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“Human power is its own end”—Karl Marx

WORKSHOPTALKS
Don’t stop at
raising wages
by Htun Lin

That there are two Americas when it comes to the
economy and the wealth of our nation is no mystery to
anyone. Everyone now knows the top 1% have essentially been the only beneficiaries of the latest “boom.”
Journalists and economists take pains to point out how
this jobless expansion has allowed the investors to recover from their losses of the 2008 financial collapse.
Workers, though, are still left holding the bag.
Progressive politicians and labor advocates are
suddenly on a campaign to highlight the plight of the
working poor. President Obama issued an executive order to raise the minimum wage of federally contracted
workers to $10.10 an hour. Governor Brown has pushed
for a raise in the California minimum wage. Congresswoman Jackie Speier spent a night in a homeless shelter to highlight her discovery that even married couples
with active full-time jobs can end up in a shelter.
Even Ron Unz, a millionaire Republican activist,
has seen the light—circulating petitions for a California ballot measure calling for a two-step increase in the
minimum wage to $10 an hour in 2015 and $12 in 2016,
outdoing Obama and the Democrats.
We’ve been through all this before. What we now
call the 1% used to be called robber barons. There was
no shortage of self-appointed champions of the poor
continued on p. 3

EDITORIAL Capitalist

economy is failing

Ongoing national strikes and demonstrations by
fast food workers demanding a $15 an hour living wage
show that workers’ reality is not the media-touted
economic “recovery” enjoyed by the super-wealthy
finance capitalists. In real life the 2008 depression
drags on. In his State of the Union address, President
Obama criticized today’s gross inequality and urged
Congress to raise the federal minimum wage to $10.10
an hour, which he has since decreed for new workers
employed under new federal contracts beginning in
2015.
In a punitive move, Congressional Republicans
wouldn’t even allow a vote for long-term unemployment
benefits to continue, in spite of the record 1.7 million,
or 37% of the officially unemployed, who have been
out of work for six months or longer. Previously, a
rate anywhere near this was called an emergency,
compelling an automatic extension of benefits.

FURTHER SHREDDING OF THE SAFETY NET

Republicans forced an additional yearly cut of $1
billion to the food stamp program. Since 2007 food
stamps have been a lifeline for a growing number. An
unprecedented $100 million a year in food stamps,
a 300% increase since 2007, even supports military
families whose breadwinners mistakenly thought
joining the military provided a path out of poverty.
This deprivation comes during the weakest
recovery ever, with an official unemployment rate
of 6.6%, which is really nearly 12% if one includes
those who have given up searching for work. Today’s
extreme and growing inequality is a major topic among
economists, who were greeted at the January World
Economic Forum in Davos with an Oxfam International
report that the top 1% now own nearly half the world’s
continued on p. 8
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Women fight for freedom
against growing retrogression

the rights and dignity of women.” There is no question
that the reign of terror imposed by the Taliban involved
While experiences in the squares of the Arab
horrendous attacks on women’s freedom and their very
Spring, in Turkey’s Gezi Park, in the streets of Spain
lives. Yet after a 14-year war and thousands of deaths,
and Greece, and in the U.S. Occupy Movements have
not only are the Taliban not gone, but President Hamid
revealed moments of what new human relations
Karzai wants to negotiate a “peace” with them. There is
between women and men could look like, those
not a shred of doubt that the limited rights that women
moments of hope and exhilaration have been followed
have gained would be his first chip on the bargaining
by devastating reaction and retrogression.
table. Indeed, the destruction of Afghan women’s hardAn example of that retrogression—counterwon rights is already happening:
revolution, stepping on the heels of revolution and
♀ Heather Barr, the senior Afghanistan researcher
often emanating from within it—reared its hideous
at Human Rights
face in Egypt, where
Watch, wrote in The
www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=676685945706217&set=
Muslim
Brotherhood
pb.126675357373948.-2207520000.1393543458
New York Times on a
leader
Mohamed
draft law that would
Morsi squandered his
reintroduce execution
election by refusing to
by
stoning
for
represent the hopes of
adultery. The law was
the revolution. Sexual
prepared by Afghan
harassment, which was
government officials.
almost
non-existent
♀
A
new
during the occupation of
element that was
the squares, is back with
introduced into the
a vengeance.
Afghan
Criminal
The Egyptian army
Procedure
Code—
under
General
Sisi
only omitted because
never stopped harassing
of a huge national
women and is continuing
and
international
to conduct so-called
outcry—would
have
Afghan
women
demonstrate
on
Feb.
13
in
Kabul
showing
their
opposition
to
“virginity
tests”
on
relatives
violence against women. They chant: “Justice! Justice!” and “No more violence!” banned
activists even though he
from appearing as
vowed not to do so. The
witnesses in court, thus giving a green light to domestic
military is raping and beating women in the streets
violence and child abuse. This in a country where
and jails who participate in revolutionary protests.
reports of abuse rose by 28% in 2013 over 2012, but
WAR IS UBIQUITOUS
prosecutions rose by only 2%.
♀ Abuses against women have greatly increased.
Along with counter-revolution, what else has
made women’s never-ending struggle for freedom more
Sima Samar, chair of the Afghanistan Independent
difficult is war—and it is everywhere. A 32-month
Human Rights Commission, said, “The brutality of
war has ravaged the lives of women from the Nuba
the cases is really bad. Cutting the nose, lips and ears.
Mountains, where the last two months of 2013 were
Committing public rape.” Suraya Pakzad, who runs
particularly brutal. Sudanese government militias
women’s shelters, said, “Killing women in Afghanistan
have forced thousands to flee their homes. They are
is an easy thing. There’s no punishment.”
♀ Severe malnutrition among Afghan children
running from killings, arbitrary arrests and mass
rapes. In Lebanon, discrimination, rape, harassment,
has increased 50% or more since 2012. Doctors Without
and child marriages are increasing rapidly. In Burma
Borders reports that the hospital in the capital of
(Myanmar) a new report by the Women’s League of
Helmand province is admitting 200 starving children a
Burma (WLB) revealed the Army’s systematic rape of
month—four times more than it did in 2012.
women and girls. Particularly horrifying is that many
WOMEN COPE WITH AN IRAQ IN SHAMBLES
of the women and girls—some as young as eight years
The situation is no better for women in Iraq. The
old—die from internal injuries. Most of the cases
U.S. left the country in shambles. In 2013 more than
are perpetrated by high-ranking Burmese military
7,800 civilians were killed—the deadliest year since
officials, and are linked to the military offensive
2008—and nearly 18,000 Iraqi civilians were injured.
against the Kachin and Shan ethnic minorities.
Now 28% of Iraqi families—9.5 million individuals—
AMERICA’S WARS SHATTER WOMEN
live in poverty. That poverty, the lack of laws against
Many of us can remember the justification
human trafficking, and the breakdown in government
made by the Bush administration for the U.S. war
and infrastructure caused by continuous war have made
in Afghanistan. Laura Bush was trotted out in 2001
Iraq “a hotbed of human trafficking and smuggling
to make the appeal: “They (the Taliban) must be
from all over the world,” according to a 2013 U.S. State
stopped. The fight against terrorism is also a fight for
continued on p. 10

by Terry Moon

Ukraine and Bosnia: historic uprisings
by Gerry Emmett

In Ukraine, an unexpected eruption of mass
struggle led to the overthrow of Ukraine’s corrupt,
oligarchic, and ultimately murderous President Viktor Yanukovych. In Bosnia, at the same time, massive,
nationwide discontent with the corrupt system left in
place when the 1995 Dayton Accords partitioned the
country has led to the equally unexpected creation of
new forms of democratic organization.
These movements continue the profoundly democratic aspirations unleashed worldwide by the Arab
Spring. In both cases, the eruption of mass struggle
also evokes profound depths of historic memory. It is a
unique historic moment, the kind of moment that opens
vistas to the future even as it sheds light on the past.

THE OLIGARCHS AND THE MAIDAN

Yanukovych’s presidency rose from the turmoil following Ukraine’s independence, a part of the wave of
movements which overthrew Communist rule in Eastern Europe and Russia. His faction of oligarchs is based
in eastern Ukraine, in the old industrial region that

was carved up among former Communist Party apparatchiks.
This is similar to what happened in Russia, and
the ghost ship empire that President Vladimir Putin
pursues, based in the neo-fascist ideology of Alexander
Dugin. Both have the same ruling class base.
Anti-Yanukovych sentiment initially began last November with a few hundred students coming out to Independence Square (Maidan) to protest his decision to
orient toward Russia’s proposed economic union. It was
Yanukovych’s brutal treatment of these first protests
that eventually brought a large part of Kiev’s population into the Maidan. He had tapped into a century’s
worth of indignation, including the suffering Ukrainians underwent during Stalin’s genocidal famine, and
the forced relocation of the Muslim Tatars.
The Ukraine that began to hear and speak for itself
in the Maidan was made up of both Ukrainian and Russian speakers; it included historic Jewish and Muslim
minorities; and significant parts were played by feminists and LGBT activists—examples of new human
continued on p. 12
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Court, fanatics besiege clinics

allowed “to talk to the [scabs] who are about to [take my
job] and try to talk them out of it.”
In June the U.S. Supreme
The man spewing harassment and threats in
Court will decide if buffer
Huntsville is no isolated incident. Cosmopolitan recentzones around clinics that ofly posted an article, “6 Women on Their Terrifying, Infer abortion are a violation of
furiating Encounters With Abortion Clinic Protesters”
freedom of speech. Court watchers say they look ready
(http://www.cosmopolitan.com/celebrity/news/abortionto rule the zones illegal. That would be a tragedy. In
clinic-protesters), that the Supreme Court should take
a strikingly disingenuous—or criminally ignorant—
to heart.
statement, Justice Antonin Scalia
The
article
said, speaking of anti-abortion faquotes
Brittany
natics who mob women entering
from Colorado, who
clinics, “These people don’t want
went to a clinic when
to protest abortion. They want to
she was 21 with her
talk to the women who are about
aunt. She relates
to get abortions and try to talk
that they “noticed a
them out of it.”
few men, all in their
The New York Times contrib50s or 60s, milling
uted to masking the viciousness
around the parkof these so-called “sidewalk couning lot…” and one
selors” with an article (“Where
“made a beeline for
Free Speech Collides with Aborus with a fistful of
tion Rights,” Jan. 12) that paintpamphlets. My aunt
ed the lead plaintiff in the case as
said, ‘Thanks, but
a grandmotherly 77-year-old who
no thanks,’ and he
“posed no threat.” Had they spent
got irate, screamany time at all in front of clinics
ing, ‘How can you
where Operation Rescue, Save the
do this? You’re killStorks, Abolish Human Abortion,
ing your baby to
Operation Save America, Pro-Life Escorts take part in a Moral Monday March in Raleigh, NC, on Feb. 8.
continue on your
America, National Right to Life, Escorts help women negotiate throngs of anti-abortion protesters.
whore lifestyle, you
and oh, so many more, harangue,
jezebel!’
harass, threaten, film, jam leaf‘SURREAL
AND
TERRIFYING
AT
ONCE’
lets in unwilling hands and through car windows, and
“Suddenly we were surrounded by five other men,”
scream at women through bullhorns and loudspeakers,
Brittany continues, “That’s when the baby-doll parts
they might have printed a more objective view.
starting hitting us. They had a box filled with torn
‘FREEDOM OF SPEECH’ IS POLITICIZED
apart baby dolls covered with red paint. All three of us
One cannot but be struck with the different atwere hit—in the head, chest, torso. As they were pelting
titude to and treatment of anti-abortion fanatics as
us, they yelled, ‘This is what you’re doing to your baby!
against workers on strike who want to stop scabs from
Look at the street! It’s strewn with the blood of your
going into a factory and taking their jobs. Anyone who
baby. That’s your baby scattered across the street!’ It
has walked a picket line knows that police will be right
was surreal and terrifying at once.” She thought she’d
there to escort scabs though the line into the factory. If
feel better inside. “But,” she wrote, “as I sat in the waita worker steps out of line, she’s arrested immediately. If
ing area, I could hear every single girl get out of her car
a worker doesn’t keep moving, if she blocks the factory
and do that walk of shame. That was the worst part of
door for an instant, she’s arrested. But police, for the
the day.”
most part, give anti-abortion fanatics free rein. That’s
These groups do great harm, be it posting pictures
one reason buffer zones were needed in the first place.
of a 14-year-old going into a clinic on their internet page
Imagine if a worker set up loudspeakers to scream
for, literally, the world to see, as more than one group
threats into a factory. They’d be stopped immediately.
has done, or by making a day that is already difficult
But outside a clinic in Huntsville, Ala., a fanatic set up
for women, much more so.
a loudspeaker because, to quote him: “I want the word
The majority on the Supreme Court seem to be
of god to penetrate this building…I’m here to warn you
purposefully forgetting that anti-abortion fanatics have
to flee the wrath of god to come. I’m here to warn you of
bombed and burned down clinics and shot and killed
the wrath of god to come.” Clearly, politicized “freedom
doctors as well as clinic receptionists, translators and
of speech” has been granted to anti-abortion fanatics
guards. They are domestic terrorists that neither our
but withheld from workers, who would certainly not be
government nor law enforcement treat as such.
There is no doubt that the fight for safe, accessible,
affordable abortion will continue. We demand the U.S.
Supreme Court not make that struggle more difficult.

REASON

by Terry Moon

Thanks to clinic escorts in Raleigh, North Carolina

WOMENWORLDWIDE
by Artemis

Eminent theoretical chemists Anna Krylov, Emily
A. Carter and Laura Gagliardi have called for a boycott
of the International Congress of Quantum Chemistry
to be held by the International Academy of Quantum
Molecular Sciences in Beijing, China, in 2015. The Conference’s list of 24 speakers and five chairs is all male.
Krylov stated in the online boycott petition that this is
an ongoing problem with bias in the scientific community, and that the Women in Theoretical Chemistry web
directory lists over 300 women, many of whom are “far
more distinguished than many of the men being invited
to speak at these conferences.”
* * *
On Jan. 24, Shulamit Aloni, an outspoken Israeli
leader in human, civil, women’s and children’s rights
died at the age of 86. She had a long career as a member
of and minister in Parliament, and also worked for social justice as an attorney, teacher, radio show host, and
author of several newspaper columns and six books, the
last written at age 80. She strongly supported a secular government and a constitution for Israel, and stated
the country’s occupation of Palestine “is killing us all.”
A proposal has been made for an Israeli LGBT center to
be renamed after her, and her passing is feared to mark
the decline of the Left in Israel.
* * *
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova and Maria Alyokhina,
members of the Russian punk feminist rock/performance protest art group Pussy Riot, were imprisoned
in 2012 for “hooliganism motivated by religious hatred”
for protesting President Putin’s combination of church
and state. Released on Dec. 23, 2013, they rejoined the
group, which performed in a concert for Amnesty International, then released a video critical of the oil industry. Two members of the group were beaten at the Sochi
Olympics by security officers while making a video of
their protest of Putin’s anti-LGBT policies and arrests
of activists.

‘Humane immigration
reform now!’

