonstrations in Sanford after Martin’s death “riots.” 

Judge Debra Nelson forbade the prosecution to 
mention racial profiling or to call on a voice expert to 
testify that it was Martin heard calling for help dur-

ing a 911 call, but 
allowed the defense 
to use evidence that 
Martin had a small 
amount of marijua-
na in his system.

Juror B-29—
the sole person 
of color on the 
jury—put it simply 
enough: “George 
Zimmerman got 
away with murder.”
RACISM REIGNS 
IN COURT AND 
OUT

Under the legal 
system’s monstrous 
fiction of colorblind-
ness, jurors are not 
supposed to con-
sider realities such 

as documented racial bias in how “stand your ground” 
laws are used. Nationally, whites who kill Blacks are 
far more likely to be given a free pass under these laws. 
In Florida, 73% of people who killed Blacks receive im-
munity, as against 59% of those who killed whites. Re-
cent cases illustrate this unequal justice:

• Marissa Alexander, an African-American wom-
an in Jacksonville, Fla., who had fired a warning shot 
into the ceiling after being threatened by her husband, 
hurt no one but was sentenced to 20 years in prison last 
year. It was Angela Corey who threw the book at her 
despite Alexander’s husband’s testimony corroborat-
ing her story. The judge would not allow a “stand your 
ground” defense.

• Two weeks after Zimmerman’s acquittal, 
46-year-old white man Michael Dunn asked a carful 
of Black teenagers in Jacksonville to turn their music 
down. Shortly afterwards, he opened fire on the un-
armed teens, killing 17-year-old Jordan Davis, then 
drove off. He now claims self-defense.

• In Winter Springs, Fla., Owen Eugene Whitlock, 
a 62-year-old white man, shot and killed his daughter’s 
boyfriend, Jose Ramirez, in 2009. Ramirez had angrily 
told Whitlock that he would not be disrespected and 
was slowly walking toward him with fists raised. No 
charges were filed.

The vast majority of killings with impunity are 
perpetrated by police. Almost one African American is 

by Franklin Dmitryev
Nationwide protests erupted immediately after the 

outrageous July 13 acquittal of George Zimmerman for 
murdering 17-year-old African-American high school 
student Trayvon Martin last year. Within three days, 
thousands of protesters came out in dozens of cities, 
and a new group 
called the Dream 
Defenders began a 
31-day occupation 
of Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott’s office. 

The Dream De-
fenders are young 
women and men, 
mostly Black and 
Latino/a, including 
some undocument-
ed immigrants. 
They aim to “fight 
the criminalization 
of our generation by 
directly confronting 
the sources, spon-
sors and support-
ers of it.” Their im-
mediate demand is 
for Florida to pass 
the Trayvon Martin 
Act, to ban racial profiling, end the school-to-prison 
pipeline, and repeal the Stand Your Ground pro-vigi-
lante law.

The demonstrations—which were still erupting 
three weeks after the verdict—and sit-ins, conversa-
tions on the streets and on social media, have in com-
mon a multiplicity of demands and a burning desire for 
basic changes to this violent, racist society. (See page 
11 for in-person reports from various cities.)
‘POST-RACIAL SOCIETY’ A LIE

Martin’s murder and Zimmerman’s trial exposed 
how deeply racist U.S. society remains. This “civiliza-
tion” indicted itself and its pretense to be post-racial, 
which is sanctimoniously trumpeted by its legal sys-
tem, from the hallowed heights of the Supreme Court 
down to the police officer harassing people on the 
streets of Harlem.

As a self-appointed gun-toting neighborhood watch 
volunteer in Sanford, Fla., Zimmerman singled out 
Martin because he was a young Black man. Against po-
lice advice, he followed Martin, and ended up killing the 
teenager with a bullet to the chest. After barely inves-
tigating, police released Zimmerman without charge. 

When demonstrations and coast-to-coast outrage 
forced Gov. Scott to bring in a special prosecutor, he 
chose Angela Corey, a political veteran who made a 
show of charging the killer—and then threw the case. 

She failed to use evidence of Zimmerman’s pattern 
of racial profiling but did not challenge the defense’s 
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Constance Malcolm, the mother of police murder victim Ramarley Graham, demonstrates 
for justice that she has yet to find. On Aug. 8, a second grand jury ruled not to re-indict 
Officer Richard Haste who fatally shot the unarmed Graham. She is continuing her fight.

EDITORIAL

Suicide as revolt
by Htun Lin

Workers at the vast Foxconn manufacturing com-
plex in China now struggle against daily torture that is 
not only physical but mental. A new technocratic ruling 
class purveys a bland, calm, Big Brother demeanor as 
the face of a daily torturous war on workers. 

It is a new form of the banality of evil that com-
bines Dickensian work conditions, crowded dormitories 
and a vast bureaucratic maze designed to make young 
individuals feel totally lost and alone when thrust into 
it by circumstances not of their own making.

This is what comes across in a research paper by 
Jenny Chan (The Asia-Pacific Journal, Vol. 11, Issue 
31, Aug. 12, 2013). Chan presents 17-year-old Tian Yu’s 
account of her desperate path leading to a suicide at-
tempt after 37 days of employment at Foxconn which 
left her paralyzed from the waist down from three spi-
nal fractures.
HELL, THY NAME IS FOXCONN

Tian tells of the 12-hour-day drudgery with a sin-
gle day off every second week, working under extreme 
Taylorism where repetitive tasks are timed to the sec-
ond, prolonged exposure to screens causes intense eye 
pain, unpaid compulsory work meetings are held ev-
ery day, and omni-present company slogans harangue: 
“Value efficiency every minute, every second” and 
“Achieve goals or the sun will no longer rise.” Speed-up 
pits workers against each other. Shifts are constantly 
rotated and dormitories are randomly assigned so that 
workers cannot build bonds of friendship.

continued on p. 3

Editor’s note: Days after California prisoners start-
ed a hunger strike at two-thirds of the state’s prisons, 
News & Letters subscribers at Pelican Bay State Pris-
on were notified that the July-August issue had been 
banned. Here are two of their letters:

7-14-13
I recently received a disapproval form stating News 

& Letters’ July-August 2013 issue was censored here at 
Pelican Bay. The form states the reason is that on page 
9 there is an article on the Pelican Bay hunger strike 
and goes on to cite “plans to disrupt the facility” being 
in violation of prison rules.

I read this nonsense and asked a comrade on the 
tier, “They don’t want us to know there’s a hunger 
strike going on?” (It should be noted today marks the 
7th day we are on hunger strike.) These weak excuses 
for censorship are amongst the issues that brought us 
to strike in the first place.

What we prisoners are demanding is of course to 
put an end to torture, but what must be identified is 
that prisoners have consciously acted as a class with 
class interests.

News & Letters banned in Pelican Bay

continued on p. 8
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As a woman and as a feminist, I refuse this binary. 
Because you have to remember that General Sisi, he was 
in charge, he justified the so-called virginity tests when 
Egyptian female revolutionaries were sexually assaulted 
when Tahrir Square was cleared. And when Morsi was 
president, many of his supporters and members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood were completely silent and blamed 
women for sexual assaults. Neither of these sides are 
friends to women’s rights. They are authoritarian and 
they understand each other’s language, which is a lan-
guage of fascism, fascists with god and fascists with 
guns, and they negotiate in blood....

Too many people are so willing to write us off. They 
don’t think we deserve freedom. We deserve to be free 
and Egyptians will be free. But we need to stumble and 
we need to learn and we need to push the fascists aside 
and say you will not derail our path to freedom. And you 
will not continue to define Egypt, because Egypt is all of 
us. Egypt is the military and the Muslim Brotherhood 
but we won’t allow their fascism and their negotiating 
in blood to derail our path to freedom. 

My message to the U.S. administration is: Catch up 
with us because for too long you thought we were just 
plodding along loving this strong-fisted leader. My mes-
sage to General Sisi is: We will not allow another Hosni 
Mubarak and we won’t allow a military junta to ruin 
our aspirations to become free. We deserve to be free.
REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE 

I think what will happen once people realize that 
we’re paying too high a price in blood is that we will re-
member what this revolution is about.…Now Egyptians 
from all levels and all backgrounds understand, have 
seen a revolution begin. It’s not finished, but they’ve seen 
it begin, and they understand that our world counts and 
has real world consequences.

For Egyptian women to experience freedom, the 
revolution has to continue, and for that to happen the 
revolutionaries have to oppose both Morsi and Sisi’s 
bloodthirsty military and fight for the vision of a new 
society that sustained them in Tahrir Square.

Fascisms test women 
by Terry Moon

No one has better reason to despise the Mus-
lim Brotherhood than the women in Egypt who put 
their lives on the line to throw out former President 
Mubarak and experienced the new human relations 
that reigned for 18 days in Tahrir Square. President 
Morsi’s constitution gutted women’s rights and put 
them under religious control. The Brotherhood blamed 
the life-threatening and orchestrated rapes in Tahrir 
Square on the victims, stating that women were “100%” 
responsible for them. It was clear from the beginning of 
his reign that the Brotherhood and Morsi were opposed 
to women’s freedom and self-development.

Clearly, it was not only feminists who wanted 
Morsi and the Brotherhood out of power, as massive 
demonstrations showed. The military knew they were 
making a popular move when they arrested Morsi and 
accomplished their coup. (See Editorial, page 1.)

But now, over 1,000 Brotherhood members and 
supporters are dead in the streets—and a good many of 
the dead are women. The army imposed a state of emer-
gency; military-sanctioned thugs control the streets. 
THE ARMY IS NOT OUR FRIEND

The hopeful and hopelessly naive expression that 
“The army and the people are one hand,” is fatally 
contradicted by what the army did to revolutionar-
ies before Morsi took power: the brutal beating of the 
woman protester who became known as the woman 
in the blue bra; the painful and demeaning so-called 
“virginity tests” cruelly administered by the military to 
punish women protesters; and continuing gang rapes 
the Brotherhood blames on the raped women that often 
include cuttings and beatings. These well-planned and 
executed gang rapes could not continue were it not for 
implicit—if not explicit—approval of the military. 

But even more, that naïve expression is contra-
dicted by what the military is doing now. It is crucial 
that those who fought for revolution speak out against 
General Sisi and his army of thugs. One who is making 
herself heard is Egyptian feminist writer and activist 
Mona Eltahawy. This is what she said in part to Joy-
Ann Reid on MSNBC on Aug. 18 speaking from Cairo:
WE PICK FREEDOM

For the past 60 years we’ve been forced to chose be-
tween these two binaries, neither of which are friends 
to freedom or the revolution. Again, I condemn all kill-
ing and the bloodletting must stop….We had to make 
this false choice last summer when the elections were 
the military junta guy and the Muslim Brotherhood guy, 
but now what we’re seeing, it’s playing out on our TV 
screens, it’s playing out on our streets, horrifically…. 

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

WOMAN    REASONAS

In Turkey, demonstrations were held against an Is-
lamist fundamentalist religious commentator who as-
serted that it was shameful for pregnant women to be 
seen on the streets or on TV. Protesters from all walks 
of life included pregnant women and their husbands 
and both women and men feigning pregnancy. Demon-
strators considered the remarks as evidence of creeping 
fundamentalism under Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s ruling Justice and Development Party. 

*   *   *
In May, a report stating that 99.3% of women in 

Egypt had experienced some form of sexual violence 
while only 19% reported it to the police, was published 
by the UN Entity for Gender Equity. One of several 
feminist groups responding to this increase in violence, 
Operation Anti-Sexual Harassment, stated, “These at-
tacks aim to exclude women from public life and punish 
them for participating in political activism and demon-
strations.” 

*   *   *
California Governor Jerry Brown vetoed legisla-

tion that would have allowed women to sell their eggs 
for medical research due to “philosophical” reasons 
and unknown long-term health risks. Health concerns 
were echoed by the non-profit Center for Genetics and 
Society, which is in favor of contraception and abor-
tion rights. However, Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla 
(D-Concord) stated, “There’s a deeper level in his veto 
statement that questions the ability of a woman to en-
gage in informed consent and assess the risks for her-
self of this procedure.” But “informed consent” is only 
possible when all the facts are available, something the 
in-vitro fertilization industry has refused to do.

*   *   *
Rather than allowing women to drive and move 

about freely by themselves, or educating men to stop 
harassing them, Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, 
will spend billions by 2019 for a metro “public” trans-
portation system that will create segregated compart-
ments for women and children. The all-female Princess 
Nora bin Abdulraham University will also soon get its 
own rail line so no one on the street will have to view a 
female university student.

The Child Catchers: Rescue, Trafficking, and the 
New Gospel of Adoption by Kathryn Joyce, 2013.

In her book, Kathryn Joyce explores the religious 
Right’s renewed enthusiasm for domestic and interna-
tional adoption. This craze had 
several predecessors dating back 
to the 1800s, in which various 
denominations of Christianity 
became interested in adopting 
babies or youth of different eth-
nic groups including Jews and 
Catholics, Native Americans, Ko-
reans, and Jamaicans. The pur-
pose was always to convert them 
to Christianity and save them 
from a life of poverty and crime. 
The bad influences on the chil-
dren included their supposedly 
“backward” countries of origin or ethnic groups as well 
as their own families, even though the children were all 
portrayed as “orphans.”

Today’s adoption movement is similar. It uses 
nonexistent crises to make the religious Right appear 
socially conscious while propping up its ideology and 
harming the people it is trying to help. Joyce examines 
several countries that experienced adoption “sending” 
booms, including Haiti, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Rwanda, 
and Liberia. 
CREATING NONEXISTENT CRISES

The religious Right promotes the notion that there 
is a global crisis of millions of children orphaned by 
disasters and disease when, in reality, the children 
usually have family members to care for them. More 
often, religious Right adoption workers con parents into 
permanently giving up their children by exploiting a 
misunderstanding caused by cultural differences. Par-
ents think their children will be educated in an afflu-
ent country and returned to them. They are devastated 
when they learn the truth. Some Americans, fanati-
cally believing they are doing God’s will, start adoption 
agencies and attempt to kidnap children from develop-
ing countries without following any legal process. 

This overemphasis on international adoption usu-
ally causes problems in the children’s adjustment to 
their well-meaning adoptive families. The most har-
rowing stories were of Liberian children exposed to the 
trauma of war and hunger and adopted by Quiverfull 
families (see “Ideological babies,” Oct.-Nov. 2009 N&L). 
This is the most extreme branch of the religious Right 
which emphasizes having, and adopting, as many chil-
dren as possible. Psychology experts agreed that these 
children did not respond well to the Right-wing notion 
of love equaling obedience, nor to the abusive methods 
of punishment such as beating and food deprivation. 
SINGLE MOTHER STIGMA IS INTERNATIONAL

Joyce also discusses the damage caused by the re-
ligious Right’s use of domestic adoption to appear com-
passionate about abortion. She interviews Anne Fes-
sler, author of The Girls Who Went Away: The Hidden 
History of Women Who Surrendered Children for Adop-
tion in the Decades Before Roe v. Wade about the “Baby 
Scoop Era” of the 1950s and 60s. Young, single women 
were sent to maternity homes and pressured to surren-
der their babies for adoption. She tells the more recent 
story of a woman tricked into a closed adoption (having 
no contact with the child) in the modern equivalent of 
these homes. She examines how Korean women have 
been pressured into international adoption because the 
social attitudes in that country towards single mothers 
are similar to those of our “Baby Scoop Era.”

Joyce says that corruption has led to the large “send-
ing” countries shutting down many adoption programs. 
However, these may be replaced by the international 
adoption of special needs children and children from 
smaller countries not falling under the Hague agree-
ment regulating adoption. But she does notice a posi-
tive change. A feminist movement in Korea is changing 
attitudes about single mothers. A new focus supported 
by Christian organizations, even some fundamental-
ist ones, is on alleviating the real problem of poverty 
by funding community programs like education and 
emphasizing helping poor parents keep their children, 
helping orphans find relatives, and intra-country adop-
tions. There is a new realization that citizens of develop-
ing countries need allies in solving their problems. For 
this to succeed, the adoption movement’s supposed goal 
of social justice will have to overcome its fundamentalist 
goal of conversion and nationalism. —Adele

The Child Catchers

New York City—
An overflow crowd 
at Bluestockings 
Bookstore heard 
Hallie Boas speak 
on “Come and Take 
It: How the Fight 
to Protect Wom-
en’s Healthcare Is 
Launching a New 
Wave of Feminism 
in Texas.” Boas 
told the crowd that 
“Rise Up Texas” 
was born as a con-
sequence of the 
battles for freedom 
in the Middle East 
against fanatical 
religious funda-
mentalism, which 
is also behind the 

new anti-abortion law in Texas.
The group was galvanized by the historic 13-hour 

filibuster in June by state legislator Wendy Davis. Boas 
said her group invited 50 people to a planning meeting 
and over 150 showed up. They realized that people of 
color, who would be hit hardest by the draconian new 
laws, were not represented. So Rise Up Texas began to 
recruit where Latino and Black populations are concen-
trated and built a strong multinational coalition. 