Los Angeles—On Feb. 22, 400 immigrant workers
from Mexico and Central America and their U.S. supporters marched through downtown for “comprehensive
and humane immigration reform now!” Sponsored by
the Full Rights for Immigrants Coalition, the march
included members of Hermandad Mexicana Transnacional, Consejos de Federaciones Mexicanos en Norteamérica/Council of Mexican Federations, Council of Biracial Organizations and many individuals.
We gathered and marched with U.S. flags and
chanted: “Somos un pueblo sin frontera/We are a people
without borders” and “Obama! Escucha! Estamos en
la lucha!” (Listen, Obama, we’re in the struggle!) with
signs that read “Don’t take my mom,” “Taxation without representation,” “Legalization—sí! Deportation—
no!” and “Pathway to citizenship for families.”
Though much smaller than the march last September when 4,000 demonstrated for immigration reform
legislation to stop the massive deportations that are
destroying working families (see “Legalize my parents,”
Nov.-Dec. 2013 N&L), this march was just as spirited.
But I heard only one woman speak, although
half of the marchers were women.
Dr. John Fernandez said: You can’t separate the
civil rights movement in the 1960s from the marches
for immigrant rights today. I marched in the 1970 Chicano Moratorium march against the Vietnam War,
which grew out of the Civil Rights Movement.
Pastor Logan, a Black pastor/activist, said: You
and I, we stand in solidarity. We are stronger together.
I know the pain you’re going through. There was a time
I felt the pain of losing my children. Keep fighting, keep
praying. And he led a chant: “Obama! Escucha! Estamos en la lucha!”
—Basho
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‘Sex Workers Unite’

Sex Workers Unite: A History of the Movement from
Stonewall to SlutWalk, by Melinda Chateauvert, is a
valuable history of the Sex Workers’ Rights Movement
in the U.S. from its start in the 1960s to the present and
its intersection with other social justice movements.
Activists chose the term “sex worker” because it includes
providers of any sexual service or entertainment and is
gender neutral. “Worker” puts it into the same context
as other labor struggles with the need for safe and fair
working conditions.
Chateauvert explains that whether people become
sex workers from “choice, circumstance, or coercion,”
they are “fighters” who need others to be their allies
not rescuers. Trafficking victims could find help more
easily under the human rights approach rather than
the current one in which they are criminalized. She also
explains the many reasons why sex workers demand
decriminalization rather than legalization, which
results in more harassment and exploitation from law
enforcement and the state. In fact, sex workers most
often cite the police as perpetrators of rape, harassment
and violence.

SEX WORKERS BUILDING COMMUNITY

Chateauvert thoroughly describes the changes
in the sex industry over the years, as well as new
oppressive laws intended to take public attention off of
globalization and job loss, and the movement’s successes
in changing some of those laws. Equally important have
been sex workers’ efforts at building community such
as: hotlines to report dangerous clients; nonjudgmental
medical clinics run by and for sex workers; and zines
giving encouragement and medical advice to youth
who mistrust the medical and legal systems. They also
speak for themselves through books, films, podcasts,
zines, speakouts, conferences and art shows.
Sex workers have been on the forefront of other
social justice movements, but have been shut out as
these movements achieve mainstream acceptance.
People—especially women—who are of color,
Transgender, undocumented immigrants, the poor and/
or the homeless are more likely to resort to or choose
sex work, especially trading sex on the street, which is
the most targeted by law enforcement. They are thus
more likely to become incarcerated.
Sex workers have been activists against
sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia, poverty,
homelessness, and the prison industrial complex.
However, the mainstream LGBT movement does not
recognize their prominence in the Stonewall Rebellion
and early Queer movement. Today, it favors marriage
and conformity over acceptance of a range of different
sexualities and appearances. But, as the fight against
HIV/AIDS shows, sex workers and their movement have
educated the public about safer sex. This has been more
effective than the Right’s policies of sexual repression
and scapegoating of sex workers.

WE OWN OUR OWN BODIES!

It may seem strange that the sex workers movement
and the feminist sex-positive movement have been
close allies since sex work is not always pleasurable.
What they have in common is an insistence on the
ownership of one’s own body and sexuality, which
means a rejection of the shame used to keep women and
sex workers from insisting on rights and freedom from
violence. Sex workers were involved in the feminist
SlutWalk demonstrations, which made the statement
that a woman’s sexual and clothing choices are never
an excuse for rape. Until recently both movements were
rejected by the organized feminist movement, although
they also identified as feminist and have used the same
radical methods of consciousness raising and speaking
out about their own experiences. Chateauvert describes
how prohibitionist feminists who want sex work
criminalized have imitated the right wing in silencing
and harassing sex workers and calling them damaged
victims.
Chateauvert brings up but does not delve into the
question of how a struggle against capitalism would fit
into the sex workers’ rights movement. However, the
book is important in showing how overturning unjust
social institutions will only be accomplished by listening
to and being allied with stigmatized people rather than
accommodating to the mainstream.
—Adele
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Locked out musicians return
www.facebook.com/MusiciansOfTheMinnesotaOrchestra/photos/

al expenses. When the strike by the musicians began,
Duluth, Minn.—On Feb. 1, 2014, the Minnesota Orthese bankers saw nothing but the Red Apocalypse.
chestral Association [MOA] ended its lockout of striking
In December 2013, State Senator John Marty
union musicians. The lockout began on Oct. 1, 2012, the
and others called for an end to the lockout and
longest work stoppage in U.S. orchestra history.
the resignations of Davis and
Negotiations
began
in
board chairman Campbell. They
April of 2012, but fell apart
accused management of manipuafter musicians refused to aclating “financial results in a decept pay cuts of up to 40%. The
liberate deception of the public,
2012 and 2013 seasons were
first to gain public funding for
canceled, while a $50 million
Orchestra Hall, and then to justiOrchestra Hall renovation went
fy locking out the musicians for
on as planned.
well over a year.”
Minnesota has a 150The orchestra became the unyear tradition of strong supwitting image for labor strife in the
port by the capitalist class
classical music world. At one point
for culture and the arts.
management said it was willing to
However, the Daytons, the
let music director Osmo Vänskä quit
Pillsburys, and other old(and thus smash his artistic career)
guard capitalists failed to
if that was the price for achieving its
observe that many of the
goals.
new generation of entrepreMy sister and I attended a numneurs and managers in Minber of solidarity concerts and rallies
nesota and the Upper Mid- Musicians rally Oct. 1, 2013, to mark one year of the
in support of the striking, and then
west have been captivated lockout.
locked-out, musicians. We were deepby Tea Party economic and
ly impressed by the quiet dignity and firm commitment
social doctrines.
of these rank-and-file workers.
Jon Campbell, the Board chairman of MOA during
One of the key issues in this strike and lockout was
the lockout, is an executive vice president at Wells Farthe demand by management that the musicians not
go; Richard Davis, the Board’s lead negotiator during
share in the profits associated with sales of recordings
the strike/lockout, is the U.S. Bancorp CEO. Both men
in the digital or new-media spheres. Management dehad never taken part in labor negotiations before. They
manded all such royalties to itself alone. These worksimply demanded that MOA slash $5 million in annuers, however, and their union, would not give up the
rights of creators. I think they should be commended.
This is an ongoing struggle, as Google and
other mega-corporations are attempting to alter
copyright laws in the U.S., Britain and elsewhere.
They want to profit from the work of artists and
continued from p. 1
writers, but do not want them to make anything
then as now.
but a token honorarium.
The Great Depression also saw the collapse of one
Osmo Vänskä resigned on Oct. 1, 2013. On Oct. 4-5,
financial institution after another. Franklin D. Roohe conducted three final concerts with the locked-out
sevelt, a wealthy patrician, was called the great savorchestra at the University of Minnesota’s Ted Mann
ior then of not only the economy but also the workers.
Concert Hall. Emanuel Ax took the solo part in piano
FDR established a national minimum wage and a host
concertos by Mozart and Beethoven, and the program
of pro-worker legislation such as Social Security, and
ended with Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite. As an encore,
regulatory agencies promoting the right to collective
Vänskä conducted Sibelius’s Valse Triste, which he debargaining and health and safety.
scribed as a dance of death. At his request, the audience
WHERE ARE THE LABOR MOVEMENT’S GAINS?
withheld applause afterward; many people left in tears.
The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra (SPCO) had
In spite of all these historical achievements, why
its own labor dispute, with management locking
do we modern workers still face the risk of falling into
out its musicians in November 2012. The sides
that perpetual category called the working poor? What
came to an agreement in April of 2013.
happened to all the gains made by the labor moveStanislaw Skrowaczewski, Edo de Waart, and
ment? Today’s union bureaucracies are entering into
other prominent conductors directed the locked-out
labor-management partnerships to retain the dues of
musicians of MOA and the locked-out musicians of
the remaining paltry numbers of their membership, bethe SPCO in solidarity concerts to support their strike
cause they have failed to organize the working poor and
funds. Skrowaczewski especially has been a strong supunemployed.
porter of workers on strike, and not just musicians. Not
In the shop where I work, the mantra for the last
since the days of Arturo Toscanini has there been such
decade, since restructuring was firmly established
a pro-labor conductor.
through the labor-management partnership, has been
Now, with the end of the lockout, Campbell and
“just be glad you have a job.” It’s a job, they say, with
Davis are leaving the Board of MOA. However, their
pretty damn good wages. Yet never in the history of my
ideas are not leaving with them. The strike and lockshop have there been so many unhappy workers. Why?
outs of SPCO and MOA musicians revealed, in a focus
I remember a story told by Charles Denby, the
that would not have been possible without union and
autoworker who wrote Indignant Heart: A Black Workcommunity solidarity, the Tea Party destruction of noner’s Journal. A union business agent complained to
profits everywhere in Minnesota and in the U.S. It is
him how, after he worked so hard to win such wondera new barbarism that seeks to uproot the present and
ful gains in wages and benefits for the workers under
the past. We will never understand the past, unless we
his leadership, the workers didn’t appreciate his efforts
catch the future in the present.
and remained unhappy. He wanted to know why.
—Séamas Cain
GIVING IN WAGES, TAKING IN SPEEDUP

WORKSHOPTALKS

Denby explained that, for every extra penny the
company bosses gave up in wages, they more than made
up for it by speeding up the production line. What he
said some 60 years ago informs our plight today.
Workers are being replaced by machines, while
the remaining workers attached to those machines are
sped up even more, with the work becoming increasingly dehumanized. Some labor bureaucrats agree with
capitalists that this is inevitable progress. When labor
bureaucrats only ask that workers be paid at a “fairer”
rate, their tacit agreement is: There is no alternative
to capitalism.
What is a “just” wage in a system whose very birth
and early accumulation was based on injustice and exploitation and whose continued expansion means further alienation?

WORKERS SEEK FULL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Early on, Marx said that when workers abolish
their status as defined by capital, that is, a class that is
condemned to sell its ability to labor as a commodity, it
would open the door to human emancipation. Existing
labor bureaucracies want to limit the labor movement
to improving the proceeds of labor as exchanged commodity.
We, however, want to transcend the bounds of that
current existence which stunts further human development and leave behind the purgatory that truncates
our humanity. We workers must not accept any who
cherish dead labor, machines, over living labor.

Stop police spying

Oakland, Calif.—On Feb. 18, Oakland City Council,
on the recommendation of the Mayor, delayed voting on
a federally funded Domestic Awareness Center (DAC).
DAC is controversial because it would allow police and
other agencies to deploy a network of cameras and computers to monitor Twitter and Facebook to better surveil human activities within the City of Oakland.
Aspects of DAC already exist within Oakland, including about four dozen cameras being installed at the
Port of Oakland. Proponents claim the network would
allow police to better respond to emergencies. Opponents claim it would increase the power of the local government to spy on citizens.
The public overwhelmingly opposed the DAC measure, and likened it to the National Security Agency’s
unlimited access to Americans’ communications. Of
the 40 or so who spoke at the public discussion at the
council hearing, all but two opposed DAC. Of those who
testified, about half were Muslims who conveyed the
disruptions to their lives and families.
One City Council member asked whether DAC
would affect the lives of other citizens as it had Muslims. Others expressed discomfort with the bill. This
signaled a shift. During two previous hearings, the
City Council had overwhelmingly supported the measure. If not for the mayor’s decision to delay the vote,
the measure would have been defeated.
—Ibrahim
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VW anti-UAW vote

Detroit—The shocking defeat of the United Auto
Workers in a union election at the Volkswagen plant
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, dealt a serious blow to the
organizing strategy of the UAW in the South. UAW
President Bob King was confident of a win because a
majority of the plant workers had signed cards for the
UAW and VW management did not oppose the union.
VW had even permitted union representatives to speak to workers in the plant, unheard
of in Southern states where not one foreign auto
plant is unionized.
When King was elected president five years ago
he placed unionizing foreign-owned plants at the top of
his priority list and has been pursuing that goal very
aggressively ever since, including discussions with the
union representing VW workers in Germany, where VW
plants all have work councils composed of production
and white-collar workers who establish procedures and
rules regarding matters such as vacations, work hours
and firing of workers. The company is anxious to establish such a council at the Chattanooga plant, which
under U.S. law would be legal only if a union existed.
Despite the relatively favorable conditions at the
plant with 1,550 hourly employees, the workers voted
712 to 626 to reject the UAW, with the defeat due primarily to conservative and reactionary forces arrayed
against the union. This opposition included millions
of dollars to finance billboards, newspaper and magazine ads, and leaflets. Radio talk-show commentators
and politicians kept up a steady drumbeat of attacks
against the union.
Spearheading the opposition was U.S. Senator Bob Corker, former Chattanooga mayor, who
claimed that VW would move production of a new
car model to Mexico if the union won (a claim denied by VW executives). State legislators threatened to cancel already promised incentives to
VW if there was a pro-union vote.
King noted that if 44 workers had switched their
votes, the union would have won. The UAW appealed
the results to the National Labor Relations Board, declaring that blatant outside interference made it impossible to hold a fair election. The appeal to the NLRB
faces an uncertain future.
Critics of the UAW pointed out that the union did
little to organize community support and offered little
to the workers themselves. VW workers start at $14.50
an hour and rise to $19.50 in three years, whereas UAW
workers hired under the two-tier bailout contract start
at $15.78 and rise to $19.28. After subtracting union
dues, VW workers would make less.
This is more than just a defeat at VW. The national
attention on this election will embolden reactionary
forces to increase their assaults against labor. Reactionaries in Tennessee are already appealing to politicians throughout the South to increase their anti-union
attacks. This message will be heard and applauded by
many in the North as well.
—Andy Phillips

Egyptian strike wave
topples cabinet

Workers in the state-controlled textile industry,
mostly women workers, and public transport workers,
sanitation workers, office workers, doctors, and even
policemen launched a wave of strikes in the middle of
February that caused Prime Minister Hazem el-Biblawi
and his entire cabinet to resign. The Biblawi government had condemned the strikers on Feb. 17, telling the
Egyptian people that it was “time to maximize production and unite for the renaissance of Egypt.”
Apparently the textile workers, who were demanding a monthly minimum wage of 1,200 Egyptian pounds
($172) and the firing of corrupt managers, and union
leaders did not agree. The textile workers at Mahalla
Spinning and Weaving who had struck on Feb. 16 were
still holding strong the next week. They were joined in
their strike by textile workers at Kafr Al-Dawr in a solidarity strike (illegal in Egypt as in the U.S.) over nearly
identical demands.
Workers had struck despite a 2012 military
law outlawing strikes and sit-ins, and despite
threats to jail strike leaders and bring in scabs
to run the factories. At Attaba, the workers of the
Port Authority seized its headquarters. The police tried to deny them food and water by chaining the doors of the building.
The bus drivers of Cairo went on strike, shutting
down 28 garages, demanding not just the minimum
wage, but improving the physical conditions of buses.
In an effort to make Egypt capital-friendly, the
government has delayed implementing the minimum
wage workers have demanded, and refused to pay back
wages. Already the cabinet of new Prime Minister Ibrahim Mehleb has hinted it will do the bidding of the military by forcing strikers back to work. But the Egyptian
workers have long memories. They were the ones who
led the ouster of Mubarak, and they are clearly not satisfied with the status quo.
–Michael Gilbert
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA
Editor’s note: This document is one of the
historic-philosophic writings included in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism. On this, the
25th anniversary of its publication, we consider that
a new exploration of its contents is timely for our
world struggling for the survival, deepening and
spread of today’s revolutions, beset as they are by both
counter-revolution and self-limiting ideologies. This
makes the essay central to our process of working out
perspectives in the discussion culminating in our
national Convention. While in the process of writing
a book, Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy:
“The Party” and Forms of Organization Born Out of
Spontaneity, Dunayevskaya wrote this piece as a presentation for a June 1, 1987, meeting of the Resident
Editorial Board of News and Letters Committees, in
preparation for that year’s national gathering. Her
untimely death prevented both the completion of the
book and the delivery of the presentation. The original, which indicates that she planned further revisions, can be found in the Supplement to the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection, #10737.
The chaotic and informal form of presentation
tonight is not due to lack of deliberation and working
out, much in advance of the time necessary to draw a
balance sheet for the Plenum. Rather, it is because so
many different and yet interrelated topics are reaching
for solution, that I felt it very necessary to consult with
you in this seemingly “off the top of my head” talk.

I. THE PHILOSOPHIC POINT

To understand today we must begin at the beginning, that is to say, as always, with Marx. Specifically
the two periods are: the first and the last, the first being the philosophic moment, 1844 [Marx’s Humanist
Essays or Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts]. That
laid the ground for all future development. The last being the long hard trek and process of developments—
all the revolutions, as well as philosophic-politicaleconomic concretizations, culminating in Capital. Yet
the full organizational expression of all came only then,
i.e., the last decade, especially the 1875 Critique of the
Gotha Program. Why only then?
Take first another look at 1844—the philosophic
moment for all of Marx’s Marxism, including organization. Throughout Marx’s life he reached to concretize
it. But none of the concretizations, whether 1848 with
the Communist League, or 1864 with the First International, or even 1871 with the Paris Commune, fully
reached to the level of the philosophic moment of 1844.
Only with the Critique of the Gotha Program in 1875
did Marx fully return to that moment as it was concretized for organization, and even then, he did not call it
philosophy, but “principle.”
The specific point that I’m singling out from the
1844 founding of a new continent of thought and of
revolution is when Marx articulates the great merit
of Hegel in discovering the “negation of the negation,”
and the great demerit of this same Hegel in enveloping it in such mysticism by dealing with it as various
stages of consciousness, rather than as men and women thinking. Marx, on the other hand, declares himself
not only against capitalism and “vulgar communism,”
but proclaims his philosophy to be “a new Humanism.”
To this day 1844 was the philosophic moment of
Marx’s discovery of that whole new continent of thought
and of revolution that “Marxism” certainly lacked, and
instead singled out one of the developments—economics—so that we didn’t know “new humanism” until the
Depression. But in fact, it is that which was the ground
for organization throughout his life, from the moment
he did “experience” the philosophic moment, even if it
was only correspondence (letters) soon to become international correspondence.
Seriously, however, as organization, and that organization—the Communist League—accepted the challenge to the existing capitalist world, and that not separated from all political tendencies and parties. I’m referring, of course, to the Communist Manifesto, whose
second part is a critique of utopian socialism, etc. What
we want to do here is to compare the 1848 Communist Manifesto to the [First International, founded in
1864] hailing the 1871 Paris Commune as the form, the
working existence, the communal non-state as needing
only release of all the mental, manual and emotional
potentiality.
Why then is the actual concretization of a new unity, as in the Gotha Program, so sharply critiqued? That
becomes the whole rub and the urgent problematic of
our day which must be worked out.
First, enter history. In 1847 critique meant the
ruthless critique of all that exists that he spoke of in
his philosophic break with the bourgeoisie and Hegel,
concretized on the level of the existing “parties” in that
period. (As we were to see in 1860 in his letter to Freiligrath, when Freiligrath, in refusing to get involved in
the Vogt Affair, said he didn’t belong to the party any
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longer. Marx’s reply was: Neither am I, to any existing
a philosophic determinant, and not just the ground, but
party. I didn’t mean it in the ephemeral sense, I meant
became so startlingly new and clear with Marx that
it in the historic. Clearly, Marx meant that no one could
looking at it for this age, specifically [in relation to]
rewrite the history, and both the revolution of 1848 and
ourselves, it began to appear in an altogether new way.
the Manifesto that anticipated it and followed it, are
Here is what I mean:
historic.)1
Heretofore what we stressed when we pointed to
It is that historic period that changed when in1953 as source was the important point of 1955, when
ternational workers got together to take a position on
there was an actual organizational break-up.5 Then
what was happening on a different continent. That too
what became clearer was that actually, insofar as the
had a “manifesto,” perhaps not as bold as the Commuwords “Marxist-Humanism” are concerned, we couldn’t
nist Manifesto, thought Marx, which was actually the
say 1955, but as it was expressed in written form in
preamble to the Constitution and By-laws to the First
Marxism and Freedom in 1957. Now what is clear is
International.
not that any of the other dates are wrong, but that each
AT THE SAME
time it is a specific period
TIME, Marx didn’t hesthat makes one realize
itate a second once the
that actually what wasn’t
Paris Commune burst
clear was what was in
out, and some trade
the philosophic moment,
unionists didn’t share
and only when the objecthe enthusiasm, to write
tive and subjective merge
them out of the First Inis it “proven.’’ Oh, the
ternational. He not only
source, the ground, redeclared the need to go
ally also had a roof. But
lower and deeper, but
the context in between,
insisted that they didn’t
the structure, couldn’t
represent the majority
be controlled without the
of the masses; the Paris
objective situation. But
Graphic of Karl Marx addressing the Communist League
Communards did, and
that, on the other hand,
it is that Idea that demade it very clear that we
fines history now as both ongoing and the future.
are back to focusing on the philosophic moment.
...THE IMPERATIVENESS OF BOTH THE OBII. DIALECTICS OF ORGANIZATION
JECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE URGENCY NOW MANSo, what happened in 1875? Look at how the selfIFESTS THAT WHAT HAS BEEN AN UNTRODDEN
development of the Idea that we now call Marxism has
PATH ALL THESE YEARS, BY ALL POST-MARX
concretized itself when its greatest theoretical work,
MARXISTS, INCLUDING LENIN—WHO DID DIG
Capital, in its French edition, is finished, and that has
INTO PHILOSOPHY, BUT NOT THE PARTY, AND
philosophy spelled out in the most concrete terms from
LUXEMBURG, WHO DID DIG INTO SPONTANEfetishism of commodities to the new passions and new
ITY, BUT NOT PHILOSOPHY—IS ORGANIZATION,
forces that go against the accumulation of capital. And
the Dialectics of Philosophy and Organization.
he has the experience now of both political parties and
Why did we think once we took the big step of sepaforms of organization emerging spontaneously from the
rating,
indeed breaking, with the elitist party, that it
masses, plus philosophy.
is sufficient to do so politically without doing so philoCritique of the Gotha Program: There is no way
sophically?
now, no matter how Marx kept from trying to give any
Wasn’t it because we actually had not penetrated
blueprints for the future, not to develop a general view
the dialectic of organization in its relationship to diaof where we’re headed for the day after the conquest of
lectics of philosophy, though we certainly never stopped
power, the day after we have rid ourselves of the birthusing the word “dialectics”? In a word, even when we
marks of capitalism when a new generation can finally
used “Absolute” in relationship to method and defisee all its potentiality put an end once and for all to the
nitely stressed that we do not mean just a tool or apdivision between mental and manual labor.2
plication, we did think that it was not just the threshLet me now state something general from Hegel
old of the Absolute Idea, but the Absolute Idea as its
on the question of “The Philosophic Point” which would
ultimate, as if Absolute Mind was no more than what
also apply to us.3
Absolute Idea was in the Logic and Hegel didn’t need
In Hegelian dialectics, the philosophic moment is
to tell us that we better not stop there and instead go to
a determinant; even if the person who was driven to
Philosophy of Nature and Philosophy of Mind.
articulate the Idea of that “moment” was very nearly
No wonder that when C.L.R. James said that he
unconscious as to its depth and its ramifications, it relooked
into Philosophy of Mind, he concluded that he
mained the element that governed the concretization
found
nothing
there “for us.”6 I must have felt dissatisthat follows the laborious birth that poured forth in a
fied,
since
that
is where I went, and precisely, I might
torrent nevertheless.
say,
on
the
question
of what we called “dialectics of the
Specifically and concretely, in our case the moment
party,”
specifying
however,
that I wasn’t interested eiI’m referring to is May 12 and 20,
ther in the mass party, which the masses will build, or
1953.4 The Idea is in demystifying
in the elitist party, which we definitely oppose, but in
the Absolute as either God or the
what happens to a small group “like us” who know that
closed ontology, as the unity I sinnothing can be done without the masses, and are with
gled out, a dual movement, from
them, but they [small groups] are theoreticians and
theory to practice, from practice
they always seem to be around too. So, what is the obas well as from theory.
jectivity which explains their presence, as the objectivWe were so overwhelmed with
ity explains the spontaneous outburst of the masses? In
the movement from practice that
a word, I was looking for the objectivity of subjectivity.
we were hardly as enthusiastic or
The one thing I did not mention in discussing 1953
as concrete about the movement
is that the letter of May 20, where I suddenly speak
from theory, if not actually forgeton the Philosophy of Mind, came after James had said
ting it. I therefore wish to go into great detail about
in his Notes on Dialectics—or the letter accompanythose two letters in 1953, not as the small coin of coning his Notes—that he had looked into Philosophy of
crete questions, but as the many Universals inherent
Mind, and found nothing there “for us” (naturally that
in it, so that we can see what is still new in it that we
means Johnson-Forest Tendency). So why did I go to
must develop for the book [Dialectics of Organization
the Philosophy of Mind after connecting the end of the
and Philosophy].
last few pages of Science of Logic with Philosophy of
Everyone has heard so much about 1953 as the
Mind? What is further to be noted is that [Dunayevskastage of breakthrough on the Absolute Idea that you
ya’s May 12, 1953, letter concluded that], just as Lenin
may think: what else is there to be said? The whole
had noted that Chapter One [of Marx’s Capital] bore
point, however, about the philosophic point that became
resemblance to Hegel’s syllogistic Universal-Particu1. In a letter to Ferdinand Freiligrath of Feb. 29, 1860, Marx
lar-Individual—and we [the Johnson-Forest Tendency]
wrote, “by party, I meant party in the eminent historical
noted that Chapter One includes [the section on] fetishsense.”
ism [of the commodity]—so the accumulation of capital,
2. Marx wrote in Critique of the Gotha Program: “In a higher
its General Absolute Law, was based on the Absolute
phase of communist society, after the enslaving subordinaIdea, holding that just as that meant the dialectic of
tion of individuals under division of labor, and therewith
bourgeois society, its end by the revolt of the workers,
also the antithesis between mental and physical labor, has
vanished; after labor, from a mere means of life, has become
so Marx “also set the limits to the dialectic of the parthe prime necessity of life; after the productive forces have
ty, which is part of bourgeois society and will wither
also increased with the all-round development of the indiaway with the passing of the bourgeoisie....” Therefore,
vidual, and all the springs of co-operative wealth flow more
continued on p. 5
abundantly—only then can the narrow horizon of bourgeois
right be crossed in its entirety and society inscribe on its
banners: From each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs!”
3. Dunayevskaya wrote this sentence on the outline of her talk
for inclusion at this point in her presentation.
4. Dunayevskaya’s May 12 and 20, 1953, letters on Hegel’s Absolutes are included in The Philosophic Moment of MarxistHumanism.

5. Dunayevskaya was co-leader, along with C.L.R. James and
Grace Lee Boggs, of the Correspondence Committees, which
lasted from 1951 to 1955. Prior to 1951 they existed as the
Johnson-Forest Tendency within the Trotskyist movement.
In 1955, Dunayevskaya founded News and Letters Committees.
6. See the letter of C.L.R. James to Grace Lee Boggs of May 20,
1949, in The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #1612.
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Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy
continued from p. 4
what we were working on was not just a book, but a
philosophy, a whole new philosophy of dialectics for our
age of post-World War II, and that, of course, meant
cracking the Absolute. That is where we all stopped.
C.L.R. James promised he would do it, but he didn’t.
Instead, he said he had looked into the Philosophy of
Mind and found nothing in there for us.
So, whatever it was that was driving me in 1953
to write those letters of May 12 and May 20, it suddenly became the whole of Hegel’s
work, beginning, as always,
with what Marx said was most
important in Phenomenology of
Mind, going through the Science
of Logic with Lenin, but refusing
to follow either Lenin [on its] last
paragraph, or James on the fact
that he found nothing in Philosophy of Mind. I delved not only
into that work, but into [its] last
final syllogisms that nobody, including bourgeois academia, had
seriously tackled [until] the next decade. I was not debating them or what they did or did not do; in this case,
my “ignorance” saved me from having to argue with
them or anybody, but, again it was Marx who, though
he broke off his manuscript [of his 1844 “Critique of the
Hegelian Dialectic”] before the final section of Philosophy of Mind, his very sharp digging into Capital, especially the general law of capitalist accumulation and
the new passions and new forces, led me to conclude
suddenly that the dialectic of the Party as well as of the
contradictions in the Absolute Idea itself, resulted in
my seeing what I called “the new society,” i.e., the end
of the division between mental and manual.
Thus, that philosophic moment was the core for
those heretofore formative years of News and Letters
Committees which ended with the completion of Marxism and Freedom, where we saw that the little phrase
“the movement from practice” set the whole structure
of Marxism and Freedom. Not only
that; it served both as ground and
roof for the analysis of the contemporary world, both theoretically
and practically, including the altogether new voices from both the
proletariat and the new revolts in
the Communist world, as well as
the Black Revolution right here
in the U.S. I’m sure I don’t have
to repeat that to this day that first
edition had one banner-raising
event of world historic importance, by including the
first translation both of Marx’s Humanist Essays and
Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks.7
I returned to the final Chapter 12 of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution. Its penultimate paragraph read:
“It isn’t because we are any ‘smarter’ that we can
see so much more than other post-Marx Marxists. Rather, it is because of the maturity of our age. It is true
that other post-Marx Marxists have rested on a truncated Marxism; it is equally true that no other generation could have seen the problematic of our age, much
less solve our problems. Only live human beings can
recreate the revolutionary dialectic forever anew. And
these live human beings must do so in theory as well
as in practice. It is not a question only of meeting the
challenge from practice, but of being able to meet the
challenge from the self-development of the Idea, and of
deepening theory to the point where it reaches Marx’s
concept of the philosophy of ‘revolution in permanence.’”
It was at that point that I asked that the following
paragraph be added:
“There is a further challenge to the form of organization which we have worked out as the committeeform rather than the ‘party-to-lead.’ But, though committee-form and ‘party-to-lead’ are opposites, they are
not absolute opposites. At the point when the theoreticform reaches philosophy, the challenge demands that
we synthesize not only the new relations of theory to
practice, and all the forces of revolution, but philosophy’s ‘suffering, patience and labor of the negative,’ i.e.
experiencing absolute negativity. Then and only then
will we succeed in a revolution that will achieve a classless, non-racist, non-sexist, truly human, truly new society. That which Hegel judged to be the synthesis of
the ‘Self-Thinking Idea’ and the ‘Self-Bringing-Forth of
Liberty,’ Marxist-Humanism holds, is what Marx had
called the new society. The many paths to get there are
not easy to work out....”
Now return to our own situation, and think of the
attacks that we will be facing in 1987, when we state
openly that even the one post-Marx Marxist revolutionary who did reach deeply into philosophy—Lenin—
nevertheless did not do so on the question of organiza7. Here Dunayevskaya said from her hospital bed on June 5
that she wished to include parts of her “Theory/Practice”
column written that day. She called special attention to the
following six paragraphs.