Rise Up Texas coordinated some of the strongest 
opposition in the recent battle over the passage of 
draconian anti-woman bills in the Texas legislature. 

They organized General Assemblies where all peo-
ple were invited to speak and share in decision-making 
and then the divided into working and affinity groups. 

There were repeated marches and rallies at 
the State Capitol. People—young, old, white, Black, 
Latino/a, men and women—joined together and created 
such a commotion that one Right-wing lawmaker de-
scribed the group as a “riotous mob using Occupy Wall 
Street tactics.” 

Once the new draconian laws were passed, 
35 of 42 women’s healthcare centers closed leav-
ing only seven places in Texas where women 
could have abortions. The law also banned abor-
tions after 20 weeks. In protest dozens of women 
dressed in black, stood in silence in the State 
Capitol holding signs that said simply, “Shame.” 

Boas credited the growth of Rise Up Texas to its 
efforts in poor and working-class neighborhoods and 
in educating people on what the impact of these laws 
would be on the people of Texas. She said that they con-
sciously framed the issue in terms of the broad attack 
these laws made on the healthcare of all Texans.

—Michael Gilbert

Rise Up Texas
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Rise Up Texas and others demonstrate on 
July 1 at the Texas State Capitol.
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WORKSHOPTALKS
Chan identifies a pattern of these youthful suicides 

all sharing a similar connection to the assembly line 
torture: “Thousands of miles from the shelves of Apple 
Stores, and ordinarily concealed from consumer con-
cern, lies the reality of alienating toil, that in extreme 
conditions, contributes to individual tragedies such as 
Tian’s.”

As Chan asserts, “The Foxconn suicide cluster rep-
resents a phenomenon that has no precedent in China’s 
industrial history.” Tian’s story, pre- and post-employ-
ment, is what tens of millions of China’s rural migrant 
youth are experiencing, as Chinese enterprise zones 
become the world’s workshop.
SMILE AS WE WORK YOU TO DEATH 

Company aphorisms and daily affirmations are 
meant to motivate, placate, and prod these young work-
ers’ minds. In the midst of a cluster of suicides, Foxconn 
is expecting workers to smile and exchange niceties 
when spoken to.

Workers in my own shop know about this kind of 
mental manipulation. Like at Foxconn we face a pleth-
ora of happy talk “wise aphorisms” that have no rela-
tion to reality and are plastered all over the workshop: 
hullabaloo about “teamwork,” “world class healthcare.” 
“excellent customer service” and “best practices.” 

We are lectured daily about meeting quotas. The 
whole place feels like a factory assembly line filled with 
line supervisors who treat us like robots, because they 
themselves have been transformed into robots. A co-
worker on the graveyard shift is now struggling, work-
ing alone with a workflow designed for three. She was 
actually called into the office for disciplinary action the 
other day, where a shop steward was already chosen for 
her (unbeknownst to her). 
SMILING IN U.S. WORKPLACE IS MANDATED 

The “problem” was that she wasn’t smiling enough 
and that she was clocking in “two minutes” too early 
everyday, which “costs the company in overtime.” She 
simply sat there motionless, expressionless, firm and 
resolute, and said to the tribunal calmly:  “I have noth-
ing to smile about, I believe smiling is optional.”

We share Tian Yu’s indignation which pushed her 
over the edge. We are lectured to about “teamwork,” but 
isolated at our individual workstations to sink or swim 
on our own. Under capitalism’s current bounds of exis-
tence, we are isolated from each other. But more than 
ever, its globalization of production has made all of us 
more connected and dependent on each other than ever. 

Commodities and capital are able to cross any bor-
ders in unfettered movement, while the human beings 
who produce them are tied to their assembly line.  As 
Marx described, it is a world in which things have social 
relations, while humans relate through things.

This kind of dehumanized isolation leads into an 
abyss where some of us see the only way out as sui-
cide. The only way out of this morass is through the 
conscious cooperation amongst ourselves. The only way 
to fight back is to recognize our shared social existence 
and extinguish isolated individualism. We have to be 
daring enough not just to look down into the abyss, but 
to look into each other’s eyes.

Oakland, Calif.—On Aug. 5 several hundred rallied 
in support of Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) workers 
from Service Employees SEIU Local 1021 and Amal-
gamated Transportation Union Local 1555. Transit 
workers have been trying to negotiate a contract with 
a modest raise and no more takeaways. Four years ago 
they had submitted to a wage and hiring freeze.

 Every day 400,000 people ride BART to work. Now 
BART has a $125 million surplus and is offering mi-
nuscule wage increases which would be eaten up by 
increased employee pension and healthcare contribu-
tions. Workers making $52,000 a year in the high-cost 
Bay Area would actually lose $1,900 in net take-home 
pay after four years. 

 A four-day strike in early July crippled the daily 
commute and, according to a local business council, 
meant $73 million a day in lost productivity. The strike 
set off a frenzy of media vilification of BART workers for 
causing the discomfort, but most workers aren’t fooled. 

Rather than directly negotiate with workers, BART 
directors spent $399,000 to contract out their negotiat-
ing to a union-busting transit manager, Thomas Hock. 
Hock’s intransigence has provoked seven transit strikes 
since 2005. His company, Veolia, has been successfully 
sued for maintaining a discriminatory hostile environ-
ment for minority workers.

 After getting nowhere with Hock, BART workers 
decided to resume their strike. Governor Jerry Brown 
ordered BART workers back to work for 60 days. Work-
ers are not optimistic that BART will be any more will-
ing to negotiate. Workers from International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 10 came to declare 
their support, as did many others. Whatever is negoti-
ated, the rank and file have yet to have their say. 

BART workers face strike-breaking tactics
The 1,600 bus drivers, clericals, and mechanics in 

Alameda County who work for AC Transit just rejected 
by two to one a concessionary contract negotiated by 
ATU Local 192. It was the kind of contract offer unions 
at BART are hoping to get, even though it introduced 
a $180 monthly healthcare premium over three years. 
Now, more than ever, it is time for workers to find new 
ways to stand together in capital’s continuing war on 
labor. —Bart rider and strike supporter
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NYC fast food strikes
New York—They walked off the job in Brooklyn. 

They struck in Manhattan. They marched in Queens 
and in the Bronx. Yes, the fast food workers of New 
York, along with those in seven other cities, are on the 
move and demanding nothing less than to be treated 
as human beings on the job, not replaceable parts in a 
giant fast food industry machine. 

In New York City several hundred walked off the 
job, and there were marches from different points 
around the city organized by the New York based 
“Communities for Change” along with local unions. 
The strikers in Brooklyn began at six in the morning 
and marched from one fast food restaurant to another 
across the borough, finally arriving at Manhattan’s his-
toric Union Square. 

There, people holding strike signs filled the 
upper part of the square. A woman who worked 
for Kentucky Fried Chicken in Brooklyn told me 
of her working conditions: “Horrible. The bosses 
abuse us and I don’t make enough to survive.” 

A Latino bakery worker said he had worked in the 
fast food industry and was there to show solidarity 
with the strikers. A woman who worked at Burger King 
told me that she and her partner were abused by their 
bosses, receiving minimum wages and no benefits. Her 
partner said there was no air-conditioning in the food 
prep area, and they only had a floor fan to blow hot air 
around, providing no relief for the workers.

As the rally grew in size, people began chanting, 
“We can’t survive on $7.25,” the New York and U.S. 
minimum wage, and “What do we want? Justice!” The 
struggle shows no signs of abating. On the July 29, 
hundreds dared their bosses to fire them for striking. 
Soon there will be thousands. One day, as an organizer 
told me, “We’ll shut the whole system down!”

—Michael Gilbert

Walmart workers rally

Goodwill sweatshops
Chicago—Dozens of people gathered outside a Good-

will resale store on Racine in Chicago on 
July 26 to demonstrate against Goodwill 
Industries’ hiring disabled workers at 
steeply sub-minimum wages. Disabled 
Americans Want Work NOW called the 
action on the 23rd anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Activists shouted, “Goodwill is bad will” and “Sub-
minimum wages are outrageous,” getting support from 
passing truck drivers. They handed out leaflets to shop-
pers explaining how Goodwill used a legal loophole to 
pay disabled workers as little as pennies an hour. Those 
in wheelchairs were among the most forceful voices on 
the picket line, which got the attention of store manage-
ment. After a delegation of picketers, including those in 
wheelchairs, went inside to deliver a letter, a Goodwill 
official came outside to speak to the picketers. 

She stated her particular store employed nobody at 
sub-minimum wages and that no stores 
in the Illinois franchise of Goodwill In-
dustries were hiring disabled workers 
under the 14 (c) loophole in the Fair La-
bor Standards Act. Picketers continued 
to question her, demanding that she an-
swer their letter promptly, and pressure 

Goodwill Industries branches using 14 (c) certificates, 
which steal wages from disabled employees. 

Demonstrations across the country have called out 
Goodwill for staffing what are called sheltered shops 
with disabled workers paid as little as 22 cents an hour. 
Highly paid national executives have defended their 
shameful policy, and threatened to fire disabled work-
ers if labor and disabled activists are able to close that 
loophole in labor law. —Bob McGuire

A view after Marikana
South Africa—What have we learned from the 

Marikana massacre of South African mine workers? 
Firstly there are limits to trade unionism. One union 
will struggle for dominance over other unions in the 
workplace, but whether that struggle is about the rights 
of workers or the privileges of shaft/shop stewards and 
the union bureaucracy is another matter. 

We have seen positive signs of worker self-
organization. We have also seen a crisis of representa-
tion, where workers and communities are beginning to 
say that they do not need the mediation of others and 
can speak, organize and act for themselves. 

Then, apart from the deep-seated divisions among 
the Left (essentially because the Left hides its intellec-
tual laziness behind ideological divisions dating back 
to the Russian Revolution and its activist laziness by 
grandstanding in university corridors), the Left waits 
for explosions in the working class, which its various 
factions then attempt to hijack. 

There is no substitute for grinding door-to-door 
hard work in working-class communities, and this does 
not imply preaching the divisions of the Russian Revo-
lution. It implies understanding the challenges facing 
the working class, understanding immediate, inter-
mediate and long-term struggles of the working class 
where they live and work, and building solidarity and 
unity of purpose and struggle within and between com-
munities, within and between workplaces, and rebuild-
ing the self-confidence and consciousness of workers as 
workers and as members of working-class communities. 
There are no instant “microwave popcorn revolutions.”

—David van Wyk

Chile re-inters miners
The world watched transfixed three years ago when 

33 Chilean gold and copper miners were entombed by 
a roof collapse for 69 days 2,300 feet underground. The 
fate of the miners was unknown until a drill broke 
through near where the miners were trapped, and the 
miners said that all had survived.

Rescue specialists decided to drill another hole big 
enough to rescue the miners. A special video camera al-
lowed the world to see the final rescue. Government of-
ficials vowed to take steps to make sure that something 
like this would never happen again—the same speech 
heard after every disaster.

A special government commission determined that 
the roof collapse could have been avoided if safety pro-
cedures had been followed, and that the mine owners 
were responsible. The mine had been cited by Chile’s 
mining authority for many safety violations resulting 
in deaths and injuries to miners, and had been or-
dered closed until the safety violations were corrected. 
However, the mine owners reopened the mine, and two 
weeks later the roof collapsed.

Despite this overwhelming evidence against the 
owners, at the most recent court hearing the judge heard 
prosecutors blame the state mining authority and mine 
owners, while mine owners blamed the prosecutors, the 
mining authority and the miners themselves. Then the 
judge ruled, unbelievably, that no one was responsible! 
Upon hearing the judge’s decision, one surviving miner 
let out a string of curses and declared of Chile’s court 
system, “What else can we expect.”

Clearly, justice was not served for the Chilean min-
ers and their families. 

 —Andy Phillips
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harassment and retaliation against workers trying to organize.
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is Congress, rushing headlong into multiple 
investigations, not of the criminal system which 
produces racism, but of its victims.
THE CRIME OF THE CONGRESS, WITH AN 
ASSIST FROM THE PRESIDENT

Even before the outbursts from the Black urban 
ghettoes reached their climax in Detroit, the Senate 
tried to rush through the anti-riot bill, already approved 
by the House. It may still do so, and write finis to the 
most elementary democratic right of travel by making 
it illegal to cross state lines (state lines within these 
allegedly united 50 states) “to incite to riot.” The people 
who “rioted,” however, were not brought in across state 
lines. The rebellions were not only indigenous to the 
state, the city, but to the very limited slum area to which 
they had been restricted all their lives. This is precisely 
what they rebelled against, the ghettoization.

So far removed are the members of Congress 
not only from the ghettoes, but from the lives of the 

o v e r w h e l m i n g 
majority, from life 
itself outside of 
the. Congressional 
corridors, their 
own plush homes 
and those of their 
“business friends,” 
that the competition 
was on in Congress 
for discovering 
“conspiracies,” “un-
American” ones; 
rackets, “crimes” 
and guns, American 
ones, and, of course, 
“outside agitators.”

Allegedly it 
was to stop this asinine and vindictive search and turn 
attention to the real “socio-economic reasons” of revolt 
in the cities, that the President established his own 
special “Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders.” The 
lie was given to that one when the first “witness” 
was none other than J. Edgar Hoover, he who got 
his lawless spurs in the infamous Palmer raids 
back in the 1920s in the first post-world war 
hysteria; he who has long since become a law 
unto himself as FBI chief; he who, this very year, 
found “conspiracies” and “subversives” even in 
staid civil rights organizations and in the “New 
Left.”

In any case, it didn’t stop the hearings by the 
Judiciary Committee headed by the arch-reactionary 
racist, Senator Eastland of Mississippi, and the 
creation of a sub-committee to be headed by that 
“rackets buster” racist Senator McClellan of Arkansas. 
Or the red-baiting House Un-American Activities 
Committee Subcommittee headed by that other racist, 
Willis of Louisiana. Even that paragon of virtue who 
misappropriated all those political contributions for 
private use, Senator Dodd of Connecticut, who has a 
drive of sorts on for a gun control bill, got in on the act.

And all that is but the beginning. Wait till all the 
“reports” are in, new reactionary legislation passed, 
further “training in riot control” “practiced”—then watch 
how bourgeois democracy has gone the totalitarian 
way and prepared for World War III simultaneously 
with putting down “civil disorders.” “Law and 
order” from the barrel of a gun, and from the legislative 
hopper, will coalesce to give reality to the nightmarish 
mirage of fascist totalitarianism.

What can stop this horror from realizing itself?
WHO WILL DO IT?

Today the vitality of the Negro people, full 
of purpose, has attacked only the symptoms of 
oppression—the white landlord in the slums, the white 
merchant, the white middleman.

This is not because they do not know who Mr. Big is.
Rather, it is because they do not see white labor 

ready to join them in their determination to undermine 
the whole system. They know better than the elitist 
leaders that, without white labor, the system cannot be 
torn up by its roots.

The urgency of the times demands that white labor, 
not as a sometime thing, not as the exception, solidarize 
itself with Black labor. In that way, and in that way 
alone, can blind revolt become social revolution.

The Black masses have already laid the 
groundwork for this, and shown themselves in 
the vanguard in these crucial ways.

In 1956, with the Montgomery Bus Boycott, their 
self-organization showed itself in every phase of 
their activities—from the daily mass meetings to the 
organization of their own transportation.

By 1960, when the sit-downs at lunch counters 
initiated the Negro Revolution in a way recognized by 
white youth as well, a new force was born: a whole new 
generation of revolutionaries, white as well as Black.