tion. In truth, he never renounced his position on the
vanguard party set out in 1902 in What Is to Be Done?
though he often critiqued it himself. He profoundly extended his new breakthrough in philosophy to a concretization of the dialectics of revolution, and yet never
changed his position on the need for the ‘thin layer of
Bolsheviks’ as a vanguard party organization. In 1982
in Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution, we critiqued Lenin politically.
To fully work out the dialectics of philosophy and organization for our age, it is now clear that that critique
must dig deep philosophically.
The whole truth is that even Marx’s Critique of
the Gotha Program, which remains the ground for organization today, was written 112 years ago. What is
demanded is not mere “updating,” after all the aborted
revolutions of the post-World War II world. “Ground”
will not suffice alone; we have to finish the building—
the roof and its contents. This is what I am working on
now in the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy.
I would appreciate hearing from our readers on their
thoughts on this.
Now, then, it seems to me that in a certain sense
we could call it a shock for me to have experienced this in this year, when a great deal
of research was done by others…on the many
ways that spontaneity appeared in the forms
of councils, soviets, committees, communes,
and so forth, not only to say the generalization: Yes, the party and the forms of organization born from spontaneity are opposites, but
they are not absolute opposites. The change
in the title to Dialectics of Organization and
Philosophy8 really means that the absolute
opposite is philosophy, and that we have not
yet worked out organizationally. Because...9
Take [Anton] Pannekoek. The Council Communists
were certainly earlier on the scene and directly opposed
Lenin in a friendly way, on the question of a single form
of organization, insisting that when it comes to production, the people at the point of production must maintain their power after the revolution. But, did they ever
give up their party? Didn’t they think, along with Rosa
Luxemburg, that spontaneity is no substitute for the
wholeness of internationalism and theory? On the contrary, they took that for granted. What not only was not
taken for granted, but never even approached in any
way whatever, unless one calls “approached” a total rejection, was philosophy. Except, except, except...
The except of course, refers to Lenin. But he too
kept to the old and Plekhanov when it came to Russia.10
One must not hem in a new duality into an old reality because of the similarities of abstract opposites
colliding. It is the collision of concrete opposites that demands a new unity. Without that philosophic moment
there is no way to hew out a new path. And for Lenin
there was no philosophic moment insofar as organization was concerned.
In the case of organization, every Left was grabbing at some old contradictions, and with them, some
old solutions. Which is why the most cogent moment
for our problematic, and for showing up more than ambivalence in Lenin, was the fact that Pannekoek (and
Gorter), with that creative, new concept of council communism, i.e., power in the hands of the workers at the
point of production, came the old, vulgarized, abysmally narrow, materialistic philosophy of Lenin’s 1908
Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, as against Lenin’s
great new philosophic breakthrough on the Larger Logic, and as if that self-movement of ideas and of people
was a “betrayal” of the class struggle. And to this day,
that is what Council Communists are swearing by (see
Lenin as Philosopher).
Lenin, too, never raised philosophy directly in relationship to organization. It was at most a phrase, like
the famous reference in the Trade Union Debate, where
he brings in, in a general way only, dialectics and eclecticism (see page 65 of Volume IX of Lenin’s Selected
Works, on “a glass cylinder”).11
And the epigones have been busy trying to say that
whereas it was correct for Lenin not to touch the question of the party when there was the great phenomenon
of Soviets, “we” must no longer avoid the question of
party. Whereupon, they end up just with two more rea8. Dunayevskaya’s proposed title for her new book developed
from “Dialectics of the Party” to “Dialectics of Organization”
to “Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy: The ‘Party’
and Forms of Organization Born out of Spontaneity.”
9. The ellipsis is in the original here and at the end of the next
paragraph.
10. Here Dunayevskaya crossed out a paragraph: “It took all
the way to the aftermath of World War II before the question of philosophy was reached seriously enough to become
conscious of the significance of the movements from practice
as a new opening in philosophy itself, which was directly related to that movement from practice. Indeed, arose because
of both the self-determination of the Idea and the movement
from practice. Jamming up against each other in a way that
the duality was on the road to a new unity.”
11. See Lenin’s 1920 speech “Once Again on the Trade Unions,
the Current Situation and the Mistakes of Trotsky and
Bukharin.”
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sons for being in favor of the vanguard party.

III. CONCLUSION: UNTRODDEN PATHS IN
ORGANIZATION

In a single word, we must go into these untrodden paths. We must not, I repeat must not, look for a
crutch just because a new epigone is using the word
“democracy” to mean more than one party, and a Mao
is espousing at one and the same time, “bombard the
headquarters” and “the Party remains the vanguard”
(+ vs. bureaucratization...).
Since Marx himself laid the ground [in 1875]—and
that, remember, is 112 years ago—the whole of postMarx Marxism beginning with Engels has not built on
that ground. And Engels, you must remember, did fight
hard to have the Critique of the Gotha Program published, if in a “moderated” form, and yet assented to
the establishment of the Second International. And the
German Social Democracy had been forced to publish
it, but only as a “contribution to the discussion,” not as
ground for organization.
Lenin did return to Marx’s roots in Hegel, and did
see that the Critique of the Gotha Program had never
really been concretized as the smashing of
the bourgeois state, without which you could
not have a revolution. In a word, he certainly
worked out the dialectics of revolution, and
made it be in Russia. But, but, but—he too
didn’t touch the question of the party. On the
contrary, it didn’t even go as far as his own
varied critiques of What Is to Be Done? once
the Bolsheviks gained power.
With Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution,
especially chapter 11, we alone showed that
Marx had created the philosophic ground for
organization. But we need not only ground but a roof.
And we have all these 112 years of void on organization
and philosophy. There is no time in a nuclear age to put
it off for another day.
1988 is the year of the book, and not as in 1980 just
as challenge to post-Marx Marxists, but the actual presentation of the dialectics of philosophy and the book as
one, and for that it needs a whole organization, and not
just the author. The whole does not mean...
The real point is the meaning that this is not a
question of the “author,” but the whole organization. I
want to stress the word, “the whole,” not in the sense
that each one is going to write a chapter, but rather
that the context of each person’s activity and special
point of concentration—be it labor, Women’s Liberation, youth, Black, etc.—will be inseparable from the
meaning of that activity, and that meaning, whether of
an objective event or the subjective activity, will be projected to those not-yet Marxist-Humanists, because in
meaning, i.e., philosophy, is both ground and roof of all
we do, survey, strive for, as we prepare for that “revolution in permanence.”
The philosophic nucleus, the attempt to become
“practicing dialecticians,” did have a good beginning in
the 1980s. But the test is very different now, not because that is not what we need. We certainly do. But
because the type of need involves first the whole organization, which this year has been so preoccupied with
making a success of the biweekly that the organizational growth from which it was supposed to be inseparable was very
much separated. It suffered that
because what got put very much on
the back burner, and back to only
me writing it, was philosophy.
I want to repeat, because philosophy had not permeated the
paper, therefore, it didn’t permeate
the organization.
Therefore, I would very strongly suggest that the Plenum consider that beginning in
January 1988 we become a monthly twelve-page paper
in a very new way, where the book—The Dialectics of
Philosophy and Organization—becomes the dominant
force not only in essay articles, but in every activity we
undertake, especially in discussions with subscribers,
with not-yet Marxist-Humanists, not just as the recording of the events and their experiences, but the meaning of those events and experiences and their direction
in a global context. That is what we will have to project when we have conversations with subscribers. That
is what has been missing—the whole new concept of
“post-Marx Marxism as a pejorative”—it just lay there
in Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution.
To assure that such essay-articles would be forthcoming, we ought to suggest or have people volunteer
in September at the Plenum, on what they would do
for the issues beginning in January 1988. I have had
a chance to speak to some on this already. By raising
it this early, it means I not only want to hear from you
today, but we will continue the discussion at the next
Resident Editorial Board meeting, when I will bring in
a draft of the Plenum Call. And once the Call is out,
then the full Plenum discussion is open to all.
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TALKING ABOUT CAPITALISM AND ANTI-CAPITALISM
Turkey’s Gezi movement shows the
universality of occupying as a protest
strategy. Another world really is possible!
Anti-capitalism is such a realistic
worldwide goal for our generation. We
aren’t benefiting from capitalism, and
we are finally starting to talk about it.
Occupy Boston activist
Boston
***
When the rich get tax loopholes
and don’t pay their fair share, when billions of dollars get put in the hands of
special interest groups and wars, and
legislatures vote to raise their own salaries, the poor and disabled are told that
there is “a revenue problem” and more
cuts in social services are coming. This
is disgraceful, and yet only touches the
surface of the problems with capitalism.
Disabled rights activist
Illinois
***
Medicaid is
a lifeline for the
poor and people
who are disabled. Without
it, many people
would die because of lack of
healthcare. The
cuts in this lifeline, and more proposed cuts that we are
threatened with, show the inhumanity
of our political system and how it likes
to put fear and distrust into the lives of
those who need services the most. No
one should have to worry about their
healthcare.
Fed up
Midwest
***
When the organization I was getting my medications from for free told
me they could no longer get one of them,
I found that the medication, with my
insurance, would cost $350! Not being
able to afford that, I had to stop taking
it. I suffer from bipolar disorder, so this
medication is crucial. Now I am going
through an unpleasant withdrawal that
leaves me somewhat unable to function.
The drug company that profits from this
medication has blocked the production
of a generic form until the patent runs
out. I am sick of drug companies making
it difficult for people to get the medications they need while they make billions
of dollars off us.
Suzanne
Chicago
***
It is tragic that the Affordable Care
Act did not reform healthcare, but became a freeway for health insurance
companies to roll toward greater profits.
Does the new law demand that insurance companies cancel old policies and
charge huge fees and deductibles? Add
to that the website problems, and people
are mistrustful and unwilling to sign up.
Meanwhile, needless tests, reams of paperwork and over-prescription of medications will probably shorten everyone’s
life expectancy.
Thankful I’m old enough for Medicare
Detroit
***
I used to work at Cook County Hospital and was pissed off to read an article arguing for hiring staff to screen
for PTSD. That is a slap in the face to
medical social workers who are already
employed in hospitals, but have been
reduced to discharge planners under
the direction of Utilization Review Departments (the folks who kick you out
of the hospital). All hospitals have understaffed social workers by management’s design. The solution is for hospital to hire more social workers, not
separate screeners for PTSD. Social
workers should help the patients and
families, not just help the hospital save
money by only coordinating discharges.
Every unit in every hospital needs more
social workers, even more in poor communities. And every trauma unit social
worker should have the time to screen
and provide interventions for those with
PTSD.
Social worker
Chicago

USA RACISM IN THE 21st CENTURY

When I watched the trial of Michael
Dunn, the Florida white man who fired
into an SUV of unarmed Black young
men 10 times because “their music was
too loud,” killing 17-year-old Jordan Davis, I saw the same face of hate on him
that I had witnessed in Selma, Alabama,
nearly 50 years ago.
Civil rights veteran
Michigan
***
I was shocked to learn that the
Tucson, Ariz., United School District
banned Gloria Anzaldúa’s magnificent
work, Borderlands/La Frontera, when
it threw out its Mexican-American
Studies.		
Retired teacher
			
Detroit
***
When the Gene Autry Museum took
over the Southwest Museum, the first
museum built in Los Angeles, in 2003,
promises were signed for the Autry to
restore it to its former glory. Instead,
the Autry took the enormous collection
of priceless Native American works and
stored them in a warehouse. The Autry
closed the Southwest Museum in 2006
and only after demands from the community agreed in 2012 to reopen it one
day a week. But only one gallery is open.
Now it is laying off workers and cutting
the salaries of those left, claiming lack
of funds. The Friends of the Southwest
Museum coalition is against stripping
away this collection of Native American
artifacts. We have made signs, protested
in front of the Autry and the Los Angeles City Hall and written letters and articles.
Activist
Los Angeles
***
In the 1940s and 1950s they used
construction of I-75 to eliminate Detroit’s Black community and gentrify
Paradise Valley. Now, the sports stadiums are doing the same for downtown
Detroit. Renovated buildings are no longer affordable. First they take the people out of jobs, so they are the ones who
stay in Detroit, can’t pay their taxes and
become “people displaced in place.”
African American
Detroit

•

MIDDLE EAST REVOLUTIONS

When Raya Dunayevskaya is speaking on the emergence of socialism in her
May 1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes,
it directly speaks to the condition of the
unfinished revolution in Egypt. As Absolute Idea, the revolution in Egypt is in
the process of development, creating an
opening for the movement for freedom.
It may turn out to be another Iran or another free society, but what is important
to me is that the movement has begun.
Manel
Los Angeles
***
Today is Feb. 11, 2014, the day when
I want to be home in Sana’a, Yemen, so
bad. Today, we Yemenis in the diaspora
are immersed in social media networks
and mainstream news, reading and
watching anything that’s related to today’s epic celebratory demonstrations
across the country. It’s the third anniversary of Yemen’s uprising and people
are celebrating across Yemen, rallying
with various political demands.
Afrah Nasser
Sweden
***
At a protest on the third anniversary of the Revolution of 2011, I was hoping to encounter Egyptians, other people
from the Middle East, and North American supporters united in opposition to
the military dictatorship. Tragically,
secular Egyptians at the protest were
marginalized by a pro-Muslim Brotherhood crowd demanding the restoration
of Morsi to power. The American friends
of the Egyptian Revolution were only
allowed at a location separate from the
main demonstration. I’m afraid this is
happening in Egypt too: the marginal-
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ization of the Leftist, secular and democratic opposition to the Brotherhood and
the military and the resurgence of the
reactionary forces. However, among both
secular Egyptians and some Morsi supporters there was interest in the discussion groups on the Middle East being
held by New York News and Letters.
Friend of the Egyptian Revolution
Queens
***
Economist Hernando de Soto hosted
a recent PBS program, “Unlikely heroes
of the Arab Spring,” that promised to
focus on ordinary working people who
made the revolution. He presented
mostly small business folk who have to
work “extra-legally,” as they cannot get
business permits, have no title to their
property, etc. He concluded that what
they want is inclusion in the legal capitalist system. As a capitalist economist,
de Soto did not see the millions of students, women and youth who formed
new human relations in street protests,
he didn’t hear the millions of voices calling for a new kind of society where each
could realize his or her humanity.
Susan Van Gelder
New York
***
At a Valentine’s Day action on Syria
with about 30 people, almost all were
young Syrians. We handed out 750 flowers, each with a story of a Syrian child
attached to it. It was interesting to see
who cared. The silence is from the ruling class and
the government. People
on the street
were
supportive and
wanted
to
talk to us.
The Syrian
people
involved were
moved. One young woman said, “This
is so good for us, to see that people really do care.” The powers that be want
you to think no one cares. But there is a
new generation that rejects the present
world and clearly cares deeply.
Gerry Emmett
Chicago
***
I was happy to hear of the death,
finally, of Ariel Sharon. To so many, his
name is synonymous with the Sabra
and Shatila massacre. We can’t forget
these massacres; they need to be on
our minds in order to keep them from
happening again, although they do
keep happening. A Jewish tradition
is to name a food after a tyrant, like
the cookie Hamentashen. I don’t want
to name a food after Sharon, but I do
recommend that when a murderer like
Sharon dies, the appropriate response is
to treat yourself to a really good dinner
and celebrate.
Jewish revolutionary
Midwest
***
What the 1979 Iranian Revolution
gave to history and thus to the Arab
Spring—most of whose participants
were not born when it occurred—is
a heritage of never-ending struggle
against a Muslim theocratic brutal
dictatorship. Iran gave the world the
reality of political Islam in power for
decades. That reality is not lost on the
Arab Spring participants—particularly
women and the youth.
Terry Moon
Chicago

•

RUSSIA AND UKRAINE

The Olympics in Sochi, Russia, reflected in miniature the contradictions of
Russia—and of world capitalism: Pussy
Riot members are pepper-sprayed, beaten and detained for singing in public

protest; Gay people are oppressed while
the international Olympics bureaucrats
say it’s not
relevant to a
world “without discrimination of any
kind”; environmental
activists are threatened and harassed
when they expose the dirty side of the
construction in Sochi; workers go unpaid; the media quickly forgets all this
in their glorification of the spectacle;
and an athlete flies home early to take
part in Ukraine’s revolution.
Revolutionary
Southern California
***
The Ukrainian movement is a part
of the wave of civil protests that has been
unfurling for the last few years in every
corner of the world. The main thing is
that the movement is self-organized
everywhere around the country, with
activists occupying the town halls, etc.
The same labor unions who participated
in our conference in Kiev last year (see
“Ukraine: New Unions and Democratic
Left meet,” Jan.-Feb. 2014 N&L) have
recently formed the all-Ukraine strike
committee.
As far as the “leading personalities”
of the movement are concerned, we see
the same thing as in Russia, Turkey,
etc.: politicians who are trying to put
themselves at the head of the movement,
but whom the great mass of protesters
does not at all recognize as their leaders. The vast majority of protesters are
regular citizens. On the condition that
the politicians don’t turn it to their own
ends, the popular movement will make
the Ukraine a freer and more democratic country than it is today.
Julia Gusev
Moscow, Russia

•

WHY READ NEWS & LETTERS ?

I am an old friend of NLC, but I hope
I am more than a friend. NLC is one of
the very few organizations on the Left
where the dialectic of the “outside” is as
important as the dialectic of the “inside,”
where the thoughts and actions of the
“outs” are as important as the actions
and thoughts of the “ins.” So don’t think
you have to wait for permission from
some bureaucrat in Moscow, or approval
of conformity from some Party Central
in New York City or San Francisco,
jump right in. Write something for N&L
yourself! Reflect what you are thinking,
doing, witnessing, write to N&L. And
then reflect N&L’s attention to you
back to what you are part of in your
grassroots situation.
Séamas Cain
Minnesota
***
News & Letters is the best Marxist
newspaper I have ever run into. N&L and
News and Letters Committees are all
about the humanism of Karl Marx in
their philosophy and practice or, as they
say, they “do not separate mass activity
from thinking.” They participate in antiwar marches and Free Syria rallies.
Annually, they have a class series.
NLC states what they are for as well as
what they are against. Just read Andy
Phillips’s article “Anti-worker Robots”
in the Jan.-Feb. 2014 issue. He states
clearly, and correctly, why and how robots
are used by capitalists for profit only, to
the detriment of humanity, decreasing—
perhaps someday eliminating—the need
for human labor. But he also states that
robots can be used to help humanity,
working in environments that can be
harmful to people, such as in the midst of
nuclear meltdowns (think: Fukushima).
Leftist
Illinois
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LANGUAGE AND DEATH IN JUAREZ

I was moved by Yeyetzi Cardiel’s
“Language and death in Juarez” (Jan.Feb. N&L). How that story is told,
revealed and transmitted makes the
article powerful. It evokes the words of
Elie Wiesel in the novel The Oath, that
“A deed transmitted is a victory snatched
from death.” As one who experienced
the Holocaust, Wiesel’s testimony unites
absence and presence, memory and
responsibility by transforming the object
of violence, into a Subject. Primo Levi
writes in The Drowned and the Saved
that “those who saw Gorgon,” i.e., those
who touched bottom, “have not returned
to tell about it...no one ever returned
to recount his own death...we speak in
their stead, by proxy.”
Cardiel acknowledges that “the
dead can’t speak for themselves.” Yet
she highlights the creative representation of Evil through memory—a memory
formed through the medium of language
and the solidarity the mothers, daughters and friends created in action. The
power of memory is the vindication of
the victims through words. It robs the
executioner of his victory, and, as Wiesel stresses, haunts and punishes him
by reminding him of his crimes. The
Word, therefore, when preserved in collective memory, becomes “stronger than
death.”
Raha
Bay Area, Calif.
***
“Language and death in Juarez”
(Jan.-Feb. N&L) starts with a quote
from Walter Benjamin on philosophy
through language. Cardiel’s point is
that words are the most important
vehicle to express concepts. When she
discusses feminicido vs. femicido, to
express killing a woman because she is
a woman, not just killing a woman, I am
not sure philosophic problems can be
solved by inventing words.
Subscriber
Northern California
***
The Woman as Reason column by
Yeyetzi Cardiel, a Mexican feminist,
showed theory from another perspective. It is striking that she starts with a
quote from Walter Benjamin on philosophy when facing a practical question for
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women in Mexico, that is, women specifically being killed because they are
women.
Urszula
Oakland, Calif.

•

WOMAN AS REASON

The anti-abortion
protesters who show up
at the clinic where I do
escorting had a professional
photographer with them this past week
taking pictures of the sidewalk scene.
They were also warning us of a website
they were in the process of making, and
alluded to it being a website about our
escort team—showing our images, etc.
A.G.
New York
***
My instructor at school mentioned
to me that I cannot write about abortion
in an essay. I understand it’s his class,
but I feel it’s not right. He said that’s the
only topic he doesn’t touch in his class!
It hurts me that I cannot write what I
want. Why is the A word something that
we can’t openly talk about? It depresses
me! This will never end.
Pro-choice student
Chicago
***
It was surprising to see such an uncritical article on the Zapatistas’ “Little
School” in N&L. The author observed
that, despite the Zapatistas’ 30-year
existence and a lot of good press on the
question of overcoming sexism, “within
the family there remains a strong sexual
division of labor.” He described how the
women did all the traditional work: first
up in the morning, grinding the corn,
building the fire, cooking breakfast, caring for the children, cleaning, collecting
firewood and water, washing the clothes,
cooking all the meals. Beyond this, the
Zapatistas insist “on full participation of
women in all the administrative work.”
A description of this entrenched double
standard doesn’t stand in for a serious
critique, especially not when it is in the
midst of praise of books recording “the
experience and thought of members of
the Indigenous Zapatista communities.”
I can’t help but wonder if the thoughts
and anger of the women who keep the
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whole thing running are actually recorded in those books.
Skeptical feminist
Washington state

•

OIL & NUKES vs. PEOPLE & PLANET

The fact that the oiligarchs and gas
holes who are destroying the environments of the poor (soon to be all of us
99%) also have our politics and the economy by the short hairs, has made democracy in the U.S. a thing of the past—and
maybe the future.
January
Chicago
***
The best climate scientists are at
work to define the problem, make it understandable and influence public policy. They go up against big oil and gas
and only stop short of becoming activists. On the other hand some of the best
nuclear physicists are taking the climate problem as an opportunity to advance their careers and fortunes at the
expense of the public. Last October, I attended a meeting where scientists from
Argonne and Fermi labs expounded on
the next generation of nuclear reactors.
The problems right in front of their
faces were basically ignored. I am beginning to feel really hostile toward the big
brains that we are paying to “save” us
from the climate crisis, only to give us
the nuclear crisis for the next 2.41 million years.
Student of Science
Utah

•

DENBY AND THE DIALECTIC

“Charles Denby, worker-editor”
(Jan.-Feb. N&L) explains the role
philosophy played in the history of the
movement he was involved in. Denby
said Hegel’s language meant nothing to
him as a worker. He’d rather just read
Lenin. By the third column of the piece,
he is quoting Hegel! The second part of
Denby’s autobiography Indignant Heart
is very different. It took him a journey
through labor to see the importance of
the dialectic, rather than being taught,
as in a class.
David
Bay Area, Calif.

VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS

If television told the truth about
news, like you all do, the world would be
different. But people live with blinders
on and believe only what they’re told
to believe. Hell, I’m surprised the
government ain’t shut you all down and
you all had to move to Russia too.
Prisoner
Sullivan, Ind.
***
Thank you very much. I always
like reading my News & Letters. It’s
an awesome
paper! Is it
possible
to
have
more
on
prisons/
prisoners?
I’m sure there
are many who
receive
this
newspaper.
Prisoner
Huntingdon, Penn.
***
I commend your efforts to highlight
the struggle ongoing throughout
the world. Your Marxist-Humanist
perspective provides critical insight to
the historical and materialist aspect
of the trajectory of the world’s masses
as we strive to establish genuine selfdetermination. I would like to see an
Islam question and answer section to
inform your readers on the true nature
and beauty of our religion.
Prisoner
Jefferson City, Mo.
***
I have no family or anybody to pay
for a subscription. Can you please let
me have a subscription? Thank you sooo
much. I am at Pelican Bay Prison.
Prisoner
Crescent City, Calif.
TO OUR READERS: Can you donate $5, the price of a subscription,
for a prisoner who cannot pay for
one? It will be shared with many
others. A donation of $8 pays for a
subscription plus the Pelican Bay
Hunger Strikers pamphlet to be
sent to a prisoner.
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UK sees Marxists under every bedroom tax protest

London, England—The UN’s own rapporteur for
housing, Raquel Rolnik, has denounced UK government policy as creating a housing crisis for its most
vulnerable citizens. Her findings were dismissed as
a “misleading Marxist diatribe” by cabinet ministers.
In a report detailing her investigation into the British
housing sector, Rolnik specifically targets the government’s now infamous “bedroom tax.” She described it
for Al Jazeera as having “an enormous impact on [a citizen’s] right to housing and also on other human rights,
like the right to food [and] the right to education.”
It’s not every day that the British conservatives
mention Marxism. As a party that still celebrates the
era of Thatcherism and the warm relations with cold
warrior President Ronald Reagan, you can be sure the
much hated and feared specter of Marx was only invoked due to particular irritation at Ms. Rolnik’s audacity. Less kind musings on her character were also
uttered. Conservative Party MP Stuart Jackson referred to her as a “loopy Brazilian lefty,” insanity presumably being the hallmark of anyone who dares criticize the government.

PENALIZING THE POOREST

The bedroom tax is an increasingly unpopular measure brought in as part of the Welfare Reform Act of
2013. In reality an “under-occupation penalty,” the tax
penalizes social housing tenants living in a property
with an allegedly spare bedroom. The penalty consists
of a reduction in their housing benefit, a 14% reduction
for having a single unoccupied bedroom, with further
penalties for additional unoccupied rooms.
The bedroom tax was initially criticized (see April
2013 N&L) as likely to prompt an exodus from existing accommodations as people attempted to “downsize” their living arrangements in the hope of retaining existing benefits. Since then the UN report cites
increasingly numerous accounts of people struggling
or completely failing to meet rent demands, with those
suffering a reduction in much needed income left in
“tremendous despair.”
Yet it’s not just criticism of the bedroom tax that

has earned Ms. Rolnik the ire of her Conservative Party critics. Given their ongoing nostalgia for the days
of Thatcherism, the UN report has offended the government by pointing to the erosion of welfare housing
with the introduction of the Housing Act of 1980. What
started as a seemingly benevolent offer to allow tenants
to buy their homes soon transformed into a mass intrusion by the private sector into social housing. The end
result was a gradual decline in the social housing sector and reckless profiteering of private landlords now
firmly in possession of former welfare accommodations.
According to Rolnik, over a 15-year period median
house prices across Britain rose over 200%, while full
time earnings rose just 55%. With the onset of the 20072008 recession, tighter credit controls and the reticence
of banks to lend to first-time mortgage customers led
to a growing reliance on private housing. Coupled with
subsequent rent increases (around 37% over the past
five years) and an actual physical lack of new housing construction in the face of population growth, it’s
no wonder the bedroom tax constitutes the final straw
in what has been an ongoing exercise in callousness
against some of Britain’s most vulnerable.
The UK remains a signatory to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), and as such is legally obliged to implement such rights in conjunction
with broader policy decisions. In association with the
broader International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural rights, the right to adequate housing remains a hot topic across Europe and the UK. One could
think that there is a general hostility to human rights
law taking root within British politics. You’d be right
to think that.

HUMAN RIGHTS DISPOSABLE

Despite bizarrely not having a codified constitution, Britain has still incorporated certain facets of
European constitutional law into its domestic affairs.
The Human Rights Act of 1998 is one such piece of legislation that attempts to graft the European Convention onto UK domestic jurisprudence—a move which
has met with hostility from the current government as

‘A Dreadful Deceit’ and unceasing rebellion

The subtitle of Jacqueline Jones’ new book, A
The final biography, of Simon P. Owens, MarxistDreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial
Humanist revolutionary, draws together the strands of
Era to Obama’s America, is not a call to ignore effects
four centuries of revolt described in this book. Simon P.
of the concept of race in law and practice. She finds the
Owens, under his organizational name Charles Denby,
definition of race repeatedly twisted to suit the needs
was founding editor of News & Letters from 1955-1983.
of the ruling class and
Many of his comwielded as a tool for
rades will recall what
subjugation of Black
Jones points out, that
and white labor alike.
the chance to “meet
Jones
builds
Charles Denby” was
the book around
an extra inducement
six
individuals,
for workers and others
frequently in their
to come to Detroit for
own words. Around
national meetings.
those individuals’
This was one man
lives we see centuwho embodied all
ries of Black resisthese centuries-long
tance, from slave
struggles of Blacks
revolts to the Great
and workers. He grew
Migration off the
up in Lowndes Counplantations,
and
ty, Alabama, where
from Black caucussharecropping
was
es in the unions to
organized as close as
The Fifty-Fifth Massachusetts Colored Regiment singing John Brown’s March in the
bus boycotts.
landowners could get
streets of Charleston, S.C., Feb. 21, 1865. They were welcomed as liberators by African
The first story, of Americans filling the streets.
to the plantation sysAntonio, transported
tem under slavery. He
from Africa in 1654 to a plantation on Maryland’s Eastwas a Black production worker for 30 years at what
ern Shore, was told not in his own words (he had no
would become Chrysler’s Mack Avenue Stamping Plant
English, and maybe no language in common with Nain Detroit, where he saw the workings of capitalism at
tive American and even African slaves alongside him),
the point of production.
but in his acts of refusal. Antonio escaped the plantaHe saw how the company would squeeze more
tion repeatedly, and when recaptured refused to work.
labor out of workers, especially in the hot, heavy
His owner had him lashed, tortured and left to die. But
and dirty jobs where Blacks could get a footat trial two years later, the owner successfully defended
hold. He confronted the union, the UAW, which
himself by condemning Antonio’s defiance as a worker.
more and more had become the enforcer for the
While shackled Africans, Native Americans and
company on the shop floor, and the defender for
Europeans worked plantations, the distinction between
white workers of the racist status quo.
enslaved and indentured did matter—a landowner who
In 1944 Owens (Charles Denby is the name he
had killed his European indentured servant had been
earned in his autobiography Indignant Heart: A Black
hanged for it. But Jones shows that the category of
Worker’s Journal and in Workers Battle Automation
race, though couched in biological terms, was repeatas well as in News & Letters) had seen white workers
edly redefined by colonial lawmakers as a way to extend
join a walkout he had led to stop the segregation of
control over labor.
Black women into more dangerous jobs. He saw other
Colonial authorities prohibited missionary activtimes where white racism pitted white workers against
ity among African and Indian slaves when slavery was
Black. But he knew that at critical moments Black
confined to non-Christians, then mandated permanent
masses raising a banner of freedom had been joined
enslavement even for converts. Likewise, replacing the
by masses of white workers, as chronicled in American
European pattern of status inherited from the father,
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, and
lawmakers declared children of slave mothers to be
he worked for that next revolution.
slaves.
Owens, in the spirit of Antonio’s refusal in 1654
That amounted to a government incentive
to work as a slave, both led wildcat strikes in auto and
for slaveowners to rape their slaves and thereby
led rank-and-file workers’ relief efforts for the 1949-50
increase their property holdings. Generations
coal miners’ general strike. He expected that voices
of rape by slaveowners practicing their concept
from below had to be heard for movements to advance.
of family values meant that neither genetics nor
He summed up his confidence in workers in the title of
skin color could factor into the definition of
one of his “Worker’s Journal” columns: “Every worker I
race.
know is a philosopher.”
—Bob McGuire

its policy decisions increasingly place it at odds with
the ECHR. Home Secretary Theresa May has in fact
attempted to spearhead moves to scrap the Human
Rights Act and even withdraw from the ECHR, in the
process dragging Britain outside the jurisdiction of the
European Court.
Whereas the government would like to present
such a move as somehow a reclamation of British sovereignty, ongoing state policy is increasingly being seen
for what it is—an infringement on the welfare of its citizens. The Prime Minister has until recently felt comfortably isolated from the suffering of many ordinary
voters, but the appearance of UN officials on their side
is bound to create consternation. Attempting to dismiss
the issue as a Marxist diatribe therefore highlights
nothing but desperation.
—Dan Read

EDITORIAL

continued from p. 1
assets and 85 of the richest multi-billionaires have as
much as the 3.5 billion poorest people in the world.
Though many economists declared the beginning
of a full recovery from anemic growth, an impending
slowdown in the heretofore constant growth in
emerging markets like China forced them to question
their deluded projections. Some call today’s dismal
economy “secular stagnation”—low growth due to too
much saving. This “saving” does not apply to workers,
but rather a tiny minority of capitalists.