FROM THE WRITINGS OF
RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA

Editor’s note: Because of the crises besetting the 
city of Detroit, we present Dunayevskaya’s editorial 
from the August-September 1967 issue of News & 
Letters. The “law and order” imposed then echoes 
stridently today, not only locally but nationally. Over 
the past five decades, the primary determinant in De-
troit’s hidden history is the revolutionary depth of its 
July 1967 rebellion along with the reaction against it. 

Detroit 1967: ‘Law and order’ 
from the barrel of a gun

“Abolish the slums!” was so clearly and loudly 
the demand of the Negro Revolt in every single part 
of the country—North, South, East, West—that even 
President Johnson couldn’t pretend not to have heard 
it. In words, the President even claimed that that was 
part of his “war on poverty.” Hadn’t he asked for rat 
control, and hadn’t Congress denied him even that 
piddling sum?

The trouble with that fairy tale is this: where, as 
President, he must plead with the people and thus 
is double-tongued, as 
Commander-in-Chief 
he need not plead. 
He orders, and his 
orders were clear and 
unequivocal:

1) Shoot first; the 
questions can wait for 
later. It is true that by 
then some people will 
have become corpses, 
but “law and order” will 
have been restored.

2) Shoot at anything 
that moves; if that turns 
out to be only a cigarette 
light, and the innocent 
victims are men, women, 
and children, still “law and order” has been restored.

3) Shoot up a whole building if a sniper is suspected 
anywhere. It is true that by then not only will fear have 
been thrown into the beleaguered ghettoes, but it will 
also have encouraged self-styled “patriots” to take the 
law into their own lawless hands. But thus will terror 
rule, and “law and order” prevail.

The crackle of a federal tank, under orders; the 
barrel of a racist cop’s revolver, not under orders and 
lacking a search warrant; the barrel of a National 
Guardsman’s machine gun, under orders, but gone 
wild—all these combined to “restore law and order” in 
Detroit this July 28.

“Law and order” meant 43 lay dead; some 1,500 
were wounded; 4,000 were jailed with such impossible 
sums of bail demanded (up to $100,000!) that 
constitutional rights were nullified.

Though no “foreign invaders” had landed anywhere 
in the United States; though no insurrection against 
the state—“constituted authority”—was in progress; 
though only one side was thrice armed, the city 
was, to all intents and purposes, under occupation. 
“Emergency measures” turned out to be a pseudonym 
for martial law.
THE HUMAN SIDE

What did happen was the burning down of the 
Black slums. What Detroit Negroes attacked was 
white property, not “whitey,” as such. On that score, 
both appropriations and sniping were bi-racial. As 
distinguished from other revolts—and that was the 
new stage of black revolt—what happened in the shops 
was solidarity of white and Black labor, with the 
have-nots, and against the have-it-alls.

To try to deny this, to make the revolt appear 
purely racist, the power structure—from Democratic 
Vice-President Humphrey to Republican Governor 
Romney, plus the liberal Establishment—have had 
to quote Stokely Carmichael. He, however, was in 
Havana; the action was in Detroit. He was talking, not 
acting. Those who were the actual participants 
in the revolt made their actions stark and clear: 
Down with the Black slums. Let’s not have two 
nations, one filthy rich and the other miserably 
poor. Let’s have one nation with totally different, 
truly human relationships.

To the extent to which, as against the Negro 
masses, the elitist Black nationalists did operate in 
the ghettoes, whether that was in Cambridge (Md.) 
or Detroit, in Wichita or Elgin (Ill.), in Newark or 
Milwaukee, they were just trying to get credit for that 
which the masses themselves did, did spontaneously. 
They revolted against the class system wearing a 
white face rather than against “whitey” where he was 
not part of the exploitative system.

The simple truth is that it is the Government—
national, state, city and farm; the police, the prisons, 
and the courts—and not the “outside agitators”—
which breed racism and evoke the wrath of the people. 
Outside of this reality, and the unvarying tale of 
police brutality, the greatest breeder of racism 

The following year, with the Freedom Rides, we 
witnessed a third force for revolution, “Womanpower, 
Unlimited.”

These three forces—workers, youth, women—
coalesced in the urban revolts which reached their 
climax in Detroit because here, for the first time in 
years, outside and inside the shop, there was the first 
appearance of white and Black solidarity. It is but the 
faintest of beginnings. But it did appear.

The dialectics of liberation will assure, with no 
matter what false relapses and deflection by racism, 
its forward movement toward ending Black slums and 
brilliantly white imperialism, Black poverty and white 
profiteering, exploitation of Black and white. Only 
then will the social revolution unfold itself and 
not just against the middleman, but against the 
system itself, and its moral decay.

R.D.

American Civilization 
on Trial: Black 
Masses as Vanguard
by Raya Dunayevskaya

Used in the Freedom 
Schools of  Mississippi 
in the 1960s, it 
powerfully presents U.S. 
history from the vantage point of  
liberation struggles, showing Black 
masses in motion as the vanguard at 
historic turning points in the country’s 
development. Use it in your own freedom 
school today!

See page 7 for ordering information.

Detroit defends homes
Detroit—Detroit Eviction Defense came out of the 

Direct Action Workgroup of Occupy Detroit about two 
years ago. We work with people who want to save their 
homes. We have saved about 60 so far. The group is 
sometimes sidetracked by asking for help from politi-
cians who don’t come through, and that is what the 
homeowners see. Now some of them are coming back to 
the group to help others.

We did a two-month vigil this year. From 6 AM to 
6 PM, people came out to the home. A third party had 
bought the house and wouldn’t sell it back to the own-
er, but then was willing to deal. A dumpster had been 
placed at one home but we were able to stave off the 
bailiffs and fill it with leaves. We have had campaigns 
in Southwest Detroit where we have marched on the 
banks and leafleted the neighborhood, informing resi-
dents that one of their neighbors’ homes was threat-
ened with foreclosure. We pack court hearings. 

We want to pull people in, so that they see 
others thinking creatively and begin to talk to 
each other about how to make their block safer. 

Now we are looking at tax foreclosures, because 
although we have saved mortgages, the properties can 
still be foreclosed for back taxes. Very few people know 
that the state of Michigan has the Step Forward Pro-
gram, which funds tax payments for qualified owners.

Metro Property Management refused to sell a 
woman’s home back to her. She had owned it for 36 
years and fell behind because of cancer. Instead they 
offered to rent it to her for $1,000 a month! After our 
demonstrations, they not only sold it back, but asked us 
to stop giving them bad publicity!

They want to turn Detroit into a city of rent-
ers: the developers buy up huge numbers of hous-
es, sell the properties overseas and then get paid 
to manage them, besides collecting rent. Huge 
profits are involved.

Detroit Eviction Defense is small but growing; we 
have had good support from the United Auto Workers 
union’s social justice committee and Local 600, but we 
remain an independent group.

What we do spreads; you cannot build a free society 
in a capitalist system but we can start re-envisioning. It 
is way past time for humanist values. People can learn 
to trust themselves by doing. It’s very powerful. Inde-
pendent organizing has been key to our work. Self-or-
ganization, mutual aid, solidarity and respect are keep-
ing us moving forward. Detroit Eviction Defense meets 
Thursdays at 6 PM at St. John’s Church, 2120 Russell 
St. (www.detroitevictiondefense.org)

—Miriam Pickens

Downtown Detroit on July 23, 1967.
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lebrity, to be remembered for his quirks, if not actu-
ally as a quirk of history.

Sperber, who has previously written a his-
tory of the 1848 European revolutions, works 
hard to limit the relevance of Marx’s ideas to 
the span of his mortal life. He claims that Marx’s 
work was essentially finished between 1850 and 
1870, and that “The results of his theoretical de-
liberations are frustrating to interpret...Marx’s 
writings after 1850 on philosophy, society and 

history were fragmentary: snippets 
of journalism or suggestions from 
correspondence, relevant passages 
in political polemics, or economics 
treatises...he never produced an ex-
tensive theoretical work, which has 
led commentators to focus their at-
tention on his 1840s manuscripts...” 
(387-388).

Obviously, this leaves Marx’s Capi-
tal (1867) as the elephant in the room. 
Of this philosophic, theoretic and politi-
cal masterwork Sperber writes that, “as 
anyone who has ever picked it up knows 
[it is] lengthy and dense.” It is an “in-
tellectual labyrinth,” “fragmentary and 
overwhelming.”

While this is ludicrous on its face, 
Sperber is making a point. Because he 
disregards Marx as the philosopher of 

permanent revolution—the determinant of  Capital’s 
structure—he needs to adopt another understanding 
of Marx’s project. He finds this in some very old post-
Marx Marxist ideas.
TOUTING CELEBRITY; CONTEMPT FOR IDEAS

Thus he describes Marx’s intellectual development 
after 1850 as an attempt to reconcile an early Hegelian-
ism with positivism and “empirical science.” He even 
claims that “dialectics disappears” from Marx’s later 
writings. Again, ignoring the achievement of Capital 
and its dialectical structure, he writes 
that “Marx toyed with the idea of writ-
ing a treatise on dialectics...This trea-
tise was intended to ‘shake off’ the 
‘mystical form’ in Hegel’s version, and 
might have addressed the question of 
the compatibility of Hegelian thought 
with the positivist intellectual priority 
for the natural sciences” (398). Early re-
visionist Eduard Bernstein would have 
recognized this argument. 

When he finally does take up Capi-
tal,  Sperber reads it in light of the 
“Marx” he’s created. So even the section 
in Chapter 1 of Capital on the fetishism 
of commodities is presented by Sper-
ber as another conflict between Hege-
lianism and positivism—minus the 
revolutionary proletariat, which, as the 
embodiment of permanent revolution, transcends the 
fetishism and opens the way to freedom. 

This falsification—and there’s no other word for 
it—is extended to cover Marx’s late writings, like the 
Ethnological Notebooks and his letter to Vera Zasulich, 
also: “[Marx] perceived the British experience as the 
initial example of a universal process of capitalist de-
velopment that other countries would have to emulate.” 

To the contrary, Marx decides in his last 
decade that the accumulation of capital is only 
the universal in capitalism, but not a universal 
of world development—non-capitalist countries 
might experience other forms of development, 
in conjunction with revolutions in the capital-
ist countries. Again, for Sperber the Paris Com-
munes isn’t important because of its impact on 
the structure of Capital or the real movement 
toward transcending capitalism, but for making 
Marx a European celebrity.

By insisting on limiting Marx to “his” time, Sper-
ber is driven both to falsify Marx’s real ideas and to ig-
nore the real history of Marxism. This would begin with 
the debates on imperialism that followed in the next 
generation of revolutionary thinkers like V.I. Lenin and 
Rosa Luxemburg. 

These debates took up Marx’s views of the ten-
dency of the falling rate of profit, on “primitive” accu-
mulation, and so forth. They were profoundly informed 
by Marx’s  Capital, and were actually debates over 
its meaning. The real issue was the recreation of a phi-
losophy of history that could illuminate the new paths 
to revolution and freedom that a new generation was 
aiming for.

It is simply not true that Marxism found its con-
tinuity in an adaptation to positivism. Rather, it was 
found in Lenin’s return to study Hegel’s dialectic after 
the collapse of the Second International in World War 
I. By 1953 Dunayevskaya had articulated this self-de-
velopment of the Idea of Freedom as Marx recreating 
Hegel’s Absolute Mind as both a New Humanism and 
as revolution in permanence.

by Gerry Emmett
As the philosopher of revolution in permanence, 

Karl Marx has a particular relevance to our time. Re-
cent events—like the economic crisis that became acute 
in 2008, the upheavals of the Arab Spring, the prisoner 
strikes, and the occupations movement—all testify to 
the value of and the need for such a philosophic view. 
That is so because the goal is human freedom.

Moments when the idea of freedom spreads world-
wide are something like the appear-
ances of a great comet. If you’re lucky it 
comes around once in your lifetime. 

But it doesn’t come from out of the 
cold depths of space; rather it comes 
from the very heart of humanity and 
unfreezes social relations. Suddenly the 
impossible becomes eminently possible, 
the seemingly unthinkable becomes a 
new language, and the formerly “hope-
less” become activists and thinkers.

The historic scope of such moments 
clearly reach beyond the limits of any 
one individual’s life. Marxist-Human-
ists understand the most important 
biography is thus “the biography of an 
idea,” the inner life and logic of the Idea 
of Freedom. 

“It is philosophy  and not philoso-
pher; and if that philosophy is revolu-
tionary and if that Idea is the Idea of Freedom, then 
a New Humanism will first arise. Then the end will 
result in the Self-Bringing Forth of Liberty,” as Raya 
Dunayevskaya put it.*
MARX IN TWO RECENT VERSIONS

Nevertheless we can learn a lot from the way Karl 
Marx is presented in contemporary biographies, even 
if the particular writer has his/her own ax to grind. 
This is certainly the case with the two recent widely re-
viewed works, Love and Capital: Karl and Jenny Marx 
and the Birth of a Revolution, by Mary Gabriel (2011); 
and Karl Marx: A Nineteenth Century Life, by Jonathan 
Sperber (2013).

Both books cover the basic outline of Marx’s life 
from his birth in Trier, Prussia, in 1813 to his death in 
London in 1883. Sperber’s book (through his appear-
ance on  The Daily Show  with Jon Stewart) might be 
considered the closest thing to a pop culture biography 
of Marx. “He loved being somebody the bourgeoisie was 
afraid of,” Sperber told Stewart, a snarky comment that 
does capture the spirit of his book—Marx as minor ce-

ESSAY
Sperber is not as dishonest in his coverage of 

Marx’s personal life. He gives him some credit for mak-
ing the best life choices available to a man of his time 
and class background. But this only underlines why 
Mary Gabriel’s less “theoretical” book is also so much 
more interesting.
THE MARX FAMILY DRAMA

Gabriel’s book is, as its title suggests, actually a 
study of the whole extended Marx family, both Karl and 
Jenny and their surviving children, Jenny, Laura and 
Eleanor, the unacknowledged son, Freddy, their house-
keeper Helene Demuth, and Friedrich Engels.

Her biography is thus something like a period nov-
el, like The Forsyte Saga or Buddenbrooks. Like one of 
those old novels it even has an extended list of char-
acters to keep everybody straight. But instead of the 
history of a family’s fortunes, or its rise and fall in the 
capitalist order of things, it is the history of a family 
defining itself in opposition to capitalism, and in rela-
tion to revolution.

Gabriel’s inspiration for writing came from 
the simple fact that there wasn’t another book that 
quite told that story. She describes both the great 
strength and weakness of her book: “What I found 
was that every aspect of Marx’s philosophy, every 
nuance of his words, had been dissected, and that 
scores of Marx biographies had been written from 
every possible political perspective, but that in 
English there was not one book that told the full 
story of the Marx family” (p. lv). In fact, Marx’s 
philosophy and work continue to reveal new “nu-
ances.” She has little to say about that.

What is most fascinating here are the family de-
tails, particularly regarding the Marx women. Unfor-
tunately, there isn’t a lot new on Jenny Marx herself—
she does inspire respect for having renounced her class 
position for the life of a revolutionary. The daughters, 
though, come across much more vividly.

With them comes a profound sense of tragedy. Both 
young Jenny and Laura married French revolutionary 

exiles who struggled to make their liv-
ings in England. Jenny died early in 
1882 of cancer; Eleanor died a suicide 
in 1897, betrayed by Edward Aveling, 
her scoundrel husband and a transla-
tor of Capital into English; Laura died 
along with her husband, Paul Lafargue, 
in a double suicide in 1911.

Likewise there is Freddy’s trag-
edy. He was the unacknowledged son 
of Marx by Helene Demuth, Marx’s 
housekeeper, who was also a committed 
revolutionary. His paternity was cov-
ered up (and claimed by Engels) in an 
effort to spare Jenny Marx’s feelings. 
Though he survived longest of all the 
children, until 1929, he was never sure 
of his father’s identity. This isn’t a story 
of snark and celebrity, but of the deep 

human cost involved in trying to live out one’s convic-
tions, and sometimes failing—as humans will often do.
ELEANOR MARX, AN ORIGINAL

In a sense, Eleanor Marx comes across as the true 
heroine of the book. As an original character she actu-
ally embodies everything that would become great in 
English Marxism. She was deeply committed to Irish 
freedom from an early age, for example. She was also 
a pioneering feminist, as translator of Flaubert’s Ma-
dame Bovary; as an actress in Ibsen’s A Doll’s House; 
as a close friend of South African feminist writer Olive 
Schreiner.