AND THE RICH GET RICHER...

Less and less of the national income goes to
workers’ wages, and more to profits. Economists cite
the problem as a lack of consumer demand. But the
only expanding consumer market today is for obscenely
expensive consumer goods while the moderately priced
service sector, where there had been employment
growth, is growing slower and more middle-income
earners join the ranks of the poor. By 2012 in the U.S.
the top 1% was getting 22% of all income—more than
double what they received in the 1980s. Yet those who
personify capital are demanding even more of the
national income. Why?
The answer is that “secular stagnation” means
capitalists are sitting on a huge hoard of cash because
there is a lack of opportunities to make the level of
profit necessary to keep accumulation going. Rather
than a temporary “liquidity trap” many economists
speak of, this is the trap of capital accumulation that
can no longer reproduce its value-producing source—
the worker. The fear is that millions more middleincome jobs, 47% of all U.S. jobs, will disappear. At the
same time “the replacement of workers by robots could
shift income from the middle-class worker to the robots’
owners” (“Enslave the robots and free the poor,” Martin
Wolf, Financial Times, Feb. 12, 2014).

...THE POOR GET POORER AND ALIENATED

More fundamental than accelerating income
inequality is the alienated character of labor that
produces value and drives automation. At one moment,
the capitalist sees labor as merely a cost of production.
In production, the obsession is to suck more value
out of living labor even as living labor is reduced to
a minimum. Sweated labor in the textile factories of
Bangladesh and electronics factories of China is still
the foundation of global capitalist accumulation even as
it also creates new centers of revolt. Growing inequality
is a function of capital, dead labor in machines,
dominating living labor in production. Only new, freely
associated relations between producers can overcome
this inversion.
Ideologues want us to think there is no alternative
to the commodity form even as movements reaching for
new human relations are brutally suppressed. A new
generation of workers, women and youth will not forget
experiencing the world in a freer way through their own
self-activity and self-organization in the struggle for a
living wage, be that in the U.S., Bangladesh or China,
or in the strikes that have been integral to the Arab
Spring struggles, or wherever workers are oppressed.
That self-activity is the beginning of a new society that
can abolish commodity production.

American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses
as Vanguard
Appendix contains four writings by Charles Denby, including
“Black Caucuses in the Unions”:
“One stage in the Black workers’
revolt arose because workers began to realize that we
would have to fight the union
bureaucracy as much as we
had fought the management
up to then...”
To order, see page 7
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California legislators ignore hunger strikers’ voices

Israel threw me out

My typical Christmas vacation for most of the past
decade has been a month in the West Bank standing
beside my Palestinian brothers and sisters in their nonviolent struggle against the U.S.-supported Israeli occupation. It’s a fight I picked. I choose to put myself
in the middle of an occupation, and I’ve chosen to go
where Israel has forbidden me to go.
I’ve stood with the savages against the brutality of
Western civilization; I’ve used my white privilege and
my nationality to move more freely within Palestine
than the Palestinians, and I’ve been used as a human
shield by the Israeli military. I’ve attended demonstrations, lobbied U.S. officials, written op-eds, published a
number of other articles and toured the U.S. a number
of times to bring this witness home. And, for all this,
I’ve finally suffered the consequences: Israel sent my
ass home.
I arrived at Ben Gurion Airport and made it to immigration. There, the immigration official asked me
the same questions they’ve asked for years: “What is
the purpose of your visit? How long will you stay in Israel? Do you plan to go to the West Bank? Do you know
anyone in the West Bank? Do you know any Israelis?
Have you been to any demonstrations?”
I gave them the same answers I’ve given for years.
I assert that I am a tourist, that I do not keep in touch
with anyone I meet in the West Bank, and I have many
Israeli friends. After 10 hours of waiting and answering the same questions, an Israeli official told me, “I
do not believe you are here as tourist. I believe you are
here for other purposes,” and she set down on her desk
in front of me a stack of papers about my peace activist
activities in the U.S., Iraq, Afghanistan and Palestine.
An hour later, I was escorted to a Turkish Airlines gate
and flown back to Chicago.
As it becomes more commonplace to openly
criticize Israeli apartheid and occupation, Israel has continued to look more closely at people
entering the country. Suspected peace activists,
human rights workers and even people who have
publicly criticized the state of Israel are deemed
a security risk, deported and banned from entering Israel for 10 years. The same week I was
deported, an Irish activist was detained and deported. A few days later, two other international
activists were taken into police custody, detained
and deported.
Activists who’ve stood on the ground as witness to
the occupation for years are now being turned away at
the airport or being forced to sign statements that they
will not enter the West Bank. The myth of a peace process is eroding.
These escalations in deportations and detentions
cannot stop the flow of truth from behind the apartheid wall. The foundations of this occupation—silence,
demonizing the occupied, the consent and unconditional support of the U.S., the cavalier labeling of critics
as anti-Semitic—are eroding. The occupation cannot
stand to bear the load indefinitely.
—Ceylon

Feb. 11, 2014
nia prison officials (CDCR) refuse to let us testify, even
We are prisoners at Pelican Bay State Prison who
remotely via video or audio, which they could easily do.
have all lived for over 15 years locked 23 hours a day
So this is our banned testimony: CDCR claims to
in small windowless cells, without ever being able to
have now instituted a reform program. It is a sham, just
hug or touch our families, withlike the so-called reform they
out ever seeing birds, trees or
instituted a decade ago after
the outside world, with no proa court settlement which regrams or chance for parole. Calsulted in no real change. This
ifornia keeps us in these torturnew reform effort still mainous conditions not because of
tains the basic conditions at
any violence we have commitPelican Bay, and will continue
ted, but because it believes we
to keep prisoners in isolation
are affiliated with a gang, often
for vague accusations of gang
based on artwork or photos we
affiliation.
possess, tattoos we have, litCalifornia is still unwillerature we read, who we talk
ing to move to a real behavior
to or anonymous informants’
based system where prisoners
statements that we have no
are given determinate terms
way of challenging. We are put
in solitary after due process
in Pelican Bay not for any speat which they are found guilty
cific term of months or years for
of some serious misconduct,
misconduct we have committed,
such as assault, murder, rape
but indefinitely, which in pracor drug dealing. Instead, these
tice means forever—unless we
new policies widen the net of
become informants.
prisoners who can be labeled
Last summer we went on
gang affiliates and isolated.
hunger strike—we were willMoreover, even those
ing to starve ourselves to death Art by Billy Sell, one of the hunger strikers at Corcoran State
prisoners who need to be isorather than continue to endure Prison, who died during the 2013 hunger strike.
lated from the general poputhese dehumanizing conditions
lation because of the violence
forever. We ended the strike because several compasthey have committed while in prison ought to be treatsionate legislators promised to call the hearings that
ed humanely. There is no reason California can’t run
are taking place today. Yet today the legislators will
very high security prisons that allow prisoners held in
hear from psychologists, lawyers, other experts, correcsegregation to have contact visits with family, phone
tions officials, but not from us—who have the most excalls to family and friends, educational and rehabiliperience with the conditions we face—because Califortation programs, more out-of-cell time, cells with windows, recreational yards that allow for small groups to
recreate together and see the outside world: in short,
segregation from the general population, but not torLos Angeles—On Feb. 8, 50 activists of all races
ture or dehumanization.
gathered at MacArthur Park to be part of freeing LeonWe have written petitions and letters to the govard Peltier, who is starting his 38th year in a federal
ernor, filed a class action federal lawsuit and gone on
penitentiary for a crime he did not commit. On April 18,
hunger strikes seeking real reform, not the bogus re1977, an all-white jury convicted Peltier on two murder
form California officials now propose. It’s time for Calicharges. He was sentenced to two life sentences. He was
fornia to do the right thing. It’s time for the legislature
targeted as an American Indian Movement activist in
to enact meaningful reforms.
the aftermath of the Wounded Knee II siege at the Pine
—Pelican Bay Short Corridor Human Rights Movement
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.
Todd Ashker, C-58191, SHU D4-121
Arturo Castellanos, C-17275, SHU D1-121
We gathered in a circle for a prayer and to hear
Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa (Dewberry), C-35671, SHU D1-117
speakers including Burns Prairie, an Oglala woman
Antonio Guillen, P-81948, SHU D2-106
from Pine Ridge, who said that every time Leonard
Write to all at Pelican Bay State Prison, P.O. Box 7500, Crescent
comes up for parole it is denied. He is not feeling well
City, CA 95532
and needs to be set free. Another woman said we started organizing two years ago. What we do today will
give Leonard strength. Daniel of the Native American
Leadership Alliance said we are on Chumash land and
need to build a new world. A Salvadoran man said they
by Dee Perkins
use the criminal justice system to criminalize us. They
On Jan. 13 CeCe McDonald, 26, was released early
tried to do that to me. A man sang a song in Japanese
from prison. In 2011, the African-American Transthat translated into “This is a long road.”
gender woman was arrested after using deadly force
There was Aztec and Native American dancers and
to protect herself when a group who hurled homophodrummers. Various people then read poems and exbic, transphobic and racist slurs accosted her and her
cerpts from Leonard Peltier’s book Prison Writings: My
friends while they walked down a Minneapolis street
Life Is My Sun Dance that took up how uranium mining
and hit them with a bar glass. Her face was cut, rehas negatively impacted the Lakota people.
quiring 11 stitches. The swastika tattoo, three prior
The circle ended with an appeal to call President
convictions for assault, and the meth, cocaine and alObama and urge him to grant executive clemency to
cohol levels of the man who attacked her were rejected
Peltier. Former President Clinton was considering
as evidence. Of the 30 hate-murders of LGBT people
clemency until 300 FBI members marched against freethat year, 12 were of Transgender women of color. Facing Peltier.
ing a possible 80-year prison sentence, she pled guilty
He has been in prison since 1976 despite there beto second-degree murder. Her conviction cannot be uning no evidence of his guilt. As his book says, “Our work
derstood apart from the treatment of George Zimmerwill be unfinished until not one human being is hungry
man and Michael Dunn who murdered unarmed Black
or battered, not a single person is forced to die in war,
youths Trayvon Martin and Jordan Davis.
not one innocent languishes imprisoned, and no one is
* * *
persecuted for his or her belief.”
—Basho
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Sacramento, Calif.—At the Legislative Hearings on
Feb. 11, experts presented their analyses, which showed
that even the very small changes California Department of Corrections (CDC) said they were implementing, in fact they are not. No policies are being changed
to address the problems brought out by prisoners and
their families. We learned that in 2012 CDC validated
3,200 new people as gang members and put them in the
Security Housing Unit (SHU).
Validation is supposed to be based on new behavior. Yet not filling out the workbook to their liking is
considered a “behavior problem.” The workbook is a
journal in which you are supposed to document how you
are making amends for your gang activities. Those who
had never been in a gang have nothing to say about it.
And this can be used to keep them in the SHU.
One family member was taking the legislators to
task, saying that the promises of reform the legislators vow to make now, they made 10 years ago. Nothing
changed. Things got worse. I spoke about my brother,
Sitawa Jamaa, who spent 33 years in prison, 30 of them
in solitary, for a crime he did not commit! He has been
in solitary for 30 years! Three decades!!! THREE DECADES!!! Do you hear me? Are you listening? Three
decades!!! And then I walked away. It was intense.
When the kids spoke, everyone was moved. A
15-year-old was in solitary confinement in juvie for
participating in a fight, which she did not start. Once
in solitary, her period started early because of the
stress. She bled for three days without being given any
sanitary materials, nor a cell with a bathroom. She
thought, “Nobody loves me, nobody likes me, nobody
cares anything about me.” She was in there with these
thoughts for several days before she was allowed to take
a shower. It was awful for her.
Family members getting involved are what will
make a difference. There will be even more of us next
time.
—Marie Levin
* * *

Free Leonard Peltier!
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Women fight for freedom vs. reaction

continued from p. 1
Dept. report. Despite this new reality Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki has no interest in promoting antitrafficking legislation as he pursues an increasingly
deadly sectarian path to maintaining power.

SYRIA: WHERE ‘NEVER AGAIN’ IS HAPPENING

Taking place before the eyes of the world, if they
only choose to see, is an inhuman war against Syria’s
civilian population. Assad is bombing, shooting, gassing,
and starving a civilian population into oblivion. The
suffering is monstrous. Women and children not only
are being murdered by the regime but are experiencing
new levels of misery and degradation, whether in an
increasingly violent Syria or as refugees.
Estimates of Syrian dead are as high as 140,000.
The Oxford Research Group estimates that by the
“end of August 2013, 11,420 children aged 17 years
and younger had been recorded killed in the Syrian
conflict.…” Children not only are killed by bombs, gas
and starvation, but are singled out by snipers as well.
What’s happening in Syria has been described as
“a massive rape crisis” and is not separate from the
murders. As Lauren Wolfe reported in The Atlantic,
a Syrian Army soldier confessed that he was ordered
“‘to rape teenage girls in Homs.’” He went on to say:
“The girls would generally be shot when everyone
had finished. They wanted it to be known in the
neighborhoods that the girls had been raped, but they
didn’t want the girls to survive and be able to identify
them later.” Wolfe writes: “Long used as a weapon
against prisoners in Syria as in much of the world, rape
appears to be utilized during this conflict in horrifying
and soul-crushing, creative ways.”
Rape also happens in the refugee camps along
with the selling of young Syrian women, often
to much older men. Syrian women and children
constitute 70% of the over 429,000 refugees in
Jordan. The Star interviewed Um Majed, who, for
a price, would find “husbands” for Syrian girls
whose families needed money to pay bills and a
husband to keep their daughters “safe.”
Syrians are forbidden to work in Jordan without
expensive permits and affidavits from employers, thus
putting refugees in a terrible bind. Um Majed told The
Star, “I have ten families looking for grooms. Their girls
are between 12 and 21. The grooms are always in their
40s, 50s or 70s. They want beautiful girls, the younger
the better. The Saudis usually ask for 12-year-olds.”
Yet another misery inflicted on the women of Syria
is that perpetrated by extremist Islamists flooding
the country in hopes of creating a fundamentalist
theocratic state. The Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham
(ISIS) has taken over the Syrian province of Raqqa
and immediately went after women’s freedom. They
demanded women wear gloves and a complete body
covering (abaya); women must not raise their voices
in the street or be outside without a male guardian
and cannot attend school. ISIS initiated patrols to
punish women violating their rules and extended
punishment to the women’s relatives. Women and girls
who resisted were sometimes blocked from using public
transportation, accessing education and even buying
bread. Women resisted by wearing the coverings but not
in the form required by ISIS, by refusing to go outside,
and by leaving the area for Turkey.