Eleanor was connected to the Bohemianism of the 
time, as a friend of William Morris and George Ber-
nard Shaw. But she was also one of the first intellectu-
als to grasp what it meant to go lower and deeper into 
the proletariat, as a supporter of the dockers’ strike of 
1889, and by organizing among the destitute of the East 
End of London. She wrote a brutal description of condi-
tions there: “The district was mean and cramped. The 
houses were squat and seemed even more so because of 
the factory chimneys that towered over them, spewing 
filth and ash. Did the sun rise? Did it set? It wasn’t evi-
dent in Whitechapel, Bethnal Green, and Limehouse” 
(p. 543). She would not have shrank from today’s Homs 
or Cairo, Pelican Bay or Juarez.

Eleanor’s life remains exemplary in these aspects. 
Mary Gabriel allows us to see how the Marx family af-
fected her development. By suggestion, she does more, 
too. It is clear that as Marx was researching the de-
velopment of the family, of patriarchy, he was also liv-
ing out its contemporary expression in a way that must 
have informed his researches. Behind the researches 
of Marx’s late Ethnological Notebooks there stands a 
great, unspoken drama of conscience that we have 
barely begun to understand.

Indeed, the continuities and discontinuities of 
history compel continual returns to examine the path 
here. Hegel, Marx, and Dunayevskaya will continue to 
illuminate our steps.

New biographies reflect Karl Marx’s todayness

Eleanor Marx, an original in Marxism
Recreating Detroit

Detroit—“Democracy shall live—it shall not die!” 
This call-and-response closed out the Aug. 17 People’s 
Forum where 200 social justice activists came together 
as D-REM (Detroiters Resisting Emergency Manage-
ment). The Forum was but one of thousands of ongoing 
actions and conversations about the new status of De-
troit under Emergency Manager (EM) Kevyn Orr, who 
was appointed by Republican Governor Rick Snyder in 
March.

Orr was appointed late in 2012 after voters, state-
wide, had rejected an earlier emergency manager law. 
The Chapter 9 bankruptcy petition Orr filed in July is 
being contested in court to determine if Orr negotiated 
in good faith with the city’s creditors (over 100,000 be-
cause every investor and retired employee may be owed 
money). Everything is on the table—city employee con-
tracts, health plans and retiree pensions, as well as all 
tangible city assets. Orr as EM is paying Christie’s auc-
tion house $200,000 to appraise the Detroit Institute of 
Arts collection estimated at several billion dollars, one 
of the largest public art collections in the U.S. 

Mainstream media images of Detroit today are 
entirely dystopian: a wasted landscape of vacant weed-
choked lots with piles of rubble and garbage, decrepit 
drug houses, empty shopping strips dominated by car-
toon-figure stereotypical Black male criminals armed 
and terrorizing. It’s no longer the Motor City but Grand 
Theft Auto. Even The New York Times writes as if there 
are no people here other than criminals and young, 
white artists and urban homesteaders who bring cul-
ture and sanity to a cowed, faceless population. Our 
small downtown is portrayed as gratefully awaiting 
rescue by benevolent capitalists and corporations: the 
Illitch family sports team owners, Quicken Loans, Com-
puware, and the three casino gambling palaces. 

Little attention is given to the historic and eco-
nomic context. In the 1950s, freeways were deliberately 
built across neighborhood lines to ensure that none 
would become powerful enough to challenge the city’s 
political structure. The most blatant example was the 
otherwise inexplicable routing of I-75 along Hastings 

continued on p. 9

* “The Power of Abstraction,” in  The Power of Negativity: 
Selected Writings on the Dialectic in Hegel and Marx, Du-
nayevskaya (2002), 309.

Jenny von Westphalen Marx, whose 
contributions are underappreciated
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The story on “Turkey, Syria and 
Iran at crossroads of world revolt” (Ju-
ly-Aug. N&L) deftly wove those mass 
movements together by letting the free 
expression of mass creativity speak for 
itself. A whole host of reactionary play-
ers have taken the stage with deadly 
instruments and rhetoric that tries to 
drown the masses out. In light of the 
new situation in Egypt, a most prescient 
line is on the pull of this counter-revolu-
tion on many who “have written off the 
masses’ creativity and tenacity.”  Reader

Northern California
***

June 22 in Turkey: police stopped 
a crowd gathering at the plaza, but the 
crowd just pushed its way through and 
liberated the main street Istiklal! It had 
been revealed that the police water can-
non vehicles are manufactured by two 
ruling party parliamentarians! People 
are stopping and controlling the ambu-
lances because earlier they found that 
the police transport tear gas by hiding 
it inside them. People are shouting and 
booing the police: “Police, sell doughnuts 
but at least live with honor!”

Five hundred people raided a fa-
mous ice cream parlor because they 
closed their doors to people when the 
police attacked them days earlier. That 
day, people came to the plaza with car-
nations because when a woman offered 
a carnation to the police they responded 
by gassing her. More than 100,000 peo-
ple filled the plaza. 

 Revolutionary from Turkey
In exile

***
The ideas in the lead are made more 

urgent and more profound by recent de-
velopments. Unrest is not as confinable 
as the powers that be keep trying to de-
fine it. The revolts are a worldwide con-
tinuation of Arab Spring. Egypt is now 
challenging the rush to stability.  Activist

Oakland
***

 “Turkey, Syria and Iran” views the 
situation in those countries, not only as 
the latest facts, but through the lens of 
what is new in this historic moment. 
Much of what I’ve read from the Left 
does not have a rudder like that to view 
these events. They bring out interesting 
facts, may or may not highlight the right 
events, but what is needed is to struc-
ture your analysis around the philosoph-
ic comprehension of events and not let 
the events be the wind that blows your 
sails in whatever direction it may be go-
ing. Concerned

Chicago
***

International Antiwar Assemblies 
were held Aug. 3-4. Workers, students 
and others in the meetings renewed 
their resolve to advance the fight against 
“wars and poverty” internationally. 
They were greatly encouraged by your 
warmest messages. We the Executive 

Committee for the Assemblies express 
heartfelt thanks for your solidarity.

The struggle is ongoing in Okinawa, 
Japan, in which a million people live and 
11% of whose territory is occupied by the 
U.S. military. We are struggling against 
the U.S.’s tilt-rotor ‘Ospreys,’ notorious 
for accidents. It is to be deployed at a 
base in a densely populated area. On 
Aug. 3, Zengakuren-affiliated students 
started an action with militant work-

ers, including a sit-in 
to block passage to 
a base gate. On 
Aug. 4, a U.S. 
military helicop-
ter crashed into a 
hill on the Island, 

causing a forest fire 
and threatening resi-

dents. People’s anger is seething. 
The U.S. and Japanese governments de-
cided on “a temporary postponement” of 
the Osprey deployment. People’s protest 
is growing day by day, and the deploy-
ment has stopped.  Masao Yoshida

Japan

•
ONE NATION UNDER BRUTALITY

In Spanish Harlem: a Mexican 
woman is selling drinks to hot custom-
ers, another has a jewelry display, a man 
offers “Jobs, right now” to young people 
and another sells health insurance.

Suddenly there is a commotion in 
the subway station entry. A big white 
man in a sports shirt is dragging a Black 
man down the steps, punching as he 
goes. Someone yells, “Stop or I’ll call the 
cops!” The white man yells back, “I am 
a cop,” and disappears into the station.

Everyone is stunned. But why? It is 
just more police brutality in a poor New 
York neighborhood. A squad car roars up 
and cops jump out like a murder is in 
progress. Minutes later, one young Black 
man, cuffed, is marched up the steps and 
put into the car. A second later, another 
young Black man, cuffed, again with a 
cop on each arm, is also marched up the 
steps and put in the squad car.

Who is he? Who knows? Maybe he 
said something to one of New York’s 
“Finest.” Maybe he was too interested 
in what was going down. In the Bronx, 
people filming “stop-and-frisk” with cell 
phones have been arrested. Isn’t it time 
that we stopped being spectators and got 
serious about making a revolution that 
will end all this once and for all?

Eyewitness to brutality
New York

***
A few weeks ago, I was watching 

live coverage of the L.A. Trayvon Mar-
tin demonstration. A TV station had a 
reporter in a helicopter “interpreting” 
every move by the crowd, no matter how 
innocuous, as being threatening and 
violent. For example, the demonstrators 

walked past a fire truck and the report-
er said, “Oh! There’s a fire truck! They 
sometimes go after them!” Somebody got 
into a car and she said, “Look! Are they 
stealing that car?” On and on like that.

“They” and “them.” Wild in the 
streets. The racism was palpable and 
went unquestioned. In a sense it was ev-
erything you needed to know about the 
verdict, about this country, being shoved 
right in your face. Seething at racism

Chicago
***

Too many racists would rather 
protect a murderer than provide jus-
tice. U.S. “justice” assures that a Black 
boy has no honor, innocence, value, and 
no contributions to make.

Another tragedy is the inabil-
ity to remove racism from law enforce-
ment.  Sanford County’s treatment of 
Trayvon echoes the classic “no prosecu-
tion” postures that police, local prosecu-
tors, and judges take. This too painfully 
familiar pattern was established by 
white vigilante groups, deputies, and 
private persons who had an appetite for 
lynching.

Following Trayvon’s murder, a le-
gion of white donors lined up to contrib-
ute to Zimmerman’s defense. They spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to sup-
port him and provided him one of the 
best defense lawyers money could buy.

Ibrahim
Bay Area

***
In the shadow of the historic Schom-

burg Library for Black Culture and the 
Harlem Hospital, the Harlem Book Fair 
celebrated its 15th anniversary. During 
the day, thousands, defying the heat, 
wandered through the exhibits and lis-
tened to music that ranged from African 
drumming to modern jazz. I distributed 
News & Letters, with our website state-
ment on the Trayvon Martin travesty of 
justice. When I told people of the state-
ment, lots of youth took a copy. One man 
told me that he hadn’t realized that 
America was still such a racist country 
until the verdict came in. A young per-
son told me, “We all feel like targets 
here,” even in New York City.

 Michael Gilbert
New York City

•
DETROIT CRISIS

At the same time that the city of 
Detroit declares bankruptcy, the Willow 
Run Bomber Plant—the birthplace of 
the legend of “Rosie the Riveter,” locat-
ed just outside Detroit—is proposed for 
demolition. Known to baby boomers as 
“The Motor City,” to an earlier genera-
tion Detroit achieved the honorific title 
of “The Arsenal of Democracy” during 
World War II. Now it is all being torn 
down. Socialist

Battle Creek, Mich.
***

It is unclear whether the Detroit 
bankruptcy will be allowed to proceed. 
Emergency manager Kevyn Orr was 
required to negotiate in good faith with 
the city’s creditors. He has done little 
in that respect except offering less than 
10% of the amount owed to unsecured 
creditors and the unfunded portion of 
workers’ pension funds. Orr claims $3.5 
billion of Detroit’s debt is underfunded 
pension obligations. The funds for re-
tired employees asked a circuit judge to 
stop the bankruptcy on the grounds that 
it violates the Michigan State Constitu-
tion. It requires full funding of pensions. 
While the circuit judge ordered the City 
of Detroit to withdraw its bankruptcy 
petition, this was undone by the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals. Observer

Flint, Mich.

•

WOMEN UNDER ATTACK
The Right wing is attacking Planned 

Parenthood and forcing women to have 
invasive ultrasounds with a vaginal 
probe. They make doctors tell patients 
things that aren’t true and withhold in-
formation from women, for instance if 
there is something wrong with the fetus. 
While some doctors are wonderful, as 
a whole the profession has been pretty 
dismal—although they did come out 
against those laws in Texas. Women are 
going to have to get out in the streets.  
 Woman labor organizer

Los Angeles
***

A few weeks ago I was 
waiting in downtown 
Chicago for a ride when 
I found myself surround-
ed by horrible, blown-
up pictures of what was 

claimed to be aborted fe-
tuses. I had walked into a so-

called “pro-life” demonstration. How did 
they get these pictures? Did these people 
invade the privacy of a woman’s abor-
tion to get them? I was more disgusted 
by the anti-abortion fanatics than I was 
by the pictures. The attacks on our right 
to abortion represent a wave of hatred 
toward women’s bodies and an assault 
on our minds.  Only by uprooting  this 
society can we find a pathway to a new 
one.  Disability rights activist

Chicago

•
SPORTS SECTION?

I found Artemis’s glorification of 
race car driver Danica Patrick in the 
March-April 2013 “Women WorldWide” 
as some sort of “feminist” hero extreme-
ly disconcerting. There is nothing femi-
nist or humanist about burning fossil fu-
els for any reason; and driving a “race” 
car is not a sport, NASCAR’s allegations 
notwithstanding. Rand W. Gould

Michigan
***

Your paper helps in many different 
ways by letting me know what to expect 
in the world. I love the paper because it 
really shows how other people around 
the world are up against it in more ways 
than one. The paper is fine like it is and 
all you need to add is sports. 

 Prisoner
Los Angeles, Calif.

•
PANOPTICON

A panopticon is an 18th  century 
prison design where the cells are in a 
circle and the “watcher” in the center. 
The design allows a watchman to ob-
serve (-opticon) all (pan-) inmates of an 
institution and they can’t tell whether 
they are watched or not. The panopticon 
was intended for “penitentiaries” where 
people could arrive at penitence for their 
crimes. But, it merely drove them crazy.

Today technology renders such a 
building unnecessary. Even George Or-
well in the 1940s foresaw TV monitors 
watching every move of the citizen. And 
you know that your “meta-” data is avail-
able to whoever might want to watch. So 
you have to watch yourself, right? You 
don’t want the metadata to be searched, 
so be sure you don’t do anything “wrong.”

But the number of things to do 
wrong is logarithmically increased in 
prison. There you may be accused and 
convicted without trial. In fact, you don’t 
have to do anything wrong. You may 
just be a color a guard doesn’t like. Not 
Black, brown or poor? Still, you better 
watch yourself. Maybe I shouldn’t send 
this into News & Letters. It’s OK though. 
I’m not giving my right name.

Are you going crazy yet? January
Chicago

Savvas Matsas, a Greek philoso-
pher, literary critic, Biblical scholar 
and leader of the Marxist Workers 
Revolutionary Party (EEK), stands 
charged with “defaming” the Greek 
neo-Nazi party, Golden Dawn, “inciting 
violence” against them, and “disturb-
ing the peace.” His case goes to trial 
on Sept. 3. The evidence for “defama-
tion” seems to be that he called them 
“criminals”; for the charge of “inciting 
violence” that he appealed for a fight 
against fascism; and for the charge of 
“disturbing the peace” that he wrote 
a tract calling for a demonstration 
against them.

The Golden Dawn party is con-
ducting a virulent campaign against 
Savvas, whom they’ve called “an agent 
of the international Jewish conspiracy 
against the Greek nation who is try-
ing to provoke a civil war in order to 
establish a Jewish-Bolshevik regime.” 
Sound familiar?

As outrageous as the charges 
against Savvas, is that Greece’s conser-
vative Government, which has several 

Cabinet members whose origins lie in 
the extreme right, should consider 
such legally protected behavior as wor-
thy of judicial action. This may even 
be the first time that any country that 
pretends to be a democracy has made 
opposition to fascism into a crime. If it 
succeeds in Greece, it won’t be the last.

Savvas has called for letters that 
support his “right” to fight fascism in 
all the ways listed in the charges be 
sent to him as soon as possible. Even 
one line will do. Letters are already 
beginning to flood in from Greece and 
several other countries. We have a 
chance to make a difference—for Sav-
vas, perhaps for Greece, and maybe 
even for ourselves. Take a moment and 
write, and then forward this appeal to 
all your contacts who take the fight 
against fascism (and the state’s pro-
tection, bordering on open support, of 
the fascists in its midst) as seriously as 
Savvas does. Savvas’ email address is: 
savvasmatsas@gmail.com

Bertell Ollman
Department of Politics, NYU

READERS’VIEWS
OUR HISTORIC MOMENT AT THE CROSSROADS OF WORLD REVOLT

SAVVAS MATSAS NEEDS YOUR HELP AGAINST GREEK FASCISTS
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VORKUTA
It takes an ability to see among the 

revolts, so many of them crushed, which 
ones have 
the quality 
that makes 
them “new 
pages of 
freedom.” In 
1859 Marx 
wrote that the most important develop-
ments in the world were the movements 
of the serfs in Russia and the slaves in 
the U.S. The latest slave revolt had “nat-
urally been suppressed,” but he didn’t 
think that was their end. In the same 
way, Dunayevskaya (“‘Russia more than 
ever full of revolutionaries...’” July-Aug. 
N&L) knew the 1953 uprisings were 
not over, but the beginning of the end 
of Russian totalitarianism. That takes 
philosophy. People decide that the Arab 
Spring is dead, or see only the army in 
charge in one country, or political Islam 
in charge someplace else—but one has 
to look at long-lasting footprints of revo-
lution in the Middle East. 

Taking the long view
Chicago

***
“‘Russia more than ever full of revo-

lutionaries...’” is a model of philosophic 
comprehension of events—not only giv-
ing details of the revolt and the thought 
behind it. That is combined with a con-
clusion that the 1953 revolts were the 
beginning of the end of Russian totali-
tarianism. Hardly anyone agreed until 
the Hungarian Revolution broke out, 
but in retrospect anyone can see how 
true it was.  Environmentalist

Midwest
***

The 1953 slave labor revolt sig-
naled the beginning of mass revolts in 
the post-WWII world which shook up 
the idea that revolt was not possible in 
a totalitarian society. Everyone was as-
sumed to be totally brainwashed. Some 
leftists still speak this way of North Ko-
rea in a positive sense. Thus, the reports 
of a revolt right from within a slave la-
bor camp, coming shortly after the East 
German revolt, were met with profound 
skepticism.  Revolutionary

Oakland

•
COMMUNIZATION DEBATE

Before I read this essay (“Communi-
zation theory and its discontents trun-
cate Marx’s dialectic,” July-Aug. N&L), I 
had a sense that the CT people paid a lot 
of attention to Marx on the Paris Com-
mune and how it knocked down the ex-
isting social relations. I think they take 
that to mean all you need is to knock 
down existing social relations and just 
relate to each other as humans. But im-
mediate relations are impossible.  David

Oakland
***

There are a lot of anti-state, anti-
vanguard tendencies who are all for 
spontaneity and masses, yet when it 
comes to the dialectic are really vulgar 
materialists. They reduce dialectic to 
that which happens under capitalism, 
not the most inward human dimension 
that is both the means and end of real-
izing freedom. I took that to be the point 
of the essay.  Student of the dialectic

Oakland

•
DISABILITY PRIDE

Gaily decorated floats swept down 
the street  and happy, spirited people 
marched in the 10th annual Disability 
Pride Parade in Chicago on July 20. For 
the first time, people lined the streets 
watching.  The parade aims to change 
the way people think about and define 
“disability,” and to end the internalized 
shame among people with disabilities. 
The parade also serves as a reminder 
of discrimination the disabled face in 
employment, housing, public accommo-
dations and even programs designed to 
serve them. I agree with an organizer 
who said, “It’s a fight for freedom for our 
people. The disabled are often forgotten 
about in other freedom movements and 
their needs ignored. It’s our job to make 
sure that ends.” S. Rose

Chicago
***

On Aug. 16, about 30 disabil-
ity rights activists from Access Living, 
ADAPT and other groups  descended 
on the Department of Health Care and 

Family Services (DHCFS) to make  our 
demands known. “Nothing about us, 
without us,” we chanted. DHCFS wants 
to change the evaluation tool that de-
cides who qualifies for homecare and 
how much service they will get, but they 
are excluding from the process people 
with disabilities who are most affected 
by these decisions. We also demanded 
an end to the Maximus contract. Maxi-
mus is a company hired by the State of 
Illinois to reduce the number of people 
on Medicaid. They are throwing people 
off Medicaid and getting paid for ev-
ery person they get rid of. If they can’t 
reach you, or your telephone number or 
address has changed, they kick you off. 
People are getting letters saying their 
Medicaid is ending without being given 
a reason. Maximus is also losing peo-
ple’s paperwork.  Feminist

Chicago

•
WHO READS N&L?

Having read my first issue of News 
& Letters, I see that it supports the 
unity between thought and action, that 
one cannot be complete without the 
other. The philosophy is not completely 
understandable to me, but I have an ex-
citement about learning what it means 
that I have not felt before. I see articles 
from many different groups fighting for 
freedom and I have not seen such com-
plete coverage on these different groups 
in other left newspapers. I am especially 
appreciative of the Woman as Reason 
page and the coverage of Turkey, Syria 
and Iran in the July-August issue. I 
learned many things. Keep up the great 
work! New reader

Florida
***

Revolutionary greetings! Thank you 
for shedding light on the many struggles 
of our day. Thank you for educating the 
masses about our responsibilities as hu-
man beings, and lastly, thank you for 
keeping it real. Your paper has kept me 
on my feet throughout the years and fed 
me with plenty of knowledge. I did 14 
years in solitary confinement/adminis-
trative confinement. Your paper kept me 
alive, and you gave me new ideas regard-
ing the collective betterment and uplift-

ment of my people and all oppressed 
nationals. Prisoners/Kaptives make up 
the bulk of the 99% and your paper, its 
ideas ranging from the Queer struggle 
to the Black struggle all the way to the 
prison struggle, affect our struggle in a 
tremendous way.  Prisoner

Green Bay, Wis.

•
PRISONERS SPEAK

The fight for one’s human rights 
is not always easy, but it’s necessary. 
Not only is protesting a right, it’s your 

constitutional 
right. Which 
is so very im-
portant for 
all of us to 
remember, 
because the 
oppressors 
don’t seem 
to follow the 

Constitution when it comes to us, the 
oppressed! So no matter where you are, 
if you’re being repressed, undressed, 
suppressed, regressed, depressed and 
outright oppressed by the powers that 
be—it’s in your best interests to PRO-
TEST! Prisoner

California death row
***

I am writing to thank you for your 
prisoner fund subscription to News & 
Letters, as well as for your support of the 
Pelican Bay Hunger Strike. Your paper 
is very educational and enlightening!

Prisoner
Crescent City, Calif.

***
I am a prisoner serving a life sen-

tence here at Folsom State Prison. Can 
you please find a donor to pay for my 
subscription? Thank you. Prisoner

Represa, Calif.

TO OUR READERS: Can you do-
nate $5, the price of a subscription, 
for a prisoner who cannot pay for 
one? It will be shared with many 
others. A donation of $8 pays for a 
subscription plus the new Pelican 
Bay Hunger Strike pamphlet to be 
sent to a prisoner.
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of long-term SHU confinement.
On July 10 the Crescent City channel 3 newscast 

had a piece on the hunger strike throughout the Cali-
fornia prison system. It said that the hunger strike hap-
pened in at least 24 out of the 33 prisons in this state, 
and it was estimated that 30,000 prisoners weren’t 
accepting prison rations. It mentioned that prisoners 
held in the SHU were demanding an end to long-term 
SHU confinement. On July 10 prisoners on various 
kinds of medications received a form from M. Sayre, 
M.D., letting us know that we have been subjected to a 
stop medication order. This can have very detrimental 
consequences for prisoners who suffer from serious ill-
nesses like diabetes.

On July 11 the correctional officers (COs) descend-
ed upon all of the short corridor representatives, taking 
them out of their assigned cages and escorting them to 
administrative segregation (Ad-Seg). Without a doubt 
it was in retaliation for their sheer audacity to speak 
out about the unjust nature of long-term SHU confine-
ment. They were taken without any personal property, 
for example, clothing to keep them warm.

On July 12 I was prevented from receiving the 
July-August issue of News & Letters because page 9 had 
an article on the Pelican Bay hunger strike. It shows 
frustration on the part of COs over their inability to 
prevent the hunger strike and to control the message. 

Whatever comes out of our present efforts, good or 
bad, it can’t be seen as the end, but a new jumping off 
point in which to begin the fulfillment of what it means 
to be human beings.  —Faruq, Pelican Bay SHU

On July 8 over 30,000 prisoners in California start-
ed an indefinite hunger strike to demand their human 
rights (see “SHU hunger strike,” July-Aug. 2013 N&L). 
Prison officials have retaliated against the prisoners’ 
right to peacefully protest. At Pelican Bay those who 
signed the historic “Agreement to End Hostilities” have 
been moved from their cells to ad-seg (administrative 
segregation) with no papers, not even their legal papers, 
and no clothing. Cold air is being pumped full blast into 
already cold rooms. Two of the prisoners’ representa-
tives who were moved were not even on hunger strike! 
At Corcoran prison those considered “leaders” have also 
been moved. In the process the guards destroyed pris-
oners’ property, specifically their legal papers.

The prisons are impeding communication as they 
retaliate. They don’t seem to know that it is not a “con-
spiracy,” that it is the prison system’s own actions that 
led so many people to join the protest. Their attitude 
is revealed in the banning of News & Letters and other 
publications that reprint prisoners’ statements ex-
pressing solidarity. They declared it “gang communica-
tion” through which the leaders are issuing orders to 
other prisoners. Their inverted reality borders on in-
sanity. The persisting core communication to all prison-
ers from this movement has been to end to hostilities 
based on gang identification.
DERANGED PRISON OFFICIALS 

As hunger striker Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa began 
his moving Aug. 14 letter: 

“I would like to reiterate that the Agreement to End 
All Hostilities, issued Aug. 12, 2012, is significant for 
all prisoners because CDCR (California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation) has encouraged pris-
oners in their 33 prisons to not only engage in self-de-
structive behavior but has also helped heighten racial 
hostilities—the catalyst for internal warfare, racial war-
fare and gang warfare—all of which has been magnified 
inside the prisons and throughout our communities....

“We realize nothing productive can be done to 
change the current state of our situation, our prison en-
vironment, unless we end the hostilities between pris-
oners and end all racial and gang violence within the 
CDCR.” (San Francisco Bay View, Aug. 16, 2013)

On July 23, day 16 of the hunger strike, the prison-
ers issued a statement, which reads in part “Prisoners 
across the state are participating because of the inhu-
mane conditions they are being subjected to. As HU-
MAN BEINGS, prisoners are collectively resisting such 
treatment, and they are doing so peacefully.

“The attempted repression of our protest has not 
broken our spirits. In fact it has only helped to strength-
en us—individually and collectively. Despite CDCR’s 
retaliations and propaganda, we remain steadfast in 
our commitment. We will see our peaceful hunger strike 
through to victory…”

On Aug. 2, I had an opportunity to visit several 
prisoners at Corcoran. They reported various ways in 
which prison guards retaliate against the hunger strik-
ers. For example, everyone got write-ups for participat-
ing, which will be used at their next review as proof 
they engaged in gang activity. 

CDCR makes engaging in a hunger strike 
against what is internationally recognized as tor-
ture, into a reason to keep torturing you. 

Prisoners’ canteen has been cut, their mail (in and 
out) delayed or withheld, additional days in solitary 
have been added, visits denied, etc.

One extreme retaliation was to deny medical care 
to Billy Sell, who kept requesting a medical evaluation 
of his condition. The guards told him, “You’re not eat-
ing, what do you expect, it’s just hunger pains.” When 
he was able to see a nurse, she just took his vitals and 
then yelled at him for disturbing her. A day later Billy 
Sell died. The prison claims it was a suicide unrelated 
to the hunger strike. Yet the prisoners in adjoining cells 
saw that he never took a tray of food, he participated in 
the strike to the end. One prisoner told me, 

“Billy was our family! We’ll be happy to testify on 

his behalf. We have nothing to lose and everything to 
gain.”

Another prisoner stressed the insanity of the pris-
on administration pursuing the strategy of not yield-
ing. He said, 

“This is the final push. The administration is so 
disrespectful we have to continue. The conditions here 
are so evil, they do drive people to suicide. This is their 
version of torture. Men and women tire of this disre-
spect. We’re able to do this because of the support from 
you (the outside). We feel we have been heard in many 
countries. You are magnificent in exposing CDCR!”
OUTSIDE SOLIDARITY CRUCIAL

In fact, there have been dozens of actions: demon-
strations, press conferences, public petition deliveries 
to officials, etc., all over California, the U.S. and across 
the world. An open letter to California’s governor Brown 
has been signed by over 60,000, including a host of 
prominent people and is still collecting signatures (see 
http://www.stoptortureca.org/take-action/open-letter-
to-governor-brown/). Another open letter, signed by over 
120 medical professionals, decries the state of medical 
care in prisons, especially gross violations of medical 
ethics towards hunger strikers. (See “Hunger Strike 
Reaches 40 Days, Health Concerns Critical, Prisoners 
Hospitalized, Medical Professionals Continue to Speak 
Out,” at http://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.word-
press.com.)

Of special significance is that at most events the 
prisoners’ families have taken a leading role. They have 
been at the forefront of organizing events and speaking 
eloquently to the aspirations for being treated as a hu-
man being by all people. (See Marie Levin’s statement 
at the July 31 rally in Oakland as an example.)

Mail from prisoners is rare. But in what they are 
able to send, their spirits are high. This can be seen in 
a letter from Pelican Bay: 

“Today is the 32nd day of the hunger strike, and 
I’m really starting to feel it (physically)...[S]o far I’ve lost 
over 40 lbs., my energy level is at rock-bottom, and it’s 
becoming increasingly difficult to concentrate! But, my 
spirit is still soaring with the eagles; and, emotionally 
and mentally, I’m strong and unwavering in my convic-
tion to follow this through to the end. If necessary, some 
of us are ready and willing to take it to the grave...

“They’ve been holding all our mail (both incoming 
and outgoing) for loooong stretches, in retaliation for us 
hunger-striking. Also, you’ve probably noticed I have a 
‘new’ cell number. That’s because they have gaffled us 
up and thrown us into Ad-seg, which has even harsher 
conditions. But, that little petty stuff doesn’t faze me.

“Please know that your continued support out there 
means everything to us.”

As we go to press, the strike has lasted over 40 
days. The prison admits that there are at least 118 peo-
ple on continuous hunger strike since it began. Many 
more have been taken off the list, while still not eating, 
and others have started eating for a time and stopped 
again.

Continued support from the outside is most criti-
cal now. Do what you can, make noise, write a letter to 
the editor of your local paper, write to CDCR, hang a 
banner from your window (or a freeway overpass) and 
send us a picture! Any act of solidarity puts pressure on 
CDCR to accomplish a change the prisoners are dying 
for. —Urszula Wislanka

Prison hunger strikers demand: Stop torture and violence!

Families stand up for 
prisoners’ rights

Editor’s note: Marie Levin spoke at many of the 
demonstrations. This statement is from July 31.

Oakland, Calif.—My name is Marie Levin. My broth-
er, Sitawa Jamaa, is in the Security Housing Unit 
(SHU) at Pelican Bay. He has been on hunger strike 
since its beginning, 24 days now. It’s a shame that our 
government has allowed these prisoners to go this long, 
24 days of sacrificing their bodies in response to the 
injustice they are receiving. I am here to stand with 
them, and I am so happy that there are so many of you 
here to stand with them as well.

The five core demands are just human things that 
you and I would expect: end group punishment and 
administrative abuse; abolish the de-briefing policy 
and modify the gang status criteria; comply with the 
U.S. Commission recommendations to end long-term 
solitary confinement; provide nutritious food; cre-
ate and expand constructive programming. These are 
easy things for California Department of Corrections 
(CDCR) to grant. Who would not want a person locked 
in solitary to have a program that gets them acclimated 
to the public? People released from solitary back onto 
the street, within three years are back in prison. If they 
would be allowed into the mainline and mingle with 
other people, they would have a better chance to suc-
ceed when they get out.