THE WAR ON WOMEN IN THE U.S.

The war on women in the U.S. is not being fought
with bullets, although 46 American women are
shot dead each month by current or former intimate
partners. Rather, this war aims to control women’s
reproductive rights, to impoverish them, to punish
women for being poor, uneducated, Black or brown.
Whether it was the sequester, the cutting of
food stamps, cutting back unemployment benefits or
refusing to raise the minimum wage—all these actions
impact women more severely.
Almost half of the 1.7 million people who will lose
$90/month in food stamp benefits because of cuts passed
in the Farm Bill are children, and two-thirds of the
adults in the program are women, many of them heads
of households. The new cuts come on the heels of an
$11/month cut in food stamps for 48 million Americans,
including 22 million children, that went into effect in
November. The result is more mothers skipping meals
and more children going hungry.
Women will be hard hit by Congress’s refusal to
extend unemployment benefits or to raise the minimum
wage. Those looking for work outnumber job openings
by almost three to one, and long-term unemployment
among unemployed adult women has risen from 29.3%
in June 2009 to 39.3% in Dec. 2013. Women of color are
affected even more, as half of all Black children in the
U.S. live with a single mother and minimum wage jobs
are disproportionately held by women of color.
The most ideological attack on U.S. women is
on their reproductive liberty, including the right to
abortion and birth control. While it makes no sense to
attack birth control at the same time as abortion, these
attacks are not rational but fanatical and misogynistic.
In the last three years, 200 measures were proposed
in 30 states. All of them would make life for women

worse. These laws: elevate a fetus’s status above the
woman carrying it; ban abortions after 20 weeks,
ignoring that women who abort later do so because of
problem pregnancies or difficulty raising the money for
an abortion; ban medication abortions, for no medically
justifiable reason. In Texas, women go to Mexico to buy
misoprostol used in medication abortions. If they can’t
get it there, they buy the pills at flea markets or on
the internet. States have over-regulated clinics out of
existence and banned insurance coverage for abortions,
placing another burden on poor women.
The challenge by anti-abortion fanatics to
states’ laws that provide a buffer zone to keep
them a few feet away from clinic doors will be
decided in March by a Supreme Court whose
right-wing majority may very well strike them
down. (See “Court, fanatics besiege clinics,” page
2.) South Dakota legislators introduced a bill that
would declare performing an abortion a felony
with a life sentence for the doctor.
Many states have instituted days-long waiting
periods, forcing women to make several trips to clinics,
missing work and paying extra for daycare and gas. All
this is on top of mandatory, unnecessary ultrasounds,
lying scripts doctors are forced to read to women, laws
forbidding doctors from telling women of problems the
fetus has; the list goes on and on.
The absurdity of the three-day mandatory waiting
period that Missouri legislators want to pass was
revealed by a university student who told lawmakers
she’d wait 72 hours before testifying against waiting
periods because, as she said, “I would like you to be able
to trust in my opinions.” Dina van der Zalm continued,
“Since this bill...makes the assumption that women are
not capable of making difficult decisions without the aid
of politicians requiring additional time—an additional
three days—to really think it through, then I can only
assume that you’re not going to legitimately listen [to]
or value the opinions I would like to state today.”

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

That women have experienced such retrogression
on so many fronts this past year does not mean that
they have no agency. The backlash against us is so
ferocious precisely because women persist as force and
Reason of revolution.
In Spain, tens of thousands have been marching
against proposed restrictive abortion legislation that
would only allow abortion in cases of rape and serious
health risks to the mother or fetus, where now it is
available on demand in the first 14 weeks of pregnancy.
The marches started in December when police viciously
attacked a pro-choice demonstration of about 500. Then
they not only grew in numbers but spread beyond
Madrid to 30 other cities in Spain and internationally
to France, Italy, Belgium and the U.S. To Spanish
women, this is not a question of rights, but of freedom.
In the U.S., demonstrations have stopped some
right-wing attacks. Outrage forced Louisiana health
officials to rescind proposed rules that would have
closed all five clinics in the state. Under the banner “We
Won’t Go Back,” hundreds of women in Ohio marched
on the state capitol in October demanding the repeal
of laws that, among other things, defunded Planned
Parenthood, imposed a gag order on rape crisis centers
forbidding them to refer women to organizations
offering abortion, and forced women to undergo a
mandatory, unnecessary ultrasound. Anger and disgust
from women also spurred the Virginia Senate to pass a
bill to repeal that state’s requirement that women who
want abortions undergo an invasive ultrasound.
Everyone remembers Texas Senator Wendy
Davis’s 11-hour filibuster trying to block antiabortion legislation. What can’t be forgotten
is that she was standing on the shoulders of
thousands of women and men who had stormed
and packed the statehouse. They had been
organizing for months and continue to do so.
In February, over 100 Afghan women marched in
Kabul against violence against women, chanting, “No
more Violence” and “Justice! Justice!” A spokeswoman
for the Afghan Women’s Network demanded that women
“have an active role in important historic developments,
in the peaceful transfer of political power.” The rally
was aimed at stopping the law that would have barred
people from testifying against their relatives. Afghan
women are determined that their rights will not be
bargained away when U.S. troops leave.
Women in Syria fight back by refusing to comply
with ISIS and other groups’ fundamentalist, inhuman
demands. Some pick up the gun to fight Assad; others
organize to care for the sick and wounded, and try to
find food; many try to get the word out, to get some
kind of reaction from the world at large; and many more
resist by being determined to live, to continue to exist
and for their children to survive.
What is clear is that women, their struggles
and their thoughts, are at the heart of revolutionary
change. They show that revolution must be total from
the start, and that it must persist after the overthrow of
the existing government until every segment of society
is free.
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The art of Arab Spring

Dearborn, Mich.—“Creative Dissent: Arts of the
Arab World Uprisings” is an exhibit which magnificently captures the voices, images and revolutionary
ideas of participants in the Arab Spring. Although it
was open for only three months at the Arab American
National Museum here, I hope it will be seen all over
the world. It included videos of art and of artists telling
their own stories, and fortunately is available online at
www.artsofthearabworlduprisings.com.
The curators, Christiane Gruber and Nama Khalil
of the University of Michigan, organized the exhibit
into six concepts: Humor and Subversion, Photographic
Truth Claims, Slogans and Songs, Sounding Walls, and
Revolution Reloaded. These concepts could be considered six weapons in the revolutionary struggle. Many

The Sprouting of Revolutionary Fists, mural by Zoo Project, Tunis, Tunisia,
March-April 2011. Photograph courtesy of Elissa Jobson.

of the pieces go beyond dissent to images and sounds
which embody new ideas of freedom.
Photographic Truth Claims collects the work of
citizen journalists which “became an act of rebellion
against the state….Ordinary people overcame censorship by creating their own forms of knowledge. They
acted as both producers and disseminators of images
that triggered emotional responses, which in turn
prompted public action.”
Slogans and Songs shows how a chant, “the people
want the downfall of the regime,” gained volume and
power with each performance, and led to a new demand:
“Irhal!” (“Get out!”), which a young Egyptian musician,
Ramy, transformed into a song. Releasing oppositional
songs is itself an act of rebellion—it led to detainment
for Tunisian rapper El General, and the murder of
Syrian singer Ibrahim Kashoush. But Amri Eid’s “Sout
al-Houreya” (Sound of Freedom) became an anthem of
the revolution. It was uploaded from Tahrir Square to
YouTube, where it was seen by over 2,000,000 viewers.
Sounding Walls focuses on murals, which “incite
action, recall the past, and envisage the future…they
are designed to share stories and to speak of peoples’
struggles for freedom and democracy.”
Revolution Reloaded reminds viewers that these
revolutions are unfinished, but stresses that new forms
of creative resistance continue to flourish and give hope
as the revolution faces the pain and loss caused by the
counter-revolution.
—S.VG.

For Women’s History Month &
International Women’s Day...
Two books by Raya Dunayevskaya

Rosa Luxemburg,
Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s
Philosophy of
Revolution

Women’s
Liberation and the
Dialectics of
Revolution
To order see page 7
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Tour the world’s most polluted places

Few people relish pollution tourism and fewer still
can so appropriately express their disgust and delight
as Andrew Blackwell in Visit Sunny Chernobyl: And
Other Adventures in the World’s Most Polluted Places.
(Rodale Books, 2012)
Blackwell visited the Great Pacific Garbage Patch
and five sites of storied filth on four continents. What
he learned was respect for the humanity that suffers
and, yes, benefits from human-generated catastrophe: the lead-exposed eight-year-old master of mother
board-component extraction; the gunk-muckers of India’s putrid, but sacred, rivers; the all-ages hacky sack
devotees in a nearly airless Chinese town; the obsessed
woman of ocean garbage gyres; the activist demanding
an end to environmental racism in a Texas town; the
thriving industry that responds to the routine disasters
that accompany the extraction, transportation and refining of fossil fuels.
Blackwell conveys an important lesson: nature includes humanity. Unless we include ourselves, our environmentalism has an unrealistic
aura. Visionaries who long for pristine, unspoiled
havens of pure wilderness are longing for the
non-existent.
Native Americans, present for thousands of years,
were excluded from Yellowstone when it became a political designation. Their “practices of hunting and
planned burning were anathema to a view of nature as
sacrosanct from human involvement,” says Blackwell,
“...they would have gotten in the way of all the nature
white people wanted to appreciate. The creation of Yellowstone formalized the idea that humans have no place
in protected wilderness—unless they are tourists.”
The ironic title, Visit Sunny Chernobyl, refers to
an “exclusion zone,” a political designation that forbids
any humans who might wish to become residents. Thus
is created a “protected wilderness” where “humans
have no place...unless they are tourists” (or guides).
The non-human part of the biosphere, however, defies
the Chernobyl zone of alienation. Blackwell describes
a lush and beautiful natural “park” where plants, animals, bacteria and aquatic life seem to thrive, but humans are forbidden.

A PROBLEM OF MILLENNIAL PROPORTIONS

The story of Chernobyl has barely begun. In April
1986 the spewing explosions went on for days. We are
only years into a problem of millennial proportions. A
28-year-old “shelter object” (slangily called “sarcophagus”) that was supposed to last 100 years has begun to
crumble. According to Julia, a guide at the Chernobyl
(believe it or not) Visitors’ Center, the present shelter
object is to be sheltered by a technological complex.
Blackwell pictures “a shelter for the shelter for the
Shelter Object, and then a shelter for that...shell by
shell—a nest of giant, radioactive Russian dolls.”
Ukraine cannot afford the second iteration: a stateof-the-art, robotic, massive structure that is being built.
Chernobyl has become (has always been) a responsibil-

Detroit fights blight,
but who profits?

Detroit—Blight removal is big news here. The Blight
Task Force, a non-profit, has mapped all 302,000 parcels of property in the city in just four months. Homebuilder Bill Pulte’s privately funded Blight Authority
has already cleared several “low-density” residential
tracts of land.
Residents are concerned: who can use the mapped
data; who will fund remediation (both demolition and
preservation); will debris be landfilled or illegally
dumped; will city residents be hired and trained to deconstruct and recycle building materials?
When asked by longtime Detroit activist Maggie
DiSantis for his post-demolition economic model, billionaire businessman Dan Gilbert stated to the Detroit
Free Press: “Removing all blight is going to create economic value. You are going to have significant interest from profit-making capitalist folks.” DiSantis countered that if blight removal alone will spur economic
development, we would already have seen it.
Community activists hold a different philosophy.
We don’t want our neighborhoods razed for “profitmaking capitalist folks.” Residents are concerned with
improved quality of life in our communities. We have to
keep ourselves—and organizations who claim to help
neighborhoods—on the right track. We want post-demolition plans written into every demolition contract.
Will people live here—even in gated communities—if
surrounding areas remain decayed?
Many Detroit neighborhood organizations have
been combatting blighted property for years. In Northwest Detroit a committee plans to send letters to owners of property with environmental code violations this
spring. Copies will go to neighbors and the city environmental enforcement agency. The addresses will be posted on Facebook. This action will inspire more neighbors
to expect, and demand “Zero Tolerance” of blight and
dumping everywhere in the city. We have power and
strength in numbers!
—Susan Van Gelder

ity of the whole world, as is Fukushima/Daiichi.

PAST & PRESENT ‘HEROES’ OF CHERNOBYL

Blackwell notes the heroic sculpture of the firemen from Pripyat and the surrounding towns. As the
plant exploded, two or three men went into the reactor
to close off a valve. These men never came out. “If not
for those firemen, we’d have an 800-kilometer zone instead of 30.” But consider the 500,000 “liquidators” between 20 and 30 years of age, 59 of whom died outright;

20,000 are now dead, 200,000 are disabled. Yet only 59
are named by the state as having died as a result of the
Chernobyl radiation. Today 3,000 young liquidators are
being irradiated guarding the sarcophagus.
Blackwell advances two important theories
about the people of Chernobyl. First, “after an
epidemic of thyroid cancer among the children
...no measurable increase...in cancer rates.”
Blackwell concludes: “...Little is known...about
the disaster’s effects, whether on people or animals. (Chernobyl’s children) may be the children
of regular misfortune....(the) most traumatic effects may have been social and psychiatric.” By
1996, 1,086 children had been treated for thyroid
cancer and the problem persists along with other
slower-developing cancers.
In spite of the dark topic of pollution and humancaused assaults upon people’s psyches and physiques
and upon nature, this book concludes with hopefulness
and gratefulness. Blackwell thanks supporters for giving him a place at their tables and showing him what
friendship looks like.
—Jan Boudart

Legislators let us down

Chicago—I attended a “town hall” meeting to let our
legislators know about people’s experiences and ideas
with and about Medicaid, the minimum wage, disability rights and other topics. Senator Heather Steans and
Representatives Kelly Cassidy and Greg Harris from
Chicago attended.
One after another, people shared stories about their
experiences with these programs and talked about the
importance of seeing the human side of issues.
One disabled man clearly had a hard time communicating his thoughts, but slowly made it through and
was cheered on by the crowd.
Caseworkers for the Department of Human Services talked about not being able to live on the money
they were making. One woman had worked there for 20
years and had only gone from $20,000 a year to $25,000.
Another had a caseload of 500 people, but after the cuts
were made, it increased to 2,000.
At issue is the assembly-line way of giving services
dictated by the Ford Foundation. There are no more
caseworkers. If you have a question, you talk to whoever you get on the phone or is available when you get
to the office. No one knows who is doing what in the
offices. This is causing a lot of havoc and uncertainty
with the people needing services.
There was a heavy union presence at the meeting,
both AFCSME and SEIU, which had a lot to do with its
direction. At the end of the presentations, the state senators and representatives were supposed to respond to
what they heard. The only things they would say, however, was that “revenues were the problem” and that
we had better think of ways to get more money or there
would be more cuts.
This really made me angry. Their other responses
were to just agree with what people had said or to push
a bill that they had sponsored. The human side of these
issues was lost on them.
It was clear that the crowd was relying on these
representatives to solve the problems, which is not going to happen. A complete uprooting of this society is
what is needed to begin to solve the problems of capitalism.
—Disability rights activist
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‘Say NO to KXL!’