Recently we went to Sacramento to take 60,000 
signatures on a petition supporting the prisoners’ de-
mands to Gov. Jerry Brown. We weren’t able to speak 
directly to him. Ron Ahnen of California Prison Focus, 
Dolores Huerta and I—a white man and a Hispanic 
and a Black woman—walked up to his office, showing 
that the different races can stick together. We walked 
inside. Those signatures are usually accepted only by 
the mailroom. But with all the attention, we were able 
to take them directly to the governor’s office. Then we 
walked to the CDCR building. CDCR did not allow the 
mediation team to get inside.

The lawyers able to visit hunger strikers report 
that they are very strong, very positive. Normally the 
prisoners in the SHU cannot see each other. As a pu-
nitive measure, CDCR put the hunger strikers in Ad-
Seg (administrative segregation), an even worse part 
of the prison than the SHU. They were put there with-
out their property, specifically their legal documents or 
even their regular clothing, just their underclothes, and 
they have cold air pumped in full blast. But in Ad-Seg 
they can get outside and see sunlight, which they don’t 
get in the SHU. More importantly, in Ad-Seg they get 
an opportunity to see one another, to speak to one an-
other. Although their bodies are becoming weak, they 
are very strong in their spirit. They are willing to go on 
and on and on.

We stand together on the outside as they stand to-
gether on the inside. We are hopeful that CDCR will 
make the changes and that the governor will put pres-
sure on them to do that. We are looking forward to 
gathering even more support. Recently a letter signed 
by some prominent people, including Jay Leno, for ex-
ample, got some publicity. All across California, the 
U.S. and abroad, people support what these prisoners 
are fighting for.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!

Marie Levin at a demonstration in front of Corcoran prison, July 13.

continued from p. 1

News & Letters 
banned in Pelican Bay No new LA jails!

Los Angeles—On July 16, over 100 activists held 
a “no new prison” press conference and rally outside 
the L.A. County Board of Supervisors meeting. People, 
mostly youths, made public comments to the board to 
stop their plans to spend over $2 billion to build two 
new county jails. One is a 1,156-bed women’s jail called 
the “Women’s Village.” Another will replace the exist-
ing Men’s Central Jail with a new one that has high 
security mental-health cages in a tower. County sher-
iffs are in favor of these proposals because they provide 
prison guards for all L.A. County jails, whose budget is 
the largest in the world. 

Some of the public comments and signs urged that 
L.A. County reject $100 million of state money to build 
prisons. Rather than caging people, grant the money 
to community-based organizations and alternative so-
lutions. “Prisons create mental illness,” “Invest in life 
and welfare, not wars and prisons,” and “Jails break up 
family unity,” read some of the signs. Society needs to 
shift from mass incarceration to human programs for 
the mostly poor population, which is growing daily in 
today’s global economic capitalist crisis. —Basho
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From the belly of the beast
Hunger-striking Pelican 

Bay prisoners speak
$3 per copy, $5 to also pay for one to go to a prisoner. 

To order, see page 7.
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Memphis—Bradley Manning, a 25-year-old Army 
private first class, decided to take it upon himself to ex-
pose what he saw as the government’s egregious wrong-
doing. At his pretrial hearing last winter, Manning told 
the court: “I believe that if the general public, especially 
the American public, had access to the [war data] this 
could spark a domestic debate on the role of the mili-
tary and our foreign policy in general…as it related to 
Iraq and Afghanistan.” 

In 2010, the appearance of the stunning “Col-
lateral Murder” video on YouTube, published 
by Wikileaks, attracted the attention of millions 
of American citizens, including the Memphis 
(“Martin Luther King”) chapter of Veterans for 
Peace (VFP). The film had been turned over to 
Wikileaks by Bradley Manning. 

The video shows the grim reality of war: helicopter-
borne soldiers gunning down unarmed Iraqi men, later 
discovered to be journalists. Minutes later, when a res-
cue van pulls up, it too is taken under fire, seriously 
wounding two children. The Defense Department de-
nied having the video, and were it not for Wikileaks and 
Bradley Manning, the public might never have seen it. 

Manning hoped that his brave act would trig-
ger a massive public shift in attitude. So far that 
has not occurred. Things could still happen. Ed-
ward Snowden’s bravery may have been inspired 
by the young soldier. 

Manning’s trial has set off a firestorm within the 
American pro-peace community. “I Am Bradley Man-
ning” has become a universal slogan of solidarity. In 
July, VFP Memphis posted its own. The sign reads “We 
Are Bradley Manning.” The photo was placed on the 
website “I Am Bradley Manning” (BradleyManning.
org). It joins tens of thousands of similar photos sent 
in mostly by U.S. civilians. Veterans are not alone. Per-
haps Private Manning’s hope will be fulfilled and a 
citizen uprising will bring him home. FREE BRADLEY 
MANNING.  

 —George Grider
Coordinator, Memphis Chapter, VFP

Lac Mégantic: capitalism’s train wreck
road Administration (USFRA) allowed (not “permit-
ted,” as the required permit process, which requires 
public input, was ignored) Single Person Train Opera-
tion (SPTO). Already in 2010, a former MMA engineer 
warned that both SPTO and 12-hour shifts were un-
safe. MMA and government regulatory agencies sim-
ply chose to ignore the law. The tank cars involved had 
only a single shell, and had been deemed unsafe by 
the NTSB in 2009. But railway and petroleum inter-
ests lobbied fiercely against their replacement. These 
single-shell cars still make up 80% of the MMA fleet. 

World Fuel Services, which is responsible for many 
of the cars, may be liable for some of this tragedy. Just 
two weeks before the accident, there was a 13,000-liter 
diesel oil spill on the same line, three miles east of Lac 
Mégantic when a single-shell car ruptured. Other gov-
ernment negligence arises from the fact that though 
the federal and provincial governments moved the 
transport of hazardous materials out of the centers of 
major cities, they did not do so for smaller towns. Per-
haps they saw human safety there as less important.

MMA first tried to lay the blame for the fire on the 
firefighters who responded to the explosions and fires. 
When that didn’t work, they tried to blame it on the en-
gineer, for failure to set the brake properly and leaving 
the train on a slope when his shift ended. He was not 
perfect, but it is MMA that refused to provide a security 
guard, or any other kind of backup personnel. It was 
their policy to leave their trains unattended, with the 
cab unlocked. Investigators have already revealed that 
MMA knew about technical difficulties with the train 
the evening before and ignored warnings. 

Environmental damage is extensive, but none of 
the parties involved have yet taken any responsibil-
ity for it. Waterways in Québec and the U.S. state of 
Maine have been severely damaged. Canadian Pacific, 
which had a hand in the incident, refuses to pay for any 
cleanup, as does MMA. In Harmon, Maine, on the U.S. 
side of the border, protesters have picketed the offices of 
MMA. There is little action from the Canadian govern-
ment and a lot of finger-pointing, and there is disarray, 
though some promise of action, by the provincial gov-
ernment. Prime Minister Harper and Premier Marois 
showed up for ceremonies and speeches, but there is 
little of substance coming from them yet. 

What is most macabre is that proponents of 
the Keystone XL and other pipelines have jumped 
on this tragedy to support their interests in pipe-
line transport, which is in fact no safer. 

This tragedy was entirely preventable with even 
the most basic attention to safety for workers, for the 
people living near the railways, and for their environ-
ment. Instead, it was all about saving money and prof-
its, “cutting, cutting cutting…” costs and personnel, 
to quote a former train engineer. This is the nature of 
capitalism, the complete disregard for human life, and 
the lessons are not lost on the people of Canada, Qué-
bec, and Maine. During the summer, many people are 
out of town, and there has yet to be a mass mobilization 
over this in Québec, but it has left deep scars, and the 
outrage will not go away. We can expect changes and 
deep opposition all over Canada to the kind of disregard 
for human life that happened here. To end this kind of 
tragedy requires a whole new human society.

—D. Chêneville, Ti-Ouistiti, Hélène Laliberté, PJ

We Are Bradley Manning
Quebec, Canada—On July 6, around 1:15 AM, an 

unattended 74-car freight train filled with crude oil de-
railed and exploded in the center of the town of Lac 
Mégantic, Québec. After its brakes had failed, it rolled 
seven miles down a slope at a high rate of speed. The 
number of dead is believed to be 47, though only 42 bod-
ies were found. The other missing five are presumed to 
have been vaporized by the intense heat of the fire. Half 
the downtown was destroyed, including public records, 
historic archives, and 30 historic buildings. The events 
revealed an unimaginable degree of corruption. 

There are signs of a cover-up from many official 
and corporate sources.This catastrophe was avoidable 
with even the slightest attention to safety, and is a re-
sult of cutting corners to save money, and the lack of 
anyone in charge taking responsibility for any aspect 
of the negligence, including those in the government.

In the past ten years, the amount of hazardous 
materials transported through Canada by rail has in-
creased many-fold, though it is almost impossible to get 
accurate statistics. The mayors of several municipali-
ties which have freight lines running through or near 
them have been stonewalled in their efforts to obtain 
this and other information which they need to ensure 
the safety of people living in their areas. 

The chain of negligence and criminal behavior is 
long. The U.S.-owned railway which operated the train, 
the Montreal, Maine and Atlantic Railway (MMA) since 
2003, is a company which buys segments of rail line 
considered unprofitable, and uses them for freight. In 
2007, they were offered millions of dollars in 2:1 federal 
and provincial matching funds to improve track con-
ditions, which they turned down. Already, Transport 
Canada (CT) standards for track conditions and rolling 
stock are lax by most standards, as are Québec provin-
cial standards. 

For one thing, both CT and the U.S. Federal Rail-
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Street, a flourishing center of music and culture in the 
Black community. The exodus of the white population 
was fueled by racist real estate practices that guaran-
teed property values would decline when Black families 
moved into white neighborhoods. 

In the same period, capitalism profited from the 
suburbanization of the entire country and revolutions 
in production methods due to automation. The four-
square-mile Ford Rouge plant employed 80,000 people 
when bloody battles were fought there to establish the 
UAW; it now has around 2,000 workers. 

Marx had seen, despite physical and men-
tal alienation, the factory workers’ potential for 
cooperation on the job. So did the capitalists: 
thousands, large and small, abandoned plants 
and businesses in Detroit. They have never been 
held accountable for securing and cleaning those 
sites, including the toxic wastes left behind. Fur-
thermore, those at People’s Forum read this his-
tory as the disempowerment of Black power. The 
disempowerment continues today in the plan 
called “Detroit Future Cities, the next 50 years.”

Recently, there is a new image being projected: 
“Detroit is coming back.” Long-empty downtown high-
rise buildings are being bought up and renovated for 
young professional residences and upscale retail busi-
nesses. Some have evicted low-income senior tenants 
to do so. Meanwhile, the majority of neighborhoods in 
this 139-square-mile city continue to languish, with 
poor bus service, unkempt parks, vacant houses and 
lots. One third of the streetlights are dark, and there 
are only 20 city ambulances and 800 firefighters for a 
population of 700,000.

But a different Detroit is struggling to be re-
alized in the minds and hearts of its citizens: in-
dividuals (unrecognized thousands of whom rou-
tinely maintain nearby abandoned property) as 
well as organizations—from churches and small 
businesses to youth and athletic programs, block 
clubs and neighborhood associations, and social 
and environmental justice organizations. Politi-
cal and economic uncertainty has led to a resur-
gence of community self-organization, a convic-
tion that “it’s up to us.” The question, “What kind 
of human society do we want, can we create?” is 
implicit in Detroit right now. 

The challenge is to envision and work out that soci-
ety against the opposition that comes from the capital-
ists, who want to rebuild their empires on our scorched 
earth, as well as the limitations of thinking that stop us 
short of building a human-based world. As important 
to a community as the practical aspects of safe, clean 
neighborhoods are the ideas for the kind of society we 
want. One participant at the People’s Forum empha-
sized, “We don’t just want to rebuild Detroit, we want 
to redesign Detroit.” We can envision a self-organized, 
human-based society and make it a principle of our own 
activity to elicit, critically discuss and realize humanis-
tic social relations. —Detroit Marxist-Humanists 

Creating new Detroit
continued from p. 5

by Elise
Lurie Children’s Hospital’s pediatric gender-iden-

tity clinic in Chicago joins a handful of healthcare fa-
cilities in the U.S. giving care and support to Trans-
gender and gender-variant children and their families. 
Inspired by Boston Children’s Hospital’s Gender Man-
agement Service Clinic—the first such U.S. clinic—Lu-
rie’s is the only such clinic in the Midwest. Part of the 
clinic’s program is to offer the children the space and 
time they need to decide who they are. Dr. Robert Ga-
rofalo, head of the clinic, hopes that the support this 
center offers will be a model for many such facilities in 
the near future.

*   *   *
Studies by Columbia University and Northwest-

ern University revealed that Bisexual men are signifi-
cantly more anxious and depressed than their Gay and 
Straight counterparts. It was also found that poor men-
tal health is more likely among those who keep closeted 
because they have neither a language—in this case of 
fluid sexuality—with which to communicate their ex-
periences and feelings, nor a community with whom to 
speak and share safe space.

*   *   *
It is great that the Defense of Marriage Act/DOMA 

and California’s Proposition 8 were struck down by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. It is also important that mem-
bers of the United for Marriage Coalition apologized to 
Transgender and undocumented immigrant supporters 
of marriage equality for telling them to keep quiet as 
they all rallied on the steps of the Court as it heard ar-
guments against and for DOMA and Proposition 8. The 
Human Rights Campaign, National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force, and others recognized that the apologies 
were insufficient, so they committed to further steps for 
healing, including seeking ways in which Queer rights 
supporters can act together for the realization of equal-
ity and justice for all.

Q U E E R N O T E S

Word Up re-opens 
New York City—Over 100 enthusiastic community 

members in the predominantly Latino/a Washington 
Heights neighborhood celebrated the opening of the 
Word Up Community Bookstore after nearly a year 
of enforced exile. A local political leader spoke, poetry 
was read, music was played and ethnic food was served 
as hundreds of people throughout the two-hour grand 
opening circulated though the store.

Word Up had lost their space last year when the 
landlord raised the rent. They embarked on a citywide 
fundraising drive to raise money for a new place. They 
raised over $60,000 and, as one volunteer told me with 
pride, they were able to get a five-year lease “and we 
aren’t going anywhere.” Once the lease was signed, vol-
unteers sprang into action, bringing books out of stor-
age, transporting them to the new location, cleaning 
the place up, building bookcases, etc. At the reopening 
ceremony the 40 or so volunteers were honored. 

Community members, including lifelong residents 
of the neighborhood, told me that this is the first time 
this neighborhood has had a fully stocked bookstore. 
Young Latinas said they intended to become regular 
customers, and a couple told me that the opening of the 
bookstore was a great event for the community. 

Word Up carries books in English and Spanish, 
both fiction and nonfiction, including books by Raya 
Dunayevskaya in Spanish. There is a performance 
space for literary and cultural events and the bookstore 
is operated in large part by volunteer workers, people 
dedicated to the idea of being a part of the cultural re-
naissance of the Washington Heights community. 

—Michael Gilbert
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killed each day by law enforcement, security guards, or 
vigilantes. (See www.operationghettostorm.org.) Those 
who live in targeted communities already know a history 
of unpunished police murders, from Raymond Herisse in 
Miami to Rekia Boyd in Chicago, from Juan Chavez in 
Los Angeles to Ramarley Graham in New York. 

Vigilantism and lynching have long been accept-
ed as unofficial, and sometimes official, extensions 
of the state’s powers of violence used 
to maintain the country’s racialized 
class structure. Three centuries ago, 
white men in bands patrolled South-
ern states to fight the never-ending 
escapes and rebellions of slaves. Some 
states organized these slave patrols as 
militias, which became a principal mo-
tivation for the Second Amendment’s 
recognition of militias’ right to bear 
arms. That was just one of the ways 
in which the incompleteness of the 
American Revolution resulted in the 
enshrinement of slavery in the Consti-
tution.

A new phase of “justice” issued 
from the unfinished nature of the sec-
ond revolution, that is, the Civil War 
and Reconstruction. As American Civi-
lization on Trial: Black Masses as Van-
guard shows:

“The three basic constituents of 
the betrayal, that is to say, the unfin-
ished state of revolution, were: 1) the 
freedmen did not get ‘the 40 acres and 
a mule’ they were promised; 2) the old 
slave owners did get back their planta-
tions and thus the power to institute a 
mode of production to suit cotton cul-
ture; and 3) the crop lien system was 
introduced with ‘new’ labor: sharecropping….