Chicago—“Say NO to KXL!” was the message of
100 protesters outside the local State Department offices on the bitter cold night of Feb. 3, demanding that
President Obama reject the Keystone XL pipeline that
would carry extra-dirty tar sands oil from Canada to
the Gulf Coast. It was one of 283 actions across the U.S.
and Canada organized in three days after the State Department released its fake environmental report on the
pipeline—a report crafted by cronies of TransCanada,
Keystone’s owner, with the imprimatur of former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.
Nobody at these actions took seriously the report’s fraudulent claim that the pipeline would
not increase oil production at Alberta’s tar sands.
We were very clear that it was another lie from
the fossil fuel industry in their quest for maximum profits, no matter the consequences for humanity and the earth.
It may be another year before the president announces a decision, but already 76,000 people have
signed a pledge of resistance to undertake civil disobedience if Keystone XL is approved. Independently,
members of Indigenous peoples in North and South
Dakota, Idaho, Oklahoma, Montana, Nebraska and Oregon formed an alliance to block its construction with
direct action. The Nez Perce of Idaho have used treaty
rights to block transport of mining equipment headed
for the tar sands through their territory.
Native Americans in the U.S. and First Nations
in Canada have also used direct actions, protests, and
lawsuits to block transportation of not only the tar
sands oil but coal across Canada and the U.S. Pacific
Northwest to export terminals.
Exports of dirty oil and coal from North America
are critical in setting the continent’s trajectory toward
growing or shrinking greenhouse gas emissions. Lots
of people in the movement are talking about Tim Dickinson’s article in the Feb. 13 Rolling Stone (which has
become one of the most prominent forums for critical
voices on climate change), “How the U.S. Exports Global Warming.”
It shows the contradiction between the administration’s push for renewable energy and its drive to export more and more fossil fuels. Dickinson also points
out that “the Clinton regime-in-waiting is even more
supportive of the dirty-energy trade than the Obama
White House.” Sadly, his prescription is a “credible
challenger” to Hillary Clinton in the 2016 Democratic
Party primaries. It’s time to admit that the imperatives
of capitalism, in global competition and economic crisis,
have undermined remedial initiatives by every nation
that substantially contributes to climate change—seen
most recently in Europe’s backtracking on its commitments on renewable energy even after the collapse of its
carbon emission markets.
Everything depends on movement and struggle.
That is why, before the protest broke up, we loudly
chanted, “We’ll be back!”
—Franklin Dmitryev

HANDICAPTHIS!

by Suzanne Rose
Jonathon Meister, a deaf and non-verbal resident
of Manhattan Beach, Calif., was discriminated against
by the Hawthorne Police Dept. when they ignored his
American Sign Language communication. He claims
the police used excessive force by tasering and beating
him, leaving bruises and burns all over his body. Jonathon was retrieving belongings from a friend’s house
with his friend’s permission when someone called the
police about suspicious activity at the house. He was
signing to the police when they attacked him.
* * *
A man with Down Syndrome was teased and bullied by Assad’s forces in Syria when he refused to say
that he loved Assad. The men surrounded him, laughing, and kept saying, “Kill him and relieve us from him”
to each other when the man wouldn’t say what they
wanted. He said he wanted freedom instead.
* * *
South Carolina is defending its right to abuse and
neglect its mentally ill prisoners. The state claims the
courts should stay out of the business of corrections.
They are fighting a court order declaring its prisons to
be unconscionable dens of abuse and neglect for mentally ill inmates housed there. Many inmates have died
for lack of basic mental healthcare and from serious
physical injury.
* * *
Sandra Lee, a 59-year-old disabled Chicago woman
was illegally evicted from her apartment. Her attorney says she did not get her five-day notice or served
a summons to court so she could explain her situation.
She was evicted and not allowed back in her apartment
even though a judge’s order overturned the eviction
and ordered her reinstatement. It was discovered that
the landlord’s brother-in-law was listed as a plaintiff to
the eviction proceedings and is a Cook County sheriff’s
deputy.
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WORLD IN VIEW

continued from p. 1
relations that must be expanded further.
A number of serious challenges face the mass
movement. The politicians who were the movement’s
public face will try to co-opt the street mobilizations for narrow bourgeois politics. Resistance to this
has appeared in the lukewarm reception given to
Yulia Timoshenko, a former president imprisoned by
Yanukovych, but who represented some of the same interests when she held power.
These politicians, as seen in Prime Minister
Yatseniuk recent words, will be willing to enforce even
more severe austerity upon workers and the majority
of people in the interests of capitalism. They have no
other answer to economic crisis.
There is also the threat from the far Right, such as
the Svoboda party and Right Sector, both of which were
present in the Maidan. Ukrainian
politicians of all parties have long
been willing to co-opt the Right for
their own uses. Nazi collaborator
Stepan Bandera has been honored
as a “Hero of Ukraine” by government decree.
It was the mass mobilization
of the Maidan that actually split
the Right, with some neo-fascists
moving toward Yanukovych, some
the opposition. The Right’s opposition to European liberalism (i.e.,
Gay rights, women’s rights, etc.)
marginalized their views within the mass movement.
Nevertheless, their threat must be taken very seriously.
The situation is unstable. Russia’s imperial designs
remain in effect. As we go to press, troops are seizing
airports, roads, and government buildings in Crimea,
site of Russia’s Sevastopol naval base. Russian troops
in unmarked uniforms were presumably supported by
locals willing to serve as Putin’s Ukrainian version of
Bosnia’s Ratko Mladic and his militias. How far this
might develop toward open warfare is unclear.

BOSNIA: ‘DEATH TO NATIONALISM!’

The current anti-capitalist rebellion in Bosnia
began in Tuzla, the old industrial center. Discontent
exploded nationwide, with police vehicles and government buildings burned, and officials’ cars seized and
dumped into the rivers. The 1995 Dayton Accords set
the stage for the growth of political elites, in some ways
similar to Ukraine’s oligarchs, encouraged by international capitalism. In this case, however, they grew from
the bureaucracy required to enforce ethnic apartheid.
Tuzla was one of the most militant cities in defending Bosnia’s multi-ethnic character in the 1992-1995
period, which saw an effort by Serbia’s Slobodan Milosevic, and his local instruments Radovan Karadzic and
Ratko Mladic, to destroy that multi-ethnic character
through genocidal attacks upon Muslims, Croats and
those Serbs who rejected such neo-fascist politics.
Now that the country is suffering from 45% unemployment rates, with much industry closed down, and
many who are working doing so without regular pay,
the economic rebellion begins with rejecting narrow nationalism.
Bosnia’s history of struggle to preserve a multiethnic society lends a deep significance to the current
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Ukraine and Bosnia: historic uprisings
movement. It speaks directly to the situation facing
revolutionaries in Ukraine, for example, with the dual
threat of Russian imperial chauvinism and the narrow
authoritarian nationalism of Svoboda and the other
right-wing forces that had a presence in the Euromaidan. Bosnians have historically fought their way through
these reactionary ideas.
Marxist-Humanists declared Bosnia to be the test of
world politics in the 1990s because the visage of Hitler
had continued to arise in the wake of capitalist crisis. At
a moment when capitalism was making every effort to
divert attention from its deepening crises by attempting
to define life along the contours of racism, ethnic and religious hatreds, misogyny and homophobia, the struggle
to preserve Bosnia’s multi-ethnic heritage challenged
that system.
We are living in an astonishing historic moment,
when the unfinished business of the revolution of 1989
is coming together with
The Syrian Revolution Kafranbel
the profound new impulses that have grown from
the Arab Spring. The interplay of revolution and
counter-revolution
demands a philosophic comprehension that can help
the freedom struggles
develop toward full liberation. Marx’s great insight gleaned from Hegel
was that revolutionary
thought begins with the
comprehension of exactly this kind of concrete historic
struggle.

SYRIA’S WAR OF NATIONAL LIBERATION

As Bosnia was the test of world politics in the wake
of 1989, so the Syrian Revolution is the test today. Here
a massive, non-violent freedom movement—fruit of the
Arab Spring—was met with all the power and brutality
that a fascist state, backed by bigger imperial powers,
could muster.
Now, all of Assad’s tactics are openly genocidal: the
barrel bombs designed only to terrorize and maximize
civilian casualties; the starvation sieges (200,000 civilians are now subjected to these); the effort to drive rebellious populations from their homes and homeland.
The occupation of Syrian territory by Assad’s allies
(Lebanese Hezbollah, Iraqi militias, and the Islamic
State of Iraq and al-Sham) has slowly given the Syrian
Revolution the character of a war of national liberation.
The “international community” continues to treat the
Assad regime as a legitimate party for negotiations, but
it is clear to all in Syria that this genocidal, foreignpropped-up obscenity has lost all right to exist.
The unprecedented carnage has been the ultimate statement of the degenerate essence of the entire, crisis-ridden, utterly dehumanized state-capitalist
world order. Day after day humanity has witnessed the
mass murder of civilians: children, women, the elderly
and most vulnerable, along with the many brave men
and women who died fighting this horror.
The world that allows this genocide to happen, in
full media view, is telling us what it holds in store for
the future. It is what Marx termed “the infinite degradation in which man exists for himself.” It means immiseration of workers at the point of production that

can explode into equally genocidal world war. This
war threat was largely unspoken which is what makes
Russian imperialism’s current military maneuvers in
Ukraine all the more dangerous.
The great imperialist powers may come together to
oppose revolution, as now, in which case we risk being
reduced to mere spectators (or victims) of genocide. Or
they may once again fall into world wars, in which case
we risk seeing a miserable end to human history itself.
But the unrelenting struggle for freedom in the face of
this capitalist degradation, the profound humanism
shown, for example, by the people under siege in Sarajevo in the 1990s, or in Homs or Maidan today, give
every promise that a revolutionary transformation of
reality is equally possible—is real, and can prevail.

Venezuela protests

What began in early February as a small student
protest against a sexual assault at a university campus in the state of Tachira, which the government repressed, spread to a number of other campuses and
cities, where demonstrations were also repressed and
students arrested. Seizing the moment, a faction of the
right-wing opposition party called for more protests.
They demand that President Maduro, who took office
after the death of Hugo Chavez and subsequently won
a presidential election, be removed from office.
This is seen as an attempt to take over the opposition by its most aggressive, right-wing faction. There
have been a number of protests, deaths and arrests,
with charges and counter-charges as to who is responsible.

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC CONTRADICTIONS

A number of factors have allowed the right-wing
opposition to mobilize in its attempt to destroy the social transformation occurring in Venezuela since the
1999 election of Chavez. Most prominent has been the
recent social-economic situation: a shortage of basic
goods such as milk, oil, sugar, margarine, cornmeal; a
lack of decent basic public services in many areas; the
imposition of new austerity measures; a rapid increase
in inflation that threatens to become runaway; and insecurity in the streets.
According to official figures, more than 9 million
people, a third of the population, live in poverty. Nearly
three-quarters of public sector workers earn wages below the cost of basic goods, and families need more than
two minimum-wage jobs. Only in the military are wage
increases higher than inflation.

A NEEDED REVOLUTIONARY LEFT

All this has put into doubt Chavez’s project of
building 21st-century socialism within capitalism. The
reactionary Right, along with the U.S., would like to
maneuver and manipulate within this contradictory
project to bring back full-fledged neoliberal capitalism.
The question, however, isn’t so much what the
Right will do to try to destroy some progressive advances. The crucial question is whether a revolutionary Left
of workers, youth, and urban popular movements can
rescue the banner of socialism from a reformist project with state-capitalist tendencies, and move it toward
revolution in permanence. To do this, the movement
will need to move beyond the sterile division created by
both the government and its opposition.
—Eugene Walker

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES

Who We Are And What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees is an
organization of Marxist-Humanists. It
has always stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its private property form
as in the U.S., and in its state property
form that appeared as the Russian Revolution was transformed into its opposite.
That retrogression anticipated the next
stage of development—the age of statecapitalism. We stand for a society of new
human relations, what Marx called a
new Humanism.
News & Letters was founded in 1955,
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes
against automation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation—
activities which signaled a new movement from practice that was itself a form
of theory. News & Letters was created so
that the voices of revolt could be heard
unseparated from the articulation of a
philosophy of liberation.
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910–1987),
founder of the body of ideas of MarxistHumanism, was Chairwoman of News
and Letters Committees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907–1983),
a Black rank-and-file autoworker, author
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s
Journal, was editor of the paper from
1955 to 1983.

The articulation of the relationship
between the movement from practice
which is itself a form of theory and the
movement from theory to philosophy is
reflected in Dunayevskaya’s three major
works.
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776
until Today (1958), established the
American roots of Marxism while presenting a comprehensive attack on present-day Communism, which is a form of
state-capitalism. It re-established Marxism in its original form as “a thoroughgoing Naturalism or humanism,” while
pointing to the new Humanist philosophy
expressed by the working class. It presented history and theory as emanating
from the movement from practice.
Philosophy and Revolution: From
Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao
(1973), written after the failed revolts of
the 1960s, articulated the integrality of
philosophy and revolution as the characteristic of the age and, tracing it historically, caught the link of continuity with
the Humanism of Marx. As against the
vanguard party, the integration of dialectics and organization reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age and the passion for a philosophy of liberation.
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera-

tion, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
(1982) explores Marx’s body of ideas from
his discovery of a continent of thought
and of revolution in his youth to the “new
moments” of his last decade. Written
for our time of revolutions in developing
countries, the rise of the international
women’s liberation movement, and global economic crisis, it reveals the absolute
challenge to make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” as the determinant
for the relationship of theory and practice and as ground for organization.
These works spell out the philosophic ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses
as Vanguard (1963, 1983) concretizes it
on the American scene and shows the
two-way freedom road between the U.S.
and Africa.
In 1989 News and Letters Committees published Dunayevskaya’s original
1953 philosophic breakthrough—her two
letters on Hegel’s Absolutes—and her
1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism.
This body of ideas challenges all
those desiring freedom to transcend the
limitations of post-Marx Marxism. In
light of the crises of our nuclear-armed

world, climate change, and failed revolutions, it becomes imperative not only to
reject what is, but to further work out the
revolutionary Humanist future inherent
in the present. The recreation of Marx’s
philosophy as Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevskaya’s archives, The
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—MarxistHumanism: A Half-Century of Its World
Development, deposited at Wayne State
University in Detroit and available to all.
We aim to continue to develop
Marxist-Humanism and make it available to all who struggle for freedom. In
opposing this capitalist, racist, sexist,
heterosexist, class-ridden society, we have
adopted a committee form of organization
rather than any elitist party “to lead.”
We participate in all class and freedom struggles, nationally and internationally. As our Constitution states: “It
is our aim…to promote the firmest unity
among workers, Blacks and other minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals who have broken with the ruling
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.”
We do not separate mass activities from
the activity of thinking. Send for a free
copy of the Constitution of News and Letters Committees or see it on our website:
www.newsandletters.org.