“Naturally the infamous ‘black codes’ which the 
plantation owners now enacted and were free to ex-
ecute and ‘the gentlemen’s agreement’ with Northern 
capital, as well as with the help of the KKK, paved the 
royal road back for white supremacy South. But once 
we place the problem in its proper economic framework, 
the human factors can emerge and then we can see the 
limitations of all laws, written and unwritten.”
PRISON COMPLEX REPLACES JIM CROW

On this economic foundation, the slave patrols and 
the slavemaster’s summary justice were replaced by 
the growth of the prison system, with the forced labor 
of Black convicts. Its adjunct, the KKK and lynch mobs, 
were proof of the ceaseless struggles of African Ameri-
cans for freedom.

When the Jim Crow system was finally destroyed 

Racism and the fight against it take center stage in U.S.
continued from p. 1 by the Black revolution of the 1960s, the reaction 

against that movement and against the other freedom 
movements it inspired, seized upon the movement’s 
incompleteness. The state unleashed a “war on crime” 
and a “drug war” involving demonization of Blacks and 
Latinos and an explosive growth of the prison system. 
From 338,029 in 1970, by 2008 the number of people in 
prisons and jails had shot up to 2,424,279. About two 
thirds are people of color. 

A new level of rebelliousness of Latinos—from 
farmworker strikes to urban youth 
revolts to solidarity and communica-
tion with revolutionary upheavals in 
the Americas—brought them into the 
sights of the injustice system alongside 
African Americans.

This current phase of racialized 
class “justice” begins at school, where 
Black students are 3.5 times as likely 
to be suspended or expelled as whites. 
Black youth referred to juvenile court 
are much more likely to be punished, 
including being tried as adults. Black 
drug users are more than four times 
as likely to be incarcerated as white. 
In some U.S. cities, 80% of young Black 
men have criminal records.

The criminal injustice system 
starts early and works overtime to 
brand African-American and Latino 
youth with a racially biased stigma, 
under a semblance of colorblind objec-
tivity. The stigma sanctions second-
class status in jobs, housing and voting 
rights, and is self-righteously used by 
pundits, politicians and everyday rac-
ists to defend the exploitative class 
structure of our society. 

Above all they seek to keep white 
workers divided from people of color, 

whose unity could threaten the very foundations of 
U.S. capitalism. For this reason, they encourage racial 
polarization behind bars and attack the racial unity 
achieved in resistance—from the 2010 Georgia prison 
strike to the California prisoners’ hunger strike, still 
going at press time. (See “Prison hunger strikers,” p. 8.)

American Civilization on Trial shows that decisive 
turning points in U.S. history have come about when 
Black masses and white workers coalesced in their 
quest for freedom. To give up on such coalescence is to 
abandon revolution, and therefore to accept this mur-
derous capitalist order. What is needed instead is to 
prevent yet another revolution from remaining unfin-
ished, due to the lack of a unifying philosophy.
RESISTANCE TO ECONOMIC INJUSTICE RISES 

Today’s resistance to the criminal injustice system 
and vigilantism occurs in the context of simmering dis-
content with the overall crisis-ridden society, marked by 
social retrogression and economic depression for the ma-
jority, as against the capitalists raking in their profits.

Unemployment and poverty are brutal for whites 
and twice as bad for Blacks. Across all races, four out 
of five U.S. adults spend at least part of their lives in 
poverty, near-poverty, unemployment or welfare. It is 
no accident that workers in fast food, Walmarts and 
other low-wage jobs have begun to strike and organize, 
with the new militancy of Latino workers, documented 
or not, unleashing formidable energy for class struggles 
since 2006. (See “NYC fast food strikes,” p. 3.)

Resistance has also been stirred by the attacks on 
the vote. “Our country has changed,” Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John Roberts pontificated on June 25, 
as a transparent pretext for gutting the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act—not long after another Supreme Court de-
cision made it almost impossible to sue an employer for 
racial or sexual harassment. The Justice Department 
no longer has the power to reject discriminatory chang-
es to voting laws and practices by a number of states 
and jurisdictions—a power that had been used to strike 
down several laws aimed at suppressing the votes of 
people of color in 2012, and many times before that. 

Just as the 2012 voter suppression efforts sparked 
numerous protests and long lines at the polls, so have 
marches and sit-ins met the new round of voter suppres-
sion unleashed by the Supreme Court’s decision. The bill 
in North Carolina, with blatantly racist intent and ef-
fect, sparked the Moral Monday series of protests, which 
grew to oppose a whole raft of reactionary legislation 
that attacks the unemployed, the poor, teachers, pris-
oners, women’s right to abortions and environmental 
protection, and showering tax breaks on the rich. Since 
April thousands of people have come out to the weekly 
rallies, with over 1,000 arrested for civil disobedience 
as of Aug. 12, and the rallies are spreading across the 
state. (See “Outpouring in Raleigh, N.C.,” p. 11.)
OBAMA IGNORES RACIST JUSTICE SYSTEM

While the Obama administration is intervening 
against voter suppression in Texas and other states, 
there is one aspect it will not touch: disenfranchise-
ment of convicted felons. Clearly, the election of a Black 

President and his appointment of a Black Attorney 
General have not ended racism either generally or in 
the criminal injustice system. Even after the racist 100-
to-1 disparity in crack vs. powdered cocaine sentencing 
was reduced in 2010 to “only” 18-to-1, the administra-
tion is keeping 5,000 people in prison who would be free 
if the law had been in effect when they were sentenced. 
With the stroke of a pen, President Obama could par-
don them. However, his Justice Department is actually 
appealing a court ruling that they should have an op-
portunity for redress.

Nor can one be comforted by the trial balloon 
floated by Obama when he suggested that New York 
City Police Chief Ray Kelly, champion of stop-and-frisk, 
would be an excellent candidate to head the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

All these facets of regression and revolt not only 
have brought attention to the Aug. 24 March on Wash-
ington commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 
historic 1963 March. They also guarantee that the 
struggles will continue long afterwards. Just as the 
1963 March was but one high point of a whole Free-
dom Now movement, today there are many struggles, 
many debates, many strands of movements, crying out 
to coalesce into a mass movement that can shake the 
foundations of this racist, sexist, capitalist society. We 
can hardly afford to downplay the need for philosophy 
and let this become another short-circuited movement 
or another unfinished revolution. All these strands of 
revolt need not only to unite but to deepen, to raise a 
banner of total freedom, so as to open the way to a re-
construction of society on new human beginnings.

August 18, 2013

Aug. 3 demonstration in Los Angeles 
demanding the U.S. Justice Dept. act for 
Trayvon Martin.

by Suzanne Rose
Minors with mental health problems and other dis-

abilities are held in “unconscionable conditions” of 23-
hour solitary confinement, deliberately cut off from ed-
ucation and rehabilitation at a San Francisco Bay area 
juvenile hall, alleges a lawsuit filed in federal court 
in Northern California. The class-action suit against 
Contra Costa County probation and school officials ac-
cuses them of locking young people in small cells for 
days at a time in response to behavior stemming from 
the children’s disabilities, and then depriving them of 
education as part of a three-tier system of isolation.

*   *   *
Samantha Torres, of New Bedford, Mass., said her 

5-year-old daughter Nadia, who suffers from a chromo-
some abnormality and can’t speak, was thrown out of 
a theater with her family because she was making gig-
gling and humming noises that she makes when she’s 
happy. Nadia was humming along with “Beauty and 
the Beast” when they were asked to leave. A theater 
marketing director said the girl was distracting others 
and the family was offered different seats. Torres says 
they were never offered the chance to change seats and 
that the only people bothered by Nadia were the ushers.

*   *   *
A Providence, R.I., school for developmentally dis-

abled students allegedly violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act by making students work manual la-
bor for little or no pay. The Harold H. Birch Vocational 
School operated a “sheltered workshop” that segregated 
kids with disabilities from other students. The school 
denied them the opportunity for integrated employ-
ment when they completed their education by funnel-
ing them into a similar program after graduation. The 
pupils, contracted to private businesses, worked at bag-
ging, labeling, collating and assembling jewelry. Some 
were not paid at all. Those that were, received between 
50¢ and $2 an hour, sometimes working weekends.

HANDICAPTHIS! ‘This is Canada’
On July 25, a piece of pure hate speech appeared in 

the Huffington Post Canada, “Is Quebec Good Enough 
for Canada?” by Diane Weber Bederman, whom the 
Post describes as “a multi-faith-endorsed, hospital-
trained chaplain.” 

Bederman accuses French-Canadians of “secu-
lar fundamentalism...destructive of the bi-lingual, 
multi-ethnic fabric of Canada,” of “uni-lingualism and 
uni-cultural absolutism…a throwback to tribalism…” 
“racism,” and at the end, “…verging on fascism.” Her 
rant continues with a dishonest history of Canada 
since World War I, emphasizing Quebec’s opposition 
to conscription in both world wars, and blames Quebec 
for Canada’s failure to accept Jewish refugees during 
World War II. All of this with no supporting evidence. 

The facts are otherwise. Quebec is one of only two 
bilingual provinces, the other being New Brunswick, 
and all eight other provinces are militantly unilingual. 
Anti-militarism was a good thing, and created the space 
for U.S. draft resisters to take refuge in Canada during 
the 1960s. The decision to turn back Jews during World 
War II was made by Prime Minister Mackenzie-King, 
not Quebec. There was an infamous letter of May 18, 
1942, from FDR to Mackenzie-King which every scholar 
of Canadian history knows about. 

Why did the Huffington Post print Bederman’s 
letter, and why are some Canadian leaders promoting 
her views? It shows how far Canada has shifted to the 
Right since Stephen Harper became Prime Minister in 
2006. The revolutionary political activism of Quebec 
students and labor, the better social safety net, the pro-
tections for free speech, the anti-militarism, the striv-
ing for freedom, which are so present in Quebec, are 
perceived as a threat by Canada’s elite; as is the pos-
sibility that English-Canadian workers will unite with 
their French-speaking compatriots. 

Bederman may have done Quebecers a favor by 
revealing the true bankruptcy of today’s Canada. One 
reader summed up Bederman’s hate-piece with three 
simple words: “This is Canada.” That is a question that 
has yet to be answered. —D. Chêneville and PJ

Close to 2,000 people, many from labor unions, rallied in Chicago against 
the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) on Aug. 8. ALEC helps 
corporations foist legislation on states, from “right to work” to “stand 
your ground,” anti-environment to anti-immigrant to anti-woman.
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E D I T O R I A L
continued from p. 1
were a call to deepen the revolution. Millions took to 
the streets in opposition to Morsi’s rule in demonstra-
tions larger than those that ousted former dictator 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Morsi was narrowly elected in 2012, by a minority 
of eligible voters, against the unpopular Ahmed Shafik, 
the last Prime Minister of the hated Mubarak regime. 
Despite some people’s hopes or illusions, Morsi ruled 
as the narrow religious sectarian that he is, with anti-
woman and anti-labor laws high on his agenda. Noth-
ing was done to address the capitalist crisis at the root 
of Egypt’s massive unrest. The youth of the Tamarod 
(Rebellion) movement gathered 22 million signatures 
in a petition calling for Morsi’s removal—more than all 
the votes that were cast in his election. 

Significantly, the women textile workers of Muhalla 
al-Kubra joined the massive June 30 anti-Morsi demon-
strations. Their strikes of 2006-11 inspired many youth 
who occupied Tahrir Square in the momentous days of 
Mubarak’s downfall; strikes that continued during the 
rule of the military council and the Muslim Brother-
hood. The religious fantasies of the Brotherhood never 
had anything to say to their class, never began to grasp 
its everyday life and struggles. Strikes spread through-
out the economy under Morsi’s rule.

Following Morsi’s overthrow, new strikes have bro-
ken out at a number of textile plants: Nasr and Stia 
Spinning and Weaving companies in Muhalla, Damietta 
Spinning in Damietta, Misr Spinning and Bayda Dyers 
in Kafr al-Dawwar. These often overlooked struggles 
are the living roots of Egypt’s future.

The youth who split from the Brotherhood in sup-
port of the Jan. 25 Revolution, which the Brotherhood 
did not support, were a concrete example of how revolu-
tions change social relations, and why their success is 
determined by these changes. 
VIOLENCE AIMS TO SILENCE REVOLT

The violence of the military and the Brotherhood 
are designed to prevent these changes. As against the 
new social relations made imaginable by the Arab 
Spring, these counter-revolutionary forces aim to stop 
history in its tracks. 

The defeat of Egypt’s Brotherhood theocrats 
brought hope to similar struggles in Tunisia (where 
Leftist politicians have been assassinated, and where 
a new Tamarod youth movement has arisen), Turkey, 
Iran, and within the ranks of Syrian revolutionaries. 
The mass chant, “You lied to us in the name of religion!” 
resonates deeply. The Egyptian generals are acting to 
usurp this world-historic, international movement.

The generals, now casting themselves in the role 
of Gamal Abdel Nasser and Egyptian nationalism, 
are playing to the sentiment felt by many in the op-
position that “The army and the people are one hand.” 
This could not be farther from the truth. The generals 
view “democracy” as a grab bag of political tendencies 
to be appropriated for use when needed, to be cast aside 
when they become dead weight as Morsi did. The “tech-
nocrats” they placed in positions of authority have no il-
lusions about this. More important, the masses should 
have no illusions, even if some Tamarod “leaders” who 
have attacked the independent revolutionaries of the 
Third Square (neither army nor Brotherhood) move-
ment are propagating them. 
CAPITALISM THRIVES ON ‘STABILITY’

The army-anointed road to new elections and a new 
constitution, now lit up by tracer bullets and flash gre-
nades, is designed to channel the masses’ revolutionary 
impulses into a direction safe for capitalism and the 
military’s power.

Neither religion, nor the military, nor any party can 
substitute for the self-organization of masses in motion. 
Only they can not only overthrow the old but deepen the 
revolution to social revolution that establishes the foun-
dation for a new classless, non-sexist, non-sectarian, 
truly human society. Until that becomes the banner of 
the masses, new “representatives”—whether the Broth-
erhood, the army, or a secular, civilian, liberal leader—
will arise to short-circuit the revolutionary process.

Outrage at Trayvon Martin injustice 
Los Angeles marches

Los Angeles—On Saturday, July 13, when the 
media announced that the jury had found George 
Zimmerman—who had stalked and murdered unarmed 
Trayvon Martin as he was walking home on the night 
of Feb. 26, 2012—not guilty in Sanford, Fla., people 
started gathering at Leimert Park in the Black com-
munity to address their anger. There were gatherings 
at Leimert Park for the next four days. 

On July 14, 200 to 300 Mexicans, Latinas and 
some whites, Asians and Blacks gathered in the Boyle 
Heights Mariachi Plaza for justice for Trayvon Mar-
tin. Next to the speakers’ podium was a large photo of 
Trayvon Martin with the words, “We are all Trayvon,” 
with flowers and candles in front of the photo. A Mexi-
can woman said many women are in tears because their 
children are either killed or imprisoned. 

On July 20, the national day of Justice for Trayvon 
Martin, 500 to 800 protestors—mostly Black, but also 
white, Asian and Latino—gathered at the downtown 
Federal Building, with banners and T-shirts: “Injustice 
and racism more terrifying than hoodies” and “There 
must be those among us whom we can sit down and 
weep and still be counted as warriors—Adrienne Rich.” 

The organizers led the crowd on a nine-mile march 
to Leimert Park, where another rally was held. During 
the open mic, people loudly protested that only those 
who marched all nine miles were allowed to speak.

—Basho

In Chicago with Emmett Till
Chicago—Thousands of people showed up in down-

town Federal Plaza July 20 to protest the racist acquit-
tal of George Zimmerman for Trayvon Martin’s murder. 
The protest was sponsored by liberal groups and WVON 
radio, with speakers like Rev. Jesse Jackson and former 
Alderman Cliff Kelley. But beneath the liberal surface 
beat a revolutionary heart.

The  vast  majority of people who attended 
were Black Chicagoans.   The speakers were be-
ing driven to articulate thoughts and feelings 
that were widely shared. This included both 
the calls for economic justice and Fr. Michael 
Pfleger’s denunciation of historical and contem-
porary genocide. 

Airicka Gordon-Taylor, a younger cousin of Emmett 
Till, spoke, and the history of Black freedom struggle 
was right to the fore: “When I heard the verdict I said, 
Wow! This is what this must have felt like, 58 years 
ago. All I could think was that the festering sores of 
injustice were torn open all over again for my family. 
The wound is still there unhealed. 

“This is what it feels like today when they’re 
trying to abolish our voting rights. This is what 
it feels like when our substandard school systems 
and closures are mounting in numbers beyond 
the 1950s. When our teachers are working in hor-
rible conditions. Lack of technology in communi-
ties of color—this is what it feels like. I charge 
our youth today: Remain vigilant! Remain vocal 
and visible! Don’t lose your momentum, because 
the past is now your present! Amadou Diallo, 
Howard Morgan, Stephon Watts, Oscar Grant, 
Emmett Till and Trayvon Martin—the past is now 
your present!”

Trayvon Martin’s murder forced a wide recogni-
tion of the true nature of American history. Compro-
mise isn’t even skin deep—as always, the alternatives 
remain a revolutionary transformation of this society, 
or new forms of racist reaction.  —Tim Finnegan 

Outpouring in Raleigh, N.C.
Raleigh, N.C.—On July 14, the day after a jury found 

George Zimmerman not guilty of murdering 17-year-
old Trayvon Martin, Black Workers for Justice called 
for an emergency rally downtown in Moore Square, in 
economically marginalized southeast Raleigh. About 
100 people attended. Community members shared our 
outrage, grief, frustration, anger and calls to organize. 

Two young Black men asked us to remember 
their friend Shon McClain, an inmate at Raleigh 
Central prison who had been beaten to death on 
June 4 by a prison guard. A white woman urged 
whites to educate friends and family about ra-
cial profiling and white people’s responsibility to 
work to dismantle racism. 

The following Sunday the NC-NAACP organized a 
rally that also began in Moore Square. Up to 3,000 peo-
ple came to honor Trayvon Martin. One speaker called 
on people to sit in, occupy buildings, march, rally, pro-
test and organize. We then marched ten blocks to Mar-
tin Street Baptist Church, a mostly Black church and a 
hub of civil rights organizing. 

Participants packed in, filling the choir loft, aisles, 
pulpit and hallways. Hundreds remained outside in the 
sweltering humidity. People carried signs: “17 and Un-
armed,” “End White Supremacy!” “Do I Look Guilty?” 
“Stop Killing My People,” and “Unjust Laws Kill.” 

Black women took the stage to share stories of 

their daily struggles to protect their Black sons. One 
said that when Zimmerman was found innocent, it sent 
a message to all Black boys that the U.S. legal system 
deems them worthless. She vowed to tell her children 
every day that they are beautiful, loved and as good as 
any other person. 

Rev. William Barber, president of the NC-NAACP 
and lead organizer of the Moral Monday movement in 
which nearly 1,000 North Carolinians were arrested 
for civil disobedience at the NC General Assembly over 
the summer, reminded us that North Carolina also has 
stand your ground laws. Barber urged everyone to reg-
ister people to vote and to fight against the onslaught 
of regressive laws passed in the last legislative session.

Young people are at the forefront of calling for jus-
tice for Trayvon Martin. The NC Student Power Union, 
NC HEAT (Heroes Emerging Among Teens) and other 
grassroots groups are uniting with workers and com-
munity organizations to stop the attacks on education 
and public services. They are brilliantly making the 
links among many forms of oppression and the murder 
of Trayvon Martin. The movement is alive, strong and 
growing—and this is perhaps the most powerful way we 
honor Trayvon and move closer to true liberation. 

—Josephine Maier

Trayvon and Oscar Grant

Oakland, Calif.-—On July 13, some 250 took to the 
streets of Oakland after George Zimmerman was ac-
quitted of killing Trayvon Martin. As the protest raged 
late into the night, there was property damage and ar-
rests. The following afternoon an eight-mile march took 
an unplanned route through West Oakland, swelling to 
1,200 at its peak as Black residents from the neighbor-
hoods joined in. 

The next Friday a group of clean-cut Black clergy-
men dressed in suits, i.e., no hoodies, led 150 people 
on a quiet march, protesting police brutality, from City 
Hall to the Fruitvale BART station, where Oscar Grant 
had been murdered, for a candlelight vigil. Mainstream 
media characterized the first two events as violent, me-
andering and aimless, while gushing over the clergy-
led march as peaceful, orderly and focused. 

The racist murderers of Trayvon Martin and Oscar 
Grant were orderly and focused, but not very peaceful.

—David M’Oto

 NYC marches for Trayvon
New York—As the news of the racist verdict on the 

Trayvon Martin case spread through poor and work-
ing class neighborhoods, everyone filled Union Square; 
soon there were over 8,000 protestors. 

People held handmade signs denouncing the ver-
dict. Others had printed signs with the image of a 
young Black man in a hoodie with the caption “We are 
all Trayvon.” The most incredible part of the rally was 
its multiracial and youthful character. Many young 
white people knew that they also had to take a stand. 

Then the march began, with no official permit 
asked for or granted. Thousands took over Broadway, 
defying the police and chanting “Whose Streets? Our 
Streets!” Soon Times Square was also filled with pro-
testers. It grew in size as people from north of Union 
Square and Times Square joined in. 

Eventually the march reached historic 125th St. in 
Harlem, where the youthful marchers again took con-
trol of the streets, although there had already been ar-
rests. Then people headed up Malcolm X Boulevard and 
rallied at Harlem Hospital. Around 200 continued to 
the South Bronx and held a rally at the Court House. 

What stood out is how the youth took control 
of the streets and defied Mayor Bloomberg and 
the NYPD. This was a night for revolutionary 
youth, for young people sick of a racist system 
that lets the murderers of young Blacks and Lati-
nos walk free from their crimes. 

New York City is no stranger to this. We still re-
member Ramarley Graham, the Black teenager shot 
and killed in his own house in the Bronx by a cop last 
year; we remember Amadou Diallo, the hard-working 
African immigrant shot 41 times by the hired guns of 
the NYPD. We have long memories and, like the old 
song says, it’s time for justice. —Michael Gilbert

SUBSCRIBE TO NEWS & LETTERS
The only Marxist-Humanist paper in the world.

Can’t surf to newsandletters.org to read 
the latest issue?  Then take along the original 
portable News & 
Letters in news-
paper form to read 
and share at rallies, 
demonstrations and 
picket lines.

Only $5 a year 
within the U.S.—bun-
dles of six or more are 
just 25¢ apiece.

See page 7 to order.
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Anti-LGBT bigot sued in human rights trial

WORLD   VIEWIN

Who We Are And What We Stand For
News and Letters Committees is an 

organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private prop-
erty form as in the U.S., and its state 
property form, as it has historically ap-
peared in state-capitalist regimes calling 
themselves Communist as in Russia and 
China. We stand for the development of 
new human relations, what Marx first 
called a new Humanism.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation—activi-
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation.

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 

National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907–
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya’s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolution: 
From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to 
Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
en’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of 
Revolution (1982) spell out the philosoph-
ic ground of Marx’s Humanism interna-
tionally, as American Civilization on Tri-
al concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way road between the 
U.S. and Africa.

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, begin-
ning with Engels. In light of the crises of 
our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 

to reveal and further develop the revolu-
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted 
in her discovery of Marx’s Marxism in 
its original form as a new Humanism 
and in her re-creation of that philosophy 
for our age as Marxist-Humanism. This 
is recorded in the documents on micro-
film and open to all under the title The 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—Marxist-
Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development.

Dunayevskaya’s philosophic com-
prehension of her creation and develop-
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres-
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free-
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya’s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 

and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso-
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx-
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du-
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con-
cretizing this body of ideas for our time.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com-
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party “to lead.” We participate 
in all class and freedom struggles, nation-
ally and internationally. As our Constitu-
tion states: “It is our aim…to promote the 
firmest unity among workers, Blacks and 
other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the 
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and 
labor.” We do not separate mass activities 
from the activity of thinking. Send for a 
copy of the Constitution of News and Let-
ters Committees.

N E W S  A N D  L E T T E R S  C O M M I T T E E S

From the beginning, the Obama administra-
tion’s “red line” on chemical weapons has been 
a smokescreen for continuing genocide. Why 
would victims of chemical weapons be qualita-
tively different to the U.S. government than the 
tens of thousands who died during the months 
of peaceful protest, or the 100,000-plus who have 

died since the Syrian Revo-
lution began?

Finally, the presence of UN 
inspectors sent the message 
that the UN—with Assad’s pa-
tron, Russia, holding Security 
Council veto power—would do 
nothing to support the Syrian 
people. Inspectors were mere 
miles from the site of the chem-
ical attacks, confined to their 
hotels. In fact, their mandate to 
investigate anything has been 
extremely limited.
RHETORIC, REALITY AND 
REVOLUTION

The sheer depravity of the 
Assad regime’s actions will 
compel at least a rhetorical re-

sponse from the U.S. administration, the EU, and the 
Arab League, among others. Putin’s Russia, Iran, and 
others will respond, and for many reality will disappear 
in the face of “the enemy of my enemy is my friend,” like 
so many discussions of Syria.

The idiocy and futility of this is revealed by those 
Western Leftists now being promoted by the Iranian re-
gime’s PressTV, from George Galloway (“Israel and al-
Qaeda did these attacks”) to neo-Stalinists of the Work-
ers World Party. Such discredited spokesmen only show 
the weakness of the Iranian rulers’ position.

But the Syrian Revolution has revealed the real 
structure of our world. In Syria, the world-historic free-
dom movement of the Arab Spring confronts directly 
the entire oppressive state-capitalist order. From Mos-
cow to Tehran, Riyadh to Washington, Beijing to Brus-
sels, there has been the keenest interest—but no real 
aid to the revolution.
THE NATURE OF IMPERIALISM

All capitalist powers share an interest in con-
trolling labor at the point of production. This is why 
contending imperialisms can find common interests. 
Assad’s violence is an intensified version of the strike-
breakers’ clubs, the prison yard’s rifle tower, and the 

by Gerry Emmett
Did humanity shudder? At 3 AM on Aug. 21, the 

genocidal regime of Bashar al-Assad attacked the 
Damascus suburbs with deadly chemical weapons. 
Over 1,300 people, mainly women and children, died.

Most of the victims had been asleep. This is why so 
many of the dead children were 
in their pajamas, the babies in 
their one-pieces.

The scenes of horror were 
captured by cameras, by cell 
phones, and broadcast to the 
world. One little girl in a hospi-
tal, Younma, terrified and trau-
matized by her parents’ deaths, 
could only repeat “I’m alive! 
I’m alive!” As if she too might 
be swept into darkness, like the 
dozens, and then hundreds, of 
children laid out side by side in 
makeshift morgues.

This coldly calculated 
atrocity took place in a number 
of places simultaneously. The 
chemical attacks were followed 
by intense shelling. Initial 
casualty figures provided by the Local Coordinating 
Councils included: 400 dead in Zamalka, 300 in Ham-
ouriya, 150 in Douma, 150 in Kafr Batna, 75 in Ein 
Tarma, 105 in Mouadamiyeh and Daraa, 69 in Saqba, 
63 in Erbin, 16 in Jisreen, 5 in Harasta.
‘RED LINES’ THAT OBSCURE GENOCIDE

It wasn’t the first time Assad has used these out-
lawed weapons. But this was the most deadly chemical 
attack since Saddam Hussein’s genocidal massacre of 
thousands of Iraqi Kurds at Halabja in 1988. (The U.S. 
government then claimed there was no proof of Sad-
dam’s guilt, as Russia and Iran claim today with Assad.)

Assad was emboldened to do this now for a number 
of reasons. First, despite some recent reporting to the 
contrary, he continues to lose ground to the opposition. 
While he tries to carve out a territory between Damas-
cus, the capital, and Latakia on the coast, the greater 
territory of Syria will never again be his to rule. He can 
destroy people and buildings from above, but will never 
again control the liberated countryside. So his regime 
believes it has nothing to lose.

Second, the lack of response by the U.S. or other 
powers to the Egyptian military’s massacre of Muslim 
Brotherhood protestors served as a green light to Assad. 

 Latin America in view
Ecuador—Oil drilling in the Yasuni national park 

of the Amazon is likely to begin after a proposed $3.6 
billion fund failed to draw substantial donations from 
developed countries. The idea, proposed by the govern-
ment of President Rafael Correa, was to solicit fund-
ing to not drill for oil, thus preserving this natural bio-
sphere and not contribute additional greenhouse gases 
to the atmosphere. With only $12 million raised, Cor-
rea has canceled the initiative and will open the area 
for drilling. The hopes of environmentalists proved no 
match for the “logic” of capitalism’s voracious appetite 
for production and more production fueled by oil. Cor-
rea, as with many “progressive” leaders, is under the 
sway of “developmental-ism.”

Brazil—Rapes in Rio de Janeiro, including pub-
lic ones, have been a horrid fact of life, drawing little 
notice or investigation by the police and governmental 
authorities. It is overwhelmingly poor working-class 
women who are victims, and their protests are ignored. 
Only the public rape of a U.S. woman drew the atten-
tion of authorities, who tracked down the assailants. It 
turned out they had previously raped a working-class 
Brazilian woman. When she went to the police, nothing 
was done. Brazil, which prides itself on female equality, 
with a woman president and other women in high posi-
tions, is a deeply classist society as well as a misogynist 
and race-determined one.

Mexico—Escuelita Zapatista (little school) has 
just completed its first course, with hundreds of Mexi-
can and international activists spending five days in 
Indigenous communities in Chiapas, living, working 
and learning “the Zapatista meaning of freedom.” In 
addition, there were live video conferences every day, 
broadcast internationally, with the presence and voice 
of Indigenous women and men explaining Zapatista 
autonomy, the rights of women in their communities, 
resistance to the government authorities, authentic 
participatory democracy, and the Zapatista system of 
justice. —Eugene Walker

armored police assault clearing the streets.
The mass murders in Damascus are meant to de-

clare that this world of injustice and oppression is hu-
manity’s permanent state—to instill despair. But it was 
the rejection of despair, the assertion of human dignity, 
that began the Arab Spring in 2010, and opened a path 
to grasping revolution in permanence as the needed 
goal. If we seem to have arrived back at the beginning, 
in this sense, we also know our tasks much better.

Syria regime’s genocidal gas attacks

U.S. preacher and bigot Scott Lively will have to face 
charges of human rights violations in a Massachusetts 
courtroom. The charges were brought under a little- 
used law called the Alien Tort Statute. Foreign survi-
vors of human rights abuses can sue the perpetrators of 
the abuses in the U.S. 

Lively is best known as promoter of Uganda’s “Kill 
the Gays” bill. His homophobic preaching has led to 
persecution and death among African Gays. In this he 
is reminiscent of the U.S. “religious” figures who sup-
ported terrorist movements targeting Angola and Mo-
zambique in the 1980s—forerunners of today’s funda-
mentalist terrorists.

The suit is being brought by Sexual Minorities 
Uganda, supported by the Center for Constitutional 
Rights in New York.   

Under Lively’s influence, Ugandan lawmakers 

crafted bills to criminalize the practice and advocacy 
of LGBT rights, and to paint Gays in particular as 
pedophiles. Not only were these bills introduced into 
Uganda’s Parliament, but harassment and assaults on 
LGBT people increased. Activist David Kato, of Sexual 
Minorities Uganda, was one of those killed.

Lively is a crazed homophobe who believes that 
Gays were responsible for the Holocaust (laid out in 
his book, The Pink Swastika) and the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide.

While he has legal troubles in regard to Uganda, 
Lively has found a new favorite country in Russia. The 
current vicious anti-LGBT climate there suits him well, 
and perhaps owes a little to his 2006 50-city preaching 
tour. In the reactionary Russian churchmen cultivated 
under Putin’s rule, a crazed American fundamentalist 
can find lots of common interests.

Special offer for
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$10 with free shipping 
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to News & Letters—a $7 savings

Over 1,000 took part in the emergency action to protest the 
chemical weapons attacks on Syrians, Aug. 24 in Chicago.

Roger Beltrami


